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l;in.  14,  1814  :  ho  ditHl  Sc;!;.  jS,  i8c\v  In  their 
faiuih-  w  ere  live  cliiliireii ;  Jair.es,  Lucy,  Saimiel, 
Sarah  and  Tieuhili. 

)  lames  Andrews,  ihc  j^n-andfatlier  of  our 
subjoci,  was  born  Xov.  J" J,  i;'0„>,  and  followed  farnr- 
iny  iliroughout  life,  near  or  em  llie  o'd  homestead 
where  tlie  laniilv  was  lirsl  foiuuleil  in  I'arniiny ton. 
lie  was  <ine  of  the  brave  men  who  foUL^ht  s  >  val- 
iantlv  for  tlie  independence  i.l  the  Colonies  d.nring- 
the  'Revolutionary  war.  (.hi  March  13,  1791,  he 
married  Eunice  Ciillette,  of  Xorthmgton.  who  was 
born  Jan.  19,  176S,  and  died  July  12,  1831  ;  he  died 
Mav  31,  1845.  To  them  were  l.)orn  nine  children: 
Eveline.  Fanny.  Komeo.  Amon,  Georqe,  Lydia,  Eve- 
lina, .':^ally  and  James  L. 

Anton  Andrews,  tlie  father  of  our  sitbject, 
was  born  on  his  father's  farm  ?»iareh  ]8,  1798,  and 
became  a  prosperous  farmer,  owning  and  operating 
some  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  fotmder  of  the 
familv  in  Farmington.  He  was  married  .May  2, 
1S27,  to  Roxana  Goodhue,  of  Avon,  who  was  born 
Sept.  30,  1803,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Abigail 
(XVinchell)  Goodhue.  She  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Farmington  in  Alarch,  1821), 
and  her  husband  joined  the  same  in  June,  1843.  1^*= 
died  at  his  hoiue  Aug.  22,  1869,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him  ;  she  departed  this  life 
in  April,  1872.  They  had  si.x  children,  of  whom 
James  Flenry,  our  subject,  is  the  eldest;  Lydia,  born 
in  1S31,  died  when  only  six  weeks  old;  Jane  Eliza- 
beth was  born  l^~eb.  10,  1833;  Caroline  Fidelia  was 
bom  Oct.  iS,  1834:  Ellen  Sophia,  born  May  13, 
1837,  was  married  Sept.  8,  1862,  to  George  D.  Wil- 
son; and  Franklin  A.,  born  Jan.  5,  1S39,  was  mar- 
ried Dec.  I,  1S62,  to  Jennie  Bulklev. 

(\TJ)  James  H.  Andrews,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  Xov.  7,  1S28,  and  was  educated 
in  the  \\'aterville  District  school,  I'^armington.  He 
was  married  C)ct.  8,  1861,  to  Miss  Helen  Ivlaria 
Bulklev,  who  was  born  April  11,  1S39,  a  daughter  of 
Cliarles  and  Helen  (^\'oodru^^j  Bulkley,  of  Avon, 
Hartford  county.  Three  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Marian  Bulkley,  Sept.  11,  1S62;  Frederick 
Henry,  .'^ept.  4.  18O5  :  and  George  Franklin,  Xov.  26, 
1867.  On  Xov.  29,  1894,  Frederick  FL  married  Car- 
rie Moore,  of  Pilinuis,  and  tliey  h^yc  three  children, 
George  Henry,  Ra}-mond  Bulkley  and  Harold 
Frederic,  ^li.-s  r^Iarian  ]J.  Andrews  completed  Iter 
education  at  the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  and 
for  several  terms  lias  been  teacher  in  Hartford 
county. 

Mr.  Andrews  resides  on  the  old  homestead  of 
his  father,  and  in  ccMinection  witli  farming  has  fol- 
lowed mech.anical  pursuits.  FFe  has  been  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  w-agon  hubs  and  spokes  in 
Avon,  and  at  present  is  interested  in  the  cider  and 
vinegar  business  with  his  two  sons.  He  takes  a  deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  ptiblic  affairs,  as  every 
true  American  citizen  should,  and  cajiably  repre- 
sented Farmington  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1859. 
As  a  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen  he  gives 
his  support  to  ever}-  enterprise  which  he  believes  will 


!  pn>\-e  e^-f  public  lienefit.    He  is  a  sincere  and.  con- 

;  sistent  Cl^■i^tian.  and  has  been  ;m  actixe  memlier  oi 

I  the  l-'armington  Congregational  Church  since  185S. 

!  His  wife  ttnited  with  the  church  at  East  Avvni  the 

!  same  year,  and  in  1863  transferred  her  membersiiiji 

I  to  the  I'armington  chm-ch.    Our  stihject  was  grira.tl--,' 

i  interestedl  in  the  pufilication  of  the  "Andrews  .Me- 

I  1593284 

;  RE\'.  THO^L\S  H.  SHAXLY,  for  more  than 
'  two  yero's  jxtrish  priest  of  .St.  J>iscph's  Catholic 
j  Church  at  l'o(|tionock.  won,  during  his  residence  in 
i  that  -town,  the  esteem  of  all  classes  of  people,  ir- 
!  respective  of  sect  or  creed.  In  additiuu  to  the  duties 
1  of  this  parish  he  had  charge  of  the  Catholic  Mission 
i  at  W  indsor,  St.  Gabriel's,  and  his  untiring  eltorts 
i  for  the  promotion  of  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
I  members  of  both  his  little  flocks  had  most  grati- 
i  tying  results.  As  an  orator  b'ather  Shanly  pos- 
I  sesses  more  titan  ordinary  force  and  eloquence,  and 
his  well  stored  mind,  genial  disposition  and  fine 
j  executive  aliility  show  rare  qualifications  for  h.is 
I  sacred  calling.  The  following  brief  history  of  his 
I  career  will  be  of  interest,  not  only  to  his  present 
!  parishioners,  but  to  future  generations  of  dcottt- 
adherents  of  the  faith. 

Father  Shanly  was  born  Dec.  23,  1S60,  at  ^larys- 
ville,  Yuba  ccnmty,  California,  a  son  of  John  and 
Eliza!>eth  (.Seery)  Sh.anly,  natives  of  Ireland. 
When  our  subject  was  about  six  years  old  bis  par- 
ents removed  to  Waterbtiry,  Conn.,  where  tltey  still 
reside,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  public 
'  schools  of  that  village.  Later  he  attended  .Sr. 
Charles  College,  at  Ellicott  City,  3,Id.,  iiaving  made 
an  early  decision  to  .  enter  the  priesthood,  and  on 
!  leaving  that  institution  he  took  a  course  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  connected  with  St.  I'oria- 
ventura's  College,  at  Allegauv,  X'.  Y.  In  1866  he 
was  ordained  by  the  learnetl  Bishop  S.  V.  Ryan, 
of  Buffalo,  and  his  first  assignment  to  duty  was  as 
assistant  to  blather  Creden,  at  ^^loosup,  Conn.  Be- 
ginning his  labors  there  on  Xov.  i,  1SS6,  he  re- 
mained until  May  12,  1889,  when  he  was  appointed 
assistant  at  .St.  Francis  Church,  in  Xew  Haven, 
wdiere  he  spent  nine  years.  In  February,  1S9S,  lie 
received  an  appointment  to  lus  late  charge,  and  on 
.  ]\Iarch  23,  1900,  he  was  appointed  to  the  church 
at  Westport,  which  he  is  now  serving. 

REV.  JOSEPH  TOY  (deceased)  was  a  native 
of  England,  yet  a  biographical  history  of  Simsbury 
would  be  incomplete  without  a  sketch  of  his  life 
j  work.    Xo  man  had  at  heart  a  closer  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  town  than  he,  when  he  was  a 
I  resident  thereof.    He  was  extremely  conscientious, 
!  a  grand  and  noble  man;  was  successful  in  business, 
j  and  amassed  a  fortune,  but  could  always  find  time 
I  to  abandon  the  pursuit  of  wealth  to  fill  some  pulpit 
1  or  to  address  a  meeting.    Flis  church  work  was  far 
I  more  pleasant  to  him  than  business,  and  he  left  <0 
I  his  posteritv  a  good  name,  more  valuable  by  far 
'  than  his  worldly  possessions. 
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Joseph  Toy  was  born  in  llie  town  of  Camborne, 
Cornwall,  Knghuul,  in  April,  iSo8,  the  Nonngest  of 
ton  chiklren  that  blessed  the  marriage  of  Robert 
and  Ann  (llosknig)  Toy,  and  was  the  onl}  member 
of  the  family  to  eome  to  the  United  Slates,  lie  was 
qnite  young  when  he  lost  his  jiarents.  J  lis  oppor- 
tnnities  fL>r  attending  school  were  rather  limned, 
bnt  his  intellect  was  keen,  and  as  he  had  a  great 
relisli  for  study  the  means  for  gratifying  this  land- 
able  ambition  was  furnished  him  by  a  gentleman  who 
liad  taken  an  interest  in  him,  and  who  gave  him 
the  free  use  of  his  library.  Of  this  privilege  he 
eagerly  availed  himself,  and  was  so  studious  that  he 
qualified  himself  for  leaching  school,  a  vocation  he 
followed  some  years,  and  was  then  ordained  as  a 
local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
being  endowed  with  great  oratorical  powers;  he 
preached  many  months  in  England. 

I\Ir..Toy  was  first  married  to  Jane  Osier,  who  was 
born  in  Ealmouth,  England.  Aug.  i,  1S02,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Osier.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  born  five  children,  whose  names  will 
be  given  farther  on.  While  still  a  young  man,  ^Ir. 
Toy  was  employed  by  Bickford,  Smith  &  Davy,  fuse 
manufacturers,  at  Tucking  !Mill,  in  Cornwall,  who 
had  a  branch  in  the  United  States.  In  1839  }<.lr. 
Toy  brought  his  wife  and  three  English-born  chil- 
dren to  this  country,  in  order  to  fill  an  important 
position  in  the  fuse  factory  at  East  Weatogue,  in 
the  town  of  Simsbury,  which  factory  was  conducted 
by  Bacon,  Bickford  &  Co.  Eire  destroyed  this 
plant,  and  the  firm,  removing  to  Simsbury,  resumed 
business  under  the  name  of  Toy,  Bickford  &  Co., 
jNIr.  Toy  having  been  admitted  into  partnership  at 
East  Weatogue,  on  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Bacon ; 
thev  held  to,  the  last-mentioned  style  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Toy,  in  April,  18S7.  The  children  born  to 
the  first  marriage  of  ^Ir.  Toy  were  named :  ^lary, 
who  was  born  in  England,  and  was  married  to  Rev. 
J.  W.  Dodge,  of  Xewburyport,  Mass.;  Joseph,  born 
in  England  Julv  23,  1830,  who  recruited  Company 
H,  I2th  Conn.  \'.  L,  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  Sims- 
bury, was  commissioned  captain,  and  died  June  21, 
1862,  at  Carroilton,  La.,  his  remains  being  brought 
home  and  interred  at  Simsbury,  where  he  had  been 
in  business  with  his  father;  Susan,  now  the  wife  of 
R.  H.  Ensign,  of  Simsbury ;  Anna  J.,  the  first  of.  the 
children  born  in  the  United  States,  married  to  L. 
S.  Ellsworth,  of  Simsbury;  and  Julia,  the  wife  of 
Rev.  C.  H.  Buck,  of  the  ^Nlethodist  Church,  of  Bris- 
tol, Coim.  Mrs.  Jane  Toy  passed  av.•a^■  July  27,  1848, 
a  devout  ]\Iethodist,  and  was  buried  at  Simsbury. 

yir.  Toy  for  his  second  wife  married  Mrs.  .Sarah 
G.  Merritt,  whose  maiden  name  was  Humphrey, 
and  who  was  born  Oct.  25,  1817,  and  died  Sept. 
24,  1881,  the  mother  of  the  following  cliildren: 
William  W^,  wiio  died  when  an  infant ;  George  B.- 
D.,  born  March  18,  1852,  died  ]\Iarch  25,  188 1  ;  and 
Sarah  Jane,  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Ensign,  of  Tariff- 
ville,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  The  third 
wife  of  Mr.  Toy  was  Miss  'Mavy  Seymour,  daugh- 
ter of  Chester  and  Sabra  (Ensign)   Seymour,  of 


whom  more  may  be  found  elsewhere,  and  to  this 
union  one  cliild,  Josephine,  was  hovn  Jan.  K),  1SS4. 
Mrs.  Mary  Toy  is  still  a  resident  of  Simsbury.  She 

;  is  a  liiembcr  of  Al)igail  Phelps  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 

j  and  of  the  Colonial  Dames. 

!  .In  ])olilics  Mr.  Toy  took  but  little  interest  until 
I  llie  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
i  his  sympathies  were  strongly  with  the  Republican 
j  party,  as  he  was  a  bitter  foe  to  slavery,  but  he  was 
i  never  active  in  that  party's  partisan  work,  contenting" 
!  himself  with  voting,  and  working  for  good  men 
I  for  office.  Although  he  was  never  regularlv  con- 
!  nected  \yiih  the  Conference,  he  frequently  was  called 
i  u]-)on  to  fill  \-acancies  in  the  Methodist  ;)ulpil,  was 
j  one  of  the  founders_of  the  church  of  that  denomina- 
!  tion  at  Simsbury,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to- 
;  ward  its  support  and  active  in  its  work.  He  was 
j  a  well-preser\xd  gentleman,  and  up  to  within  a  few- 
years  of  his  death  attended  to  his  business  affairs 
1  personally.  He  delighted  in.  addressing  bodies  of 
i  young  men,  and  ahvays  had  attentive  listeners,  and 
i  he  was,  all  in  all,  a  bright  example  of  the  self-made 
man,  who  deserved  the  admiration  and  emulation 
'  of  his  younger  companions.     ■  • 

I  _  CHESTER  SEY:\I0UR  (deceased)  was  in  his 
I  lifetime  one  of  the  well-known  and  highly  respected 
1  citizens  of  Simsbury,  where  during  the  earlier  por- 
i  tion  of  his  life,  before  he  was  stricken  by  disease 
j  and  became  an  invalid,  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
i  carriage  making  business.  He  was  born  in  Hart- 
i  ford,  Dec.  24,  1824,  of  the  best  New  England  an- 
!  cestry,  being  a  direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  first 
i  settlers  of  the  colony,  Richard  Seymour,  to  whom 
also  Origin  Seymour,  Horatio  Seymour,  of  Xew 
I  York,  and  Gov.  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  of  Conuecti- 
;  cut,  trace  their  lineage.  His  grandfather,  Asa  Sey- 
;  mour,  married  a  daughter  of  William  Dennison,  of 
!  New  London,  who  traced  his  ancestry  to  John 
I  Brewster. 

1  Chester  Seymour,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
i  a  brother  of  the  late  ^Irs.  D.  E.  Robinson,  of  Hart- 
j  ford.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Florilla 
I  Mather,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Rev.  Richard  ]\Iather, 
;  the  father  of  Increase  Alathcr,  and  the  grandfather 
i  of  Rev.  Cotton  r^Iather. 

j       Chester  Seymour,  our  subject,  was  gifted  with 
a  keen,  active  mind  and  unusual  energy  of  char- 
acter.   He  was  also  generous,  tender  hearted  and 
unselfish.    He  took  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs, 
;  and  was  twice  elected  to  the  Legislature, in  1S5S  from 
j  Simsbury,  and  in  1868  from  East  Granby.  From 
i  1850  to  i860  he  carried  on  carriage  building  at 
!  Simsbury,  and  later  removed  to  a  farm  in  .Kast 
I  Granby,  which  he  had  purchased.     He  married 
I\iiss  Sabra  Ensign,  a  native  of  Simsbury,  who  was 
j  born  Aug.  18,  1826,  daughter  of  iNIoses  and  Martlia 
i  (Whiting)  Ensign,  and  the  children  born  to  this 
I  un.ion  were  as  follows :  Frank  C,  of  the  Seymour 
I  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  Chicago;  ]\Iary,  widow  of  Jo- 
seph Toy,  living  at  Simsbury;  Moses,  a  farmer  of 
East  Granby;  William  A.,  of  Boston,  an  employe 
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of  the  railway  mail  service;  ami  l.,ucius  II.,  a  farmer 
of  East  Ciranliv. 

Our  subioct  ilicil  March  4,  after  twenty- 

two  vears  of  illue-^s  and  j'hysical  iieli)lcs?ness.  He 
had  been  stricken  .March  \2,  1S73,  witli  a  severe 
attack  of  eerebro-spinal  nieinn,L;'iti.--.  ironi  wliicli  be 
was  a  sntTerer,  in  the  liel])less  cop.diiion  in  which 
it  left  liini,  until  death.  His  widow,  an  estimable 
ladv,  who  yet  survives,  resides  in  Siiusbury.  Air. 
Seymour  was  well  known  and  a  man  of  nuich  more 
than  ordinary  intellect.  At  his  death  he  left  a  name 
highly  honored  and  his  family  is  a  credit  even  to 
a  citizen  of  his  excellent  character.  He  was  fear- 
less, open  and  sincere  in  word  and  deed.  He  hated 
with  the  intensity  of  his  nature  all  cant  and  insin- 
ccritv,  and  the  (Irearv  platitudes  of  religious  com- 
monplace. His  soul  was  in  perpetual  revolt  agaiast 
much  that  passes  for  religion,  but  for  religion  it- 
self, pure  and  undehled,  there  was  a  large  place 
in  his  mind  and  heart.  He  had  many  friends,  and 
was  a  most  congenial  companion.  He  was  es- 
pecially a  great  friend  of  little  children,  who  were 
attracted  to  him,  and  whose  innocence  of  mind  and 
heart  in  turn  attracted  him. 

REV.  FREDERICK  W.  EIARRHIAX,  M.  A. 
Few  citizens  of  \\'indsor  have  worked  as  assidu- 
ously and  effectivelv  for  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  as  has  the  honored  rec- 
tor of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  whose  history  is 
■  briefly  outlined  below.  While  giving  to  the  work 
of  his  parish  zealous  attention,  which  has  pro- 
duced most  gratifying  results,  he  has  entered  with 
hearty  sympathy  into  various  movements  that  aim 
at  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  and  in  more 
than  one  instance  his  suggestion  has  sown  the  seed 
and  his  influence  fostered  the  grovvlh  of  projects 
w-hich  cannot  fail  to  be  of  permanent  value. 

Mr.  Harriman  conies  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  Jasiel  Harriman,  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Sandwich,  X.  H.,  who  was  born 
in  1727,  and  died  in  1802. 

James  Harriman,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1769,  and  died  in  1848.  Fie 
married  Sarah  Eaton,  and  their  son,  Rev.  Jesse 
Harriman  (1793-1873),  was  a  IMethodist  minister, 
and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Maine  Con- 
ference. His  wife,  Sophia  (Hilton j,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  ^^loral  Hilton  (1755-1840),  of  Wiscasset, 
Maine,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 

Rev.  Frederick  Durbin  Harriman,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1823,  and  died  in  1897. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  mental  ability  and  rare  spirit- 
uahty,  and  for  many  years  was  a  prominent  clergy- 
man in  the  Episcopal  Church.  From  185 1  to  1853 
.  he  was  a  rector  of  the  church  at  Crawfordsville, 
Ind.,  but  his  later  years  were  spent  in  Connecticutt  as 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  Societv  for  the  In 
crease  of  the  ^Ministry,  his  headquarters  being  at 
Hartford.  As  a  descendant  of  a  Revolutionary  hero 
he  became  identified  with  the  Cnnnecticut  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  l\.evolution,  and  through- 


I  out  his  life  he  gave  his  influence  to  the  sujiixjrt  of  all 
i  movements  which  seemed  woriliy.    He  marrieij  Miss 
!  Mary  Junes  Dostwick,  daughter  uf  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam Warner  I'ostwick  (1797- 1845),  ^^'i  Epi^cojial 
I  clergyman  of  western  \e^v  ^'nrk  and  a  descendant 
I  of  the  llostwicks  of  Cheshire,  l^nglan.d,  who  settled 
j  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  i()(_i8,  the  line  of  descent  be- 
ing traced  thr(.uigh  Nathaniel  (1,01)9-1756),  Arthur 
1729-1802),  and  William  (1765-1825).    Mr.  Bost- 
wick  married   Mary    Lewis,    daugliter    of  Ozias 
I  Lewis  (2),  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  a  descendant  of 
i  George  Lewis  (or  Lewes),  one  of  the  first  settlers 
j  of  Barnstable,  Alass.,  where  he  died  in  1O62-3. 
j  ?\Irs.  Bostwick  was  also  a  descendant  of  Theophilus 
j  Eaton,  first  governor  of  the  Xew  Haven  Colony,  his 
I  daughter,  Hannah,  having  married  William  Jones, 
the  deputy  governor,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Isaac, 
the  father  of  Timothy,  the  father  of  Isaac,  the  father 
of  ]\Iarv  Jones,  who  became  the  wife  of  C)zias 
Lewis  (2). 

Rev.   Frederick  W'illiam   Harriman  was  born 
X'ov.  22,  1852,  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  during  his 
father's  pastorate  there,  but  has  passed  nearly  all 
his  life  in  Connecticut,  having  been  educated  in 
the  Rectory  school,  Flamden ;  the  high  school,  Hart- 
ford;  Trinity  College,  and  Berkeley  Divinity  School. 
He  taught  the  classics  for  one  year  in  the  Episco- 
pal Academy  at  Cheshire.    On  ]May  31,  1876,  he 
w-as  ordained  deacon  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  by  Bishop  Williams,  and  on  June  7,  1877, 
he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  the  same 
bishop.    For  a  few  months  he  assisted  his  father, 
who  w'as  then  corresponding  secretary  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Increase  oc  the  }vlinistry.    From  April 
I,  1877,  to  Feb.  I,  1879,  ^'^^  ^^'^^  assistant  minister 
in  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Meriden ;  from.  Feb.  i,  1879, 
to  April  I,  1880,  rector  of  St.  James',  Winsted ; 
from  April  I,  1880,  to  ^March  i,  1886,  rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  Portland  ;  and  has  been  rector  of 
Grace  Church,  Windsor,  ever  since.    In  addition  to 
this  last  rectorship  he  supervised  the  missionary 
work  in  two  counties,  as  archdeacon  of  Hartford, 
from  April  18,  1893,  to  Xov.  14,  1896;  w^as  secre- 
I  tary  and  treasurer  of  the  Church  Scholarshi].)  So- 
I  ciety,  from  June  13,  1893,  to  Jiwe  12,  1894;  was  as- 
I  sistant  secretary  of  the  Diocese  of  Connecticut  from 
!  June  ID,  1890,  to  June  11,  1895;  and  has  been  sec- 
I  retary  of  the  Diocese  since  the  date  last  mentioned, 
j  Since  locating  in  ^^'indsor  he  has  done  much  ettect- 
ive  work  in  the  cause  of  education,  having  served  as 
a  school  visitor  from  September,  1887,  to  October, 
1888;  and  again  from  Oct.  7,  1889,  to'Oct.  3,  1S98, 
being  chairman  of  the  board  for  nine  years.  He 
was  secretary  of  the  building  committee  when  the 
j  Third  district  erected  the  ''Roger  Ludlow  School," 
1S93-94,  and  proposed  the  name,  which  was  adopted 
I  on  its  completion,  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  committee  ever  since  its  licgiiuiing  in 
1888,  was  elected  a  Junior  Fellow  of  Trinity  College 
four  times,  for  the  years  from  1889  to  1901  ;  am!  is  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  the  Psi 
'  Upsilon  Fraternity,  and  the  Coit  Trust  Association. 
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Ml'.  J  larriiuan  takes  a  dccii  iutercsl  in  the  liisloi  v 
and  \voll;u\'  of  "Anoicnl  W  indsor,''  anil  in  his  ad- 
dross  at  tlic  nnvfilinj;'  of  a  stone  to  conmienioraio 
the  rivn-.onth  party  who  Iniilt  the  lirst  house  in 
Windst^r  in  H.ij;j;.  he  jn'opostd  the  ereeti-Mi  of  a 
substantial  buiidnii;'  for  the  I'ublic  Library,  to  he 
also  a  memorial  to  the  settlers  and  soldiers  of  the 
town. 

On  Oct.  19.  i8Sj,  Mr.  Ilarriman  married  Cora 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ldiarlcs  A.  Jarvis.  of  I'ort- 
land.  Connecticut,  ami  granddaughter  of  Dr.  George 
O.  Jarvis,  and  of  Sylvester  Gilderslceve.  .Slie  is  a 
descendant  of  John  Jarvis.  elder  brother  of  the 
second  bislKii.>  ot  ComiL-elicut.  and.  ihrough  him,  of 
William  Jarvis,  one  oi  the  first  setilers  of  Hunting- 
ton, Long  Island.  Through  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
George  O.  Jarvis,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phila- 
mela  ^larshall,  she  traces  her  descent  from  Capt. 
Sanuiel  ^larshall.  of  \\  indsor,  who  was  killed  in  the 
'■'Swamp  Fight,"  in  1675,  during  King  Philip's  war; 
while  other  lines  of  her  ancestry  connect  licr  with 
early  \\"indsor  settlers,  including  the  Grant,  Porter 
and  Gibbs  families. 

-  HOX.  FREDERICK  WELLES,  for  many  years 
a  leading  resident  of  Glastonbury,  is  a  worthy  re]v 
resentative  of  a  family  which  has  been  prominent  in 
the  history  of  the  country  from  an  early  day.  He 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  Gov.  Thomas  Welles,  who 
died  in  1660,  and  is  of  the  fifih  generation  in  descent 
from  Samuel  Welles,  a  noted  man  in  his  day.  Gid- 
eon ^^'e^es,  a  member  of  President  Lincoln's  cabi- 
net, was  a  second  cousin  of  bur  subject.  The  family 
has  been  identified  with  Glastonbury  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years. 

Joseph  Welles,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  Xovember  9,  1756,  a  son  of  .  Captain  Sam- 
uel and  Lucy  ( Kilbourn )  Welles.  He  died 
September  7,  180S,  leaving  a  fair  competence, 
gained  by  an  extensive  trade  with  the  West 
Indies.  His  brother  Samuel  was  in  partnership 
with  him  in  this  business,  and  for  many  years  they 
were  engaged  in  sending  hay  and  horses  to  the 
islands,  bringing  back  rum  and  molasses.  Joseph 
^^'elles  also'  conducted  the  "■Welles"  hotel  at  Glas- 
tonbury, to  meet  the  demands  of  the  stage  travel  of 
those  days.  He  was  an  out-spoken  man,  somewhat 
stem  in  manner,  but  was  much  respected  in  the  com- 
munity. He  married  Susannah  House,  born  Oct. 
9,  1756,  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Susannah  (Hollis- 
ter)  House.  She  sur\-ived  him  and  married  Gad 
Talcott,  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  where  her  death  oc- 
curred April  6,  1826.  Joseph  and  Susannah  A\'elles 
had  the  following  children:  Susannah,  born  April 
3,  1780;  Joseph  and  Leonaixl  (twins),  born  April 
15,  1781  ;  Leonard  (  2),  our  subject's  father;  Joseph, 
born  ]\Iarch  31,  17S4,  who  settled  in  Ohio;  Lucy, 
born  Feb.  6,  178');  Clarissa,  born  Alarch  3,  1787: 
and  Lucy,  born  Xov.  21,  1790. 

Leonard  \\'clles  was  born  in  Glastonl)ur\-  April 
28,  1782,  and  as  his  health  was  poor  in  early  life  he 
spent  much  of  his  time  at  his  father's  hotel.  He 


!  als<'  taught  .school  for  a  time,  but  after  his  marriage 
j  t'l  Miss  Sally  ."^ellew,  which  occurred  Oct.  13,  18  ).;, 
he  engaged  in  farming.    Lie  locateil  at  the  corner 
of  .Main  street  and  Xauliuc  avenue,  where  Miss 
!  Alice  Goodrich  n"\v  resides,  and  b\'  hi-  ini.lustrv  an.d 
;  clo.se  attention  to  business  made  a  gooij  income, 
though  he  was  never  considered  a  rich  man.  To 
jxjlitics  he  ga\-e  but  little  heed,  but  he  affiliated  with 
the  W  lug  and  Reiniblican  parties  on  national  issues. 
He  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninetv  vears,  keep- 
j  ing  his  health  and  faculties  almost  to  tlie  last,  and 
i  when  seveiity  years  old  he  drove  a  wagon  with  two 
!  yoke  oi  cattle  and  a  horse  for  fortv  da\s  in  suc- 
i  cession,  between  Glastonluiry  and  Hartfurd,  taking 
I  lifty  lum(lred-^^"eight  of  tobacco  and  bringing  back  a 
I  load  of  lumljer.      He  was  fond  of  his  home  and 
j  famil}-.  antl  to  each  of  his  boys  he  gave  S500  as  thev 
I  came  of  age,  their  remarkable  financial  success  being 
j  a  source  of  great  pride  to  him  in  later  vears.  In 
I  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist.  and  as  a 
j  citizen  he  was  held  in.  high  esteem.    He  died  at  his 
I  homestead  Jan.  19.  1873.    ^^^^  wife,  who  died  Xov. 
5.  1859,         born  Xov.  15,  17S4,  daughter  of  lohn 
and  Sal!}'  (  Smith  )  Sellew.    bier  twin  sister,  Xanc\", 
married  Xorman  Hubbard,  of  Glastonbury.  Our 
subject  was  th.e  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  is  now  the  onlv  surviving  member.  Of 
the  others:     (i)  Oswin.  l;orn  Jan.  19,  1809,  was  a 
pioneer  tobacco  packer  of  Glastonbury^  and  the  most 
successful  man.  of  his  day  in  his  town.    As  a  young- 
man  he  learned  the  caljinet-maker's  trade  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manu.facturc  of  tubs,  pails,  chairs  and, 
later,  cigar  boxes,  but  seeing  the  possibilities  in  the 
I  tobacco  business  he  be.gan  dealing  in  that  commodity, 
both  in  leaf  and  in  cigars.    A  shrewd  business  man 
financially,  he  was  also  generous,  and  his  affection 
for  his  familv  Avas  shown  in  his  treatment  of  his 
brothers,  whom  he  took  into  partnerslup.  all  of  them 
becoming  wealthy  men.    He  was  a  remarkable  man 
I  in  many  ways,  ami  it  was  characteristic  of  him  to 
;  never  hurry,  yet  always  be  on  tme.      He  married 
I  (first)  }\liss  Sarali  A.  Goodrich,  of  Portland,  Conn., 
(second)  Miss  Helen  Penfield,  (third)  Ixliss  Kate 
Coffin.     He  died  Aug.  9,  1879,  in  Hartford,  wdiere 
he  had  lived  some  years  j^rcvious,  cnjoving  the  fruits 
!  of  a  highly  successful  life.    He  had  seven  sons,  but 
.  only  one,  Cassius.  lived  to  maturity ;  he  died  at 
thirty-nine  years  of  age.     (2)  X'ancy.  born  Sept.  6, 
181 1,  married  Joseph  Edv/ards  Goodrich,  of  Port- 
land, and  died  Dec.  20,  1891,  in  Glastonb'ury.  ('3) 
John  .S.,  born  Feb.  13,  1S14,  was  a  taimer  at  East 
j  Haddam,  Conn.,  until  1S56,  when  b.e  removed  to 
Glastonbury  and  became  associated  with  his  broth- 
ers in  the  tobacco  business,  acciuuulating  a  large 
property.    He  married  Maria  H.  Chapman,  of  East 
Haddam,  Conn.,  and  his  death  occurred  Dec.  29. 
1888.    (4)  Leonard-  T.,  born  Feb.  23,  181S,  died 
Se])t.  II.  1879.      He  marrieil  Lucy  Carter.  (3) 
Henr}-,  born  Oct.  24,  1821,  died  Ian.  17.  1S53,  in 
Glastonbury.    He  married  Delia  Bartholomew,  of 
Wallingford,  Connneciicut. 
I        Our  subject  was  born  in  Glasionbury  I'eb.  13, 
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i8_'5.  and  was  educated  llicrc.  attotuliu!^  the  com-  j 
men  schools  until  the  aqc  vi  twelve,  and  a  select 
school  lor  live  years  loUowin.i;'.  11c  was  reared  to 
work,  gaining',  valualile  ])raclical  ideas  ivom  his  fa- 
ther, and  at-  a  \'oy  he  bej^an  lo  I'lan  f^r  ])usine>s  life, 
tlic  success  c't  his  hrotlicrs  in  the  tobacco  Ini^iness 
iiaturallv  inclining;"  liini  to  that  line  of  ettort.  His 
brother  Uswin  cniployed  him  for  three  \ears  at  ^1.50 
])eY-  dav.  and  in  i85()  lie  became  a  member  of  the 
linn  of  O.  \\"l-11cs  iS:  Co.,  with  which  he  remained 
thirteen  years,  until  in  iH<t)  hv  cii^a^ed  in  buying 
tobacco  on  his  own  acccnim.  In  18S4  he  retired,  but 
he  still  grows  tobacco,  partly  as  a  pastime,  having 
always  been  interested  more  or  less  in  that  work. 
He  has  liad  a  larger  experience  with  tobacco  than 
any  other  man  in  Glastonbury,  .'uid  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  judges  of  the  weed  in  this  State.  Mr. 
Welles'  business  methods  have  always  been  straight- 
fc>rward,  his  word  being  as  good  as  his  bond,  and 
while  he  pays  every  penny  of  obligation,  he  expects 
the  same  upright  dealing  in  return.  In  1S70  he 
completed  his  present  home,  a  comfortable  and  com- 
modious dwelling,  which  is  tastefully  and  even  luxu- 
riously furnished,  although  he  and  his  wife  are 
averse  to  disjilay.  He  is  fond  of  good  horses,  and 
some  fine  specimens  are  usually  to  be  found  in  his 
stables.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  of  Whig 
antecedents,  and  at  one  time  he  represented  his 
lown  in  the  Slate  Legislature,  but  he  has  preferred 
business  to  public  life.  When  the  Grange  was  or- 
ganized in  Glastonbury  he  became  a  member,  and 
since  1849  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Glastonbury,  declining,  however, 
to  hold  office  in  the  Society. 

On  Dec.  9,  1846,  Air.  AA'clles  was  married  at 
Glastonbury  to  ^^liss  Catherine  Saltonstall  Welles, 
and  they  have  passed  more  than  fifty  vears  of  happy 
wedded  life,  tlieir  Golden  Wedding  having  been 
suitably  observed  in  1896.  Both  are  well-preserved 
in  mind  and  body,  and  their  geniality  has  enabled 
them  to  keep  in  touch  with  younger  generations  to  a 
marked  degree.  'Mrs.  W'elies  was  born  in  Glaston- 
bury 2\Iay  17,  1826,  daughter  of  Dorrance  and  Ame- 
lia (Goodrich j  Welles,  attended  the  schools  of  the 
third  district  cht!  later  a  select  school  in  Glaston- 
bury and  a  private  school  at  I'ortland,  Conn.,  and 
for  some  time  taught  school  at  Si. 50  per  week, 
''boarding  'round''  among  the  patrons,  after  the  cus- 
tom of  tliat  day.  She  united  with  tlie  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Glastonbur\-  in  1845,  ^""^  ^'^'^^ 
ways  been  a  sympathetic  helpmeet  to  her  hus])and 
in  the  varied  duties  of  life.  Two  children  have 
blessed  tlicir  union:  (ij  Sarah  A.,  born  Jan.  i, 
1854,  married  I  J.  J.  Curtis,  of  Hartford,  and  has 
two  children:  Alice  Louise,  who  graduated  from 
the  Hartford  I'ublic  High  School,  and  is  now  at- 
tending Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass. ;  and 
Mary  Bertha,  who  graduated  from  the  Hartford 
Public  High  School  in  June,  1899.  (2)  Harriet  A., 
born  Sept.  21,  1856,  married  S.  P.  Turner,  of  Glas- 
tonbury, and  has  one  child,  Isabelle  Benton,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  Steel's  Select  School,  Hartford. 

50  .  . 


r^Irs.  ^\'elles  is  a  descendant  of  G(_>v.  Thomas 
Welles,  the  line  being  traced  as  feill  jw  s :  Gov. 
Thomas  Welles  (died  in  16O0);  Samuel  (died  in 
U)75)  ;  Samuel  (U)6o-i73i)  ;  Thomas  (1693-1767)  ; 
Jonathan  (1732-1792  );  Gurdon  (1773-1852);  Dor- 
rance ( ]  7(;o-i887).  Dorrance  Welles,  born  May  3, 
1799,  married  Amelia  Goodrich,  born  in  1802,  and 
they  dietl  Dec.  25,  1887.  and  June  12,  1877,  resjiect- 
ively.  He  was  a  Republican  in  piMilical  sentiment, 
and  a  great  worker  for  the  success  of  his  party,  but 
he  iiiver  sought  office.  In  1844  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  to  which,  his  wife  also  belonged. 
Tliev  had  three  children:  Catherine  S.,  wife  of 
Frederick  \\'elles  ;  Mary,  who  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject and  wife;  and  Alsop,  born  February  4,  1829, 
who  died  March  28,  1892.  The  last-named  mar- 
ried Augusta  Brown,  of  Essex,  by  whom  he  had 
no  children.  After  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1861,  he  wedded  Cvnthia  Payne,  of  Portland,  who 
died  in  1892,  and  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Henry  B.  and  Amy.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. 

JUDGE  RALPPI  r^IORGAN  GRANT,  who  is 
one  of  the  prominent  young  attorneys  of  South 
\\'indsor,  and  who,  though  scarcely  past  thirty  years 
of  age,  has  been  honored  by  election  to  several  re- 
sponsible judicial  and  public  offices,  is  a  son  of 
Sheldon  J.  Grant,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  the  State. 

Ralph  M.  Grant  was  born  May  it,  1868.  on  the 
farm  of  his  father  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor, 
near  \\'apping,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
District  No.  7,  completing  the  course  in  the  high 
school  at  Hartford,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  18S7.  He  was  president  of  the  debating  club  of 
the  school.  In  1S88  Mr.  Grant  entered  the  Fresh- 
man class  at  Wcsleyan  L'niversity,  ITiddletown, 
Conn.,  and  completed  the  course  of  study  with  the 
class  of  1S92,  graduating  with  A.  B.  Throughout 
his  course  he  maintained  a  high  standing  in  his 
studies,  especially  in  mathematics,  history  and  po- 
litical economy,  and  he  was  always  identified  with 
college  interests,  being  chosen  by  his  classmates 
in  his  Junior  year  as  one  cf  the  editors  of  the  OUa 
Podrida,  the  annual  literary  publication  of  the  Uni- 
versity. In  his  Senior  year  he  was  one  of  the  par- 
ticipants in  a  class  debate  on  the  free  coinage  of 
silver.  liis  university  .course  completed,  Mr.  Grant 
entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  A\"illiam  J.  McCon- 
ville,  of  Hartford,  and  read  law  for  two  years, 
meantime  qualifying  as  a  notary  public.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1894,  and  imniediately  en- 
gaged actively  in  the  practice  of  law.  In  the  fall 
of  1898  he  opened  an  office  in  the  Sage  Allen  build- 
ing. No.  902  Main  street,  Hartford,  which  he  h.as 
since  maintained,  devoting  [Monday  and  Saturday 
of  each  week  to  his  business  in  South  Windsor,  his 
office  then  being  at  East  Windsor  Hill.  Our  sub- 
ject's legal  practice  has  been  interrupted  partially 
by  the  assumption  of  judicial  duties,  to  v.'hicli  he 
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lias  bcoii  called  liv  the  Iranchisos  oi  liis  fcll-nv 
lownsnirii.  Jlc  \v;l-^  cU'C'n'il  in  the  fall  nt  iSi)^  uu!i;e 
of  the  |)robato  court  of  tlv.?  (list rice  of  J'.ast  W  indsMr. 
ami  sorvei.1  tv\i  vcars.  Alnuu  llio  tinu-  of  liis  tloc- 
lion  Ik-  rcnuAcd  ;o  ]".ast  W  imlr-or  1  li!l  wlirre  he 
now  rc>ii.lci.  Jn  iSo5  ''^'''^  elected  lnwii  clerk 
and  town  treasurer  of  Sc'Uth  WinTlM^r.  ;i!!d  to  these 
otTiccs  he  has  been  continuously  re-i.lecte(i  ever  since. 
Judge  Grant  was  as^ain  elected  nrohate  jud^e  in  the 
fall  of  i8c)S,  and  is  now  filliuL;-  the  ihuies  of  that 
olTice.  Kvcr  since  the  fall  of  he  has  served  as 
justice  of  tlie  peace. 

Judge  Grant  was  married.  Mav  T.  i.^^i^-,  to  Miss 
L.  Lillian  Sheiiard,  of  Afelrosc  Highland,  Mass., 
and  to  them  ihrL-c  children  have  liecn  burn,  Lloyd 
S.,  Tliane  C.  and  Miriam  11.  In  ])r)liiics  jud^e 
Grant  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  also  of  the  Royal  Arcamnu,  and 
in  college  days  was  an  active  member  of  the  D.  K. 
E.  fraternity.  Judge  Grant  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  superir.tendent  of  the 
Sabbath  sch(!ol.  He  is  prominent  in  social,  public 
and  legal  circles,  and  by  the  earnestness  and  force 
of  his  character  is  winning  wide  recognition 
throughout  Hartford  county. 

JOHX  :\[.-\DISOX  MOR.^K.  The  Windsor 
Locks  Joiinioi,  of  vchich  the  subject  of  this  l;)rief 
biography  is  editor  and  publisher,  has  become  a 
recognized  factor  in  local  progress,  its  advocacy  of 
beneficial  measures  winning  the  approval  of  tlie 
best  classes  of  people,  irrespective  of  ]">arty.  The 
paper  was  established  April  30.  1880.  by  the  late 
S.  T.  Addis,  who  conducted  it  until  a  short,  time 
previous  to  his  death,  on  Fel).  25,  1896.  When 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish,  it  he  sold 
it  to  -XL".  IMorse,  the  transfer  being  made  Dec.  13, 
1S95,  and  under  its  present  able  management  it  is 
constantly  gaining  in  reputation. 

!Mr.  ]\Ior.ve  comes  of  good  Xew  England  stock, 
and  was  born  Jan.  8,  1S66.  at  Springfield,  ^iass. 
His  father,  James  G.  ^^iorse,  for  many  years  held 
a  responsible  position  in  the  mechanical  dejiartment 
of  the  Springfield  Republican.  During  his  boyhood 
John  ISl.  yioi-se  attended  school  in  h.is  native  cily, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1876,  at  Chester, 
jMass.,  where  he  also  assisted  his  grandfather, 
Loring-  Otis,  in  farm  work.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  werit  to  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  to  learn  the 
printer's  trade,  in  the  office  of  the  Thompsonville 
Press,  and  soon  after  remaining  there  twelve  years 
he  opened  a  job  printing  office  at  \\  indsor  I^ocks, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  two  years  be- 
fore buying  the  Journal. 

On  Dec.  31.  1S95,  ]\lr.  Morse  was  marriel,  in 
the  Congregational  church  at  Enfield,  Conn.,  to 
Miss  Sara  3iloody  Means,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
George  Jarvis  ]\ieans,  of  Augusta,  I\Laine.  W  hile 
jMr.  Morse  and  his  accomplished  wife  are  nnich  es- 
teemed socially,  he  is  not  identified  with  any  fraternal 
organizations.  They  arc  both  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Cliurch  of  Windsor  Locks. 


I  VMOV.  EDGAR  H.  RARKMAX,  a  well  knoun 
I  and  ])opu!ar  educator,  w  ho  is  now  sci  ving  as  Trinoi- 
'  pal  of  the  high  school  of  hjifield,  wa^  b' .rn  in  Xorth 
\  Rroi 'k-tield,  Worcester  cinmtv,  Mas.s..  Aug.  jS, 
I  18OJ.  and  is  a  son  of  Cliarlcs  and  L'aroline  C. 
j  (Shumwa.yj  J'arkman.  also  natives  of  Worcester 
I  coum\-,  Mass.,  and  of  b^.nglish  and  iM-ench  Hugue- 
j  not  descent. 

Mr.  Rarkman's  ])aternal  grandfather  was  Eb- 
enezer  Rarlcman,  a  farmer  of  Xorth  Rrookfield. 
^L'lss..  and  a  son  of  ]".!,icnezer  Rarknian,  who-^e  fa- 
ther, Re\'.  ]:.lx'ne/er  J'arkman.  was  a  c]erg\nian 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  a  descendant  of 
the  Parkmans,  ship  owners  of  I'oston,  Alass.  b'l  ancis 
Rarkman,  the  historian,  is  also  a  direct  descendant 
of  this  family.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Rarknian  was  Al])hcus  .Shum\va\',  a  native  of  Stur- 
bridge,  I\Lass.,  and  a  farmer  l.)y  occupation.  His 
ancestors,  v\dio  were  Erench  Hu.euenots.  came  from 
the  Jsle  of  \\'ight,  and  settled  m  the  eastern  part  of 
I\Lassachusetts  at  an  early  date.  Some  of  the  same 
name  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Sturbridge, 
^lassachusetts. 

Charles  Rarkman,  our  subject's  father,  is  a 
farmer,  and  still  a  resident  of  Xorth  Brookfield, 
jMass.,  in  which  town  Prof.  Parkman  was  reared, 
receiving-  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  place.  At  the  aee  of  tlnrteen  he  en- 
tered the  town  high  school  and  was  graduated  in 
1879,  ''^t  he^ad  of  his  class.  He  then  became  a 
student  in  the  old  academy  at  ]\Ionson,  [Mass.,  and 
after  completing  his  preparation  for  college  taught 
for  a  few  years  in  the  ^Massachusetts  public  schools, 
after  which  he  took  the  full  classical  course  in 
Amherst  College,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution in  18S9.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  located 
in  Thompsonville.  Conn.,  having  been  elected  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Enfield  Public  High  School,  and  so 
acceptable  and  satisfactory  have  his  services  proven 
that  he  has  been  continuously  re-elected.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  competent  instructor,  and  has  met 
with  excellent  success  in  his  chosen  profession. 

On  Dec.  23,  1S90,  Prof.  Parkman  married  Mi^s 
Cora  AL  Eellows,  a  daughter  of  Erank  and  Eliza 
(Gilbert)  Eellows,  of  Belchertown,  ^viass.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  Doro- 
thy Gilbert,  Cora  Eleanor  and  Deane  Winthrop. 
]\L-s.  Rarkman's  mother  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
both  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  Sir  Jiumphrey  Gil- 
bert, of  early  Colonial  fame.  The  Professor  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Thompsonville.  Lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Amherst  Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Ka]jpa,  the  Massa- 
chusetts ]'5eta  Chapter  of  tlie  Phi  Delta  Theta  So- 
ciety :  belongs  to  iJoric  Lodge  Xo.  94,  E.  &  A. 

of  Thompsonville,  of  which  he  is  now  v/orship- 
ful  master;  and  is  an  associate  member  of  Samuel 
Brov.n  Post  Xo.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  of  the  same  place,  his 
father  having  served  one  year  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  42(1  Mass.  \'.  J.  I'ro- 
fessionally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Western  (}vlass.) 
Head  IMastcrs'  Club,  and  at  this  Vvritin.g  a  member 


COMMHM  OR.  I  TirE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


7S7 


of  ihe  cNCcr.livo  commiucc  of  the  (.."onnccticiu  Clas- 
sical anil  llii^h  Sch«x>l  Tcachors'  Association.  J'o- 
liticalh'  rrul.  I'arknian  is  a  stanch  l\.c;Hiblican. 
Mrs.  I'arknian's  father  was  a!>o  a  sohHcr  of  the 
Ci\il  war.  serN'iii;;  three  years  in  the  ."^i.^^n.'i  Corps, 
antl  huih  of  the  rrofe>sor's  ^reai-^raniltatiiers  were 
anion;;'  tiie  iniinlier  of  th.ise  who  ,-o  \-ahanl!y  fought 
for  tl'.e  inilepetulence  ihe  Colonics  during'  the 
Kovolulion. 

LUCniX  ]'..  LOO.Ml.s  conies  of  gv.od  oKl  pio- 
neer stock,  being  of  the  eightli  genera.non  in  descent 
from  Joseph  Looniis,  who  was  horn  in  .l-lngland  in 
15^0,  and  canie  in  lO^V)  to  Windsor,  where  iiis 
death  occurred  Nov.  23,  1O58. 

(II)  DeaC'Mi  Jolm  Looniis.  son  of  the  pioneer, 
was  born  in  England  'n  1C22.  and  accompanied  his 
father  to  this  country.  On  CV~t.  11.  1640,  he  was 
admitted  to  Windsor  Church,  in  which  he  became 
an  active  and  inilucntial  worker. 

(III)  Sergt.  Daniel  Looniis,  son  of  Deacon 
Jolm,  was  horn  June  ii'>.  f'ST-  and  dicel  June  25, 
1740.  lie  married  (first)  Mary  Ellsworth,  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  Ellsworth,  and  second  )  wedtled  Han- 
nah Drake,  a  widow. 

Benjamin  Loomis.  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1699,  to  his  father's  first 
marriage,  and  died  Jan.  2,  1763.  ITe  married 
Joanna  Alford,  and  had  iix  childreti :  Joanna,  Ben- 
jamin, Tabitha,  Benjamin  (2),  Rachel  and  Serajah. 

(  Y )  Serajah  Loomis.  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  Dec.  4.  1740,  and  died  in  iSii. 
He  built  a  house  in  ^^"ind5or,  the  timber  for  which 
Avas  cut  at  New  Hartford  and  rafted  down  t-he  Farm- 
ington  river,  and  it  is  still  standing,  well-preserved. 
Serajah  Loomis  married  Sybil  Loomis.  and  they 
had  four  sons:    Xider,  Ira,  Asher  and  Horace. 

(VI)  Asher  Loomis,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  April  4,  1772.  in  the  house  men- 
tioned above,  and  died  in  }>Iarch.  1819.  For  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Winsted,  Conn., 
as  a  tanner  and  shoemaker.  On  Oct.  5,  1796,  he 
was  married,  in  Winsted,  to  Rosinda  Cook,  a  native 
of  that  town,  and  thev  had  one  son,  Roiiian  W., 
and  five  daughters:  r^Iinerva  f^NIrs.  A^'risley)  ; 
Sarah,  who  married  a  Mr.  Smith,  of  Winsted  :  Adma 
(deceased),  who  never  married:  X'ancv  (Mrs. 
jMoses  Loomis)  ;  and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 

(\'II)  Roman  W.  Loomis,  otjr  subject's  father, 
was  born  Sept.  2,  iSoi,  in  the  house  built  by  Sera- 
jah Loomis,  and  was  reared  in  AX'indsor,  his  educa- 
tion being  secured  in  the  local  schools.  When  a 
young  man  lie  taueht  school  successfully,  and  for 
a  time  he  was  a  private  tutor  in  the  family  of  a 
INIr.  Willianis.  in  A'irginia.  History,  ancient  and 
modern,  always  interested  him  greatlv,  and  wlicn 
the  Loomis  g'^encalogv  was  being  prepared  he  sup- 
plied much  of  the  data.  For  vears  he  led  tlie  choir 
of  the  Cong'-rcgational  Church  at  Wind-nr.  Priliti- 
callv  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  tlien  a  Republican, 
but  he  never  sought  or  held  office.  "While  he  was 
reared  a  farmer  boy,  he  learned  the  shoemaker's 


trade  in  early  life,  and  at  times  he  fiMIowed  that  busi- 
ness in  \\  uidsor  and  elsewhere.  Alter  his  marriage, 
in  iV-tober,  1S34.  .Mr.  Loomis  kvated  at  the  old 
hoine-tead  with  liis  father,  later  removing  li..  our 
sulijcci's  ]»reseni  farm,  where  he  died  in  1SS3.  His 
wite,  wliose  maid.cii  name  was  Ann  Cl.  Barber,  was 
born  Jan.  12,  1707,  a  daughter  of  Cideon  Baiber, 
."■^he  died  Dec.  10,  181.17,  and  her  remains  re>t  Ix'side 
those  of  her  husband  in  the  ceniL-ter\'  in  Windsor. 

;  Our  subject  was  the  elder  of  two  sons;  the  vounger, 
ArtluH"  11.,  born  July  3,  1842,  died  June  \L\  1852. 

(  \  HI)  Lucieii  B.  Loomis  was  born  Dec.  6.  1S35, 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  hrst  attended  school  in  the 
Stony  Hill  District  of  Windsor.  Among  his  earlv 
teachers  were  ^liss  Frances  Loomis,  Edward  Allyii, 
and  -Air.  and  }>Irs.  E.  X.  I'helps.  On  completing 
an  elementary  course  in  the  common  schools  lie  was 
sent  to  Windsor  Academy,  while  in  the  summer 
season  he  assisted  his  father  in  farm  work  aiul  in 
shoemaking.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, June  2.  1863,  when  he  settled  at  his  present 
farm.  For  twenty-eight  vears,  from  1862  to  1800, 
he  manufactured  brick  in  addititjn  to  follow  ing  gen- 
eral farming.  Tlie  former  industrv  was  a  !e;tding 
business  in  \\'indsor,  and  at  one  time,  when  taking 

:  brick  to  Hartford,  he  counted  twent_\'-four  yoke  of 
oxen  in  one  line  hauling  sled  loads  of  brick  to  that 
city.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Abraliam  Lincoln,  as 
he  was  just  one  month  too  voung  to  vote  for  Fre- 
mont. 

In  1S63  yir.  Loomis  married  ?^Iiss  ?^faria  J. 
Woodward,  of  Mansfield,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  who 
died  leaving  no  children.    His  second  wife,  whose 

I  maiden  name  was  Abbv  H.  ]\Iarc}',  was  born  [March 
2,  1843,  at  Ashford,  ^^'indham  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
married  (first)  -C.  B.  Knox,  of  South  IManchester, 

I  Conn.,  now  deceased. 

I       WILLIAM   H.  LAWREXCE,  D.  D.  S.  (de- 
I  ceased  1 ,  late  a  prominent  dentist  of  Thompsonville 
\  and  Suffield.  was  born  in  Louisville.  Ky..  in  May, 
1854,  and  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  in  that 
'  State.    Later,  after  stu-dying  dentisrr}',  he  practiceil 
;  his  profession  in  X'ew  York  City  for  fourteen  years, 
}  and  still  later  he  located  in  Hartford,  where  he  was 
j  connected  w^ith  a  dental  association  until,  in  1S89, 
;  he  opened  an  office  in  Suftieicl.  After  locating  in  Suf- 
'  field  he  had  branch  offices  in  Windsor  and  Thomip- 
;  sonville,  opening  an  office  in  the  last  named  village  ^ 
■  in  1891,  but  liis  increasing  business  in  later  years 
compellcfl  him  to  give  up  the  Windsor  office  and  de- 
vote his  wdiole  time  to  Thompsonville  and  Suffield. 
:  He  was  an  artist  in  his  profession,  and  his  genial 
wavs  and  careful  attention  to  the  needs  of  his  pa- 
tients gained  for  him  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
:  dentist,  and  secured  for  him  an  extensive  ]M-actice. 
Dr.  Lawrenee  was  a  member  of  Apol!(T  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.  ;  Washington  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. :  Lv- 
man  Council,  ( T'.  A.  M..  (>i  .Nuffield:  Asnuntock 
'  Lodge,  K.  P.,  of  Thompsonville;  I'utnam  Phalanx, 
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of  I  Ian  Ion!  :  w  as  also  an  i.  WA  \-\-\\o\\-.  ami  a  incmlx^r  ' 
(It  iho  Order  oi  I'orcslers.     lie  was  a  nicnilu'r  <-)l  , 
the  (.irand  Lodge  of  l\night.>  of  r_vihias.  and  was  ' 
*iisiriet  deputy  grand  ehaneellur  of  tiu-  l-deveniii  dis- 
trict at  tile  lime  of  his  death.     The  inierc-l  taken 
ill  I'ythiauism  by  Dr.  Lawrence  \va>.  an  aeiive  'Mie, 
To  him  can  be  credited  ihe  institution  of  Ch'deon  : 
Granger  Lodge,  of  Sultield.  auvl  the  work-  alreadv  ' 
aecoiiiiilished  in  forming  lodges  at  \\  are!lou■^e  I'oint  : 
and  W'inilsor  Locks.    J  Jo  was  a  man  of  character,  : 
lived  up  to  the  true  prineii)les  of  brotherly  love,  and  ; 
those  who  knew  him  wel!  eiijoyetl  the  pleastu'cs  of  ' 
liis  eom]iauv  at  all  times.    His  genial  ]iresence  was 
felt  in  the  lodge  room,  where  his  devotion  to  the  : 
order  he  r(.'p^l.•^ented  was  echoed  by  words  of  wis- 
dom and  lo\'e  for  his  fellownien.  In  his  nohle  heart  ' 
he  carried  the  true  principles  of  fraternity:  he  prac-  , 
ticed  its  teachings  in  his  walks  in  life:  and  ever  by  ' 
word  and  deed  made  his  efforts  an  example  of  what  ; 
fraternity  teaches.    To  have  known  Dr.  Lawrence  j 
was  to  like  him.    As  a  friend  and  brother  he  shone  : 
pre-eminent,  and  his  charities   \vere  conducted   in  ' 
that  unostentatious  manner  that  becomes  a  knight 
and  a  true  man.    His  kmdly  ways  are  sadlv  missed  j 
in  his  home  and  the  various  organizations  in  which  I 
he  was  interested.    He  died  Jan.  8,  1S99.  j 

ALMOND  JOEL  CUTTLNG,  D.  D.  S..  a  prom-  : 
inent  and  successful  dentist  of  Southington,  was  I 
born  in  Shrewlniry,  ^lass.,  Sept.  21.  185'').  a  son 
of  Joel  and  Susan  (Kennan)  CuttinQ-.  natives  of  ! 
Holden,  Mass.,  and  of  Englisli  auil  Irish  descent.  : 
The  father,  a  shoemaker  bv  trade,  is  now  a  resident  j 
of  Amherst,  Mass.,  and  is  engaged  in  his  vocation.  ^ 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  for  two  years  in 
the  T,2c\  Mass.  A'.  L  '  I 

Dr.  Cutting  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State.  , 
Although  possessing  an  ardent  lov\;  for  books  and  ' 
education,  circumstances  prevented  him  going  far- 
ther than  the  public  schools,  and  he  worked  on  a 
farm  most  of  the  time  until  eighteen  vears  of  age,  i 
when  he  spent  a  season  in  his  father's  shop,  and  later  j 
accepted  a  position  as  attendant  in  the  State  Retreat  ; 
for  the  Insane.    During  this  period  he  decided  to  : 
take  up  his  present  profession.    In  1S76  he  began 
the  study  of  dentistry  in  Worcester.  IMass.,  and  tWo  \ 
years  later  located  at  Barre,  r\Iass.,  wdiere  he  con-  i 
tinned  his  studies.    In  18S4  he  was  graduated  from  j 
the  dental  departm.ent  of  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, standing  at  the  head  of  his  class,  and  receiv-  ; 
ing  honorable  mention  in  the  final  examinations.  In 
July,  of  the  same  year,  he  located  in  Southington,  | 
where  he  has  since  been  in  active  and  successful  j 
practice.  | 

On  July  21.  1878.  Dr.  Cutting  was  um"ted  in  mar-  ; 
riage  with  ]\Iiss  Lizzie  J.  Ballou,  a  daughter  of  i 
Hiram  Ballon,  of  Pelham,  Mass.,  and  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  them  one  is  now  living,  Mabel  L.  Eor  ■ 
his  second  wife  the  Doctor  married  ?^Iiss  Sarah  E.  ; 
Bell,  daughter  of  Charles  Bell,  of  Plantsville,  Con- 
necticut. I 

Dr.  Cutting  is  an  active  member  of  the  Metli- 


odist  Tilpisco]);!!  Church,  and  has  been  superinteut.!- 
ent  of  the  Sunday-.>chiH)l  since  1885.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Independent  ( )rder  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  C 'nk-r  ut  L'iiiivd  .\nierican  Mechanics,  and  the 
Sons  of  W'lerans.  He  has  belouged  to  the  Con- 
nect icul  .^'aie  Hcnlal  Association  since  i88(),  and 
in  3ilay,  1808,  was  elected  its  ])resident.  Dr.  Cut- 
tmg'.s  [lersi^inal  magnetism  is  felt  by  all  his  patients 
who  trust  themselves  to  his  treatment,  and  he  enjovs 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  has  ever  been 
iiiterested  and  identified  with  the  public  affairs  of 
his  t'nvn,  all  of  which  receive  hi.s  luartv  co-opera- 
tion, ai^d  politically  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Pro- 
hibition. 

AMXTHROP  Bl"CK  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  citizens  of  Wethersfield.wdiere  he 
was  born  on  the  old  Buck  homestead  Dec.  16,  1816. 
His  family  is  not  only  among  the  most  esteemed, 
but  also  among  the  oldest  and  most  influential  in 
\\  ethersfield,  in  the  records  of  which  tow  n  they 
eiiio\-  the  distinction  of  having  been  among  tlie 
earlv  settlers.  In  fact,  the  Bucks  were  among  the 
earlv  pioneers  of  Connecticut,  and  mav  be  ranked 
among  that  advance  guard  whose  members,  from 
religious  conviction  and  through  sturdy  manhood, 
aided  in  making  Xew  England  \vhat  it  is  to-day — 
the  mother  of  colleges  and  the  fountain  head  of 
sturflv  and  aggressive  patriotism. 

Tlie  first  one  bearing  the  family  name  to  settle 
in  \\'ethersfield  was  Emanuel  Buck.  At  that  time, 
if  tradition  be  correct,  he  was  young,  strong  and 
fearless,  and  his  name  appears  on  the  record  in 
connection  with  those  of  Henry  and  Enoch  Buck, 
who  are  supposed  to  have  been  bis  brothers.  There 
is  little  question  that  the  family  is  of  English  origin. 
Emanuel  was  born  in  1623.  and  settled  at  Wethers- 
field  in  1645.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  leading  citi- 
zen in  the  young  settlement,  becoming  a  landowner, 
and  being  made  a  freeman  and  elected  constable  in 
1669.  He  was  one  of  three  men  (the  other  two 
being  Georee  Riley  and  Samuel  Boardman.  also  of 
Wethersfield )  who  were  granted  the  privilege  of 
Iniilding  a  sawmill  at  what  was  then  known  as 
"Pine  Stave  Swamp,"'  but  is  now  the  site  of  Xew- 
ington.  He  was  twice  married,  was  the  father  of 
a  large  family,  and  died  at  Wethersfield  an  old 
man.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Demincr,  and  his 
second — to  whom  he  was  united  on  April  17,  165S 
— was  Marv  Kirbv,  who  was  lx)rn  in  ^Middletown. 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Kirby,  and  died 
Jan.  12,  T712,  The  fruit  of  the  first  marriage  con- 
sisted of  three  children  :  Ez.ekiel,  born  on  Jan. 
I,  1650;  John,  born  in  Xovember,  1652:  and  Jona- 
than, born  April  8,  1(^155.  The  second  wife  bore  him 
seven  chiklren  :  INlary,  born  Jan.  I,  1659:  David. 
A]jril  13,  \f^('>/:  Sarah.  April  I.  l66c);  Hannah, 
.Vj^ril  12,  1671;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  4,  1676;  Thomas. 
Tune  10.  1678;  and  .Abigail.  Aug.  I,  1682.  David. 
Emanuel  Buck's  eldest  son  and  second  child  by  his 
second  marriage,  was  a  farmer  of  Wethersfield,  in 
which  town  he  was  born,  and  where  he  died  Sept. 
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30,  17J8  \^oi-  I73'"^  L  As  wore  liis  ancestors,  so  was 
lie,  a  nuui  of  nv.ick  iiUolli.^oiK'c,  iinassuniiiii;'  inaii- 
jicrs  ami  unassailable  integrity,  beloved  l>y  his 
friends  am!  honored  l\v  all.  On  Juno  14,  1690,  he 
jn.arried  l-.!izabelh  .ilublxird.  \vhc>.-e  laiher  was 
Daniel  Hubbard,  of  Guilford.  She  was  born  in 
1600,  and  died  .Mareli  1733.  She  was  ihe  ni  ithcr 
of  ten  children:,  Idi/.abeth.  born  l\b.  16,  1691; 
Ann,  April  25,  1693;  Daniel,  Se;)!.  13,  1695:  David, 
March  13,  U>y8 ;  .Mary,  Sept.  9,  1700;  Josiah.  Jan. 
16.  1703:  Joseph,  Aitril  5.  1705  (died  Sept.  14, 
^7^7)  '•  J''l"i-  J^dy  iS,  1707  ((.lied  March  o,  17261  ; 
Eunice,  Dec.  19,  1710:  and  Mabel,  June  5,  171J. 

Josiah  Buck,  lineal  descendant  of  the  first  \\'in- 
throp,  and  .^Teat-grandfaiher  of  the  i^resent  £::enlle- 
juan  of  that  name,  was  a  fanner,  as  had  been  his 
ancestors  for  several  g-cnerations.  He  passed  his 
life  at  AW'thersfield  without  ostentation,  yet  with 
a  native  kindliness  of  heart  and  deed  fostered  and 
stinudated  by  Christian  faith.  He  died  Feb.  8, 
1793.  llis  wife,  Ann  Deniing'.  was  born  at  W'eth- 
ersfield  ^hiy  2S,  171 1,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Ann  (\\'ickhani)  Deming.  Charles  Deming  was 
a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  Deming',  and  a  grand- 
son of  John  Deming:,  who  married  Honour  Tread. 
Mrs.  Buck's  maternal  grandparents  were  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Churchill)  W'ickham.  She  married 
Josiah  Buck  on  Alay  28,  1731,  and  died  ]\Iarch  9, 
1772,  having  borne  her  husband  seven  children: 
Ann,  born  Feb.  26,  1732:  Mary,  Oct.  31,  1733; 
Elizalx^th,  April  7,  1735;  Prudence,  Dec.  15,  1737; 
Josiah,  April  23,  1742  (he  died  Oct.  16,  1807; 
Daniel,  June  13,  1744;  and  IMabel,  ]\Iarch  22,  1748 
(she  married  Justus  Riley,  and  died  ^lay  28,  1843, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-five  vears). 

Daniel  Buck,  the  sixth  of  this  family,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Winthrop  Buck,  was  born  at  the  old 
^^'ethersfieId  homestead.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a 
fislierman.  His  holdings  of  land  v.-ere  large,  and  he 
Avas  a  slave  owner  as  vcell.  Fie  was  a  man  of  in- 
fluence, and  was  one  of  several  in  W'ethersneld 
■who  responded  to  the  call  in  1776,  being  in  the 
service  for  six  days.  He  built  two  fine  houses  on 
the  homestead  farm,  which  are  yet  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation,  and  was  very  successful  in  its 
management.  He  died  Jan.  6,  1808.  On  Dec.  3, 
1775,  at  Xew  London,  he  married  Sarah  Saltonstall, 
who  was  born  June  15.  1754.  and  died  Xov.  19, 
1828.  Her  father,  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  was  a  son 
of  Gov.  Gurdon  Saltonstall  and  his  wife,  Jerusha 
Richards,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Richard 
Saltonstall,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Watertown, 
IMass.  Gurdon  Saltonstall  married  Rebecca  Win- 
throp, a  daughter  of  John  Still  and  Ann  (Dudley) 
A\'inthrop  and  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Wait  Still 
and  Josepli  Dudlev.  Daniel  Buck  and  his  wife  were 
tlie  parents  of  seven  children:  Ann  was  born  and 
died  in  1776.  Gurdon.  the  eldest  son,  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1/77.  and  on  April  30,  1805,  married  Sus- 
anna ^^anwa^ing,  of  X'ew  York;  he  died  Aug.  4, 
1852.  The  second  son.  Daniel,  born  Oct.  27,  1779, 
■svas  a  merchant.     He  and  liis  brother,  Dudley, 


were  together  in  trade  at  Hartford  and  also  owned 
a  line  of  propiellers  to  .New  "I'orls',  He  died  at  I'o- 
iiuiinock'  Jan.   19,  i8Cx).     lie  was  twice  niarried. 
'  his  fir>t  wife  being  Julia  ?^litchel!,  a  daughter  of 
■  Flon.  Sieplien  Mix^  Mitchell,  of  Wethersfield.  The 
'  marriage  took  place  Oct.  14,  1805,  and  the  \-or.ng 
wife  died  Oct.  7,  1807.    .Subsequently  ^Ir.  Buck 
married  Fliz;i1>eth,  a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Bolden. 
i  She  was  born  Jan.  10,   1784,  and  died  March  3, 
;  1887,  aged  103  years.    Charles,  the  third  son,  was 
'  born  ^larcli  21,  t7S2.    Fie  married  Catherine  Ihad- 
ford,  of  Xew  York,  wdiere  he  lived  until  his  death, 
June  5.   1858.     The  fourth   son,  Winthrop,  was 
i  born  Dec.  9,  1784.    He  was  the  father  of  W  inthrop 
;  b'luck,  and  a  brief  account  of  his  life  will  he  given 
\  in  a  succeedirig  paragraph.    Ann,  the  seconi]  of  that 
name,  was  born  Oct.   12,  1786,  and  died  I'cl).  6, 
j  17SS.     Dudley,  the  seventh  and  youngest  child, 
i  was.  as  has  been  said,  a  partner  of  his  brother, 
I  Daniel,   in  the  general  merchandise  business  at 
j  Flartford.    He  was  born  Jan,  25,  1789.    He  v.-as 
;  twice  married,  first  on  Sept.  25,  1S27,  to  Hetty  G. 
I  Flempstead,  a  daughter  of  John  Hempstead.  She 
j  died  June  12,  1834,  and  on  Sept.  13,  1837,  he  was 
I  united   to   Martha   C,   a   daughter   of  Xathanier 
I  Adams.    He  was  the  father  of  Dudley  Buck,  the 
i  eminent  musician  and  composer,  and  died  ^hiv  8, 
i  1S67. 

j       Winthrop  Buck,  above  named  as  the  father  of 
otu"  subject,  passed  h.is  entire  life  upon  the  farm, 
}  although,  like  his  father,  he  also  followed  tlie  call- 
:  ing  of  a  fisherman.    Although  he  enjoyed  tlie  ad- 
vantage of  attendance  upon  the  district  schools  he 
mav  be  said  to  have  been  chieflv  self-educated, 
having  been  a  judicious  reader  and  close  observer. 
I  His  home  v,as  on  the  farm  wdiere  his  son,  Henry, 
;  nov.-  lives,  and  he  was  one  of  the  largest  owners 
j  of  realty  in  Wethersfield.  He  was  a  \Miig  until  that 
I  partv  was  merged  into  the  Republican,  after  which, 
i  he  was  affiliated  with  the  latter.     His  religious 
i  views  were  broad,  but  he  was  ujMdglit  in  his  life, 
I  honorable  in  his  dealings,  domestic  in  his  tastes 
j  and  habits,  and  deservedly  popular  and  influential 
I  in  the  community  in  tlie  midst  of  which  he  lived 
from  his  infancy  until  liis  death,  which  occurreil 
Aug.  19,  1862.    He  vcas  twice  married.    Eunice  H. 
Parsons,  of  Amherst,  ^vlass.,  was  his  first  wife, 
their  marriage  being  solemnized  Jan.  9,  1812.  She 
died  Aug.  4  of  the  same  year,  seven  months  after 
t  becoming  a  bride,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-four. 
,  On  Dec.  28,  18 14,  'Mr.  Buck  married  Eunice  r\Iose- 
I  ly,  who  was  l)orn  Oct.  8,  1793,  aiid  passed  away 
I  Aug.  24.  1S62,  five  davs  after  her  husband.  Sh.e 
j  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Abner  and  Eunice  (Wells) 
j  Mosely.    Her  fatb.er  was  a  "^'ale  graduate,  and  a 
i  son  of  Joseph  Mosely  and  his  wife  Honeful  Rob- 
!  bins.    ^frs.  Buck's  maternal  great-grandfather  v.-as 
i  William  Wells,  wdio  married  Jerusha  Merrick,  of 
\  Glastonbur}-.    Eight  children  were  liorn  to  Mr.  and 
;  ]VIrs.  Buck.     Tiie  eldest,  Martha,  born  Xc)v.  2(>, 
j  181 5.  died  -Vug.  12,  iC)oo,  unmarried.    .She  made 
lier  home  \\  ith  her  brother,  Henry.  Xotwilhstand- 
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ing  lior  rn Ivancod  ai;o  lior  intcUcol  was  ckar  and 
vii;orinis  and  she  possc^^si'vl  a  lotmciiK'nt  and  cnUuro 
\vhicli  adi Tiled  lici"  declining  \ears  and  made  her 
<lotil'Iy  liek'Ned.  J  I  W'inthrop,  horn  Lko.  ](>, 
l8ii).  died  Jvdy  _'S.  iulxi,  a,i,ed  eii;hty-;hree  years 
;nul  seven  rn.Miths.  (,3)  Luniee.  h..)rn  Dec.  31, 
1S19,  (hed  -March  IJ,  (4)  ?\hiria  vvas  Ixirn 

Jan.  3ei,  1821,  andi  married  ICdnunid  licwe  mi  T'eb. 
3,  1856.  lie  (hed  at  Hartford  .Xpril  J3,  1S57,  and 
she  survi\-ed  him  nntil  Dec,  8.  i8ij4.  (^5)  kohert 
Avas  horn  Ma.rcli  8,  i8_'3.  De  married,  on  Christ- 
mas day,  1857,  Lncena  M..  a  dauL;h.ler  oi  Jonathian 
Enierson.  of  Lebane^n.  X.  H.  She  <hed  June  7, 
1S59,  and  on  Au^r.  5,  1800.  he  married  Plelen 
Frances  Jones,  a  dianyhter  of  Ehsha  L.  Jones,  of 
St.  All)an?,  Robert  lltick  died  at  Hartford  Aug-. 
16,  1881.  ((^)  RoswcH  Riley,  l)orn  Oct.  2\.  iSJ'\ 
married  Maria,  Catherine  Tiarnos,  of  ]^>nffalo,  X. 
Y.,  Xov.  8,  1866.  and  after  marriag-e  removed  to 
that  city,  where  his  wife's  father.  Dr.  Joseph  Harnes, 
resided.  (7)  Catherine  Mosely  was  born  Feb.  i, 
1833.  and  on  Xov.  16,  iS'')6,  became  the  wife  of 
Johm  l.iuckingham,  of  Chicago.  Vvdio  died  Aug.  21, 
1 88 1.  (8)  Henry,  thie  eighth  and  youngest  of  the 
chikh'en,  was  born  Dec.  6.  1S34.  He  niarrie(L  X'ov. 
30,  1875.  Theresa,  a  daugluer  of  George  and  Har- 
riet Whiting-  (Bradley)  Robinson. 

X\'inthrop  Fuck  was  educated  at  the  district 
scliools  and  academy  of  W'ethersfield  and  the  Hart- 
ford puldic  high  school  Francis  Fellows  being  then 
principal  of  the  last  named  institution,  .\fter  leav- 
ing scliool  he  was  offered  and  accepted  a  position 
as  teacher  at  ^^liddletown,  but  ill  health  compelled 
him  to  cancel  his  engagement.  He  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm,  with  his  parents,  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  old,  when  he  bought  what  was 
then  known  as  the  B.  D.  Buck  farm,  opposite  the 
homestead.  On  making  this  purchase  he  was  forced 
to  go  into  debt,  and  some  idea  of  the  degree  of 
prosperity  whicli  attended  his  efforts  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  fact  that  he  subseciuently  invested 
over  S20.000  in  real  estate.  In  addition  to  general 
and  dairy  farming  he  cultivated  tobacco  success- 
fully, besides  dealing  largely  in  fish.  He  liecamc 
one  of  W'ethersfield's  most  prosperous  as  veell  as 
most  popular  citizens,  was  progressive  and  public- 
spirited,  sagacious  and  farseeing,  intelligent  and 
well-read,  modest  and  unassuming.  He  was  a  hard 
worker  and  always  keenly  alive  to  the  demands  of 
biisiness,  yet  he  found  time  for  recreation,  for  the 
culti^ation  of  domestic  tastes  and  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  manv  friends  whom  he  made 
through  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  and  his  un- 
swerving integrity.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  men 
in  the  town,  only  one  of  his  old  schoolmates,  James 
Stanley  Griswold,  yet  living. 

On  Dec.  2.1,  1845.  ^^f-  B'"ck  married  Charlotte 
Woodhouse.  who  was  born  at  W'ethersfield  Oct. 
19.  i8ti).  a  daughter  of  .Sylvester  and  Sarah  (  Har- 
riss)  Woodhouse.  [An  extendc-i  historv  of  the 
^^'ood^ouse  familv  mav  be  found  on  another  fiage,] 
Mrs.  Buck  died  Jan.  15,  1896.    The  issue  of  the 


marriage  was  two  sons.  ( ; )  Edw.vkd  \\'iN  i  iiivop 
:  was  l>orn  Feb.  28,  1S47,  '*\'<'''*  cilueatcd  at  the  W'eth- 
er>field  common  schools  and  at  the  high  school  in 
llartf.'rd,  and  at  the  age  of  eighicen  entered  the 
(  ffiee  of  th.e  Travelers  Insnraiiee  Co.,  of  Hartford.. 
(  hi  Sejit.  12,  1870.  he  married  Abhie  li.,  daugluer  of 
Reuben  and  (  Mive  Barber  (.^sliorn,  and  to  them  have 
lieen  born  three  children  :  X\'inlhrop,  Sept.  2,  1878 
(who  graduated  from  ^'ale  in  the  class  of  looo); 
'  h-dward  (  )sborn,  June  25.  1883:  and  Helen  Dudlc. 

July  2,  1888.  Mr.  Ihick  is  a  ReimlMican  and  a 
■  member  of  the  Congregational  Churcli  in  Hart- 
!  ford.  ('2)  Fouis  Dudley,  l)orn  Aug.  13,  1850,  mar- 
;  ried  Faura,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  O.  Clnu-ch.,  ^'f 
j  Massachuselts.  and  lived  upon  the  homestead,  where 
he  died  March  19,  1887.  His  widow  resides  in 
j  Chicago.  He  was  the  father  of  three  children, 
I  Charlotte,  Mary  C.  and  Fouisc  Dudley. 

j       ROBFRT  JOHXSTOX  \'AXCF  is  of  Scotch 
'  descent,  his  grandparents  having-  been  members  cf 
the  little  band  of  sons  of  "Auld  Scotia,"  who  origi- 
1  nated  what  has  now  become  the  nourishing  and  wel!- 
!  known  carpet  indu^trv  at  TlioniTisonville     He  him- 
{  self  is  a  son  of   John   and   Flizabeth  Crohnston) 
i  \'ance,  and  was  born  in  the  City  of  X'ew  York  on 
I  March   15,  1854.     His  prelimin.ary  education  was 
I  'received  at  the  public  schorls  of  that  citv.  and  com- 
i  pleted  at  the  high  sch.oo!  in  X'ew  Britain,  to  which 
j  place  he  removed  while  he  was  vet  a  small  ijov.  On 
'.  leaving  school  h.e  entcj-ed  the  employ  of  the  Stanlev 
;  Rule  &  Fevel  Com'--any,  and  later  was  offered  and 
accepted  the  position  of  pay.naster  for  the  Xew 
Britain  Knitting  Co. 
1        r\lr.  \'ance"s  natiu-al  bent.  ho\vever.  was  toward 
(  iournalism,  and  at  the  early  age  of  tw"enty-two  years 
I  he  founded  the  Xew  Britain  Obscr-irr.    In  1887 
i  this  paper  was  consolidated  with  the  X'ew  Britain 
j  Herald.  Mr.  A'ance  assuming  editorial  control,  and 
j  the  new  publication  taking  the  name  of  the  A'rr.' 
{  Britain   Herald.       To   his   chosen   profession  he 
brought  abilitv  of  a  rare  order,  and  under  his  able 
1  iranagement    the  Herald  has  become  a  positive 
'  influence,  not  onlx-  in  Hartford  countv,  but  also 
throughout  the  entire  State.    While  still  retaining 
;  his  chair  as  editor,  Mr.  A'ance.  durincr  the  years 
'  1S88-90,  also  filled  the  position  of  sta^'  correspond- 
ent for  th.e  Xew  York  Sun  at  Washin^'ton.  Xot- 
I  vcithstanding  the  exacting  duties  of  a  successful  pro- 
!  fessional  career,  he  has  found  time  to  travel  exten- 
sively both  in  this  countr\"  and  in  Furoije.  and  to 
discharge  with  signal  abilitv  and  fidelitv  the  duties 
:  attaching  to  various  positions  of  financial  trust.  He 
'  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Herald  Fublishhi^  Co., 
1  and  held  the  same  ofiice  in  the  X'ew  Britain  Electric 
j  Figlit  Co.,  from  the  date  of  the  organization  of  that 
\  corpoi-ation  until  it  ]jassed  under  a  new  executive 
;  control. 

'        In  ])olitics,  "S\y.  X'ance  has  alwavs  been  an  ardent 
i  and  consistent  Democrat.    For  f'lfteen  vears  was 
\  a  memlier  of  tiie   .^tate  central  committee  of  his 
party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Xational  conven- 
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tions  of  1888  iiiicl  i8uj.  at  St.  T.ouis  ami  Cliica<;o, 
rcs]icctivcly.  lie  has  also  been  nriiniiiiciU  in  ])nlilic 
life.  \'rov\  1878  to  1887  lie  served  a.<  city  clerk  of 
New  r>ritain  ;  in  1880  j-.c  was  elected  a  ;nenil)er  of 
the  C'onnecticnt  ( ieneral  .\>senil)ly  ;  and  in  1 S87-8S 
rei)resented  his  district  in  tlu-  l.th  I'nited  States 
Con.qress.  I'roni  181)3  to  i^o^  he  was  Slate  Lahor 
Commissioner,  and  in  i89()  was  elected,  mayor  of 
New  liritain.  'J\>  ever_\'  jiosition  which  he  has 
fdlcd,  in  either  i)rivate  or  i)iil)lic  life,  lie  has  hrongiit 
the  capahilil}'  residtin^.^  from  rare  talent,  joined  To 
the  intci^rity  which  proceeds  from  a  hi^jh  sense  of 
honoi'.  lie  is  widely  known  throngh^nt  Connecti- 
cnt,  and.  while  warmly  liked  the  jx-ople  oi  his 
own  city,  is  held  in  h\0\  esteem  hv  ])nl)l!c  men 
throiii^-hont  the  State,  without  rei^ard  to  pai'ty 
alTiliation. 

Mr.  \'ance  is  a  member  cif  the  Masonic  Order 
and  of  the  I.  ( ).  O.  F.  He  was  married,  Jan.  24, 
i8yo.  to  Miss  Matilda  O'Connor,  of  Alabama,  and 
three  children  have  ])cen  born  to  tliis  union,  Agnes, 
Johnston  and  Robert  Cummings. 

CHARLES  I'.RADLEY  COWLES.  who  is 
actively  identified  with  the  l)nsiness  interests  of 
Souihington  as  agent  for  the  Hartford  Life  In- 
surance Co.  in  Plantsville,  was  born  in  Southington, 
Sept.  12,  1840.  Plis  father,  Charles  Augustus 
Cowles,  was  born  Jan.'  i,  180S,  and  was  married 
Sept.  24,  1839,  to  Mrs.  Delia  \'ictoria  (Stedman) 
Bradley,  widow  of  Charles  Bradley.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  Charles  B. ;  I'rederick  A.;  Jane 
L.,  wife  of  Royal  C.  .Mix:  Walter  A.;  William"  PL  : 
Julia  A.,  wife  of  Alfred  X.  Parmalee  ;  and  Fanny 
M.  Tlie  father  acquired  a  competence  in  trade 
in  the  South,  became  a  large  land  owner  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Plantsville,  Conn.,  and  was  extensivelv 
engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  Plantsville,  Tune 
0,  1873. 

Addison  Cowles,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Southington  Feb.  17,  1770, 
and  was  married  Feb.  24,  1800,  to  Phebe,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Jesse  Cole.  He  lived  in  Plantsville 
Center,  where  his  wife  died  March  13,  1824,  aged, 
forty-six  years,  and  his  death  occurred  Feb.  23. 
1S2S.  His  father,  Ashbel  Cowles,  was  'born  in 
Southington,  Sept.  29,  1740,  and  was  married  April 
29,  1769,  to  Rhoda  Lee,  daughter  of  Lired  and 
Rhoda  (Judd)  Lee.  He  lived  west  of  Plantsville 
cemetery.  He  was  an  extensive  reader,  possessed  a 
very  retentive  memory  and  was  well  versed  in  his- 
torical dates.  He  held  several  offices,  serving  as 
constable  for  years,  first  selectman  in  1792,  and' also 
held  the  military  rank  of  captain.  He  died  Sept. 
19,  1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Josiah  Cowles,  who 
was  born  in  b^inuington,  Nov..  20,  1716,  and  was 
married  Xov.  11,  1739.  to  Jemima  Dickinson.  Soon 
after  marriage  he  located  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Southington,  where  he  bought  land  extensively. 
His  wife  died  Oct.  19,  1746,  and  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, Xov.  22,  1748,  his  second  union  being  with 
I\.lary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Pynchon) 


'  Scmt,  of  SotUh!ngton.     lie  was  a  man  of  great 
i  energw  took  a  leading  part  in  church  and  seK'iely 
matters,  held  several  important  town  ofhces,  and  held 
I  the  militarv  rank  oi  captain.    He  was  the  father  of 
eighteen  cin'ldren,  and  his  descendants  are  luimer- 
ous  and  scattered.    Josiah  C/owles  died  Juno  o,  1703. 
His  father,  'J'homas  Cowles.  was  born  in  Farming- 
(on.  I'eb.  4,  ifj8(),  and  was  married  Jan.       1714,  to 
^L^rtha  ju^lA.  eldest  daughter  of  'fhonias  and.  Sarah 
(Freeman)  Judd,  of  Waterburw      lie  resided  in 
I  h'armington,  where  he  died  March  ir,  1751.  His 
I  fatlier,  Samuel  Cowles.  was  bi:irn  in  Farmington, 
;  March  17,  i()(u,  and  was  married,  ^Lay  12.  1685.  to 
Rachel  Porter.    He  lived  in  Farmington  until  al)OUt 
171'),  when  he  removed  to  Kensington,  wliere  he 
died  Oct.   14,  1748.      Ik  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
I  Cowdes,  who  was  born  in  i(i3<,t.  and  was  married, 
:  Feb.  14.  ihOo.  to  Abigail,  daugliter  of  Timotliy  Stan- 
,  lew  of  Hartford.    '.I'liey  made  their  home  in  Farm- 
;  ington.  and  he  was  one  of  the  eighty- four  proprie- 
tors of  that  town  in  1672.    Fie  died  April  17.  1691. 
!  His  father,  John  Cole,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartford,  but  soon  after  i(''i40  he  located  in  h^arm- 
ington,  and  wdiile  residing  th.ere  was  induced  to 
I  change  his  name  to  Cowles,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
'  inconvenience  of  being  taken,  at  limes  for  another 
■  John  Cole,  living  in  the  same  place.    From  th.at  time 
i  the  descendants  of  his  eldest  son.  Samuel,  have 
'  spelled  the  name  Cowdes.    John  Cole  was  a  farmer, 
:  and  a  deput\-  to  the  (deneral  Court  in  1653  and  1654. 
!  In  1662  he  removed  10  Hadle}'.  ^tass.,  where  he  died 
'  in  September,  1675.    Flis  wife,  Hannah,  died  in 
:  Hartford.  March  b.  16S3.  aged  seventy  years. 
!       Charles  B.  Cowles.  wdiose  name  begins  this  arti- 
cle, grew  to  manhood  in  Plantsville,  and  was  pro- 
I  vided  with  excellent  educational  advantages,  attend- 
'  ing  Prof.  Glendenning's  Boarding   School,  Stam- 
I  ford,  and  Lewis  Academv,  Southington.    At  the 
j  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1S61,  lie  joined  the 
[  bo}'s  in  blue  as  color  bearer  of  Companv  I,  12th 
;  Conn.  \'.  I.,  for  three  years'  service,  and  re-enlisted 
!  at  Xew  Iberia,  La.,  with  his  regiment,  in  1863.  For 
I  two  years  he  was  detailed  on  detached  duty,  recruit- 
ing and  taking  recruits  to  the  front.    After  three 
1  years  and  eleven  months  of  service,  he  was  hionorably 
discharged   at    Hartford.      Returning   home,  he 
i  engaged  in  merchahdisin.p'  in  Plantsville  for  three 
'  years,  then  spent  several  years  in  farming,  and  for 
I  the  past  twenty  years  has  represented  the  Hartford 
Life  Insurance  Co.    He  is  a  w.-ide-awake.  enterj^ris- 
ing  business  man.  and  has  met  with  well-deserved 
success  in  his  undertakings. 

On  Jan.  15,  1868,  ^Ir.  Cowdes  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^liss  Carolina  \'.  Moss,  a  daughter  of 
Aanm  and  Abigail  (Hitchcock;  Moss,  of  Milldale. 
1  and  they  have  three  chihlren:    Lillian  Moss;  Ed- 
i  ward  Aaron  :  and  Fmily  Moss,  wlio  married  X^elson 
i  G.  Latidon,  and  has  one  daughter,  Lucy  Elizabeth. 
I  Mr.  Cowdes'  political  support  is  given  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Reiniblican  party,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Trumbull  Po'~t  Xo.  16,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs. 
Cowles  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  tlie  .\meri- 
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can  ]\cvi>luiion,  Ix-in^'  cli!^il>!c  to  nicinborsliip  in  that 
order  tln-o'.<.i;h  lier  g'i-oat-L;ran;lt'atlicr,  Amasa  lliich- 
cocl^',  who  was  a  liciUop.aut  in  the  l\c\'iihitioiiar\'  war. 

Al'S'l'lX  V.  WtLlJAMS  (.!ecoaso<n  was  at 
one  lime  a  proniinem  )>nsiness  man  of  Xew  York 
City,  hui  mueh  (  i  hie  was  sjient  in  jiarlford 
county.  He  was  horn  in  Ea.^L  Hartford,  Feb.  26, 
1805.  a  son  ot  Ozias  and  Anna  W  ilHams,  and  Iiis 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  that  jjlacc. 

At  the  aye  of  eighteen  years  ^fr.  \\  ilhanis  came 
to  ]'\'trminL;ton,  where  he  clerked  in  a  drug'  store  for 
a  time,  and  later  en;;'a;:;vd  in  the  lir.nlier  bu'-iness, 
\vith  an  office  in  Plainville,  Conn.  Sul),-.e([uentlv  he 
V,  a>  interested  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  business 
in  Xew  York  City,  lirst  as  a  member  of  the  lirm  of 
W  illiams  &  Abbey,  later  Williams  &  Camp,  and 
finally  Williams,  Bruce  &  Clark-.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  conncctcii  \vith  the  freedman's  liureau, 
and  later  with  that  dcuartment  in  Washington,  D. 
C.  His  last  years  were  sj)ent  in  Farmington.  where 
he  died  in  18S5,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  ]n  all  places  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces he  was  loyal  to  truth,  honor  and  right,  justly 
valuing  his  own  self-respect  as  infinitely  more  pref- 
erable than  wealth,  fame  and  position.  In  1828  he 
married  Miss  Jennette  Cowles,  a  daughter  of  Timo- 
thy and  Catherine  (Deming)  Cowles,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children.  tJne  si;>n  and  one  tlaugh- 
ter  died  in  infancy;  Anna  Treadwell  died  in 
1892,  leaving  no  children;  ^Irs.  Catherine  Deming 
\'orce  is  the  only  survivor.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1871. 

Allex  DcxxiXG  \'oRCE,  son-in-law  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Penn  Yan,  X".  Y.,  and  is  of  hrench 
descent,  his  paternal  great-grandfather  having  been 
a  native  of  ITance.  He  is  now  a  dealer  in  antii]ue 
porcelains  and  curios  in  Xew  York,  but  throughout 
his  business  career  he  has  been  interested  in  several 
dillerent  enterprises.  By  trade  he  is  a  jeweler.  At 
one  time  he  was  connected  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment at  Washington,  D.  C,  was  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness in  Xew  York,  and  later  engaged  in  the  picture 
business  in  Hartford.  Coimecticut. 

Mr.  and  rvlrs.  \'orce  have  four  children,  of 
whom  (i)  Am_\-  Clare  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Clarence 
Browning,  a  civil  engineer  of  Hartford,  married  \'ir- 
ginia  Osborn,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  \'irginia.  ('3)  Walter  Herbert  married 
!Mabel  X'ewell.  of  Rochester,  X".  Y.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Cathicrine  X'ewell ;  lie  is  now  superintend- 
ent of  the  signal  department  of  the  X'ew  York 
Central  railroad  from  .Syracuse  to  Lewiston,  X.  Y. 
(4)  Jennette  Cowles  completes  the  family. 

GEORGE  FIEXRY  GOODWIX  (deceased), 
late  of  Burnsidc,  was  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
old  and  honored  familv  whose  name  he  bore.  He 
was  born  April  7,  1826,  in  Ihirnsifle,  in  the  house 
occupied  b_\-  the  late  lamenteil  ]  [cnry  L.  (joodwin, 
and  was  a  son  of  George  and  Maria  ( Kingsbury j 
Goodwin, 


'        The  ancestry  of  the  (io.xlwin  famil\'  in  Americ.i 
j  can  be  traced  to  (Jzias  (Joodwin.  wIto  arriwd  at 
Bosliui  llarbor,  Mass.,  ScDt.  lo,  from  I'^ng- 

'  land.  The  ancestry  of  Ozias  G'jodwin  in  luig'!;ind 
I  lias  Iicen  iracL-d  tlircciK'  to  the  G.iodwins  of  I'.ast 
I  Anglia,  whose  names  ajipear  .among  the  recoi'<ls  of 
I  Xorw  ich.  .England,  as  early  a^  '-,18.  Jvcv.  Augus- 
j  tus  Jessoj)]),  a  distinguished  .blnglish  antiquarian, 
!  says  of  this  Goodwin  family:  "To  the  Gothic 
i  theme  (guda)  belongs  th.e  element  'Good,'  and  the 
meaning  of  the  name  C!o(_)dwin  will  stand  for  'good 
•  friend'  or  'liod's  friend.'  Tlie\-  who  can  boast  of 
i  forefathers  known  a  ilMusand  }-ears  ago  as  emphat- 
\  ically  the  trusty  friends  on  whose  words  and  in 
i  whi5se  lidelilv  men  could  rel}'  without  misgiving, 
!  or,  on  the  other  hanil,  well-known  as  men  whose 
earnestness,  reverence  and  devotion  mark  them 
above  others  as  the  friends  of  the  [Most  High,  with 
the  fear  of  (iod  and  th.e  love  of  God  before  their 
:  eyes,  need  not  look  for  progenitors  whom  the  ca- 
j  price  of  kings  may  have  selected  for  titular  distinc- 
!  tion,  or  the  fortunes  of  war  may  have  tossed  into 
;  eminence  and  the  si)orts  of  battle  enriclied.  They 
j  assuredly  have  noble  blood  in  tlieir  ^•eins." 

With  Ozias  Goodwin  and  his  wife  Tslary,  or 
about  the  same  time,  there  came  also  to  America,  in 
the  ship  "Lion,"  William  Goodwin  and  his  wife 
j  Susannah.    William  Goodwin  was  a  man  of  means, 
!  but  (Jzias  was  less  fortunate  in  worldly  jjossessions, 
i  and  he  came  to  Hartford  county,  Conn.,  with  the 
I  Braintree  company,  and  became  the  founder  of  the 
Goodwin  family  of  Hartford,  wdiich  has  given  to 
the   Gnited    States   many    distinguished  citizens, 
among  wdiom  were  two  Cnited  States  district  at- 
!  torneys,   Judge   Doll    Goodwin,    of    Detroit,  and 
I  Stephen  Austin  Goodwin,  of  Chicago,  the  former  ap- 
pointed to  ofirce  by  President  Jackson,  the  latter  by 
President  Lincoln.    James  Goodwin,  tlie  millionaire, 
and  James  J.  Goodwin,  formerly  a  parter  of  Pier- 
pont  Morgan,  belong  to  the  same  family. 

George  Goodwin,  the  grandfather  of  the  de- 
ceased, was  born  Jan.  7,  1757,  in  Flartford,  and  was 
one  of  the  publishers  of  the  Hartford  Courant,  wdiich 
became  one  of  the  most  famous  newspapers  of  X'ew 
England.  He  was  a  "brainy"  man,  of  noble  bearing 
and  countenance,  and  a  leading  citizen.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Edwards,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Jonathan  Edwards  family,  and  was  an  only  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  [Mary  (Butler)  Edwards,  of 
Hartford.  To  Georg'e  and  Mary  (  Edwards)  Good- 
win were  born  twelve  cr.ildren:  Elizabeth,  Richard 
]-ldward,  C)liver,  George,  Jason  (died  in  infancy), 
Jason  (2),  (who  also  died  _\oung),  Charles,  Henry, 
Jeremiah,  Jason  (  3),  a  daug^hter  (name  not  known ), 
and  Edward. 

(jcorge  Goodwin,  mentioned  above  as  a  son  of 
George,  the  fourth  in  the  family,  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford April  23,  1786,  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1S06,  and  was  afterward  engacred  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Hartford,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hud- 
son &  Goodwin  until  1S15,  when  the  i)artnershii)  was 
dissolved  and  re-formed  under  the  firm  style  of 
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Geor.q'o  Co:>(!\vin  &  Sdii,  Mr.  (uuxlwin  still  contimi- 
ing-  at  the  hoad  of  the  fivni  and  at  ihc  same  time 
inaiiai::in_<;-  the  Coui\int.  ( leorgo  (niodwin  some 
years  later  came  to  [Uirnside.  where  he  was  the  pio- 
neer paper  '■iiaiiufaeinrer.  anil  where  he  j)as<edi  the 
remainder  of  his  lite.  d\  in^  l-"e]>.  8.  1878.  Mis  re- 
main- were  interred  in  the  Old  North  eemeierv  at 
Hartford. 

To  (ie^^rge  Goodwin  antl  Maria  Kin^i'sburv 
were  horn  nine  ehildren.  nanirh':  Maria  K.,  who 
was  riiarried.  to  Henry  Pitkin,  a  -on  of  Ca])- 
tain  John  I'iikin.  of  East  Hartford:  Elizabeth, 
who  died  youiiL:";  Andrew  K..  who  died  sin- 
gle, after  reaohincr  maturity:  Elizabeth  (J).  Who 
also  died  single:  Ellen,  who  was  married  to  Thomas 
S.  Williams,  lived  in  Auhnrndale,  and  there  died; 
I\Jarv  E..  who  became  the  wife  of  William  S.  Wil- 
liams, and  died  in  Glastonbury:  George  H.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biogfraphy ;  Susan  Eeavitt.  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Henry  E.  Goodwin,  and  died  within  a  vear 
after  she  wa.s  wedded ;  and  Harriet  Talcott,  now^ 
living  in  Elartford. 

George  H.  Goodwin  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Burnside  and  the  East  Hartford 
Academy,  and  then  assisted  in  his  father's  paper- 
mill  until  1862,  during  which  period  he  erected  the 
dwelling  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  On  Aug.  22, 
1862.  he  enh'sted  in  Company  A.  Twenty-fifth  Con- 
necticut A'olunteer  Infantry.  In  1S63  he  was  pro- 
moted to  first  sergeant,  and  was  wounded  at  Irish 
Bend,  La..  Aj^ril  14,  of  the  same  vear.  He  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out,  Aug. 
26,  1863.  and  then  re-enlisted,  was  commissioned 
first  lictitenant.  and  appointed  regimental  quarter- 
master of  the  Twenty-ninth  Colored  Infantry.  While 
holding  this  position  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee- 
pan,  which  wound  rendered  him  permanently  lame, 
but  the  pain  of  which  he  uncomplaininglv  l:)ore  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  and  was  mustered  out  Oct. 
24,  1865.  after  wdiich  he  was  employed,  on  his  re- 
turn to  Hartford,  bv  the  ^'Etna  Life  Insurance  Co. 
initil  1872.  and  then  bv  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co. 
imtil  his  death,  v/hich  occurred,  after  a  short  illness 
from  pneumon.ia,  Dec.  17,  1893. 

■Mr.  Goodwin  first  married,  June  3,  1868,  ]Mary 
IMerrow  Pitkin,  who  died  Aug.  14,  187.^.  without 
issue.  On  Oct.  18,  1876,  he  married  r^Iiss  ]\Iary 
D.  Skinner,  daugditer  of  Dwight  T.  and  Sarah  fSc}'- 
mour)  Skinner.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with 
three  children:  George,  l)orn  Aug.  25,  1878:  IMary 
Edvv-ards,  born  Jan.  24,  1883:  and  William  H.,  born 
Dec.  29,  1885. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Goodwin  was  a  Re]Kibliean.  In 
his  societv  affiliations  he  was  a  member  of  Orient 
Lodge  Xo.  62,  P.  &  A.  :^r. ;  D.  C.  Rodman  Post.  G. 
A.  R.,  of  East  Hartford:  and  of  the  Law  &  Order 
League.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Eirst  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  East  Hartford,  was  one  of  its  most 
influential  members,  and  a  li]:)cral  contributor  to  its 
support. 

Prom  the  '"'East  Hartford  Congregational  Church 


History''  of  1S93  the  following  extract  is  made: 
"Of  Deacon  Goodwin,  whose  activity  made  him 
carry  his  years  so  lightly,  it  needs  a  more  eloquent 
voice  tlum  nune  to  sjicak.  He  has  wielded  fm"  so 
k>rig  a  time  such  an  intluence  lor  good,  ;md  liis  true 
and  iqM-ight  life,  and  earnest,  self-sacrificing  labors 
of  love  for  his  beloved  church,  none  of  us  can  ever 
apin'cciate.  In  exerv  departn.ient  lie  was  ready  to 
Icml  a  helping  hand  with  luuiring  devotion,  and  to 
spend  his  strength  for  its  welfare.  His  was  a  na- 
ture of  rare  sturdine^s  and  yet  gentleness;  aiwa\s 
courteous,  always  devout,  and  fearless  and  unfiinch- 
ing  for  the  right.  His  counsels  will  be  missed  not 
less  than  his  activity.  It  is  a  cause  for  thanksgiv- 
ing that  we  Iiave  h;id  tlie  privilege  of  his  life  among 
us  for  so  manv  }"ears." 

ABEL  PECKH A:\I,  Jr.  ( deceased ) ,  was  born  in 
Stonington,  Xew  London  Co.,  Conn.,  Sept.  12. 
1835,  and  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  of  Xew^ 
England's  Colonial  families,  which,  as  the  name  indi- 
cates, was  of  English  origin. 

Peleg  Peckham,  grandfather  of  Abel,  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Rhode  sland,  and  farmed  all  his 
fife  in  liopkinton,  \\  ashington  Co.,  that  State.  His 
son  Abel,  father  of  Abel,  our  subject,  was  born 
Jul}-  I,  1806,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  Hopkinton. 
and  early  learned  the  trade  of  shipwright,  at  which 
he  worked  at  Point  Judith.  R.  I.,  unul  he  turnea 
his  attention  to  fanning.  He  married,  at  Charles- 
town,  R.  I.,  Feh.  13,  1830,  Rebecca  Healy,  v.dio  was 
born  April  23,  1809,  the  result  of  the  union  being 
two  children:  William  Eranklin,  born  in  Charles- 
town,  Dec.  15,  1831;  and  Abel,  our  subject.  The 
parents  had,  early  in  the  thirties,  come  to  Connecti- 
cut, where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  near 
South  Stonington  until  1S40,  when  he  removed  his 
fannly  to  Hampden  county,  Mass.,  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Blandford,  wdiich  farm  he  cultivated  until 
1849,  '^vhen  he  moved  to  Otis,  Berkshire  countv. 
There  he  remained  until  1865,  wdien  he  returned  to 
Xorth  Blandford,  and  in  1870  came  to  Sufiield, 
Conn.,  bought  a  small  farm,  and  here  died  Aug.  12, 
1878.  At  each  of  these  removes  'Mr.  Peckham  sold 
one  farm  and  bought  another,  but  was  too  shrewd 
a  man  to  lose  money  in  any  of  his  trades.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  Otis  served  as  town 
assessor  and  selectman.  He  was  a  memlier  of  tne 
}>lethodist  Episcopal  Churcn,  was  temperate,  hard- 
working and  truthful,  and  was  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  widow,  also  a  consistent  ^Methodist, 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  William  I-".,  in  Sufiield, 
Dec.  20,  1890. 

Aljel  Peckham.  Jr.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  district  schoi^ls  of  Blandford  and  (  )tis, 
and,  being  fond  of  stud}',  later  went  to  the  acade:nv 
at  Wiibraham,  ^^lass.  L'pon  his  return  he  ac- 
cepted positions  as  school  teacher  in  the  district 
schools  of  Otis  Center  and  West  ( )iis,  and  this  voca- 
tion lie  followed  several  terms:  he  then  served  as 
school  visitor  and  comnuttee  for  the  examination 
of  teaclicrs.    He  engaged  in  farnnng  at  Blandford 


I 


C0MMr-.\f0h:.!rn iz  biocrapiiicai.  rjicord. 


for  scveti  years,  tlirn  removed  to  l-'lorenee.  lianip- 
sliire  Co.,  Alass.,  ;uul  lor  one  year  lollowetl  nierehaii- 
ilisiiig"  and  butchering.    In  lie  came  to  Sutueld. 

bought  a  iann  of  tlfiy-six  acres  tr<nn  Sihis  Clark — 
tlie  Abiiah  Kennnglon.  farm — and  enra.ged  in  cuUi- 
vating  the  usual  products  ol  llie  neigliborhdod.  A 
few  years  jirior  U)  his  dealh  he  was  attacke<l  with 
pner.nionia.  which  deg'enerated  intii  ccjnsunijnii  ai. 
and  this  eutlcd  in  his  death.  May  _\S,  187S.  Mis 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Sutfield  cemetery,  and 
lie  left  relatives  and  friends  who  sincerely  deplored 
his  deparUu'e  from  their  miilst.  He  was  a  sincere 
and  devcmt  member  eif  the  Congregaiiunal  Church, 
and  died  in  the  convictit.n  of  a  blessed  immortalitv. 
In  politics  he  was  a  J^emocrat,  but  never  v^as  an 
office  seeker. 

]\Ir.  Peckham  was  married,  at  Xorlh  I'.landford, 
Mass.,  X'ov.  12,  1859,  to  Miss  julia  A.  Gibl)s,  born 
Aug-.  15,  1S4T,  daughter  of  liradner  S.  tiibbs,  and  a 
native  of  Blandford,  and  to  this  union  three  chil- 
dren were  born:  Edwin  L.  an.d  William  Horace, 
born  in  Otis.  Mass.;  and  Larrie  R..  in  iUandford, 
Mass.  Edwin  L.  died  in  ElcTrer.ce,  Mass.,  at  tlie  age 
of  eleven  years.  W'ji.lia.m  JbjK.\ci-:  was  educated 
in  the  district  school  and  the  Connectictn  Literary 
Institute,  at  Sufheld,  under  Prof.  .Shores,  and  since 
his  father's  death  has  farmed  the  homestead,  to 
which  he  has  added  twenty-three  acres  through  his 
skill  and  industry,  and  now  owns  seventy-nine  acres. 
He  has  been  successful  as  a  toi)acco  grower,  dairy- 
man and  farmer,  has  made  manv  improvements  on 
the  old  farm,  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  best  of  its 
size  in  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  a  sound  one.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  The  brother,  sister  and  mother 
all  make  their  home  together  on  the  homesteail 
farm. 

Elijah  Gibbs,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Peck- 
ham,  lived  and  died  in  Blandford.  Mass.,  a  farmer. 
To  this  marriage,  with  Eanny  IMorton,  were  born 
ten  children:  Eli,  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania; 
Levi  and  Lticias,  of  ^Monterey,  [Mass. ;  Henry,  a  mer- 
chant of  the  Keystone  State;  Dwight  and  Israel, 
farmers  of  Blandford,  Mass.:  Bra'lner  S.,  father  of 
I\Irs.  Peckham  ;  Betsey  Ann,  who  v.'as  married  to 
Curtis  Deming,  of  Xew  Boston,  Mass. ;  Mrs.  Orville 
Gibbons;  and  Eannie,  who  was  married  to  Smith 
Marcy.  and  became  the  mother  of  Dr.  ]Marcy,  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

Bradner  Stuart  Gibbs.  father  of  'Mr%.  Peckham, 
passed  his  life  on  the  homestead,  and  died  Aug.  ly, 
1888.  His  widow  died  Dec.  10,  1890.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  man  of  established  hon- 
esty. To  his  marriage,  with  Sarah  Demming.  at 
Sandisfield,  ]Mass.,  were  born  seven  children:  John 
H. ;  Julia  Ann,  Mrs.  Peckham  :  Jane  :  Emogcne,  wife 
of  Charles  Loomis,  of  Leeds,  Mass.  ;  Elijah,  of  West- 
field  ;  ^Marietta,  wife  of  Russell  (jibbs,  of  illand- 
ford  ;  and  Albert,  who  is  a  farmer  in  the  last-named 
town.  The  Gibbs  familv  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Blandford,  and  the  first  male  child  born  in 
Blandford  was  a  member  thereof. 


Ll-:\d  CLIXTOX  \dETS.  In  time  to  come 
ibis  volume  will  aciiuirc  added  valu.e  as  a  re])OS- 
itor\-  of  records  whose  historical  significance  wiil 
then  be  fully  a] ijM-eciated.  and  the  efforts  made  b\- 
this  genera! i(in  to  preserve  such  data  as  is  >till  ob- 
tai'iabie  concerning  their  ancestrv  will  be  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by  jiosterity. 

riie  \  iels  family,  of  which  this  honored  citizen 
of  East  (jranby  is  one  of  tl-,e  oldest  li^■ing  rejire- 
sentativcs,  has  already  c^mipiled  and  printed  in 
pamphlet  form  an  account  of  earlier  g-eneraii<jns, 
i-'rancis  11.  \'iets.  A.  B.,  taking  charge  of  the  work, 
assisted  effectively  b_\-  our  subject.  Erom  this  in- 
teresting conijjilation  we  karn  th.at  the  familv  is 
descended  from  Dr.  John  \  iets,  or  \  iett,  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  a  man  of  line  ability  and  unusual 
education  for  that  daw  He  was  born  prol)alily 
about  and  it  is  believed  that  his  marriage 

occurred  in  Xcw  York.  In  1710  his  name  aj)pears 
on  the  town  records  of  Simsbur_\-,  Hartford  county, 
as  a  newly  admitted,  citizen  ;  on  Jan.  5,  1711,  he  re- 
ceived a  deed  of  about  twelve  .acres  of  land  from  the 
heirs  of  Jolm  Griffin.  It  appears  from  these  and 
other  writings  that  he  signed  the  name  \'iett  (the 
various  spellings  of  the  name  among  dift'ereiit 
families  in  Germany  affording  a  wide  individual 
choice),  but  after  his  death  his  sons  signed  it 
X'ieits,  which  would  indicate  that  it  had  previously 
been  pronounced  thus,  and  that  tire  original  form 
mav  have  been  \  ietz.  Tlie  present  simple  mode 
was  adopted  about  1751,  and  may  now  be  consid- 
ered as  fully  authorized.  Dr.  \  iets  resided  on  tlie 
west  side  of  the  mountain,  in  Simsijury.  in  wh.at  is 
now  the  Ealls  school  district  of  East  Granby.  Here 
he  cultivated  his  farm  and  practiced  medicine,  but 
on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  country  at  tliat 
time,  and  the  poverty  naturally  attending  the  new 
settlement,  he  was  not  as  successful  as  he  had  an- 
ticipated in  his  profession,  and  thought  of  returning; 
to  his  native  cotmtry.  In  1713  he  mortgaged  his 
farm  for  the  sum  of  iio.  At  this  time  tb.ere  was 
a  linseed-oil  mill  on  the  estate,  which  he  probably 
erected  not  long  before.  In  1723,  a  short  time  be- 
fore his  death,  l:e  received  a  grant  of  eighty-two 
acres  of  lantl  from  the  town  of  Simsbtny.  Dr. 
A'iets  died  of  a  fever  wdien  about  fifty-eight  years 
of  age.  and  three  surviving  records  concttr  in  giv- 
ing the  date  of  his  death  as  Xov.  18,  1723.  The 
name  of  his  wife  was  Catharine,  according  to  tv.'o 
surviving  records.  Of  her  maiden  surname  we 
have  no  record,  but  there  is  a  tradition  that  it  was 
^.levers.  Bier  gravestone  in  Sim^bury  Ixars  the 
following  inscription :  "Catherine  \'ets,  ye  wife 
of  Dct.  John  \'ets,  died  March  5,  1734,  AZ.  68." 
The  inscription  differs  in  flate  from  the  town 
record  of  Simsbury,  and  the  famib,-  record  kept  by 
her  son,  Henry  A'iets,  wdiich  states  that — Cathar- 
ine, wife  of    Dr.  John  X'iets,  bad  four  children  in 

I  the   following  order:     Catharine  married   a  Mr. 

j  Hoskins,  of  Windsor;  Henr_\-,  born  1709,  died  April 
2.  1779;  John,  born  Xov.  3,   1712,  married  Lois 

j  PbeliJS,  died  .-\pril  8.  1777;  and  Mary  (or  Mercy) 
married  a  Mr.  Gough  or  Goff.    At  the  death  of 
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tlieir  father  Henry  aiul  John  wore  thrown  at  an 
early  ai^e  upon  tlieir  own  eti^'rts.  T.y  their  iiuhis- 
try  anil  ahilitv  they  aeonired  eonsiclcrahle  estate. 

(II  llenry  \  icts  was  for  a  time  emiiloyed  in 
the  copiXM"  mines  in  Simshnrv,  h;u  scon  turned  his 
attention  to  farniius^'.  and  Incanie  tlie  invner  if  an 
extensive  estate  in  the  nonliern  jiart  of  Sinisburv. 
His  homesteatl  is  now  the  ])ro]XTty  and  plaee  of 
residenee  of  his  descendant,  hunes  H.  \  iets..  Henrv 
\'iets  died  Ajiri!  J.  1770.  His  lirst  wife.  Mari;aret. 
died  SejU.  jS,  1750.  lie  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Al;igarei  Austin,  of  Windsor,  who  was  b  un 
in  171,:.  and  dn'ed  l.'ct.  14,  17S3.  llis  eliihlren  Iw 
bis  first  wife  were:  Henry,  l)Mrn  Jan.  24,  1737,  died 
Feb.  5,  ]Sj4;  Alargaret,  boiii  Ma_\-  9.  1730,  dieti 
Sept.  -'2.  178-';  Luke,  born  June  17,  174,^.  died  Oct. 
21,  1757,  aeeidentallv  shot  at  liecket,  .Mas.s..  while 
lumtiui;" :  David,  born  l-el).  iS.  1745.  died  Xov.  3. 
1815;  Jona  lian,  born  Sept.  2(1.  1750,  died  Feb.  17, 
1S37.  L'.y  his  secoinl  wife  he  had  one  son,  James, 
born  Aug-.  2S,  17^2,  died  Dec.  23,  1S27. 

Capt.  John  X'iets,  brother  of  Henry,  was  also 
for  a  time  employed  in  the  coj^per  mines,  and  after- 
ward became  a  farmer  and  an  extensive  trader. 
His  estate  lay  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Green- 
stone IMouiitain,  and  his  homestead  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  descemlant.  X'irgil"  E.  \'iets. 
When,  at  th.e  breaking-  out  of  the  Revolution,  Xew- 
gate  prison  was  established,  John  \'iets  was  ap- 
pointed keeper.  He  married.  Dec.  12,  1734,  Lois 
Phelps,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Phelps.  She  was 
horn  March  10.  171 S,  and  died  Xov.  12.  iSio,  while 
his  death  occurred  April  S,  1777.  The}-  liad  ten 
children:  John,  boni  IVLarch  2,  1736,  died'  Sept.  27, 

1765,  married  Elizabeth  Phelps;  Roger,  born 
]\Iareh  9,  1737.  A.  B.  Yale  College,  1758,  died  Aug. 
15,  181 1  ;  Seth,  born  May  26,  1740,  died  1823.  mar- 
ried Ruth  Smith;  Eunice,  born  Xov.  24,  J742, 
married  Elisha  Griswold  (her  son,  Alexander  \'iets 
Griswokl,  was  born  in  Simsbury.  Conn.,  April  22, 

1766,  died  in  l-'>oston,  ?klass.,  Feb.  15,  1843  :  bishop  of 
the  Eastern  diocese  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  Cnited  States,  from  181 1  to  1843; 
became  presiding  bishop  in  1836.  A  "Life  of  Bish.op 
Griswold"  was  written  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stone, 
D.  D. )  ;  Lois,  born  Jan.  29.  1744,  niarried  Jona- 
than Buttles;  Abner  is  mentioned  bekjw :  Cathar- 
ine, born  Aiig.  7,  1749,  diefl  Ajjril  14,  1756;  Dan 
was  born  July  2.  1751;  Rosannah,  born  Aiay  13, 
1755,  married  l-'leazcr  Rice;  Luke,  born  June  6, 
1759.  died  Feb.  23.  1835. 

(HI)  Capt.  Abner  X'iets,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Simsbury  Feb.  15,  1747,  and 
died  in  Granby,  July  27,  1826.  His  farm,  now  in 
the  town  of  East  Granljy,  is  owned  by  our  subject. 
His  wife,  .NLarv  \'iets,  born  June  27,  1751,  died 
Sep'..  4,  1S25.    ']  heir  children  were:  Abner,  born 

June  29,  1772.  ma.'-ried  Sarah   ,  died  Xov. 

iS,  1825;  Mar}-,  born  May  iM,  1774,  married  Henry 
\'icts,  died  April  7,  1805;  Benoni.  born  Feb.  13, 
1777,  married  i-'^ther  Dewey,  died  Feb.  ll,  1852; 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  17.  1779,  married  Susan  Pratt, 
died  March  6,  1814;  Eunice,  born  Dec.  27,  1780, 


married   Enoch   Kellog,   died    I  (late   not  given); 
Dan,  born  (let.  17,  1783,  married  I'enlah  IMielns, 
died  1-^tc.  20,  1800:  .\nnis,  born  3>Iarch  11,  1785, 
married  a  Mr.   Rudd  :  Levi  i.s  menlioned  below; 
Elizabeth,   born   Ai^ril   30.    171)0,   married  Russell 
I  Loomis ;  A]iol]os.  born  Julv  25,   17()4,  died  aged 
1  about  twenty-one.    Capt.  Abner  \  iets  was  a  suc- 
cessful man  financiallv.  and  in  addition  to  general 
!  larming  he  was  cxtensivelv  interested  in  stock  rais- 
I  ing.   J\^litically  he  was  a  Federalist  and  was  active 
I  in  public  affairs,  serving  some  time  as  captain  in 
1  the  Stale  militia,    liis  mental  gifts  were  superior, 
j  and  he  became  especiallv  well-informed  on  legal 
];rinciples.  his  skill  in  unraveling  problems  of  that 
I  natiRe  causing  him  to  be  frequently  employed  as  a 
lawyer. 

1  (1\A  Levi  A'iets,  the  father  of  our  subiect. 
was  btirn  in  Simsburv  June  15,  \jS(k  and  received 
a  good  common-school  educatior..  He  was  one  of 
tile  most  successful  farmers  in  East  Granby,  and 
resided  throughout  liis  life  on  the  ho:rie  farm,  with 
the  exception  of  five  vears  which  he  spent  with  his 
ur.cle  Luke.  He  owned  and  operated  over  300 
acres  of  land,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  tobacco 
raiser,-  in  that  section.  As  a  citizen  he  was  well- 
known  in  the  community  and  much  respected,  and 
althougdi  he  never  took  an  active  part  in  public 
matters  he  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  old  Wdiig 
partv.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  estii-iialdc  wife  was  for  many  years  acl- 
ivel\-  identified  with  the  Xorth  Granby  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Pie  died  Dec.  22,  1S57,  while  his 
son,  Levi  C,  was  in  the  West,  and  his  remains  ni_)w 
rest  in  the  East  Granby  cemetery.  He  married 
Sarah  Dibble,  who  was  born  April  10,  1792,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Benjamin  Dibble,  and  died  Sept.  15, 
1852.  They  had  two  children:  i.,evi  Clinton,  our 
subject,  and  Richard  Benjamin,  who  w-as  born 
April  23.  1830,  and  died  July  24,  1863,  after  a  long 
sickness. 

(  \''  )  Levi  Clinton  \'iets  was  born  Jan.  17,  1827, 
in  East  Granby  (then  Granby),  and  during  bo}- 
hood  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, with  three  terms  in  select  schools  in  Granby 
and  four  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  in 
Suffield.  His  instruction  in  the  English  branches 
was  thorough  and  accurate.  Profs.  Burnett  and 
Gallop  being  amcmg  the  teachers  whose  assistance 
he  recalls  with  most  hearty  appreciation,  and  even 
in  his  ^■outh  he  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
mathematicians  in  this  section.  In  .April,  185 1,  at 
their  father's  request,  Levi  C.  aivl  his  brother,  Rich- 
ard B.,  took  charge  of  his  (father's)  farm  and  oper- 
ated it  for  five  years.  In  April,  1856,  our  subject 
went  we.-t  and  traveled  much  in  Iowa,  Minnesota 
and  Xebraska,  b_\'  steamboat  and  mail  coach.  A.t 
Dakota  Citv,  Xeb.,  he  resided  four  years  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  in  the  real  estate  business. 
On  Dec.  25,  18^)0,  he  returned  to  Ciranby,  having 
I  been  gone  about  five  years,  and  found  his  brother 
!  in  such  poor  health  that  he  went  to  work  with 
]  him  on  the  old  farm.  For  the  first  twelve  years  after 
his  brotlier's  death  our  subject  expended  most  of 
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his  oaniiiiiis  in  im| irovcnu'iits  ami  now  buiKlincs 
on  his  farm,  but  I'l  r  ihc  last  uvciity-lour  years  ho 
has  put  his  moinov  into>  st.>ok  iuvostmonts,  wh.ioh 
havo  pail!  hotter  than  the  farm,  and  hy  judioious  iu- 
vostmonts and  oarcful  manas^vmonl  oi  liis  inhcr- 
ilanoo  ho  has  aoounudaiod  a  suhstantial  oompotoncc, 
hut  ho  is  not  now  nuioh  ongag'od  in  farming'.  Dur- 
ing" ai!  (.if  his  hfo,  lK>idos  oporating  tlio  farrn.  ho 
lias  done  oonsidorahlo  business  in  \.>)ijd  and  hr.u- 
bor. 

Mr.  \"iets"  library  is  one  of  tlv  best  in  Ea-^t 
Granby,  and  b.o  is  woll-inforniod  ujion  the  topics 
of  the  time.  His  religions  \io\vs  are  oxtromeiv 
broad  and  liberal,  but  ho  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  oontribulos  to  its  support.  Political 
life  has  no  charms  for  him,  and  on  one  occasion, 
when  elected  selectman  of  East  Granbv.  he  de- 
clined to  serve.  Jn  early  life  lie  was  a  Whig  and 
later  he  became  a  Republican,  but  the  Free-Trade 
issue  led  him  into  the  Democratic  party,  with 
v.-hich  ho  has  since  affiliated.  His  unassuming- 
manners  and  genuine  kindliness  have  made  him 
manv  friends,  and  socially  lie  is  connected  with  tlie 
Grange  at  East  Granb}-,  ami  with  St.  Mark's  Lodge 
No.  91,  F.  ^s:  A.  'SI.,  of  Granby,  of  which  lodge 
he  was  one  of  the  charter  members. 

HOX.  ALPHEUS  D.  CLARK  (deceased). 
One  of  the  noted  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac was  the  14th  Conn.  \'.  L,  known  as  the 
'"Fighting  F^ourteonth,"  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  for  many  years  a  well-known  resident  of 
East  Glastonlnirv.  was  distinguished  for  his  sol- 
<]ierlv  cjualities  even  in  such  companv.  Fie  was  one 
of  the  few  privates  who  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
and  his  promotion  was  made  solely  upon  merit,  after 
examination  before  the  United  States  ^^lilitary 
Board  at  Washington.  Capt.  Clark's  career  as  a 
business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen  also  shows 
his  natural  abilitv  as  a  leader,  and  in  189S-99  he 
served  as  representative  from  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature. 

Our  subject  belonged  to  an  old  Connecticut  fam- 
ily, and  his  grandfather.  Pelatiah  Clark,  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Haddam,  ]\Iid- 
dlesex  county  ;  he  spent  his  last  davs  at  ^liddle- 
town,  in  the  home  of  his  son  Alfred.  Alfred'Clark 
was  born  in  Pladdam,  the  youngest  of  a  large  familx' 
of  children,  and  received  a  district  school  education. 
He  followed  farming  as  an  occupation,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  spent  in  working  in  a  brass 
foundry.  His  wife,  Christina  S.  Clark,  was  a 
•daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Clark,  and  they  had 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Mary  married  Levi 
Clark;  Alpiieus  D.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Jcannette  married  Alfred  L.  Morgan,  of  }^Iiddle- 
town ;  Smith  married  Loretta  Spencer,  and  settled 
in  Durham,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  well-known 
farmer  and  school  teacher ;  John  Ij.  married  Sa- 
mantha  Xettleton,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dur- 
liam ;  Enn'l  P.  married  George  \\'.  Tuttle,  a  me- 
chanic of  Meriden ;  Whitney    P.    married  Mary 


I  Canij),  ami  resides  on  a  farm  in  Durham;  and  Ru- 
j  ttia  auvl  !■  ranees  both  died  in  iiitaiic}'. 
I        Alpheu>  D.  Clark  was  born  in  .Middlotown  Feb. 
!  7,  1830,  and  altondod  ;i  district  school,  also  a  select 
j  school  laiiglil  b_\-  D.iniel  Id.  Chase.      His  parents 
'  <lied  when  ho  \\a,^  si.xieon  years  old,  and  lie  was 
I  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  his-iirst  em- 
ploymoiiL  Ix'ing  as  a  farm  hand.    This  he  followed 
for  three  months,  recoi\"ing  sixteen  dollars  a  month, 
which  was  considered  gootl  wages  at  that  time;  but 
ho  was  a  good  worker  and  had  an  excellent  knowd- 
edgc  of  farming  for  one  of  his  A'oars.      Flo  then 
found  work  in  the  shops  of  the  Russell  IManufactur- 
ing  Co.,  of   Middletown,   remaining   until  winter, 
when  he  taught  a  district  scliool.    For  some  time 
he  taught  in  winters  ami  farmed  in  summers,  and 
about  j80o  ho  went  to  work  in  the  Maromas  quar- 
ries, wdiere  he  was  employed  until  his  enlistment, 
from     iddletown,  in  Company  \>,  14th  Conn.  \'.  L, 
under  Capt.  E.  W.  Gibbons  and  Col.  Dwight  Morris. 
He  entered  for  three  vears,  and  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  two  vears,  taking  part  in  many  fierce 
engagements.    In  1S64  he  passed  a  most  creditable 
examination  before  the  military  board,  and  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  Company  D,  122nd  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry,  with  wdiich  he  remained  itntil  being  mus- 
tered out  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  Jan.  17,  1866. 

On  returning  home  Capt.  Clark  located  at  East 
Glastonbury,  engaging  in  the  stone  business  with 
his  father-in-law,  ^Mr.  Hentze,  under  the  name  of 
Hentze  &  Clark.  They  continued  together  for 
twenty  years,  and  in  1882  our  subject  also  began 
the  manufacture  of  pa])er,  under  the  name  of  the 
Roaring  Brook  Paper  ^Ifg.  Co.  In  1895  he  re- 
tired from  business,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days  In  ease  at  his  attractive  farm  in  Glastoirbtiry. 
On  [March  18,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss  ]\Iary 
Hentze,  a  native  of  Middletown.  and  ihey  had  two 
children:  (1)  Elisha  P..  who  married  Isabelle  .n.. 
Weir,  and  resided  on  the  farm  with  our  subject;  he 
has  one  child,  Chester  H.  (2)  Flora  ]M.,  wife  of 
Lewis  Krebs,.  died  April  .18,  1S99;  she  left  no  chil- 
dren. The  mother  of  these  children  died  Dec.  29, 
1S97.  and  the  Captain  was  again  married,  this  time 
on  April  24,  1899,  to  }kliss  Ellen  A.  House,  of  Glas- 
tonbury. In  politics  Lapt.  Clark  was  a  Republican, 
and  he  served  as  tax  collector,  school  visitor  and 
justice  of  the  peace  for  manv  years.  During  his 
term  in  the  Legislature  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  Judicial  Nomination.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  later  he 
united  with  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
w  hich  he  was  a  prominent  worker,  as  have  also  been 
his  family.  He  was  a  member  of  Drake  Post  No.  4, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  South  Manchester,  and  his  United 
States  commission  from  Adjt.-Gon.  Thomas  gave 
him  the  highest  rank  of  any  G.  A.  R.  man  in  the 
town.  His  death,  on  May  9.  1900,  was  widely  and 
sincerely  mourned. 

George  S.  and  Weltha  J.  (Warner)  House,  Mrs. 
Clark's  parents,  were  natives  of  East  Glastonljury 
and  [Marlboro,  respectively.    Ho  was  a  farmer  by 
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oocupntion.  Their  f;miil\-  consisted  of  four  cliil- 
<lrcii:  1  lo!-licrt.  of  I'.asl  Hartford;  l-".Hcn  A.  (Mrs. 
X^'lark  )  ;  ami  W  ilhvir  \\  .  and  l^illie.  both  deceased. 
'I'lie  faiher  i>assed  away  in  jannary.  i8;)_>.  llie  mother 
in  hnu-.  iN  >^v  l'"lh  were  nieniher.s  of  the  .Melh- 
<)(h>t  I'piscopal  ChLM'ch. 

HOX.  SAML']-.L  T.  WF.LDI-.X.  the  present 
representative  from  the  town  of  Sinishurv  in  the 
^tate  Legislauire,  is  a  man  who  nia\-  indy  be  said 
.to  be  t!ie  architect  of  his  own  lormne,  and  in  malting; 
ln"s  wav  to  snccess  has  shown  rare  ahihtx  and  energy. 
r.et;inning'  his  career  as  a  l:)o\-  in  a  fa.ctory,  lie  lias 
.sncceeded  in  graining-  a  firm  stand  in  bnsiness  cir- 
•cles,  and  cnjovs  a  large  trade  in  luiilders"  hardware, 
stoves,  ag'ricnltnral  imiilements  and  similar  com- 
.modities,  and  also  condncts  the  most  extensive 
£:;-recnliouses  in  his  locality.  The  f;)llowing-  acconnt 
-of  his  life  and  character  will  l.)e  read  with  interest, 
and  cannot  but  convey  a  heljifnl  lesson. 

yXr.  W'elden  was  liorn  April  5,  185S,  in  New 
York  City,  son  of  Samuel  W'elden.  and  in  the  pater- 
nal line  lie  is  a  descendant  of  an  English  family. 
Thomas  V\'elden,  his  grandfather,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, was  one  of  the  founders  of  Stoncfield,  Canada, 
^md  he  and  liis  wife  reared  a  large  family  of  ciiil- 
dren,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter:  John.  William, 
Richard,  Samuel,  Reulien.  James,  Thomas,  Freder- 
ick and  Ann  :  all  married  but  Frederick,  and  had 
■children.  Only  three  of  the  brothers  are  now  living, 
Reuben,  James  and  Frederick,  in  Canada.  They 
are  engaged  in  the  lumber  Inisiness,  which  they 
liave  followed  throughout  life,  staying  in  the  woods 
all  winter  getting  out  timber,  which  is  sent  to  Mon- 
"treal  in  large  rafts  in  tlie  spring.  John.  William, 
Ricliard  anil  Samuel  left  Canarla  when  quite  young, 
settling  in  Xew  York  City,  and  all  engaged  in  dock 
'huilding,  which  was  quite  a  business  at  that  time. 
William  died  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  about  a  year  ago. 
Of  the  cliildrcn  of  John,  Frederick  resides  in  Long- 
Island  City,  X.  Y. :  George  is  in  the  West,  and 
Ellen  died  in  Canada  three  years  ago. 

Samuel  ^\'eIden,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
"in  1830  in  the  town  of  Cheltenham,  England,  and 
in  his  youth  accompanied  liis  father  to  Canada. 
AVhen  a  young  man  he  left  home  without  any  defi- 
nite plans,  but  finally  located  in  Xew  York  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  dock  builder's  trade, 
■which  he  followed  manv  vears.  He  was  married 
there,  on  April  10,  1855,  to  Miss  X'ancv  ^IcGirr, 
and  in  1867  he  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  His  death  occurred  Feb.  26.  1872, 
after  a  long  illness,  and  as  his  savings  had  been 
exhausted  his  v.-idow  found  it  a  difficult  task  to  care 
for  their  three  children  and  her  niece,  Anna  McGirr, 
daughter  of  Rol)crt  ^NlcGirr.  Our  subject,  the 
eldest  of  her  children,  was  then  fourteen  years  old, 
and  was  able  to  render  effective  aid  to  his  mother, 
who  decided  to  remove  to  Simsburv,  where  her 
sister,  ^Nfrs.  ^Martha  McX'ulty,  resifled,  and  better 
opportimities  for  employment  could  be  found.  Soon 
after  her  arrival  she  took  a  position  in  a  fuse  fac- 


I  tory,   where  our  subject   was  also  emploved.  an<! 

I  later  she  became  a  nurse  in  the  faniilv  of  io^ei)h 
Toy.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Toy  she  returned  to 
the  factory,  and  thus,  by  her  strenuous  elt'orts,  her 
little  family  was  kept  tc\i;etlier,  and  the  younger 
children  educated  ami  trained  to  nseful  trades.  \\  ill- 
i,am  Reuben,  the  secoml  son,  attended  the  Hartford 
Public  High  School  two  years,  and  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  four  years  as  a  machinist  with  i'i\at  & 
\\'hilne\-,  of  Jiartford.  He  is  now  an  expert 
machini.st,  and  resides  in  Xew  York  Citv.  ( icijrge 
Frederick,  the  youngest  son,  took  a  cour.se  in  .\lc- 
L.ean's -Seminary,  Simsbury,  and  after  learning  the 
machinist's  trade  with  Pratt  &  Whitnev  entereil  the 
employ  of  the  Ensign  Bickford  Co.,  of  Simsburv. 

Mrs.  Xancy  (^IcGirr)  W'elden,  of 'whose  cour- 
age and  ability  her  sons  are  j'ustiv  proud,  v.-as  born 
in  Londonderry,  Ireland,  and  died  April  8,  ]SS^. 
She  passed  awav  without  warning,  l)eing  engaged 
at  the  time  in  assisting  some  other  ladies  in  reno- 
vating the  interior  of  the  Methodist  parsonage  at 

I  Simsbury.    Her  constitution  was  reniarkablv  strong, 

!  as  was  shown  by  her  years  of  hard  t<jil,  and  in  her 
stern  integrity  and  sound  common  sense  she  gave 
evidence  of  her  descent  from  good  Scotch-Irish 
ancestr}'.  For  many  years  she  was  a  consistent 
member  of  tlie  Congregational  Churcli,  and  both 

i  precept  and  example  she  trained  her  l)oys  1:0  honesty 
and  uprightness.  Fler  ancestors  fi3r  several  genera- 
tions were  residents  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
and  her  grandfather,  John  Mctjirr,  died  there,  leav- 
ing a  large  family.  Fler  grandmother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Rebecca  Robison,  afterward 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  a  son,  Robert,  who  located 
first  in  Canada  and  later  in  Xew  York  City,  where 
she  died  at  the  age  of  ninety,  her  remains  bsing 
interred  in  Greenwood  cemetery. 

William  [McGirr,  father  of  3,Irs.  Xancy  W'elden, 
was  born  about  1800  in  County  Donegal,  and  wa-^ 
married  there  to  X'ancy  X'esbit,  a  native  of  the  same 
locality.  By  occupation  he  v.-as  a  weaver,  and  in 
1839  came  to  the  United  States  for  his  health,  wiiich 
was    greatlv  benefited    bv    the    change.  Having 

j  flecided  to  remain,  he  sent  for  his  faiuily.  and  < 'U 
July  4,  1841,  they  arrived  in  Xew  York  City,  wliere 
he  has  been  staying  with  his  brother  Robert.  J-or 
manv  vears  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  storiC 
rnason.  and  in  laving  flagging,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  X'ew  Y'ork  in  April,  1852.  He  was  an 
honest,  hard-working  n-ian,  and  an  excellent  citizen, 
and  he  and  his  estimable  wife,  who  survived  him 
two  vears,  were  niembers  of  the  Presbxterian  C!nu-ch 
at  the  corner  of  Grand  and  IMercy  streets.  X'ew 
^'ork.  Of  their  nine  children,  Ellen  married  J"!m 
Johnston,  and  resides  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  were 
jjioneers ;  'Rebecca  died  in  Xew  ^'ork  at  the  age  o.^ 

)  twentv-two  vears.  unniarried  :  ?\lartlia.  widnw  ot 

I  .Alexander  ^vfcXulty,  resides  at  Sinisbur\,  Conn.; 
Sarah  married  Georec  Corran,  and  died  in  W  i-con- 
sin  :  Xanc\-.  our  suljject's  mother,  was  hllh  in  tlie 
order  of  birth:  Catherine  died  in  Ireland  in  ehiM- 
hood;  Roficrt   died   in   Wisconsin;  William,  who 
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served  ill  the  Civil  war  witli  ihe  rank  of  orderly  ser- 
geant, was  a  coniraetor  for  years,  and  is  now  a 
farmer  ai  L'pjvr  Maeopin.  X.  I.;  rie«.iri;v,  the  onlv 
one  of  the  ehi'dren  born  in  America,  served  in  the 
1.,'nion  armv  ihtriny  the  Uehclliun,  and  now  lives 
in  ihe  West. 

Ouv  siihjeet  attended  tl;e  ]inblic  schools  of  Xcw 
York  City  until  ho  was  fourteen,  hir,  from  tiuit  time 
he  was  compelled  to  carry  on  liis  ^ludies  alone,  while 
helping  to  sujiport  liie  family,  lie  i.s  a  close,  keen 
ohscrver,  and  his  reading'  has  given  him  a  wide 
"range  of  information,  his  onversation  malnng  a 
stranger  stippose  him  to  he  a  college  graduate.  His 
niann.er  in  speaking  is  delilx'ralc  and  eilective.  and 
had  he  been  prepared  for  a  profes^;o^  in  his  vouth 
he  woidd  doubtless  have  met  with  marked  success. 
His  tmvaryiiig  courte^v  has  been  a  strong  factor  in 
his  advance  to  his  present  enviable  position  in  life, 
and  he  has  hosts  of  friends,  won  bv  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character.  After  coming  to  Simsbury 
lie  worked  for  fifteen  vears  for  the  firm  known  as  the 
Ensign  Bickford  Co.,  beginning  in  a  humble  capac- 
ity, and  rising  to  a  position  of  responsibility.  He 
then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  pur- 
chasing his  present  hardware  store  and  greenhouse 
from  the  estate  of  C.  A.  McLean.  As  both  enter- 
prises ^vere  then  carried  on  in  a  small  v/av.  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  btiilding  them  up,  and  through  ' 
his  able  management  they  have  developed  to  an 
extent  seldom  seen  in  towns  of  the  size  of  .Sims- 
bury.  A.s  a  florist  he  has  made  a  decided  success 
with  his  house  plants  and  cut  flower  specialties,  his 
trade  extending  over  a  large  territory.  Politicallv 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  for  the  first  few  years  after  ' 
attaining  his  maioritv  he  supported  the  Prohibi- 
tion partv.  In  the  fall  of  1898  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature,  where  he  served,  with  credit.  So- 
cially he  and  his  wife  are  prominent,  and  they  are 
identified  with  Epworth  League  circles  and  the  work 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Simsburv.  in  which  ^^Ir. 
Welden  is  steward  and  trustee.  He  is  also  active 
in  the  ?^Iasonic  Fraternity,  being  a  member  of  St. 
IMark's  Lodge.  Xo.  36,  F.  &  A.  ^L.  at  Simsbury, 
and  the  Chapter,  R.  A.  M..  at  Collinsville.  His 
vife,  formerlv  jliss  Harriet  A.  Case,  is  a  daughter 
of  Ralph  and  ?\Iarv  Annie  Case,  and  was  born  at 
Livonia,  X'.  Y.,  wdiere  her  family  is  well  known. 
The  only  child  of  this  union,  Alice  ~Sl.,  died  in 
infancy.  -  j 

HOX.  D.  ^lACK.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that  the  scions  of  the  old  pioneer  families  are  taking 
the  lead  in  the  manifold  activities  of  modern  life,  the 
hardy  stock  being  in  no  \yav  deteriorated  by  the 
added  culture  and  refinement  of  later  generations. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  tlie 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Windsor,  can  trace  his 
descent  in  dift'erent  lin.es  frc)m  several  of  the  oldest 
families  in  America,  and  bv  his  aliility  and  jx-rsonal 
worth  he  doe-i  credit  to  his  ancestry.  Among  the 
historic  personages  with  whom  he  can  claim  blood 
relatiouhliip  are  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of  Ticonde- 


roga,  and  rertgrine  While,  the  first  white  child 
Ixirn  in  Au'.erica,  wliile  se\-eral  of  his  ancestors 
sirved  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolui ionarv  arm\.  In 
the  direct  jiaierual  line  lie  is  tlescentletl  from  Andrew 
3.1ack,  a  Hessian  suKiier.  who  was  cai>ttu"ed  at  Ticon- 
tieroga.  and  inijiri-i med  fnr  a  lime  in  the  old  New- 
gate prison,  in  this  c.junty;  wlien  rele.ised  he  i' lined 
the  Continer.ial  army  and  fought  gallantiv  on  the 
side  of  freedom  until  the  independence  of  the  Colo- 
nies wa>  acknowledged.  He  llien  settled  upcm  a  farm 
in  the  town  of  Windsor,  where  he  died  July  7.  183^7, 
aged  eiglity-nine  ;  lii-  w  ife,  ."-^ally  I'ease,  of  I'Jifield, 
this  cpuniy,  died  Jan.  J3,  1833,  'it  the  age  of  eighty. 
They  had  four  sons  who  lived  to  adult  age:  Will- 
iam, our  subject's  grandfather;  Andrew,  known  as 
Col.  Andrew ;  James,  wlio  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  died  wiiile  vn  the  way  home  from  X'ew 
Orleans;  and  Henry,  of  whom  no  definite  account 
has  been  preserved. 

Col.  Andrew  Mack  was  born  IMarcli  9,  17S0,  at 
the  old  home  in  Windsor,  and,  after  receiving  a 
somewdiat  limited  education,  went  to  sea,  where  he 
passed  through  all  grades  uj)  to  that  of  master  of  a 
ship.  He  circumnavigated  the  globe  three  times, 
but  in  1808  he  gave  up  his  sea-faring  life,  bringing 
with  him  on  his  last  trip  a  flock  of  Merino  sheep, 
one  of  the  first  brought  to  this  country,  from  Spain. 
He  disembarked  at  X'ew  Llaven,  but  took  his  flock 
to  a  farm  near  Cincinnati,  where  for  manv  vears  he 
was  engaged  in  sheep  breeding.  He  ^\•as  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  first  woolen-mill  in  (Jh.io,  being 
associated  with  WiUiam  H.  Harris "ju  (afterward 
President  of  the  United  States),  Lewis  Corneal, 
X'icholas  Longworth  and  other  prominent  men  of 
that  day,  but  through  indorsing  a  note  of  a  X'^ew 
Orleans  merchant  he  lost  all  his  means  and  was 
obliged  to  begin  life  anew.  He  opened  the  "Man- 
sion House"  in  Cincinnati,  which  became  a  favorite 
headcpiartcrs  for  army  officers.  Gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son being  a  frequent  guest.  During  the  war  of 
1812  Andrew  rvlack  organized  a  body  known  as 
'"minute  men  of  Cincinnati,"  which  was  part  of  the 
First  Ohio  Regiment  of  [Militia,  and  of  which  he 
was  made  colonel.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
served  as  representative  and  State  senator  of 
Ohio,  and  was  also  levee  commissioner.  After 
Jackson"s  election,  in  1S2S,  one  of  his  first 
tliouglits  was  of  what  he  could  do  for  his  friend 
Mack.  He  came  to  Mack's  hotel  in  Cincinnati,  and 
said:  "Andrew,  would  >'Ou  take  an  office?  I  can 
give  vou  a  good  one  in  Michigan."  !\Ir.  Mack  said 
"it  would  be  acceptable."  "\\'ell,"  said  Old  Hick- 
orw  "yim  can  be  governor  of  the  Territor\-  of  Michi- 
gan or  customs  collector  of  the  jiort  of  Detroit." 
After  some  consideration  the  Colonel  decided  that 
both  his  modesty  and  means  inclined  him  towards 
the  collectorship,  to  wdiicli  he  was  appointed,  to  suc- 
ceed Louman  Ileecher.  He  held  the  office  ten  \'ears, 
ami  as  in  those  days  it  wielded  less  than  .Si.ooo  per 
annum  to  its  incusnbcnt,  he  decided  to  supiilement 
liis  income,  taking  charge  of  the  "Mansion  House" 
at  Detr(;it,  of  wdiich  he  was  landlord  for  three  years. 
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In  i>^3i  lie,  in  company  with  ton  others,  all  loading 
])on\oorats,  organized  a  oonipauN-.  and  on  May  5. 
iSj;i.  thoy  is>nod  the  first  cojiy  of  tho  Democratic 
Tree  Dress.  Doiroit.  I'or  sonic  years  llic  Gii::cttc 
hail  boon  the  only  Democratic,  sheet  in  the  Torri- 
torv,  hut  it  was  burned  om  in  1830,  and  iho  .h>unia!, 
although  i>rotossedly  indo])ondoni,  l)Ut  willi  W  hig 
leaning,  had  bcon  ]X">nring  liot  sb.ot  into  the  adniih- 
isiration,  so  the  free  J'rcss  organized  to  oltsot  its 
opposition.    In  cholera  broke  out  in  Detroit, 

.I)eing  brought  by  soldiers  t'roni  the  stoanior  "Henry 
Clay,"  en  route  to  take  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
hut  Col.  ^lack  took  in  every  soldier  that  applied  at 
his  hotel,  although  it  cost  him  the  loss  of  many  of 
his  regular  guests.  At  one  time  he  was  mayor  of 
Detroit,  and  in  1S39  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  ^Michigan.  He  was  a  man  of  striking  per- 
sonality, resembling  pictures  of  "Red  Jacket,  '  the 
Indian  chief,  and  was  over  six  feet  tall,  with  broad 
shoulders  and  lirm  muscles.  He  died  Jul\-  12,  1S54, 
and  of  his  children  only  one  son  siu'vived  him, 
Charles  A.  3>Iack.  He  also  liad  an  adojjled  daugh- 
ter, Cornelia,  wh.o  married  Jacob  Strader,  a  well- 
known  and  wealthy  steamboat  owner  of  Cincinnaa, 
Ohio.  Charles  A.  ^^lack  was  for  many  years  an  otn- 
cer  in  the  United  States  Revenue  service,  and  died 
in  Detroit  in  1864. 

\\'illiani  ^lack,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  ]\Iay  31,  1783,  in  Windsor,  and  also  served  in 
the  war  of  18 12.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer, 
his  home  being  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  where  he 
died  June  15,  1S62,  at  the  acre  of  seventy-nine  years. 
He  Nvas  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  many  years 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
On  Alay  22,  1804,  he  was  married  to  Charlotte  Allen, 
who  was  born  July  30,  I/84,  and  died  .Xov.  2,  it>57, 
and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Windsor.  Charlotte  Allen  v/as  a  near  relative  of 
Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Her  father, 
Ceorge  Allen,  a  highly  respected  resident  of  Wind- 
sor, died  Oct.  16,  1835,  aged  seventy-nine,  and  her 
mother,  Saborah  Case,  of  Simsbury,  died  April  22, 
1840,  at  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  To  ^\'llliam 
and  Charlotte  (Allen)  2\Iack  came  nine  children: 
Charlotte,  born  Aug.  3,  1806,  married  William  Per- 
kins, and  died  May  23,  1836,  in  East  Hartford; 
Elizabeth,  born  April  S,  1808,  died  Jan.  18,  1810.; 
William,  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Andrew,  born  June  4,  1812,  died  Jan. 
26,  1876,  at  Chaplin,  Conn.,  wliere  he  had  followed 
farming;  George  A.,  born  Jul)-  23,  181 5,  married 
Eliza  Reynolds,  Nov.  29,  1S37,  and  died  May  4, 
1898,  in  Windsor;  Henry,  born  ,\iarch  I,  18.18,  died 
in  childhood;  Ruth,  born  March  5,  1819,  married 
Lucius  S.  Merritt,  of  Windsor;  Hezokiah,  born 
April  19,  1821,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died 
in  \\'indsor  in  1898;  Griswold',  born  wSept.  21,  1829, 
was  accidentally  killed  in  Sanilac,  }vl.ich.,  by  a  fall 
from  a  trestle.  (For  some  vears  he  was  employed 
in  the  lumber  business  by  .Vlr.  Imlay,  formerly  of 
\\'indsor,  with  whom  he  went  to  ?^lichigan). 

Hon.  William  2\Iack,  the  father  of  our  subject, 


was  a  native  of  \\'indsor.  born  'Sl^y  14,  1810,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  ti.i\vn. 
^\'hcn  about  fourteen  years  old  he  socured  emiiloy- 
ment  in  a  brick  yard,  wh.ere  his  faithifulness  and 
steady  habits  soon  won  him  pronii.^tion.  Knowing 
that  lie  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  he 
saved  his  earnings,  and  at  one  time  he  worked  six 
month.s  at  $12.50  tier  month,  and  only  siient  two 
dollars.  As  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  brick- 
making  oil  his  own  account,  and  at  present  lie  is 
the  oldest  manvfacttirer  in  ^^'indsor  in  that  line. 
Lie  is  also  interested  in  farming,  and  altliougli  he 
has  been  an  industrious  W  orker  all  his  life,  he  is 
remarkably  well-preserved,  each  day  during  the 
summer  of  189S  finding  him  busy  at  some  task.  As 
a  citizen  he  is  much  esteemed,  and  at  times  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  political  alYairs.  althotigli  he 
often  avoided  otticial  responsibilities.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  a  Democrat,  having  voted  for  Jackson, 
but  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  thereof,  having  been 
the  first  representative  ever  elected  on  that  ticket  to 
the  State  Legislature  from  the  town  of  \A'indsor. 
liis  able  services  in  that  body  during  the  Civil  war 
established  him  still  more  firmly  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  I\Ir.  IMack  married  3>Iiss 
Sarah  IM.  Ware,  who  died  June  30,  1S90,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  in  \A"indsor.  They  had  the 
following  children:  A\'i!iiam  R.,  brick  manufac- 
turer and  farmer,  and  a  resident  of  Windsor ;  Henry 
C,  a  farmer  and  bricl^  maker  of  Windsor  :  Warren, 
wdio  died  aged  nine  vears :  Sarah  j\L,  who  died  v.'hcn 
one  vear  old ;  Charles  X.,  a  member  of  the  Xew 
Haven  police  force;  D.  our  subject ;  A\'illard  W., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  from  tvphoid  fever; 
Sarah  ]\I.,  now  ^Irs.  Elisha  Cobb,  of  \\'indsor ;  and 
Frederick  W.,  who  married  ]\Iiss  A'ernelia  Case,  of 
Bloomfield.  and  resides  in  \A'in<lsi^r. 

■Mrs.  Sarah  M.  (  Ware)  IMack  was  a  lady  of  unu- 
sual gifts  of  mind  and  heart,  and  was  especialb- 
noted  for  her  retentive  memory,  even  in  old-  age. 
F"or  many  years  she  was  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  but  later  she  united  with  the 
^\Iethodist  Church.  Lier  father,  Daniel  Ware,  came 
from  ]Massachusetts,  and  for  some  time  lived  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Enfield,  but  his  remains  are 
buried  in  Windsor.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
.Sergt.  Daniel  Ware,  who  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army  as  a  first  sergeant,  was  also  interred  at 
Windsor.  Her  mother.  Sarah  (White),  was  a 
daughter  of  A\'illiam  A\'hite,  also  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  I'eregrine  Wlutc. 
?\Irs.  Sarah  IMack  was  the  youngest  in  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children,  as  follows:  William,  a  joiner  by 
trade,  who  died  in  Windsor:  Alfred,  a  jeweler,  who 
died  in  \\'indsor  Locks;  Amanda,  who  married 
Alonzo  Reynolds,  and  died  in  Windsor  Locks;  .\ti- 
rclia,  who  married  John  Hillycr,  and  died  in  ."^t. 
Paul,  aged  eighty  years;  Lucinda,  Mrs.  Henry  Hos- 
kins,  of  East  Cranliy;  Emolinc  (deceased),  who 
never  man  ied  ;  and  Sarah,  our  subject's  mother. 
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Hon.  i">.  W.  ^fack  was  liorn  Jan.  6,  i8_|7,  and 
al'lcr  a  coiirso  in  the  district  sclmols  and  the  acad- 
emy at  Windsor  lie  attended  Ihyant  Strattun's 
riiisiness  Collei^v,  at  Hartford,  i^raduatinL;  in  i-%6. 
\\'hen  not  in  sclioo!  he  \vas  kept  bir-^v  at  lionic,  cillicr 
in  farming  or   at   brick   making;-,  and  as  ho  L^rcw 
older  he  gTadnally  relieved  his  lather  of  innch  of 
the  active  work  of  management.    On  .Nov.  17.  1SS2, 
he  was  appointed  railway  postal  clerk  between  Bos- 
ton and  Xew  '^'ork,  on  the  Xew  York,  New  llaveir 
Hartford  raih-oad,  and  thi^  position  he  held  until 
!May  23,  1S87,  wh.en  he  was  removed  for  political 
reasons.    His  ability  was  not  called  in  question,  as 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was  afterward  recalled 
for  extra  work,  and  served  accejUably  as  Ions:  as 
there  was  need  of  his  help.    On  leaviiiL;'  the  govern- 
ment service  he  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
^\".  H.  Sweeney  ^^lannfacturing  Co.,  of  Xew  York 
City,  his  route  covering  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Xew  England  States.    Later  he  spent  three 
years  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Fowler  &. 
jMiller  Printing  Co.,  of  Hartford,  btit  he  aftcrv^ard 
returned  to  tlie  ^\'.  H.  Sweeney  Co.,  for  whom  he 
has  traveled  from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  his  ability  bringing  large  financial  re- 
turns.   Politically  .he  has  always  been  a  Republi- 
can, and  for  fifteen  years  he  was  chairman  of  the 
town  committee,  while  at  various  times  he  has  served 
in  other  ofBces,  inchiding  that  of  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1879.    His  public  spirit  has  been  shown  in  many 
Avays,  and  on  the  reorganization  of  the  local  fire 
company  he  was  chosen  captain.    For  about  twelve 
years  he  was  the  leader  of  the  Windsor  Cornet  Band, 
a  notably  successful  organization,  and  for  five  years 
he  was  chief  trumpeter  of  Company  K,  ist  Conn.  X'. 
G.,  in  wh.ich  his  military  ardor  made  him  a  valued 
member.    Socially  he  and  his  familv  are  promi- 
nent, and  he  attends  tlie  ]\Icthodist  Church.    lie  be- 
longs to  the  jMasonic  lodge  at  AVindsor,  and  for 
years  was  active  in  the  Good  Templars'  Society,  serv- 
ing in  all  the  offices.    He  helped  to  organize  Wind- 
sor Grange  Xo.  3,  of  which  he  was  secretary  for 
some  time,  and  his  influence  is  freely  given  to  vari- 
ous progressive  movements  in  the  comiTumity.  In 
1872  he  built  a  handsome  and  substantial  residence 
at  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  ]Mill  streets,  Windsor, 
and  it  is  there  that  his  genial  nature  and  cultivated 
taste  may  be  best  seen  and  apiDreciated.    An  interest- 
ing collection  of  curios  bears  witness  to  his  w-ide 
travels  and  observing  eyes,  and  the  house  is  adorned 
by  some  fine  specimens  of  his  work  in  taxidenny, 
in  wdiich  he  has  acquired  more  than  ordinary  skill 
through  his  own  efforts. 

C)n  Tune  30,  1873,  INIr.  Mack  was  married  in 
Poquonock  to  Ivliss  Elizabeth  P.  Rowlcs,  and  six 
children  have  blessed  the  tmion:  Clara  L.,  born 
Julv  28,  1874,  died,  in  Windsor.  March  2,  188^; 
Dai'iiel  R.,  born  Dec.  30.  1876,  died  Feb.  5.  1S78; 
J^Iiss  Florence  E.,  born  May  14.  1879,  is  at  home; 
Daniel  W.,  born  April  30,  1882,  died  I\Larch  25, 


I  1883:  Clinton  L.,  born  July  9,  18S5  ;  and  Louis  P., 
j  born  l"eb.  9,  18S9. 

I  Mrs.  Mack  is  a  native  of  Lawrencebin-g,  Tenn., 
I  but  was  educated  in  Jloston,  her  line  m.ental  abili- 
\  ties  litting  her  to  grace  an.y  jtcdtion  in  lite.  Fur 
I  some  years  previous  to  her  marriage  she  taught 
1  school  in  Flartford  and  elsewhere,  and  in  rearing  her 
I  clever  and  intelligent  family  of  children  her  "gifts 
j  as  a  teacher  have  been  of  service.  .She  was  born 
1  :May  19,  1S47,  (-laughter  of  Dr.  William  Penn 
Rowles,  and  granddaughter  of  William  Rowles  and 
.  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Penn),  a  lineal  descendarit  of 
j  William  Penn.  The  Rowles  familv  is  of  good 
j  Southern  stock,  Rowlesburg,  W.  A'a.,  having  been 
I  named  in  their  lionor,  and  previous  to  the  Civil  war 
I  they  were  very  wealthy.  Dr.  William  P.  R<nvles 
j  was  born  at  Harper's  Ferry  in  179-',  and  died  at 
j  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  at  the  age  of  titty  years.  A 
I  considerable  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  study,  he 
j  having  taken  a  college  course  and  being  admitted 
I  to  the  Bar  in  Temiessee,  and  at  one  time  editing  a 
!  paper  in  Gallatin,  Tenn.  He  served  as  surgeon  dur- 
ing the  ]Mexican  war  and  afterwards  wrote  a  book 
on  that  campaign.  Flis  wife,  Clarissa  (Griswold), 
was  of  the  sixth  generation  in  America  of  that  well- 
known  family,  and  traced  her  descent  from  Edward 
!  Griswold,  of  Kenilworth,  England,  through  George, 
!  John,  Isaac,  Isaac,  Cyrus,  to  Isaac,  her  great-grand- 
j  father;  Isaac  (2),  her  grandfather  (who  married 
j  Christiana  Holcomb),  and  Cyrus,  her  father  (who 
1  married  Parmelia  Xiles).  Dr.  Rowles  and  his  wife 
i  had  five  children,  two  of  wdiom  died  in  childhood, 
!  the  others  being  Theodosia,  wlio  died  at  eighteen 
j  years  of  age;  Elizabeth  P..  now  ^Irs.  I\Iack;  and 
;  Louisa,  widow  of  George  W.  Fowler,  of  Hartford. 

I  _  LIXCOLX  E.  CROSBY  (deceased)  v/as  all  his 
!  life  an  active  citizen  of  Glastonbury,  and  in  the  pur- 
I  suit  of  his  numerous  interests  became  well  known 
'  in  business,  public,  social  and  religious  circles,  for 
[  his  life  was  not  one  of  liinited  usefulness, 
j  'Mv.  Crosby  was  born  April  10,  1S40,  in  Addi- 
I  son,  town  of  Glastonbury,  son  of  Edwin  Crosby,  who 
;  is  fully  spoken  of  elsewhere.  His  early  education, 
j  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  was  supplemented 
[  by  two  terms  of  study  at  A\'esleyan  Academy,  Wil- 
1  braham,  ]Mass.,  and  at  this  time  the  energetic  ambi- 
tion characteristic  of  all  3.1r.  Crosby's  actions  had 
already  begun  to  display  itself,  for  he  earned  the 
money  to  pay  for  his  tuition.  \\'hen  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  entered  his  father's  mill,  where  he  learned 
finishing,  afterward  taking  charge  of  tliat  dcpart- 
I  ment  until  his  enlistment,  Julv  31,  1S62.  for  service 
j  in  the  Civil  war.  He  became  a  private  in  Company 
i  A,  21  st  Conn.  I.,  and  was  soon  promoted  to  cor- 
1  jjoral.  After  about  one  year's  service  he  was  dis- 
j  charged  on  account  of  disability,  his  weight  having 
I  been  reditced  to  ninety  pounds ;  he  was  in  action  at 
j  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  As  soon  as  able,  after  his 
1  rettum  from  the  army,  I\Ir.  Crosb}'  became  interested 
I  in  the  mills  as  a  member  of  the  compaiiy,  of  which 
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]ic  lu'canio  supcrintendciil  aiul  ticasv>rcr  after  his 
lailicr's  lioallh  lailod.  In  this  coniioction  !ic  was 
active  in  tlio  business  imtil  i88S,  wlien,  while  on  a 
bnsiness  trii>.  iio  hail  a  paralytic  strtike,  and  lie  never 
rtscovered  sr.iViciently  lo  resume  his  furnier  duties, 
though  he  .^lill  retained  his  interest  in  the  mills.  Me 
passed  awav  Any.  J5,  lS:>o.  ileejily  and  sincerelv 
lamented  by  the  many  friendis  he  had  drawn  about 
him  in  the  coiu'se  of  his  helpful  and  active  career. 

On  Jan.  4.  18^)4,  Mr.  Crosliy  marrietl  .Miss  Sarah 
E.  Strung;,  who  was  born  Dec.  11.  1841,  in  Gilead, 
Conn.,  daui-htcr  of  Edwin  W.  and  Sarah  (Stajjlesj 
Strong.  ¥om  children  bk>scd  this  imion,  born  as 
follows:  Edwin  H.,  Oct.  _\v  1871  ;  Grace  A.^  Oct. 
28,  1875;  Eva  A..  Dec.  7,  1877;  and  hdurence  L!., 
Jan.  13,  tSSi..  All  attendedi  \\'esleyan  Academy, 
Wilbraliam,  ]\!ass..  the  two  younger  daughters  grad- 
uating, Eva  in  1897,  and  Elorence  in  1S98.  The 
son  is  now  in  th.e  newspaper  business,  being  editor 
of  the  Glastonburv  BnUciui:  on  Aug.  18,  i8yG,  he 
married  luhel  E.  Clark,  of  I'urtlau-d,  Conn.,  and  they 
liave  had  two  children,  Lincoln  Luzerne  and  Pris- 
cilia  Alden.  Grace  A.  is  at.  home.  Eva  A.  is  teach- 
ing. Elorence  B.  took  the  vocal  course  at  the  Acad- 
eniv,  a!id  since  April,  1S99,  has  sung  in  the  Plrst 
Baptist  Church  of  Hartford. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Crosby  was  a  Repub- 
lican, and  though  not  a  politician  in  any  sense  was 
deeply  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
cotuity,  held  various  minor  ofiices  wth  his  customary 
efticit.ncy,  and  abE  represented  his  district  in  the 
Legislature  t  one  term,  iS8o-8i).  Erom  boyhood  he 
was  united  with  the  E.  Church,  in  which  he  was 
speciallv  active  as  a  Stinday-scliool  worker',  serving 
seventeen,  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
sck.ool.  He  always  gave  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  the  advancement  of  its  interests  an.d  relig- 
iotis  affairs  generallv.  Eraternally  Air.  Crosby  was 
a  Ereemason. 

HOX.  SILAS  W.  CLARK  (deceased).  One  of 
those  grand  old  men  who  gi",  e  stability  and  worth 
to  the  faliric  of  societ_\-  passed  av.'av  \\hcn,  on  a 
March  morning  in  1899,  the  spirit  lied  from  Silas 
W.  Clark.  He  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty- four 
years  and  seven  months,  and  his  fatal  illness  lasted 
but  two  months,  prior  to  which  he  was  one  of  Suf- 
field's  most  sterling  characters.  Eor  fifty  vears  he 
had  ]i\'ed  in  tlie  comnumity,  succcssfullv  engaged  in 
fanning,  and  liis  name  was  a  licuseiiold  word  for 
pro])ity  and  honor. 

^Ir.  Claric  was  born  in  \\'ashington.  near  the 
tov.-n  of  l'ltt^field,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  July  22, 
1814,  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
New  England.  Silas  Clark,  his  grandfather,  v,-as  a 
native  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  was  a  landholder  and 
farmer,  was  note!  for  his  industry  and  integrity, 
as  well  as  l.is  public  spirit,  anrl  passed  his  entire  life 
in  his  native  town.  Silas  Clark,  his  son,  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Lebanon,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  in  the 
meantime  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade.    He  \Vas 


\  a  well-read  vouug  mari,  kept  himself  v^-ell  |)osted  as 
i  to  ciuTeiu  events,  and  was,  withal,  industrious  ;;nd 
j  frugal  in  his  habits. 

!        \\  hile  still  a  young  man  Silas  Clark,  the  young- 
I  er,  mounted  his  horse,        e-nly  piece  ot  pniperly  he 
could  call  his  own.  bade  farewell  to  the  parental 
I  roof,  and  rotle  to  lierkshire  county,  Mass.,  wl;<.-re 
i  he  settled  in  \\"ashington.    In  that  town  lie  worked 
I  at  his  trade  until  he  had  saved  sufticient  from  his 
j  earnings  to  purchase  a  small  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated m  the  summer,  contir.u'ng  at  slioemaking  in 
1  wmter   for  several  year,-,,,  until  h.e  eventually,  lyv 
1  economy  and  unceasing  toil,  was  able  to  buy  for 
I  himself  upward  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  on 
j  which  he  engaged  quite  extensively  in  breeding 
i  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  for  which  he  found  a 
i  reaily  market  in  Xew  York.    He  v.axed  wealtliy, 
j  and  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.    He  was 
:  moreover  a  very  popular  and  t|uite  public-spirited, 
1  and  at  one  time  raised  a  compan\  of  nnhtiamen 
I  at  Pittsfield,  of  which  he  was  elected  captain,  and 
i  which  was  incorporated  into  the  State's  service. 
I  Although  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics  as 
a  Whig,  he  never  sotight  nor  would  accept  public 
office;  and  while  he  fttJy  lived  up  to  the  Golden 
Rtile,  he  was  ver}-  hl.ieral  in  his  religious  views. 

Capt.  Silas  Llark  was  united  m  marriage,  at 
AVestheld,  3ilass.,  to  Miss  Sail}-  King,  a  native  of 
;  the  town,  and  a  niember  of  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
I  dies  of  the  county.  To  this  marriage  were  born 
i  five  children,  in  the  following  order :  Henrv,  who 
I  died  in  Eittsheld,  ^lass. ;  Andrev/,  v.'ho  died  in 
I  April,  1S99,  in  Suffield,  Conn.  ;  I\Iar\-  Ann.  deceased 
wife  of  Lharlcs  Ef athavvay :  Silas  W'.,  tlie  sttbject 
j  of  this  article;  and  Nathan,  who  died  in  Sufheld, 
I  Conn.  The  father  of  this  family  died  on  liis  farm' 
I  in  Washington  in  1S52,  he  and  his  v.dfe  being 
I  among  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Berk- 
I  shire  county. 

;  Silas  W.  Clark  passed  his  early  davs  on  his 
father's  farm,  abl}-  assisting  in  its  care  and  cultiva- 
I  tion  during  the  summer  months.  The  v/inter 
months  he  passed  at  the  district  school,  receiving  a 
fair  education,  but  he  is  chieily  self-taught,  as  he 
:  devoted  much  time  to  study  after  quitting  school 
i  for  good.  He  assiduously  aided  his  father  until  he 
;  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  when  lie  was  pre- 
j  sented  by  the  latter  with  a  one-hundred-acre  tract 
;  of  land,  on  which  he  lived  eight  years,  devoting 
j  his  attention  to  general  farming,  dairving  and 
j  stockraising.  He  made  extensive  improvements  on 
j  his  place,  but  in  1849  disposed  of  it  by  sale  an.] 
;  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  an 
i  eighty-acre  tract,  known  as  the  Remington  place, 
{  near  Hastings  Hill,  on  which  he  resided  tmtil  1875, 
I  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  tobacco,  for 
j  some  of  which  he  received  as  high  as  forty  cents 
\  per  ])ouiid.  He  made  many  imin'ovements  upon 
j  the  place,  including  a  fine  dwelling,  barns,  tobacco 
1  sheds,  etc.,  but  sold  out  at  a  fair  profit  and  settled 
j  on  the  jilace  of  seventy-fiVC  acres  wliich  he  occupied' 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  known  as  tlie  Henr\  Sikes 
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farm.  I  loro,  lor  Iwcnty-thrcc  years,  lie  was  cn- 
gaL::i.Hl  in  i^ciioral  farniing-  and  dealing-  in  live  st^ick. 

In  1S43  Mr.  Clark  was  mu'iod  in  niarriaL;c.  at 
\\  a>liin,L;ti)n,  i Berkshire,  Co..  Ma^s..  tu  Miss  Louisa 
Knialine  i  lu 'nijisi  11.  and  to  ihc  union  were  l)Mrn 
three  ehildren :  Jivelyn  Kins^'.  w  ife  of  Francis  \i. 
llastini;s,  of  Sn.'Tield,  and  the  inoli-.er  (if  one  child. 
Grace  L. ;  Amanda,  married  to  J-'red  A.  Kinc,-,  of 
'Jdionijisonville.  Conn.;  and  Louise  A.,  wife  of 
lle;n-y       i-inssell,  a  journalist  .and  author. 

Kufus  Thonii)Son,  lather  of  Mrs.  Clark,  was  a 
native  of  Sini^bury,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  bov- 
hood  days,  then  went  to  Columbia,  same  State, 
where  lie  learned  house-carpentering',  and  later  set- 
tled in  \\  asliingion,  3>!ass.,  where  he  assisted  in 
buildiny  the  fn>t  clinrch  erected  in  that  town,  and 
also  worked  on  other  structures.  Lie  eventually 
settled  down  to  farming,  passing-  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  Washington  and  died  greatly  respected 
b)'  the  entire  community,  hi  politics  he  was  a 
\\  hig,  and  l:e  was  a  truly  Christian  gentleman. 
IMr.  Thompson  married  Miss  Affia  Miller,  a  native 
of  A\'ashington,  and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Affia . 
(Hillyer)  .\liller,  the  latter  of  wdiom  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  Hillyer,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
To  Rufus  Thompson  and  wife  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, in  the  following  order :  ^larilla,  who  died 
young;  Pliilo  Erastus,  also  deceased;  Amanda, 
who  was  married  to  Isaac  Holmes,  of  A\'ashington, 
and  both  of  wdiom  are  now  deceased  ;  Horace,  who 
died  in  Littsfield ;  Louisa  E.,  wife  of  3ilr.  Clark, 
our  subject,  and  one  child  that  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  July  9,  1826,  a  devout 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  a  truly 
good  woman,  and  her  remains  lie  interred  at  W'ash- 
ingtoii. 

]Mrs.  Clark  died  at  her  home  ^lay  22,  1900, 
after  a  distressing  illness  of  six  inonths.  She  was 
a  lady  of  refinement,  kind  and  generous,  and  a  sin- 
cere Christian.  For  fifty-six  years  she  led  a  happy 
and  contented  niarried  life,  and  faithfully  aided  her 
husband  in  all  his  endeavors  to  advance  his  for- 
tunes. 

ISlr.  Clark  died  at  his  home  in  Suffield,  ^Larch 
5,  1S99,,  his  death  resulting  from  a  stomach  trou- 
ble wdiich  had  continued  for  about  two  months. 
His  death  was  a  severe  shock  to  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  \\'itli  the  aid  of  his  life 
partner  he  made  a  success  in  life,  backed  by  good 
sense,  strict  honesty  and  a  business  tact.  Fie  was  a 
genial  and  hospitable  gentleman,  and  an  interesting 
conversationalist.  As  a  Republican  he  took  great 
interest  in  local  affairs,  served  his  adopted  town 
three  years  as  selectman,  and  in  1882  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  he  served  a  term 
with  much  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  was  a  stockholder 
in  the  Sufiield  W  ater  Works,  also  in  the  Suffield 
Creamery,  and  was  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  National  Bank  of  Suffield.  He  was  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Suff.eld  Congregational  Church,  in 
whicli  he  h.cld  positions  as  trustee  and  member  of 


tile  building  committee.  In  all  the  years  of  his  resi- 
dence at  Suffield  he  never  niissetl  an  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Congregational  L'hurch  except  that  heUl 
during  his  fatal  illness.  He  was  recognized  bv  tlie 
congregation  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  contribu- 
tnrs  to  its  sup[)ort.  .As  a  business  man  his  wijrd 
was  never  impugned,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  hon- 

[  ored  by  all  as  being  truly  i)ublic-spirited  and  gen- 

i  erous.  , 

I        ELISIIA  RL)0T  (deceased  ).    Only  those  lives 

,  are  worthy  of  record  that  have  been  i)utential  factors 
in  the  public  progress,  in  promoting  the  general  wel- 

j  fare  oy  advancing  the  educational  or  moral  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  Mr.  Root  was  ever  faith- 
ful to  his  duties  of  citizen>hip,  and  bv  the  snccess- 

!  fill  conduct  of  his  business  interests  not  only  pro- 
moted his  individual  success,  but  also  advanced  the 

;  general  in"osperity. 

:        'I  his  in  liis  lifetime  well-known   and  honored 
resident  of  the  town  of  East  Granln',  was  born  in 
I  Soutiiwick,  Mass.,  Vab.  11,  181 5.  and  was  the  son 
!  of  Elisha  and  Ann  (Kellogg)  Root,  farming  people 
of  that  section,  in  whose  family  were  four  cliildren: 
'  Anna:  Eliza;  Elisha,  who  died  in  mfancv;  and  Eli- 
sha, tlie  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Un  attaining  man"s  estate  Air.  Root  was  mar- 
ried, in  East  Granby,  Nov.  iS,  1840,  to  Miss  Cyn- 
i  thia  S.  Alderman,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
I  by  Rev.  Mr.  Flemmingway.    Airs.  Root  was  born 
j  April  4,  1819,  and  was  a  representative  of  an  old 
1  and  prominent  New  England  family,  of  English  ori- 
I  gin.    Her  grandfather,  Epapiphras  Alderman,  was 
:  born  in  Simsbury,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  Dec.  14, 
i  1760,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Alderman,  who  was 
j  born  in  1738,  and  died  in  Hartford  Jnly  iS,  1790. 
!  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  former  was  drafted 
I  for  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  the  father 
;  found  a  substitute  for  his  son.    He  devoted  his  life 
I  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  became  quite  an  exten- 
i  sive  land  owner  and  farmer.    His  younger  years 
j  were  passed  in  Simsbury,  but  later  he  made  his 
home  in  Granby  town,  wdiere  his  death  occurred, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  the  East  Granby  ceme- 
tery,   lie  was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious  faith, 
and  late  in  life  became  a  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.    He  married  Aliss  Chloe  Hayes,  of 
;  Simsbury,  who  was  born  Alarch  13,  1762,  and  they 
I  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children  :  Chloe, 
j  born  Alay  20,  1782,  married  Suman  Holcomb ;  Al- 
;  mira,  born  Jan.  26,  1784,  niarried  Ebenezer  S.  liol- 
;  comb;  Daniel  T.  was  born  Dec.  22,  1785;  Cornelia, 
i  born  Feb.  22,  1788,  married  Benjamin  Holcomb; 
j  Lydia,  born  April  19,  1790,  married  Gramson  Hol- 
I  comb ;  Harvey,  Airs.  Root's  father,  was  next  in  the 
order  of  birth;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  20,  1794,  married 
I  a  Air.  Fox;  Harriet,  born  Aug.  27,  1796,  married 
Albert  Hedges,  of  Westfield,  Mass. ;  Norman,  born 
I  Sept.  13,  1798,  married  Hattie  Aloore,  of  Chester, 
Alass;  Eliza,  born  Sept.  16,  1800,  married  Alosely 
;  Noble;  Flora,  born  Dec.  i,  1802,  married  S.  R.  B. 
Lewis,  of  Westfield,  Alass.;  Cynthia,  born  Nov.  i. 
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1S05,  inarrioil  a  Mr.  Miller;  Eslhcr.  born  March  20, 
iS<.)8.  iiiarrioil  a  -Mr.  1  lotlgcs,  of  (.iranvillo.  Mass.; 
and  Drpha,  born  in  1810,  married  a  .^^r.  Glazier, 
ami  aller  his  death  wediled  a  Mr.  I  lodges. 

ll.'.rxcv  Alderman,  Mrs.  Root's  latlier.  was  born 
.•\])ril  170-.  ill  the  town  ot'  (Jranhv,  received  a 
CtHimion-school  edncalion  and  ihron^lioui  lite  lol- 
lowcd  the  occniialions  of  farmini;"  and  stuck  deal- 
ins^.  In  lS_'7  lie  removed  to  Ka.-t  C'lranby,  where 
he  sj.ient  tl;c  remainder  of  his  days,  lie  look  a  \  ery 
prominent  and  iniluential  part  in  pnli'.ic  atl'air'^,  and 
at  one  lime  represented  tlie  luwn  of  Granby  in  the 
State  Legislature,  besides  holding  other  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  In  politics  he  was  hi>t  a  \\  hig, 
later  a  Den.iocra.L.  lie  was  hroad-mindeJ  and  lilieral 
in  his  views,  arid  was  well  knowi\  and  much  re- 
spected in  the  community  where  he  so  long  made  his 
home,  lie  was  un.ited  in  marriage  with  Aiiss  Sarah 
llolcomb,  who  was  born  in  1706.  a  daughter  of 
Asahel  Holcomb,  Jr.,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Asa- 
he!  lloleoml),  Sr.  Eleven  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Mary,  who  died  unmarried;  }*Iartha, 
who  married.  !Milo  ]\[.  Owen  (both  arc  now  de- 
ceased) ;  Solomon  F.,  deceased;  Cynthia  S.,  now 
Mrs.  Root;  Laura,  deceased  wife  of  Luke  Bush; 
Chloe  PL,  widow  of  Henry  Remington ;  James  Llar- 
vey,  a  resident  of  East  Granby ;  Allan,  a  farmer  of 
East  Granby ;  Esther,  who  died  unmarried  ;  Brai- 
nard  L.,  a  residerit  of  \\'est  Suffield ;  and  Ellen, 
widow  of  Saurine  Loomis,  of  \\'est  Suffield.  L'pon 
the  old  home  farm  in  East  Granby,  the  father  died 
in  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  }  eiirs,  the  mother 
in  18S8,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-two,  and 
both  were  buried  in  East  Granby. 

Mr.  Root,  our  subject,  on  leavine  home,  removed 
to  \\'estfield,  Alass.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  butchering  for  twenty  rears  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  in  limited 
circumstances,  but  by  industry,  perseverance,  good 
management,  and  the  able  assistance  of  his  estima- 
ble wife,  he  became  the  possessor  of  a  comfortable 
competence.  In  1863  he  came  to  the  town  of  East 
Granby  and  purchased  the  Hillyer  farm  of  seventy- 
five  acres.  Here  for  eighteen  years  he  successfully 
engaged  in  tobacco  raising  and  general  farming,  and 
by  his  honorable,  upright  life  gained  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  lie 
was  a  wcW  educated  man  and  quite  a  reader ;  in  poli- 
tics was  a  \\'hig,  later  a  Republican,  but  cared  noth- 
ing for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
Rather  liljcral  in  his  religious  views,  he  was  yet  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  did  all  in  his 
pov^■er  to  abolish  the  liquor  traffic  and  destroy  the 
evils  of  strong  drink,  as  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Blue  Ribbon  organization,  he  was  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  its  interests.  He  was  very  do- 
mestic in  his  tastes ;  to  him  there  was  truly  '"'no 
place  like  home,"  and  he  found  his  greatest  enjoy- 
ment in  the  companionship  of  his  wife  and  cliil- 
dren.  He  was  one  of  nature's  noblemen,  and  the 
world  is  certainlv  better  for  his  havincr  lived.  He 


passed  away  Julv  .^i.  1881,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
East  Granliv  cemettry. 

^fr.  and'  .Mr^.  R>  v'l  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  (i)  .Mary  A.,  born  Oct.  3,  1841,  is  a 
well-educated  lady,  and  possesses  coiK^iderahle  artis- 
tic ta-<;e  along  v.a'rior.s  lines;  she  is  now  the  wife  of 
LeRov  1.  Xorlhrup.  of  Cheshire.  Ma^s.,  ;md  has 
one  son."George..(  >  Ciuirles  E.,  born  July  16,  1849, 
is  also  well  educated,  and  now  operates  the  home 
farm,  making  a  speciaiix  of  lubacco  culture  ;  he  mar- 
ried Xellie  'iavlor,  and  they  have  one  chUd,  Elisha, 
attending  school.  Mrs.  Root  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Oanby.  and  also  at  Westheld, 
-Mass.,  and  later  she  .-uccesslully  engaged  hi  teach- 
ing school  for  five  \ears,  in  both  \\ estfield  and 
Soutliwick-.  :\lass.  She  was  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  beloved  anil  re.^i)ected  l>y  all  who  had 
tl-.e  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  During  her  girl- 
hood she  united  with  the  -Methodist  Episcupal 
Church,  but  in  her  later  >ears  held  membership  in 
the  Congregational  Church  of  East  Granby.  hor 
manv  rears  she  was  ;i  teacher  in  the  Sundar-sch.ool, 
had  charge  of  the  Bible  class  for  orer  half  a  century, 
and  was""  a  true  and  earnest  Christian,  a  faithful 
wurker  in  her  Master's  vineyard.  She  was  called 
from  earth  -April  9,  1000. 

COL.  E.  N.  I'lll'd.l'S,  a  gallant  ex-soldier  of 
the  Ciril  war,  and  at  i>resent  a  noted  civil  engineer 
of  W'mdsor,  was  born  l''el>.  y,  18^0,  in  the  house  he 
nov.-  occupies,  and  is  I  lie  yuunger  ot  the  two  chil- 
dren born  to  Samuel  and  I'lnily  (  -Vewberry j  Pnelps, 
the  former  of  whom  was  burn  near  the  Colonel's 
house,  on  what  is  known  as  the  "islanfl,  at 
Windsor. 

Samuel  Phelps  w:is  bom  July  25,  1791,  and  was 
a  son  of  George  ;nid  Anna  T.  (Eitch)  Phelps, 
the  latter  being  a  dan-hler  of  James  Fitch,  a  teacher 
and  surreror,  and  well  known  as  Capt.  Fitch.  To 
George  and  Anna  T.  1 'helps  were  born  five  children: 
James  L.,  Walter,  Samuel,  Irhoda  and  Theresa. 
Samuel,  father  of  the  Colonel,  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  w;is  cd iii';ited  mainlr  by  his  grand- 
father, rvho  was  a  -radnate  of  Yale.  To  his  mar- 
riage with  ^Nliss  iNe\vl)errv  were  born  two  children: 
Ehtworth  -\.  died  at  the  age  of  five  years,  from 
lockjaw,  which  was  cuised  by  a  scratch  on  h:s  ankle 
bv  a  pitch-fork  whii>-  plavmg  in  the  barn;  the 
younger  being  tlu'  snbircl  of  this  .sketch.  .Samuel 
Phelps  had  been  verv  active  in  church  matters  until 
Parson  Rowdand  was  deposed,  when  he  became  less 
attentive,  but  was  alw:ivs  a  good  Christian  man. 
I-le  was  quiet  and  r.-ii.  ent,  w;is  a  constant  reader  ot 
the  Scriptures,  was  l.ind,  fond  of  his  home,  but  a 
strict  disciplinarian,  and  was  an  interesting  conver- 
sationalist. He  dic-d  May  3,  185 1.  his  widow  on 
Dec.  26,  1870. 

E.  N.  Phel])s,  oni  subject,  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  his  birl  iiplacc, 
marilv  at  the  "Stonv  \  lid" 
tended  academies  at  \Vmd:,or,  East  Hampton,  W  il 


uid  was  educatetl  j^ri- 
school.    He  later  at- 
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brahani  aiul  F.!lini;ion,  and  at  tlic  ai^'e  of  iiinotecn 
vcars  taught  liis  I'lrst  term  of  scliool.  beginning:  at 
Klling'ton,  receiving  ;i  reeonipcnse  cif  Si8  i>er  niontli. 
and  "lioanling"  around."  This  vocation  he  followed 
five  winters,  teaching  in  liis  home  district,  the  IVil 
district.  al.-~o  at  Windsor  Locks,  and  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. 

Mr.  I'hcli'S  married  at  Windsor,  Xov.  25.  1S30. 
Miss  Lucy  A.  ?^Iarshall,  a  native  of  the  town,  Ixsrn 
'Nov,  14,  iSjj,  a  dauglitcr  of  Warren  and  Llizalieth 
(Wolcott  )  ^lar^hall,  she  heing  the  only  survi\or  of 
seven  children,  Llizaheth  Wolcott  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Christopher  \\  olcott,  a  renowned  practitioner 
at  Windsor,  and  a  granddaughter  of  1  )r.  Alexan- 
der Wok-oir,  who  also  practiced  at  Windsor,  and 
was  a  verv  jM-ominent  and  distinguished  man  in  his 
day,  Dr,  Alexander  Wolcott  was  a  son  of  Gov. 
Roger  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  a  son  of 
Simon,  son  of  Hcnrv,  one  of  the  fn>t  settlers  of 
Windsor,  and  the  progenitiir  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica. ]^Irs.  Lucy  A.  Phelps  was  prc[)ared  f')r  teach- 
ing at  \\'indsor,  and  for  several  terms  taught  in 
that  town  and  Xew  Llartford.  At  marriage  3.1r. 
and  Mrs.  Phelps  located  on  the  farm  of  the  former's 
parents,  and  this  has  since  been  their  home.  To 
their  imion  have  been  born  two  children:  Samuel 
E.,  postmaster  at  Win.dsor,  married  to  Adella  j.  Fil- 
ley,  who  has  borne  him  one  child,  Adda  E. :  and 
Annie  AL.  now  ]\lrs.  Hugh  Harbison,  of  Hartford, 
and  the  motlicr  of  three  children,  Lucy  A.,  Hugh, 
Jr.,  and  Alexander  W. 

On  Aug.  iS,  1S62,  E.  X.  Phelps  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  22nd  Conn.  A".  L  and  was  at  once  elected 
captain  of  the  company.  Between  the  hours  of  two 
and  nine  P.  ^L  he  recruited  130  men,  and  was 
offered  a  commission  as  colonel,  but  this  he  declined, 
and  was  then  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  by 
Gov.  Buckingham,  which  commission  he  accepted. 
He  was  in  the  Shenandoah  \"alley  when  Gen.  Sheri- 
dan made  his  famous  twenty-mile  ride,  and  was 
quite  close  to  him  as  he  passed  by.  ^^'hile  in  the 
field  Col.  Phelps  was  commissioned,  or  detailed,  to 
take  the  votes  of  the  men  of  th.e  regiment  fc'r  the 
Presidential  election,  then  pending,  and  at  the  close 
of  his  nine-months'  term  of  service  he  returned  to 
Windsor. 

In  politics  Col.  Phelps  was  first  a  \Miig,  later  a 
Republican,  and  has  held  man\-  offices,  including 
those  of  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace,  ^-rand  juror, 
representative,  etc.  In  religion  he  is  an  Episcopa- 
lian, and  freely  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of 
his  cliiu-ch.  As  a  surveyor  Col.  Phelps  has  been 
fifty-five  years  in  active  service,  having  been  pre- 
pared for  the  profession  at  Easthami;)ton.  He  was 
assistant  civil  engineer  on  the  Connecticut  River 
railroad,  when  first  built  from  Springfield  to  Xorth- 
ampton.  and  has  surveyed  all  over  Hartford  county, 
establishing  some  verv  important  lines  that  neces- 
sitated a  search  of  records  as  far  back  as  1700.  Pie 
at  one  time  succeeded  m  putting  back  into  the  juris- 
diction of  Suffield  102  acres  that  hi^d  for  175  years 
been  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Granby  town.  This 


I  was  a  very  important  jiroceeding.  and  added  great!\- 
;  to  his  reputation.    He  has  establisheil  lines  that  the 

younger  school  of  engineers  has  pronounced  impos- 
!  sible.  and  he  is  known  hv  the  courts  as  a  man  who 

can  give  a  most  comprehensive  descrintion  of  civil 
I  engineering  wherever  foimd.  As  a  iariner,  since 
1  twent>-five  years  of  age  Col.  Phelps  lias  had  much 
!  of  his  work  done  \^\  hired  h.eli*.  under  his  personal 
;  instruction. 

;  C'M.  i'lielps  is  well  preserved  for  his  age.  his 
j  form  is  erect  and.  straight  as  an  arrow,  his  intellect 
j  as  bright -as  ever  it  was,  and  his  humor  as  jovial  as 
j  that  of  a  school  boy.  He  is  known  all  over  h.is 
j  town,  county  and  State,  and  wiK're\'er  he  goes  he 
i  is  greeted  as  a  friend,  and  with  the  most  courteous 
'  respect. 

!  ERAXKLIX  \\1IEELER.  A.  B.,  A.  ^I.,  M.  D. 
j  One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  Ingher  lines  uf 
I  occupation  to  which  a  man  may  lend  his  energies 
{  is  that  of  the  physician.  A  most  scrupulous  prelim- 
I  inary  training  is  demanded  and  a  nicetv  of  judg- 
I  ment  little  understood  by  th.e  \d.il\.  Then  again  the 
i  profession  brings  its  devotees  into  almost  constant 
j  association  witli  the  sadder  side  of  life — that  of 
pain  and  suffering — so  that  a  mind  capable  of  great 
:  ;.el I -control  and  a  heart  responsive  and  synipa- 
I  thetic  are  essential  attributes  of  him  who  would 
'  essay  the  practice  of  the  healing  art.  Th.us  when 
professional  success  is  attained  in  any  instance  ii 
j  may  be  taken  as  certain  that  such  measure  of  suc- 
!  cess  has  been  thoroughly  merited.  Among  the  most 
I  successful  physicians  of  Hartford  countv  is  Dr. 
I  Wheeler,  who  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in  and 
'  around  Earmington  for  almost  half  a  century. 

A  native  of  this  county,  the  Doctor  was  born  in 
;  the  town  of  Avon.  May  16,  1827,  and  belongs  to 
i  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  lionored  families,  his 
great-grandfather,  Joel  Wheeler,  having    been  a 
resident  of  Avon.  His  grandfather.  Amos  \Mieeler, 
was  born  there,  and  there  made  his  home  ihrough- 
I  out  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.    He  gave 
thie  land  for  the  Congregational  church  and  cem- 
\  etery  in  that  town.    He  married  ^^liss  Helen  \\oo..\- 
\  ruff,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children :  Seth  ; 
Luther;  Emma,  wife  of  Evelin  Woodford;  Daniel; 
X'ancy,  wife  of  Ellsworth  Thompson;  Leonard;. 
Elizabetli,  wife  of  John  Kimball;  and  Amos. 

Seth  Wlieeler.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
i  and  reared  in  Avon,  and  attended  scliool  there,  l:)ut 
i  completed   his  education  at  the  old  acadenrc  in 
i  Earmington.    Eor  a  short  time  lie  was  a  clock  ped- 
dler.   In  early  life  he  imported  mules  for  the  A\'est 
!  India  trade,  and  subsequently  he  traveled  through- 
out the  South  as  a  salesman  for  the  \\'heeler 
Wilson  Sewing  ^Machine  Company.    He  was  nuite 
a  prominent  and  infiuential  man  in  his  community, 
and  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  judge  of  prolate 
I  in  Avon,  at  which  ]jlacc  his  death  occurred.  Ke- 
I  ligiouslv  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
j  Church.    Jn  Avon  he  married  [Miss  Harriet  Wo'i'l- 
I  ford,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Eranklin,  our  subject;  and 
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Ik'lcn,  \\\\o  was  1,'oni  in  Scpti'ir.lior,  1830,  and  tKcd 
in  infancy. 

Franklin  W'hcclor  was  reared  in  liis  native  town 
r>nd  at  the  at:e  of  twelve  \  ears  heeame  a  slmlent  at 
Dr.  Simeon  Hart's  lx>ardin_i;-  sclioid  in  i'arniini;- 
ton.  In  1843  he  entered  Yale  College,  where  lie 
pnrsned  a  classical  colirse,  graduating  in  1847,  and 
wlicre  later  he  received  his  A.  M.  degree.  He  then 
cnterctl  tlie  College  of  Physicians  aiiil  Sin-geons.  in 
Xew  York  City,  from  which  he  wa-  graduated  in 
1852.  I-"or  one  year  lliereafter  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Avon,  at  the  cud  of  th;it  iin;e  coming  to 
Farniington,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home 
and  prosecuted  his  i)rofession,  having  huilt  u\-)  an 
excellent  practice.  He  is  prohably  the  oldest;  phy- 
sician in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  and  is  one 
of  the  charter  menibers  C'f  both  the  Hartford 
County  and  Connecticut  .State  -Medical  .Societies. 
],ie  has  been  nresident  of  the  Fannington  Savings 
Jlank  since  1891,  and  jMnor  to  that  tinie  served  as 
its  vice-])residenl.  13r.  Wheeler  is  a  tine,  weil-pre- 
serveil  old  gentleman,  one  who  comniands  the  re- 
s;)ect  and  estee:n  of  all  with  whom  he  conies  in  con- 
tact, and  his  circle  of  friemls  and  acquaintances  is 
extensive.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ec- 
clesiastical Soc  ety  at  Farmington. 

Dr.  Wheeler  married  Miss  Emilv  Cowles,  a 
daughter  of  Wiihani  L.  Cowdes.  and  now  occupies 
the  old  home  built  by  Jonathan  Cowdes  over  one 
hundred  vears  ago.  .\irs.  Wdieeler  died  Tul\-  22, 
1889. 

_  HON.  TOHX  THO^IPSOX,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  a  prominent  resident  of  Tolland 
county,  but  as  his  farm  in  the  town  of  Ellington 
extends  "over  the  line"  into  the  town  of  East  \\'ind- 
sor  he  may  be  claimed  as  a  citizen  there.  His  fam- 
ily has  been  more  or  less  closely  identified  with  East 
\\'indsor  from  an  early  period,  and,  in  fact,  is  well- 
known  throughout  the  State,  manv  of  its  members 
having  served  in  public  office  or  been  prominent  in 
other  lines. 

^Ir.  Thompson  was  born  Jan.  11,  1840,  on  his 
present  homestead,  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  E. 
(Ellsworth)  Thompson,  of  wdiom  farther  mention 
is  made  elsewhere,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children.  His  brother,  E.  F.  Thompson,  is  now 
a_ leading  agriculturist  of  the  tow-n  of  Fast  \\'indsor. 
The  family  is  of  Scottish  origin,  and  has  been  iden- 
tified with  Connecticut  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years,  our  sul_)ject's  ancestors  having  been  among 
the  early  settlers  of  East  WiiKlsor.  AMlliam  and 
Mai'garet  Thompson,  natives  r>f  Scotland,  left  their 
early  home  in  1716,  with  their  familv  of  seven  chil- 
dren, setting  out  for  Xew  England.  Thev  first  went 
to  Ireland,  however,  and  while  there  the  father  was 
taken  sick  and  died.  Fefore  d.eath  he  advised  his 
wife  to  continue  the  journey,  an.d  in  1718  she  came 
with  her  family  to  this  country.  Samuel,  one  of 
the  sons,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Thompsons  of 
East  Windsor.  '  His  son.  James,  was  the  father  of 
John  ^IcKnight  Thompson,  who  was  the  father  of 


Ji.ilin.  and  grandfather  uf  the  gentleman  wdiose 
name  introduces  this  article. 

J  hiring  his  youth  our  subji.  ct  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  near  his  home  and  the  high  school  at 
1-dlington.  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  took 
charge  of  the  liomeslead.  where  he  has  cuiiliiuied  to 
reside.    (Jn  .\ug.  25,  i80j.  lie  enusted  in  Company 
F.  25th  Conn.  \  .  F,  in  w  hich  he  served  as  Irrst 
cor]-)oral,  and  was  wounded   in  his  first  engage- 
ment, th.e  l.Kittle  of  Irish  Ikinl,  La..  Ai)ril  14,  1803, 
a  minie  liall  jxassing  through  his  right  jaw.  From 
April  until  August,  18133,  lie  was  under  treatment 
in  a  field  liospital,  also  at  the  Institute  Hospital  in 
Xew  Drleans,  and  on  Aug.  26,  1863,  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  at  Hartford.    On  his  re- 
turn licrme  he  resumed  the  management  of  the  farm, 
:  but  as  time  jiassed  his  attention  was  given  to  oth.er 
interests  and  the  place  is  now  operated  bv  his  son. 
It  is  a  fine  estate  of  200  acres,  upon  wdiich  he  has 
;  made    substantial    improvements,    keeping  fully 
I  abreast  of  modern  agricultural  methods.     He  is 
j  president  of  th.e  Ellington  Creamery,  and  is  con- 
i  nected  with  other  enterprises,  being  the  director  of 
'  the  Patrons  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  for  Tolland 
I  county.    His  sound  judgment  on  business  matters 
is  valued  by  his  associates,  and  of  late  years  his 
time  has  been  largely  occupied  w  ith  duties  as  a  pub- 
lic official.    In  1885  he  was  elected,  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  again 
so  honored  in  1895,  wdiile  in  1897  lie  was  elected 
county  commissioner  of  Tolland  county,  in  wdiich 
office  he   has   served    since  July  i,  of  that  year. 
Among  other  responsible  offices  wdiich  lie  has  held 
we  mav  mention  several  years  of  service  as  select- 
man of  the  town  of  Ellington ;  two  years  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture;  and 
two  }'ears  as  county  aud.itor,  in  1895  and  1896.  He 
is  a  leading  worker  in  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
having  served  two  years  as  master  of  I£llington 
Grange,    also   first   master   of   East  Central  i-^o- 
mona  Grange  for  two  years  from  the  date  of  its  or- 
ganization.    ]\Ir.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational   Church  at  Ellington,  and  unites 
with  Burpe  Post  Xo.  71,  G.  A.  R.,  at  RockviUe. 

On  Feb.  10,  1870,  our  subject  married  }iliss 
Amanda  J.  Bancrott,  daughter  of  B.sseU  and  Jo- 
anna (Morton)  Bancroft,  of  Warehouse  Point,  and 
four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1  )  Morton 
E.  has  charge  of  the  homestead.  (2)  Lizzie  M.  mar- 
ried B.  F.  Pinney.  of  Somers,  Conn.  (3)  Royal  W. 
is  the  private  secretary  of  Senator  Joseph  R.  Haw- 
ley,  of  Plartford,  Conn.  (4)  Emery  J.  is  quarter- 
master's clerk  on  board  the  L'nited  States  steamer 
■"Chester.''  He  was  at  Porto  Rico  during  the  war 
with  .Spain,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Havana. 

HOX.  J.  CLEM£LAXD  CAPEX,  of  Bloom- 
field,  descends  from  an  ancient  X'ew  England  fam- 
ily, of  English  origin,  which  settled  in  America  in 
162S.  In  tliat  year  Barnard  Capen  and  six  sons 
came  from  Dorchester,  England,  and  founded  the 
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town  of  Dorchester,  Ma<s.,  ami  many  of  the  cle- 
scciulants  of  ilu'so  pilgrims  arc  still  minicrt:nis  in 
the  city  of  Boston  and  vicinity. 

Josiah  Caj-icn.  a  lineal  di  scendant  >M'  P-arnard. 
and  the  i^ranu father  of  I.  Cleveland  Capcn,  was 
born  in  IWaintrtc,  ^lass..  Any.  8,  came  to 

Hartfortl,  Coiui..  and  in  1707  nu-,rried  ALiss  I'lclsev  ^ 
W'adsworth,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  An5;-.  3,  ^ 

They  Inst  made  their  home  on  Front  street, 
later  removing'  to  what  is  now  known  as  \\'indsor 
avenne,  and  still  later  to  Charlestown.  r\Iass.  To 
their  marriage  children   were    hi^rn    as  fallows: 
Josiah.  Jan.  S,  170S;  Henry,  May  14,  1709;  Sally.  ■ 
Dec.  16,  1800;  Joshua,  Dec.  8.  1802:  Mary,  April  [ 
12.  1804:  Eliza.  iMarch  26,  180'^  (  all  horn  in  llarl- 
ford)  ;  Abigail.  ^lareh  6,   iSoS,  and  Sanniel  T.,  ' 
Dec.  13,  1810,  (^born  in  Charlestown,  Mass.).  The  | 
mother  of  these  was  a  descendant  of  \\'il!iam  ^^'ads- 
worth,  cif  Cambridge,  Mass..  the  founder  of  the 
familv  in  New  England,  who  located  there  in  1O32, 
and  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1636.    For  his  second 
wife  he  marrii.d  ICliza  Stone,  and  it  was  their  third 
child,  Joseph  \\'..  horn  in  1648,  who  hid  the  Charter 
in  the  historic  oak.    Joseph  W.  ^^'adsworth  mar- 
ried   (first)   Elizabeth  Barnaril.  and  their  eldest 
child.  Josejdi  \\'..  born  in  1682,  married  Johaima  i 
Hovey.    Their  eldest  child  Joseph,  born  in  1707,  j 
married  Elizabeth  Cook ;  and  the  second  of  this 
imion,  Joseph  ^\'..  born  in  1738,  married  Jernsha  j 
]Marsh,  Betsey,  our  subject's  grandmother,  being  \ 
one  of  their  children.      Joseph  W.  Wadsworth 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  a  captain 
in  A\'ashiington's  Life  Guards,  so  that  our  subject  '< 
is  eligible  for  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Revo-  1 
lution.  i 

Josiah  Capen,  father  of  J.  Cleveland  Capen,  was  i 
born  on  Front  street,  at  that  time  the  residence  i 
site  of  manv  of  Hartford's  most  prominent  citizens,  i 
In  1807  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Charles-  | 
town,  Mass.,  where  he  secured  an  education  in  the  | 
common  schools,  the  family  returning  later  to  Hart-  ' 
ford,  Conn.    On  June  5,  1S20,  Josiah  Capen  and  I 
his  broth.er  Henrv  bought  of  Aaron  Cook  about  | 
four  and  one-half  acres  of  land  on  the  Windsor 
road  (now  W  indsor  avenue),  it  being  the  land  that  \ 
includes  Capen  street  and  the  corner  of  the  avenue 
mentioned.    In  1S24  they  bought  \?av\  of  Thomas  | 
Marvin:  in  1826,  of  James  E.  Marsh;  in  1827,  of  [ 
Moses  Dickinson:  in  1829,  of  Allyn  Goodwin;  in  ; 
183 1,  of  William  Sheldon  and  of  Xathan  X.  Loomis  ;  j 
in  1834.  of  John  Bowles;  in  1S36,  of  Henrv  Ctley,  ; 
and  in  1840,  of  William  Hayden.      Henry  died  \ 
March   19,   1840.    In   1850  Josiah  Capen  owned  ! 
about  one  hundred  acres  on  Capen  street  and  vicin-  ! 
ity.  and  opened  Capen  and  Clark  streets,  and  later  i 
Barbour  and  Martin  streets,  as  he  owned  land  on 
both  sides,  excepting  at  the  north  and  west  ends. 
Josiah  Capen  continued  in  the  real-estate  business 
and  in  farming  at  Hartford  until  1867,  dividing  up 
his  farm  and  selling  it  in  building  lots,  and  in  1868 
he  sold  his  homestead,  and  removed  to  Bloomfield  ; 
he  purchased  the  H.  B.  Case  farm  for  $26,000,  and 


dicvl  here  .\ug.  3.  1884.  He  had  lived  in  the  house 
he  had  erected  on  the  Cook  j-^ropertv  in  Ha.rlford 
fmm  1820,  and  th.is  building  stood  imtil  i8(j8,  when 
it  was  torn  dov>  n. 

Josiah  Capen  was  united  in  marriage  April  3, 
1830.  at  H;n-tford,  with  Miss  Jane  Spencer,  a  nati\c 
of  tlie  city,  b(>rn  Jan.  12.  1818,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  C)live  (]\.ogers)  Spencer,  and  to  this  marriage 
were  born  three  children,  John  Spencer  (who  died 
in  infancy).  J.  Cleveland  and  George  F. 

J.  Cleveland  Capen  was  born  April  28,  1843.  in 
the  old  _C;ipen  residence  at  the  corner  of  Capen 
street  and  Windsor  avenue.  Hartford,  Conn.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Arsenal  school,  the  public 
school  on  Fligh  street,  the  Hartford  high  school, 
aiul  at  Trinity  College.  For  a  short  time  he  held 
a  position  in  the  Pension  office,  but  in  186S  came 
to  Bloomfield  w'th  his  father.  In  1873  he  mar- 
ried ?^li>i  .Mice  L.  Liurr,  daughter  of  ^lartin  Burr, 
of  Bloomfield,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Lottie  M.,  Robert  S.  and  Cjeorge  C. 

J.  Cieveland  Capen  and  h.is  brother,  George  F., 
own  and  conduct  a  farm  of  over  two  himdred  acres 
at  Bloomfield,  all  in  one  body,  on  which  they  grow 
over  200  tons  of  hay  each  season,  as  well  as  large 
quantities  of  tobacco,  and  at  different  times  have 
bought  tobacco  and  packed  it  for  maiket.  They 
liave  also  dealt  largely  in  live  stock,  and  at  one  ti.;:e 
were  in  the  sales  stable  business  with  E.  F.  Kenyon. 
on  Albany  avenue,  Hartford,  in  some  years  selling 
ab  many  as  500  horses.  From  their  farm  they  suij- 
plied  Portland  quarries  with  horses  and  oxen,  and 
in  one  year  they  sold  about  $25,000  worth  of  oxen. 
They  have  a  fine  half-mile  trotting-track  on  their 
farm,  and  usuall}'  keen  a  horse-tranier,  as  thev  pos- 
sess a  stable  of  fast  animals  that  have  won  many 
hard-contested  races  on  the  tracks  of  Connecticut. 
Their  herd  of  cows  is  also  quite  extensive. 

In  politics  J.  Cleveland  Capen  is  a  Democrat,  and 
is  very  popular  with  his  party  as  well  as  with  the 
public  at  large.  Fle  has  held  many  town  offices, 
mciuding  those  of  selectman  (many  times  ),  member 
of  the  board  of  relief,  school  visitor,  etc. ;  from  1876 
until  1879  "^^'^s  a  reoresentative  in  tlie  State  Leg- 
islature, and  in  1893  a  candidate  for  the  State  Sen- 
ate. In  his  societary  relations  he  has  been  more  tlian 
usually  prominent  and  useful.  Pie  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Hartford  County  Agrictdtural  Society, 
and  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  State  Agri- 
cultural Societ}-.  also  a  memljer  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  a  delegate  to  the  Farmers'  National 
Congress  held  at  Sedalia,  ^lo.,  in  1891,  as  well  as  to 
the  Congress  held  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  in  1893.  For 
manv  years  he  has  been  a  director  of  the  Connecti- 
cut .Stock  Breeders  As.sotiation ;  treasurer  of  tlie 
Connecticut  Farmers  Union ;  director  of  the  X^ew 
England  Tobacco  Growers  Association,  also  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Hartford  Driving  Club,  and  has  filled 
many  cvther  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility- 

Piox.  George  F.  C.wex  was  born  in  Hartf  ord, 
Conn.,  Sept.  30,  1846,  was  educated  in  the  comir.on 
schools  of  that  cit}-,  came  t.  Bloomfield  with  his 
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laihor  in  iS'>S.  aiul  lias  Ivcn  here  ever  since,  con- 
nected in  business  will)  liis  brother,  j.  C  leveland 
Capen.  I  le  has  been  ever  cha/v  of  oftice.  but  served 
as  rei'rcsentatix  e  in  1S84.  and  \i'as  ]ilaced  on  the 
Gnimiitiee  on  A.^Ticnllnre  by  .'-Speaker  Sinionds,  in 
tl'iis  position  iierlorming-  his  duties  most  ailniirabh-. 
He  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  l)esi  judLies  of  live 
stock  in  tile  Stale,  and  has  probably  bought  and  sold 
more  pairs  of  fine  wcirking  oxen  than  any  other  man 
within  its  limits. 

In  iSf'S  Georg-e  F.  Capen  married  Mi^^s  Marv  J. 
Chapin.  daughter  of  llollis  T.  and  Sarali  (  Dickin- 
son) Chapin.  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  child, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one-half  years. 

That  the  two  brothers  arid  thei  '  wives  stand  at 
the  head  of  the  social  circles  of  Bloonifiel  lI  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  add,  and  their  prominent  posi- 
tion as  business  men  sufficiently  indicates  their  en- 
terprising spirit  anrl  untarnished  reputation. 

HOX.  GEORGE  LUKE  \  IETS,  a  prosperous 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  East  Granby,  is  one  of 
its  most  highly-respected  citizen^,  the  sturdy  quali- 
ties of  his  pioneer  ancestry  being  well-exemplified  in 
his  character  and  career.  As  a  representative  in 
tlie  State  Legislature,  and  in  other  positions  of  public 
trust,  he  has  served  with  faithfulness  and  efficiency, 
while  in  his  successful  business  career  lie  has  won 
the  confidence  of  the  community  by  his  upright 
methods. 

As  a  genealogical  review  of  the  Viets  familv  ap- 
pears elsewhere,  we  need  onlv  indicate  here  the  line 
of  our  subject's  descent  from  Dr.  John  Mets,  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Simsbury,  through  Capt.  John 
^"iets  and  his  wife,  Lois  Phelps ;  Luke  \'iets,  who 
married  Keziah  Phelps  :  Luke  \'iets,  who  married 
Abigail  Phelps ;  and  Henry  W.  \'iets,  father  of  our 
stibject. 

Henry  \\'.  Mets  was  born  Sept.  2,  1809,  at  the 
old  homestead  at  Copper  Plill,  Simsbury  (now  East 
Granby),  near  Xewgate.  He  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school edtication,  and  in  early  manhood  en- 
gaged in  farming,  but  his  death,  on  Aug.  20,  1841. 
cut  short  his  useful  life  at  the  age  of  tliirty-tv.o,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  East  Granby  cemeterv. 
He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  industrious  and  thrifty, 
and  was  much  esteemed  in  the  community.  In 
politics  he  afliliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
his  inclination  did  not  point  to  ofticial  life.  On  Xov. 
24,  183 1.,  lie  married  !Miss  Lucia  L.  King,  who  was 
born  March  13,  1813,  a  daughter  of  Horatio  King. 
Of  their  four  children:  (ij  William  Ansel,  born 
July  29,  1833,  is  a  farmer  in  East  Granby  town ; 
he  married  .Miss  Sarah  E.  Alderman,  and  has  had 
three  children,  Ciiloe  ^^larietta,  born  Jan.  21,  i860; 
Charles  I'almer,  June  2,  1863  ;  and  Alice  Elizabeth, 
June  28.  1874.  (2;  George  L.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  ('3;  Marietta  Louisa, 
liorn  Sept.  11,  1837,  married  George  Griswold.  (4.) 
Henrietta  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  6,  1839,  married 
George  Owen,  and  died  July  10,  1S67.  The  mother, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Osborne,  resides  in 


West  Sufireld,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large 
,  circle  of  friends,  having  been  for  many  years  a  ile- 
i  voui  and  faithful  worker  in  the  Methodist  Cliuich. 
'        Our  .-ubject  was  born  Scot.  0.  1835,  at  the  old 
farm  near  Xewgaie,  and  was  onlv  six  \ears  old 
;  when  he  lost  his  father's  care.    The  district  schnols 
;  near  his  home  afforded  him  his  only  opportunities 
for  instruction,  and  at  an  early  age  lie  was  hired  out 
J  at  sm;i!l  wages  to  (lo  farm  work.    He  continued  his 
i  labc>rs  as  a  farm  haiul  until  i8(»5.  when  he  settled 
'  upon  the  Bates  prciperty.  and  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  raising  general  crops  and  giving 
especial  attention  to  dairying,  tobacco-growing,  and 
stock  raising.  Through  reading  and  observation  his 
naturally  keen  mind  has  gained  a  wide  knowledge 
of  men  and  altairs.    He  takes  an  iiiklligcnt  interest 
in  all  ptiblic  movements,  being  active  in  the  work  of 
East  Granby  Granee,  and  in  the  kica!  Republican 
organization,  of  which  he  is  a  leading  me-nl>er.  At 
times  he  has  served  as  town  assessor  and  member 
of  the  board  of  relief,  while  in  1896  he  was  elected 
to  the  Legislture,  where  he  did  effective  work,  spe- 
i  cially  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Xew  Coun- 
ties and  County  Seats. 

On  April  il,  1S65,  ^Iv.  \'iets  was  married,  in 
East  Granby,  to  ^liss  \'irginia  G.  liates,  who  was 
born  Feb.  8.  1845,  ^  daughter  of  Anson  and  Louise 
(Garnett)  Bates,  well-known  citizens  of  that  local- 
ity. Four  children  have  brightened  our  subject's 
home:  (i)  Ella  Louise,  born  Dec.  28,  i8(37,  died 
Sept.  24,  1S86.  (2)  2\Iiss  Georgic  Bates,  born  Xov. 
21,  1870,  is  a  graduate  of  IMcLean  Seminary,  at 
Simsbury,  and  the  X'ormal  School  at  X'ew  Britain, 
and  is  now  a  successful  teacher  at  ^lontclair,  X.  J. 
(3)  Clara  ^Marietta,  born  Jan.  7,  1878,  and  (4)  Ber- 
tha ]M.,  born  July  15.  1882,  are  at  home.  The  family 
is  identified  witli  the  Presbvterian  Church,  and  the 
daughters  are  prominent  in  social  life,  their  culture 
j  and  refinement  fitting  them  for  the  best  circles.  On 
July  6,  1889,  the  beloved  wife  and  mother  passed 
away,  and  her  mortal  remains  now  rest  in  the  East 
!  Granbv  cemeterv. 

1  CAPT.  WILLIAM.!  HEXRY  HEATH  (de- 
ceased )  was  a  leading  business  man  of  this  section, 
and  his  name  became  well  known  along  the  Con- 
necticut river  in  connection  with  the  River  Trans- 
portation Co.,  of  which  he  was  the  head  for  many 
vears.  While  he  was  remarkably  successful  from 
i  a  material  standpoint,  his  intelligence  and  public 
!  spirit  brought  him  into  active  co-operation  with 
his  fellow  citizens  in  various  movements  of  the 
day,  in  which  he  could  always  be  relied  upon  to 
take  an  advancetl  stand,  his  infiucnce  being  cast 
on  the  side  of  progress. 

The  Captain  was  born  Dec.  16,  1803,  at  Ware- 
house Point,  upon  a  farm,  and  tlie  greater  portion 
of  his  life  was  si)ent  there.  His  father,  Capt. 
Ste[)lien  Heath,  wb.o  gained  his  title  by  service  in 
the  State  militia,  owned  a  large  amount  of  land  in 
that  locality,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  River 
Tran.sportation  Co.,  having  perceived  the  advantage 
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to  the  growiiii^  coninuTCc  of  thai  day  of  having  a 
rep,uhir  line  of  lioais  lor  carrying  merchandise  up 
and  doN\n  tlie  Conneclicul:  ri\ei". 

A>  a  l>>>y  our  suljjeet  attended  the  coniinun 
schools  of  Ea>t  \\  ind.-'jr,  and  his  (.dueatii-n  was  com- 
pleted with  a  cour.-e  in  Amherst  College,  lie  then 
engaged  in  husinc,-s  with  his  father,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter  he  entered  the  lirm  of  Ahbc 
Woodward  X;  L'o..  in  the  Transpi-irtation  Co.,  of  that 
name,  ami  managed  the  real-estate  left  by  his  father. 
For  some  years  previous  to  his  death,  on  Jan.  29, 
l88y,  he  lived  in  retirement  at  tlie  old  homestead. 
His  interest  in  local  ]'rogress  was  manifested  in  many 
ways,  and  he  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  while  from  the 
date  of  the  organization  of  the  Keiniblican  party 
he  gave  his  support  to  its  doctrines,  and  in  18O3  he 
served  ably  as  a  representative  of  the  town  of 
East  \\  indoor  in  the  Slate  Eegislalure. 

On  Xov.  II,  1S24,  Capt.  liealh  married  }^Iiss 
Elizabeth  S.  Barilett,  who  died  in  Xovembcr,  1S69, 
and  Xov.  8,  1S70,  he  married  her  sister,  Aliss  Ade- 
line Bariktr.  who  siu'vi\ed  him,  residing  at  the 
homestead  until  her  death,  Feb.  22,  1899.  She  was 
much  esteemed  in  the  communitv  for  her  excellent 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  and  was  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregatiunal  Church.  Cai)t.  Heath 
had  eight  ch.ildren,  all  by  the  first  marriage:  Fran- 
cis died  in  July,  1S87;  Jane  E.  married  \Valdo  M. 
Johnson, of  Detroit,  .Mich. ;  Elisha  S.  resides  in  Balti- 
more, ;\ld. ;  Julia  T.  is  tl:e  widow  of  John  M.  Booth, 
pi  the  town  of  Enheld,  Hartford  county ;  Helen 
died  in  infancy  ;  Blelen  }il.  married  Franklin  [Moore, 
of  Detroit,  Alich.;  Carrie,  widow  of  Dr.  Studley, 
of  Xew  York,  married  James  Ryan,  and  resides 
at  Appleton.  Wis.;  and  Cliarles  L.,  a  deputy  sherift 
of  Hartford  county,  resides  at  Warehouse  Point. 

CHARLES  R.  rlART  (deceased)  was  one  of 
Hartford's  most  prominent  business  men,  and  for 
over  forty  years  A\  as  identified  with  extensive  mer- 
cantile interests.  Coming  from  an  old  and  honored 
ancestry,  he  well  maintained  the  prestige  of  his 
name,  and  by  his  upright  life  won  the  personal  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  citizens. 

]Mr.  Hart  was  of  the  ninth  generation  of  his 
family  in  this  countr_\-,  being  a  descendant  of  (' i ) 
Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  about  1605,  in  Brain- 
tree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  and  came  to  Mas- 
sachusetts i5av  about  the  year  1632.  Deacon  Hart 
and  his  first  wife  were  constituent  members  of  the 
church  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  in  1652.  He  had 
been  a  deacon  of  Rev.  Thomas  Elooker's  Church  at 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and,  when  his  pastor  formed  a 
colony  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  became  a  leading 
member  of  the  new  community,  holding  the  office 
of  deacon  in  the  church,  and  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  progressive  movements  of  his  day.  In  1672 
he  was  one  of  the  eighty-four  ]>roprietors  of  the 
town  of  Farmington,  in  which  he  was  prominent 
both  socially  and  politically.  In  1635  he  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford.    His  house 


lot  was  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  Front  street, 
near  wdiere  .Morga.n  street  crosses  it,  and  there  is  a 
tradition  that  ihe  town  was  called  from  tlie  feird  he 
discovered  and  used  in  crossing  the  Connecticut 
'  river  ai  low  v.  ater,  and  su,  from  "llart's  f<Trd,"  it 
I  ,soi;n  cinu-  In  lie  called  and  written  '"Hartfi ird."* 
j  He  died  in  March.  i(>82. 

(II)  Thunias  Hart,  youngest  of  the  children 
I  horn  to  Deacon  Ste])lKn  Hart,  was  horn  in  i''M3- 
I  He  married  Ruth,  who  was  born  (  October  24,  1649, 
j  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Anthony  Hawkins, 

of  Farmington.  Thomas  Hart  was  a  cajnain  in  the 
militia,  1695;  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  iU)0  to 
1706:  speaker,  1700  lo  1706;  justice,  1698  to  1706. 
John  Hooker  and  he  were  the  two  prominent  men 
of  the  tovvii. 

(III)  Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  second  son  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  was  born  in  April,  1680.  at 
Farmington,  Conn.,  and  Dec.  17,  1702,  married 
!Mary,  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  of  Farmington. 
He  removed  to  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  became  tlie 
most  prominent  man  in  that  society.  Flis  first  wife 
dietl  in  (October.  1763,  and  Jan.  11,  1764.  at  the 
age  of   eighty- lour,    he   married    Mrs.  Elizabeth 

i  Norton,  widow  of  Isaac  Xorton.  of  Berlin.  Conn. 

He  died  Jan.  29,  1773,  aged  ninety-th.ree  years. 
I        (1\  )  Deacon   Elijah   Hart,   of   Xew  jhatain, 
I  Conn.,  third  son  of  Deacon  Thomas  llart,  was  born 
I  June  18,  171 1,  at  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  became  a 
I  lifelong  farmer.     On  Dec.  26,   1734,  he  married 
j  Abigail  Goodrich,  who  was  born  Dec.  14,  17 14,  a 
!  daughter  of  Allen  Ljoodrich.    He  located  in.  Xew 
i  Britain,  and  lie  and  his  wite  became  constituent 
members  of  the  hrst  church  organized  there,  .April 
19,  1758.    He  died  Aug.  3,  1772;  his  widow  passed 
away  in  .Simsbur\-,  Conn.,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Eno,  Jan.  21,  1809,  aged  ninety-five. 

(\'j  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  son  of  the  above  and 
great-great-grandfather    of    the    late    Charles  R. 
Hart,  was  born  iept.  26,  1735,  in  Kensington,  Conn. 
[  With  his  parents  he  became  a  constituent  member 
j  of  the  church  in  Xew  Britain,  1758,  and  led  the 
singing   therein.     He  was    of   strictly  puritanical 
j  habits,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  possessor  of 
'  considerable  property.    C)n  May  11,  1757,  he  mar- 
ried .Sarah,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Gilbert.    Fie  died 
Dec.  10,  1800,  his  wife  on  Sept.  22,  1809. 

{  \T  j  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  son  of  the  above,  and 
great-grand fath.er  of  tne  late  Charles  R.  Hart,  was 
born  Alay  7,  1759,  at  Xew  Britain,  Conn.  He  was 
1  a  large  farmer  and  an  extensive  manufacturer  of 
j  cornmeal  for  the  West  Indies  trade.  On  }\Iarch 
j  i8,  1778,  he  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  army  for 
j  three  years,  and  was  present  at  the  surren.der  of 
!  Burgoyne.  CJn  Dec.  21,  1780,  he  married  Anna 
I  Andrews,  who  was  born  Sept.  6,  17O0,  a  daughter 
j  of  Flezekiah  Andrews.  Deacon  Hart  died  from 
I  the  effects  of  a  bee"s  sting  Aug.  4,  1827,  his  widow 

passing  away  Dec.  2,  1835. 
I        (N'li)  Jesse  Blart,  son  of  the  above  and  grand- 
1  father  of  our  subject,  Vv'as  born  in  X'ew  Britain. 
!  Conn.,  April  20,  1789,  and  became  a  res[)ected  citi- 
'  zen  of  that  town.    For  many  years  he  was  engaged 
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in  luisinoss  ihcro  as  n  I'lack-niiih,  liax  uiL;"  learned  ! 
the  ircule  unvler  l^rrni  l.'.'c  in  J  lanioinl.  0\\  April  i 
5,  iSio,  he  married  Lucina  Cowdry.  who  was  horn  j 
Sept.  17.  ijS^i.  a  daui^hter  of  Asa  Cinvdry,  oi  Hart-  ; 
land.  C'oiHi.,  and  tlie\-  h.ad  two  children:  Arienius  ■ 
HnsiL;ii.  a  ^keteh  of  wlumi  folhiu  s:  anil  Lncina.  j 
]->orii  Dec.  ;s.  1821.  who  married  John  II.  Gootl-  1 
Avin,  and  died  May  lO.  1SS5.  Jesse  Hart  died  in  ! 
Xew  Drilain  J\'h.  21,  18J5,  his  widow  in  I'aris, 
France. 

(Mill  Arlemus   ICnsign  Mart,   father  oi  the 
late  Charles  K.  Hart,  was  horn  l-\-h.  n  in  | 

Xow  Britain,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  at  tlic  old  home- 
stead, which  occupied  the  site  of  the  prcsnit  Con- 
gregational parsonage.  He  bmlt  a  house  in  Xew 
Britain  on  \\'ashington  street,  which  was  used  as 
the  Episcopal  parsonage.  He  was  a  man  of  re- 
tiring and  unpretentious  nature  and  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  his  excellent 
qualities  of  ch.aracter  making  him  a  valued  citi- 
zen, r.y  occupation  he  was  a  jeweler,  and  after 
carrying  on  that  trade  for  some  years  at  Xewington 
he  removed  to  Hartford  and  later  to  West  Hart- 
ford, v.diere  he  died  in  18S4.  his  remains  being 
taken  to  Xew  Britain  for  interment.  On  >\ug.  24. 
1S36,  he  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Clark,  who  was 
born  Dec.  7.  18 16,  a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Catherine 
(Eckerst  )  Clark,  of  Litchfield.  Conn.,  well-known 
residents  of  that  section.  Children  as  follows  ^vere 
born  to  Artemus  E.  and  Ann  E.  Hart :  A'irginia 
\'eeder,  now  Airs.  Charles  J.  Snn'th,  of  Hartford  ; 
Charles  R.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Artemus  Elijah,  ! 
a  banker  of  Hartford,-  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  I 
elsewhere:  Lucina,  who  died  in  infancy:  Ann  Eliz-  ' 
abeth,  who  married  (first)  Charles  INIacken,  of 
Xew  York,  and  (second)  Alfred  Huber,  of  Paris; 
Henry  L.,  deceased :  and  Joseph  C,  of  the  Pratt 
Street  Bank,  Hartford. 

(IX)  Charles  R.  Hart,  the  smyiect  proper  of 
this  memoir,  was  born  June  17.  1840,  at  the  old 
home  in  Xew  Britain,  and  was  educated  in  the 
scliools  of  that  town.  Instead  of  taking  a  college 
course  he  chose  an  active  business  career,  and  in 
1857  he  came  to  Hartford,  where  he  entered  the 
store  of  Joab  H.  Hubbard  as  clerK,  beginning  nr 
very  small  wages.  He  proved  admirably  adapted 
to  the  business,  being  courteous  and  attentive,  and 
readily  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  nnnute  de- 
tails that  escape  the  notice  of  many.  As  time  passed 
he  was  enabled,  through  a  judicious  management  of 
his  resources,  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  and  so  well  did  he  succeed  that  he  ac- 
cumulated a  substantial  fortune.  He  resided  in 
Hartford  until  January  6,  1897,  when  he  removed 
to  Windsor,  having  purchased  the  Hutchison  estate 
on  Windsor  Heiglits,  known  as  "Broadview.'"  The 
residence  was  thoroughly  remodeled  and  fitted  with 
an  conveniences  known  to  city  h.omcs,  and  now. 
with  its  spacious,  well-kept  grounds,  it  is  one  of  i 
the  finest  and  most  pleasantly  located  suburban  resi- 
dences around  Hartford.  In  private  life  Mr.  Hart 
was  known  as  a  kind  an{l  generous  man,  but  he 
avoided  all  publicity  in  his  benefactions.    His  in- 


tegrity was  never  (juestioned,  and  in  matters  of 
opinion  he  was  always  ready  to  concede  the  rights 
of  others,  never  seeking  to  change  anyone's  iiicas 
tt)  correspond  witli  his  own.  Lor  many  vears  he 
\\  as  a  member  of  Christ  Church,  Hartford,  to  which 
he  ciintributed  liberally.  He  died  Xov.  22,  i8i;8,  at 
his  huine  in  \\  ind>:'r,  and  among  the  many  testi- 
monials to  his  worth  which  the  sad  event  lirouglit 
out  we  may  quute  the  following  from  the  "Carijet 
Review  :" 

"Charles  R.  Hart,  presidenl  of  the  Cliarlcs  Iv. 
Hart  Co.,  of  Hartford,  cUed  at  his  home  in  Wind- 
sor, of  pneumonia,  on  the  22<\  uit.,  after  an  illiu'ss 
tif  about  a  week's  duration.  He  was  born  in  Xe\;" 
Britain,  Conn.,  in  1840.  In  1857  he  went  to  Hart- 
ford and  found  employment  in  the  dry-goods  store 
of  J.  H.  Hubbard.  Subsequently  lie  was  emphw'ed 
by  falcott  ^:  Post.  From  there  he  went  to  Sugden 
iM  Co.,  in  the  old.Catliii  block,  at  the  corner  of  Alain 
and  Asvltim  streets.  The  bttsiness  relations  be- 
tween Air.  William  E.  Sugden,  the  senior  member 
of  the  hrm,  and  Air.  Hart,  wuich  began  at  that 
time,  have  been  continued  until  now.  Air.  Hart 
was  scon  taken  into  partnerslii]T,  and  the  firm  con- 
tinued under  the  same  name  until  the  admission 
into  partnership  of  Lent.  B.  Alerriani,  when  the 
name  was  chancrcci  to  Hart,  Alerriani  &  Co.,  Air. 
Suyden  remaining  in  the  firm,  but  the  younger  men 
taking  more  direct  charge  of  tlie  active  business 
work,  in  18S8  the  firm  was  changed  to  Charles 
R.  Hart  &  Co.,  owing  to  the  retiremeiit  of  Air. 
Alerriani.  The  house  was  incorporated  in  1897  as 
the  C.  R.  Hart  Company,  the  meml>ers  of  the  cor- 
poration being  W.  E.  Sugden,  Charles  R.  Hart, 
Samuel  A.  Bacon  and  Grovenser  W.  Curtis,  Air. 
Hart  being  maue  jjresident ;  G.  W.  Ctirtis,  vice- 
president ;  Air.  Sugden,  treasurer;  and  S.  A.  Bacon, 
secretary. 

"The  companv  moved  a  few  weeks  ago  into  its 
handsome  quarters  in  the  new  Sage  &  Allen  build- 
ing. Air.  Hart  was  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason. 
He  was  active  in  numicipal  politics,  for  a  number 
of  years  serving  in  tne  court  of  common  council 
from  the  old  First  ward.  In  1884  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners  bv 
Alayor  Alorgan  G.  Bulkeley,  and  received  a  re-ap- 
pointment tliree  years  later  from  Alayor  Bulkeley. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  daughter." 

The  "Connecticut  Courant,"  Xov.  28,  1898,  in 
an  extended  review  of  Air.  Hart's  many  noble  qual- 
ities, said:  "Charles  R.  Hart,  head  of  the  Charles 
R.  Hart  Co.,  and  one  of  Hartford's  leading  busi- 
ness men,  died  at  his  home  in  Windsor  last  evening 
of  asthma,  from  which  he  had  been  a  sufferer  fi)r 
years.  Air.  Hart  was  one  of  the  original  Wide 
Awakes,  and  was  a  member  of  the  A'eteran  .Asso- 
ciation of  the  Hartford  City  (juard,  having  served 
a  term  in  the  active  company  scon  after  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  a  thirt^•-second-deg^ee  Alason  ami  a 
member  of  .Sphinx  Temple,  .\.  .\.  O.  X.  AI.  S.  He 
was  an  earnest  Reuul^lican  in  politics,  and  a  lew 
years  ago  was  an  active  force  in  politics.  In 
the  death  of  Air,  Hart  Hartford  has  suffered  a 
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severe  loss  in  a  jiliilamhroiiie  sense  ami  from  a 
pro^f^ressive  staiul]x>int.  Mr.  llarl's  personalily  was 
a  stronj;'  feature,  lie  was  a  l)rii;ht,  aetivc  luisi- 
ness  man.  and  very  genial  in  his  business  and  per- 
simal  rilalion^." 

On  AjMil  4.  i8'"'('),  Mr.  llarr  was  married,  in 
Chrisi  Ldun-eh,  llartfurd,  .Mi,.s  Hllen  M.  \\"..ul- 
rutY.  antl  two  ehildren  Mes-^ed  the  union  :  {]) 
Charles  K.  died  in  infaney.  (2)  1-Milli  W'.,  liorn 
Sept.  2].  i860,  was  educated  at  the  Hartford  Fe- 
male Seminary,  and  married  Charles  A.  lUake.  a 
well-known  husine-^  man  of  Taunton.  Mass.,  and 
a  member  of  one  of  the  Ijest:  families  of  that  town. 
For  sop.ie  time  he  was  engaged  in  mereantile  busi- 
ness at  Hartford,  but  at  present  is  at  tlie  head  of 
the  Hartford  branch  of  banking  house  of  Lewis  A. 
jMav  (S:  Co.,  of  New  York.  He  resides  with  his 
wife's  mother  in  W  indsor.  Air.  and  I\Irs.  J  Hake 
had  one  son.  deceased  in  infancy.  ' 

Mrs.  Ellen  M.  ( W'oodrufi' )  Hart  was  liorn  in 
Hartford  Felx  9.  1843,  a  daughter  of  ().  D.  Wood- 
ruff, a  prominent  citizen.  Her  mother,  Marv  J. 
Crosby,  was  a  daughter  of  \\  ilHam  and  Rachel 
Crosby,  of  West  Hartford,  and  a  sister  of  Erastus 
Crosby,  at  one  time  president  of  the  First  Xational 
Bank  of  Hartford.  ^Irs.  Hart  was  graduated  from 
the  Hartford  Female  Seminary,  on  Pratt  street, 
class  of  '61,  and  is  cultured  and  intelligent,  her  fine 
social  gifts  making  h.er  beautiful  home,  "iiroad- 
view,"  the  center  of  a  gracious  lios]:)itality. 

MOSES  IMcKEE  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  a  leading  agriculturist  of  the  Farrnington 
\'alley,  and  his  successful  life  furnishes  an  example 
worthy  of  emulation,  his  prosperity  having  been 
/  gained  bv  useful  industry  without  the  sacrifice  of 
/  honor  and  integrity. 

jMr.  !McKee  was  a  representative  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  race,  which  has  given  so  many  enterprising  and 
successful  men  to  America,  and  was  born  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  the  son  of  \\  illiam  and  Esther 
(Money)  AIcKee,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Scotland.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  and  industrious,  upright  citizens,  the 
father  being  a  farnier  by  ocupation.  Of  their  large 
family  of  children  several  settled  in  Canada,  while 
John,  Joseph  and  I\Ioses  engaged  in  agriculture 
in  the  Farmington  X'alley. 

Our  subject  received  a  limited  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to 
America  in  a  sailing  vessel,  landing  in  Canada, 
where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  On  crossing  the 
line  into  the  United  States  he  spent  some  tinie  in 
New  York  State,  but  he  was  still  a  young  man  when 
he  came  to  Connecticut  and  found  employment  as 
a  laborer  among-  the  farmers  of  the  Farmington 
Valley.  When  he  had  accumulated  enough  money 
to  buy  a  homestead  for  himself  he  settled  in  that 
locality,  engaging  in  general  farming,  dair}'ing, 
stock  raising  and  tobacco  growing.  After  some 
years  he  bought  the  Gillett  farm,  a  fine  estate  of 
300  acres  near  Avon,  and  there  he  made  many  im- 


provements. He  was  an  active  meml;er  of  the 
I  Congregational  Church  in  Fa.rmington.  and  bv  both 
i  example  and  i)recept  he  taught  the  value  of  a 
!  temperate  life,  devoted  to  duty.  In  politics  he  was 
I  a  Republican.  He  died  at  his  farm,  Dec.  4,  1S89, 
;  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 

l-'armingioii. 

i  y\r.  Mclvee's  first  wife,  Eveline  (Andrews), 
was  a  iKui\'e  and  lifelong  resident  of  Farmington. 
]-"or  his  second  wife,  lie  married  Sarah  }\liller.  of 
Avon,  daughter  of  John  Miller,  and  grandd.augli- 
ter  of  ]".bene/er  ?^fil!er.  She  died  in  1S97,  deeply 
luourned  bv  her  many  friends,  \vhose  respect  and 
esteem  h.ad  Iieen  gained  by  her  Christian  character. 
Moses  and  .Sarah  McKee  had  four  children:  (i) 

i  William  J.,  a  farmer  of  Farmington,  married  Caro- 

i  line  Wilsiiii,  antl  has  three  children,  Allen,  Will- 
iam J.  and  Alljert.  (2)  Moses,  a  real  estate  agent 
and  broker  in  Xew  York,  married  (first)  Georgia 
Chesebro,  of  Xew  York,  and  (second)  ^Marion 
-Miller:   he  has  th.ree  children,  George  Chesebro, 

j  Florence  and  ]\Iargurete.  (3)  Aliss  Estlier  AI. 
was  educated  in  tlie  district  schools  and  in  the  female 
seminarv  at  Xew  Britain,  and  resides  on  the  home- 
stead. (  4  )  Joseph  A.,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  recent  war  with 
Spain. 

FIOX.  SYL\"ESTER  DAATD  ROCKWELL, 
a  prominent  business  man  of  W  arehouse  Point,  is 
deservedly  po])ular  among  his  fellow  towns.iien, 
and  has  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  longer 
j  than  any  other  man  in  East  Windsor  town,  being 
1  first  selectman  for  fifteen  years. 
!        Air.  Rockwell  comes  of  good  X'ew  Eneland 
;  stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in  Alassachusetts 
I  at  an  earlv  day.    Jabez  Rockwell,  his  grandfather, 
I  was  born  and  reared  in  Alassachusetts,  where  he 
i  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and  on  coining  to  Hart- 
j  ford  county.  Conn.,  he  located  at  Warehouse  Point, 
j  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  standing  yi  the  coinmun- 
I  itv,  and  for  man\-  years  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
I  Episcopal  Church. 

Samuel  W.  Rockwell,  our  subject's  father,  was 
I  born  in  Warehouse  Point  Jan.  2,  1799.  and  died  in 
i  1S57.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he  became  an  ex- 
i  pert  cooper  under  his  father's  instruction.  His  es- 
!  timable  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet 
Flitchcock,  passed  away  April  23,  18S3.  They  had 
I  a  family  of  five  children:  (ii  Harriet  E..  born 
I  Alarch  29,  1822,  married  George  Filley,  and  died 
!  Feb.  28,  1850.  (2)  Samuel  A.,  born  April  26, 
I  1824.  was  a  sea-faring  man  and  died  at  sea  in  June. 
I  1846.  (3)  Mary  I.,  born  Aug.  7,  1826,  married 
j  Christopher  B.  "Pelton,  and  died  April  15,  1872. 
!  (4)  John  J.,  born  April  17.  1S29,  is  a  resident  of 
I  Springfield,  Mass.  {5)  Sylvester  D.,  our  subject, 
j  is  the  youngest. 

I        S\dvesler  D.  Roclavell  was  born  Xov.  21.  1833. 
j  in  Litclifield  county.  Conn.,  but  has  lived  most  of 
j  his  life  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor.    At  nine 
years  of  age  he  began  working  for  his  board  and 
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clothe?,  spoinlinq'  iliroc  yoa:>  0:1  a  farm  in  Windsor 
ami  U>nr  _\car.-  in  luisl  \\  iiulsor.  lii.'  \\n^  tlKu 
cinploycd  at  ten  dolhirs  per  ir.onth  hv  Eclnioiui 
W  aison,  oi  I'asi  W  indsor  llili.  wilii  whuin  iu'  rc- 
iMaiiK-d  six  iuoni. lis.  and  from  tbai  lime  uni;i  ho 
roaclu'd  the  a,i;o  of  twenty-two  ho  was  cuL'ayed 
in  raising"  lohaooi)  hy  tho  jmnnd.  (mini;'  \.n  \\  iscon- 
sin.  he  sjieni  six  months  in  lluu  S^ate,  and  after  hds 
return  to  Warehtur-e  IV.Mr.i  he  be^an  raising"  t. - 
liaoco  lor  lUiekley  1\  I'.arlier  ;)»  three  cents  per 
pound.  Jle  eoniinued  with  .Mr.  Jlarber  six  }'ears. 
being"  sn]")erinicndeni  cf  th.e  firm  diurmg"  tlie  la^t 
three  years,  and  for  two  years  was  cni])le~>yed  by 
Col.  I'h.clps.  I'.y  that  time  he  had  accumulated 
sufficient  capital  to  warrant  his  venturing"  nito  Inisi- 
^e^s  feir  himself,  and  he  bought  sixteen  acres  of 
land  in  \\'areh.ouse  I'oint  village,  wl'cre  he  has 
since  been  successfuUv  engaged  in  growing"  tobacco. 
In  iSOg  he  opened  a  coal  y;;rd,  whicli  he  stdl  con- 
ducts, aitd  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful self-ir.adic  men  of  his  town.  For  many  years 
he  h.as  been  an  active  worker  in  the  local  Repub- 
lican organization,  his  ability  and  poptdarity  mak- 
ing him  a  leader  i;i  tlie  party  ccuncils.  1  he  tirst 
cfrice  h.e  ever  held  v.as  that  of  grand  juror;  for 
sixteen  years  he  ha?  served  as  selectman  ;  was  col- 
lector of  taxes  in  1891  :  ar.d  in  iSSo  and  1896  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislatin"c,  his  efficient  service 
in  that  body  rerlecting  lasting  credit  upon  him. 
Mr.  Rockwell  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  was  ftjr  about  fifteen  years 
treasurer  of  Schooi  District  Xo.  5,  town  of  East 
Windsor.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  .Methodist,  and 
for  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a  class  leader  in  the 
church  at  ^^'arehottse  Point. 

On  Jan.  9,  1859,  l\Ir.  Rockwell  for  his  first  wife 
married  IMiss  Lydia  Hendrick,  who  died  July  17. 
iN'\v  and  th'eir  onlv  child.  Dexter  Hendrick,  died 
in  infancv.  On  Sept.  20.  186^.  he  married  }\Iis.s 
Chl-oe  G'  Phillips,  who  died  j\ilv  18.  1866.  On 
March  17,  1S6S,  he  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Miss  Flavia  Pease,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  clii  - 
dren  :  Olin  S.,  born  Feb.  24,  1869.  is  superintendent 
of  the  Chucy  Mills  at  ^^'indsor  Locks;  Raymond 
S..  born  Feb.  13,  1S77.  is  a  resident  of  Enfield:  and 
Alice,  born  Jan.  18,  1S79,  is  tJ-ie  wife  of  Ralph  M. 
\\  eston,  of  .'-Springfield.  ^Massachusetts. 

llOX.  ELinU  PURR  CASE,  of  Ploomficld, 
was  I  Kirn  in  Simsbury  (now  Ploomficld),  Hartford 
coin"ity,  in  the  Dimcaster  district,  Feb.  23,  1S30, 
and  is  a  son  of  Elihu  Hiram  and  Xancv  (Wood- 
ward) Case. 

Hezekiah  Case,  grandfather  of  Elihu  P.  Case, 
was  a  native  of  Sin"!sbury,  Conn.,  and  some  time 
prior  to  "1799  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  town, 
v/hich  is  now  k-nr^vn  as  Ploomficld.  He  first  mar- 
ried Miss  Cynthia  Eno  (grandmother  of  our  sub- 
ject), and  to  this  undon  were  brirn  two  children: 
Hezekiah  Hart,  father  of  Curtis  Hart  and  William 
G.  Case,  of  whom  mention  will  be"  made  farther  on, 
and  Elihu  Hiran"i,  father  of  our  subject.  Py  his 
second  marriage,  to  Susan  Adams,  he  had  two 


'  daughters  and  one  son.  Hezekiah  Ca>c  was  a 
i  highly-respcctct!  farmer  and  inlluential  citizen,  uas 

warden  of  St.  Andrew's  J-'piscoi^al  Church  at  Xorth 
!  Ploomlleld,  in  politics  was  a  Democrat,  and  at  one 

time  served  as  re])resentaiive  in  the  State  Legisla- 

tme  friiin  th.e  Simsbury  district, 
i        J"llihu  lUram  Case,  father  of  our  stdiject,  was 
\  educated  in  the  district  school  of  IHoomlield,  and 
I  was  a  f.irmer  from  boyhood.    He  first  married  Miss 

X'ancy  Woodward,  and  their  union  was  Iilessed  with 

live  children:  Hiram  Pidwell,  deceased:  Anielia, 
j  widow  of  Alden  Cadwell,  of  West  Hartford  :  l")elia 
i  (twin  of  Wmelia),  deceased:  Emeline,  who  first 
I  married  Eli  Cheesbro,  by  whom  she  had  two  cliil- 
i  dren,  Alfred  C.  and  Elva,  and  after  3.1r.  Cheesbro's 

death  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  H.  Webster,  by 

whom  sh.e  also  had  two  children,  William  atid  Ida  ; 
i  and  Ehhu  Ptn"r,  the  subject  of  this  memeiir.  Mrs. 
I  Xancy  Case  was  called  away  in  1840,  and  Air.  Case 
I  afterward  married  Enieliue  E\"ans :  she  bore  him 
!  one  son,  Hezekiah  E.,  who  niarried  Aiarv  Pagan, 

and  has  a  family  of  three  children,  Harry,  Louise 
1  and  Xellie.  ]Mr.  Oase  was  m  politics  a  iJciiiocrat. 
I  He  died  June  23,  1S72,  a  fa.tliful  member  cf  St. 
j  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  highly-respected 
i  citizen. 

j       Hon.  Elihu  Purr  Case  was  reared  in  Ploomficld 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  tlte  Sims- 
bury Academy,  the  Suflrcld  Institute  and  the  El- 
lington Institute;  he  began  his  business  life  as  a 
I  teacl'iCr  in  the  home  school  and  also  taught  in  West 
!  Hartford  and  in  Canton,  Conn,    fie  married,  at 
Simsburx",  Jan.  11,  1857,  ~\Iiss  Mariette  W.  Wileox, 
daughter  of  Jeitrey  \\'ilcox,  and  to  tins  marnage 
have  been  born  three  children:  (i)  Aliron  J.,  book- 
keeper for  the  Pope  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Hartford, 
was  married  to  Alartha  Johnson,  who  i"!as  borne  Itim 
one  son  and  one  daugh.ter ;  (  2)  Janie  L..  wife  of 
i  George  H.  Fitch,  of  Windsor;  and  (3)  Purton  O., 
i  of  Cuicago,  married  to  Miss  AicRoy.     lililiu  P. 
Case,  has  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  farming  in 
Ploomficld,  and  has  been  very  successful  m  all  Iris 
undertakings.    3ilrs.  Case  takes  much  pleasure  in 
;  taxidermic  work.    In  politics  iMr.  Case  is  a  Demo- 
I  ocrat,  has  held  most  of  the  town  offices,  and  in  1S74 
I  was  the  choice  of  his  party  to  represent  it  in  the 
State  Legislature.    He  has  been  clerk  of  St.  An- 
i  drew's  Episcop^al  Church  for    thirty-seven  years, 
and  stands  very  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  immediate 
;  friends  and  the  public  in  general. 

Flon.  Curtis  Hart  Case,  son  of  Hezekiali  Flart 
Case,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Simsbur}"  (now 
Ploomficld )  April  7.  1S23.    Tlie  father  w"as  born  in 
j  the  same  tow"n  Xov.  7,  17Q3,  was  reared  a  farmer, 
i  and  married.  Tan.  22,  1822,  Rosabella  Pinney,  who 
was  born  iMay  4,  1800.    To  this  union  were  born 
j  four  children,  in  the  following"  order:  Curtis  H. ; 
I  Elizabeth  R.,  born  July  30,  1826,  n"iarricd  to  F.  A. 
i  Latimer  Sept.  18,  1850,  and  now  deceased;  Cynthna 
{  Ann,  Ijorn  June  26,  1829,  who  died  Sept.  24,  1834; 
and  William  G.,  born  Aug.  12,  1834,  and  married, 
Jan.  27,  1S63,  to  Venelia  H.  Todd.    Hezekiah.  Hart 
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Case  was  in  politics  a  Donnx-rat,  licM  a!!  iho  minor 
{own  offices,  anil  was  in  every  way  a  u>efnl  ci1i7.cn. 
His  wife  was  called  away  from  him  May  15.  18(14, 
and  he  himself  passed  away  .May  Jq.  1870.  a  con- 
sistem  memlier  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  (."hurch. 

lion.  Cnrtis  il.  Case  jnissed  his  early  scliool 
<la\s  in  the  Duncasler  IJisirict  of  lUoomlield.  and 
also  attended  sch> 'ol  ai  (.".ranliy  and  Sntheld,  Conn., 
and  W'esitield,  Mass.  Me  was  roared  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  married,  June  10,  1S51, 
Eliza  lloskin.s,  d.au^hter  of  Xoah  lloskins.  and 
^j^randdanghter  of  Asa  lloskins.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Case  have  adopted,  as  their  own  son.  .\lfreil  C, 
wdio  married  Alii>xail  lloskins,  and  has  hve  chil- 
dren, Eliza  X.,  Emma  J.,  A.  Curtis,  JCdnnmd  E. 
and  John  Asa.  To  Elva  ^E,  tlie  adopted  daughter 
of  Curtis  H.  Case,  an.d  wife  of  Exentl  Ivenyon, 
were  born  seven  children:  Elva  Estelle,  Malxd  A., 
Everett  .Seth,  Lottie,  Xettic,  Jessie  and  Ma}-.  I\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Case  are  memliers  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Bloomfield,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Case  is  a 
Democrat.  As  such  he  has  served  as  selectman 
and  in  the  minor  town  offices,  and  also  one  term  in 
the  State  Legislature.  His  social  standing  is  nec- 
essarilv  high,  as  he  and  family  are  classed  among 
the  oldest  and  most  respected  residents  of  the  town. 

William  G.  Case,  ]NL  D.,  the  younger  brother  of 
Hon.  Curtis  H.  Case,  was  educated  elementarilv  in 
the  Duncaster  District  of  Bloomfield,  and  early  be- 
came a  school  teaclier  in  his  native  county.  In 
1S61  he  entered  the  medical  department  at  Yale, 
and  in  1S62  entered  the  hospital  at  Xew  Haven, 
and  further  pursued  his  studies  imder  Surgeon 
Jewett.  He  has  confined  his  practice  to  the  vicmity 
of  his  home  farm,  however,  on  which  he  has  lived 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  To  his  marriage, 
at  W'allingford,  with  ^^liss  \'enelia  H.  Todd,  have 
been  born  three  children :  George  H. ;  \'enelia  R.. 
wife  of  Erederick  W.  Mack,  and  Delia  A.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  IMrs.  IMack,  a 
highly  accomplished  lady,  has  published  a  volume 
entitled  "Grange  Poems,"  which  contains  forty-five 
of  her  exquisite  productions,  and  which  was  copy- 
righted in  1891  and  issued  in  1892.  The  Doctor  is 
a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  Xo.  c^S.  F.  &  A.  !\L,  at 
Bloomfield.  He  has  a  large  collection  of  antiques 
and  historical  works,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  read  men  of  the  county. 

The  Case  family  is  classed  among  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Simsbury,  as  John  Case,  the  progenitor 
of  this  family,  resided  there  over  two  centuries 
ago,  and  his  remains  were  interred  tliere  in  1633. 

GEORGE  WATSOX  HUBBARD  (deceased), 
late  assistant  secretary  of  the  yEtna  Life  Lisurance 
Company,  of  Hartford,  was  for  the  Irmg  period  of 
twenty-eight  years  closely  and  efficiently  identified 
Avith  the  growing  business  of  that  corporation. 

Born  Ma:-ch  24,  1841,  in  the  town  of  Bloomfield, 
IMr.  Hubbard  was  the  only  son  of  Joab  Plirruu  and 
Fidelia  (Cadwell)  Hubbard,  and  a  descendant  of  a 
sturdy  XeAv  England  family.  {1 )  George  Hubbard, 


[  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Bduomfield  brancli  of 
!  the  Hubbards,  to  which  our  subject  lielonged.  was 
born  in  lOoi ,  probably  in  soutlieastern  Englanil.  His 
I  name  first  appears  of  record  in  this  countrv  in  \'\V), 
in  a  list  of  earlv  settlers  of  Hartford,  who  came  '>\i;r- 
kuui  frtini  the  \  icinity  oi  ]"c>sion  tinring  the  \cars 
1(135  and  i('>3(>.  and  liicated  the  towns  of  \\  uidsor, 
!  Hartford  and  W'ethersfield.  Conn.,  and  Springlielil, 
\  Mass.    George  Hubbard  married,  in  1640.  Eliza- 
both  \\'atts.    lie  moved  to  Mattabessett  (afterward 
called  Middletown  )  in  1650,  and  died  there  in  16S4. 
:  hVom  him  our  subject  is  a  descendant  n:  tb.e  eighih 
'  general it.ih,  the  line  of  h.is  descent  tjcing  through, 
i  Samuel,  John,  John  (2),  Jolui  (3),  Joab  and  Joab 
i  Hiram. 

i  (H)  Samuel  Hubbard,  son  of  George,  ih.e  enii- 
I  grant,  born  in  1648,  in  Hartford,  married,  in  1673, 
1  Sarah  Kirby.    'Mr.  Hubbard  died  in  Hartford  in 

t  (HI)  John  Hubbard,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
j  iC'Ui,  in  Hartford,  married,  in  1715,  Agnes  i^Spcn- 
j  cer  j  Humphreys.  He  settled  about  1721  on  the 
.  east  side  of  Talcott  ^Mountain,  in  the  town  of  Sirns- 
I  burv,  and  about  1740  removed  to  that  part  of  W'ind- 
!  snr  tliat  afterward  became  Bloomfield,  dying  there 
i  in  1775- 

I  Joh.n  Hubbard  (2).  son  of  John,  born  in 

I  1 72 1,  in  Ilartford,  married  Hannah  Cadwell,  and 
'  li\ed  in  what  is  now  Bloomfield;  he  died  in  1760. 
I  (\')  John  Hubbard  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  hon\ 
I  in  174S,  in  \\'indsor.  Conn.,  married,  in  1775,  Su- 
sannah Wells,  and  lived  in  Bloomfield.  He  was  a 
I  men-ber  of  tlie  State  Legislature  in  iSto;  lie  died 
I  in  1830. 

(AT)  Joab  Huljbard.  son  of  John  (3),  born  in 
i  1777.  married,  in  1S04,  Ruth  Brown,  who  vcas  born 
j  in  1783.  They  lived  and  died  in  Bloomfield.  Their 
I  children  were:  Joab  Fliram  is  mention.-:d  lielow; 
;  Ruth  S.,  born  about  1809.  died  in  1824:  Franklin, 
!  born  about  1810,  was  a  most  highlv  respected  farmer 
I  of  Bloomfield,  and  died  in  Hartford  in  1886:  Ann 
E..  who  never  married,  died  in  1900:  Lanedon  re- 
I  moved  to  Huron  Citv,  ]\lich.,  and  died  in  1892: 
!  }ilarilla  (i)  and  ^larilla  (2  )  both  died  voung:  Wat- 
1  son  is  a  resident  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Susan  \'.  and 
i  Jeannette  are  residents  of  Hartford. 
!  (ATI)  Joab  Hiram  Hubbard,  son  of  Joab,  and 
I  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  about  i8o(5,  in 
:  the  town  of  Bloomfield.  He  married  Fidelia  Cad- 
i  well,  and  their  only  son  Vv'as  ('jcorge  Watson.  The 
!  father  during  the  latter  vears  of  his  life  was  a  dry- 
goods  merchant  in  Hartford,  and  he  was  an  esteemed 
and  respected  citizen  of  the  community. 

George  Watson  Hubbard,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  came  with  his  parents  on  th.eir  removal 
I  to  Hartford,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
I  hei'e  completed  his  education  in  tlie  public  schools 
j  of  the  city.  After  his  school  days  were  over  he 
I  passed  a  jieriod  engaged  in  mercantile  life,  and  in 
I  1865.  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  entered  the  employ 
I  of  the  .Etna  Life  Insurance  Co.,  in  whose  service 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life — a  period  of  over  twcnt}- 
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ciglu  year.s — durin;;-  wliioli  time  ho  ]Tovcd  liiiuse-lf 
a  most  cajiablc  man  m  Ins  sc\cr,il  ik|)annK'ms.  I'or 
some  tiilcon  \oars  lie  was  eliii-l  clerk,  and  then  ad- 
vanced K'  the  a.>--!^:ani  scciciaryship  of  the  com- 
pany— a  new  oltice  creaUxl  some  \"ears  ])rior  to  Mr. 
ilnlihard's  deaih,  and  for  which  he  was  ])articn- 
larlv  well  adapted.,  owin^-  te)  his  faniiliarit}-  with 
e\erv  detail  of  the  lar,<^e  Inisincss.  The  writer  of 
the  obituary  notice  of  .\lr.  lluhhard  states  that  "he 
was  a  man  of  singularly  e\  en  temi)eramcnt,  of  do- 
mestic tastes,  exemplary  character  and  habits,  and 
an  earnest  member  of  Christ  L  hurch,  of  which,  he 
was  one  of  the  vestrymen." 

]Mr.  Hnbbard  was  -a  .sj^ood  financier,  possessing 
sound  business  jndginent,  and  bv  habits  of  in- 
dustry, diligence  and  careful  investment  accumu- 
lated considerable  property.  He  carried  a  life  in- 
surance of  about  5^5,000,  in  the  -'Etna.  Efjuitable 
Life  Assurance  Society  of  Xcw  York-.  Mtiuial  Ben- 
efit Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Xcwark,  X.  J.,  and  other 
companies.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  had  no  taste  for  public  life.  For 
a  number  of  vears  prior  to  his  death  he  had  been 
treasurer  of  the  Hartford  C'ountv  Horticultural  So- 
ciety. For  years  he  has  resided  on  W'ethersfield 
avenue,  but  some  two  years  before  he  died  trans- 
ferred his  home  to  ^^"  est  Flartford.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent citizen. 

On  Dec.  8,  iSSo,  .Air.  liulVjard  was  married 
to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Gay.  born  Feb.  14,  1S60,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  C.  and  Elizabeth  G.  (Wells)  Sisson, 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Helen  May,  born  Alay  3,  1SS2;  Elizabeth  Fidelia, 
born  Alay  24,  1S84;  and  Alargarie,  born  Aug.  26, 
1890.  The  father,  died  Oct.  13,  1S93,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  Alarch  28,  1897. 

On  tlie  day  of  Mr.  Hubbard's  funeral  the  ollices 
of  the^'Etna  Eife  Insurance  Co.  were  closed  out  of 
respect  to  the  deceased,  and  his  fellow  associates  in 
business  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  Air.  Flubbard's  late 
home  in  West  Hartford,  Rev.  J.  P.  Faucon,  as- 
sistant rector  of  Christ  Church,  ofiiciatingf.  The 
honorary  pallbearers  were :  Warden  George  t:.llis, 
representing  Christ  cliurch  ;  Secretary  Joel  L.  Eng- 
lish and  Cashier  Charles  F.  Gilbert,  of  the  Aetna 
Life  Insurance  Co. ;  and  Charles  T.  AX'ells,  for- 
merly of  the  ^'Etna  Life  Insurance  Co.,  an  intimate 
personal  friend  of  Air.  Hubbard. 

AIRS.  ELIZABETH  GAY  SISSOX,  of  West 
Flartford,  comes  of  distinguished  ancestry.  Her 
father,  George  Wells,  was  born  in  Hartford  Sej^t. 
18,  1797,  and  v/as  the  second  son  of  Ashbel  and 
Alary  (Hopkins)  Wells.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Ashbel  Wells,  Sr.,  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father was  Thomas  Hopkins,  a  prominent  sea  cap- 
tain of  his  day.    All  were  of  English  descent. 

Ashbel  Wells,  Jr.,  was  a  clerk  in  the  commissary 
department  of  Gen.  Washington's  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  subsequentlv  was  a  promi- 
nent and  extensive  West  India  merchant  of  Hart- 
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died  Sc]>t.  4,  1819,  at 
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Wells,  father  of  Airs.  Sisson,  left  his 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  went 
as  far  west  as  Albany,  X.  Y.    He  olnained  em- 
plovnient  as  a  shoemaker  at  Little  IvtUs  and  Utica, 
X.  v.,  and  fmallv  located  in  Le  Roy,  that  State, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  year  and.  a  half. 
By  way  of  the  Great  Lakes  he  traveled  from  Buffalo 
to  Brownhelm,  Ohio,  where  he  arrived  June  18, 
1818,  and  there  be  took  uj)  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the 
lake  shore,  later  increasmg  his  property  until  he 
i  had  one  hundred  acres.    He  erected  thereon  a  log 
j  house  in  which  he  lived  for  nineteen  years,  de- 
!  voting  a  part  of  his  titne  to  farming  and  the  re- 
I  mainder  to  his  trade.    In  1837  he  sold  that  place, 
with  tlie  intention  of  moving  farther  west,  but  finally 
ptnxhased  a  farm  of  125  acres  in  the  same  locality, 
on  wdnch  he  made  his  home  until  liis  death.  Fie 
cleared  and  improved  both  farms.    He    was  an 
earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  uas  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 

On  Alarch  22,  1825,  George  Wells  married 
Aliss  Alaria  Butler,  of  West  Hartford,  who  w^as 
born  Feb.  19,  1803,  and  died  June  28,  1866.  Fiis 
death  occurred  April  11,  iSSi.  Airs.  Wells'  father, 
Jonathan  Butler,  was  a  resident  of  West  Hartford, 
wdiere  be  followed  farming  throughout  life.  He 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1769,  and  died  Dec.  3,  1855. 
His  father,  Zaccheus  Ihitler,  also  a  resident  of 
Flartford,  was  born  in  1743,  and  died  Alarch  21, 
1791.  Jonathan  Butler  was  married,  Jan.  25,  1795, 
to  Aliss  Elizabeth  Gay,  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  who  was 
born  Alarch  i,  1768,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1843.  Fhey 
had  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Epaphrus, 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1796;  William  Gay,  born  Sept. 
29,  1799.  went  to  Aiichigan;  Eliza,  born  Feb.  4, 
iSoi,  died  Xov.  12,  1879;  Alaria,  the  mother  of 
Airs.  Sisson,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  George, 
born  Oct.  6,  1805,  resided  in  West  Hartford ;  and 
Xathan,  born  Oct.  13,  1807,  died  Xov.  8,  1878. 
To  Air.  and  Airs.  Wells  were  born  seven  children  : 
George  Butler,  born  Feb.  17,  1826;  Xathan  Porter. 
Aug.  27,  1828;  Elizabeth  Gay,  our  subject,  Sept. 
7,  1831;  Charles  Hopkins,  Oct.  16,  1833;  Alary 
Alaria,  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Xye,  July  13,  1835; 
Abigail  Skinner,  deceased  wife  of  F.  H.  Bacon, 
Sept.  13,  1837;  and  Thomas  Gallaudet,  Feb.  7,  1847. 
The  last  named  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  South 
Alountain  during  the  Civil  war. 

When  five  years  old  Airs.  Sisson  came  to  A\'est 
Hartford  to  visit  her  grandparents,  an  uncle  and 
an  aunt,  and  she  remained  with  them  from  that  time 
until  her  marriage.  She  began  her  education  in  the 
North  Division  school,  and  later  attended  Aliss 
Cosset's  private  school,  on  High  street,  and  a  pri- 
vate school  in  East  Hartford,  receiving  a  good 
training,  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  seminaries 
and  high  schools  of  her  day.    On  Alarch  19,  )857, 


1 

1 


I 


814 


COMMRMOR.irirE  B]OCR.  IFHICAL  RECORD. 


she  was  unilcJ,  in  nianinc^o  willi  Jt.isopli  C.  Sisson.  a 
farmer  of  West  Hartford.  \\\\o  was  born  in  i8^^i, 
and  (.iicd  Jinic  -'(\  i8()i.  liis  parents,  Daniel  Lee 
and  Eli/alK'ih  t^CiiaiMnan  )  Sisson.  were  born,  reared 
and  mari  ied  in  W  eslerly.  K.  I.,  later  residetl  in 
]!looinlieK'.  ^.'onn.,  and  in  iSjj,  came  to  \\  e-^i  Hart- 
ford, where  iliey  spent  the  remainder  of  then-  lives. 
The  father  tOv.)k  an  active  i)art  in  town  aiTairs, 
served  as  jtistiee  of  the  peace,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  I!apti.-t  Llnn"eh.  He  died  in  it^4J.  Jn  his 
family  were  nine  ehiUlren  :  lili/.a  Ann  i  .Mrs.  Wads- 
worth),  deee.ised  ;  Albert  l.ee.  deceased,  who  was 
in  the  butcher  business  in  ]laril(M"d;  Minerxa  (  ^Irs. 
Gridley),  deceased;  Abiiiail,  wife  of  B.  S.  IWsho].), 
of  West  Hartford:  l-'ranlvlin.  also  a  resident  of 
^^'est  Hartford;  d  homas,  a  drugi^isi.  of  the  firm 
of  T.  Sisseiu  (!\:  Co.,  Hartford;  joseijh  C,  deceased 
husband  of  our  subject ;  and  James  Henry  and  Alice, 
who  died  in  cliildhood. 

To  Joseph.  C.  and  Elizabeth  G.  (Wells)  Sisson 
came  two  children  :  Anna  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
Feb.  4.  1S58,  and  died  Jan.  24,  1S60;  and  Elizabeth 
Gav,  who  was  bora  Eeb.  i,  1S60,  and  on  Dec.  8, 
1880,  married  George  W.  Elubbard,  whose  sketch 
appears  above.  iNir.  Hubbard  died  Oct.  13,  1893, 
and  Mrs.  Hubbard  passed  away  March  28,  1897. 

HIRA^I  ADAMS,  the  well-known  live- 
stock breeder  and  dealer  of  North  L'.loomheld,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Bloomfield,  July  14,  1833,  and 
descends  from  one  of  the  ■>  cry  old  families  ot  Xew 
England,  who  trace  their  lineage  through  more 
than  three  hundred  years  back  to  England,  and  that 
of  this  immediate  family  may  be  traced  in  this  coun- 
try from  1645  down  to  the  present  time,  as  follows ; 

George  Adams,  a  glover,  and  his  w'ife,  Frances, 
came  from  England  in  1645,  '^'"'d  settled  in  \\'ater- 
town.  Mass.,  Nov.  4,  1664.  He  sold  his  house  and 
land  to  John  Chenery,  and  moved  to  Cambridge 
Farms,  now  Lexington,  but  was  killed  by  the  fall  of 
a  rock  at  Watertown,  Oct.  10,  1696,  leaving  an 
estate  valued  at  i6i,  13s.,  3d.,  with  his  son  Daniel 
as  sole  executor.  The  births  of  only  two  of  his  chil- 
dren are  on  record,  although  it  is  certain  that  he  had 
six  at  Ic-ast :  John,  born  April  6,  1645,  died  young; 
George,  born  m  1647,  married  ]\Iartlia  Fiske,  June 
10,  1084;  Daniel,  lx)rn  in  1652,  settled  in  Simsbury, 
Conn;  John,  born  ?>Iarch  6,  1657,  moved  to  Sims- 
bury,  where  he  married  Abigail  Finney,  Dec.  6, 
1677,  moved  to  Enfield  in  1697,  and  then  to  Col- 
chester, where  lie  died.  Xov.  22,  1732;  Samuel  set- 
tled in  Simsbury  also,  and  there  inarried  Elizabetn, 
daughter  of  Luke  Hill;  ]Mary  was  baptized  in  Wa- 
tertown, Nov.  21,  1686. 

Daniel  Adams,  of  Windsor,  son  of  George,  mar- 
ried Mary  Finney,  Sept.  20,  1677,  settled  in  Sims- 
bury, and  became  the  father  of  eleven  children; 
Daniel,  born  in  1678,  died  Jan.  11,  1713;  Sarah  was 
married  Feb.  22,  1704,  to  Thomas  Stevens;  Samuel, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Read  July  2,  1713,  died  in 
April,  1772;  Joseph,  born  in  1685,  married  Mary 
Case,  April  30,  1719,  and  died  March  26,  174:; 


Tiioinas,  born  in  1689,  married  Martha  Bultolph 
Dec.  25.  1712,  and  died  Feb.  24.  1784;  Beniamin- 
born  in  iog5.  (  lirst  »  married  Rachel  Ca<e,  .March 
25.  171.;,  and  (  second  I  married  Louise  Griswnld, 
-ALty  27,  1734.  and  died  Oct.  3.  1770;  Thankful, 
Ixirn  Marcli  4,  i(->07,  died  Feb.  21,  1699;  .Mercy, 
born  Jan.  10,  it)o8,  was  married  to  J  )aniel  Fuller, 
Jan.  27,  1712;  Mary,  born  Jan.  16,  169S.  died  ZvLarch 
29,  1700;  Ephraim,  born  May  25,  1701,  married 
Ruth  Beaman,  May  5.  172O;  and  i  liaiikful  married 
J\.(  bert  Wesiland.  -May  17,  1721.  Tlie  father  of 
this  family  was  called  from  earth  Nov.  17,  1713. 

Jc'Seph  .Adams,  son  of  Daniel,  and  meiUKHied 
above  as  having  been  born  in  1685,  died  2\larch  20, 
J  741.  He  married,  April  30,  1719,  -\L\ry  Case, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Holcomb) 
Case,  of  Terry's  Flains.  She  was  born  Aug.  23, 
I  1696,  a  sister  of  Rachel  Case,  wife  of  Benjamin 
-Adams,  the  brother  of  Joseph,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1784.  the  moth.er  of  two  children:  Joseph,  born 
'  Sept.  16,  1722,  died  in  1775;  3.Latthew,  born  Aug. 

21,  1724.  died  r^Larch  9,  1764. 
I  INlatthew  Adams,  son  of  Joseph,  married  Susan- 
!  nah,  daughter  of  A\'illiair!  and  ^Nlehitable  Eno,  to 
•  which  union  were  born  four  children,  viz. :  j\Iat- 
i  thew,  April  9,  1746,  died  Sept.  24,  1776;  Susannah, 
I  Oct.  29,  1747,  died  Aug.  19.  1835;  William,  Nov. 
'  2,  1752,  died  Feb.  14,  181 1;  and  .Vbel,  .\pril  30, 
j  1756,  died  March  29,  1829. 

1  Capt.  William  Adams,  son  of  ]\latthew,  married 
I  Rosabella,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
\  Lcomis,  of  Simsbury;  she  died  July  2,  1802,  the 
;  mother  of  the  following-named  children:  William 
i  was  born  Oct.  14,  1778;  Rosabella,  born  June  4, 
!  1780,  married  Origen  Finney  ]\lay  2,  1799,  and  died 
;  Aug.  25,  1857;  -Asenath,  born  Sept.  21,  1783,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Finney,  and  died  Nov.  21,  1S64;  Susan- 
i  nah,  born  Mav  i,  1785,  married  Henry  Case,  and 
'  died  Aug.  22,  1S65;  Cyrena,  born  ?^lay  19,  1789, 
!  married  -ilartin  Alitchelson,  April  25,  1809;  and 
'  Savilla,  the  youngest  child,  is  married  to  Philctus 
!  Goddard.  The  father  of  this  family,  Capt.  William 
■  Adams,  died  Feb.  14,  181 1. 

-\bel  A..dams,  brother  of  Capt.  William  .\dams, 
.  married  Roscne  Cossett,  who  was  born  May  30, 
!  1759,  a  daughter  of  Rene  and  Phebe  (Hillyer) 
!  Cossett,  and  wdio  died  Oct.  25,  1827,  tlie  mother  of 
I  ten  children:  Betsey,  July  17,  177S — died  Jan.  27, 
:  182S;  Rosannah,  Feb.  2,  1780 — died  ]\Iarch  26, 
1  1833;  Abel,  Jan.  3,  1781-— died  Oct.  15,  1856;  -Am- 
j  brose,  Dec.  17,  1783 — died  Feb.  19,  i860;  Homer, 
I  March  29,  1788 — died  Sept.  16,  1805;  Phebe,  Dec. 
i  23,  1789 — died  Nov.  16,  1872;  Lurana,  Oct.  14, 
;  1790 — died  Sept.  12,  i860;  Orphia  Cossett,  Feb. 
\  17,  1793 — died  June  27,  1867;  Ruth,  ]March  2^, 
!  1796 — 'Jied  Nov.  19,  1866;  and  Virgil,  Jan.  25,  1708 
j  — died  April  26,  1S49.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
'  dren,  .Abel  .-Vdams,  was  one  of  the  soldiers  sent  from 
]  Connecticut  after  the  Lexington  massacre,  and 
I  joined  the  army  near  Jjoston.  He  enlisted  .May 
i  y.  ^775'  Capt.  .\bel  Pettibone's  company,  Sec(jnd 
'  Connecticut     Continentals,     under     Col.  Jf)seph 
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Sponccr,  ami  ^ltvi.>1  until  hoiuM\tbly  discluui^nl, 
Dec.  18,  1773:  in  1771'  lie  cnlistoil  in  Cajit.  ]:".phrai;u 
Adams'  oomiiain-.  1-dcvontii  Connoclicut  Aliliiia, 
aiul  inarclK'il  10  Wcstolu'^to'- ;  iinurnini;'  to  his  tarni 
ill  XiTih  i'luonitklil.  Ik-  died  lii-ro,  and  tluTc  is  a 
niaiMc  >lah  lo  liis  incinoi}'  in  St.  Andrew".-  cemetery. 

William  Adams,  son  oi  Capi.  William  Adams, 
was  a  liieloiiLf  resident  of  1  Uoomlield,  was  a  farmer, 
and  for  nuniv  years  kept  a  tavern.  Ikirn  in  1778, 
he  married,  ^lay  j,  1798,  Mi.-s  Electa  Roberts, 
who  died  (3ct.  15.  1847,  the  mother  L't  nine  children, 
born  as  follow,-:  William,  L)ct.  10.  17(;>V.  Hiram, 
!May  22,  1801  :  Hyrun,  ]-\-l).  2;,  1803:  Chester,  I'eb. 
23/1S05;  Watson,  April  23,  1807;  Tndor,  April 
30,  1S09;  Caroline  Electa,  J  )ec.  4.  1812:  Iklwin 
R;,  April  11,  1815:  and  James,  Aul:;-.  26.  1S17.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  July  24.  1822. 

liiram  Adams,  son  of  William  and  father  of 
Hiram  Watts  Adams,  passed  his  boyhood  days  at 
his  father's  tavern  in  .Simsbury,  now  in  Bloon.ificld, 
and  was  educated  in  the  South  .Scotland  district 
school.  He  Icein  store  and  tollgate  at  Xorth  Bloom- 
field  se\eral  vears,  and  married,  June  12,  1823,  Miss 
Catherine  Adams,  daugditer  of  Ambrose  Adams,  and 
granddaughter  of  Capt.  Abel  Adams.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  born  seven  children:  Electa  C,  widow 
of  Horton  Coriiish,  of  Hartford;  Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  Linville  J.  Hall,  ch.aplain  in  the  State  prison 
at  W'ethersfield ;  Eliza  C,  widovc  of  \\'ooster  B. 
Seymour,  of  Hartford;  Hiram  W. ;  Amelia  D., 
widow  of  Henry  W.  ^^'hiting,  of  Xcw  Britain ; 
Byron  D.,  deceased  :  and  Ashbel  S.,  deceased.  l\Irs. 
Adams  died  in  October,  1S53.  and  ^Ir.  Adams'mar- 
ried,  Jan.  i,  1856,  Lydia  S.  Butler.  In  politics  !Mr. 
Adams  was  a  Democrat.  In  religion  he  was  first 
an  Episcopalian,  but  later  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Tarifl:ville,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  in  this  faith  he  died  IMarch  8,  1866. 

Hiram  W.  Adams  passed  his  school-boy  days  in 
North  Scotland  school  district,  Hartford  county, 
and  in  Perth  Amboy,  X.  J.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  started  peddling  through  the  states  of  Xew 
York,  Ohio  and  ^lichigan,  and  in  1858,  about  six 
years  later,  returned  to  Bloomfield  with  a  drove 
of  twenty-two  horses,  and  also  in  the  summer  of 
the  same  year,  drove  3,000  sheep  from  Ohio.  He 
next  conducted  a  grocery  and  also  a  carriage  re- 
pository in  Hartford  for  twenty-five  years,  being 
the  first  to  engage  in  the  latter  business  in  that 
city,  and  for  twenty-one  years  there  made  a  con- 
tinuous residence,  his  grocery  being  at  the  corner  of 
jNIain  and  Pleasant  streets. 

In  the  spring  of  1883  'Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
X^orth  Bloomfield.  and  this  has  since  been  his  per- 
manent home.  Here  he  engaged  in  handling  Cana- 
dian horses  up  to  1894.  since  when  he  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  trading  in  horses  from  the  \\'est, 
being  now,  as  he  has  been  in  the  past,  the  leader 
in  this  special  line  of  live  stock  dealing. 

Mr.  A-dams  was  united  in  marriage,  at  East 
Granby,  Conn.,  Eeb.  16,  1859,  with  .Nliss  Jane  F. 
Griswold,  a  daughter  of  Elihu  Griswold,  who  de- 


scended from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Xow 
I-^ngiand,  and  uf  which  lurtlier  mention  will  sliurtlv 
be  made.  To  the  felicitous  union  of  .Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Ailam,-  ha^  C(  ir.c  one  daughter,  Bertha  Jane,  wlu.'se 
birth  occurred  July  31,  i8'>i,  and  who  was  iiiar- 
ried.  M.irch  27,  1883.  to  Jeil'ery  CK  I'lielps,  of  Hart- 
ford. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  has  been  born.  Mav 
25,  i88(j.  (.iiie  scm,  Jeti'erv  O..  Jr.  yir.  Adams  is 
a  I'reema-iin:  he  was  an  alderman  in  Hartf.ird, 
has  been  a  selectman  in  Bloomfield,  and  has  ever  led 
an  active,  a  progressive  and  a  useful  life,  replete 
with  Ixmehcial  results  to  himself,  his  family  and  his 
hosts  of  warm-hearted  and  u.nfeignedly  sincere 
'  friends. 

Elihu  Griswold,  father  of  ]\lrs.  Jane  E.  Ada:ns, 
and  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Alice  (  Bascom  )  Gris- 
wold, was  born  in  East  Granby,  Dec.  20.  1799,  and 
there  died  in  July,  18S2.    He  was  one  of  the  town's 
,  most  prciuinent  and  influential  citizens,  was  one  of 
its  progressive  farmers,  for  several  terms  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  as  a 
Democrat,  and  also  served  in  all  the  town  offices; 
he  died  a  devoted  member  of  the  Jkiptist  Church 
at  East  Granby.    To  his  marriage,  with  !Miss  ^Jarv 
]  Olmstead,   a   daughter   of   Timothy   and  Rlioda 
j  (Loomis)  Olmstead,  of  his  own  town,  were  born 
1  three  children;  Jane  Frances  ( 2\Irs.  Adams),  June 
:  22,  1834;  ^lary  Alice,  who  died  April  2.  1842,  at 
:  the  age  of  sixteen  months  ;  and  Timothy  Wolcott, 
!  born  March  17,  1843,  and  also  deceased. 
I       xV  brief  sunmiary  of  the  Griswold  family  antece- 
dents mav  be  given  as  follows  :  Edward  and  ]\Iatthew 
;  Griswold   came   from   Kenfiworth,  Warwickshire, 
I  England,  in  1639,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Huits 
i  party,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  Although  they 
i  had  owned  property  in  Kenilworth,  it  is  not  knov>n 
;  that  the  city  was  their  birthplace,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  they  belonged  to  the  ancient  family  of  Solihull 
I  near  by,  and  as  such,  were  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
I  family  coat  of  arms,  but  of  this  there  is  no  positive 
I  proof.    However,  it  is  certain  that  the  immigrant 
1  brothers   were   men   of   education   and  property, 
I  and,  after  their  arrival  in  the  Colony,  were  al- 
i  ways  saluted  as  "]\Ir.."  the  equi\-alent  of  "gentle- 
I  man,"  in  contradistinction  to  }"eoman  or  tradesman. 
I  Both  brothers,  though  young  wdien  they  arrived, 
i  speedily  allied  themselves  with  the  highest  social 
j  element  of  ^\'indsor,  took  positions  of  commanding 
I  influence  and  became  prominent  in  local  affairs,  be- 
i  ing  chosen  to  fill  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieu- 
!  tenant  governor  of  the  State  many  times.  Besides 
j  if  it  be  a  principle  of  heredity  that  the  character- 
I  istics,  physical  and  mental,  of  a  strongly  marked 
j  ancestry^  are  reproduced  in  the  descendants,  tlun 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  original  Griswolds  of 
Xew  England  were  high  minded,  intelligent  and 
Christian  gentlemen,  as  these  characteristics  are 
1  fully  developed  in  the  present  generation. 

i  IIOX.  FREDERfCK  ALEXAXDER  KIN''--  a 
j  substantial  agriculturist  and  citizen  of  .'^outh  \\  ind- 
I  sor,  has  descended  from  one  of  the  old  and  [)r<jmi- 
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nciit  faiiiiiics  of  New  l-"nL;laiiil,  l>oini^-  in  llic  seventh 
generation  fri.nu  Cajit.  jcim  Kin^-,  ot  Xurthaniinon, 
-Mass.,  the  line  of  his  deseenl  lieinq'  liirnui^h  '.rhomas, 
Tlunnas  [^2).  /ehulun,  Alexander  and  l^^enoni 
ei>lt  Kinj^'. 

(1)  L'apt.  John  Kin^'.  the  enii^-rant  ancestor, 
was  horn  in  in  Xorthan.iiii 'n,  linyland.   Ai  tiie 

age  of  sixteen  }ears,  in  J ''45,  lie  came  to  America, 
locating  in  XonhanqUnn,  Mass.  lie  married,  in 
1656,  Sarahj  danghter  of  Deacon  \\'illiam  liorton, 
theirs  being  the  second  marriage  celebrated  in  the 
town.'  The  tow  n  granted  liini  a  homestead  on  King 
street.  At  his  snggestion,  or  in  lionor  of  him,  it  is 
thought,  the  town  took  its  name,  lie  was  a  tanner 
by  trade,  an  estimable  member  of  the  Cluirch  and 
commnnity,  often  serving  as  selectman.  1  lis  wife 
died  in  1O83,  and  he  snbseqnently  married  Sarah, 
widow  of  Jacob  ?^Iygatt,  and  daughter  of  \\  illiam 
W  hitin.g.  Ca])t.  King  died  in  1703,  and  his  second 
wife  passed  away  in  1705. 

(11 J  Thomas  King,  son  of  Capt.  John  King, 
the  emigrant,  was  born  in  1O62;  his  third  wife  died 
in  171 1,  the  year  in  wb.ich  he  died. 

(III)  Thomas  King  (2),  son  of  Thomas  King 
[no  record  given]. 

(IV)  Zebulon  King,  son  of  Thomas  King  (2), 
born  in  1717,  married,  m  1743,  Keziah  Loomis.  She 
died  in  1782,  and  he  died  in  1793.  He  located  in 
what  is  now  South  Windsor,  Connecticut. 

(\')  Alexander  King,  son  of  Zebulon  King,  liorn 
in  1749,  married,  in  1781,  Abigail  Olcoit.  She  didl 
in  1837,  he  died  in  1831.  Alexander  King  served 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  June, 
1776,  he  was  commissioned,  by  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
ensign  of  a  companv  raised  to  join  the  Continental 
army,  and  was  again  commissioned  Oct.  16,  1777, 
by  Gov.  Trumbull,  as  an  ensign  in  the  19th  Regi- 
ment of  2\lilitia. 

(M)  Bcnoni  Olcott  King,  the  father  of  Hon. 
Frederick  Alexander  King,  of  South  Windsor,  was 
born  Aug.  26,  1799.  He  married  Xov.  12,  1827, 
Lucina  Sadd,  born  Jan.  3,  1802,  daughter  of  Xoah 
Sadd.  3ilr.  King  was  an  industrious  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  throughout  his  lifetnr.e.  and  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Hartford  county.  He  was  a 
representative  from  his  town  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  in  1846 — the  first  from  the 
town  of  South  W'indsor.  He  v>"as  a  practical  business 
man,  possessed  of  good  judgment  and  held  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  as  did  also 
his  wife,who  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Sadd,who 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  East  Windsor.  .Mr. 
King  died  Oct.  15,  1854,  and  Mrs.  King  on  C)ct. 
13,  1858.  To  them  were  born  four  children:  Mar- 
tha C,  born  in  1831,  resides  near  the  old  homestead; 
Frederick  Alexander,  born  Dec.  4,  1833,  is  men- 
tioned farther  on;  C(;lia  M.,  born  in  1840,  married, 
in  1870,  Leonidas  D.  Cliandler,  a  substantial  farmer 
of  South  Windsor;  and  Catharine  born  in 

1836,  married,  in  1870,  \\'illiaia  H.  Cogswell,  of 
Ellington,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1875. 

(\"II)  PTederick  Alexander  King,  son  of  the 


late  Hon.  Renoni  Olcott  King,  was  born  Dec.  4. 
1833,  in  what  is  now  South  Windsor,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  remaining  at  home 
until  his  marriage.    In  boyh.ood  he  attended  the  pub- 

■  lie  jcIkioIs  of  the  town,  and  also  received  private 
instruction.     In  1870  he  i:>urcliased  what  was  known 

j  as  the  old  WY'Icott  homeslead,  to  which  he  reniuved 
afier  his  marriage,  and  which  has  since  been  liis 
home.  This  farm  now  comprises  some  one  hundred 
acres,  in  addition  to  which  lie  owns  several  other 
tracts,  the  greater  part  of  the  home  farm  being 
bottom  land  on  the  Conn.ecticut  river,  o\  er  which,  the 
sj-iring  Ireshets  annuallv  leave-  a  rich  alluvial  de- 
posit, greatly  enriching  it  and  rendering  it  self-su])- 
jjorting,  and  the  best  meadow  or  grass  land  to  be 
found  anywhere  in  the  world.  ]Mr.  King  is  one 
of  the  few  farmers  of  Hartford  count}  who  is  not 
burdened  with  the  great  expense  of  fertilizing,  his 
land  lying  in  this  particular  locality  being  eft'ectuallv 
fertilized  by  this  annual  overflow  of  the  river;  and 
he  is  the  only  farmer  who  takes  entire  advantage 
of  these  natural  conditions.  He  owns  one  of  the 
best-improved  farms  in  South  ^\'indsor,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
also  grows  some  tobacco.  As  an  agriculturist  lie 
ranks  with  the  best  of  the  colintv,-  and  as  a  man 
and  citizen  he  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 

I  fellow  men.  " 

I       A  man  of  the  people,  enterprising  and  public 
spirited,  one  in  whom  th.e  people  of  his  town  have 
i  contidence,  and  who  has  successfully  managed  his 
j  own  aitairs,  ^^Ir.  King  has  many  times  been  called 
I  to  positions  of  public  trust  and  honor,  and  has  as 
j  often  discharged  their  duties  with  efficiency  and 
i  fidelity.    Though  a  Democrat  in  iiis  political  afiil- 
iaiions  it  is  a  notable  fact,  and  to  his  credit,  that 
he  has  had  the  support  of  both  parties  through  his 
public  service.    He  was  elected  town  clerk  and 
I  treasurer  in  1863,  and  held  those  positions  for  a 
j  P-umbcr  of  years.    He  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
j  probate  judge  in  1S67,  and  in  1878  was  a  represent- 
j  ative  in  the  General  Assembly.    He  was  chosen 
:  selectman  of  his  town  in  188 1  and  again  in  1887, 
'  holdmcf  the  office  in  all  some  eight  years,  and  then 
declining  further  service.    He  also  for  some  years 
was  a  member  of  the  high  school  committee  of  the 
town. 

C)n  3.1ay  8,  1873,  -^f''-  ^^'"g'  ^^''is  married  to  "Miss 
Ellen  L.  Vibbert,  and  their  home  has  been  blessed 
with  children  as  follows:  IMabel  D.,  Olcott  F.,  Kath- 
I  erine  L.  and  2\lattie  E. 

HOX.   MARO    SPAULDIXG  CHAP.MAX, 
manufacturer,  of  Mancliester  and  Hartford,  has  long 
been  one  of  the  promient  business  meti  and  citizens 
1  of  the  Capital  City  and  of  the  State, 
j       A  representative  of  one  of  Connecticut's  early 
I  and  }>rominent  families,  ls\r.  Chapman  was  born 
I  t-\b.  13,  1839,  in  East  Haddani,  Conn.,  son  of  Xa- 
i  thaniel  and  Harriet  (Talcott)  Chapman,  and  a  de- 
I  scendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  (1)  Rob- 
ert Chapman,  who  was  born  in  England,  says  tradi- 
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licii.  in  l')i'>.  He  canic  I'lom  Hull.  F.n;.;la!ul,  to 
llost-'ii  in  if'.>5.  aiul  on  to  Saybrook  iluu  same  year. 
Jn  K'J-'  1h-  in'arricd  Ann  lUiss.  He  died  in  i^Sj. 
'1  i'.at  lie  was  a  in. in  of  inllui'ico  in  the  luwn  m'  Say- 
lT<«>k  is  evident  liom  the  I'aet  that  lor  many  years 
he  held  the  I'fhce  of  town  elevk,  and  elerk  .  i  i  lyster 
Ku'cr  (  )narter,  and  tilled  many  other  iniituriant  sta- 
tii.ns.  '^I'or  manv  years  he  was  enmniissioner  of 
Sa\I>rook,  and  was  elected  as  their  ckpuiy  to  the 
lieiieral  Court  forty-three  times,  and  a>si.>iant  nine 
times.  He  was  therefore  a  member  of  the  ].eL;is- 
lature  of  the  State  at  more  sessions  than  any  other 
man,  from  the  settlement  of  Saybrook  to  the  present 
time.  The  Colony  records  also  show  that  each  of 
his  three  sons  were  representatives  to  the  Legisla- 
ture; The  eldest,  twenty-two  sessions;  the  second, 
eighteen  sessions:  the  third,  twenty-four  sessions, 
it  ai')i.'ears  from  the  records  of  Saybrook  th.at  Rob- 
ert Chairman  was  a  very  large  land  holder  in  the 
towns  of  Saybrook  and  East  Haddam.  He  also 
cuned  a  large  tract  in  Hebron.  He  settled  him- 
self on  a  tract  of  land  in  Uyster  River,  about  two 
miles  west  of  Savbrook  fort,  which  has  descended 
in  the  line  of  the  youngest  son  of  each,  family, 
never  having  been  bought  or  sold,  and  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  Robert  Chapman,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Robert  Chapman,  the  emigrant. 

'J'he  line  of  our  subject's  descent  from  this 
Kober:  Chapman  is  through  Robert  (2),  Robert 
(3),  Caleb,  Caleb  (^2),  and  Xathaniel. 

(Hj  Robert  Chapman  (2),  son  of  Robert,  the 
eniigrajit,  born  in  1646,  at  Saybrook,  married  (  first ) 
in  1671  Sarah  Griswold.  He  was  long  in  public 
life,  having  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature 
eighteen  sessions,  was  commissioner  and  siu've^or 
of  the  town,  and  otherwise  prominent.  He  was  a 
large  land  ow"ner.    His  death  occurred  in  171 1. 

(HI)  Robert  Chapman  (3),  son  of  Robert  (2), 
born  in  1675,  '^''"^s  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  East 
Haddam.  His  death  occurred  in  1760.  Plis  wife's 
name  was  I\Liry. 

(IVj  Caleb  Chapman,  son  of  Robert  (3),  born 
in  1704,  afEast  Lladdam,  married  in  173 1  Elizabeth 
Church. 

t.\  )  Caleb  Chapman  (2),  son  of  Caleb,  born  in 
1732,  in  East  Haddam,  married  (second),  in  1775, 
Hannah  Brown,  of  Chatham.    He  died  in  1805. 

(  \  I)  Xathaniel  Chapman,  son  of  Caleb,  born  in 
in  1787.  in  East  I^addam,  married  (first)  ?slay  13, 
jSiy,  I'hiloxa  Cone,  wdio  died  Sept.  7,  1823,  leaving 
no  issue.  Air.  Chapman  later  married  Harriet  Tal- 
cott.  He  was  occupied  as  a  tanner  and  farmer  in 
East  Haddam.  His  children  were:  Frederick  T., 
born  in  1825:  Alary  P.,  in  1827  ;  John  P.,  in  1829; 
Xathaniel  C).,  in  1833;  \\'illiam  H.,  in  1835;  AL'iry 
S.,  Feb.  13,  1839;  and  James  B.,  in  1840. 

Maro  S.  Chapjuan,  our  subject,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  East  Haddam  and  also  a  jjrivate 
school  there.  From  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  a 
clerk  for  three  years  in  a  store  in  Manchester 
Green,  Hartford  county.  The  stirring  scenes  of  1861 
aroused  his  patriotism,  and,  feeling  that  his  coun- 
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I  trv  needed  his  service>.  he  left  the  counting  room. 
I  and  on  Xl'V.  20,  1801,  enlisted,  l)ecoming  a  private 
!  in  Company  C.  12th  Conn.  \'.  1.,  the  "Charter  (,.)ak" 
I  reginiem.  of  which  Ylow.  Henry  C.  Deming,  at  that 
}  time  inavor  of   Hailford,    became    colonel.  Ihe 
com.manil  became  a  jian  of  tien.  lluiler's  division. 
Young  Chapman  bore  an  honorable  jxirt  in  the  cam- 
paign and  varied  exjierienees  of  his  comjiany  and 
regiment  ior  a  \ear  and  a  half,  then  returned,  to 
civil  life.    Since  the  close  of  the  war  (  1865  )  he  has 
been  engaged  primarih'  in  the  manufacture  of  en- 
velopes, identified  with  the  l'lim])ton  Alanufacturing 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  smce  1S74  h.as  lieen  superin- 
tendent of  the   L'mted   Stales  Stamjied  Envelope 
Works,  of  the  same  city.    In  order  that  the  reader 
mav  get  an  idea  <;>f  the  magnitude  of  this  business 
'  i;nder  the  superintendency  cif   Air.   Chapman  we 
give  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  concern  with 
which  he  has  been  connected. 

The  Plimpton  Alanufacturing  Co.,  which  was 
the  outgrowth  cif  a  business  started  by  Linus  B. 
Plimpton  in  181.1S.  was  organized  in  1873  for  the 
manufacture  of  envelopes,  paper,  papeteries  and 
printing.  In  i88(3  the  company  built  a  factory  on 
Pearl  street  for  their  own  exclusive  use,  constntcted 
of  brick,  and  with  four  lioors  above  the  basement, 
each  containing  17,000  square  feet.  It  is  lighted 
by  electricity,  fin-nished  with  automatic  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, and  thoroughly  provided  with  modern 
appliances  for  the  economical  dispatch  of  business. 
The  works  have  a  capacity  of  tliree  million  envel- 
opes ]>er  day,  and  besides  are  fully  equipped  for 
job-printing  and  book-binding.  In  1874  the  com- 
pany put  in  a  bid  for  making  stamped  envelopes  for 
the  government,  and  obtained  the  prize.  With 
them  in  the  contract  was  joined  the  Morgan  En- 
velope Co.,  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  and  the  associa- 
tion was  merged  in  the  Hartford  Alanufactiu-ing 
Co.,  in  1898.  At  each  successive  letting,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1894  the  contract  has  con- 
tinued to  fall  to  these  parties  as  the  lowest  bidders. 
Since  the  transfer  of  the  manufacture  to  Hartford 
(  1874)  the  aimual  output  of  government  stamped 
envelopes  has  risen  from  one  lunidred  and  fiftv 
million  to  over  six  hundred  million.  ]-"rom  tljc  be- 
ginning Air.  Chapman  has  had  immediate  super- 
vision of  the  business,  which  is  carried  on  in  a  build- 
ing by  itself,  wdiile  the  Post  Office  Department  has 
an  agent  of  its  own  under  the  same  roof  to  look- 
after  its  interests,  and  to  superintend  the  shipments 
to  postof^ices  throughout  the  country  on  order  from 
Washington.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Hartford  Alanufacturing  Co.,. 
of  which  Air.  Chaj)man  is  general  manager  and 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  he  has  shown  great 
executive  ability  and  decision  of  character  in  this 
work.  Pie  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Plimpton 
Alanufacturing  Co. 

Air.  Chapman  originated  and  is  j^rcsident  of 
the  Hartford,  Alanchester  &  Rockville  Trai^.iway 
Co.  With  liis  own  resources  he  built,  equipped 
and  turned  over  the  road  to  the  stockholders  in 
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CDinplcio  ruiiniii;^  ..uilor,  ami  now  owns  a  controlling- 
intcri'si  in  >ainc.  Jt.  is  regarded  bv  those  wlio  are 
qualitied  to  express  an  oi)inion  as  being-  in  eviTv 
respect  a  niodel.  Dnring  the  year  iS:)i\  under  the 
same  eondilions.  he  exunded  ihe  lin.e  six  niile^  lo 
Talcoilville.  antl  in  iS'jj  to  Roek\-dle,  and  buili  a 
Ce^n-iplete  jviwer  plant  lo  furnish  eK;Clrieit\-  both 
for  the  systeni  ;uid  lor  lig-hting  the  town  of  .Man- 
chester. l-"or  twelve  years,  u])  to  1807,  1^'-'  ^^'^'^  presi- 
dent of  the  Hartford  .Manilla  whieh  had  a 
nourishing-  mill  at  J.'.urnside. 

Politically  .Mr.  Chapman  is  a  stanch  Jxcpubli- 
can.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  memljcr  of 
the  town  conmiiuee,  aiul  for  uj)ward  of  fifteen  vears 
\vas  its  chairman.  He  is  an  adn-iirabic  debater,  and 
a  clear  and  forcible  s])eak'er.  having-  the  lacullv  of 
presenting  his  views  with  great  clearness,  and  in 
convincing-  style.  He  has  been  a  number  of  times 
honored  by  liis  fellow  townsn-ien  with  places  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  represented  his  town  in 
the  Legislature  in  1882.  and  was  seiiator  from  the 
Second  Soi-iatorial  District  in  1S84-85.  While  a 
member  of  the  House  he  was  chairn-ian  of  the  com- 
mittee on  cities  and  borouglis,  ar.d  in  the  Senate 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  railroads.  At 
the  Republican  State  Convention  held  in  Xew 
Haven  Sept.  5,  1900,  'Mr.  Chapman  was  unani- 
mously chosen  Presidential  Elector  for  the  First 
Congressional  District,  comprising-  the  counties  of 
Hartford  and  Tolland.  For  a  decade  and  more 
past  Air.  Chapman  was  chairman  of  the  Road  and 
Bridge  Commission  of  the  town  of  Manchester. 
He  is  a  mcn-iber  of  the  lodges  of  both  the  [Masonic 
Fraternity  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd  fal- 
lows at  -\Ianchester,  and  of  Drake  Post,  G.  .\.  R., 
[Manchester,  of  which  he  was  commander  for  ten 
years. 

Mr.  Chapn-ian  lias  been  twice  married.  In  1861 
he  wedded  Lucy  W.  W'oodbridge,  of  Manchester, 
who  died  in  1869,  leaving  one  child,  Jennie  P.,  now 
the  wife  of  E.  S.  Ela,  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Manchester  Herald.  In  1871  Mr.  Chapman  mar- 
ried Helen  C.  Robbins,  of  [Manchester,  and- the  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children :  Helen  G.  and 
Mary  O. 

HOX.  ROSVvELL  H.  PHELPS.  The  Phelps 
family  has  held  such  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
history  of  this  section  that  the  following  account 
of  the  branch  represented  by  this  well-known  citi- 
zen of  East  Granby,  now  serving  as  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, will  be  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  He 
is  of  the  tenth  generation  in  direct  descent  from 
\\'illiam  Plielps,  who  was  born  in  1699,  in  Tewks- 
bury,  England,  and  came  to  An-ierica  in  1630  with 
two  brothers,  Richard  and  George.  After  a  few- 
years  residence  in  [Massachusetts  this  noted  pio- 
neer came  to  Hartford  county,  settling  in  Windsor 
in  1635,  and  land  owned  by  him  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  descendants  in  that  town. 

(H)  Joseph  Phelps,  son  of  \\'illiam,  was  born 
in  England,  accompanied  his  father  to  America  in 


j  childhood,  and  settled  at  Simsbury,  wlicre  his  re- 

:  maining-  \-(.ars  were  s[)ent. 

(ill)   Joseph  Phelps,  the  n^'xt  in  tlie  line  cif 

^  descenv.  was  born  at  Simslmry  in  K^j". 

{\  \  }  .b'Seph  i 'helps,  \\\\<  was  l.ioi  p.  at  Sims- 
bury  in  i''8ij,  made  his  hume  1710  in  what  i-^  now 
Ea>l  Granb\-.  and  was  the  progenitor  of  the  branch 

'  of  the  faiiiil}-  now  re>!ding-  in  that  town,  a  portion 

'.  of  the  land  ac<niire(l  iiy  hiui  being  still  in  the  pos- 

]  session  of  hi.s  descendants. 

I  (^\')  josej)h  Pheli.is,  ihe  next  in  descent,  was 
i  born  after  his  father's  removal  to  East  Granby, 
:  in  1716. 

{\A)  Joseph  I'hclps,  through  whom  the  line 
of  descent  is  continued,  was  born  in  East  Granby, 
in  iy-\2.  and  tiied  aged  twenty-si.x  years. 
^        {  \  II )  Capt.  Roswell  Phelps,  our  subject's  great- 
j  grandfather,  was  bori-i  in  East  Granby,  in  1764,  and 
'  died  in  1805.  He  owned  a  large  tract  of  real  estate 
j  in  the  town,  and  was  one  ot  its  most  prominent 
citizens.    During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  ser\-ed 
;  as  a  private  soldier,  and  liis  title  was  subsequently 
;  earned  1  captain  of  the  Fourth  Cotii- 

j  pany,  18th  Regiment  Connecticut  [\Iilitia,  his  com- 
I  mission  being  signed  by  Gov.  Trumbull  m  C>ctober, 
j  1799.  FIc  married  Chloe  Holcoi-nb,  and  liad  tliree 
j  children :  Roswell  Flomer,  who  is  nientioned  be- 
i  low ;  Orson  P.,  from  whom  n-iany  of  the  name 
i  in  this  section  are  descended;  and  Chloe,  who  mar- 
!  ried  Seth  Thompson. 

(\'I1I)  Roswell  Homer  PMielps,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1788  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  East  Granb}-,  and  by  occupation  was  an 
agriculturist.    Throughout  his  life  he  was  held 
I  in  high  esteem  for  his  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
!  acter,  altliough  his  preference  for  a  quiet  life  kept 
I  him  from  accepting  official  honors  of  any  kind. 
I  He  was  a  large  man,  weighing  about  260  pounds, 
I  and  his  robust  constitution  carried  him  to  an  ad- 
I  vanced  age,  his  death  occurring  Nov.   19,  188 1. 
j  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  and 
I  politically  he  aftiliated  first  with  the  Whig  and  later 
j  with  the  Republican  party,  being  a  firm  supporter 
i  of  the  Government  during  the  war.    In  181 1  he 
married  Lydia  Gay,  who  was  born  in  1790,  and  died 
Oct.  27,  1826,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
old  cemetery  in  East  Granby  by  the  side  of  her 
husband.    The  Gay  family  is  of  pioneer  stock, 
and  her  father,  Sergeant  Richard  Gay,  was  a  prom- 
inent resident  of  East  Granby.    Of  the  children 
of  Roswell  Homer  and  Lydia  Phelps,  only  one, 
Richard  II.,  lived  to  adult  age. 
I        (IXj  Hon.  Richard  H.  Phelps,  father  of  our 
j  subject,  was  born  June  27,  1813,  in  East  Granby, 
I  and  after  attending  the  scliools  of  District  No.  2, 
of  that  town,  he  pursued  the  higher  branches  in 
i  Rev.  [Mr.  Hemingway's  select  schorL  at  \\'est  Suf- 
I  field.    Although  reared  to  farr-n  life  he  found  it 
j  uncongenial  and,  as  a  young  man,  turned  his  at- 
I  tention  to  teaching.    I.ater  he  engaged  in  the  dr}-- 
j  goods  business  in  Hartford,  vrherc  for  several  \cars 
he  conducted  two  stores.    He  removed  in  iS-!7 
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lo  Windsor,  CiMin.,  and  in  lo  Scnoca  Falls, 

X.  Y.,  ir.ul  t\)iir  voais  later  he  weiif  to  Milford, 
l.lel.,  where  he  ^peiU  atiout  seven  years.  While 
there  lie  was  ecnimissiuned  as  jusiice  ol  the  peace 
)iv  (i.'V.  Salishurv.  I'f  PeUuVare'.  anil  ofrieiatod  with 
niarked  ahiliiv  in  many  trials.  In  1874  lie  rctnrned 
t  >  Jul^t  (Iranln-  lo  sj)end  his  reniaininL,--  years,  and 
his  tleaih  occnrred  there  Del.  15,  1885.  In  jjoli- 
tics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  at  various 
limes  he  held  ottice,  his  i^ervices  as  representative 
from  Windsor  and  Ciranhy  in  the  State  l.egisla- 
tnre  denionstraliiiL;  his  powers  as  a  parly  leader. 
Jn  1851  he  was  made  county  connuissioner,  his 
commission  being  signed  by  Gov.  Thomas  Seymour, 
and  he  also  served  as  Judge  of  Probate  in  Windsor 
and  as  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  as 
well  as  in.  other  positions  of  res[)onsibiliiy.  His 
al.'le  "ilistorv  of  Xcwgate,  of  Coimccticut"'  is  the 
onl_\-  authentic  history  of  that  old  institution  ever 
published,  and  although  it  passed  through  several 
editions  it  is  now  rare  and  is  eagerly  sought  for, 
as  time  only  increases  its  value.  On  Oct.  22,  1S40, 
'Mr.  Phelps  was  married  in  \\^indsor  to  Miss  ]Vlind- 
well  P).  Griswold,  a  native  of  that  town,  born  Aug. 
26,  1814.  She  belonged  to  a  well-known  family, 
and  her  father,  Buckland  Griswold,  and  grand- 
father, Abiel  Griswold,  were  each  wealthy  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Windsor  in  their  time.  She 
died  Oct.  8,  1854,  and  Mr.  Phelps  afterward  mar- 
ried ]\[rs.  Julia  E.  Babcock,  who  was  born  in  \A'ind- 
sor,  April  23,  1S22,  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  N'ancy 
Welch,  and  is  now  living  at  the  homestead  in  East 
Granby,  where  she  is  much  respected  for  her  ex- 
cellent traits.  There  were  no  children  by  this  sec- 
ond marriage.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  the 
family  of  three  children  born  to  Richard  PI.  and 
2\Iind\vell  B.  Phelps.  (2)  William  G.,  formerly 
a  successful  dentist  at  Galena,  -\Id.,  died  in  188S. 
He  married  Edith  C.  Eoulk,  who  survived  him  wdth 
two  children,  both  bom  at  Z^Iilford,  Del.,  Rosw^ell 
Foulk,  now  the  only  male  representative  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  bearing  the  name  of  Phelps, 
a  bright,  promising  young  man,  a  graduate  of  Am- 
herst College,  and  now'  in  Harvard  College,  and 
Edith  ]NL,  a  student  in  the  ?\Iedical  Department  of 
Boston  University,  who  possesses  rare  mental  gifts, 
and  will  doubtless  attain  success  in  her  chosen  pro- 
fession. (3)  Alline  L.,only  sister  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried the  late  George  Hoff,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has 
two  children,  both  natives  of  Lincoln,  Del.,  Laura  E., 
who  possesses  intellectual  ability  and  force  of  char- 
acter of  an  unusual  order,  is  a  graduate  of  the  High 
and  X'ormal  schools  at  Philadelphia,  and  licensed 
to  teach  anywhere  in  that  city;  and  Henry  Phelps, 
residing  with  his  widow^ed  mother. 

Roswcll  H.  Phelps  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  East  Granby  wdiich  he  still  calls  his  home, 
the  greater  portion  of  his  time  being  spent  there, 
as  he  has  never  married  and  set  up  a  separate  es- 
tablishment. After  comnleting  a  course  of  study 
in  the  public  schools  of  Windsor  he  attended  W^ind- 
sor  Academy,  then  conducted  by  Prof.  Standish. 


1  In  early  manhood  he  began  teaching,  anil  in  1866, 
!  after  several  terms  of  successful  work  in  Connect- 
;  ictu  and  Delaware  went  to  California,  and  for  two 
years  taught  in  the  vicinity  of  .Sacramento,  receiv- 
ing one  hundred  dollars  per  month.  In  tliose  days 
California  liad  a  school  system  far  in  ad\'ance  of 
tliat  of  any  oilier  Slate  in.  the  far  West,  and  the 
Judge's  high  standing  in  the  rigid  examinations 
reflected  great  credit  upon  him.  On  his  return  to 
the  East  lie  was  connected  for  some  years  with  the 
[  Continental  Life  Insurance  Co.,  with  headquarters 
in  Hartford,  and  in  the  meantime  he  studied  short- 
hand, becoming  so  expert  as  to  be  employed  as  a 
reporter  in  the  Legislature  during  two  sessions. 
.Since  that  time  he  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  journalistic  work,  being  associated  with  the 
Hartford  Times  as  a  legislative  reporter,  also  with 
the  Insurance  Journal,  Hartford;  and  his  abilities 
were  also  appreciated  by  }tlark  Twain,  who 
made  him  his  private  secretary  during  ihe  writing 
of  the  famous  book  "On  The  ^lississippi  Twenty 
Years  After,"  traveling  up  and  down  the  wdiole 
stretch  of  the  ^Mississippi.  Having  acquired  a  com- 
fortable competence,  which  he  has  judiciously  in- 
vested and  increased,  the  Judge  has  been  able  to 
secure  the  advantages  of  travel  and  a  generous 
course  of  reading,  while  his  native  ability  and  re- 
finement have  gi\-en  him  entrance  to  the  best  class 
of  people  everywhere.  His  ancestry  entitles  him 
to  membership  in  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  he  takes  much  interest 
in  its  work.  Although  no  artistic  training  was 
given  him  in  vcuth,  his  talent  for  painting  has  been 
shown  in  a  number  of  excellent  specimens  which 
have  received  much  praise,  and  doul3tles3,  if  he  had 
devoted  his  attention  to  art,  he  would  have  made 
a  name  for  himself  in  that  line  of  effort.  He  is 
one  of  the  chief  tax-payers  in  his  town,  and  all  his 
varied  business  investments  receive  his  personal  at- 
tention, occupying  quite  fully  the  time  left  from  his 
official  duties.  In  1896  he  was  chosen  to  his  pres- 
ent post  of  Probate  Judge,  and  so  free  from  all 
partisan  bias  was  the  movement  wdiich  resulted  in 
his  election  that  he  may  truly  be  said  to  have  been 
the  choice  of  the  entire  community.  His  able,  faith- 
ful and  efficient  work  has  fully  justified  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  wdiich  was  confirmed  by  his 
almost  unanimous  re-election  to  the  Probate  Judge- 
ship in  189S. 

HOX.  LEMUEL  STOUGHTOX,  deceased. 
Xincty-one  years  of  life  filled  with  useful  efi'ort, 
and  crowned  with  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  was  the  lot  of  this  honored  resident 
of  East  Windsor.  He  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected and  influential  residents  of  his  section  of 
the  State,  and  his  distinguished  services  in  pu!)lic 
life,  as  well  as  his  personal  worth,  make  the  follow- 
ing history  of  general  interest,  not  only  to  the 
readers  of  the  present  day,  but  to  future  historians 
of  this  section. 

Air.  Stoughton  came  of  good  pioneer  stock,  be- 
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inij  of  tlie  sixth  !;-cnoratioii  in  clc>ccnt  from  (^1) 
Thomas  SloughtLin,  a  native  of  Eiig-laiul,  w  ho  came 
to  America  about  1O30,  ami  soon  aticrward  lo- 
cated in  Hartford  county,  in  the  old  I'uvn  of 
Windsor. 

(11)  John  Siougluon,  son  of  Thomas,  was  the 
first  of  tliC  family  to  locate  upon  ihe  farm  occupied 
by  our  subject  in  liast  Wintlsor,  which  has  ilescended 
from  father  to  son  now  through  six  generations. 

(Ill  )  Xathaniel  StLiuglnon,  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, followed  agriculture  at  the  h'-)mestead 
throughout  life. 

(1\')  I,i"muel  Stoughton,  the  i:rand father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  at  the  old  farm  and  made  his  home 
there. 

(\')  jL'hn  Stoughton,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  the  homestead  Feb.  2,  1772,  and  died  Sept. 
19,  184 1.  Only  one  of  his  fann'ly  now  survives. 
Hon.  John  Stoughton,  of  Xew  Britain,  who  has  at- 
tained the  age  of  eighty-six.  One  daughter,  Mrs. 
Grant,  late  of  South  Windsor,  died  ^Nlay  24,  1900, 
at  the  age  of  ninetv  years. 

(A'lj  Lenniel  Stoughton  was  born  ]\Iarch  4, 
1808,  on  the  farm  where  he  always  made  his  home, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town 
and  the  academy  at  East  Windsor.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  1841.  when  he  pur- 
chased a  part  of  the  old  homestead  and  improved 
the  tract  for  a  permanent  home.  He  owned  120 
acres  of  land  and  for  years  was  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  tobacco  growing,  his  farm  being  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  in  the  town.  }*Ir.  Stougliton 
was  always  interested  in  politics,  first  as  a  ^A'hig  and 
later  as  a  Republican,  having  joined  the  latter  party 
on  its  organization,  and  at  one  time  or  other  neld 
nearly  every  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men. He  served  six  years  as  assessor  and  seven  as 
selectman,  and  in  1845-46  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  \\-hile  in  1865  and  again  in  1S66  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  from  the  old  Sec- 
dnd  district,  his  able  services  commanding  the  ap- 
proval of  his  constituents.  He  was  the  Senate  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  agriculture.  Always 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
State,  he  gave  his  support  and  influence  readilv  to 
any  movement  which  promised  to  benefit  his  fellow 
men.  In  disposition  benevolent  and  generous,  he 
was  universally  beloved,  and  his  advice,  especially 
in  business  matters,  was  frecjuently  sought  by  the 
3-ounger  generation,  and  given  with  a  spirit  which 
displayed  his  genuine  sympathy  and  interest.  His 
deatli,  on  April  27,  189Q.  was  widclv  mourned. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  East  Windsor,  and 
his  family  hold  an  enviable  social  position. 

In  1841  ^Ir.  Stoughton  married  ]\Iiss  Hannah 
Blodgett,  of  East  AVindsor,  who  died  April  27,  1850, 
and  of  their  three  children,  Lemuel,  Hannah  and 
Oliver,  none  are  now  living.  On  Dec.  4,  183 1.  he 
married  Miss  ^lary  I\Ioody,  of  Granby,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hovey  and  Hannah  Montague 
(Ferry)  Moody,  and  by  this  union  there  were  also 


three  children  :  Susan,  deceased  ;  Lcnmel.  mentioned 
Ixdow  ;  and  Miss  Lucy  W.,  who  resides  at  the  old 
home. 

Lk.mi-i:i,  STni-iniTox  Avas  born  Mav  12,  1803, 
and  receivetl  his  carl_\-  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  hume  neighl;orliO(.ul,  later  taking  a  course 
in  the  academy  at  St.  Jolmsljurg,  \'t.,  from  wliich 
he  was  'gratluated  m  the  class  df  83.  lie  has  al- 
ways followed  farming  and  now  has  control  of  the 
old  homestead,  to  which  he  has  succeeded.  On 
March  20,  ]8o4,  he  married  Kate  Louise;  'daughter 
of  Chauncey  IJ.  Ellswortli,  whose  sketcli  ai)])ears 
elsewhere.-  They  have  two  children,  ]Mary  Louise 
and  Lemuel  ElL-.\vorth. 

ISAAC  BROADHEAD  (deceased)  was  one  of 
Flartford  county's  most  valued  citizens,  and  through- 
out his  long  and  successful  business  career  he  gave 
his  support  only  to  enterprises  and  interests  which 
were  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
W  bile  he  had  but  a  limited  education,  according  to 
present  standard,  his  native  abilities  enabled  him  to 
make  his  way  to  an  honorable  position  in  social,  po- 
litical and  commercial  life,  and  Avith  better  advan- 
tages in  youth  he  might  well  liave  attempted  any 
line  of  effort  with  a  certainty  of  success. 

Mr.  Broadhead  was  a  descendant  from  an  old 
English  family,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in 
America  having  Leen  Capt.  Dan  Broadhead,  of  tlie 
British  army,  who  accompanied  the  force  sent  by 
King  Charles  II.  in  1664  against  the  Dutch  in  Xew 
York.  During  the  campaign  his  company  was  wir'n 
Col.  X'ichols"  regdment.  After  the  surrender  of  the 
Colony  he  settled  in  Ulster  county,  X.  Y.,  and  on 
Sept.  14,  1665,  he  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  militia  of  that  county.  He  died  there 
in  1O67.  His  wife,  Ann  Lye,  accompanied  him  to 
America,  their  home  having  been  in  Yor'kshire.  Eng- 
land, previously,  and  their  descendants  are  now 
among  the  best  citizens  of  Lister  county.  Daniel 
S.  Broadhead,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
L'lster  county,  and  became  a  -  blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Wright,  a  native  of  Glas- 
tonbury, and  a  member  of  the  familv  in  whose  honor 
Wright's  Island  was  named. 

Our  subject,  who  was  one  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  was  born  m  Lister  county  July  30,  1815, 
and  first  attended  school  in  his  native  tow"n.  Later 
he  studied  in  a  select  school  at  Glastonbury,  wdiich 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Arthur 
Douglas,  and  among  his  teachers  there  were  AA'illiam 
Wright  and  a  Miss  Spring,  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Spring,  of  East  Hartford.    On  leaving  school  he 
was  employed  in  the  tannery  owned  bv  David  Hub- 
j  bard,  father-in-law  of  Deacon  James  B.  \\'illiams, 
j  but  altliough  he  had  gained  some  knowdcdge  of 
the  Iiusiness  in  Lister  county,  his  wages  were  very 
srnall.    For  some  time  they  were  paid  once  a  year, 
and  during  the  panic  of  1S37  he  was  paid  in  tarm 
produce.    He  had  learned  in  L'lster  county  better 
I  methods  of  tanning  than  were  known  to  his  new 
I  employer,  and  after  a  time  the  latter  took  him 
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into  partnri>hip.  griviiii^-  hiin  an  oppurtunin-  U;  briniL;' 
liis  kiiowk'tl^o  oi  ilic  Inisino^s  into  prutitahlc 
use.  In-  1854  Mr.  I'.roadlicail  fornicil  a  i>an- 
iicrsliip  \\  ilh  F.iiwaixl  Hnlibard,  a  nciMic-w  L't 
]J)a\'ii.l  }lubl>aixl.  and  cnL;ai:ed  in  tiic  iiianu- 
laolnrc  01  a  superior  !;ind  of  Icaihcr  lur  sad- 
dles, made  oi  lioyskin,  and  lannetl  10  a  lii^hl  eolor. 
For  some  time  they  liad  a  lar^e  tr.ide  wuli  Cnl)a, 
tile  pa>nients  beini;"  made  entirely  in  ,'i>ld,  and  alter 
the  outbreak  ol  the  Civil  war  the  di  inand  for  their 
prodnet  was  constant,  the  material  beinq-  made  into 
saddles  by  Smith  t^v:  Liorne,  of  lianford.  During 
this  busy  pericxl  oiu"  subject  worked  in  the  tannerv  as 
hard  as  any  of  his  men,  if  not  harder,  and  at  all 
times  his  characteristic  thorouj;hness  in  attending' 
to  the  details  of  tlie  business  was  a  r.iain  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.  He  was  a  kind  em- 
ployer, and  some  of  his  men  remained  "with  him  for 
over  twenty  years.  He  continued  in  the  tanning 
btisiness  until  1S87,  when  he  retired  to  eniov  a  well- 
earned  rest,  and  his  death  occurred  .\Ja\-  15,  1S95, 
his  remains  being  interred  at  Glastonburv. 

~S\\-.  Llroadhead's  business  enter]:>rises  were  varied 
in  cliaractcr,  and  for  some  years  he  was  a  director 
in  the  Goodrich  Brothers  Banking  Companv,  c>f 
I'airbur}-,  Xeb.,  and  the  Red  River  \"allev  Banking 
Company,  of  Fargo,  X.  Dak.  With  P.  H.  Good- 
rich he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  having  the  Flart- 
ford  and  Glastonbury  electric  railway  to  Glastonbury 
btiilt  by  the  railway  companv  in  the  face  of  strong- 
opposition  from  many  who  now  realize  its  conven- 
ience. He  and  Mr.  Goodrich  drove  to  East  Flart- 
ford  and  rode  into  Glastonbury  on  the  first  car  that 
came  over  the  line,  and  he  was  on  the  first  car  that 
went  into  South  Glastonbury.  Mr.  Broadhead  was 
of  a  sympathetic  nature,  as  was  evidenced  bv  the 
many  kindnesses  shown  the  motor-men  and  con- 
ductors on  the  trolley  cars  that  passed  liis  door,  and 
on  cold  winter  mornings  he  used  to  serve  them  with 
hot  cofTee  and  food,  being  known  bv  them  as  the 
'■good  Samaritan."  He  was  verv  unassuming  in 
manner,  being  easily  approached  bv  all,  and  his 
genuine  kindliness  won  liim  the  warm  regard  of  all 
classes  in  the  community.  Among  the  most  es- 
teemed friends  of  his  later  years  was  John  }\hiir, 
one  of  the  leading  tanners  of  Scotland,  wdiom  he 
met  in  1868,  while  on  his  wa>-  to  England  to  study 
methods  of  coloring.  His  active  work  in  politics 
as  a  member  of  the  Republican  partv  also  brought 
him  many  congenial  friendsnips.  and  for  many  years 
he  was  regarded  as  a  lead.ii-:g  adviser  of  tlie  organi- 
zation in  this  section.  He  held  numerous  town 
offices,  and  in  1870  represented  Glastonbury  in  the 
Legislature,  that  being  tlie  last  session  held  in  the 
old  State  house  in  Hartford.  He  was  one  of  the 
"Harrison  A'eterans,"  and  in  1840  went  to  Boston 
to  help  celebrate  the  victorv  of  Harrison,  and  he 
was  also  a  member  of  the  "Wide  Awakes'"  of  Glas- 
tonbury when  that  organization  was  iii  existence. 
As  a  boy  he  united  with  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Ulster  county,  and  in  later  life  he  was  one  of  the 
chief  supporters  and  deacon  of  the  church  in  Glas- 


i  tonbury.      Mr.  Broadhead  had  a  remai'kablv  lin.e 
i  physiijne,  being  more  than  si.v  feet  iri  height,  with 
broad  shoidders,  and  his  healtii  was  excellent,  while 
I  his    faculties   seemed   unim)xiiied   b\-   the  ixissing 
I  years.    His  al,>iliiy  to  endure  hardshii)  and  ai'dunus 
;  work'  en;ib!ed  him  to  jva^h  to  a  successful  conclusion 
I  tasks  which  would    have    daunted    others  of  less 
strength  of  mind  and  body,  and  with  his  firm  will 
and  keen,  shrewd  mentality  he  could  not  fail  to  be  a 
leader  in  any  line  of  work  which  he  undertook. 

Mr.  Broadhead.  was  verv  domestic  in  his  habits, 
his  home  being  the  chief  center  of  interest,  notw  iih- 
standing  his  activity  in  Ijusiness  and  public  life.  L)n 
Jan.  J4,  1S43,  l^'-^  married  .Miss  Daniaris  St.  Clair, 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Hannah  (Green)  St. 
Clair,  higlil}'  esteemed  residents  of  Elli!\gton,  Conn. 
Their  only  child,  ?\liss  julia  Wright  I'.roadhead,  re- 
sides with  her  mother  at  the  home  built  by  our  sub- 
ject in  1S70. 

JUDGE  ED\\'ARD  H.  DE:\HXG.  Flonored  and 
esteemed  by  all,  tliere  is  no  man  in  Farmington 
who  occupies  a  more  prominent  posit-on  in  business 
and  public  aft'airs  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  now  creditably  serving  as  probate  judge  of 
Farmington  and  Plainville.  As  a  business  man  he 
has  been  enterprising,  energetic  and  always  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  has  been  rewarded  by  an  ample 
fortune. 

2vlr.  Derning  was  born  in  X'orthampton,  ^lass., 
July  14,  1857,  but  is  a  representative  of  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  this  county.  IMany  years 
ago  his  great-grandfather,  John  Deming,  and  his 
brother,  Chauncey,  were  leading  merchants  of 
Farmington.  and  were  also  interested  in  the  W  est 
India  trade.  The  grandfather,  Sanniel  Detuing, 
made  his  home  in  Farmington,  his  residence  stand- 
ing next  to  the  town  hall,  atid  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  was  a  rabid  Abolitionist.  He  mar- 
ried r\liss  Catharine  Lewis,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children:  John,  Susan.  Frederick,  Chauncey, 
Catharine  and  Caroline.  The  familv  held  member- 
ship in  the  Congregational  Church. 

John  Deming,  father  of  or  subject,  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Farmington,  but  later  made 
his  home  in  X'orthampton,  ]Mass.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mantifacture  of  farming  implements. 
While  there  he  served  as  a  memlier  of  the  ]Mas'=a- 
chusetts  Legislature,  in  1857.  The  folloying  year 
he  returned  to  Farmington,  wd-;ere  he  continued 
to  manufacture  agricultural  implements  until  his 
removal  to  Glen  Eyre,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  iS'mj). 
He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  and 
iit  mercantile  business  there,  and  practically  owned 
the  entire  town.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  Brook- 
lyn, X.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
si.xty-eight  years.  He  married  ^liss  Catherine  ^L'.x 
Williams,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joshua  Williams,  of 
Cromwell,  Conn.,  and  a  granddaughter  of  'Squire 
John  Mix.  Th.e  latter  was  an  ensign  in  the  5th 
I'.attalion  of  \\'adsworth's  Brigade,  under  coiuniand 
'  of  Col.  William  Douglas,  dindng  the  Revolutionary 
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war,  aiul  \va^  n  iiroiiiincnt  nicnil)cr  of  llic  Svjcictv 
of  tho  Cincinnati,  M.r\in^'  a.s  secretary  vi  the  Cou- 
iicciiciil  brancii.  Jle  was  also  (luilc  proniineni  in 
jX'Iitical  altairs.  anil  was  jndj^c  of  pr-ibatc  ten  rears; 
town  clerk  thirt\-two  years;  aial  a  nicnilier  l'I  tiie 
General  Assenihly  twenty-six  years.  To  Je.ihn 
Dcniinc;'  and  wife  were  horn  six  ciiihlrcn:  Annie, 
a  resident  of  iIol)o!;en.  X.  ]..  and  \\ife  of  T.  R. 
Ennis;  Samuel  Lewis,  who  died  at  tlie  ai;e  of  ei_u"!u- 
cen  years;  Edward  Hooker,  our  subject;  Jilizabeth, 
a  resident  of  Brooklyn;  John  Mix,  who  is  in  the 
creamery  busiess  in  Warwick".  X.  \.;  and  llarrv 
Williams,  acrent  lor  the  Liverjiool  and  London 
and  Globe  Insurance  Co.,  in  Xew  York  City. 

Judge  Deminc;'  was  reared  in  Farmini:ton  until 
the  removal  of  the  lamilv  to  Glen  E_\'re.  Lenn..  aiid 
attended  Deacon  E.  L.  Hart's  private  school.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  commenced  clerking  in  his 
father's  store  at  Glen  Eyre,  and  there  acquired  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  mercantile  pursuits. 
Returning  to  Earmingtcii.  in  1SS4.  l:e  purcl:ased 
the  store  of  Chauncey  Rowe,  which  he  conducted 
alone  until  1802,  when  F.  L.  Sce'it  was  admitted 
to  a  partnership  in  the  business.  Their  establish- 
ment would  do  credit  to  a  place  much  larger  than 
Earmington,  and  they  enjoy  a  large  and  constantly 
increasing  trade.  Judge  Deming  has  been  a  director 
of  the  EarmingTon  Saving?  Bank  since  1SS9,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  loaning  comiuittee. 

At  Hawley,  Eenn.,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Iiss  Belle  Plum,  a  daughter  of  ^L 
Plum,  of  that  place,  and  they  have  two  children; 
Edward  Hooker,  Jr.,  and  ;^Iay  Atkinson.  The 
Judge  is  a  meiuber  of  the  Coimtrv  Club,  also  of  the 
Society  of  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  an  ardeiu  Republican,  and 
by  his  party  he  has  been  honored  with  several  oftices, 
having  served  as  selectman  five  years  and  as  first 
selectman  three  years  of  that  time ;  chairman  of  the 
school  committee  ten  years;  and  judge  of  probate 
two  terms.  Pie  has  discharged  his  oihcial  duties 
with  a  promptness  and  fidelity  worthv  of  all  com- 
mendation, and  is  thoroughly  identified  in  feeling 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  town  and 
county. 

HOX.  ELISHA  GILLETT  ^lORTOX.  for- 
merly rejiresentative  in  the  State  Legislature  from 
the  town  of  East  AA'indsor,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  his  locality.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  identified  with  agriculture  interests,  his  large 
estate  near  East  Windsor  being  managed  success- 
fully on  modern  scientific  principles,  and  he  is  also 
active  and  influential  in  local  alTairs,  having  served 
in  the  most  important  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  fel- 
low townsmen. 

!Mr.  [Morton  comes  of  good  old  Connecticut 
stock,  and  his  great-grandfather,  John  }>Iorton.  was 
a  resident  of  East  Windsor.  Capt.  Elisha  ^Morton, 
his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  East  W'indsor. 
and  followed  farming  at  the  present  homestead. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  day, 


'<  and  his  title  was  gained  by  service  as  an  oflicer  in 
,  the  Slate  .Militia. 

i        Elisha  G.  Morton,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
'  was  b'lrn  in  iScn,  in  what  is  now  South  Windsor, 
and  died  iii   1S75.    Soon  after  liis  first  marriage 
i  he  look  charge  of  the  farm,  and  his  life  was  de- 
j  votedi  chieliy  to  its  management  and  cultivation, 
:  althougli  his  duties  as  a  cuizen  were  always  per- 
j  f(.)rir,ed  with  fidelity.    He  I'lrst  married  Miss  Mabel 
j  Thompson,  who  died  in  184').  and  his  second  union 
I  was  with  Miss  Clarissa  A.  Tarbo.x,  who  passed 
I  away  on  Thanksgiving  I^.'iy,   1895.    Bv  the  lirst 
union  he  has  se\-en  children  ;    Elizalieth  E.  becaiiie 
the  wife  of  Francis  H.  Granger;  Cornelia  is  the 
j  v.ife  of  Thomas  Archer;  Elisha  G.  is  our  subject; 
i  Thompson  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years  ;  Carlos 
died  when  two  and  one-half  years  old;  two  died 
i  in  infancy,  James  H.  when  two  years  and  five  months 
j  old,  and  James  PI.  (2)  wdien  nine  months  old. 
j        Elisha  G.  Alorton  was  born  .Sept.  19,  1837,  at 
the  old   Morton   farm,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  tlie  high 
school  at  Windsor  Hill.    lie  was  reared  to  farm 
work,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  assumed  the 
management  of  the  homestead,  wdiere  he  has  al- 
wavs  resided.    Altogether  he  owns  200  acres  of 
land,  the  homestead  comprising  120  acres,  and  in 
addition  to  general  farming  he  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  dairy  business,  tobacco-growing  and 
the  raising  of  peaches.    He  is  a  member  of  the 
local  Grange,  and  is  active  in  religious  v.x.rk  as  a 
j  member  of  the   First  Congregational   Church  of 
!  East  Windsor,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for 
j  seven  years.    Fie  is  a  trustee  of  the  First  Eclesias- 
[  tical  Society  of  East  Windsor,  a  position  he  has 
j  held  since  1S80.    Plis  sound  judgment  and  well- 
j  proven  integrity  make  him  an  excellent  official, 
!  and  among  other  positions   he   has    served  four 
terms  (of  one  year  each)  on  the  township  board 
of  relief.    In  1890  he  was  chosen  second  selectman, 
with  S.  Terry  Wells  and  George  A.  Ellis,  and  in 
1S96  he  was  again  elected  to  the  board  of  select- 
!  men,  with  Mr.  Ellis  and  Plenry  W.  Allen.    In  1892 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  his  able  and  faithful  service  fully 
justified  the  confidence  of  his  constituents. 

I  HOX.  WTLLLAM  H.  THOMPSOX,  a  vener- 
j  able  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  East  \\'indsor, 
!  deserves  prominent  mention  among  these  mem- 
!  oirs,  as  tlie  activities  of  his  long  life  have  made 
;  him  a  recognized  factor  in  many  of  the  progres- 
sive movements  of  his  locality. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  Oct.  1,  1S13,  at  his 
present  homestead,  and  is  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  family  of  East  Windsor,  his  great-grand- 
father, Samuel  Thompson,  having  been  a  leading 
resident  of  the  town.  James  Thoiupson,  his  grand- 
father, v.as  a  native  of  East  Windsor,  and  made  his 
home  upon  the  farm  where  William  II.  was  born 
and  now  lives. 


COMMI-.MOh'.lTJlli  BIOGKAinilCAL  R}'.CORD. 


Col.  W  illiain  'riioni]'>soii.  iIk-  father  of  our  suh- 
jfcl,  ua,--  hurn  at  the  lioiiu-slcail  in  1 7<  \v  '""1  '''"-''l 
llicre  in  l8_'9,  al  the  auc  of  >i\ty-six  years.  Jle 
was  a  prominent  man  ni  his  il.iy,  arni  his  tilK'  of 
<:i>le)iicl  was  ;.;aineO  h_\-  service  a>  an  (iflieer  in  ihe 
cavalry  niiliiia.  His  wite,  \vh<\sc  maiden  name  was 
'I'aniar  Ijoilun,  hved  tn  the  ai;e  of  ei^hly-six.  CU' 
iheir  thirteen  chikh'en,  six  ched  in  ehihUiooth  the 
•others  all  living-  he\ond  the  alluited  limit  of  three- 
>coro  years  and  ten:  J-dizaheth,  who  married 
Cieorge  Ueehe,  of  I'eeding  Hills.  Mass.,  died  at  tlic 
ago  of  ninety-one;  -Mary  A.  (.Mrs.  W'inthrop 
Allen)  diet!  at  eigiuy-h\-e  :  Ilemdelta  (Mrs.  Alfred 
Allen)  was  in  her  i.-ighlieth  vear  at  the  time  of  her 
death;  Margaret  }d.  (Mrs.  Da\-id  T.  Smith)  was 
in  her  eighty-ninth  year;  Taniar  (Mrs.  William  T. 
^MorrisonJ  was  in  lier  eighty-tirst  >ear;  and  Sarah 
E.  (Mrs.  James  G.  Harper)  was  over  eighty. 

Uin-  ^ul)ject,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily, is  now  the  only  sursivor.  He  was  reared  at 
tlie  homestead,  his  education  heing  ohtained  in  the 
"Common  schools  of  the  town  and  the  high  school 
-at  Ellington,  Conn.,  and  on  completing  his  course 
of  study  he  engaged  in  farming.  For  some  years 
lie  had  charge  of  the  hiomestead,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  purchased  the  place,  engaging  ex- 
tensively in  tobacco  cttlture  and  also  carrying  on 
^"eneral  farming.  He  sold  his  farm  in  1S99,  and 
now  lives  retired.  At  various  times  he  has  been 
■employed  in  responsible  positions  under  tlie  Cnited 
States  revenue  department.  He  was  assistant  as- 
sessor of  the  \\'arehouse  Point  distillery  for  nearly 
■two  years ;  United  States  storekeeper  of  the  Gow- 
■dy  distillery,  at  ]\Ielrose,  three  vears :  and  for  three 
years  held  the  same  position  at  the  Scitico  dis- 
tillery. Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has 
served  four  jears  as  assessor  and  four  as  select- 
man of  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  while  in  1861 
.and  1862  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State 
Legislature.  For  more  than  fiftv  years  he,  with 
his  wife,  has  been  a  member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Broad  Brook,  in  which  he  holds 
the  oftice  of  deacon,  and  was  stiperintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  over  thirty  years.  He  is  often 
■called  the  father  of  that  Society,  as  he  has  done 
more  to  sustain  it  tlian  anv  other  member,  his 
time  and  means  having  been  freciv  given  to  the 
■cause. 

On  Jan.  26,  1836,  ?\Ir.  Thompson  married  ?\Ii?s 
Fluldah  Chapin.  Mr.  and  r\Irs.  Thompson  had  no 
issue,  but  brough.t  U])  several  children  of  both  sexes, 
two  of  whom  were  virtuallv  adopted.  ]\Irs.  Thomp- 
son died  Xov.  20,  1897,  in  her  seventy-ninth  year, 
after  more  than  sixty-one  vears  of  happy  wedded 
life.  She  was  active  in  church  work,  giving  liber- 
ally of  her  means,  and  at  her  death  leaving  a  gen- 
erous legacy  for  the  church  at  Broad  Brook. 

HOX.  MARTIX  })'ARSEY,  foreman  of  the 
saltpetre  refinery  of  the  Hazard  Powder  Co.,  at 
Ilazardvillc,  has  for  almost  half  a  century  been  a 
faithful  and  trusted  employe  of  that  company,  and 


;•  is  one  of  the  leadings  and  representative  citixehs  of 
that   jilaee.     Jle   was  burn   in  Count\  Trjjperar)', 
Ireland.         .  o.  l''~^3l.  a  sun  of  Thomas  and  -Mar\- 
(halloii)  |)'ArM.\-.     The  father  tcmk"  an  .active  part 
in  tilt,'  iri'-T  relK-Uion  of  i8_;S.  and  was  conrpelleil 
I  to  tlee  the  country,  a  reward  of  St, 500  being  ollered 
j  for  his  arrest.  Tie  located  in  Xoriham|non,  Mass.. 
I  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
j  occtu'red.  in    i,S5_'.     Our  subject    followed   him  to 
j  this  coimtrv  in  1849,  ^^^^^l       ^'"^3'       ^^''^  joined  bv 
j  his  wife  and  the  remainder  of  the  family.  ihe 
[  children  w;erc  Martin;  James;  .Mary,  wife  of  Xicho- 
1  las  ^JcCh-ath ;  Bridget,  wile  of  XV'illiani  Fitzgib- 
i  bons ;  John;  ^Michael;  and  Katherine. 
j        Jn  October,   1852,  Martin  D'Arsey  located  in 
the  village  of  Flazardville.  town  of  Fn.tield,  Hart- 
ford county,  and  entered  the  emplciy  of  tlie  Hazard 
Powder  Co.,  with  which  he  has  since  been  con- 
!  nected.  For  several  years  he  jerved  as  outside  fore- 
j  man  of  the  works,  and  since  1873  has  been  supcr- 
1  intendent  of  the  saltpetre  retinery,  a  position  he  has 
j  filled  in  a  most  capable  and  satisfactory  n.ianner. 
'       Mr.  D'Arsey  was  married,  Alay  13.  1854,  to 
!  ]\Iiss  ]\Jary  Dunnigan,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Dun- 
j  nigan,  of  County  Meath,  Ireland,  and  to  them  were 
j  born  five  children  who  reached  years  of  maturity; 
j  Sarah,   wife  of   D.   J.   Donahoe,  of  IMiddlctow-n, 
j  Conn.;  Tliomas  F. ;  Martin  L.,  deceased;  Kather- 
!  ine  E.,  wife  of  Patrick  F.  Floulihan;  and  also 
i  ]Marv  J.,  wdio  died  in  infancy.    The  family  are  all 
j  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  our 
\  subject  has  been  a  trustee  the  past  eighteen  years, 
and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 
Politicallv  3>Ir.  D^Arsey  is  an  ardent  Republican. 
He  has  n'lost  creditably  filled  th.e  offices  of  constable 
I  and  grand  juror;  rej^resented  Enfield  town  in  the 
I  State  Legislature  in  the  session  of  1887.  and  is  one 
j  of  the  Hazardville  fire  commissioners. 
I 

j       HOX.  EDWIX  FRAXIvLIX  THOMPSOX.  a 
I  prosperous  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  East  Wind- 
j  sor,  is  a  man  whose  influence  is  a  recognized  factor 
i  in  the  business,  jKilitical  and  social  movements  of 
■  that  localitv.    He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  a 
j  family  wdiich  has  been  prominent  in  this  county 
I  from  an  early  period,  and  traces  his  ancestral  line 
to  William  and  ^.far.garet  Thompson, natives  of  Scot- 
land, from  whom  the  majority  of  the  Thompsons 
in  Hartford  and  Tolland  counties  are  descended. 

According  to  family  tradition  it  was  about  the 
year  1716  that  William  and  ^largaret  Thompson 
started  from  Scotland  for  America,  Intt  for  some 
cause,  now  unknown,  they  stopped  in  L-eland,  wh.ere 
'  Wdlliam  died.    His  last  request  was  tliat  his  wife 
\  and  familv  should  come  to  America,  and  about  1718 
\  thev  emliarked  in  a  sailing  vessel  bound  for  Xew 
England.    The  vovage  was  a  long  one  and  wlien  the 
provisions  of  the  emigrants  were  exhausted  starva- 
tion seemed  certain.  A  i)rayer  meeting  was  held  on 
board  and  Divine  help  asked  in  the  emergency.  As 
!  the  worsliipcrs  arose  from  their  knees  ih.ey  realized 
that  their  prayers  were  heard  and  answered,  for  the 
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Uvly  ,,t  :i  ,UAi\  »!urj»  ».•t^  K-cM  iloalini;-  in  ihc  water 
by  iiK  v5  !ht  I'lJ  --iilinL;  vi->m-1  aiui  by  moans 
oi  'his  j!;c  !H.«.«!.it  i-l  l!;-  ]H.!'j)!c  were  niei.  J'hc 
Tl-.r-uiiis.  .p.v  '..":;{',<  '!  in  liartH'?'!  coinily,  in  the  town 
oi  La>i  \S  i;-.. !-■:■.  >  'ir.c  oi  liie  land  now  owned 
by  J"lin  J  ;;  'iipv..!;,  a  bf  -liier  oi  i-ur  subject,  has 
bci.li  lulii  :ii  tin-  !;iai;iv  ii.'.nie  I'ur  nuiny  years. 

Je-liii  'i  liuiiijiM'!),  i.  \H  .-iibject's  lather,  \vas  a 
woh-Kii'.wii  .^l;r!euiI•.lrl^t  the  town  oi  JJhiigVon, 
Tollaiui  coiiniv.  iic  in.iri'ie'l  .Mi^s  Anna  Jillswui  th. 
daiij^liu-r  Ml  ! '.(.iiianiMi  J- .i-w- Tih,  and  ihey  had  nine 
cliildr«.  !i,  as  I'.'il-vs :  >abra.  wii'e  vi  J'dits  Siouyh- 
toii,  of  Iv  .ekv'Ilv,  L  Marv  F.,  wife  of  James 

D.  McKiiiLiht,'  ui  ',]<.':  \uv.u  oi  E]HnL;ton,  Tulland 
county;  Julia.  dci:ea.-ed  wile  of  G.  X.  Hooih,  of 
Hast  \\'illd^■J^;  ]-ldwin  i'ranhcHn,  otu-  subject;  2\Iar- 
■tha,  wlio  married  J.  A.  i'ascoe,  and  is  deceased; 
Soi'ihronia.  dceeasLd :  iuuily,  wife  of  James  B. 
Stiles;  John,  a  {(.'uminmi  resident  of  the  town  of 
Ellingtun;   and    Kiizabeth.  wiio   married  Samuel 

■  Newell,  and  is  also  (iecea>ed. 

Edwin  F.  Thompson  wa.s  Ixirn  Aug.  S,  1S31,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  l-".i'iiu;te'n  tuwn,  Tolland  Co., 
now  owned  by  his  brcitlur.  Ji>hn,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  that  town. 
He  was  reared  10  farm  wuri-:.  and  after  his  marriage 
purchased  his  grandfallier's  farm  in  East  Windsor, 
where  he  resided  seven  ycirs,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  removing  to  the  farm  ii^nv  occupied  by  Wilson 
Lord.  Three  }'ears  later  lie  settled  upon  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  a  tine  farm  of  130  acres,  located 
one  mile  south  of  \\'areh()use  Point,  on  the  old  road 
between  Hartford  anil  Springlield.  In  connection 
■"with  general  farming  he  is  extensivelv  engaged  in 
dairying  and  in  raising  t'jbacco,  devoting  from 
twelve  to  twenty  acres  to  the  latter  crop.  All  the 
improvements  on  the  place  have  lieen  made  bv  him, 
including  the  building  of  his  sub^tantial  residence 
and  barns,  and  the  homestL-aii  i<  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  town.  Politicallv  Mr.  Thompson  is 
a  strong  Republican,  and  in  i8')0  and  iSqi  he  was 
elected  by  his  fellow  town-men  to  tlie  State  Legis- 
lature, -while  in  1S94,  1805  an>_l  18';'.')  he  served  as 
selectman  for  tlie  town  of  I.a-i  Winilsor.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  active  meml^ers  of  the  P'irst 
Congregation.al  Church  of  East  Windsor,  and  the 
fainily  is  identified  with  tb.e  be-i  social  circles  of 
the  neighborhood.  On  Oct.  7,  1857,  'Mv.  Thomp- 
son married  ^liss  Amelia  Ruby  .Morel!,  and  five 
children  haAe  lirightened  their  home:  .Marv  E., 
born  Mav  i,  1S59.  ^  J^'^'*' •■"■>'  O.  Fish; 

William  W..  born  ]\Iay  22.  18^4.  married  Morence 

E.  Wells,  of  Suffield :' Franklin  M.,  born  Feb.  11, 
1867,  married  Susie  T.  Jenkins,  nf  Ans-niia;  John 
E.,  born  Atig.  29,  1870.  marrie<l  Xeitie  T.  Tjissell, 
of  East  V.'indsor  ;  and  Anna  E.,  liorn  J;!n.  5,  1876, 
died  April  27,  1882. 

'Mrs.  Amelia  R.  ('^lorell  )  Thomi'ison  was  born 
Aug.  28,  1836,  on  the  old  MVirell  homeslea/l  in.  the 
town  of  Juast  Windsor,  and  comes  of  gciod  Colom'a! 
stock.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Joh.n  ?\rrirel!,  Avas 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  iier  fa- 


ther, .Major  .\lvah  Morell,  served  in  the  war  of 
i8iJ.    John  Morell  wa.-,  a  native  of  Leno.x,  .Mass., 
where  lie  made  his  i>ermanent  home,  and  he  and 
lii>  wife,  J-Xtlier  (h'owleri,  had  a  large  famil\-  of 
chiliirt'ii,  ;is  follows:  (.leoi'ge,  born  in  L.eno.\  .March 
22,  .1780;  Foil}-,  who  dieil  m  iy\)<j;  John  F.,  who 
died  m  i7e)o;  Major  .Vlvah,  .AL's.  Tliompson's  fa- 
ther; Estiier,  wh.o  was  born  in  1792;  Ozea  F.  antl 
H(M;ice  l-'rancis  (twins),  boin  in  i79'->;  Frederick, 
bcirn  in  1708;  and  William,  born  in  1800.  .Major 
Ah  ah  -AFjrell  \\  a^  born  Xov.  2O,  1700,  at  Lenox, 
2\la^s.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  La.ter  he  went 
to  Xew  York  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
*  ness,  and  about  1S30  he  came  10  Hartford  couniv 
,  and  settled  in  East  Windsor  town.     Chi  Feb.  8. 
1832,  he  married  3.1iss  ^.Lary  1:1.  Blodgett.  daugli- 
ter  of  Roswell  and  Ruby  (FR^athj  iJiodgett,  and 
;  granddaughter  of  Joseph  F)lodgett,  both  prominent 
i  residents  of  East  Windsor.    Mrs.  'Ihoinpson  was 
the  eldest  of  the  two  children  born  to  this  union, 
and  the  other,  Joseph  F>.,  died  Aug.  20.  1889.  The 
father  died  July  9,  1S67,  and  the  mother  .Vug.  18, 
i  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

I  HON.  FJAXIEL  AWADSWORTIT,  an  honored 
;  resident  of  ^Manchester,  has  been  prominent  in  pub- 
'  lie  and  commercial  circles  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut for  over  forty  years,  and  throughout  his  long 
and  active  career  has  maintained  an  unblemished 
!  reputation  as  an  tipright  and  public-spirited  man, 
:  worth}'  the  confidence  and  esteem  which  have  been 
i  so  freely  accorded  him. 

'Sir.  \\'adsworth  is  a  native  of  Hartford  county, 
i  born  Julv  31,  1S21,  on  a  farm  in  the  tov.m  of  E.ast 
Hartford,  where  his  father  and  grandfather  were 
also  born.  His  great-grandfather,  AW'liam  Wads- 
worth,  a  native  of  Flartlord,  was  a  laige  land 
owner  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  owning  the 
tract  which  ran  from  Spencer  street  back  to  iMan- 
chester.  Thomas  A\'adsv.-orth,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, and  Solomon  Wadsworth,  his  father,  were 
respected  residents  of  the  town  in  their  day.  The 
last  named  married  ^Ess  Lucy  Kilby,  and  they  be- 
canie  the  j^arents  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Allen, 
Rebecca,  Solomon,  Florace,  IMaria,  Emeline,  }dary, 
,  Norman,  Laura,  Lucy  and  Daniel,  who  is  now  the 
only  survivor  of  this  large  family. 

F)aniel  Wadsworth  passed  the  first  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  in  his  itative  town,  receiving  jfis  early 
education  in  tlie  common  schools,  and  subsequently 
attending  the  academies  at  East  Flartford  and  Alan- 
chester,  where  he  was  given  a  good  practical  train- 
ing. He  then  came  to  the  town  of  ^^lanchester, 
locating  at  Manchester  Green,  where  he  served  an 
:  apprenticeship  of  four  years  and  lliree  months  at 
the  l)lacksmith's  trade  with  }>Iarvin  Cone,  uiiiler 
wliniii  lie  gainerl  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. Following  same  for  the  next  few  year>  in 
Tolland  comity,  tliis  State,  he  worked  two  years  at 
Rocla-illc  and  si.x  months  at  Somers.  thence  renTA--- 
ing  to  W-rnoii  Center,  v/here  lie  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  a  blacksmith  shop  in  company  with  Charles 


COMMEMOR.-l TIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


S25 


Lee,  witli  wliom  lie  continued  for  a  year  and  a  liall. 
For  the  next  four  numths  lie  eondncled  another 
shop  in  the  same  place,  wliicli  he  had  purcliased.. 
and  at  thf  end  of  t'nis  lime  Mr.  LVuk-.  the  man  with 
whom  he  learned  his  traije,  made  him  an  oiler  and 
he  returned  to  hi^  fn>l  shop.   In  he  liecanu'  a 

partner  in  the  business,  which  had  L;ro\\n  to  lari;e 
proportions,  and  included  the  nianulacturiny  of  car- 
riages, wagons,  etc.,  and  this  relationship  continued 
until  Mr.  Cone's  demise,  in  1880,  wIku  his  son, 
Ralph  Cone,  assumed  his  interest.  Air.  W'adsworth 
retained  his  connecti^ni  with  th.e  iMi>iness  until  jan- 
iiarv,  iSoi).  w  hen  he  sold  out  his  share  to  liis  partner, 
Ralph  L'one,  and  retired  to  enjoy  the  competence 
which  had  come  to  him  through  the  passing-  }-ears. 
As  a  partner  in  this  large  and  prosperous  concern 
i\Ir.  W'adsworth  gained  a  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  county  and  State,  and  by  an  un- 
broken record  of  honor  in  all  his  transactions,  an 
integrity  unassailable,  and  an  unusual  degree  of 
business  ability  and  judgment,  won  a  position 
among  his  business  associates  wdiich  it  is  not  always 
the  lot  of  eyen  the  successful  man  to  attain.  His 
prosperit\-  was  the  direct  result  of  hard  work  and 
application  to  daily  duty,  together  with  a  faculty  for 
good  management,  a  combination  of  yaluable  quali- 
ties which  could  not  fail  of  recognition  and  rcAyard. 

But  it  was  not  alone  as  a  business  man  that  Ylv. 
Wadsworth  displayed  his  executiye  ability  and  other 
qualifications  of  a  leader  among  men.  His  useful- 
ness as  a  public  seryant  \yas  early  recognized  by  his 
fellow  citizens  in  his  own  town  and  county,  for  in 
1855  he  was  elected  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  Alanchester,  which  honored  him  with  re-election 
every  two  years  \yithout  opposition  from  either 
political  party  for  forty-three  years,  and  he  resigned 
in  189S  on  account  of  poor  health,  which  was  also 
the  cause  of  his  retirement  from  business  cares.  He 
held  these  offices  forty-three  years  and  four  months, 
probably  longer  than  any  other  incumbent  in  the 
State,  a  record  wdiich  needs  no  comment.  On 
i\Iarch  6,  1899.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  the 
citizens  of  Manchester  presented  him  \yith  a  valuable 
gold  watch  and  chain,  as  a  token  of  respect  and 
kindl}'  regard.  In  1861  ^vlr.  Wadsworth  served  as 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  his  district, 
and  in  1872  was  the  choice  of  his  fellow  citizens  for 
the  State  Senate,  distinguishing  himself  in  his  ser- 
vice in  both  Hotises  by  rare  fidelity  to  the  wishes  of 
his  constituency,  and  a  loyal  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  his  community.  His  political  support  has  been 
given  to  the  Republican  partv  in  State  and  National 
affairs.  In  1849  -^^i"-  Wadsworth  received  first 
commission  as  justice  of  the  peace,  in  ^yhich  office  he 
was  retained  continuously  for  forty-five  years,  being 
disqualified  onK'  bv  age,  in  this  as  in  every  other 
trust  retaining  and  strengthening  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men  for  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

^Ir.  Wadsworth  was  married,  in  1844,  to  Miss 
'Anna  |.  Dean,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters : 
IVIary  Lavone,  wlio  died  in  !March.  18.^9,  and  Annie 
L.,  who  lives  at  honie.    Mrs.  Wadsworth  passed 


away  Sept,  2.  1849,  and  on  Xov.  18,  1850,  Afr. 
^^'adswortll  wedded  Miss  Hannah  V.  Lamb.  'i"o 
thi>  union  also  came  two  children,  Adda  L..  who 
died  in  1S79.  and  Herbert  L\,  w  ho  is  now  in  the  em- 
pio\-  of  tlie  IJ  art  ford  i'ire  ln>urance  Co.  2\[r. 
W  adsworth  is  actively  identified  with  the  work  of 
the  Congregational  L'hurch,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
memlier  for  forty  years.  Lraternally  he  is  a  Lree- 
mason,  holding  membership  w  ith  3ilanchester  Lodge 
I  Xo.  73,  F.  &  A.  -M. 

:       IlgX.  IIARRISOX  WOODFORD,  a  member 
of  the  well-known  hrm  of  H.  &  E.  H.  Woodford, 
lumber  manufacturers  of  Avon,  is  a  leading  citizen 
and  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  that  section.    The  first  of  the 
j  name  to  come  to  America  was  Thomas  Woodford, 
from  wdiom  our  subject  is  descended  through  Jo- 
,  seph     I  ) ,  Joseph  (2),  w  ho  married  Lydia  Smith, 
!  Joseph  (3L  Isaac,  Asaph  and  Harvey. 
I       Joseph  Woodford  (3)  was  born  in  1705  in  the 
i  town  of  Farmington,  at  Xod  (now-  Avon),  and  died 
i  in  1786.    In  1728  he  married  Sarah  Xorth,  of  Ber- 
;  lin.  Conn.,  wdio  died  in  1783.    Of  their  children, 
j  Sarah,  born  in  1731,  died  in  childhood,  Joseph, 
j  born  in   1732,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  a  deacon  in  the  Church  and  a  ca]itain  of 
i  militia.    [Martha  married  Thomas  Andrews  in  1752. 
!  Lydia  was  married  in  1753  to  Thomas  Andrews, 
above  mentioned.    Hannah,  born  in  1731?  ^^as  mar- 
;  ried  in  1756  to  Percy  [Marshall.    Sarah  \yas  born 
I  in   1741.     Lois  was  married  in  1767  to  Samuel 
{  Xorth,  son  of  Deacon  Isaac  Xorth.  of  Wethersfield. 
Susan,  born  in  1746,  died  in  childhood.  Eunice 
was  married  in  1772  to  Seth  Xorth,  of  Kensington. 
Isaac  Woodford,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
\  was  born  in  1753  and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural 
\  pursuits.    In  1774  he  married  Sarah  Fuller,  who 
'  died  in  1822,  aged  sixty-eight,  and  in  1829  he  mar- 
I  ried  a  r\Irs.  Sedgwick.    He  had  the  following  chil- 
dren:   Isaac,  born  in  1774.  was  married  in  1794  to 
Statira  Coles,  of  Danbury.  Hulda,  born  in  1777,  was 
married  in  1793  to  Xathan  Clark.  Darius  w-as  born 
in  1779,  Cynthia,  in  1781,  Asaph,  in  1784.  Syl- 
'  vester,  born  in  1787,  married  Diana  Tilbutson.  of 
\  Canada,  X'.  Y.    Sylvester,  born  1787,  married  1812, 
i  Betsy  Wheeler.    Rimanta,  born  in  1792,  married 
'  Betsy  Hart.    Terah,  born  in  1794,  was  married  in 
1S20  to  IMinerva  Potter.   Sarah,  born  in  1797.  was 
married  in  1813  to  Chancy  W'hceler.  A  child,  born 
in  1801,  died  in  infancy. 
:       Asaph  W'oodford,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 

■  born  in  Avon,  in  1784,  and  follow-ed  farming  as 

■  an  occupation  in  connection  with  lumbering.  He 

■  was  a  successful  business  man  and  a  highly-es- 
teemed citizen,  and  for  many  years  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Whig.  He  died  Feb.  tt,  1859.  and  his 
wife,  Almira  f Potter),  died  ]\Iarch  23,  1857,  their 

:  remains  being  buried  at  West  Avon.  They  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  Lulhcr:  Ed- 
ward; Henry;  Julius;  Franklin;  Harvey;  Ei;hraim; 
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Hiualiiic,  who  marricil  (^tir.-t)  l-'rank  Dcmin^'  and 
(second)  I'hoinas  iVirlcr  ;  Julia,  who  married  j  .\lr. 
\\"aslibiu-n,  of  J''arininmoii  ;  laK  \ ,  w  ho  died  Jn-b. 
J.  iS^u,  in  chiUliiooil  ;  and  a  ><jii  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

ilarwy  \\  oeidlord.  e'ur  subjcot's  fallicr,  was 
born  in  1814,  and  received  a  .L;ood  common-school 
cducaiion.  lie  tani^ht  school  several  terms,  and 
lalor  was  cng-aged  in  i^eneral  farnn'nj^  and  tobacco 
gTOwiny,  stock  raising'  and  dairyini;.  owning  a  tract 
of  one  lumdred  acres,  on  which  ho  made  many 
improvements,  lie  was  a  sticcessful  man,  hon- 
oi'able  and  iionorcd  in  his  methoils  of  business,  and 
wav  much  respected.  roliticalK-  he  was  a  W  hig 
xmd  then  a  Repulilican,  but  did  not  seek  oftice.  and 
he  was  idcntitied  with  the  Congregational  L  liiirch. 
His  wife.  Alma  Chidsey,  a  most  estimable  woman, 
was  born  in  Avon,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  ^lartha 
Chidsey.  h^ive  children  were  born  cif  this  union: 
INJartha  (deceasedj  married  Joseph  Linden.  of  Can- 
ton ;  Fidelia  married  (first)  Charles  Upson  and 
(second)  Edmimd  \\'oodford  of  Jlristol  ;  Harrison, 
our-subject,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Cliarles 
resides  in  West  Haven;  and  Ernest  H.  resides  on 
the  lioniestead,  and  is  a  partner  in  the  firm.  The 
father  and  mother  both  died  at  the  homestead,  iie 
in  188S,  she  in  1890,  and  were  buried  in  A\'est 
Avon. 

Our  subject  was  born  Jan.  11,  1841,  in  West 
Avon,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  the  high  school  at  Avon.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  when,  on  Aug.  11,  1861,  he  enlisted  at  Hart- 
ford, in  Company  I,  iSth  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Col. 
Beach  and  Capt.  Drake.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Antietam,  Suft'olk,  Fredericksburg  and  Plym- 
outh, and  was  appointed  corporal  in  April.  1862. 
Later  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  after  six  months' 
confinement  in  Andersonville  prison  was  sent  to 
Florence,  wdiere  his  feet  were  frozen.  He  was- 
paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis,  ^16..  and  then  to  a 
hospital  in  Xew-  Haven,  and  recovered  after  un- 
dergoing untold  torture.  On  his  return  home  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  tobacco  raising  on  llic  home- 
stead, and  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother, 
his  present  partner  in  the  planing  and  saw-  mills  at 
Avon.  He  has  built  a  fine  home  for  himself,  and 
made  other  improvements  and  his  farm  of  200 
acres  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Like 
all  of  his  family  he  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  he  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  served 
as  selectman  and  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1874,  and  none  in  the  town  are  more  popular  than 
he,  his  genial  manner  and  honorable  character  hav- 
ing won  him  a  host  of  friends. 

In  1896  I\Ir.  Woodford  was  married  in  Avon 
to  Miss  -Minnie  Case,  a  native  of  the  ^Meadow/  Plain 
District,  Simsbury,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Case, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Horatio  G.  Case,  of 
IMeadow  Plain.  She  died  in  1895,  after  a  life 
marked  by  earnest  Christian  faith,  and  her  remains 


■  rest  in  the  cemelery  at  West  Avon.  Mr.  W(.»..d- 
:  ford  man  ied  ■second  I  Mr-;.  1-^llen  \\\>o,!i,  ,rd  Allen, 
I  daughter  01  \\  iUiam  \\'at^on  W  oodford,  and  widow 

of  Jlarvey  Allen.  Uiiv  sul)ject  has  had  four  chil- 
!  dren,  all  b\-  the  lir>l  marriage:  W  illian;  G.,  forem.ui 

in  tile  pknnng-n'ill,  married  Lirace  Allen,  uf  Avon; 

J  larl;ui  W.  and  l^mh  L,  are  at  home;  and 
I  guerite  died  in  cliildhood. 

i  r^lrs.  \\\)odford  is  also  a  descendaiU  of  Thomas 
Woodford,  the  pioneer,  an.d  was  born,  in  A\on, 
!  wdiere  she  receive*!  a  district  and  high  school  cduca- 
I  tion.  Later  she  was  graduated  from  the  Xonnal 
'  School  at  Xew  IJritain,  and  for  several  years  taught 
,-  school  successfulh'.  Slie  was  married  (first)  to 
;  liarvev  P.  Allen,  who  died  leaving  two  children: 
;  Grace  W'.,  a  graduate  of  ^IcLean  Seminary  and  a 
successful  teacher,  married  William  G.  Woodford; 
r^liss  Marioi;  Orelia  is  at  home.  Mrs.  ^^'oodford 
was  the  onlv  child  of  William  \\'atsori  Woodfoi^d, 
I  and  his  wife  Julia  Ann  (Cioodrich).  Pier  father, 
who  was  born  in  1813,  was  a  well-kriown  agricult- 
;  urist  of  Avon,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a 
j  citizen.  Her  grandfather,  S'elah  Woodford,  was 
;  born  in  Avon  in  1764,  and  died  in  1841.  He  was 
j  married  in  1785  to  Sarah  Hutchinson,  and  had  the 
:  fcillowing  children:  Orris,  born  in  1788.  was  mar- 
I  ried  in  1810  to  Lucy  Thompson;  Sophia,  born  in 
i  1790,  was  married  to  Amos  Phelps;  Delinda,  born 
i  in  1792,  was  married  in  1815  to  G.  Sperry ;  Harriet, 
;  born  in  1794,  died  in  1799:  ^linerva,  born  in  1798, 
I  was  married  in  1819  to  vSamuel  Bishop.  Evelyn, 
',  born  in  1802,  was  married  in  1827  to  Emma 
j  Wheeler;  Harriet  (2),  born  in.  1804,  was  married 
j  in  1825  to  Seth  \Mieeler. 

PIOX.  CHARLES  DEXXIS  BARXES  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
I  Southington,  a  leader  in  business  and  political  cir- 
i  cles.    Many  of  the  important  enterprises  and  busi- 
;  ness  interests  of  the  town  bear  the  impress  of  his 
:  individuality,  and  owe  not  a  little  of  their  success 
i  to  his  ability  and  capable  powers  of  management. 
I\Jr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Southington,  Jan.  12, 
1843.  '1  =^'""1  of  Dennis  and  Caroline  (Sage)  Barnes. 
I  The  father  was  also  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
!  Southington,  and  was  for  several  years  a  boat  owner, 
I  running  a  line  of  boats   on    tiie    Xew    Haven  & 
I  Xorthampton  canal.   Pie  was  born  in  18 18,  and  died 
•  in  1844.    He  was  a  son  of  Asa  Barnes,  Jr.,  wdio 
!  was  born  July  22,   1771,  and  married  Polly  W. 
!  Woodruff.    His  father,  Asa  Barnes,  Sr..  was  born 
Aug.  24,  1745,  and  married  Oct.  30,  1765,  Phebe 
I  Adkins,  daughter  of  Luther  Adkins.    Asa  Barnes, 
I  Sr..  lived  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Southington, 
wdiere  lie  kept  a  tavern,  was  very  popular  in  his 
business  and  was  know'n  as  Landlord  Barnes.  The 
officers  of  the  French  army  made  his  house  their 
headquarters  while  encamped  for  a  time  on  French 
Hill,  and  he  gave  a  ball  in  honor  of  his  guests, 
udnchi  at  the  time  created  some  excitement.  His 
I  parents  weie  Stephen  and    Martha  (Wlieadon) 
Barnes,  w  ho  moved  from  Branford,  Conn.,  to  South- 
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ixv^Xow  (luriiii^  its  early  sclllonK'iU.  llcro  the  for- 
mer (liocl  .March  2y.  \777,  tlio  latur  March  iS.  177;,. 
anil  SMC  was  tho  lirst  person  burii.i.1  in  J'hmt>villc 
cenu''i.'r\.  Stephen  iUirnes  was  a  s;)n  of  Suplien 
anil  Mare  I'.arnes.  w  ho  arc  sui»i)o.'-ed  tn  have  m<j\  ed 
to  Ih-.-i-iiord  frcni  I-oii.l;'  Island. 

'J  I-.e  earl\'  life  uf  our  suhject  was  parsed  in  LV^n- 
iit'Ctienl  anil  Xew  York,  and  after  conipleling  his 
eihieaiion  at  the  Meriden  high  school,  he  served  an 
a]'prenticeshi])  to  the  carjienter's  trade.  Durinj.;-  the 
Civil  was  he  manifested  his  patriotism  by  enlisting, 
I  line  2-',  i8i  >j,  becorinng  a  priwnte  in  Lon'i])anv  .1;, 
15th.  Cnnn.  \'.  1.,  and  later  was  prouiuted  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant,  lie  i)articipated  in  the  battles 
of  l->edericksl)urg-.  \'a.,  and  Edenton  Roatl.  X.  C. ; 
th.e  >iege  of  Suffolk,  X.  C. ;  and  the  battle  of  Kings- 
lun,  X.  C,  where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner. Mav  8.  1865,  being  sent  to  Libby  prison.  A  few 
daws  later  lie  was  paroled  and  hon.irablv  (H?charged 
fn.^ni  the  service  at  Annapolis,  3.1d.,  in  June,  1805. 

(  )n  his  retm  n  to  Southington  ^\  \\  Barnes  re- 
sinned work  at  his  trade,  and  was  thus  eniployed 
nmil  187J,  when  he  took  cliarge  of  the  shipping  de- 
l)artnient  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Bolt  Works, 
remaining  there  two  years.  He  then  embarked  in 
the  shoe  business  on  his  own  account,  and  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  tliat  line  of  trade  until  1S05. 
In  1881  he  established  what  is  known  as  the  South- 
ington Lumber  &  Feed  Co.,  and  was  made  manager 
and  treasurer  on  its  incorporation.  In  1889  he  was 
elected  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  South- 
ington Xational  Baiik,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
president,  which  oi^ice  he  still  holds.  He  was  also 
elected  a  director  and  member  of  the  loaning  com- 
mittee of  the  Southington  Savings  Bank,  in  1S75, 
and  vice-president  of  the  same  in  1S9S.  He  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  Soutnington  Cutlery  Co.,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  president  of  the  Oak 
Hill  Cemetery  Association. 

On  Sept.  27,  1865,  'Sir.  Barnes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ^liss  Sarah  H.  Hamlin,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  ]Mary  (Bull)  Hamlin,  of  Southington. 
By  that  union  he  had  one  son,  Frank  11.  For  his 
present  wife  he  married  ^largaret  H.  Taylor,  a 
daughter  of  James  Barton  and  Jane  (liarperj 
laylor,  of  Winchester,  \'irginia. 

Mr.  Barnes'  public  service  covers  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty  years,  beginning  in  1873,  ^vhen  he 
was  elected  to  the  board  of  selectmen  and  made 
a  grand  juror.  From  1S74  to  1896  he  served  con- 
tmuously,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  as  town 
clerk,  registrar  and  treasurer  of  the  sclrjol  fund, 
declining  further  re-election  to  those  offices.  When 
the  borough  of  Southington  was  formed  he  was 
named  as  warden  upon  the  only  ticket  in  the  field, 
an  h.onor  which  lie  also  declined,  Imt  was  per- 
suaded to  become  one  of  the  burgesses,  and  served 
for  two  years  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Sewers,  Highways  and  Streets.  As  a  member  from 
Southington  on  the  "dead-lock  session"  of  the 
Legislature,  in  1891,  he  served  as  clerk  of  the 
committee  on  Appropriations,   and   in    1893  was 


}  House  chairman  of  the  same  and  a  member  of  th.e 
coninmiee  on  Banks.    In  i8ijS  he  was  elected  to  a 
■  tliird  term,  and  is  now  House  chairman  on  Appro- 
i  priations.    In  jxilitics  ]Mr.  Barnes  has  anva\'^  been 
\  a  ^^anch  Repu'ilican.  aiul  liis  ojiinion  and  advice 
I  are  C'jniimuilU'  sought  on  questions  of  imparlance 
to  his  town  and  county,    lie  was  one  of  the  or- 
i  gam/.ers  of  Trumlnill  Best,  Xc^.  lO,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
I  Southington:  \vas  its  lirst  commander;  and  is  also 
I  a  memlx'r  of  the  Armv  and  Xavy  Club  of  Con- 
necticut; the  Merchants  Club  of  Southington;  and 
I  of  the  ]"irst  L'ongregational '  Ciuirch. 

i  SHELDOX    KIXXEY    (deceased)    was  for 

j  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the  agri- 

,  cultural  and    business    interests  of    the  town  of 

i  Windsor,  and  was  one  of  its  highly  esteemed  and 

i  honored  citizens.    He  was  born  in  U'insted,  Conn., 

I  Zvlarch  30,  1817,  a  son  of  Sheldon  Kinney,  Sr.,  a 

j  native  of  Xew  Preston,  Conn.    His  grandfather, 

I  Pari  Kinney,  married  a  ]\liss  Hine,  and  his  great- 

!  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Pari,  mar- 

j  ried  a  ]\liss  Sheldon.    On  his  motlier's  side  he  was 

j  a  descendant  of  the  Barrens,  who  were  among  the 

j  first  settlers  of  East  Haven,  Connecticut. 

I  Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  .cliil- 

I  dren  who  reached  adult  age,  was  reared  in  Win- 

I  sted.  and  received  such  an  education  as  the  schools 

i  of  his  time  alTorded.    During  his  youth  he  learned 

i  the  molder's  trade  at  Xew  Hartford,  but  the  work 

I  being  too  heavy,  he  was  compelled  to  give  it  up. 

j  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  with 

[  his  father  for  some  years,  and  did  much  in  the  way 
of  cattle  buying  and  droving,  it  being  customary  in 

j  those  davs  when  buying  cattle  in  Xew  Y'ork  State 

i  to  drive  them  across  the  country  to  their  destina- 

j  tion.    He  also  followed  merchandising  in  Win  sted 

I  for  some  time. 

j  Li  Xovember,  1847,  in  "the  town  of  V\'indsor, 

j  ]Mr.  Kinney  married  IMiss  Eliza  A.  Phelps,  who 

I  was  born  Julv  27,  1820,  on  a  fann  adjoining  the 

!  place  where  she  lately  lived,  and  died  ^Nlarch  10, 

j  1900.    She  came  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 

!  highly  respected  families  of  the  town.    .She  was 

;  also  related  to  many  of  the  most  prominent  fami- 

j  lies  of  Flartford  county,  among  wdiich  are  many 

I  men  of  note  and  others  who  bore  an  active  part  in 

'  the  Revolutionary  war.    Her  parents  were  Hiram 

'  and  Laura  A.  (Griswold)  Phelps,  and  she  traced 
her  ancestry  back  through  the  following:  Timothy 

i  and  Ruth  (Wilson)  Phelps:  Timothy  and  Marga- 
ret 'Gillett)  Phelps;  Cornelius  and  Sarah  (Mans- 
field I  Phelps;  Lieut.  Timothy  and  ^tlary  (Gris- 
wold) Phelps:  and  Williami  and  }Tary  (Dover) 
Phelps.    William  Phelps,  just  mentioned,  was  the 

I  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  and  was  one 

I  of  the  first  settlers  of  V/indsor.    Mrs.  Kinney  was 

i  the  youngest  daughter  in  a  family  of  five  children 

j  wdio  reached  years  of  maturity,  and  was  reared  on 

I  the  farm  of  her  birth.    By  her  marriage  to  our  sub- 

I  ject  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children:  Timo- 
thy P.,  of  Windsor,  commission  agent  for  fertilizers 
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and  farm  tools,  niarricil  to  liiiogvne  Looniis.  of 
tliat  place,  and  thov  have  one  child,  Mahcl  L. :  Ella 
M.  resides  at  home,  and  is  a  member  of  the  DauL;h- 
ters  of  the  Revolntion. 

After  his  niarriai;e  Mr.  Kinney  continued  to 
reside  in  \\  instcd,  w  liere  he  had  always  made  his 
home,  and  for  a  mmil.ier  of  years  w  as  proprietor  of 
the  well-known  hostelry,  the  ""Winsted  Jionse."  In 
1S63  lie  rL-mo\ed  to  Rambow,  llarifortl  countv,  and 
took  up  the  occuixation  of  farnn'ns;',  but  two  \-cars 
later  located  on  the  farm  where  his  widow  now  re- 
sides, living'  there  imtil  i8C'8,  wIkii  he  reopened 
what  was  formerly  known  as  the  "'Did  Roberts 
Tavern,"  below  the  village  of  Windsor,  and  calleil 
the  hotel  the  "Alaple  House."  L'nder  his  able 
management  it  becani.e  a  most  popular  stoi)ping 
place,  but  in  1S80  he  returned  to  the  farm  where 
-\Irs.  Kinney  is  \\o\\-  li\  ing,  anil  there  passed  awav 
Sept.  5,  i8y2,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Windsor 
cemetery.  Ide  was  one  of  the  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  town, 
and  was  always  an  active  worker  for  its  success. 
For  seven  years  he  was  keeper  of  the  town  poor, 
and  though  his  bid  was  often  higher  than  others, 
he  performed  his  duties  in  such  a  highly  satisfac- 
tory manner  that  he  remained  the  people's  choice. 
In  that  capacity  it  is  doubtful  if  any  other  keeper 
was  ever  so  favorably  known.  He  was  a  member 
of  Roquonock  Grange,  and  was  widely  known  and 
highly  respected.  His  estimable  wife  still  survives 
him,  and  is  unusually  well  preserved  for  one  of 
her  years.  The  farm  on  which  she  resides  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Phelps  family  since 
the  town  was  organized,  and  is  a  part  of  the  mile 
square  tract  of  land  that  w-as  the  property  of  Will- 
iam Phelps,  the  original  owner. 

ED\\"ARD  J.  BL'LKLEY.  ^Ir.  Bulkley's  fam- 
ily is  of  English  descent,  tracing  its  American  lin- 
eage to  Rev.  Peter  liulkley,  who  settled  in  Xew 
England  in  1634  or  '35,  and  from  him  backward 
through  ten  generations  to  Robert  Bulkley,  an  Eng- 
flish  baron  who  flourished  during  the  reign  of  King 
John,  and  was  Palat.ne  of  the  County  of  Chester. 

Rev.  Peter  Bulkley  was  born  Jan.  31,  1583.  He 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Edward  Bulkley,  D.  D.,  who 
took  more  than  a  paternal  interest  in  both  his  in- 
tellectual and  moral  training.  Dr.  Edward  Bulkley 
was  a  man  eminent  alike  for  his  piety  and  learning, 
and  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel.  At  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  voung  Ptter  matriculated  at  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  being  afterward  chosen 
Fellow,  and  through  his  Fellowship  receiving  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity.  He  succeeded  to 
his  father's  pastoral  charge  in  the  English  town 
vvliere  he  was  born.  He  was  a  Xon-Conformist, 
and  for  twenty  years  he  preached  evangelical  truth 
without  objection  or  interference  on  the  part  of 
ithose  in  power.  His  sermons  were  logical  and  con- 
vincing, his  life  blameless,  and  his  influence  for 
good  powerful.  In  time,  however,  he  was  officially 
silenced  because    of  his    non-conformity    to  the 


Established  Church.  It  was  this  circvimstance  that 
induced  his  emigration  to  Xew  J£ngiand,  in  ^\•ll_^.;c 
forests  and  on  the  banks  of  wiiLi>e  streams  niairc  of 
his  co-religionists  had  already  found  the  lihcrt\  of 
conscience  denied  to  them  at  home.  As  has  liec-n 
I  already  said,  ii  was  aliaut  i<)34  or  1035  when  he 
{  tn\-t  arri\ed  at  Concord  Ijridge,  and,  with,  others, 
I  animated  by  the  same  spirit  as  himself,  went  out 
1  into  the  woods  to  establish  the  Plantation  of  .Mus- 
ketguard,  the  site  of  the  ])resent  town  of  Concord, 
r^Iass.  He  was  pastor  of  die  little  flock  tluit  wor- 
shipped in  tluit  well-nigh  trackless  forest,  and  his 
unselhsh'  benevolence  led  him  to  devote  nearlv  all 
his  estate  to  the  beneflt  of  his  people.  He  entered  into 
rest  -March  9,  1O59,  after  a  quarter  of  a  centurv  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  religion.  [A  full  hisiorv  of 
his  life  appears  in  Rev.  F.  W.  Chapman's  h;sr(irv 
of  the  Bulkley  family,  to  which  volume  the  ])ub- 
lishers  acknowledge  their  iiulebtedness.]  Pie  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Jane,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Allen,  of  Goldington,  whose  nephew 
was  Lord  IMayor  of  London.  After  her  death  lie 
married  Grace  Chetwood.  She  survived  him,  niak- 
ing  her  home  at  Xew  London,  where  she  died  on 
April  21,  1669.  Thirteen  children  were  born  of 
the  first  marriage  and  four  of  the  second.  The 
oitspring  of  the  first  ]Mrs.  Peter  Bulkley  were  as 
follows  I'Edward,  Hilary  and  TliLimas,  born  in  Eng- 
land, on  June  17,  1614,  Aug.  24,  16x5,  and  .Vpril 
II,  1617,  respectively;  X'athaniel,  born  Xov.  20, 
1618,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  John,  born  Feb. 
17,  1621  ;  ?^Iary  (2),  born  Xov.  i,  1621,  died  in  her 
fourth  year:  George,  born  }ilay  17,  1623;  Daniel, 
born  Aug.  28,  1625  ;  Jabez,  born  Dec.  20,  1626,  died 
in  infancy;  Joseph;  William;  and  Richard.  The 
issue  of  ^It.  Bulkley's  second  marriage  was:  Ger- 
shom,  born  Dec.  6,  1636;  Eliezer,  1038;  Dorothy, 
Aug.  16,  1640;  and  Peter,  June  12,  1643. 

Gershom  Bulkley,  the  eldest  son  of  Ins  father's 
second  marriage,  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1655.  On  Oct.  26,  1659,  married  Sarah 
Ch.auncey,  daughter  of  the  distinguished  president 
of  his  Alma  -Mater,  whose  name  is  indissolubly 
linked  with  the  historv  of  the  great  university.  She 
was  born  in  Ware,  England,  June  13,  1631,  and 
died  on  June  9,  1669.  He,  too,  was  a  minister,  and 
for  several  years  pastor  of  the  church  at  Concord, 
IMass.  In  1661  he  resigned  his  charge  at  that  place 
to  become  the  second  pastor  of  the  Xew  London 
(Conn.)  church.  -After  six  years  of  faithful,  self- 
den_\-ing  work  among  the  people  of  wh,at  was  then, 
comparatively,  a  new  settlement,  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  church  at  Wethersfield  to  succeed  the 
Rev.  John  Russell.  He  was  installed  in  that  pastor- 
ate in  1667,  and  occupied  tlie  pulpit  for  ten  years. 
^Meanwhile,  in  1675,  he  had  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine.  Through  natural  aptitude,  and  by  virtue 
oi  hard,  conscientious  study,  he  obtained  a  mastery 
of  the  science  as  it  was  cop.iprehended  at  that  time. 
In  1675  the  General  Court  commissioned  him  as 
an  army  surgeon,  and  he  entered  upon  a  new  field 
of  duty  when  he  rode,  with  the  Colonial  volu:itce:s, 
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n-^'ain.-t  tlio  liuliaii.-.  l  ie  proved  to  be  a  brave  and 
••aihuu  otlicer.  aluav;;  ready  to  bear  more  than  liis 
i)\vn  sliare  in  any  ])crilous  advinlure.  In  1O7O. 
wliikr  ac>-(>niiv'ui\in.i;  a  jxiriy  in  i>nrsuit  of  the  llce- 
intr  savac;<->.  be  \^■a^  >evereiy  winiin'.ed  in  the  tiii^li. 
Me  died  at  Weilicr.M'ieid.  Dee.  2,  171.^,  deeply 
iii..>urned  \>\  the  jK-L^pte  wb'j^e  laithlnl,  spirilnal 
i;nide  and  eounhehu"  he  huul  l)ecn  t\>r  many  years, 
ile  was  a  man  of  sebolarly  attainments  and  an  ac- 
cunij'hshed  Hngnist,  beloved  bv  r.i>  friends,  and  re- 
s]'eeied  bv  all  \vh''>  knt-vr  his  wurtli.  lie  was  tlie 
lather  of  six  ehiKn\ri  :  L'ailierine.  Dorothy,  Charles, 
J'eter.  Julward  and  John,  Catherir.e  was  born  in 
1660,  and  married  Riehard  Treat,  Ani;-.  20,  1704; 
Dorothv  was  liorn  in  lOoJ,  and  became  tlie  wife  of 
Thomas  Treat  on  July  6,  1693;  Charles,  born  in 
1663  ;  i'eter,  born  in  1664,  married  Rebecca  Talcott ; 
John  was  the  hnsband  of  Patience  Prentice. 

Edward  liulkley,  the  fifth  child  and  third  S')n 
of  Rev.  Gershom  Jlnlkley,  was  born  in  1673. 
married  Dorothy  Prescott,  who  was  a  danghter  of 
Jonathan  Prescott,  of  Concord,  }^Iass.  He  died  at 
Wetherstield,  Ang.  27,  1747.  He  was  the  father  of 
a  large  family.  His  eldest  son,  Charles,  was  born 
March  27,  1703,  and  married  Mary  Sag'c,  of  [Middle- 
town.  Elizabeth,  his  iirst  danghter,  was;  born  Jan. 
24,  1705,  and  became  ]\Irs.  Joseph  Smith.  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Joseph  Stov,- )  was  born  Feb.  8,  1707.  Re- 
becca was  born  Feb.  22,  1709,  and  married  Tho'.nas 
Trent.  Peter,  born  r\Iarch  19,  1711,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Peter  (2)  was  born  almost  exact! v  twelve 
months  later,  having  come  into  the  world  starch 
17,  17 12  ;  he  married  Abigail  Curtis.  Gershom,  the 
sixth  child,  married  Thankful  Belding;  he  was 
born  July  29,  1714.  Dorothy,  born  Sept.  11,  1716, 
married  Thomas  Curtis,  of  Rocky  Hill.  The  next 
child,  Jonathan,  was  born  in  171S,  and  became 
the  husband  of  Abigail  Williams.  Abigail,  the 
ninth  child,  came  into  the  world  in  1720,  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  ^larsh.  The  tenth  and 
youngest  of  the  family  was  Lucy,  who  was  born 
in  1725,  and  married  Charles  Butler. 

Jonathan  Bulkley,  the  fifth  son  and  eighth  child 
of  Edward,  the  date  of  whose  birth  is  mentioned 
above,  married  Abigail  Williams  Xov.  13,  1746. 
They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  whose 
names,  with  respective  dates  of  their  birth,  were 
as  follows:  Eleanor,  Xov.  11,  1747;  Stephen,  Dec. 
19,  1749;  Edmund,  Dec.  7,  1S51  ;  John,  Xov.  3, 
1853,  died  July  11,  1770;  Frederick.  Aug.  27,  1855, 
died  Jan.  20,  1777;  a  son.  June  25,  175S,  died  un- 
named: Jonathan,  ?\Iay  10,  1759,  married  to  Mary 
Edwards  June  16,  1787;  Lydia.  May  9,  1761  ;  a 
stillborn  daughter,  3.1av  4,  1762;  Moses,  Feb.  7, 
1764;  Dorothy,  April  8,  1766,  died  Aug.  18  fol- 
lowing; Burrage,  Aug.  9,  1767;  and  Dorothy  (2), 
June  17,  1770. 

Stephen  Bulkley,  the  eldest  son  of  this  famil\-, 
and  a  direct  lineal  ancestor  of  Edward  J.  Bulkley, 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  ^Martha 
Marsh.  She  died  April  20,  1804,  and  Sent.  16, 
1805,  he  married  Susan  Riley.    Stephen  Bulkley 


died  in  May.  1813.  The  fruit  of  his  first  marriage 
was  eight  children,  as  follows:  Honor,  born  Mav 
5.  1774,  was  married  to  Daniel  Edwards,  Jr.,  of 
Aliddlei* 'wn.  Xov.  lo,  1795;  Stephen,  born  April 
18,  1770,  d.ied  Sept.  29,  1779;  Catherine,  born  Oct. 
15,  1778,  died  L)ct.  11,  1701);  Gate,  born  Sejtt.  2, 
1780. married  Zenas  Edvvarus.  Dec.  7,  i8oo;^tephen 
(2).  born  .March  30,  1785;  Allen,  July  n;.  1786; 
l'~redcrick,  June  J,  1792;  and  a  daughter  (  who  died 
unnamed),  Dec.  18,  1796.  To  Stephen  Bulkley,  Sr., 
and  Susan  Riley,  his  second  wife,  two  children 
were  liorn  :  Burrage,  Dec.  22,  1805,  and  Waite,  on 
March  4,  '1807. 

Frederick  Bulkley,  above  named,  g  rand  lather  of 
Edward  J.  Bulkley,  received  a  common-school  ed- 
ucation, ;uk1  later  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith, 
at  Rocky  Hill.  From  that  town  he  removed  to 
\\  ethcrsfield,  where  he  btiilt  and  opened  a  sh.op  on 
Broad  street.  In  addition  to  his  work  at  his  shop 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  passed  his  life  in  W'ethersfield,  where  he  died 
Sept.  24,  1850.  He  was  a  Democrat,  although 
never  seeking  office,  and  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  was  a  good  citizen ;  a  modest, 
unassuming  man,  of  simple  tastes  and  democratic 
habits.  In  his  domestic  life  he  was  affectionate  and 
kind,  and  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  liberal 
and  upright.  He  was  elected  selectman  of  the 
town,  and  h.eld  various  other  ofiices  of  minor  im- 
portance. On  Oct.  6,  181 4,  lie  married  X'ancy  Riley, 
who  was  born  at  W'ethersfield,  Julv  16.  1792,  and 
died  there  Dec.  24,  1857.  Six  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage:  Martha,  Oct.  15,  1S15  (died  un- 
married April  I,  1870);  Julia  and  Jane  (twins), 
Jan.  2,  1819  (the  former  died  Feb.  21,  1890,  the 
latter  on  3>[ay  27,  1888)  ;  X'ancy  R.,  Dec.  30,  1822 
(died  Jan.  24,  1SS8)  ;  Stephen  (the  father  of  Ed- 
ward j".  Bulkley  ),  3ilay  6,  1825;  and  Kate  E.,  April 
23,  1834.  Julia  died  unmarried,  and  Jane  became 
the  wife  of  Walter  Edwards.  Xancy  R.  married 
Benjamin  H.  Tower,  Jan.  3,  1865  ;  and  Kate  E.  was 
united,  Xov.  20,  1870,  to  John  Warner,  a  promi- 
nent farmer,  and  resides  on  Broad  street,  Wetiiers- 
field. 

Stephen  Bulkley,  the  fifth  child  and  only  son, 
attended  the  A\'ethersfield  district  schools,  but  his 
broader  education  was  obtained  in  the  school  of 
experience.  Fie  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  one 
of  the  first  toljacco  growers  in  AVethersfield.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  larg;e  buyer  of  tobacco  for 
a  Xew  York  firm.  He  was  a  capable  and  success- 
ful business  man,  and  held  in  high  esteem  alike 
for  his  sagacity  and  integrity.  Prior  to  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  after 
that  date  lie  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian.  His  fel- 
low townsmen  over  and  over  again  testified  their 
appreciation  of  his  capability  and  their  confidence 
in  his  probitv  bv  electing'  him  to  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  In  addition  to  holding  se\'eral  minor 
offices,  he  served  as  selectman  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in 
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1883.     IK'  wrus  ;x  pu!.ilio--<piritcil  cili:-:cn.  ami  al\va_\s 
a  slanoh  <r,i';xM-lcr  of  poinilar  cducaiion.    J  lo  divd 
junc  -'1.  i8)i.    His  wife  was  I'mdcncc.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ichn  Warner,  of  W'elheislu'ld,  in  wliioli  \ow\\ 
she  was  horn,  and  where  she  ched,  Xo\enilier  29.  \ 
1SS7.    The  dale  ot  their  marriage  was  Jan.  23.  ; 
1850,  and  the  issue  e-nsisled    oi    nine    ehildren : 
Fannv  R.,  bom  Nov.  2,  1850.  who  married  John  , 
Hannier,  Jan.  28,  1S74:  AUee  -May,  born  A]v.il  9, 
1S52;  Prudence  Warner,  born  Jan.  24,  1854,  for-  1 
merlv  a  seliool  teacher  in  WelhersiieKl ;  hrederick,  \ 
born' Feb.  8,  1856,  (h'ed  J-eb.  2,  i8'o;  J'.dward  J.: 
Stephen,  born  Jan.  4,  1801.  now  a  druygist  in  IJrook-  ; 
lyn,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  and  Chester   i^twins),  born  : 
April        1864  (Charles  is  a  merchant  in  Wethers-  ; 
field,  Chester  died  Oct.  27,  1S67)  ;  and  Robert  R., 
born  .Sept.  9,  1S66,  living  at  home.  | 

Edward  J.  Bulkley  was  born  April  23,  1S58.  ; 
His  early  education  was  acquired  at  the  public  ' 
schools  of  Wethersfield,  and  also  at  the  South  | 
school,  in  Hartford.    He  grew  up  on  his  father's  1 
farm,  and  for  about  a  year,  while  yet  a  young  ; 
man,  worked  as  a  clerk  in  Hartford,  and  also  as  , 
assistant  cashier  for  Crown  &  Thompson.    Return-  1 
ling  to  Wethersfield  he  began  farming  in  earnest,  j 
and  this  has  been  the  occupation  of  his  life.    In  j 
addition  to  general  and  dairy  farming  he  has  de-  j 
voted  much  attention  to  tobacco  cultrire.  being  the  | 
most  extensive  grower  in  the  town.    He  lias  in-  i 
herited  his  father's  sound  sense  and  good  judg- 
ment, and  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost  and  most 
successful  yotm.g  business   men   of  Wethersfield. 
He  is  endowed  with  immense  native  energy,  to  | 
which  is  joined  pertinacity  of  purpose  and  high  | 
moral  courage.    He  is  popular  in  the  community,  j 
■where  his  ability  commands  admiration,  and  his  j 
moral  worth  insures  respect.    He  is  genial  and  j 
whole-souled,  true  to  his  friends  and  charitable  | 
toward  all.    He  is  treasurer  of  the  school  board, 
and  in  1898  was  elected  a  representative  to  the  Leg-  j 
islature,  on  the  Reptiblican  ticket,  serving  during  | 
his  term  in  the  House  as  member  of  the  committee 
on  Appropriation,  a  very  important  committee.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Wethersfield  Grange. 

On  April  28,  1886.  at  A\'ethersficld,  Air.  Bulkley 
married  Aliss  Jennie  Sage,  who  was  born  at  Aliddle- 
town  July  3,  1S63,  a  daughter  of  Franklin  Sage,  of 
New  York.  Airs.  Bulkley  is  a  cultured  lady,  hos- 
pitably inclined.  To  this  union  one  child  has  been 
born,  Rachel  Eugenie,  who  is  a  pupil  in  the  high  1 
school.  Air.  and  Airs.  Bulkley  are  communicants  of  j 
the  Episcopal  Cliurch,  of  which  he  is  junior  warden. 

JOHN  FLAVEL  BUCKLAND  (deceased)  was  \ 
for  many  years  a  leading  citizen  of  the  town  of  East 
Windsor,  and  his  life  and  character  afforded  an 
example  worthy  of  emulation.  Beginning  his  ca- 
reer as  a  poor  boy,  he  made  liis  own  way  to  finan- 
cial success,  while  at  the  same  time  he  fulfilled  to 
the  utmost  his  high  ideals  of  citizenship,  lending  his 
influence  to  help  forward  the  right  solution  of  the  j 
problems  of  his  day. 


Air.  Buckland  came  of  good  old  A'erniont  stock, 
and  his  fannly  was  identified  iov  many  years  with 
Tunbridge.  that  State.  His  father,  Ashbell  Buck- 
land  (_born  Xov.  14,  177!  )  married  Ruth  Alosley 
(l)Oi-n  Alarch  23,  1772),  aiKl  ihey  had  nine  chil- 
dren as  follt.iws:  l.)a\  id  W.  (  who  died  in  infancy}, 
Da\-id  H.,  Harriet.  .Sujihronia,  Joseph,  John  F.  (cm- 
^.ubjectj,  Ascnalh,  Ruth,  and  William. 

John  F.  Buckland  was  hvvn  April  12,  1797.  i'l 
Tunl.)ridge,  A  t.,  where  he  remained  until  twelve 
}ears  old.  Even  at  th.at  early  age  the  necessity  for 
.^ecr.ring  his  own  livelihood  was  impressed  upon 
him.  anil  when  a  friend  who  had  located  in  A\'are- 
house  Point,  Conn.,  secured  him  a  position  there, 
he  walked  all  the  way  from  Tunbridge,  carrying 
his  worldl\-  possessions  in  a  small  bundle  tied  up  in 
a  handkercliief.  He  was  employed  in  Gen.  Jenk's 
distillery  until  1828,  and  in  the  meantime  he  pur- 
chased and  improved  the  farm  near  Warehouse 
Point  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  only 
child.  Airs.  Alary  L.  Arnold.  During  the  remainder 
of  his  life  his  attention  was  devoted  largely  to  to- 
bacco culture  and  general  farming.  From  time  to 
time  he  invested  in  other  real  estate,  and  at  his 
death,  wdiich  occurred  Oct.  28,  1864,  he  left  a  large 
estate.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  he  was  keenly  interested  in 
local  affairs.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  strictly 
temperate,  and  his  deep  reverence  for  religion  was 
manifested  in  his  daily  conduct  and  conversation. 
Every  morning  and  evening  prayer  was  offered  in 
his  home  and  a  chapter  read  from  the  Bible,  and 
for  years  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  at  Scantic. 

On  Alay  19,  1S24,  Air.  Buckland  married  Aliss 
Lucinda  Bancroft,  an  estimable  woman,  who  was 
born  in  East  W  nidsor,  Conn.,  Jan.  13,  1796,  daugh- 
of  John  Bancroft,  and  granddaughter  of  Deacon 
John  Bancroft,  who  made  guns  for  the  Revolution- 
ary army.  She  died  Jan.  9,  1871,  leaving  the  meni- 
orv  of  a  lovable  character  and  devout  Christian 
life. 

AIrs.  AIarv  L.  Arnold,  who  was  born  at  the 
homestead,  April  14,  183 1,  is  a  lady  of  unusual  abil- 
ity. She  is  much  respected  in  the  community,  and  is 
identified  with  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  at 
AA'arehouse  Point.  On  Dec.  8,  1867,  she  married 
Joseph  Arnold,  a  native  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  v.dio 
was  at  one  time  a  merchant  in  New  York  City  and 
later  a  salesman  in  the  silk  department  of  A.  T. 
Stewart's  store.  After  his  marriage  he  took  charge 
of  the  homestead,  where  he  passed  away  Sept.  29, 
1887.  He  was  active  and  influential  in  local  poli- 
tics as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  organization, 
served  as  tax  collector  in  East  Windsor  town  for  a 
time,  and  in  1S79  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 

HON.  ELWTN  F.  AIERRIAIAN,  present  rep- 
resentative from  Avon  to  the  State  Legislature, 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  his  town, 
and  lias  been  a  leading  agriculturist  of  this  part  of 
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llaiiu'id  county  since  liis  icinoval  here  in  iSi>S._Mr. 
Meniniun  is  a'  native  ut  the  town  of  Liichlield, 
LitchlieUi  <.'o.,  C'.'nn.,  l)orn  .March  17,  1850.  a  son 
oi'l  -ei'l.  Merriman  ;ind  a  grandson  of  John  A. 
>ierrinian.  .      .        .  \ 

lolin  A.  Merriman  was  born  in  New  "^  orlc  btate  \ 
in  I'Soo.  :',r.i.l  in  an  early  day  removed  to  Litchfield,  j 
Lonn.,  wlire  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  1 
eni^'au^ed  in  general  farming  and  raising  working  j 
cattle,    iic  also  did  teaming  between  Litchfield  1 
and  Xew  J  lavcn.  Me  married  a  !Miss  Cable,  and  they  j 
iiad  fourteen  children,  fcur  of  whom  died  young, 
;ui.!  the  other  ten  lived  witliout  a  death  among 
them  for  over  fifty  years:  Harlow,  the  eldest,  was 
a  resident  of  Falls  \"illage,  Conn. ;  Lucy  is  the 
widow  of  Lewis  I'erkins,  and  lives  in  Litchfield; 
Hiram  is  a  resident  of  Springfield.  ]\Iass. ;  Julia 
(deceased)   was  the  wife  of  Samuel  ^IcXeil,  of 
Danbtiry;  Jolin  lives  in  L'nionville,  Conn.;  Robert 
made  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  but  died  in  L'nion- 
\iHe,  while  on  a  visit;  Joseph  is  the  father  of  our 
sul.iject;  Charles  is  a  resident  of  Litchfield,  where 
he  has  served  as  first  selectman  for  many  years :  Sa- 
rah is  the  wife  of  Julius  Treadway;  and  Louise 
married  William  Ford.  The  parents  of  this  family 
both  died    in    Litclifield  county,  where    they  are 
buried.    ^Ir.  ]\Ierriman  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

Joseph  r\Ierrinian  was  born  ]May  3,  1S34,  in  the 
town  of  Litchfield,  wdiere  he  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  citizens  of  his  town,  all  of  his  early 
manhood  was  spent  in  doing  teaming  with  oxen, 
and  for  many  years  he  served  acceptably  as  road 
maker  and  supervisor,  while  for  some  years  he  had 
charge  of  the  town  farm,  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion in  discharging  the  duties  of  that  incumbency. 
At  present  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  dairying 
and  general  farming  in  Litchfield,  where  he  is 
highly  respected  for  his  substantial  worth.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  a  stanch  supporter  of  llie  principles  of  that  or- 
ganization, but  he  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the 
sense  of  ofifice-seeker.  In  Plainville,  Conn.,  he 
was  married  to  ]Miss  Catharine  Bradley,  a  native 
of  that  town,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bradley,  and  six 
ch  ddren  w^ere  born  to  them :  jMartha,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Judd,  a  farmer  of  Middlebury ;  Elwin 
1'.;  Isaac,  a  farmer  of  Litchfield;  Lena,  wafe  of 
Jay  Gilbert,  of  Litchfield;  Katie,  wife  of  Birdsey 
Aiwood,  of  Thomaston,  Conn.,  and  Una,  who  died 
yoimg.  }>Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  ]\Ierriman  are  earnest  mem- 
l>ers  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

i  p  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Elwin  F.  Merri- 
man lived  at  home,  assisting  his  parents  on  the  farm, 
and  attending  the  district  schools  nearby.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  practically  self-supporting,  for 
he  commenced  to  work  out  among  other  farmers, 
at  first  receiving  ten  dollars  a  month  for  his  ser- 
vices; but  he  did  not  give  up  the  idea  of  obtaining 
a  good  education,  and  he  continued  to  go  to  school 
din-mg  the  winter  time  as  opportunity  offered, 
studying  for  a  time  at  Litclifield  Academy.  He 


taught  school  for  six  terms  near  his  old  home,  and 
was  engaged  thus  in  connection  with  farming  up 
to  the  age  of  twenty-two  }ears.  v.hen  !.e  came  to 
llanford  comny,  I'jealing  Iir^t  in  UmonviUe.  For 
fi\-e  years  alter  his  remo\al  here  lie  was  engaged 
in  teaming,  and  he  then  embarked  in  the  express 
tni^incss  on  his  own  account,  running  a  wagon  be- 
tween Hartford  and  L'nionvilie.  Meeting  with 
lair  success  in  this  enterprise,  he  contmtied  thus 
for  two  \ears,  in  1S8S  removing  to  W  est  Avon, 
v.here  he  ]3urchased  the  \\'illiam  Smith  farm,  on 
which  he  has  ever  vince  resided,  l  ie  carries  on  L:,en- 
eral  farming,  and  believes  in  extensive  farming,  and 
and  keeps  on  his  forty-acre  farm  about  thirty  head 
of  stock,  peddling  the  milk  in  Unionville.  iMr.  ]\ier- 
riinan  lias  prospered  to  an  tmusual  degree  since 
his  settlement  in  Avon  town,  and  he  fttlly  deserves 
all  the  success  wdiich  has  come  to  him,  for  he  has 
earned  the  way  to  his  present  high  position,  and 
may  well  be  called  a  self-made  man,  one  to  whom 
the  comnumilv  can  point  as  an  example  of  industry 
and  intelligent  eiiort.  He  lias  always  had  the  repu- 
tation of  bemg  a  straightforward  man  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  by  his  able  management  of  his  own  af- 
fairs and  strict  integrity  has  won  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens  in  Avon,  who  have  shown  their 
appreciation  of  his  worth  in  many  substantial  ways. 
Not  long  after  settling  here  he  was  elected  tow"n 
assessor,  in  which  olTice  he  served  faithfully ;  was 
acting  school  visitor  for  three  years,  and  he  has 
since  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  member  of  the 
board  of  relief  and  as  first  selectman  of  the  town. 
In  1 898  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  he  is  now  serving. 
Though  he  is  comparatively  a  new^  resident  of  the 
town,  2\lr.  Merriman  has  by  his  upright  iife  made 
a  place  for  himself  among  its  reliable  and  most 
respected  citizens,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  many  hon- 
ors he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  posi- 
tion he  has  reached  while  still  in  his  prime.  His 
political  support  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Merriman  was  married,  in  1880,  to  ]\Iiss 
Louise  Osborn,  daughter  of  James  Osborn,  of  Litch- 
field, and  they  had  one  child,  Raymond,  wdio  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  ]Mrs.  ^Merriman  died 
.Sep.  4,  1884,  and  Avas  buried  in  L^nionville ;  she  was 
an  earnest  Christian  woman,  in  religious  connection 
holding  membership  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  1S85  Mr.  jMerriman  was  married,  in  Unioncille, 
to  ^liss  ]\Iary  Porter,  daughter  of  Major  and  iMary 
(Thompson)  Porter,  both  of  whom  died  when  -Mrs. 
Merriman  was  but  tv.'o  years  of  age.  This  union 
has  also  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Grace 
Isabel,  born  April  17,  1893,  now  attending  school, 
and  Louis  Porter,  a  sturdy  little  fellow,  born  Sept. 
16,  1899.  3ilr.  and  ]Mrs.  IMerriman  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  i\I.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  now  holds 
the  office  of  steward.  They  are  popular  among 
their  neighbors,  havng  man.y  friends  in  Avon  who 
enjoy  their  i)leasant  society  and  esteem  them  for 
their  gentnne  \\orth. 
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LinVARl)  .\\Sl>X  llL'l'.i'.ARD  (dccoasal). 
lato  Dt  », I'astiMilnir}'.  was  a  ilcscoiulaiu  in  the  ois^inh 
ijcnoration  from  I  )  George  i  lulilianl.  likclv  a 
native  of  E.-^scx  (M"  Surrc\'.  I'.Ui^Iand,  \vIk-i\c  he 
tnug'rated  to  New  l~.ni;ianJ  in  if>3^V  locatiii^-  first 
at  \\'aierio\vn,  .Mass..  later  in  \\  etiier^lield.  Conn., 
anti  still  later  in  AJilforil,  and  tinallv  in  Guilford. 
Conn.,  removing;'  to  this  laiter  ]-.onU  jirior  to  uso. 
He  liad  married  Mary,  ilau,L;hter  of  John  and  Anne 
Eisho]).  She  die  1  a:  Lluilford  in  1075  and  he  passed 
away  tliere  in  i'  S:^.  1-roni  thi^  enn_i;"rant  Geort;-e 
Huhbard,  of  Ciuillurd,  Edward  A.  Hul)hard\s  line 
of  descent  is  througli  John,  }^^\\\-\  (2),  Ephraim, 
Jonatlian,  David  and  Xornian  lluhbard. 

(II)  John  Hubbard,  son  of  Geor_c;e,  of  Guil- 
ford, born  in  Eni^lana  about  1630,  was  broug-ht  to 
this  comitry  in  about  1033.  He  married,  about 
164S-41;,  }vlary  ^lerriam,  formerlv  of  Con/cord, 
!Mass.  He  lived  at  Hadley,  where  five  of  his  chil- 
dren were  born,  tlien  at  Hattield,  where  lie  died 
in  170J. 

(HI)  John  Hubbaril  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in 
^^'ethersheld,  Conn.,  in  1(155.  niarned,  in  about 
1676,  Mary,  daughter  of  Th.onias  Wright,  and  later 
settled  in  Glastonbury,  v."here  he  died  in  about  17-I.S. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner  and  a  man  of  prom- 
inence, serving"  a  n.umber  of  years  in  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Ephrain.i  Elubbard,  sen  of  John  (2),  born 
ill  1695  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  married  ]\[ary  Lord, 
Vi-ho  died  in  1772.  He  was  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
a  deacon  in  the  cliurch,  and  died  in  Glastonburv  in 
17S0. 

(\')  Jonath.an  Hubbard,  son  of  Ephraim,  born 
in  Glastonbury  in  1720,  married  (second)  "Widow 
Sarah  (Smith)  Eorbes.  He  died  in  Glastonbury 
in  1S06,  and  second  wife  died  there  in  1781. 

(\"I)  David  Hubbard,  son  of  Jonathan,  born 
in  Glastonlniry  in  1758,  married,  in  17S3.  Jemima 
Chamberlain,  who  died  in  183S.  David  Hubbard 
was  a  deacon  in  the  church.  He  served  in  tlie 
militia  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

(MI)  Xorman  Hubljard,  son  of  (A'l)  David 
and  Jemima  Hubbard,  was  born  in  1787  in  Glaston- 
bury, and  died  in  1854,  a  lifelong  zealous  and  lib- 
eral supporter  of  the  Cono^regational  Church.  He 
married  (first)  Xancy  Sellow,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  five  children:  (i)  Sarah,  born  in  1815, 
married  Martin  Keeney :  (2)  Sereno,  born  in  1S16, 
died  in  1864;  he  married  !Maria  Dodd,  of  Hartford, 
and  had  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Clarence,  of 
whom  Elizabeth  married  George  Lee  and  had  one 
son,  Frank;  (3)  Harriet,  born  in  1819,  married 
Norman  Spencer,  and,  died  in  January,  1871,  leav- 
ing four  children,  Xorman,  Sarah,  Harriet  and 
Charles:  (4)  Edward  A.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch:  (5)  Xorman,  born  in  1825,  died  unmarried 
at  the  age  of  twentv  vears. 

(VIH)  Edward  A.  Hubbard,  son  of  (VIE) 
Xornian  and  Xancy  (Sellew)  Hubbard,  was  born 
May  3,  1822,  in  Cilastonijury,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  common  schools  of  the  district,  which 
was  supplemented  with  a  course  of  study  at  the 


W'estfield  (Mass.)  .\eadeniy.  His  lather  being  a 
tanner,  young  Edward  assisted  in  the  work  ef  u 
tannery,  remaining  mider  the  parental  roof  until 
lie  bec;!me  of  age.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1854,  Edward  .V.  fi/irmeil  a  partnership  with  Isaac 
lh\.'aonead,  a  -practical  tanner,  Mr.  Huiibard  fur- 
nishing the  capital  and  acting  as  business  manager 
iif  the  concern.  They  l,)uilt  a  new  tannerv,  and  in 
partnershi'p  carried  on  a  successful  l;usiness  up  to 
the  ileaili  of  )vlr.  Hubbard,  in  1S71,  at  whicli  timc 
Mr.  Llroadhead  purchased  the  interest  of  the  de- 
ceased and  continued  the  business  ahjne. 

Un  l-'cb.  8,  i860,  Edward  A.  Hubl)ard  was  united 
in  marriage  with  [Nliss  Charlotte  Html,  wdio  was 
born  Ma\-  21,  1828,  at  A'ernon,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Ca])t.  Oliver  and  Roxanna  (  Smith  ) 
Hunt.  Capt.  Hunt  was  born  in  \'ernon.  Conn.,  a 
son  of  Oliver  and  Jerusha  (Simons)  Hunt,  highlv 
resix'Cted  farming  people,  who  had  a  family  of  four 
clnld-ren :  Laura,  (Capt.)  Oliver,  Rebecca  and 
^lary.  To  Capt.  Oliver  and  Roxanna  Hunt  were 
born  eight  children:  (1)  Fidelia  Clark  became  the 
wife  of  Capt.  l-ela  Abbott:  both  are  now  deceased. 
(2)  Philinda  is  the  deceased  widow  of  Elijali 
Payne.  (3)  Roxanna,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
C.  A.  Risley.  (4)  Oliver  married  (hr^t)  Roselle 
Chapman,  and  (second)  Harriet  i-uUer;  he  is  now 
living  retired  at  Galesburg,  111.  (5)  Eliza  Ann 
is  deceased.  (6)  Caroline  ]\Lary  married  Leander 
Smith;  both  are  deceased.  (7)  Charlotte  (Mrs. 
E.  A.  Hubbard)  comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(8)  Chester  Smith,  the  youngest,  is  deceased. 
Capt.  Oliver  Elunt  was  by  occupation  a  farmer  and 
tanner:  was  a  captain  in  the  State  troops,  a  Whig 
and  Republican  in  politics  and  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  two  terms.  He  was  a  member  of  no 
church,  though  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  denom- 
inations. 

To  Edward  A.  and  Charlotte  (Hunt)  Hubbard 
were  born  two  daughters:  (i)  Charlotte  Hunt, 
born  Dec.  15,  i860,  was  educated  at  Hartford 
(Conn.)  Female  Seminary  and  Bordentov/n,  X.  J.; 
she  is  now  tlie  wife  of  Lewis  W.  Ripley,  a  sketch 
of  wliom  appears  elsewliere.  (2)  Mary  Amelia, 
born  Mae  4,  1863,  graduated  from  the  Hartford 
Public  High  School;  she  v/as  married,  I\Iay  4,  1886, 
to  Dr.  Gifleon  C.  Segur,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
has  a  family  of  six  living  children:  Raymond  Hub- 
bard, Charlotte  Hubbard,  }\!arjorie  Hubbard,  Gerald 
Hubbard,  ^Malcolm  Cundall  and  Katharine  Elunt : 
there  were  two  other  children.  Edward  EIul)bard 
and  Donald  Cundall,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
]\Irs.  Hubbard  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
and  after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  made  her 
home  for  a  time  in  Hartford  in  order  to  give  her 
two  daughters  the  benefit  of  a  good  citv  education, 
returning  in  1898  to  a  home  in  Glastonbury,  where 
she  now  resides.  Her  life  has  been  full  of  useful- 
ness, and  in  the  evening  of  her  days,  which  she  is 
cnjoving  in  ease  and  comfort,  she  can  iorik  over  the 
past  years  with  the  consciousness  of  duties  v.'ell 
performed. 

The  late  Edward  A.  Hubbard  had  a  wide  busi- 
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iK'ss  acijuaimaiKX'  in  the  Uniioil  Stales  and  Kiiroju.', 
his  Inismcsh  caiciT  ami  his  ht>nK'  hie  hein;^  ahke 
ahi>vc  rciutuicli,  ;aul  Ix;  had  ll'.c  warm  rei^ard  of 
n.anv  pei'siuial  friends,  while  ai  the  same  time  he 
\\a>.  ever"  faith lul  to  ail  trust>,  whether  of  a  |)ul)lic 
or  private  natiire.  reposed  in  iiim.  lie  was  a  st;meh 
irierid  of  advaneid  educational  methods,  a  promoter 
aiul  stij)porter  of  the  Ldastor!i)urv  J~ree  .Acadeiny, 
and  a  liheral  contrilmtor  to  all  enterprises  intended 
lo  iielji  the  IniiUliii^-  up  of  sc^eiely.  A  ]irominent 
niemher  of  the  L'ongTegational  Chmeh,  he  was  a 
pure-minded  Christian,  a  great  student  of  the  liible 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  cif  humanity. 
A  strong"  Re]niblican  in  polities,  he  was  nevertheless 
no  office  seeker,  ihougli  frequentlv  urged  tiy  h\> 
friends'  to  accept  nontination.  liis  domestic  ami 
social  life  was  ftdl  of  tenderness  and  sympathy  for 
others,  and  fdlcd  v>'ith  unostentaiious  acts  of  cliarity, 
particularlv  among  the  poor  and  needy,  deeds  that 
V\"ere  knov/n  at  the  time  only  to  himself  and  the 
recipients  of  his  bounty.  He  died  universally  be- 
loved and  respected,  and  left  the  heritage  of  a  good 
n.anie. 

IIOX.  JA^IES  IIATHAVs'AY  MKTS.  The 
\"iets  lamilv  has  held  a  prominent  place  in  this  sec- 
tion from  pioneer  times,  and  the  personal  history 
of  this  venerable  and  highly-esteemed  resident  of 
East  Granby,  can  have  no  better  introduction  than 
the  following"  brief  review  of  his  ancestry.  The 
thrift,  eitterprise  and  public-sp^irit  which  have 
marked  his  conduct  throughout  his  long  and  useful 
career  are  characteristic  of  the  family,  and  its  mej"n- 
bers  have  made  themselves  honorable  reputations  in 
various  callings,  many  of  the  name  in  Hartford 
county  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  name  is  probably  of  German  origin,  as  it 
occurs  in  various  forms  in  different  localities  in 
the  'T-"atherland,'"  and  Dr.  John  Mcts,  the  i.>rogeni- 
tor  of  the  family  in  this  section,  who  settled  in 
Simsburv  in  i/io,  spelled  the  name  A'iett.  After 
his  death  his  sons  used  the  spelling  Vietts,  which 
would  indicate  that  the  name  was  pronounced  in 
that  wav,  and  it  is  surmised  that  at  an  earlier  period 
it  may  have  been  written  \'iet.^.  The  present  spell- 
ing was  adopted  about  1730.  Dr.  John  Viets  is 
^;iid  to  have  been  well-educated,  having  prepared 
f'T  the  medical  profession  in  Germany,  but  the  in- 
formation concerning  his  early  life  is  meagre  and 
is  in  some  instances  conflicting.  According  to  the 
hest  authority  he  was  born  probably  about  1665, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  on  coming  to  America 
he  landed  in  Xew  York,  where  his  marriage  may 
have  ficcurred.  His  nanie  appears  in  the  records 
of  Sini>!jury  as  carlv  as  1710,  when  lie  was  admitted 
as  a  citizen,  and  on  January  5,  i/H,  he  received  a 
deed  for  twelve  acres  of  land  from  the  heirs  of  John 
Grifjin.  'J'his  \vas  located  on  the  west  side  of  the 
liy-'imvain,  Ijeing  now  included  in  the  town  of  East 
^  >ranby.  ]-Vji-  sonu.-  time  he  followed  farming  there 
!!>  C'juncriion  willi  his  medical  p'-acticc.  The  early 
i^tnlv-rs  Were  too  ]>(,<)r  and  ])o:-'-ibly  loo  hardy  and 


healthv  to  furnish  a  good  income  for  a  iihysician, 
and  it  seems  that  he  thouglu  at  one  time  of  retin"n- 
ing  to  his  native  land.    Jn  1713  he  mortgaged  his 
f.irm   f'jr  ten  jiounds  sterling,  and  as  there  was 
then  a  lin-eed  oil  null  en  the  place  it  is  probable 
thai  he  had  built  it.    In  i7-'3  he  received  a  gi"ant  of 
eight\"-tv,"o  acres  of  land  from  the  towii.  and  liis 
death  occurred  soon  afterward   (Nov,   18,  1723), 
from  a  fever.    Tradition  sa^s  that  his  wife's  name 
wa>  Catharine  ^Meyers,  but  on  her  toml.istone  in 
Simsburv  it  is  gi\en  as  "Camon  \  ets,  ye  wife  of 
j  Del.  John  -\  ets.'    She  dietl  en  the  5th  or  Olii  day  of 
I  March,  i734,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.    Of  their 
i  fotu"  children,  Catharine  marriei;i  ^dr.  Hoskms,  of 
I  Wmdsor ;  Henry,  liorn  1709.  died  April  2,  1779; 
John,  born  Xov.  3,  1712.  married  Lois  Phelps,  and 
died  April  8.  1777;  and  Alary  or  .Mercy  married  Air. 
Gough  or  Gott. 

ilenry  \'iets,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  but  a  boy  when  his  father  died,  and  he  and  his 
brother  John  had  to  make  th.eir  ou"n  \\a_\"  in  life. 
For  a  time  he  was  employed  in  the  copper  mines  in 
Simsbury,  but  later  became  a  farmer  in  the  norrh- 
crn  i")art  of  the  town,  wh.ere  he  secured  an  extensive 


estate.    He  died  A^: 


)r]l  2,  r 
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His  firs 


"ife,  Alar- 


garet,  died  Sept.  28.  1750.  and  his  second  wife,  Alar- 
garet  Austin,  of  Windsor,  who  was  born  in  1712, 
died  October  14,  1783.    liy  his  first  marriage  he  had 


live  children :  Henrv 


born 


an.  24.  1; 


died  Feb. 


5,  1824;  Alargaret,  born  Aia\-  9,  1739,  cued  Sep.  22, 
17S2;  Luke,  born  June  17,  1743,  died  Oct.  21,  1757, 
having  been  accidentallv  shot  at  Becket.  Alass., 
v.-hile  lumting;  David,  born  IT-b.  iS.  1745,  uied  Xov. 
3,  1815  ;  Jonathan,  born  Sept.  26,  1750,  died  Feb.  17, 
1837.  \'>y  his  second  wife  he  had  one  son,  James, 
born  Aug.  28,  1752,  died  Dec.  23,  1S27. 

Capt.  James  \'iets,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  his  improvenients 
on  liis  old  homestead  at  Copper  Hill  included  a 
substantial  dv,  elling-house,  built  in  1797.  He  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land  at  Colbrook,  and  for  many  vears 
made  a  specialty  of  dairying.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Politicall_\-  he 
supported  the  views  of  Jefferson.  As  a  good  citi- 
zen he  took  an  active  part  in  public  aft'airs,  and 
his  title  v\"as  gained  by  service  as  an  officer  in  the 
State  militia.  His  death  occurred  December  23, 
1827,  at  the  homestead  on  Copper  Flill,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  at  Turkey  Hill  cemetery.  His 
wife  Elizabeth  Frown,  usuall}-  calleil  'dlet^ev" 
among  her  friends,  was  born  in  Xo\a  Scotia  and 
died  l-"eb.  23,  1837.  She  was  an  Episcopalian  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  her  daily  life  gave  proof  of  her  de- 
votion. They  had  four  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject's father,  Festus  Viets,  was  the  youngest,  (i) 
Fetsey,  born  Sept.  6,  1781,  mairied  Robert  l.nurch. 
and  (lied  Feb.  6,  1871.  (2)  FTorace,  born  Alarch 
27  17S3,  died  Jan.  10,  1870.  (3)  Achsah,  born  June 
2S,  1785,  married  Oliver  Griffin,  and  died  Dec. 
17,  1869. 

Festus  A'iets  was  born  June  12,  1790,  at  Copper 
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]Jill,  aiul  was  (.hIik\-Uo;1  in  the  lineal  scliool^  cluriny 
liis  youih.  Like  anoc,'^tiii>  ho  turiKHl  I'i.-,  aiten- 
liun  to  lanniiig",  and  iic  and  liis  lirotlicr  Horace 
owned  over  lonr  Inmdred  acres  of  land.  j  lu'  lionie- 
stcad  on  (^tipper  llil!  N\-as  ranch  inipioNcd  inijer  his 
manauenieni .  and  liis  fondiness  lor  home  life  and 
care  Kir  ilie  comfort  of  his  family  were  i.ho\sn  in. 
many  ways.  \\  Inle  he  was  a  steadfast  Democrat  in 
|X)Iitic>,  lie  ne\  er  .-emght  or  lield  p.nblic  oflice,  bnt  his 
activity  in  church  work  yave  him  especial  promi- 
nence amony-  the  AJethouists  of  his  localitv.  11c 
died  Sept.  24,  KS74,  anil  was  luiried  al  Copper  Hill 
E.  cemetery.  J  lis  wife,  .Maria  liatliawav,  was 
born  in  Suiheld,  June  24,  i8o_',  a  danghter  of 
libenczer  Hathaway,  and  died  September  27,  1S60. 
Onr  subject  was  the  eklest  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren :  iiairiet  2\iaria,  born  Sept.  3,  1826,  married 
Henry  liritini;  Candace  Eliza,  born  Ang.  2,  182S, 
married  Linns  Hayes ;  Philo  Horace  was  born  Aug. 
12,  1830;  Adaline  Jael,  born  Dec.  ]3,  1S32,  died 
March  23,  1839;  Lamira  Jane,  born  Jan.  27,  1835, 
married  Willis  L.  Hayes;  Daniel  JJcnjamin,  born 
JMarch  ly,  1838,  died  l\Iarch  2,  1839;  Annis  Susan, 
Iborn  January  28,  1840,  died  Sept.  26,  1842;  WMliam 
X)ixon  was  born  }^Iay  17,  1842;  and  Jason  Rush- 
aiiore  was  born  Jan.  17,  1S46. 

James  H.  Mets  was  born  Aug.  21,  1824,  and  lias 
"alwaN-s  made  his  home  at  his  present  farm,  v.diich 
was  once  occupied  as  a  homestead  by  his  great- 
grandfather. It  contains  150  acres  of  excellent  land, 
and  he  has  raised  tobacco  extensively  in  connection 
with  general  farming.  In  1S76  he  made  extensive 
alterations  on  the  old  homestead,  converting  it  into 
quite  a  modern  residence.  Some  years  ago  he  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  is  spending  the  after- 
noon of  life  in  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  past 
toil.  His  ability  and  imswerving  tidelity  to  any 
trust  reposed  in  him  have  made  him  the  choice  of 
his  fellow-townsmen  for  various  offices,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  Democrats  of  the 
locality.  For  three  terms  he  held  the  office  of  select- 
man, and  he  has  also  served  as  school  visitor  and 
in  other  minor  positions,  wdiile  in  1S62  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  took  a  worthy 
part  in  the  work  of  the  session,  being  placed  on 
several  important  committees.  Like  his  ancestors, 
he  has  done  much  to  forward  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  for  years  he  has  served  as  trustee,  steward  or 
treasurer  of  tlie  .\L  E.  Church  at  Copper  Hill. 

On  Oct.  II,  1849,  ^'ic"t5    married  3>Iis3 

jMarilla  Hayes,  who  was  born  June  17,  1827,  daugh- 
ter of  Dudley  and  Xaoma  (Rose)  Hayes.  Of  the 
five  children  born  to  this  union  three  are  li\'ing, 
and  their  education  has  been  the  chief  care  of  tlieir 
parents.  James  Duane,  born  Feb.  20,  1853,  is  a 
produce  dealer  at  Springfield,  ^lass. ;  Ella  ^L,  born 
Dec.  II,  1854,  died  April  27,  1856;  Horace,  born 
Dec.  22,  1862,  is  at  home;  Xora  Belle,  born  Tune 
17,  1S65,  died  unmarried;  Samuel  D.,  born  Feb. 
19,  1868,  is  a  grain  merchant  at  Springfield,  Mas- 
•sacliusttts. 


r.\TJ<ilCK  .\lO(jRb:  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  >.i!ie  <»l  ll;e  irn.>it  higlily-respected  citizens  of 
Lc llms\ii;e,  andi  an  extensive  and  successful  con- 
iract^^r  w  itl;  the  Collins  Co.  at  that  place.  A  na- 
tive 111  Ireland,  he  wa>  born  in  iinnis.  Ccu.ilv  Clare, 
March  14.  1833.  and  was  <  w  of  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  u  ho.ve  parents.  Micliacl  and  .Alary  (Lam- 
bert I  Moore,  were  abo  natives  of  Enni>.,  and  wortliv 
mem.bcrs  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Onr  subject  received  but  a  limited  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  kml  through  his  own 
eftorts  he;  became  a  well  inf'jrmed  m,ui.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  like  manv  of  his 
fellow  counirymen  his  whole  desire  was  to  become 
a  citizen  of  this  "dand  of  tlie  free  ami  iiome  of  the 
brave. 


me  m 
vessel 
York. 


In  1850,  a  }-ear  or  two  after  the  great  fam- 
Ireland,  .Mr.  Moore  took  passage  on  a  sailing 


and  crossed  the  --Vtlantic,  landing  in  Xew 
He  came  at  once  to  ColIinsviUe,  Comi., 
wdiere  he  obtained  employment  with  tlie  Collins  Co., 
in  the  a.xe  department,  under  Peter  r\lvers.  V\'ish- 
ing  to  secure  a  better  position,  he  left  there  at  the 
end  of  two  years  and  went  South,  locating  in  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  wdiere  he  became  connected  with  the  cot- 
ton industry.  On  his  return  X'orth  he  again  spent 
two  years  with  the  Collins  Co.,  and  then  went  to 
Douglass,  ?^lass.,  wdicre  he  was  eni])Io}-ed  as  an 
axe  polisher  for  one  3"ear.  Returning  to  ColIins- 
viUe, he  became  a  contractor  in  the  knife-handle  de- 
partment, wdiere  lie  remained  until  the  fall  of  1898, 
wdien  he  retired  from  active  business  to  spend  his 
remaining  days  in  ease  and  retirement.  He  was 
one  of  the  largest  contractors  with  the  Collins  Co., 
and  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  wdio 
worked  under  him  as  well  as  of  his  employers.  In 
1SS7  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, wdiere  he  purchased  a  small  place,  on  wdiich 
he  made  many  improvements,  and  there  he  made  his 
home  until  called  from  this  life,  Jan.  17,  1899. 
He  was  taken  ill  with  the  grippe,  wdiich  de\T'I- 
oped  into  pneumonia,  and  from  the  effects  of  the  lat- 
ter disease  he  died.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Collinsville. 

Mr.  Moore  was  first  married,  -Aug.  28,  1853,  at 
X'ew  Britain,  to  ]\Iiss  Eliza  Hannon,  also  a  native  of 
Ennis.  Ireland,  wdio  died  Aug.  18,  1864,  at  the 
earlv  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and  was  buried  in 
the  same  cemetery.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were  as  follows:  ]Mary  Jane,  born  July  13,  1854, 
died  Se]it.  2,  1855;  Elizal;eth,  born  (Jet.  2-^.  1855, 
niwv  the  wdfe  of  Edward  Flanary.  of  Bridgport; 
Thomas,  born  X'ov.  25,  1S57,  died  Xov.  6,  185S; 
]Mary,  born  .April  25,  1859.  died  .\ug.  22.  i8'o; 
Thomas,  born  Dec.  21,  i860,  died  Oct.  16,  1861; 
Islary,  born  Xov.  21,  1862,  died  Aug.  28,  1863;  and 
James  and  Lucy  (twins)  were  born  June  20,  1S64 
(the  former  died  Sept.  21,  1864,  and'  the  latter  on 
Aug.  17,  1864). 

On  Oct.  6,  1864,  }>[r.  Moort  married  Miss  El- 
len Rocke,  wdio  was  also  born  in  Ennis,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1857.    She  is  still  a  resi- 
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ill  111  of  llurliii.utoii,  :in(l  is  a  laily  of  t;enial  dispo- 
-;t:. ■I),  wliii  has  ]irovc(l  a  lU'viMod  wife  aiui  inother. 
];v  liis  sec .11.1  !narriaL;c  Mr.  Atooro  liad  seven  chil- 
.;rui:  lames  Micliael.  1>.'Mi  So])t.  2S,  iSf'u),  re- 
si. ii-  al"  I-.'  '.iie  :  I'.riduet  .\!arv,  h.  Jan.  30.  iS-j,  d. 
Ak;.  4.  iJ^ri  :  Patrick.  1).  l-".-l>.  -M,  187-'.  d.  Oct.  9, 
tS  f~;  A'ltinMiv  TiKse])h.  l)orn  .\]->ril  6,  1S75,  obtained 

iiierarv  e<iucation  in  the  district  schools  and  in 
the  !iic:h  school  of  Collinsville.  and  at  Holy  Cross 
O'ile.ue,  \\\ire'esler,  ^Niass.,  and  jirejiared  himself  for 
ihe  medical  prcifession.  s]U"nt  three  vears  at  Dellevue 
Ihispital  -Medical  College,  Xew  York  City,  has  since 
j^raduated  from  the  3ilaryiaiid  Medical  College,  of 
JJaltiniure,  in  medicine  and  is  now  a  jM-acticing"  physi- 
cian ;  Thomas  C,  born  Dec.  ii,  1876,  died  Dec. 
I,  1879;  hlleii,  horn  Dec.  8,  1878.  diied  ^Jarch  13, 
1880;  and  Kathenne,  born  Xov.  J3,  1880.  is  a  young 
ladv  of  talent  and  culture,  who  graduated  from  the 
L'olliiisville  hign  school  in  i8yb,  and  has  also  re- 
cei\"ed  a  gnntl  musical  edtication. 

Mr.  y\  independent  in  politics,  casting 

his  lirst  AOte  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  last 
one  for  W  illiam  Jennings  Bryan.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Collinsville,  and  had  a  host  of  warm  friends  through- 
out the  community.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  was  noted  for  his  piety,  and  was 
instrumental  in  organizing"  the  church  in  Collins- 
ville. He  gave  liberally  toward  the  constrttction 
of  the  church  edifice,  and  contributed  freely  of  his 
means  at  all  times  toward  advancing  the  causes  of 
education  and  Christianity.  His  charity  was  un- 
bounded, and  the  poor  and  needy  always  found  in 
him  a  friend. 

HOX.  JOHN  P.  LEWIS,  a  representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  F~armington,  was  born  in  Wm- 
sted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Xov.  23,  1836,  son  of 
Joseph  Blackleach  Lewis,  and  grandson  of  Joseph 
and  Sarah  (Blackleach)  Lewis.  His  grandfather 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  For  his  second  wife 
Joseph  Lewis  married  3.1rs.  Hannah  Petterson,  and 
to  her  first  marriage  were  born  five  children,  who 
grew  to  maturity:  Anna,  Joseph  B.,  David,  Re- 
becca and  Frederick. 

Joseph  B.  Lewis,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  ^larch,  1794,  and 
throughout  life  followed  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 
was  a  well-read  man,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a 
Univcrsalist.  In  early  life  he  worked  in  the  Whit- 
ings Clock  Factory,  in  Winsted,  and  at  that  place 
he  erected  a  brick  house,  on  X'orth  Main  street, 
but  he  finally  came  to  Unionville,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1886.  He  became  quite  well-to-do, 
owning  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  the  Scotts  Swamp 
District,  and  another  in  the  town  of  Burlington, 
Hartford  eountv.  Joseph  B.  Lewis  first  married 
iss  Julia  Shelton,  who  was  born  in  1798,  and  died 
in  Winsted,  Conn.,  leaving  three  children:  Fred- 
erick, wdio  died  in  Ohio;  Gideon  Hall,  who  died  in 
A  irginia;  and  Juliette,  who  died  in  Winsted,  Conn. 


I  For  his  secoml  wife  he  married  ^.liss  Cordelia  .\p.n 
I  Cummings,  who  was  burn  111  1800,  and  died  in 
j  Lnionville,  in  1878.  By  thai  uiiinn  he  had  four 
I  children:  Juli.i,  deceased;  John  1'.,  our  sul)ject; 
j  Jeanette,  who  was  b.jrn  in  Burlingl(jn  in  1840,  and 
I  IS  iiuw  the  wiili.iw  of  i .  A.  Chidse\",  and  a  resi- 
I  dent  L'f  Walerljury,  Conn.;  and  l:lniil\-,  deceased, 
i  who  was  horn  in  J.Uirlington  in  1844,  and  married 
Mark  Stone,  of  that  iilace. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  \vere 
passed   in  Jiurlington  and  harmingtun,  where  he 
attended  school,  and  after  his  education  nas  com- 
i  plelC'l  liC'  engaged  in  agricultural  ])ursuits  on  the 
j  home  farm  until  twenty-live  xears-  of  age.  After 
marriage  he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  where  he 
carries  on  general  agriculture  and  lumbering.  In 
W  eaiherstield,  \  t.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
j  }.iiss  Frances  M.  North,  and  to  them  were  born 
j  four  children:     {l)  Jeanette  ^1..  born  in  1865,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Arthur  T.  Brown,  of  Sag  Harl)or, 
X'.  \.,  and  thev  have  three  children,  Lewis  X'athan, 
Almira  Frances  and  Lurania.     (2)   Eleanor  ]M., 
born  in  1S6S,  married  \\'alter  Woodrult,  and  lived 
for  a  time  in  Bristol  and  later  in  Waterbttry,  Conn. 
They  have  one  son,  James  Lewis.     (3)  George  J., 
born  in  1S71,  married  Harriet  B.  Page,  and  has 
one  ilaughter,  Eleanor.    (4)  Edna  E.,  born  in  1873, 
is  the  wife  of  Louis  L.  Gaylord,  of  Hartford. 
Mr.  Lewis  has  been  honored  with  many  offices 
1  of  public  trust,  acting  as  selectman,  justice  of  the 
I  peace,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors  at 
the  present  time.    He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1876,  at  which  time  he  served  on  the 
committee  for  building  the  new  capitol,  and  in 
1895,  he  again  represented  Farmington  in  that  body, 
being  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket.    He  has 
served  as  appraiser  of  estates  for  the  probate  courts 
of  Farmington,  Bristol  and  Burlington;  also  as 
appraiser  in  foreclosure  proceedings  for  the  differ- 
ent savings  banks  in  this  vicinity ;  and  was  appointed 
by  the  superior  court  chairman  of  the  commission 
to  adjust  the  land  damages  between  the  Bristol 
^^''ater  Co.,  and  parties  owning  land  in  Bristol, 
Plymouth,  etc.    lie  was  connected  with  the  Stand- 
ard Rule  Co.,  and  has  been  a  director  in  several 
corporations  in  Ljiionville.    i\Ir.  Lewis  is  a  strong 
and  active  Democrat.    As  a  public-spirited  citizen 
he  gives  his  support  to  every  measure  which  he 
:  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit. 

MOSES  WILLIAMS  BECKLEY  Cdeceased), 
j  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Southington, 
i  was  born  in  X^ew  Britain,  Fiartford  Co..  Conn.,  June 
\  8.  1828,  and  was  a  son  of  Moses  W.  and  Mary  \\. 
(Cornwall)   Beckley,  both  also  natives  of  Hart- 
ford county,  the  former  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Oct. 
7,  1791,  the  latter  in  New  Britain  July  12,  179S. 
In   3830  they  located  in  Southington.  where  the 
father   purchased  a  small   tract  of   land   on  the 
Meriden  road,  and  v/here  he  kept  a  harness  shop 
1  for  many  years.    He  died  Sept.  27,  1868.  His 
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chiKli-cu  were  Sarah,  wii'o  of  Francis  Lewis;  W'ill- 
iain,  who  iv.arrieii  Rebecca  Alayiiard;  Eunice,  wife 
of  John  Ci'  idlev ;  CaruHne,  wife  of  Edwin  Sian- 
iiaril ;  and  .Moses  W. 

(.)ur  su'iM'-'Ct  was  only  two  years  ('Id  when 
brouL;ht  liv  Ins  parents  to  Somliingion.  an.l  here  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  obtainins;'  liis  educ;'.- 
tion  in  the  jUilihc  schools  near  his  boyhood  home 
•  and  Lewis  Acadcni}'.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  lie 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Peck-Smith  L'o.,  and 
retained  his  connection  with  them  and  theii-  s'lc- 
cessors  in  busiiicss  up  lo  the  time  of  his  death. 
By  patient  and  faithfid  devotion  to  his  duties  he 
worked  b.is  way  upward  until  he  became  secretary, 
treasurer  and  one  of  the  directors  of  one  of  the 
largest  hardware  manufacturing  companies  in  the 
State,  and,  in  addition  to  supporting  his  parents 
in  their  declining  years  he  acquired  a  property  which 
to  oric  of  his  frugal  habits,  might  be  considered 
a  handsome  competence.  As  a  business  man  he 
was  laborious  and  careful,  and  gave  close  attention 
to  all  the  little  tletails  of  his  al'fairs.  While  treas- 
urer of  the  I'eck,  .Stow  Wilcox  Co.,  and  disburs- 
ing- from  SSo.ooo  to  Si 00,000  per  month,  his  cash 
account  always  balanced  correctly.  In  his  moral, 
intellectual  and  social  life,  he  manifested  the  same 
characteristic  carefulness.  Lie  was  never  a  talker, 
but  exceedingly  well  read,  and  his  criticisms  on 
men  and  pubhc  affairs  were  always  shrewd  and 
reaching,  ^ir.  Leckley  never  made  a  public  pro- 
fession of  religion,  yet  those  who  were  most  famil- 
iar with  him  would  be  surprised  at  the  freedom 
of  his  incidental  remarks  upon  religious  subjects, 
and  at  iiis  general  agreenient  witli  tlie  commonly 
received  tenets,  of  the  Evangelical  faith.  i'uliti- 
cally  he  v;as  identified  vcith  the  Democratic  party, 
and  socially  affiliated  with  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo. 
33,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Triune  Chapter,  Xo.  40,  R.  A. 
]\L  He  died  February  10,  1S75,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  wlio  knew  him. 

On  June  2,  1865,  Mr.  Beckley  married  ?^Iiss 
Elizabeth  Piatt,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and  Het- 
tie  Ann  (Thompson)  Piatt,  of  Southington,  and 
granddaughter  of  Gideon  and  Lydia  (Sperry  ) 
Piatt,  of  Middlebury.  By  this  union  four  children 
were  born  :  Grace  E. ;  Charles  W'. ;  Alice  L.,  wife  of 
Paul  C.  AWiodruff;  and  Bertha  T. 

DAXILL  r.LISH,  an  honored  and  respected 
resident  of  ^Marlboro,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  that  place,  is  a  worthy  de- 
scendant of  an  old  family. 

Mr.  Blish  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Abraham 
Blish,  tlie  first  of  the  name  in  this  country,  and  tlie 
first  account  we  iiave  of  him  is  in  Duxburv,  Mass., 
wliere,  in  Xovcmbcr,  1637.  he  bought  of  Richard 
More  a  house  and  tract  of  land  comijrising  twenty 
acres  and  known  as  the  "Eagle's  X'est."  Fie  re- 
moved to  Barnstable,  on  Cape  Cod,  soon  after  the 
town,  which  was  a  jjart  of  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
was  laid  off,  about  \('<\\.  becoming  one  of  its  first 
settlers,  and  there  died  Sept.  7.  1683.  resided 


1  ii:  the  western  part  of  the  town  known  as  "Great 
I  -Marches,"  and  the  homestead  there  was  owned  bv 
!  him  and  his  descendants  foi-  over  200  vears.  He 
j  was  a  man  of  !mpe)rtance  and  inlluence  in  the  town 
I  aicd  held  many  ofiices  of  trust,    liis  descendants  aie 
i  now  scattered  throu.ghout  the  United  States,  and 
tlie  famil\-  has  been  well  rei^resented  in  the  wars 
ol  this  country,  including  the  ke\  eilution,  the  French 
and  Indian  war  and  the  war  of  1812. 

Joseph  iJlish,  of  1  larn.stable,  Mass.,  son  of  Abra- 
ham, married  Anne  Hull,  daughter  of  Tristram 
Hull,  who_  was  fineil  several  times  for  harbioring 
Quakers  who  had  been  driven  out  of  the  towns  to- 
starve.  Rev.  Thomas  Hull,  father  of  Tri'^trp.ni 
Hull,  was  one  of  the  early  ministers  of  Barnstable 
and  v/as  silenced  as  a  preacher  because  he  pn:)- 
tested  against  the  treatment  which  the  Colonists 
gave  to  tlie  Quakers. 

Tristram  Blish,  son  of  Joseph.,  came  from  Barn- 
stable to  Connecticut  in  1725,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Colchester.  He  married  .\nne 
Fuller,  through  whom  our  subject  traces  his  die- 
scent  from  Edward  Fuller,  of  the  "Mayflower"  pil- 
grims. He  is  also  a  lineal  descendant  of  Dr.  }ilat- 
thew  Fuller,  who  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  his  time  in  Barnstable,  and  of  Rev.  John  Lath- 
rop,  the  first  minister  of  Barnstable,  who  is  still 
honored  in  the  town. 

David  Blish,  grandfather  of  Daniel  Blish,  was 
probably  the  first  of  the  name  in  Marlboro,  but  tlie 
authenticity  of  this  is  not  known.  He  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
where.  Daniel  Blish  now  resides,  and  which  was 
originally  part  of  the  town  of  Glastonbury,  ^larl- 
boro  having  been  formed  in  1803  from  the  towns 
of  Glastonbury,  Colchester  and  Hebron.  He  fol- 
lowed the  primitive  methods  of  farming  tjien  in 
use,  and  here  he  died,  liis  remains  being  buried  in 
^larlboro.  By  his  wife,  ]\lary,  he  had  eight  cliil-' 
dren,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: David,  Sept.  16,  1753;  Zeruiah,  June  3,  175S; 
Reliecca,  May  13,  1760;  Thomas,  Sept.  13,  i']()2: 
Chauncey,  Sept.  21,  1764;  Sarah,  April  10,  1767; 
Aaron,  Oct.  21,  1768;  and  Roger,  }day  23,  J 770. 

Roger  Blish,  the  youngest  of  the  above  men- 
tioned family,  was  the  father  of  Daniel  Blish.  He 
was  born  in  the  house  which  stood  opposite  cur 
subject's  present  home,  and  which  was  later  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  He  married  Miss  Demis  Hosford, 
a  native  of  Marlboro,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Hosford,  a  farmer  of  that  town.  He  died  in  De- 
cember, 1857,  preceded  by  b.is  wife,  wlio  died  in 
Februarv  of  the  same  year.  In  the  family  of  this 
vcorthv  coujile  were  the  following"  cliildren  :  Har- 
riet, born  July  7,  17Q5,  died  young;  ..Amelia,  born 
lune  14,  1797.  niarried  Henry  Brainard,  a  hotel- 
keeper  of  \Villimantic,  Conn. :  Prudence,  brjrn 
Ajiril  5,  1709.  niarried  Howell  Root,  a  farmer,  and 
lived  in  Marlboin  ;  Augustus,  born  .A.ug.  20,  iSc'i, 
married  Delight  Buell,  au'l  followed  farniii^g  in 
.Marlboro;  .AarfiU.,  born  Xov.  3,  1803,  married 
Eunice  Clark,  of  Salem,  and  followed  farming; 
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Chauiicov,  hovn  Dec.  4,  1807.  married  Esther  Slate, 
and  liveil  in  Marlboro;  Mary.  l)orn  Sept.  25.  iSio. 
married  Geor.QO  Taloott  Lord,  a  farmer  of  the  sair.e  | 
town:  Harriet  {3),  born  Aul;-.  q.  1S12.  married  j 
\\"illiam  Carrier,  who  Hved  in  Marlboro  until  after  j 
tlie  death  of  liis  wife,  and  then  removed  to  New  I 
York  Stale;  Zertnah,  born  July  i~,  1S14.  n.iarried  j 
Isaac  r.uelh  andi  lived  in  Marlboro;  and  D.'iniel.  om-  { 
subject,  completes  the  family.  The  fatlier  was  a  ! 
member  of  the  C(Migregational  Church,  and  was  one  1 
of  the  substaiuial  citizens  of  the  town  in  his  da^-.  I 
In  political  sentiment  he  v,as  a  W  lii.Q.  <iiid  he  was  i 
quite  preeminent  in  public  affairs,  servin.g  as  member  | 
of  the  Legislature  and  in  various  minor  offices. 

Dam'el  ijlish  was  born  Oct.  2S.  1S17,  on  the 
farm  he  now  c>ccupies.  and  during"  his  bovhood  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  amono-  his  teach- 
ers being-  Chauncey  Root,  Buckley  Ilollister.  a  Mr.  j 
Jones  and  David  Phelps.    His  entire  life  has  been  i 
spent  on  the  old  homestead  with  the  exception  of 
eight  montb.s  he  passed  in  W'illimantic.  engaged 
in  teaming  bctv.'een  that  ])lace  and  X'orwich  when  j 
the  two  towns  were  co;nparativelv  small  and  before  '' 
the  railroads  were  built.    At  the  time  he  was  about  i 
twenty-six  years  of  age.    He  then  returned  home,  | 
and  as  his  father  was  growing  old  and  in  poor  | 
health  lie  managed  the  farm  for  him.    During  his  \ 
earlier  years  b.e  also  did  general  teaming.    After  his  | 
father's  death  he  took  complete  charge  of  the  place,  ■ 
and  in  its  operation  has  met  with  marked  success,  j 
The  place  no\\-  comprises  some  200  acres.  j 

On  Sept.   17.   1S56,  yiv.   Blish  was  united  in  1 
marriage  with  ^liss  Fanny  Maria  Howe,  who  was  j 
born  in  Glaston.bury  July  29.  1S27.  a  daugl:ter  of  t 
Elislia  and  Fanny  (Arnold)  Howe,  the  father  a  ! 
native  of  Glastonbury,  the  mother  of  East  Hart-  : 
ford.    Elisha  Howe  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  j 
owned  and  operated  a  farm.    He  died  in  1S59.  a 
faithful  member  of  th.e  Congreearional  Churcli.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  \\'hig  partv. 
Of  h'is  familv  of  four  children — one  son  and  three 
daughter.s — Fannv  r\Jaria  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject.     Eliza   T.  ar.d  ^Larv  Ann  are  deceased. 
Henry         who  died  May  10,  1900,  worked  at  the 
cooper's  trade  during  his  younger  days,  but  made 
farming  his  life  work:  he  married  Sophia  lilidwell, 
of  Manchester. 

'i"o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Blish  were  born  four 
children:  Frank  Hosford,  born  Aug.  9.  1857,  mar- 
ried Nellie  Cunningham,  of  Halifax.  .\.  S.,  an?!  lives 
in  Marlboro.  Lizzie  Howe  died  ^■oung.  Fannie 
Arnold  is  at  home.  Frederick  Thomas  married 
Edna  Hollister.  of  Mancheste'-.  and  has  one  child. 
Frederick  T.,  born  Oct.  i,  1898:  he  is  now  ep.gaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Manclicster. 

Politically  Mr.  Blish  was  originally  a  \\'hig  and 
is  now  a  stanch  Reyiublican,  but  has  been  too  busily 
eng-aged  in  agricultural  i)ur:iuits  to  c;.re  for  politi- 
cal honors,  and  has  had  very  little  to  do  with  politics, 
though  he  has  consented  to  hold  a  few  town  offices 
and  has  served  in  the  State  Legislature.  I'pr^ght 
and  honorable  in  an  the  relations  of  life,  he  has 


met  with  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors,  and 
has  reared  a  family  who,  like  their  parents,  co:n- 
map.d  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 
Like  his  forefatiiers  he  has  been  a  faithful  attendant 
of  the  Congregation;d  Church. 

HOX.  KYRAX  O'XEILL,  a  highly-esteemed 
resident  of  r)road  Brook,  is  a  self-made  man  whose 
inili'.siry,  th.rift  and  sound  judgment  do  credit  to 
his  race. 

yir.  O'Xeill  was  born  in  A].ril,  1832,  in  Jolm- 
stown,  C<.)imtv  Jvilkenny,  Ireland,  where  his  people 
have  liail  their  home  for  many  years.  His  parents, 
John  and  Elizaiieih  (Henderson.)  O'Xeill,  had  a 
famih'  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  became  resi- 
dents of  the  I'nited  States.  John,  the  eldest,  came 
to  titis  country  in  1848,  and  died  in  Rockville, 
Conn.,  in  1851  ;  K\ran  and  Julia  cainc  to  America 
in  1850.  The  father  died  in  1840,  and  in  1S52  the 
mother  and  tlnee  of  the  children — James  (a  resi- 
dent of  W'indsorvilleC  3.1artin  and  Andrew  (both 
now  deceased; — came  to  America,  settling  in  \\'ind- 
sorvilie.  Conn.  ]\Irs.  O'Xeill  died  at  Broad  Brook, 
April  25,  1 888. 

L'nti!  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  our  sub- 
ject remained  at  the  old  home,  but  m  l^50  he  came 
to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel,  landing  at  X'ew 
York  Citv  after  a  voyage  which  would  seem  long 
and  tedious  in  comparison  with  the  speedy  trips 
now  made  in  the  great  ocean  liners.  For  some 
time  he  resided  in  Rockville,  Conn.,  being  employed 
in  what  is  now  the  Florence  Woolen  3.1ills,  and  in 
1853  he  settled  at  Broad  Broo'K.  For  four  and 
one-half  years  he  worked  as  a  spinner  in  the  Broad 
Brook  mills,  and  then  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness in  that  village,  continuing  thus  imtil  1S61. 
The  next  five  years  he  was  in  the  hotel  lousiness  in 
Brooklyn,  X.  and  on  his  return  to  Broad  Brook 
resunied  that  business,  wdiich  he  carried  on  success- 
fully for  many  years.  He  also  engaged  in  the  to- 
bacco industry,  both  as  grower  and  buyerj  and  he 
has  owned  and  cultivated  different  farms  in  his 
vicinity.  At  times  he  has  been  interested  exten- 
sively in  real  estate,  some  of  his  farms  having  proved 
profitable  investments  wdien  judiciouslv  disposed  of, 
but  at  present  he  is  living  in  retirement.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  strong  Democrat,  atid  in  1879  ^'^^  ^^'^^ 
elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  State  Legislature,  In 
I  religious  faith  he  is  a  Catholic,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
I  ily  are  leading  members  of  the  church  at  Broad 
I  Brook. 

i  In  1861  Mr.  O'Xeill  married  r^Iiss  ]Mary  Shau- 
I  nessy,  who  died  in  ]May,  1879,  and  of  their  five 
I  children  none  lived  to  maturity.  In  January,  18S5, 
j  he  married  ]Miss  2\Iaggie  E.  Coleman,  and  three 
i  children  have  l:)lessed  the  union :  Julia,  William 
j  (deceased)  and  ^.laggie. 

I  HrjX.  JOHN  A.  REE\'E.  Burlinoton  Probate 
I  Judge  and  Town  Clerk,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven, 
j  Conn.,  July  20,  1859. 

Mr.  Reeve's  father,  William  P.  Reeve,  was  a 
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native  of  Linton,  Cambrid,i;osliii"c.  F-n;^l;uui,  whore 
ho  roooi\  cil  :\\\  oxcollont  oduoation.  and  also  learned 
tho  trade  ol"  milkr.  lie  followed  the  same  in  his 
native  laiul,  and  al<o  engaged  in  bookkeejMni::  Ih.ere. 
He  was  married  there  to  Jane  Frances  Bocock.  a 
native  of  Upend,  Cambridgeshire,  and  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Jiocock.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Catliolic  Church,  with  which  her  Inr-band  afterward 
united,  though  iii  early  life  he  was  connected  with 
the  Church  of  ]-~ngland.  In  185(1,  willi  their  fain 
ily.  they  came  to  the  United  States,  rmd  hrst  lo- 
cated at  W  illiamsburg,  r>rookl\  n,  X.  Y..  where  tJie 
father  found  employment.  From  there  thcv  re- 
.  moved  to  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  w  here  he  worked  at 
his  trade  in  the  mills,  and  he  was  later  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  in  ^liddletown  for  six  rears. 
In  1866  he  located  in  Xew  Britain,  wdiere  he  was 
also  engaged  in  milling  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
relm-ned  to  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  lived  for  three 
years.  During  the  following  three  and  one-half 
years  he  was  engaged  in  bookkeeping  in  Xew  r.rit- 
ain,  and  in  1S73  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  twenty-seven  acres  of  land,  known 
as  tbiC  Elton  farm.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1S7S.  2\Ir.  Reeve  was  a  consistent  UKin- 
ber  of  thic  Catholic  Church,  and  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  never  an  ofiice  seeker.  The  wife  and  mother 
was  tenderly  cared  for  by  our  subject  until  she, 
too,  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  in  1S95.  She  was 
a  devciut  Catholic,  and  a  devoted  wife  and  motlier. 
The  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  at  Collinsville.  In  their  familv  were  six 
children  :  William,  a  machinist  of  Hartford,  who 
died  Dec.  23,  1899;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Thomas,  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Samuel, 
a  resident  of  Burlington,  Conn. ;  ]\Iarv  Jane,  who 
died  young;  and  John  A.  All  were  born  in  Eng- 
land with  the  exception  of  our  subject. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  A.  Reeve 
was  a  student  in  tlie  schools  of  Xew  Flaven  and 
^Middlet'jwn,  and  also  attended  the  high  school  of 
Xew  Britain.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Bur- 
lington, and  after  his  father's  death  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  to  wdiich  he  has  added  until  he 
now  has  a  valuable  and  well-improved  place  of 
150  acres.  He  also  has  a  large  tract  of  timber 
land,  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  lumbering,  gen- 
eral farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying.  Fie  has 
made  many  improvements  wdrich  add  greatly  to  the 
value  and  attractive  appearance  of  his  place. 

In  1894,  in  the  Collinsville  Catholic  Church,  Islr. 
Reeve  was  married  by  Father  Quinn  to  IMiss  Annie 
Lovett,  a  native  of  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Lovett.  She  is  a  lady  of  refinement, 
a  graduate  of  W'illimantic  (Conn.)  State  Xormal 
School,  and  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Catholic 
Churcli,  to  which  Mr.  Reeve  also  belongs.  They 
have  tliree  ch.ildren,  Arthur  John,  Henry  Francis 
and  Edward  Hermon. 

;Mr.  Reeve  is  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Demo- 


cratic jiarty  in  his  comnuuiity,  and  on  his  party 
ticket  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1887, 
which  position  he  filled  in  a  p.K^st  creditable  and 
acce])table  mamit-r.  He  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
town  of  Burlington  in  i88j.  and  in  that  capacity 
has  served  the  peuide  faithfully  and  wcW  for  eight- 
een }-tars.  He  has  also  been  Frobate  Judge  since 
i8cLi.  and  has  been  tax  collector,  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  relief.  He  is  a  wdiole-souled,  genial 
^■entleman,  poindar  with  all  classes,  and  has  proved 
a  most  ctlicient  and  trustworthy  official. 

A-MASA  LOU.MIS  (deceased).  Xo  better  test 
of  personal  merit  can  be  foimd  than  that  of  dailv 
life,  and  when  }'ears  of  business  dealings  have  leit 
a  man  the  full  respect  of  Ifis  fellow  citizens  one 
may  conclude  that  he  has  shown  himself  worthy 
of  their  approbation.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
late  a  venerable  resident  of  Simsbury,  was  a  man 
n;ost  esteemed  wliere  best  known,  his  firmness  in 
"holding  to  the  rigiit  as  l.e  sees  it  conur.ancinig  the 
confitlence  of  even  opponents. 

2\Ir.  Loomis  was  born  June  14,  1821,  at  Salem, 
Xew  London  Co.,  Conn.,  a  descendant  of  a  well- 
known  pioneer  family  of  Windsor,  of  whom  an 
account  is  given  elsewhere.  A  first  cousm.  Col. 
Francis  Loomis,  was  once  lieutenant-governor  of 
Connecticut,  and  another  cousin,  Frof.  Euas  Loomis, 
is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Yale  College.  Fiis 
grandfather,  John  Loomis,  married  a  Zuiss  Harris, 
and  resided  m  W  indsor. 

Liuy  Loomis,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Salem,  where  he  died,  Xov.  25, 
J 857.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Abigail 
Chapman,  lived  to  the  ad^'anced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  her  death  occurring  m  1S60.  Our 
subject  was  the  }"ouiigest  of  a  famil}-  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  now  deceased :  Abigail  married  Col. 
Frank  Jones,  and  died  in  Salem  ;  Alfred  went  to 
California  in  early  manhood,  but  returned  to-  Con- 
necticut, and  lived  to  old  age ;  Sophia  married 
Hannltcn  Chaj.iman,  and  died  in  Xorwich,  Conn. ; 
Xelson,  who  died  in  Philadelplna  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four,  retired  from  business  at  thirty-three, 
with  a  large  fortune,  and  for  many  years  was  prom- 
inent in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  elder 
for  thirty  years;  hdijah,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  Salem. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  near  by.  Fie  then  entered 
the  employ  of  his  brother  X'elson,  wdio  was  a  pub- 
lisher and  jobber  of  books,  and  carried  on  business 
extensively  through  agents  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  for  several  years  our  subject  delivered 
and  collected  for  the  firm,  handling  large  amounts 
of  money,  and  traveling  over  much  of  the  country. 
On  Jan.  5,  1845,  he  was  married,  in  East  Lyme, 
Conn.,  to  3>Jiss  Xancy  D.  Chajjpel!,  wlto  was  born 
A.ug.  17,  1822,  daughter  of  L)aniel  and  Hannah. 
(Loomis)  Chappell,  of  East  Lyme.    They  located 
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i!)  "^ak-!!!,  h\\\  as  liis  Imsinoss  then  called  him  awav 
frciiu  home  they  uii!  not        to  liousekccpinc;-  nntil 
ten  years  alter  niarria<;e.    Later  .Mr.  Loomis  gave 
lip  iravelinj^-,  Ik.h^Iu  a  farm  r.t  Salem,  and  in  1866 
he  Sold  ont  and  remened  to  Tari U'ville,  wliore  he 
cn^ayed  in  the  tohaeeo  l)usine>s,  huvinq  cxtensivelv, 
and.  alMi  sr^wi"?:  the  weed.    At  different  times 
he  was  associated   with  liis  hroiher-in-law.  .Xricl 
Mitclicison,  hut  alter  a  time  he  ahandr)ned  the  to- 
bacco business,  simply  because  conscien.cc  v.ould 
noi  permit  him  to  continue  in  a  line  of  work  which 
l)ro<lneed   sueh   had   effects  on   the  \uung-.  For 
some  years  he  followed  mercamile  business,  being 
one  of  the  best  known  merchants  of  Tariffville,  but 
in  aljont  iSyO  he  sold  out  and  retired.    He  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  competence,  his  securities  be- 
ing regarded  as  "gilt-edged."  and  owned  several 
vah.ialile  properties  in  Tariitville.    He  was  one  of 
the  first  depositors  with  the  Hartford  Trust  Co., 
and  ever  after  continued  to  transact  business  througli 
them.    In  all  his  dealings  he  made  it  a  rule  to  pay 
cash,  nut  a  penny  of  indebtedness  being  held  against 
liim.  and  his  success  reflected  the  more  credit  upon 
him  wh.en  it  is  remembered  that  he  started  in  life 
practically  without  capita!.    Until  recent  years  he 
enjoyed  excellent  health,  and  his  jovial  disposition 
not  only  enabled  him  to  get  the  best  of  life  as  he 
went  along,  but  brought  pleasure  to  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.    Politically  he  was  a  Republican  lor 
manv  years,  but  became  a  Prohibitionist  from  prin- 
ciple.   Although  he  ncared  his  eightieth  milestone, 
passing  away  July  23,  1900,  one  dollar  would  cover 
the  entire  liquor  bill  of  his  life.    He  was  promi- 
nent in  religious  work  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Salem,  to  which  his  widow 
also  belongs,  and  for  more  than  half  a  century  of 
happy  wedded  life  they  maintained  consistent  Chris- 
tian lives.    Of  their  two  children,  fi)  Ida  Salina, 
born   March  20,   1852,  married   Samuel  Penfield 
PioUes,  of  Hartford,  and  died  July  5,  1878.  Her 
only  child.  George  L.,  born  June  25,  1878,  died 
wdien  ten  months  old.    (2)  Joel  O.,  born  April  24, 
1854.  is  a  druggist  in  Plartford.    He  married  ■Miss 
Xcllie  R.  Coe,  of  Tariffville,  and  has  three  children.  I 
all  !  ivmg,  Ida  C,  now  !Mrs.  Frederick  Davis,  of  ! 
Xew  Haven;.  Katie;  and  Xcllie  !M.    Ida  C.  has  I 
two^  children,  Ruth  Loomis  and  liarold  Coe,  our  j 
suljject's  great-grandchildren. 

HOX.  ^lATTIIEW  C.  WOODFORD.  Promi-  ; 
nent  among  the  enterprising  business  men  of  Union- 
ville  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  has  for  j 
several  years  successfully  conducted  a  general  store  I 
at:  that  place.    The  prosperity  that  has  come  to  | 
him  is  certainly  well-merited,  as  in  him  are  em-  1 
braced  the  characteristics  of  unbending  integrity, 
unabated    energy   and    industry  that  never  flags. 
He  is  also  puljlic-spirited,  and  thoroughly  interested 
in  wdiatever  tends  to  ])romote  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  material  welfare  of  his  town  and  county. 
■Mr.  Woodford  is  a  native  of  Hartford  countv, 


horn  in  Purlington  -Aug.  5,  1S37,  and  is  a  son  of 
CorydiMi  Woodford,  and  grandson  of  John  ^\'ood- 
ford.  both  natives  of  Avon.  The  latter  was  fa- 
miliarly known  as  .Major  W  oodford,  i  le  married 
Ilclinda  liarl.  a  daughter  oi  i'eacon  .Ard  Han,  uf 
Purlingti_ui,  a)id  had  four  cliildren:  Corydon,  Or- 
son, Antoinette  and  John,  all  now  deceased.  'Idie 
father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  of  2\Iajor 
\\  oodford  bore  the  name  of  John.  Corydon  Wood- 
ford was  reared  in  West  .Vvoii,  and  there  attended 
scliool.  Lie  ^vas  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  car- 
ried on  mercantde  pursuits  for  twenty-live  year.s 
in  Collinsville  and  .Avon,  while  he  also  served  as 
postmaster  at  West  -\\"on  for  hfteen  years.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  on  his 
party  ticket  was  elected  selectman  and  assessor  of 
his  to\vn.  Religiouslv  lie  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  married  2\iiss 
Sylvia  Woudrult,  a  daughter  of  .Maiison  Wood- 
ruff. She  died  in  1889,  and  he  in  1887,  in  L'liion- 
ville. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject,  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  Collinsville,  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  high  school  of  tr:at  place, 
and  later  he  graduated  from  the  Xew  Britain  .\or- 
nial  school.  .At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced 
teaching,  and  for  si.x  years  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion almost  e-xciusivcly  to  that  profession,  being 
principal  of  tlie  high  school  at  East  Hampton.  He 
also  taught  in  Xewiugton,,  Burlington  and  Avon, 
Conn. :  since  then  he  lias  taught  twelve  or  fifteen 
terms  of  winter  school. 

On  June  9,  1861,  Mr.  Woodford  pttrchased  a 
store  in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  which  he  conducted 
for  five  years,  and  was  acting  schoul  visitor  there, 
while  he  filled  the  same  ofiice  in  Avon  for  ten 
years.  In  Harwinton  he  married  IMiss  Helen  M. 
Beach,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  -Moses  Beach,  judge  of 
probate.  In  1866  he  rettirned  to  -Avon,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  some  years,  and  for  twelve  years  he  car- 
ried on  a  st^re  in  W.'est  -Avon.  In  1889  he  be:ame 
connected  with  the  L'pson  Xut  Co.,  in  Avhose  office 
he  remained  for  two  years,  and  in  1891  he  opened 
the  general  store  at  Unionville,  which  he  eon- 
ducted  with  marked  success,  having  by  fair  and 
honorable  dealing  built  up  a  good  trade,  until 
March  28,  1899.  when  he  was  succeeded ,  by  Ed- 
ward T.  Thompson.  ]Mr.  Woodford  is  receiver  for 
the  Upson  &  Hart  Co.,  of  Unionville,  manufactur- 
ers of  cutlery  and  hardware.  In  business  circles 
he  stands  high,  and  is  also  qttitc  tjrominent  in  ])ub- 
lic  afl'airs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1SO7;  has  been  selectman  for  three  or 
tViur  years  since  that  time;  was  town  clerk  in 
1SG9  and  1870,  and  judge  of  probate  for  ten  years, 
in  all  of  wdtich  positions  he  served  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. Religiously  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  treasurer  of  the  So- 
ciety. 
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\\V.Wi\'  >s\\^WL\  ri'lASr:  (deceased),  who  in 
his  hi'eiiuK'  w  as  a  \vi'lhkn(_>\\  n  kmiber  dealer  of 
ThomiiSi'iiviUe,  was  for  a  third  of  a  century  proiiii- 
ni-iulv  ideiititievl  willi  llic  business  iuleresls  of  that 
place.  Eperg\-,  close  ai)i"'licatio!i,  perseverance  and 
g'ood  nian<iL;'enieiU — these  are  the  elements  that  en- 
tered into  his  business  career  and  crowned  his  efforts 
tvith  pros]icrity. 

Mr.  I'ease  was  horn  in  tlie  town  (j1  h'nfield, 
Nov.  27,  1847.  and  was  of  the  eighth  generation 
from  Robert  and  Marie  Pease,  the  progenitors  of 
the  familv  in  Salem,  ]\lass.,  and  EnfieUl  inwn.  Rob- 
ert Pease  is  supposed  to  have  Ijeen  a  son  of  Robert 
and  INlargaret  Pease,  of  Great  I'addow,  County  of 
Essex,  Englanvl.  He  saileil  from  the  port  of  l])S- 
wicli,  England,  in  the  ship  "h'rancis.'"  in  Ai)ril, 
1634,  an,d  landed  at  B.»sio::.  lie  located  in  Salem, 
I\[ass.,  where  he.  died  in  1644.  His  son,  John 
P'easc,  was  born  in  England  in  Pi^O-  •'i''^'  came  with 
the  family  to  the  Xew  ^\'orld  in  l'')34-  hrst 
married  Marv  Goodell,  daughter  of  Robert  Goodell, 
of  Salem,  >.Pass..  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded 
Ann  Cummings,  daughter  of  Isaac  Cummings,  of 
Topsfield,  ^Nlass.  He  settled  as  a  yeoman  in  that 
part  of  Salem  known  as  Xorthireld,  and  his  name 
is  found  frequently  in  the  Essex  county  and  Salem 
reccrds  as  grantee,  grantor  or  witness  to  deeds, 
overseer  of  mills,  constable,  etc.  About  1682  he 
became  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Entield,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  died  suddenly  July  8, 
16S9.  His  son,  Deacon  Isaac  I'ease,  was  born  in 
Salem,  July  15,  1672,  and  was  married  in  1691  to 
Mindwell  Osborn.  Tliey  located  in  the  northeast- 
ern part  of  Enfield  town,  where  he  appears  to  have 
been  an  extensive  land  holder,  and  he  was  also 
among  the  first  to  hold  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  in  the  town.  He  died  June 
9,  1731.  Ezekiel  Pease,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in 
Enfield  June  20,  1710,  and  on  reaching  man's  es- 
tate married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Henry  Chandler, 
an  early  settler  of  Enfield.  By  occupation  Ezekiel 
Pease  was  a  tailor  and  school  teacher,  and  for  fif- 
teen years  he  served  as  town  clerk,  being  known 
bv  the  title  of  IMaster  Pease  or  Clerk  Pease.  He 
made  his  home  in  the  eastern  part  of  Enfield  town, 
where  he  died  in  1799.  His  son,  Isaac  Pease,  was 
born  in  that  town  Jan.  7,  1752,  and  first  married 
Submit  Spencer,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Spencer,  of 
Somers.  His  second  v/ife  was  ]\Irs,  Rachel 
(Brooks)  Williams.  Pie  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Enfield  town,  at  Scitico,  and  there  died  in 
1820.  His  son,  Isaac  Pease,  the  grandfather  of 
our  suljject,  was  Ijorn  in.  Enfield  town  r^Iarch  27, 
1778,  and  was  a  clothier  by  trade.  In  early  life 
he  removed  to  Long  Meadow,  Mass.,  but  later  re- 
turned to  Enfield,  where  he  departed  this  life  Xov. 
I,  1836.  His  wife.  Elizabeth,  was  a  daughter  of 
Col.  Asaph  Terry,  of  Enfield. 

Theodore  Pease,  our  subject's  father,  was  l;orn 
at  East  Long  ^leadow,  ^lass.,  Jan.  22,  1815,  and 
in  early  manhood  went  to  Somers,  but  shortly  after- 


ward came  to  Enfield,  where  fur  man.y  vears  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tinware,  and  also 
(halt  in  stove.-,  sending  peddlers  out  over  the  county. 
Prior  to  ilifs  time  he  had  been  interested  in  the  gro- 
cery business,  and  also  in  the  clijthing,  boot  and 
shoe  trade,  and  later  gave  his  attention  to  the  lum- 
ber business.  He  met  with  a  fair  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  his  undertakings,  and  had  the  confidence 
and  respect  (tf  his  business  associates  and  fellow 
citizens.  He  died  in  Thompsonville,  Jan.  4,  1892. 
His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subiect,  was  l^va- 
line  Killain,  of  Enfield,  and  after  her  death  he  wed- 
ded Julia  E.  Steele. 

Hem-y  .S.  Pease,  wh.ose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  the  fifth  child  and  second  son  in  the 
family  of  six  children  born  of  his  father's  first 
imion,  and  always  made  his  iiome  in  the  town  of 
Enfiild.  He  received  a  good  public-school  and 
academic  education,  and  began  his  business  career 
al)Out  iS(.)6  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  T.  Pease  &: 
Sons,  the  partnership  existing  up  to  tlie  formation 
of  the  T.  Pease  &  Son  Company.  On  the  deatli  of 
the  father,  in  1892,  the  business  was  divided,  but 
two  years  later  our  subject  again  embarked  in  the 
lumber  trade,  which  he  continued  to  carry  on  with 
good  success. 

In  18G9  Henry  S.  Pease  was  united  in  marriage 
with  .Miss  Carrie  S.  \'an  Horn,  a  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester \'an  Horn,  of  Thoinpsonville.  Axlthough 
not  a  member  of  any  religious  denomination  2\lr. 
Pease  attended  the  I'niversalist  Church,  anrl  gave 
to  the  support  of  all ;  socially  he  was  a  Master 
Mason,  politically  a  Republican.  His  life  was  such 
as  to  warrant  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  busi- 
ness world,  for  he  ever  conducted  all  transactions 
on  the  strictest  principles  of  honor  and  integrity, 
liis  devotion  to  the  public  good  remains  unques- 
tioned, and  arose  from  a  sincere  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow  men.  He  passed  from  earth 
July  12,  1900. 

AMOX  BRADLEY,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
jjrominent  citizens  of  Southington,  was  born  in  that 
town  Eeb.  20,  1812,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Bradley,  of  Branford,  Cr/P.n. 
The  name  of  Isaac  ] Cradle v  first  appears  on  the 
]5ranford  records  in  1674,  where  he  is  mentioned 
as  a  "sojourner  at  Xew  Plaven,"  and  the  town 
granted  him  a  house  lot  of  two  acres  at  Canoe 
Brook.  In  1683  he  removed  to  East  Plaven,  where 
he  died  Jan.  12,  1713,  aged  sixtv-two  years,  and- 
his  wife  died  Jan.  3,  1713,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

Samuel  Brarliev,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in  1686, 
and  v.-as  married.  Jan.  17,  1715,  to  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Robinson,  of  East  Haven. 

Daniel  Bradley,  son  of  Samuel,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  married,  Xov.  28,  1751. 
to  Sarah  Judd,  daugb.ter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Hollister )  jufld,  of  Cilastonbury.  .She  died  Nov. 
19,  17^14,  after  giving  birlh  to  her  sixth,  child,  ilic 
father  c;f  our  subject,  by  reas'ju  of  wliieli  he  was 
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called  Ichabod.  In  1774  these  cliildron  became 
heirs  to  a  larije  property  from  the  ^grandfather, 
Ijenjaiiiin  iiuM.  iJaniel  liradley  was  a.^ain  married, 
Feb.  IJ,  his  second  union  beinq-  with  Meliit- 

abel  i!eminL;way,  of  Fast  Haven.  Jle  Hved  in 
Fast  1  laven  until  wlien  he  rennned  to  Soulh- 

ington,  where  he  subsequently  purehasi.d  a  !arL;e 
farm,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1798,  when 
he  removed  to  I  ,itehrield. 

Jchahod  Llradley,  fatiier  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Fast  Haven  Xov.  to,  17^14.  and  \va^  married. 
Xov.  27.  1788,  to  r^liss  AlMgail  Moore.  The  founder 
of  the  Moore  family  in  the  Xew  W  orld  was  Deacon 
John  Moore,  who  settled  in  Dorchester,  Alass.,  in 
1630,  and  removed  10  Windsor,  Conn.,  with  tlie 
first  settlers,  about  I'^j^-  -^^^  freqnentl}'  served  as 
juror,  and  was  tiepnty  to  the  General  Court  from 
\\'indsor  in  li'()2.  1665,  1667  and  1674.  He  lived 
in  that  part  of  Windsor  now  known  as  Simsburv. 
and  died  Sept.  18,  1677.  His  son.  John  ]\Ioore,  was 
born  in  ^^'indsor  Dec.  5.  1645,  and  died  there.  On 
Sept.  Ji,  i<'''i4.  he  married  Hannah  Goffe,  who  died 
April  4,  i'Kj7,  and  on  Dec.  17,  1701,  he  married 
IVlartha  l^'arnsworth.  His  son,  John  Moore,  was 
born  in  \\  indsor  Tune  26.  1665,  and  married  Abi- 
gail Strong'.  Idieir  son,  John,  the  s^randfather  of 
]Mrs.  Ichabod  Bradlev,  was  born  iMarch  21,  1694, 
and  died  at  Lake  George,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  175S. 
On  Dec.  2.  1724,  he  married  Abigail  Stough.ton,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Edwards) 
Sioughton  :  the  latter  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  Timothy 
Edwards,  the  fatiier  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Jonathan 
Edwards.  Roswell  ^loore,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley, was  born  in  East  W'indsor  IMav  17,  1728,  and 
located  in  that  part  of  Earmington  now  known  as 
Southington,  June  30,  1775.  He  married  Desire 
Dunham,  daughter  of  Gideon  Dunham,  formerly 
of  Martha's  Mnevard.  He  died  Dec.  13,  1794.  In 
1779  Ichabod  Bradley  came  with  his  father  to  South- 
ington. where  he  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
tliroughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Oct. 
13,  1832,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  April 
1,  1832.  aged  sixty-three.  Their  children  were 
Polly,  wife  of  Benjamin  Andrews;  Wyllys,  who 
married  Fanny  Stedman :  Roswell,  who  married 
Julia  Xewell ;  William,  who  married  Sarah  Gilbert : 
Diadamia.  wife  of  Julius  Hart;  Hial,  who  married 
Eliza  Gilbert :  Charles,  who  married  Delia  Sted- 
man;  and  Anion,  our  subject,  who  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  familv. 

Amon  Bradley  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  and  academic  edur 
cation.  He  continued  to  work  upon  the  old  home- 
stead until  his  twentieth  year,  ar.d  then  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  in  Southington  for  about 
two  years,  after  which  he  spent  two  winters  in  the 
South,  traveling  as  a  peddler  of  dry  goods  and 
Yankee  notions  through  \'irginia  and'Xortb.  Caro- 
lina. In  183;  he  again  embarked  in  general  mer- 
chandising, and  continued  in  that  business  until 
1866,  for  some  years  having  I\Ierritt  N.  Wood- 
ruff as  a  partner,  the  firm  name  being  Amon  Brad- 
le}^  &  Co.    Mr.  Bradley  has  represented  the  yEtna 


I'ire  Insurance  Co.  in  .SouthingKMi  for  over  fi^rtv 
\ears.  and  there  are  few  enterprises  in  the  'kwvp. 
'that  he  is  not  interest. tl  in,  but  ^ince  his  retire- 
ment from  merchandising,  in  i8(i(.).  he  has  given 
Iiis  pjrincipal  at;ention  to  his  real  estate  intere>ls. 
He  has  acquired  a  handsome  j)roperty  throuj;h 
economy,  thrift  and  i)erNeverance,  and  has  become 
one  of  the  prosperous  and  sulistantial  citizens  C)f  the 
connnunity. 

On  (Jet.  9.  1836,  yiv.  Bradlev  married  ?\liss 
.Syh'ia  Barnes,  of  .Soutliington,  antl  to  them  were 
born  three  children:  b'ranklin  1!.;  Alice  B.,  de- 
ceased wih.>  of  Xorman  A.  I'arnes  ;  and  Emtna  M., 
wife  of  lulwanl  S.  Yeomans.  Truman  luirnes, 
Mrs.  Bradlev's  fatlier,  was  born  April  23,  1783, 
and  was  a  ])rominent  farmer  of  Southington.  He 
was  married.  Jan.  3,  1805.  to  Lowlv  Barrett,  a 
daughter  of  AX'illiam  antl  Ruth  (Coggswell)  l]ar- 
reit.  His  father,  Jonathan  ilarnes,  was  born  Feb. 
2,  1731,  and  was  married,  Aug.  4,  17^7,  to  Eliza- 
lieth  Woodrtm,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah 
( ?vIacon )  Woodruff,  of  Southington.  Jonathan 
Barnes  lived  on  East  street  for  some  time,  but  later 
removed  to  Kensington  road.  His  parents  were 
Stephen  and  ^Martha  (Wheadon)  Barnes,  of  Bran- 
ford,  who  at  an  carlv  day  removed  to  Southington, 
wliCre  he  died  ^^larch  27.  1777.  and  his  wife  March 

^773'  she  being  the  hrst  one  interred  in  Plants- 
ville  cemetery.  Stephen  Barnes  was  a  son  of 
Stephen  and  Mary  Barnes, earlv  settlers  of  Pjranford, 
Conn.,  formerlv  of  Long  Island. 

There  are  few  men  in  Southington  that  have 
done  more  for  its  coinmercial  interests  and  its 
growth  and  development  than  I\ir.  Bradley.  Wdien 
the  Lewis  Academy  was  erected  lie  was  one  of 
the  building  committee,  and  by  Ids  zeal  and  enter- 
prise he.  with  others,  promoted  the  carse  and  se- 
cured the  charter  of  the  Southington  Savings  Bank, 
of  whose  first  board  of  directors  he  was  a  member, 
having  continued  as  such  to  the  present  time.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat, 
lie  was  postmaster  of  Southington  for  twelve  years, 
and  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1863,  1864  and  1866.  He  is  the  oldest  living 
Freemason  in  the  place,  having  joined  Friendship 
Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  Z*.!.,  of  Southington.  about 
1850.  and  he  is  honored  and  respected  wherever 
known. 

HOX.  A^IOS  DOW^N  BRIDGE,  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen  of  Enfield,  and  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Hazardville,  has  shov;n 
in  his  successful  career  that  he  has  the  ability  to 
plan  wisely  and  execute  with  energy,  a  combina- 
tion which,  when  possessed  by  men  in  any  walk 
of  life,  never  fails  to  effect  notable  results. 

'Mr.  Bridge  was  born  in  Milton.  Countj^  of  Kent, 
England.  Aug.  27,  1838,  a  son  of  John  and  ]Mary 
(  Prickctt)  Bridge,  who  came  to  America  in  1S42 
and  located  in  Enfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.  The 
father  was  employed  as  a  packer  at  the  Hazard 
Powder  Mills  about  three  years,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing four  years  was  engaged  in  the  fish  and 
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yca-^i  business  in  Tlionipsi.'n\  ille.  About  1S50  he. 
ercotod  tb.e  sloro  in  i la/ardviHc  now  occupied  by 
H.  C  Allen,  and  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
there  until  1870,  when  h.e  retired  irc^iii  active  lousi- 
ness to  eiii'jy  a  well-earned  rest.  JJe  was  born 
July  3.  iSo!j.  and  died  Ajiril  21.  1S73,  while  his 
wife  was  born  Sej't.  10,  180J.  and  died  Jan.  15. 
1871.  CU"  the  nnie  children  born  to  them,  seven 
reached  years  of  maturity:  Gcoige ;  John  W. ; 
Ruth,  wife  of  Rev.  Henry  D.  Adams  ;  Amos  D. ; 
Epliraini;  Ehenezer ;  and  Stephen. 

Oiu-  ^ubject  was  reared  in  iZnheld,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  at  SutTicld.  He  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  serving  in  that 
capacity  four  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ 
of  tlie  Hazard  Powder  Co..  as  office. boy,  and  worked 
his  way  stea;lily  upward  imtil  he  became  chief  clerk 
for  lliat  corporation,  with  wdiich  he  remained  for 
eighteen  years.  In  1875  'i'-'  embarked  in  the  manu- 
factm-e  of  keys  for  the  same  compan\-.  and  carried 
on  that  business  for  ten  years.  Later  he  operated 
a  sawmill,  which  he  still  owns,  has  conducted  a 
gristmill  since  1S8S.  and  has  been  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  since  187S.  He  is 
a  large  land  holder,  owning  upwards  of  1.200  acres 
in  Enfield.  Somers.  Suffield.  ^^'indsor  Locks  and 
Longmeadow.  He  has  done  a  large  business  as  a 
contractor,  erecting  numerous  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  in  Hazardville  and  vicinity;  is  an  ex- 
tensive builder  of  ^Macadam  roads  in  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts;  and  built  ancl 
owusl  the  Hazardville  ^^'ater  Works.  In  these  vari- 
ous enterprises  he  furnishes  employment  to  125 
men.  tlius  materially  joromoting  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  is  a  surveyor  of  some  note,  and 
has  made  special  surveys  for  maps  of  Hazardville, 
the  Hazard  Powder  \\'orks.  and  the  Shaker  settle- 
ment the  most  accurate  made.  He  keeps  thirty 
horses,  and  does  the  principal  teaming  for  the 
Hazard  Powder  Co.  .Mr.  Bridge  has  been  re- 
markably successful  in  his  undertakings,  and  in  care- 
fully studying  the  plans  and  methods  he  has  fol- 
lowed we  see  evidence  of  an  abilitv  fur  nianage- 
ment  and  execution  seldom  equaled.  A  man  of 
keen  perceptions,  of  great  sagacity,  of  unbounded 
enterprise,  his  power  nevertheless  lies  to  a  great 
extent  in  that  quality  wdiich  enables  him  to  suc- 
cessfully control  men  and  affairs. 

On  Feb.  24,  1S59,  Mr.  Bridge  was  united  in 
marriage  with  i\Iiss  Elizabeth  Gordon,  daughter  of 
A\'illiani  and  Jean  (  Bauchop)  Gordon,  of  Enfield, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  eiglit  children:  H. 
Stephen;  Allen  G. ;  Anne  (wife  of  Lincoln  H. 
Randall ),  AX  illiam  A.,  Homer  E.,  Emily  G.,  iMary 
-L.,  and  Charles  A.  Thev  also  have  two  adopted 
children :  William  G.  Holford  and  Jean  P.  Hol- 
ford. 

}dr.  Bridge  is  an  active  and  ])rominent  member 
of  the  Methiodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  wb.ich  he  lias 
served  as  trustee  and  classleader.    He  afhliates  with 


1  tile  ]\epiiblican  ])arvy,  and  is  prominently  idemi- 
j  tied  with  j.Hiblic  altairs.  serving  as  auditor  of  oc- 
I  counts  in  Enfield  town  for  twenty  }-ears,  a^^e^S()r 
j  seventeen  years,  selecini;ui  one  ye.ir,  a  memlicr  of 
I  the  board  of  relief  several  terms,  a  memlicr  of  the 
'  Lr.held  school  board  ten  year^,  and  1  ei)reseiKaii ve 

01  the   J'hird  District  in  the  State  Senate  durmg; 

the  session  of  i8gi-92. 

HOX.  ED^IL'XD  HALLAIWY.  a  pnimiiient 
i  citizen  of  Suffield,  and  one  of  the  be.st-kno\\n  inisi- 
;  iiess  men  of  tliat  place,  is  a  native  of  the  town,  born 
■  ?\lay  8,  1852,  and  descends  from  one  of  the  oldest 
I  and  most  reputable  of  its  families, 
j  Walter  Halladay,  the  first  bearing  the  family 
I  name  to  settle  in  Suffield,  came  from  his  birthplace, 
i  near  Boston,  !Mass.,  in  1O73.  locating  in  Springlield, 
I  Aiass.,  of  which  -Sullield  was  then  a  part,  and  there 
i  engaged  in  farming  until  his  decease.  He  mar- 
I  ried  Catherine  Hunter,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
live  children  :  ]\lary,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Ehenezer  and 
;  Aaron. 

Aaron  Halladay,  great  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  Sutfield.  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming.  He 
1  married  Xaoini  Smith,  who  bore  him  eig'ht  children, 
in  the  following  order:  Moses,  Aaron,  Xathaniel 
I  (or  Nathan),  Naomi,  AV'alter.  Ruth,  Horace  Smith 
I  and  Persis.    Aaron  Halladay,  the  father,  was  an 
I  extensive  land  owner  end  one  of  Sufficld's  most 
\  progressive  and  respected  citizens ;  he  was  a  good 
and  pious  gentleman,  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  he  had  been  reared 
from  childhood, 
j        !Moses  Halladay,  eldest  son  of  Aaron,  and  grand- 
fath.er  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm, 
was  reared  to  a  knowdedge  of  all  the  complexities 
of  agriculture,  and  was  also  in  his  younger  days 
!  taught  the  carpenter's  trade.    He  married  ]\Iary 
\  Tobin,  a  native  of  Suffield,  and  by  her  became  the 
j  father  of  four  children:  Edmund  T.,  Timoth)-  R., 
;  James  C.  and  Mary  IMaria.    The  last  named  still 
I  survives,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years,  and  is  tlie 
I  widow  of  Cornelius  Flower,    of    Feeding  Hills, 
i  Hampden  Co.,  Mass.    !Moses  Halladay  and  his  wife 
I  were  both  called  from  .earth  many  years  ago,  and 
I  their  remains  rest  in  peace  in  the  cemetery  at  Suf- 
I  field. 

j       Edmund  Tobin  Halladav,  father  of  our  subject, 
I  was  born  on  the  old  Halladay  homestead  in  Suffield, 
j  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  his  ap- 
;  proach  of  manhood's  years  was  taught  the  trade  of 
I  wheelwright,  which  trade  he  followed  with  unvary- 
[  ing  success  for  several  years.    Later    he  settled 
I  down  to  the  cultivation   of   tolxicco   and  general 
!  farming,  in  wdiich  he  was  eciually  successful,  and 
with  good  reason,  as  he  was  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  largest  farms  in  the  township — in  fact,  the  larni, 
which  comprised  500  acres,  extended  into  Ilampdi-n 
count}-,  Mass.,  to  the  northward.    In  jjolitics  J'.d- 
i  mund  T.  Halladay  was  a  Whig,  and  in  rehgion  a 
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r>aptist,  and  liis  prominence  in  lioth  Church  and 
political  circles  necessarily  s;ave  him  a  pre-emiiient 
siaiulinj;'  v.iih  l:is  fellow  citizens.  Inn  he  never 
nvaiU'vl  himsvll"  of  his  popularity  a.s  a  means  for 
seeking;  ])ulilic  ciffice.  'I'lie  hrst  marriage  ff  ?\lr. 
llalladav  was  with  Caroline  Xohle.  a  native  of 
Sunield.  and  u>  this  imioii  were  luirn  four  children: 
Horace,  who  died  in  18:,/');  L'.dvin,  of  Lima,  (Jhio, 
who  died  Mav  2.  i<)00;  Albert,  a  farmer  of  Suhield, 
Conn.:  and  Ceorj;c  K.,  of  \enia,  (  'hio.  Mrs.  Caro- 
line llalladay  died  on  the  l:<ime  farm,  an^i  for  his 
second  wife  -Mr.  ilalladay  wedded  Clarissa  Kendall, 
also  a  native  of  Sufiield,  and  a  datigiUer  of  Simon 
and  Elizabeth  (  Ivent  )  Kendall,  and  this  union  was 
•  blesseil  with  three  children;  Caroline  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  the  aq-e  of  eighteen  years  :  Clara,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  J.  K.  r^lason,  of  Sufiield.  and  died  b\b. 
6.  1876,  leaving-  one  datightei' :  and  Edmund,  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  biography.  Ed- 
mund T.  Haliaday  was  called  away  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  shetch  was  but  six  months  old.  Mrs. 
Clarissa  Halladav  still  survives,  being  an  imnate  of 
our  subject's  honie.  She  descends  from  one  of  the 
very  old  families  of  Xew  England,  both  her 
great-grandfather  and  grandfather  on  her  mother's 
side  having  taken  part  in  the  struggle  for  American 
independence  ;  she  is  a  ladv  of  rerinement,  as  well 
as  advanced  educational  attainments,  and  before  her 
marriage  was  a  school  teacher.  She  is  truly  a  de- 
vout Christian.,  and  though  her  husband  died  five 
years  after  marriage,  has  reared  her  children  in  re- 
spectability and  o-entility. 

Edmund  Haliaday,  of  whom  this  sketch  treats 
principally,  was  trained  from  infancy  to  manhood 
under  the  care  of  his  tender  Christian  mother.  His 
primary  education,  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
was  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  of  Suffield,  under  Principals 
Bond,  Shores  and  Andrews.  He  linished  his  edu- 
cation at  Hillside  Academy,  under  Dr.  Fitch,  and 
after  returning  home  engaged  in  the  tobacco  busi- 
ness v,-ith  Henry  P.  Kent,  for  three  years.  Li 
1S73  lie  settled  down  to  farming  on  the  old  houie- 
' stead,  and  up  to  the  present  time  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  tlie  cultivation  of  toliacco  and  to  farm- 
ing in  general,  utilizing  a  tract  of  ninety  acres,  on 
which  he  has  made  extensive  and  substantial  im- 
provements, erecting  tolnicco  sheds,  barns  and  other 
necessary  structures.  He  is  verv  prominent,  also, 
in  the  leading  public  affairs  of  his  town,  and  is  a 
decidedly  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen. 
He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Electric  Light 
Co.,  of  Suffield,  is  a  stockholder  in  and  director  of 
the  same,  and  was  a  promotor  of  the  Suffield  water 
works,  in  which  he  is  likewise  a  stockholder. 

In  politics  Mr.  Halladav  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  under  the  auspices  of  his  party  lias  filled 
many  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  constable,  and  for  three  years  as  as- 
sessor of  Suffield-,  and  in  18S4  was  elected  by  his 
party  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  wdiich  august  body 
he  served  with  marked  abilitv  on  the  committee  on 


I  Cities  and  lioroughs.    In  i88'"t  lie  was  elected  as  se- 
!  lectman  of  Sulfield.  and  for  ten  consecutive  }  ears 
j  was  re-elected,  thus  ser\'ing  eleven  years,  dni"ing 
I  which  i">erio(!  he  was  honored  with  the  f)0-ition  of 
I  chairman  of  the  board.     ]t  was  duiing  his  incum- 
I  bene}'  of  this  office  that  tlie  first  stone  nxnl  in  the 
1  town  was  const rticted,  and  altogether  th.ere  were 
I  comi^leted  twentv  miles  of  road  of  the  same  material ; 
j  se^■en  iron    briilges    were    also   constructed ;  and 
;  through  his  inlluence  the  scliools  were  greatlv  in- 
i  creased,  appropriations  for  that  purpose  reaching  the 
sum  of  $14,000,  the  first  of  which,  f^.ir  $3,200,  was 
ma'le  in  ]88r>,  the  vcar  in  wdiich  Mr.  Haliaday  be- 
came a  member  of  the  board. 

in  1071;  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Halladav  with  2\Iiss 
Eloise  L.  Warner,  a  native  of  Suffield,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  C.  Warner,  was  solemnized,  in  Suf- 
field. and  to  the  union  liave  been  born  three  chil- 
dren :  Clarissa  J.,  a  graduate  of  tl.e  Sufiield  high 
school;  and  ]Marjorie  and  Helen  K.,  attendants  at 
the  graded  school,  where  they  are  making  rapid 
advance  in  their  studies.  The  family  worship  at  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  tl'iC}-  are  all  consistent 
memliers,  Mr.  ILalladay  being  also  a  member  of 
the  cliUrch  co;n;mttee.  In  liis  fraternal  society  re- 
lations yir.  Haliaday  stands  Ingh  in  the  Masonic 
Order,  being  a  member  of  Apollo  Lodge  Xo. 
59,  F.  &  A.  }>I. :  Washington  Chapter  Xo.  30, 
R.  A.  :M.  :  Suffield  Council  Xo.  23,  R.  &  S.  M. ; 
Washington  Comnianderv  Xo.  I,  K.  T.,  all  of 
Sufiield':  and  Sphinx  Temple.  A.  A.  O.  X.  ^I. 
S.,  of  Hartford;  as  well  as  of  the  O.  E.  A.  ]\I.,  Lv- 
nian  Council,  and  Gideon  Granger  Lodge,  K.  of  P., 
both  of  Suffield.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  Hartford,  and  a  director  of 
the  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  and  Experi- 
ment Station,  at  Storrs,  Conn.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Suffield  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  he  is  still  a  director,  and  in  which  he  takes  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest,  being  one  of  its  strongest 
supporters.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Tobacco 
Growers  Association.  Xotu-ithstanding  all  the 
onerous  duties  pertaining  to  th.ese  multifarious  po- 
sitions, y\r.  Halladav  bravch-  and  cheerfully  exe- 
cutes his  full  share  of  them  all,  never  lagging  nor 
growing  tired  in  tlieir  performance,  and  bv  such  as 
he  are  the  wealth,  progress  and  stability  of  the  Com- 
monwealth made  and  maintained. 

]Mr.  Haliaday,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  de- 
scends from  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families 
of  Xew  England,  his  ancestors  having  been  among 
the  gallant  patriots  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  which 
gave  to  the  world  its  only  model  repul.)lic.  and  he 
still  retains  in  his  possession  the  old  flint-lock  musket 
used  by  liis  maternal  great-grandfather.  Capt.  Elilui 
Kent,  in  that  glorious  struggle,  and  esteems  it  be- 
vond  anv  monev  value  whatever.  Simon  Kendall, 
grandfather  of  the  mother  of  Edmund  Halladav,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  was  a  native  of  Suffield,  was 
of  English  descent,  and  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
stock  raiser.  He  married  Thc'^)da  Bronson,  and  to 
their  imion  were  born  three  chldren  :    Horace,  Ma-' 
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lia!a  (wlio  was  nianii'il  to  Calvin  Spencer)  and  Si- 
mon. 1  lie  i'arenis  were  dewuii  nieniheis  ot  ilic 
I'resbvterian  Llnn-eh,  and  died  in  ihat  faiili. 

Simon  l\enda!i,  mentioned  ahove.  was  I)oi-n  in 
Snftield.  became  a  well-eduealcdi  iL;enilcman,  and 
]\assed  liis  early  ma.nhooil  in  sehi_x>l  te;icl)in,q-.  Laier 
he  hecame  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  i^ood  lanrdns;- 
hmd,  10  the  cnhivation  of  wliich  lie  d.evoted  the  re- 
maining years  of  liis  suceessfnl  life.  In  ])olitics  he 
was  a  Democrat  of  the  Jeffcrsonian  ty])e.  lie  was 
greatly  respected,  was  lionored  liy  hi:>  coniempoi'a- 
rics,  and  filled  nia.ny  resjionsible  oHices,  indnding 
that  of  selectman.  ]Ie  was  ver\'  di(~)me?tic  in  Iris 
liabits,  was  .strictly  temperate,  and  was  a  devout  ad- 
herent of  the  Baptist  Clnirch.  lie  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Kent,  a  native  of  Suflield,  and  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  Elihu  Kent  and  gTandilauglUer  of  Col. 
Elihn  Kent,  both  of  whom  were  gallant  warriors  in 
the  Revolution  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington. To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Simon 
Kendall  eight  children  were  born:  George  Litch, 
who  died  in  I'lichmond,  \'a.  :  IVtvoy  and  Rebecca, 
twins,  of  wliom  the  latter  died  \'oung.  and  the  for- 
mer was  married  to  Joseph  W.  Kiug.  now  deceased, 
and  resided  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio:  .Simon  B.,  who 
died  in  Suffield,  Conn  ;  Clarissa,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject;  Marv.  who  married  John  2\IcKibben,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  deceased  in  189^:  Henry  L.,  wh3 
died  in  Baltimore,  ^lA. ;  and  Jane  Maria,  wdio  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months.  Airs.  Kendall  had  been  a 
successful  school  teaclier,  and  four  of  lier  chiMren 
were  also  employed  in  the  same  honoralile  occupa- 
tion. Mr.  Kendall  died  in  1856,  one  of  the  most 
honored  of  the  residents  of  Suffield.  and  Airs.  Ken- 
dall passed  away  in  i860. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Halladay  has  been  so  pure,  so 
self-sacrificing,  and  so  devoted  to  the  progress  and 
improvenient  of  the  community  in  wdnch  he  has 
passed  his  active  life,  that  complimentary  plirases 
here  v/ould  be  work  of  supererogation. 

SAMUEL 'WOLCOTT  LADD,  deceased.  The 
career  of  this  well  known  manufacturer,  who  was 
for  many  vears  a  leading  resident  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  furnishes  an  object  lesson  in  the  virtues  of 
thrift,  industrv  and  integrity.  Beginning  life  as  a 
poor  boy.  with  but  a  limited  education,  he  steadily 
rose  from  a  subordinate  place  in  the  W'ason  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  of  Springfield,  to  that  of  part  owner, 
and  his  sound  business  judgment  and  rare  execu- 
tive ability  became  recognized  factors  in  the  success 
of  tlie  enterprise. 

Mr.  Ladd  was  born  April  28,  1817,  in  t!ie  town 
cf  I-Illington,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Rebecca  (Charter)  Ladd.  Although  his  early 
life  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  he  found  agricultural 
work  uncongenial,  and  when  a  young  man  he  went  to 
Springfield,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  molder's  trade, 
v-'hich  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  Spring- 
field, \\"indsor  Locks  and  other  towns.  Wdiile  in 
AV'indsor  Locks  he  met  IMiss  Lavinia  F.  Fish,  a  na- 


tive of  Fast  Windsor  and  a  daugluer  vi  Xorman 
Fish,  a  lu-Liminent  citizen  of  that  localit}'.  In  1847 
thev  were  married,  and  soon  afterward  Mr.  Ladd 
'look  a  ]X)sition  -as  molder  with  Thomas  W  .  \\  ason, 
a  manufacturer  of  car  wheels  and  railroad  castings 
i  in  S]iringneld.  and  estaldivhed  his  home  tliere.  His 
al-iility  and  skill  won  him  rapid  promotion  and  having 
from  time  to  time  invested  considerable  monev  in 
tlte  bu.siness  lie  !.)ecame  the  owner  of  a  large  amount 
of  stock,  in  1851  forming  a  partnership  \\\\\\  I\Ir. 
W'ason  imder  tr.e  name  of  W'ason,  Ladd  Co.  Tlte 
I  firm  continued  thus  until  1S08,  wlion  the  business 
I  was  con>-o!idaled  with  the  wood-working  depart- 
i  meiit  wliich  had  been  conducted  by  another  com- 
panv  of  which  Air.  W'ason  was  the  head,  and  incor- 
porated as  tlie  W'ason  Alanufacturing  Co.  Air. 
Ladd  remained  a  member  of  the  coiupany,  and  acted 
as  general  manager  of  the  iron  department,  con- 
tinuing in  active  business  until  ins  death,  which 
occurred  July  19.  1S76.  A  handsome  fortune  re- 
sulted from  his  efforts.  As  a  good  citizen  he  was  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  the 
communitv,  and  for  many  years  lie  was  a  leading 
member  of  Trinity  Alethodist  Church  at  Springfield. 
Sociallv  he  and  his  estimable  wife  held  an  enviable 
position  in  Springfield,  and  he  was  a  member  of 
Roswell  Lee  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  that  city. 
I  Of  four  children  born  to  Air,  and  Airs.  Ladd. 
the  eldest,  Emma,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Lewis  died  in  infancy;  Everett  died  wdien  eleven 
years  old :  Lawrence,  who  is  an  enterprising  and 
■  successful  business  man,  manages  the  stock  formerly 
owned  by  our  subject,  and  now  held  by  himself  and 
his  widowed  mother.  In  Xovember,  1877,  Airs. 
Ladd  decided  to  return  to  her  native  town,  and  she 
and  her  son  now  reside  upon  the  old  Fish  homestead 
where  in  188 1  thev  built  a  beautiful  residence, 
equipped  w  ith  all  modern  conveniences.  The  barns 
and  other  farm  buildings  have  also  been  rebuilt, 
making  the  homestead  one  of  the  finest  in  East 
W'indsor  township. 

HOX.  JAAIES  STANLEY  FORBES,  repre- 
sentative in  tlie  Connecticut  State  Legislature  froni 
the  town  of  East  Hartford,  and  proprietor  of  the 
most  extensive  dairy  in  the  town,  as  well  as  tobacco 
and  fruit  grower,  descends  from  a  family  that  has 
for  240  years  been  pirominent  in  the  town's  aft'airs, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  oldest. 

The  Forbes  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and  the 
name  first  appears  in  the  records  of  Hartford  coun- 
ty in  1658.  James  Forbes  (supposed  to  be  identical 
with  Capt.  James  Forbes j,  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
il}-  in  .America,  came  from  Scotland  in  1654.  and  in 
1660  bought  land  on  the  east  side  of  "ye  Greatte 
river."  which  yet  remains  in  the  family,  Hon.  James 
S.  I-'orbes,  the  subject  of  this  sKclcli,  owning  aivl 
li\ing  on  a  portion  of  titis  p'urchase.  Ca;it.  jaincs 
Forbes,  of  Caithness,  Scotland,  was  a  \-ounger  son 
of  Duncan  Forbes,  first  Laird  of  L-ulloflen  and 
I  provost  of  Inverness ;  John,  the  eldest  son  of  Dun- 
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can,  was  iho  .-^ocwiul  lo  hear  the  liiic.  James  was  a 
capiaiii  in  ilio  Kuv.il  arin_\-  uii'lcr  tlic  .\iari|i!i>  ef 
^i(lIUrl1^c.  was  cai>iuri.J  m  H145  at  llic  halilc  (^t 
i'lulii)liaui;ii.  luar  Selkirk.  Scothuul.  was  inipris- 
(.iiK'd  in  the  lower  of  London  nnp.l  H>^4.  and  was 
that  vear  Ixanished  to  America.  On  June  7,  i<t58, 
lie  jjurchased  Ir^in  j.Aiu  Crow  twenty  a.cres  of  huK 
near  the  month  t^f  the  J^ockamnn  river,  Inn  re- 
hnqnislietl  this  hind  Nov.  J3,  10.')^^.  to  Mr.  Crow, 
as  he  had  pnrcha-ed,  Marcli  11,  KjOo,  from  W'iUiam 
\\'cstwood,  a  tract  lifteeii  and  onedialf  rods  wide, 
cxtendins^'  from  '"ye  lire;ate  river  to  ye  l.)cinnils," 
and  three  miles  lonix-  '^  ^'^^  residence  of  Caj)t.  James 
]-\)rlx's  was  on  the  .Meadow  Jjank.  a  short  distance 
north  of  what  is  now  I'itkin  street.  His  dangh.ter, 
Dorothy,  who  was  married  to  W'ilham  Roberts,  re- 
ceived six  acres  of  tliis  hand  from  her  father,  near 
the  home  site,  and  the  celhir  portion  of  her  Iiouse 
is  vet  visihle.  the  iiroperty  l)ein;_;-  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  her  descendants.  Capt.  James  Forbes  also 
bought  land  in  Hartford,  in  l6(ii,  from  W'illi.im 
\\'estwood.  He  died  Xov.  27.  1692.  By  his  wife, 
Catherine,  he  had  the  following:  named  children: 
John,  who  joined  tlie  first  church  in  Hartford  in 
December,  1695,  married  INIarv  Griffin,  and  his  pos- 
teritv  becaTiie  sea-faringf  men,  living  at  A\'cthersfield 
and  elsewdicre,  and  finally  in  Xew  Haven  ;  David 
joined  the  First  Church  in  ^larch,  1695,  married 
Sarah  Treat,  wlio  was  born  in  1674,  and  his  death 
occurred  Dec.  16.  172c):  Dorothy  joined  the  Second 
Church  in  Hartford  Feb.  12,  169S.  and  was  mar- 
ried to  William  Roberts;  !Mary  joined  the  First 
Cliurch  in  1695.  and  was  married  to  Daniel  Gaines; 
Sarah  was  inarried  to  Joseph  Collier ;  James,  born 
Mav  14,  1^177,  died  in  1752,  married  (first)  Sarah 
Williams,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Olcott) 
Williams,  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Eliza- 
beth (Hill>)  ]~!uckland,  daughter  of  John  Hills  and 
widriw  of  William  Buckland. 

The  children  born  to  James  Forbes  (2)  and 
Sarah  (Williams)  Forbes  were :  James  Forbes  (3). 
liaptized  171 1,  died  April  23,  1801,  married  Ann 
Buckland,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Hills)  Buckland;  Jonathan,  who  owned  the  cov- 
enant, married  Mehitable  Cole,  and  was  a  taxpayer 
in  ^^'aterbury  in  1731  ;  Abrahain,  baptized  in  171  r, 
married  Elizabeth  Hills,  and  died  April  23,  1S09; 
Thomas  was  still  living  in  1742;  Timothv,  born  in 
1716,  is  mentioned  below-;  Abigail  was  still  living 
in  1742;  Sarah  was  married  to  Josiah  Barber; 
Elizabeth  married  Joseph  ]\Ieacham.  The  father  of 
this  family  built  their  first  house  in  Scotland  (now 
called  Burnside).  the  ruins  of  which  are  sfill  visible. 

Timothy  Forbes  (1)  married  Susannah  Good- 
win, v,ho  was  Ixirn  in  1714,  the  riinth  child  of  Dea- 
con John  Giiodwin  and  his  wife  ^farv  ("Olmstead). 
Thev  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  of  whom 
the  names  of  three  only  can  be  traced :  Timothy 
(2)  is  mentioned  below;  Elijah,  born  in  1746,  was 
a  farmer  at  Scotland  (now  Burnside,  the  name 
"having  been  changed  in  1865),  married  Rebecca 
Gilman,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  ^[ary  (Forbes) 
Gilman,  and  died  in  1826;  Elizabeth  is  th.e  third  of 


I  th'.ise  whose  record  can  lie  found.  The  father  was 
i  a  farmer  and  re.vided  at  Sc<itkind  (now  I'v.rnside), 
I  where  his  wife  died  in  181  i.    He  died  in  1770. 

Timot!i._\"  J'eirlx'>  (2)  was  l)orn  June  14.  1743, 
and  died;  Seitt.  14.  i8tx').  He  married,  in  17'.:;\  .\larv 
Roberts,  who  was  born  Jan.  19,  1745,  ilanghicr  of 
j  Benjamin  and  Jerusha  (,1'rau)  Roberts,  rmd  died 
Sept.  28,  1825.  She  became  the  mother  of  twelve 
children:  ^lary.  boi'n  Alarch  23,  I7'i7,  married 
Eli  Barber,  of  Windsor,  and  died  l)ec.  2.}.  iSii; 
Susannah,  born  Oct.  75,  1708,  married  (first) 
FlxMiezer  Hills,  and  (second)  wediled  i-);!vid  i'it- 
kin, and  died  Jan.  25,  1852;  Jerusha,  born  Feb. 
21,  1770,  died  in  iNlarch  of  the  same  year;  Jeru>lia 
(2),  biorn  March  23,  1771,  died  Ma\-  20"  !7(»3; 
Timothy  (^3  ),  born  Jul}-  3.  1773,  nia'rrn  d  l^liza,- 
beth  Treat;  George,  bom  Feb.  26,  177^.  went  to 
\  irginia,  came  north  again  to  Xew  Y'-rk  and  tliere 
died,  leaving  a  family;  Giles,  born  IMarcii  20,  1777, 
i  was  captain  of  a  sea-going  craft,  and  dieil  at  <ea 
j  in  December,  1840;  Solomon,  born  Ian.  !,  1779, 
married  LSetsy  Flint,  and  died  at  Mancliester  in 
1838;  Jemima,  born  Jan.  6,  17S1,  was  marriciJ  to 
Joseph  Brewer,  a  papermaker,  and  died  Ault. 
1834,  in  Cortland,  X.  Y.,  where  her  hu^^band  also 
passed  away;  Abigail,  born  Dec.  28,  1782.  died  un- 
married in  1800;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  14.  57^5.  v.as 
married  to  Giles  Church,  and  died  in  Micliigan; 
and  Fiuldah,  born  Sept.  25,  1786,  die.!  in  i78(). 
During  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  tb.e  Co], mists 
borrowed  money  from  the  French  (jtjvernment, 
Timothy  Forbes  (2)  was  connected  witli  tb.e  cattle 
train  that  conveyed  it  froiu  the  I'rench  vosels 
(wdiich  landed  it  at  Xewport )  to  his  house  in  .Scot- 
land (now  Burnside).  The  kegs  of  criin  were 
rolled  into  tlie  west  door  of  the  house  still  slaiiil- 
ing,  and  were  subsequently  taken  to  I'lnladidphia. 
This  h.ouse  was  built  by  Timothy  Forbes  1.  r  )  ;;!*  iut 
j  1765  and  is  now  occupied  by  [Miss  Emma  For!.>e<, 
I  sister  of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch. 

Timothy  Forbes  (3),  grandfather  of  Hon.  James 
S.  Forbes,  was  born  July  3,  1773,  on  tne  old  lioine- 
stead,  and  married  Betsey  (or  Elizabeth  1  Trecit, 
who  was  born  X'ov.  18,  1782,  at  Hockanu'n.  •. 
daughter  of  ^Matthias  and  Triphena  (Rislev  )  I  rc.'^.t. 
[Matthias  Treat  served  in  the  company  co:nir.an';ed 
by  Capt.  Jonathan  ^^'ells  during  the  Revoh_uion.irv 
war.  and  marched  from  Boston  to  the  deieti^-c  of 
Lexington;  later  he  was  a  member  of  the  comp.'itiy 
commanded  bv  Capt.  Roswell  Grant,  in  Col.  (  i;!:*- 
diah  Johnson's  regiment,  which  was  statioiu-d.  m 
j  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1794  became  a  lieutenan.t  :n 
a  Connecticut  Militia  Companv.  Tlie  cliildren  of 
Timothy  (3)  and  Betsey  (Treat)  Forbes  were  a? 
follows':  Eliza,  born  July  12,  1802,  m.-.rried  Moscs 
Chandler,  a  papermaker  bv  trade,  and  also  a  nicr- 
chant  at  Scotland  (now  Burnside).  where  siic  <i;c(i 
April  3,  1862;  Alahlon  F..  born  Oct.  3-  '---J- 
ried  Sarah  Lawrence,  and  died  IMav  8.  1S91  :  LbarU"-', 
born  Dec.  27,  1805,  married  Alarv  A.  Ward.  Jan. 
20.  1827,  and  died  Zslarch  15,  1876;  J-^rnsha.  b-rn 
Feb.  17.  1807,  was  married  to  Howell  Uu:>,  -'i 
merchant  at  Burnside  and  Hartford,  on  J;^n.  i. 
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]8_'0.  aiul  ilicd  Feb.  14.  1S4O:  ('iks  l)i.'cani.c  the 
fallur  ol  t>ur  subjcci :  Al)ii;'ail,  born  Sept.  15,  iSii. 
nianicd  I  rancis  ilaiiint-r,  a  pros])cruus  papcr-mili 
preijirielor  vu'  i'.unisido.  and  died  .May  10,  18S0,  in 
lUnn>!we;  Charl.'Ue,  born  Juno  30.  1813,  was  mar- 
ried lo  Henry  Ilillj,  a  bookliinder,  and  died  in  Mart- 
ford  in  Doccndvr,  i8>,)J  :  Susan,  born  Feb.  20,  1S15, 
died  julv  0,  18S3,  was  the  wil'e  of  John  F..  Rus.-ell. 
uho  in  the  hui.'r  yi.-ar>  of  liis  \\W  was  a  broker  at 
Hartford;  I'ldeha.  born  ^.Lareh  nj.  1817,  was  the 
second  wife  of  Howell  Hills,  and  died  June  30, 
1884;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  1,,  1818,  was  married  to 
John  Gordon  Smith,  and  died  in  Hartford  Sept. 
2,  1886;  George,  liorn  ^^larch  jo,  1821.  married 
Elizabeth  Easton.  and  died  April  13,  1876  (he  was 
a  farmer  at  Burnside,  and  was  a  bright  man  in 
telloetuallv,  bnt  became  a  cripple  through  rheuma- 
tism) ;  Frances,  born  Jan.  8.  ]S24,  married  Henry 
^l.  King,  of  South  Windsor,  ana  died  Vch.  14, 
1864.  Timothy  Forbes  (,3),  known  familiarly  as 
''Capt.  Tim,"  was  well-known  throughout  Hartford 
countv,  and  was  a  leading  man  in  East  Hartford 
and  vicinity.  While  not  a  member  of  any  church 
society  his  team  was  always  at  the  church  door  on 
the  Sabbath  day. 

Giles  Forbes,  father  of  FIcn.  James  S.  Forbes, 
was  born  in  iSoS,  and  died  in  1890.  The  house  in 
which  his  birth  took  place,  and  which  was  erected 
about  1765,  is  still  in  the  family.  Here  he  was 
reared  to  farn-;ing.  His  school  days  were  passed 
in  the  old  "Red"  school  house  at  Scotland,  and  al- 
though farming  was  his  legitimate  occupation 
through  life  he  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed 
as  a  teamster  for  paper-mills  at  Scotland,  hauling 
paper  stock  to  and  from  Hartford.  On  }\Iarch  26, 
1S39,  lie  married  Sarah  Pitkin  Stanley,  who  was 
born  Jan.  5.  1816,  in  East  Hartford,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Temperance  (Pitkin)  Stanley.  After 
marriage  Giles  Forbes  erected  his  dwelling  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm,  on  which  he  continued  to  reside 
1-tntil  his  decease.  Temperance  Pitkin  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ashbel  and  Sarah  (Forbes)  Pitkin,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  \\'illiam  Pitkin,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  statesmen  of  his  day,  judge  of 
the  county  court  many  years,  and  in  1766  was  made 
governor  of  Connecticut,  which  office  he  was  hold- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1769.  Numerous 
relics  of  the  Governor  are  still  held  hy  the  family. 

Giles  Forbes  was  a  A'ery  successful  farmer,  and 
an  enthusiastic  sportsman  with  gun  and  rod,  as  the 
whole  of  tlie  Forbes  name  are.  He  was  of  medium 
height,  and  verv  active  up  to  within  a  few  years  of 
his  death.  Jn_  politics  he  was  first  a  ^^  big,  later  a 
Republican,  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  al- 
though not  aggressive  as  a  politician  was  ever  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  his  party  and  active  in  pro- 
moting its  welfare.  He  served  as  assessor  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  religion  he  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  and  was  an  officer  in  the  Jiurch  of  that 
denomination  in  East  Hartford,  of  which  his  wife 
was  also  a  member.  She  died  iri  that  faith  in  i80_j, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  in  East  Hartford 
cemetery,  where  those  of  the  husband  were  subse- 


j  ciuently  laid  to  re^t.    To  the  marriage  of  Giles  and 
I  Sarah  Pitkin  (  .Slanle\- )  korlu-s  were  born  four  cliil- 
i  dren  :    lunma  .S..  bel).  23.  1840;  Delia  A..  June  27, 
i  1842;  James  Stanley    (sul)ject),    IX'c.  2^,1,  1843: 
I  and  Julia  k"ranee>.  Aov.  K},  1847.    *-)f  these,  (  I  ) 
;  Emma  S..  who  is  still  immarried,  resides  on  tlie 
homestead.    She  is4)ossessed  of  a  tenacious  memorv, 
,  takes  great  interest  in  collecting  genealogical  d.ata, 
!  and  fin-ni^hed  many  of  the  facts  connected  with 
!  this   sketch.      (2)  Delia   A.   married   George  W. 
I  Rogers,  who  for  eight  years  was  an  engineer  in 
I  the  I  nited  States  navy,  and  four  years  prior  to 
,  the  Civil  .war  was  stationed  oit  the  coast  of  Africa 
watching  skivers.    C)n  the  breaking  oiu  of  tlie  Jve- 
I  bellion   he   was   on   the  blockading  squadron  off 
i  Charleston.  S.  C,  after  which  iie  was  transferred  to 
I  the  expedition  under  I'arragtit,  and  was  at  the  cap- 
I  ture  of  Xew  (Jrlcans,  La.,  in  A]jril,  18O2,  also  in  the 
expedition  in  .Mobile  IJay.   Later  be  was  the  South- 
j  ern  agent  of  the  Llartford  Steam  Boiler  Insurance 
Co.,  and  the  first  representative  of  the  company  in 
1  the  South.    Mrs.  Delia  A.  Rogers  died  Jan.  15. 
I  1SS8,  in  East  Llartford,  and  Air.  Rogers  passed 
away  Dec.   10,   188S,  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  (4) 
Julia  Frances  always  lived  on  the  homestead,  and 
died  unmarried  April  14,  1S83. 

Hon.  James  Stanley  Forbes  was  born  in  the 
i  house  in  which  he  still  lives,  in  the  village  of  Burn- 
side,  and  first  attended  school  in  the  old  Scotland 
district  when  the  school  house  stood  in  what  would 
now  be  the  middle  of  the  street  at  what  is  now 
Burnside;  among  his  first  teachers  were  his  cousin, 
2\Iartha  P'orbes,  and  Sarah  Green,    of  Wapping. 
He  next  attended  for  three  terms  the  graded  school 
at  East  Hartford,  where  ^Ir.  Camp  was  his  tutor, 
and  this  ended  his  schooling.     E'ntil  twenty-one 
j  years  of  age  he  remained  on  the  home  farm,  and 
I  then  went  to  Rockford,  Floyd  Co.,  Iowa,  at  that 
I  time  a  very  new  section  of  country,  and  was  there 
I  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  selling  his  land 
!  and  returning  in  1S70  to  Connecticut.     He  took 
charge  of  his  father's  farm,  and  at  once  engaged  in 
cultivating  tobacco,  where  tobacco  had  never  been 
raised  before,  as  his  father  was  opposed  to  it  from 
principle.    For  four  years  Mr.  Forbes  devoted  his 
<  attention   to   tobacco  growing    exclusively,  then 
added  small   fruits,  and  finally  dairying,  whole- 
saling milk.    He  has  160  acres  of  land  under  his 
direction. 

I  James  Stanley  Forbes  was  united  in  marriage, 
!  Jan.  ]  ,  l87_|,  in  Hillstown  district,  with  [Miss  Jennie 
'  Z\L  Hills,  daughter  of  Martin  O.  and  Cornelia 
(Spencer)  Hills,  the  fornter  of  whom  was  a  de- 
scendant of  William  Hills,  Sr.,  who  came  with  the 
Rev.  Hooker  jiarty  to  Llartford  in  1635,  and  the 
latter  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Spencer,  also  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford.  Airs.  Jennie  M. 
(  Hills) .  Forbes  is  likewise  a  descendant  of  Capt. 
James  F""orbes.  the  founder  of  this  family  in  America, 
as  Alarv  Forbes,  datighter  of  David,  the  second  son 
of  the  Ca])tain,  was  married  to  Lieut.  Solomon  Gil- 
man,  Jr.,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  their  daughter,  Tabitha,  was  marrietl  to  Gideon 


c "0 .1 ; .1  / /: J / o R. I T! \ 'iz  mo cr.! piiic.il  r e c o rd. 


SjK-iKcr,  Jr.,  ilic  ^Toat-graiK! father  of  Mrs.  Jennie 
(llilU)    l\ir!H'-.     (,>ne  son  has  heen  Utw  to 
Mr.  anil  .Mrs.  James  S.   l-'orhc-^,  Stanley  S|>cneer. 

.Mareli  1^70.  wlin  .hed  AjTil   i^.  )8S,v 

'1  hc\-  liave  two  aiiniueil  chiKlren :  J  'anny  L.  M., 
horn  i-"eh.  17,  i^<8o,,  and  Franeis,  Liorn  Jnly  15, 
1 88 1 . 

[•\'r  over  tweinv  vears  1  Ion.  J.  Stanley  I'orhcs 
has  heen  and  still  i--  a  nieniher  of  the  i^rand  inry; 
for  several  vears  he  has  Iven  a  member  of  the  board 
of  relief,  and  lias  also  held  the  olliee  of  seleetman. 
]n  i8i)8  he  was  eleeted  rejjreseinative  to  the  State 
Legislature  from  the  East  Hartford  distriet,  and  in 
lliis  august  body  is  ehairiuan  of  the  eomniittee  on 
Federal  Relations.  In  religious  faith  iie  is  a  Meth- 
odist and  for  fifteen  years  huis  been  a  trustee  of  the 
M.  E.  Chureh  at  Jjuniside.  in  wnieh  for  tliirteen 
vears  he  has  served  as  suijeriinendent  of  the  Sal)- 
bath  sehool.  -He  was  a  eharter  member  of  the  East 
Hartford  Grange,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  still  mem- 
bers of  that  organization.  Mr.  Forbes  is  also  a* 
member  of  the  O.  E".  A.  Yl.  Staff,  Lafayette  Cotm- 
cil,  of  East  Hartford. 

Besides  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  farm.ers  of  the  town 
of  East  Hartford,  ^Ir.  Forbes  is  thoroughly  pro- 
gressive and  up-to-date  as  a  citizen.  He  is  very 
fond  of  out-door  recreation,  and  has  indulged  to  a 
great  extent  in  hunting,  not  only  of  the  small  game 
that  Connecticut  now  affords,  but  of  the  larger  ani- 
mals yet  to  be  found  in  the  Adirondack  [Mountains, 
and  he  is  also  an  enthusiastic  angler.  He  is  a 
whole-souled,  good-natured  man,  and  none  can  boast 
of  a  larger  circle  of  vv-arm-hearted  friends  than  he, 
while  as  a  useful  men.iber  of  society  no  one  takes 
a  high.er  rank.  His  domestic  relations  are  of  the 
happiest,  and  his  estimable  wife  shares  with  him  a 
wide-extended  popular itv. 

HON.  ROBERT  CLEVELAND  USHER,  one 
of  the  progressive  citizens  of  Plainville,  is  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  born  April  19,  1841,  in  Plymouth, 
Litclifield  county. 

Dr.  Robert  Usher,  his  grandfather,  born  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  practiced  medicine  in  Westchester 
and  vicinity.  He  was  twice  wedded,  and  by  his 
first  wife  had  five  children ;  by  his  second  marriage, 
to  Annie  Cone,  he  had  eleven  children,  Josiah  C., 
father  of  Robert  C,  being  the  youngest.  Dr.  Robert 
Usher  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  liis  widow  received  a  pension  from  the  govern- 
ment. Fie  was  a  son  of  Plezekiah  Lusher,  a  sea  cap- 
tain, wdio  lived  in  New^  London,  Connecticut. 

Josiah  Cleveland  Usher,  father  of  Robert  C, 
born  in  August,  1802,  in  Chatham,  Conn.,  in  early 
life  operated  a  tannery  in  Plymouth,  whither  he  re- 
moved in  1825,  but  impaired  health  obliged  him  to 
abandon  that  occupation  and  take  up  farming,  in 
which  he  engaged  some  forty  years.  Li  1845  he 
removed  to  Plainville,  where  he  practically  passed 
the  rest  of  his  days,  dying,  how^ever,  at  New  Brit- 
ain, in  April,  1893,    Originally  an  Abolitionist,  he 


afterv/ard  became  a  Rei)ublican.    In  religious  faith 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Clnu'ch, 
and  he  always  took  much  interest  ni  eluu'cli  work. 
Jn  Septembei,  1828,  Josiah  C.  Usher  married  Ruth 
J-'ri-hie,  daughter  of  Abel  Fri^bie,  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them:  James, 
I  deceased  at  ilie  age  of  seven  vears;  Ruth  Ami,  wife 
I  of  Francis  H.  Smith,  of  New  Jiritain,  fornierlv  of 
\  J-'lainviile,  and  Robert  Cleveland,  a  sketch  of  w'liom 
■  immediately  follows. 

'       Robert  C.  Usher,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  four  years  old  wh.en  liis  parents  removed 
;  to  Plainville,  and  there  at  the  district  schools  he  re- 
I  ceived  his  education,  at  the  age  of  seventeeii  \ears 
i  commencing  a  one-year  term  at  Williston  Semi- 
!  nary,  Easthanipton,  .Mass.    Returning  at  the  end  of 
I  that  time  to  Plainville,  he  spent  two  years  on  the 
home  farm,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
;  an  event  in  liis  life  that  will  presently  be  more  fully 
j  mentioned.    C'n  his  return  from  the  front  he  re- 
j  mained  some  four  more  years  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  after  wliich,  in  December.  1S69,  he  entered 
the  eniploy  of  E.  N.  Pierce,  as  clerk  in  his  coal  and 
!  lumber  yards,  continuing  in  that  capacitv  until  1875, 
I  in  wdiich  year  he  became  a  partner  of  'Mr.  Pierce, 
i  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  N.  Pierce  &  Co.,  said 
1  partnership  existing  until  1893,  when  our  subject 
I  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Pierce.    In  August,  1891, 
t  Mr.  Usher  entered  the  Plainville  Manufacturing  Co. 
I  as  assistant  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  also 
[  acted  as  general  superintendent  for  a  number  of 
I  years.    He  is  also  a  director  of  that  company.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Plainville  Water 
j  Co..  in  1885;  was  elected  treasurer  in  1891,  which 
{  incumbency  he  still  fills,  and  is  a  director  of  same. 
;  'Mr.  Usher  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Free 
I  Public  Library  at  Plainville,  and  has  been  presi- 
i  dent  of  the  same  since  its  organization. 
;       Politically  Mr.  Lusher  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
has  served  in  various  offices  of  responsibility.   In  the 
i  tenn  of  1885  he  represented  the  town  of  Plainville 
!  in  the  State  Legislature,  during  which  period  he  was 
!  a  member  of  the  committee  on  finance.    From  1869, 
I  the  year  in  which  the  town  was  formed,  to  1893, 
'  when  he  declined  further  re-nomination  on  account 
of  business  pressure,  he  served  as  town  clerk ;  for 
j  many  years  lias  been  assessor  of  the  town  ;  and  for 
I  the  past  six  years  has  served  as  school  visitor.  So- 
j  cially  he  is  affiliated  with  Newtun  L.  ]\Ianross  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Forestville.    In  chin-ch  relations  he  and 
his  family  are  Congregatitjnalists  ;  and  he  has  been 
I  trustee  of  the  cliurch  and  chairman  of  the  society's 
'  committee  several  years  each. 

i  On  June  15,  1870,  Robert  C.  Usher  was  married 
j  to  Antoinette  Cora  Pierce,  daughter  of  Edward  N. 
I  Pierce,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere,  and 
i  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them  :  Jesse  Hciri- 
j  etta  married  Dec.  26,  1895.  Charles  Rockwell  Clark, 
;  of  Plainville,  and  they  have  one  son,  Pierce  Usher 
,  Clark;  !Maude  Pierce  is  at  hnme;  James  Edward, 
:  who  graduated  from  the  Plainville  In'gh  school,  and 
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attciulcil  the  I'liiladclpliia  Textile  Seliool  one  year, 
is  associaicj  witli  his  I'allier  in  the  I'laiiiville  Maiui- 
laetui  iny  Co. ;  J'^rank  l^icrce,  a  graihiatc  of  ihc  I'lain- 
vjlle  hii;ii  sehooi,  is  also  assoeiaied  with  his  fatlier  in 
l'hiin\:l!e  .Manufaeturing  Co,;  ]\ohert  (. 'levelainl. 
Jr.,  i;raduated  from  the  I'laiiiville  high  sehriol,  and 
IS  now  attending  the  L"niversit_v  of  .Maine  at  (Jrono, 
Elaine.  Howard  Josiah,  the  youngest  sun,  is  at- 
tending tlie  .New  lintain  high  schocil. 

CJn  Aug.  2j,  iS()_',  -Mr.  L"sher  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  20th  Conn.  \".  1.,  as  nmsieian  ;  was  soon 
afterwartl  made  orderly,  and  ah'iut  a  year  after- 
ward was  promoted  to  sergeant  major.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Chaiicellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg", later  serving  in  the  \\  est  with  Hooker,  and 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He 
fortunately  escaped  being  wounded.  Some  three 
months  before  the  close  of  the  war  he  received  a 
lieutenant's  connnissicn  from  Gov.  Buckingham,  and 
June  27,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  oi  the  service. 

HOX.  BEXJA^ilX  F.  CASE,  manager  of  the 
Canton  Creamery  Association,  and  a  pro.nment  ag- 
riculturist of  the  town  of  Canton,  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  its  most  highly  respected  pioneer  families. 
The  first  ancestor  or  whom  we  have  any  definite 
record  was  John  Case,  who  came  to  this  county 
at  an  early  date,  locating  first  in  \\'indsor  and  later 
in  Simsbury,  and  whose  descendants,  through  his 
sons  John  and  William,  are  now  numerous  m  this 
section. 

John  Case  (2j  was  born  in  Windsor  Nov.  5, 
1662,  but  his  youth  v/as  spent  chiefiy  in  Simsbury. 
In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  fanning  at  Terrys 
Plains,  where  lie  died  .\iay  22,  1733.  On  .^ept.  12, 
1684,  he  married  IMary  Olcott,  who  was  born  in 
1665,  in  Hartford,  daughter  of  Thomas  Olcott,  of 
that  city.  In  1693  he  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Sarah  Holcomb,  daughter  of  Joshua  Holcomb,  and 
granddaughter  of  '1  homas  Holcomb,  the  pioneer. 
The  only  child  of  the  first  marriage,  John,  born 
Aug.  6,  1685,  died  in  infancy.  By  the  second  mar- 
'riage  there  \vere  six  children:  John,  born  Aug.  22, 
1694;  Daniel,  who  is  mentioned  below;  ■Mary,  born 
1698,  who  married  Josiah  Alford,  and  died  about 
3732;  Jonathan,  born  April  15,  1701  ;  Sarah,  born  in 
1703,  who  married  John  Alderman;  and  Hannah, 
born  in  1709,  who  married  Capt.  Xoah  liumphrey, 
and  died  Sept.  23,  1799. 

Scrgt.  Daniel  Case  was  born  in  Simsl)ur_\'  March 
7,  1696,  and  made  his  home  in  Terrys  Plains,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  ITe  was  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  gained  his  title  by.  service  in  the  State 
militia.  He  died  ]May  28,  1733.  On  -May  7,  1719, 
he  n-,arried  Penelope  iJuttolph,  who  was  born  Oct. 
I,  1699,  and  died  June  27,  1746.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren: Daniel,  wh.o  is  mentioned  below;  ]Mindwell, 
born  Oct.  24,  1721,  who  married  Eieut.  JJavid 
Adams;  Dudley,  born  Xov.  23,  1723;  Eois,  Ijorn 
Sept.  20,  1726,  wlto  married  Joseph  Mills;  Zac- 
cheus,  born  in  1728;  and  Ezekiel,  born  Sept.  30,  1 
1731. 


Daniel  Case,  son  of  Sergt.  Daniel,  was  born  Jan. 
31,  1720,  on  the  Case  farm  in  Terrys  Plains,  Sims- 
l)ury,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1740  lie  re- 
mu\od  ti_>  We-t  .Simsbur\-  with  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, ;iniJ  engaged  in  larmiiig  at  what  is  nnw  Can- 
tun  Center,  wlicre  he  built  the  iirst  gristmill.  Like 
his  f;aher,  he  was  a  sergeant  in  tlie  State  militia, 
and  he  was  Irghiv  esteemed  in  his  comnumitv.  He 
died  on  his  farm  .\Ia_\  24,  iSoi.  and  is  buried  in  the 
Dyer  cemetery.  He  married  .Mar\-  Watson,  of  Xew 
Hartford,  wlu)  was  born  in  1724,  and  died  in  1801, 
and  they  had  nine  children:  Daniel,  born  April  19, 
1752,  marrieil  Jilizabeth  Humphrey,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Ezekiel  and  Elizabeth  (Petlibeine)  Huin- 
ph.re}-.  and  died  Fel).  28,  1789;  Moses,  born  March 
27,  1754.  married  Eunice  Case,  and  died  in  1782; 
Alary,  born  h'eb.  25,  1756,  married  John  tiarrctt, 
and  died  in  1832;  Abigail,  born  Jan.  8,  1758,  mar- 
ried William  lavlor,  and  died  in  1830;  Lois,  born 
Sept.  15,  1760,  never  married;  Ketiirah,  born  Dec. 
II,  1762,  married  James  Humphrey,  son  of  Deacon 
Theophilus  and  Hepziljah  (Cornish)  Humphrey, 
and  died  in  September,  1S24;  Penelope,  born  Dec. 
I  r_,  1764,  died  June  17,  1851,  mnnarried ;  Amory 
Watson,  born  Oct.  23,  1767,  married  Betsey  Harves, 
and  died  in  1852  ;  and  Elam  is  mentioned  below. 

Elam  Case,  the  grandfather  of  otir  subject,  was 
born  ]May  10,1772411  Canton  Center,  wdiere  he  spent 
his  entire  life,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  was  noted  for  his  industry  and  good 
management,  and  was  temiicrate  in  his  habits  and 
honorable  in  his  business  dealings.  He  was  mar- 
ried, Xov.  21,  1805,  to  Phcebc  (Case)  Andrews,  wdio 
was  born  in  Canton  July  14,  1776,  and  died  Dec. 
14,  1845.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Plosea  and 
Hilary  Case,  and  widow  of  Philemon  Andrews.  Of 
their  four  children:  (ij  Rodney,  born  July  26, 
1807,  married  Calista  Jay.  {2)  Randolph,  born 
Aug.  21,  1809,  died  April  22,  1859.  (_3 )  Eranklin 
is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Alelinda,  born  Oct.  14.. 
1813,  died  Dec.  24,  1853;  she  married  Orin  F. 
Brown,  and  had  one  child,  Orin,  a  resident  of 
Hartford. 

Franklin  Case,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Jan.  17,  1811,  and  died  Oct.  22,  1877,  liis  re- 
mains being  interred  at  Canton  Center.  After  com- 
pleting a  district-schoul  cotirse  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  the  homestead.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
moral  character,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Churcli,  and  was  devoted  to  his  family.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  Init  lie  was  neyer  an  ofince 
seeker.  He  Avas  married  (first)  June  3,  1837,- to 
Ann  Edgerton,  who  died  Jan,  9,  1S40,  and  on  x\pril 
17,  1842,  he  married  Lucia  Case,  wdio  survives  him. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  son,  Benjamin 
Franlclin,  born  in  July,  1830.  who  died  in  Xovem- 
ber,  same  year. 

Mrs.  Lucia  Case  was  born  Seyjt.  iG,  1821,  daugh- 
ter of  Philetus  and  Lucind.a  (Reed)   Ca>e,  well- 
known  I'esidents  of  Canton,  and  her  education  was 
begun  in  the  district  scheols  of  that  town.  Slie  also 
'  attended  the  high  sch.oeils  in  Canton  Center  and 
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Wiiulsor.  ami  gave  cspeciai  ait<.'ntioii  to  the  stiuly 
of  I'ronch  and  music.  She  then  taui,'l\t  school  for  a 
while  in  Simsbury,  and  her  culture  and  retinement 
iiavo  found  expression  in  her  home  hie.  She  is  a 
\^uman  of  good  busines?  ability,  as  is  shown  by  licr 
management  of  her  bruilier"s  estate,  of  which  she 
and  our  subject  are  executors. 

?vlrs.  Case  is  a  descenilant  of  John  Case,  the 
pioneer,  through  his  son  William,  who  was  a  brother 
of  John  Case  (2),  from  whom  the  father  of  our 
■subject  is  descended.  Amasa  Case  (  i ) ,  son  of 
James  and  Esther  (^Fithen)  Case,  grandson  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (iiolcomb;  Case,  and  great- 
grandson  of  the  orig-inal  John  Case,  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1 73 1,  in  Simsbury,  Terrys  Plains.  He  spent  his 
entire  life  on  the  Case  homestead,  wliere  he  was  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  and  his  remains  now  rest 
in  the  cemeterv  at  Simsljury.  lie  was  married  first, 
in  175-3,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hopkins,  wlio  was  born 
in  1732,  daughter  of  Robert  lloskins.  In  J700  he 
married  a  widow,  Mrs.  \'iets,  who  died  in  1785. 
His  third  wife,  Abigail  Philips  Griswold,  daughter 
of  David  Philips,  died  Oct.  4.  1794,  and  he  after- 
v.'ard  married  Mrs.  Charity  Cornisii.  daughter  of 
John  Pettibone ;  after  her  death,  which  occurred 
Oct.  5,  1803,  he  married  a  fifth  wife,  .Mrs.  Sarah 
Graham,  a  datighter  of  Benajah  Humphrey,  who 
had  herself  been  previously  married  three  times. 
By  the  first  marriage  Amasa  Case  (  i )  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  :    Amasa  (2)  :  Aaron,  born  June  16, 

1755,  died  }ilarch  24,  181 1  ;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  x^, 

1756,  died  Dec.  2,  1S22  :  Stephen,  born  Oct.  6,  175S; 
^lary,  born  Jan.  2,  1760;  and  ^^leb.itabe!,  born  March 
8,  1762.  By  his  second  marriage  he  also  had  six 
children:  Apollos,  who  was  born  Aug.  i,  1768, 
married  Polly  Frazier,  and  died  June  15,  1827; 
Ruth,  who  was  born  Sept.  30.  1770:  Julius,  who 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1773,  and  died  May  17,  1773; 
Enoch,  who  was  born  !May  10,  1774.  and  died  July 
-7>  1799;  Salome,  who  was  born  Dec.  i,  1777;  and 
Chloe. 

Amasa  Case  (2)  was  born  Oct.  29,  1753,  on  the 
homestead  at  Terrys  Plains.  Simsbury,  and  died 
June  23,  1S43.  When  a  young  man  he  removed  to 
what  is  now  Hoskins  Station,  in  the  Westover 
Plains  District,  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  oc- 
ctipation  he  continued  throughout  his  life.  I-'or 
many  years  he  served  as  deacon  in  the  church.  His 
wife,  2klercy  Hillyer,  was  born  in  1763,  and  died 
Sept.  3.  1809.  Tliey  had  ten  children:  Amasa  (3), 
born  Feb.  17,  1780,  died  June  8,  1851  ;  Philetus  is 
mentioned  below:  Stephen  was  born  Jan.  17,  1784; 
Mercy,  born  July  13,  1785,  married  Peter  Mason  ; 
Charlotte,  born  Sept.  28,  1787,  married  Dr.  Timothy 
Phelps;  Nathaniel  married  Ann  ]\Iaria  Case:  Sa- 
loma  married  Adolphus  Chaffee :  Euckland.  born  in 
1800,  married  Sally  Flolcomb,  and  died  May  8,  1845  ! 
Julius ;  and  Chaunccy. 

Philetus  Case,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Franklin  Case, 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Feb.  2, 
1782,  at  Westover  Plains.  Simsbury,  and  died  Dec. 
20,  1827.  When  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Can- 
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I  ton,  now  Wet-t  Simsbury,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
I  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  engaged  in  stock 
I  raising  and  general  farming.    Politically  he  was  a 
13emocrat,  but  he  never  sought  office.    On  Aug.  12, 
i8o.j,  he  married  Lucinda  Reed,  wlio  was  born  June 
12,  1783,  and  died  Sept.  25,  i8<')2.      She  was  a 
woman  of  marked  ability,  as  was  shown  by  her  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  estate  after  the  death 
of  her  luK-band,  and  under  her  wise  and  loving  care 
a  large  family  of  children  were  reared  to  lives  of 
usefulness.    i)i  the  ehihlren.  (i)  Jarvis  Philetus, 
born  June  9,  1S05,  was  engaged  in  the  clock  busi- 
ness.   (2')  Sophia  Lucinda,  born  Aug.  29,  1S07, 
was  married  Aug.  iS,  1844,  to  Jeptha  Rose,  now  de- 
ceased.   She  died  June  2,  1900.  (3;  Lavinia  Mercy, 
born  F"eb.  14,  iSio,  was  married  June  i,  1837,  to 
Oliver  Beach,  now  deceased,  and  now  resides  at 
Granville,  ]Mass.    She  has  three  children,  George 
Oliver,  Sabra  L.  ( Mrs.  Harvy  Godard  j  and  Sopliia 
(^Mrs.  Miles  J.  Rose).    (4)  Morgan,  born  r^tarch 
17,  1812,  was  a  farmer  in  Avon.  Conn.,  and  .lied 
}ilarch  23,  1875,  unmarried.     (5)  Sabra  Parmula, 
born  June  14,  1814,  died  Aug.  8,  1824.    (6)  Sey- 
motir  Xathaniel,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Hartford,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1816,  and  died  Xov.  26, 
1872.    (7)  Luna,  horn  Dec.  10,  181S,  was  married 
i  Aug.  18,  1836,  to  Willis  Edgerton.  and  after  his 
death  to  William  Beach,  of  Bristol,  Conn.    (8)  Lu- 
cia, born  Sept.  16,  1821,  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject.   (9)  Maria,  born  I\Iay  22,  1823,  married  Clem- 
j  ent  Flolcomb,  of  Granville,  ]\Iassachtisetts. 
I       The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  had  five 
I  children:    (i)  Lucia  Ann,  born  April  27,  1843.  '^"'•'^•'5 
educated  in  Collinsville  high  school,  and  became  a 
teaclier.    On  ^lay  14,  1862,  she  married  Anson  jd. 
Case,  now  deceased,  and  they  had  one  child.  Win- 
1  throp  Tracy,  born  March  2,  1870,  who  was  edu- 
I  cated  in  the  ^lassachusetts  institute  of  Technologv, 
Boston,  and  is  now  connected  with  the  ciiy  survey- 
or's office,  Boston.    Fie  married  Cynthia  Soutliey  in 
1899.    (2)   Flora  Abigail,  born  March  21.  1845, 
was  educated  in  district  schools,  Collinsville  high 
school  and  a  young  ladies'  seminary  at  Hartford, 
and  taught  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen.    On  Oct. 
i  24,  1864,  she  married  James  O.  Rose,  of  Granville. 
I  ^lass.,  and  had  one  child,  Arabella  Barlow,  born 
April  13,  1867,  who  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  a  young  ladies'  seminarv  at  Hartford,  and 
the  Boston  Conservatory  of  IMusic,  and  is  now  a 
principal  of  the  l-'eabody  Kindergarten.    (3)  3.1a- 
ron,  born  July  10,  1850,  and  educated  in  the  Col- 
linsville high  school,  is  the  widow  of  IMason  N. 
Case,  who  died  Xov.  12,  1886,  and  now  resides  at 
Hartford.    She  has  had  one  child,  Almira  Wilcox, 
born  May  20,  1875,  who  attended  McLean  Seminary. 
I  Simsbury,  and  Smith  College.      She  was  married 
July  18, '1899,  to  William  R.  Lamb,  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn.    (4)  Harriet  Maria,  born  Jan.  21,  1S57.  mar- 
ried Daniel  T.  Dyer,  of  Canton.    (5)  Benjamin  P., 
our  subject,  was  born  March  26,  1861. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  school  at  Can- 
ton, also  Granville  (Mass.)  Academy,  in  1876,  and 
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later  W'illiston  Seminary,  at  Eastliainj-iton,  Mass., 
where  he  look  the  scieiuihc  eourse  and  graduated 
in  1880.  He  afterward  entered  tlie  law  ottioe  of  11. 
S.  and  S.  Barber,  llarlfi)rd,  wiiere  he  spent  two 
years,  but  later  gave  up  his  studies  and  returned  u> 
the  home  farm,  where  he  has  sinee  Ix-en  engaged  in 
looking  after  his  large  estate,  ids  farm  alone  com- 
prising over  200  acres.  He,  his  mother,  and  Mor- 
gan Case  were  appointed  executors  of  the  estate  of 
his  uncle,  Seymour  X.  Case,  in  which  otifice  he  has 
served  very  successfullv.  Since  1892  he  lias  also 
been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Canton  Cream- 
ery Association.  l'"or  the  year  1S92-93  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  served  on 
the  committee  on  Agriculture,  and  from  1S90  to 
1893  he  was  selectman  of  Canton. 

In  1S88  Mr.  Case  married  Mary  A.  Higley,  of 
Canton,  who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1865,  daughter  of 
Howard  and  Mary  Etta  (^Case  )  Higley.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Case  have  two  children :  Rubenia  Case  and 
Benjamin  F.  Our  subject  has  one  of  the  finest 
houses  in  Canton.  He  is  progressive,  and  looked 
upon  as  the  foremost  man  in  his  district.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  a  stanch  supporter  of 
his  party,  while  traternallv  he  is  connected  with 
several  orders,  being  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason. 

The  Higley  fanuly,  from  whom  ^Irs.  Case,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  is  descended,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  families  of  Hartford  county.  FIow- 
ard  Higley,  her  father,  was  born  in  Canton  in  1837, 
son  of  I'omeroy  and  Eunice  D.  (Humphrey)  Hig- 
ley, and  grandson  of  Obed  and  Rebecca  (  Mills  ) 
Higley.  Further  mention  is  made  of  the  Fligley 
family  elsevvdiere.]  Howard  Higley  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and 
later  in  life  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  deal- 
ing, raising  much  of  the  stock  upon  his  farm.  He 
is  now  living  retired,  making  his  home  with  his  son 
Loyal,  who  carries  on  the  farm.  He  has  always 
been  a  highly  respected  member  of  his  community, 
a  man  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  a  regular  at- 
tendant of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  no  office  seeker.  ]Mr.  Higley  mar- 
ried in  Canton  ISIiss  ^lary  Etta  Case,  who  was  born 
Feb.  22,  1838,  daughter  of  IMarvin  and  Maria  (Wil- 
cox) Case,  and  they  had  three  children:  IMary  A., 
born  Feb.  13,  1865,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Loyal, 
born  March  15,  1868,  who  married  Caroline  Rox- 
roth,  daughter  of  Jacob  Roxroth ;  and  Xellie  ^1., 
born  in  1S71,  who  married  Charles  Buckland,  and 
died  in  1895.  Mrs.  Higley  was  a  good  Christian 
woman,  and  an  attendant  of  the  Baptist  Church ;  she 
died  April  7,  1898. 

Marvdn  Case,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Higley,  and 
grandfather  of  our  subject's  wife,  was  born  March 
3,  1810,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1857.  He  was  a  great- 
grandson  of  Noah  Case  ( i ) ,  grandson  of  Xoah  Case 
(2),  and  son  of  Xoah  Case  (3)  by  his  wife  Alice 
(Case)  Case,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Rich- 
ard and  Jemima  (]\[orse)  Case,  and  grandflaughter 
of  Lieut.  Richard  and  Ruth  (Case)  Case.  Marvin 
Case  was  a  fartiier  all  his  life,  and  a  man  well  known 


in  his  community.  He  married  Maria  W  ilcox  (l)orn 
Oct.  18,  1812,  died  Sept.  27.  1857),  daughter  of  Col. 
\\  iliiani  and  Ann  (  luigerton  )  W  ilcox,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Lieut.  William  ,uid  Lucv  Wilcox.  Thcv 
had  the  following  children:  Marv  Etta,  born  I'el). 
22,  1838,  married  Howard  Higley,  and  died  April 
7,  1898;  ^Larshall  W.,  born  April  2,  1842,  married 
Ellen  Dudley,  and  died  ^larch  31.  1872  ;  Mason  X., 

i  born  July  14.  1840,  died  Xov.  12,  1880,  married  Ma- 

j  rion  Case,  a  sister  of  our  subject. 

\       JAMES  SllEPARD,  of  Xew  Britain,  is  a  So- 
licitor of  Patents  and  Expert  in  Patent  Causes.  He 
i  was  born  at  Southington,  Conn.,  May  16,  1838, 
I  where  he  resided  mainly  until  1861.    The  common 
I  schools  and  Lewis  Academy  gave  him  the  begin- 
I  ning  of  an   education,  putting   him  in  a  way  to 
I  learn,  and  he  has  been  studying  and  learning  al- 
I  most  constantly  ever  since  he  carried  his  books 
I  away  from  the  academy.    Quite  early  in  life  he 
1  engaged  in  sundry  vocations,  but  finally  settled 
;  down  as  a  toolmaker  and  machinist  until  1866. 
He  has  always  been  fond  of  travel,  and  before  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age  he  had  been  within  the 
I  limits  of  every  town  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
1  On   Sept.  25,   1859,  he  married  Celia  Adelaide, 
I  daughter  of  William  Gaylord  Curtis  and  his  wife. 
I  Lucy  (Preston),  of  Bristol,  Conn.    Their  only  child 
I  is  Celia  Antoinette  Shepard,  now  of  X'ew  Britain, 
j  Coiui.    In  1861  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain  and  in 
1862  he  removed  from  X'ew  Britain  to  Bristol.  He 
began  the  business  of  a  solicitor  of  patents  in  1866, 
which  occupation  he  has  never  changed,  excepting 
that  since  1S73  he  has  frequently  testified  as  an 
expert  in  mechanics  before  the  L'nited  States  Cir- 
cuit Courts  in  causes  based  upon  Letters  Patent.  Fie 
has  now  had  a  successful  experience  of  over  thirty- 
four  rears,  one-third  of   a   century,  in  soliciting 
patents,  and  ranks  among  the  best  and  most  skill- 
ful solicitors  in  the  country.    He  does  not  know 
[  of  anv  person  in  X'ew  England  now  engaged  in  the 
j  patent  business,  either  as  solicitor  or  expert,  who 
has  been  in  the  business  as  long  as  he  has.    As  an 
expert  in  mechanics  he  has  a  good  reputation,  be- 
ing widely  known  among  manufacturers  and  patent 
lawyers  generally,  having  testified  in  hundreds  of 
causes  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  and  his  tesu- 
'  mony  has  been  used  in  various  circuits  of  the  L'nited 
States  Courts  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  from  Cali- 
I  fornia  and  Oregon  on  the  west  to  Pennsylvania 
j  and  Maine  on  the  east,  and  from  Wisconsin  on  the 
north  to  Louisiana  on  the  south. 

Although  Mr.  Shepard  first  opened  his  office 
in  Xew  Britain  in  1868.  he  did  not  remove  from 
Bristol  to  New  Britain  until  1876.    When  in  Bris- 
tol he  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Rennhlican 
i  party,  serving  on  the  town  committee  and  being 
I  its  chairman  at  the  time  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain. 
I  Flis  removal  was  made  the  occasion  to  retire  from 
{  active  politics  and  all  such  outside  matters  a?  would 
'  be  liable  to  interfere  with  his  regular  business. 
'       ]^.Ir.  Shepard  believes,  however,  in  taking  time 
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for  recreation  and  has  never  been  without  a  hobby  I 
for  diveninj;'  his  mind  from  the  cares  of  business  j 
hfe.    With  his  family  he  frequents  tlie  ticlds  and  | 
woods  "luuiling  without  a  ,uun"  and  "  lishing-  with-  j 
out  a  Imok.  "  lor  tlicy  are  ail  grcac  admirers  of  na-  i 
ture  with  no  desire  lo  either  kill  or  catch.    He  hiis  j 
lon,y:  been  identified  with  tb.e  Xew  Britain  Scienlitic  ! 
Association,  and  is  an  occasional  writer  on  scien-  ! 
titic  subjects,  havinc;-  paid  special  attention  to  bot-  | 
anv,  mineralog-y,  archaeology  and  conchology.    \'al-  \ 
uable  contributions  have  been  made  by  him  to  the 
Peabody  !Museum  of  Yale  Collci^e  and  to  the  Na- 
tional Museum-  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  collectors,  not  connected  with 
that  institution,  to  present  it  with  specimens  of  the 
silicified  shells  of  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  and  some  of 
the  species  collected  there  by  ]Mr.  Shepard  were 
never  before  known  to  science.    He  has  received 
special  acknowled<::ment,  therefor,  by  having  his 
name  bestowed  upon  one  of  the  new  species  dis- 
covered by  him.    Among  other  hobbies  he  has  been 
an  amateur    photographer  since  1S84,  and  some 
times  contributes  articles  for  photographic  publica-  j 
tions.    He  has  traveled  in  Canatla,  !^Iexico.  Florida  | 
and  other  Southern  States,  and  prior  to  1S91  he  hr.d 
carried  his  camera   over   twenty   thousand  miles. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Xew  Britain  Camera  Club, 
the  Connecticut  Society  of  Sons  of  the  x\merican 
Revolution,  also  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  is  well-known  as  a  genealogist  and  his- 
torian. 

j\Ir.  Shepard's  ancestry  goes  back  to  many  of 
the  founders  of  our  Xew  England  towns,  but  be- 
fore presenting  the  same  we  will  give  an  account 
of  the  name. 

SHEPARD. 

The  frequent  puns  on  our  family  name  remind 
us  that  the  word  Shepard  signifies  a  man  who 
tends  and  guards  sheep  in  a  pasture.  It  is  derived 
from  sceap,  sheep,  and  hyrdc  or  Jieord.  a  herd,  a 
flock,  a  guardian,  and  was  at  length  bestowed  upon  | 
some  person  as  a  surname.  According  to  several 
authorities  it  is  classified  with  trade,  occupation, 
or  professional  names,  as,  for  example,  the  masons, 
carpenters,  bakers,  butchers,  cooks,  farmers,  millers 
and  coopers.  Charles  W'areing  Bardsle\-  in  "Our 
English  Surnames."  says,  "'Are  we  again  on  the 
bleak  hillside?  The  sheep  have  given  us  our  Shep- 
herds, the  rams  our  Wethersherds,"  etc.  The  cita- 
tions in  connection  therewith  are  "Margaret  le 
Shepherde  in  Hundred  Rolls,  John  le  Shepherde 
writs  of  parliament  and  Josse  le  Shepherde  Hun- 
dred Rolls." 

In  Mark  Antony  Lower's  Dictionary  of  Fam- 
ily Names  is  "Shepherd,  the  occupation,  variously 
misspelt,"'  with  the  name  Pastor  and  Le  Pastur  as 
another  form  of  name  from  the  same  occupation. 
In  Barber's  "British  Family  X'ames"  we  fiind  "Ship- 
pard,  Shepard,  Shepherd  and  Sheppard"  as  from 
"Chebbard,"  a  local  name  in  Dorsetshire,  and  from 
"Schappert,"  a  Dutch  personal  name.    In  German. 


mythological  names  we  find  "Shippey"  for  sheep 
island,  and  in  Kent,  England,  we  find  "Sibberts- 
wold,"  now  pronounced  Sheperilswell,  said  to  have 
been  anciently  Swythbriluesweald,  meaning  the 
wood  of  Swythbright. 

These  various  derivations  and  the  chances  that 
the  occupation  name  may  have  been  bestowed  upon 
tlift'erent  persons  in  remote  localities,  makes  it  high- 
ly improbable  that  the  various  persons  by  the  name 
of  Sh.epard  have  any  common  origin. 

X'o  extended  research  has  been  made  l)v  the 
compiler  ajs  to  the  antiquitv  of  the  surname  "Shep- 
ard." but  it  does  not  appear  in  the  "list  of  names 
of  Persons  in  Domesday  Book  holding  lands,  and 
tenants,  and  under  tenants,"  as  given  in  Barber's 
"British  Family  X'ames,"  nor  in  his  list  of  X'orman 
names.  X'either  have  we  been  able  to  find  the  name 
"Chebbard"  anywhere  aside  from  the  single  pas- 
sage in  Barber  herein  before  given.  The  earliest 
mention  of  the  name  Shepard  thus  far  found  with 
the  year  specifically  stated  is  in  "Palgrave's  Par- 
liamentary Writs."  which  gives  "Richard  le  Shep- 
herd, ]\Ianucaptor  (bailsman),  of  Johannes  filius 
Gwydonis,  Knight  of  the  Shore,  returned  for  \\'ar- 
wick  1298,  and  Hugh  le  Shepherd.  Manucaptor  of 
Rogerus  de  Barton  Burgess,  returned  for  Kings- 
ton-upon-HuU.  1305.  The  Ivlargaret  le  Shepherde 
and  Josse  le  Shepherde,  before  referred  to,  were 
of  an  early  date  as  their  names  appear  in  "Hun- 
dred Rolls."  a  record  that  was  ordered  by  Edward 
I,  who  reigned  from  1272  to  1307. 

In  the  "Gentlemen's  ]vlagazine,"  of  1S30.  a 
writer  referring  to  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Bri- 
tania.  Vol.  V,  No.  52,  says:  "The  family  of  Shep- 
ard is  of  considerable  antiquity  and  was  originally 
at  ^lendlesham  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  The 
earliest  notice  of  them  which  I  met  with  there  is 
an  inscription  on  a  Ioosq  stone  in  the  vestry,  which 
ser\'es  as  a  support  to  the  church."  He  then  gives 
the  inscription  in  latin,  without  date,  and  adds, 
"These  lines  I  have  seen  translated  into  the  fol- 
lowing doggerels,  viz. : 

One  mind  did  both  of  us  direct, 

One  love  united  found: 
Our  hearts  to  the  one  God  of  Love,  ■  ■  ' 

Our  bodies  to  the  ground.  > .    ■  - 

We  both  by  one  and  self  same  name        •  . 

Of  Sheiipard  Ion?  were  known; 
The  wife,  she  was  Elizabeth, 

The  husband,  he  was  John. 
We  both  did  thrice  three  sons  produce, 

And  daughters  fair  twice  two: 
God  grant  that,  thus  increas'd,  our  house 

May  ever  do  so  too. 

In  the  visitations  of  Shropshire,  1623,  we  find 
arms  from  Harleian  records  bearing  date  1396 
for  "Shepard,"  the  spelling  being  identical  with  that 
herein  used  as  the  proper  spelling.  \^ariations  in 
spelling  are  numerous,  but  of  no  special  significance, 
and  in  some  English  records  we  find  the  name 
abbreviated  as  "Sheppe."  The  spelling  "Shep-ard"' 
is  phoneticallv  correct,  contains  no  superfious  let- 
ters, and,  ha^  ing  been  in  use  more  than  five  hun- 
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dred  years  ai^o.  can  well  bo  accepted  as  a  correct 
form  of  the  name. 

The  Shepards  of  America,  in  so  far  as  thev 
have  descended  from  emiy;rani  settlers  who  were 
here  pri^r  to  i()50.  are  mainly  descendants  of  Ralph 
Shepard.  of  Dedliam,  who  came  in  the  "Abigal," 
1635,  was  later  of  Maiden,  Mass.,  and  generally 
known  as  of  that  place ;  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard, 
of  Cambridge,  who  came  in  the  "Defence"  Oct. 
3,  1635,  and  is  recorded  at  the  custom  house  m 
England  under  the  name  of  "John  Shei)ard.'"  and 
Edward  Shepard,  who  was  in  Cambridge  as  earlv 
as  1639.  There  were  three  other  Shepards  in  Xew 
England  about  the  same  time,  but  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  their  posterity.  Other  Shepard  emigrants 
\vho  have  left  descendants  were  here  not  long  after 
1650.  The  Shepards  of  Killingly  and  vicinity  in 
eastern  Connecticut  and  of  East  Haven,  Conn., 
are  the  descendants  of  Ralph  of  Maiden,  and  the 
Hartford  family  of  Shepards  are  from  Edward 
through  his  only  son.  Sergeant  John. 

Edward  Shepard.  An  account  of  Edward 
Shepard  and  his  descendants  was  published  in  the 
New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register, 
Vol.  XXXn,  July.  1S7S,  p.  322.  in  part  compiled 
by  Mr.  Shepard,  and  to  which  reference  is  made  for 
matter  here  omitted. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  Edward  Shepard  came 
from  England,  but  no  mention  has  been  found  of 
him  previotis  to  his  appearance  in  X'ew  England, 
nor  have  we  been  able  to  trace  any  connection  be- 
tween him  and  some  half-dozen  other  Shepards 
who  came  to  this  country  about  the  same  time. 
Savage  says  that  John  Shepard,  of  Braintree,  was 
a  brother  of  Edward,  and  had  Samuel,  who  died 
Aug.  29.  1 641.  and  that  said  John  was  one  of  the 
thirty-two  petitioners  desiring  to  plant  at  X'ara- 
j::ansett.  Edward  Shepard  and  John  Shepard  were 
both  made  freeman  at  Boston  Alay  10,  1643  [Co- 
lonial records.  Vol.  XI,  p.  27],  and  they  may  have 
been  brothers,  as  Savage  says.  Since  1878  ex- 
haustive researches  have  been  made  in  England 
without  getting  any  new  light  as  to  Edward  Shep- 
ard's  English  antecedents.  A  scrap  of  evidence 
has,  however,  been  found  by  E.  X'.  Shepard  in  a 
manuscript  note  book  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shen- 
ard,  givinp-  the  "Relation  of  Goodman  Shepard." 
meaning,  it  is  thought,  Edward  Shepard.  It  begins 
as  follows :  "The  Lord  brought  me  into  a  family 
where  I  was  led  to  see  what  a  vile  creature  I  was. 
Going  to  hear  'Sir.  Rogers,"  etc.  In  the  church  at 
Dedham,  Essex,  England,  is  a  mural  monument 
with  the  figure  of  a  man  preaching  and  the  name 
John  Rogers,  Oct.  iS.  1636  [History  of  Essex,  by 
a  gentleman.  1772],  from  which  we  learn  that  ^Ir. 
Rogers  preached  at  Dedham.  a  place  fifty-nine  miles 
from  London.  This  is  the  onlv  clue  to  Edward 
Shepard's  residence  in  England.  The  account  of 
his  conversion  savs  E.  X.  Shepard.  reads  "much 
like  the  modern  Prayer  meeting  confession."  The 
particular  sin  which  so  much  troubled  him  was 
Sabbath  breaking. 


;  "Edward  Shei^ard  bought  of  James  Herringe 
'  one  dwelling  house,  with  a  garden,  abuttelling  on 
I  John  Betts  northeast,  Edward  Mickerson  on  the 
i  north.  -Mr.  Andrews  west,  the  highway  (now  South 

street  between  Holyuke  and  Dunster)  south.  More, 
;  a  small  garden  cui  the  other  side  of  the  highwav, 

abutelling  on  John  Thrumbull  east  and  south,  on 
j  Mr.  Paine's  yard  west,  on  the  highway  north.  More 
j  upon  the  south  side  of  Charles  river,  a  lot  of  plant- 
i  ing"  land,  five  acres  more  or  less,  abutelling  Boston 

field  east,  John  Thrumbull  and  Mr.  Andrew's  lands 

west  and  south  u])on  the  highway  and  creek  north, 
i  Richard  Jackson^ 

I  Joseph  Isake, 

RoRERT  Saunders." 
;  [Cambridge  Records,  1639,  p.  loS.]     Xo  date  of 
;  the  purchase  is  given,  and  according  to  the  usual 
]  custom  he  probably  bought  this  land  and  resided 

at  Cambridge  sometime  before  the  land  was  re- 
:  corded,  although  1639  is  the  earliest  date  that  can 
:  be  positively  stated. 

I  The  following  is  from  the  record  of  "Shepard 
I  and  ^Mitchell's  Church,"  which  was  made  up  frojn 
I  memory  by  Rev.  'Mr.  ^Mitchell  in  165S,  after  the 

death  of  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard  : 

"Edward  Shepard  member  in  f.  c.    So  also  was: 

his  wife,  A'iolct,  deceased.  Their  children  yt  were 
;  in  minority  when  He  joyned  are  Abigal,  now  liv- 
:  ing  at  Dedham  ;  Deborah,  now  also  at  Dedham,  and 
!  Sarah,  nov,^  dwelling  at  Braintree.    The  eldest  of 

these  aged  twelve,  ye  2d  ten,  3d  seven  years  when 
:  their  Parents  joyned,  being  all  baptized  in  Eng- 
I  land."  It  was  then  necessary  to  be  a  member  of 
;  the  church  in  order  to  be  made  a  freeman,  and 
i  therefore  the  date  of  Edward's  admission  to  the 
i  church  may  be  considered  as  1643,  on  May  10  of 
I  which  year  he  was  made  a  freeman.  His  daughter, 
;  Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Tomson.  ched  at  Brain- 
I  tree.  Mass..  Jan.  15.  1679,  aged  forty-three,  and 
!  woidd  therefore  have  been  seven  years  of  age  in 
i  1643,  the  year  in  which  we  suppose  Edward  joined 
I  the  church. 

i  From  the  same  church  record  we  have  "^lary, 
now  the  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Edward  Shepard. 
was  dismisserl  hither  from  Ch.  at  Dorchester,  and 
is  in  f.  c.  with  us.    Her  dau.,  Mary  Pond,  baptized 

:  at  Dorchester,  was  eleven  years  old  at  her  mother's 

'  joyning  with  us." 

j       We  have  no  records  of  their  marriage,  but 
!  Violet  Sheoard  died  Jan.  9,  1648-Q.    The  daughter 
of  Mary  Pond  married  John  Blackman.  and  their 
first  child  was  born  Aug.  10.  i6^6.    We  may  thcre- 
!  fore  conclude  that  Mrs.  ^larv  Pond  lived  at  Cam- 
!  bridge  before  her  marriage  with  Edward  Shepard. 
a  conclusion  the  more  probable  because  her  first 
husband.  Robert  Pond,  died  in  1637:  that  it  is  also 
probable  that  she  brought  other  children  with  her 
to  Cambridge  and  that  Daniel  Pond,  who  married 
Abigail  Shepard,  was  her  son.    Edward  Shepard's 
name,  as  also  that  of  his  son,  John  Shepard,  appears 
in  the  town  and  county  records  in  various  rcla- 
\tions  until  1680-81,  when  his  will  was  proven  Aug. 
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20,  16S0,  and  Jolm  suld  the  homestead  Sept.  18, 
1081,  to  Owen  W  arland. 

That  lie  was  a  mariner  appears  from  his  own 
assertion  in  deeds  t(>  Edward  Clianipney.  Mareh 
19.  165J,  and  to  W.  I'essenden.  Feb.  18,  1679.  and 
in  liis  will  daied  Oct.  i,  1074.  Also  from  mention, 
made  in  the  record  of  the  steward  of  Harv.  Coll., 
1654,  of  two  importations  of  wheat  "from  aboard 
Ed.  Shephearde's  vessel."  Also  from  a  letter  from 
Thomas  .Stanley,  of  Hartford,  to  Mr.  Albce,  of 
Boston,  showing  tliat  Goodman  Shepard  (that  is, 
Edward)  was  cngagetl  in  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween Boston  and  Hartford  and  probal)Iy  other 
ports  in  1652  [Sufifolk  County  Court  Records]. 

We  have  no  means  of  determining  the  date  of 
his  death  other  than  the  deed  to  ^\'.  Fessenden, 
1679,  and  the  proving  of  his  will,  1680.  The  orig- 
inal is  on  file  at  the  Middlesex  probate  office.  East 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  the  will  is  also  on  record 
there. 

Children  of  Edv^-ard  and  Molet  Shepard:  (i) 
John,  born  in  Eng.,  1627.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Eng.,  1629.  and  according  to  her  father's  will  was 
living  in  1674  and  had  children.  (3)  Abigal.  born 
in  Eng.,  163 1,  m.  Daniel,  son  of  Robert  and  ]\Iary 
Pond,  of  Dedham,  or  in  other  words  the  son  of  her 
stepmother.  She  died  July  5.  i66r.  (4)  Deborah, 
born  in  Eng.,  1633,  m.  Jonathan  Fairbanks,  Jr., 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Grace  Fairbanks,  who  came 
to  Dedham  in  1641.  (  Sarah,  born  in  Eng., 
1636,  m.,  April  27.  i6^6,  Samuel,  son  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam Tomson,  Braintree,  ^^lass.  She  died  Jan.  i^;, 
1679,  aged  forty-three.  There  is  no  record  of  any 
children  bv  second  wife,  i^Iarv  Pond. 

John,  son  of  Edward.  Mitchell's  church  record 
contains  the  following:  "John  Shepard  (son  of  Ed- 
ward Shepard.  before  named)  and  his  wife  both  in 
f.  c.  Their  children,  Rebecca.  John,  Sarah,  \'iolet, 
all  borne  and  baptized  in  this  church.  Elizabeth, 
baptized  Julv  29,  1660:  Edward,  baptized  Aug.  3, 
1662;  Sanuiel  Shepard,  baptized  July  3d,  1664; 
Thomas,  baptized  Xov.  18,  "66." 

John,  made  freeman  at  Cambridge  May  22, 
1650  [Colonial  Records,  Vol.  XI,  p.  228].'  We 
suppose  that  he  removed  to  Hartford  after  the 
birth  of  Thomas,  1666,  as  this  is  the  last  birth 
recorded  in  Cambridge.  The  first  mention  of  him 
in  Hartford  is  found  in  the  records  of  the  '"Par- 
ticular Court"  [\'ol.  n,  p.  48].  in  the  will  of 
Thomas  Greenhill,  dated  July  16,  I6^3,  in  which  he 
requires  his  executors  "to  take  a  deed  of  sale  of 
land  I  have  latelv  bought  of  my  Brother  John  Shep- 
ard and  Rebecah.  his  wife."  He  also  mentions 
"my  sister,  Rebecca  Shepard,  and  her  children, 
John  and  Rebecca."  Again  in  Conn.  Colonial  Re- 
port, Vol.  I,  p.  360,  we  find,  "Receaued  bv  me  John 
Shepherd  of  my  loving  \'nkel  Gregory  Winterton, 
Thirty-four  potinds  wch  he  receaued  of  my  Bro. 
Thomas  Greenhill  for  lands  I  have  sold  him.  for 
wch  I  made  my  Vnkel  a  letter  of  Attournev,  I  say 
receaued  by  me  John  Shepherd  Augst  4,  i^'54-" 

Thomas  Greenhill  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and 


.  Rebecca  Greenhill  and  sister  of  John  Shepard's 
j  wife,  Rebecca.  The  said  Thomas  Greenhill  died 
i  the  same  \ear  he  made  his  will. 1653,  without  leav- 
ing in  full  for  the  lands  that  he  had  bought  of  his 
j  sister,  ]\el)ccca  Sliepard.  In  Private  Controversevs, 
j  \"ol.  11,  p.  I  (Hartford),  is  a  power  of  attorney 
j  from  John  Shepartl  of  Cambridge,  cooper,  and 
j  Rebecca  Slu  pard  to  Jeremiah  A<lams(  who  had  mar- 
I  ried  the  Widow  Rebecca  Cireenhill,  Mrs.  Shepard's 
j  mother),  to  sue  Mr.  William  Goodwin  and  Edward 
j  Stebliins,  of  Hartford,  executors  on  the  estate  of 
j  Thomas  Greenhill,  deceased,  "for  debts  due  upon 
I  account  of  ye  land  bought  by  said  Greenhill." 
i  Dated  ]\Iarch  25,  1655.  The  signatures  of  John  and 
I  Rebecca  Shepard  are  witnessed  by  Edward  Shep- 
I  ard  and  John  Blackman. 

In  the  records  of  the  Particular  Court.  Vol.  IT, 
j  page  88,  "A  quarter  Courte  in  Hartford."  June  8, 
j  1656,  "John  Shepard  and  Rebecca  Adams  pits.. 
Contra  Mr.  Will  Goodwyn  and  Edw.  Stebbing,  de- 
I  fendts..  in  an  action  for  monys  due  uppon  the  sale 
i  of  land  to  the  damage  of  40  pounds."    There  was 
I  a  letter  presented  to  this  court  bv  "Jer.  Addams" 
'  as.  from  John  Shepard,  of  Cambridge,  with  a  marked 
passage  for  the  court  to  read,  referring  to  Mr. 
Goodwin,  as  follows:  "I  Ret  nothing  of  him  but 
harsh  words  not  fit  to  bare  as  Imprisonment  and 
Chaines  a  sore  brush  but  a  Cloude  without  Raine." 
Xo  record  of  the  court  decision  is  found  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  are  not  sufficiently  set 
forth  to  enable  us  to  understand  the  application  of 
the  language  quoted.     Perhaos  tl:ese  words  had 
reference  to  the  great  religious  controversy  then 
going  on,  respecting  the  qualifications  for  baptism, 
i  church  membership,  and  the  rights  of  the  brother- 
hood, which  arose  from  a  difference  between  Rev. 
!Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Goodwin  (who  was  afterward 
the  leader  of  "the  Withdrawers") ,  and  which  so 
agitated  so  many  churches  that  Doctor  blather  said 
"From  the  fire  of  the  altar  there  issued  thunder- 
ings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes  through  the 
colony." 

John  Shepard's  ninth  child,  Deborah,  by  her 
death  record,  was  born  in  1670,  and  as  the  birth 
of  his  eighth  child,  Thomas,  in  1666.  is  the  last 
one  recorded  at  Cambridge,  it  is  supposed  that 
Deborah.  Abigal  and  Flannah  were  born  in  Flart- 
ford.  and  that  the  removal  fro:n  Cambridge  to 
Hartford  was  between  1666  and  1670.  In  the  Hart- 
ford Town  Votes  we  find  that  John  Shepard  was 
voted  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  June  2,  1671,  which 
is  the  first  record*  we  find  of  him  as  a  resident 
of  Hartford. 

Hinman  says  he  was  "a  man  of  consequence 
!  in  the  colony."  He  was  known  as  Serjeant  Jolm 
i  Shepard.  The  records  of  the  Particular  Court, 
Xov.  25,  1673,  is  the  first  instance  found  where 
he  is  described  as  Serjeant.  He  lived  on  what  is 
now  known  as  Lafayette  street,  just  south  of  the 
capitol.  Two  of  his  sons.  John  and  Thomas  (and 
perhaps  Samuel)  lived  on  the  same  street.  The 
fact  that  l.e  and  his  four  sons  were  all  coopers 
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caused  the  sfcot  to  bo  called  "Coopers  Lane."  by 
whicli  name  it  was  known  nniil  cliant;cd  to  La- 
fayette street  by  wte  of  the  LVunnion  Coinieil  on 
May  ::4,  1S52. 

He  was  one  of  th.c  jury  of  the  Particular  Court 
March  7,  1671-2.  and  again  March  \2  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  the  town  packer  or  repacker  in  1672- 
3-4  and  8  and  again  in  1679.  In  i(\^9  lie  was 
packer  and  sealer  of  measures,  packer  in  168 1  and 
1CS2  and  sealer  of  measures  in  1706. 

In  Hartford  land  records.  Distributions,  page 
577,  land  is  recorded  as  belonging  to  nineteen  dif- 
ferent persons,  one  of  whom  was  John  Shepard. 
Thev  were  probablv  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Green- 
hill.  ■  The  entrv  has  no  date,  but  the  next  entry 
is  dated  1681.  On  page  50t.  same  book,  seventeen 
acres  of  land  ''breth  to  Wethersfield  bounds"  are 
laid  out  to  John  Shepherd  Jan.  19.  16S3.  the  first 
date  given  for  any  of  his  land  in  Hartford. 

In  the  records  of  the  Particular  Court,  A'ol. 
III.  p.  134,  Xov.  25,  1673,  t'l^  following:  "Mr. 
Way.  plntf..  Contra  Sargt.  John  Shepherd,  defnt., 
in  an  action  of  the  case  for  making  imsizealile  Bar- 
rels for  porck  whereby  the  sayd  mr.  \\'ay  was 
much  damnified  with  ye  damage  to  the  value  of 
Twelve  pounds.  In  this  action  the  jurv  find  for  the 
Defnt." 

In  1675  [Particular  Court  Records,  \"ol.  Ill, 
p.  148]  he  sues  his  wife's  stepfather.  Jermy  Adams, 
for  trespass  in  the  illegal  use  of  lands  belonging 
to  Samuel  Greenhill's  estate.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  another  court.  In  Hartford  Town  A'otes 
[printed  edition,  p.  207J,  Jan.  14,  1683.  land  which 
should  have  been  laid  out  to  Thomas  Greenhill 
(whose  division  is  equal  with  Gregory  Winterton) 
was  laid  out  to  John  Shephard  Senr.  By  the  rec- 
ords in  "Private  Controverseys'"  we  find  that  about 
1679  he  appealed  from  the  decision  sustaining  the 
will  of  Thomas  Greenhill,  and  later  presented  a 
certificate  from  England,  the  place  of  Greenhill's 
nativity  showing  his  "non  age"  and  consequent  in- 
capacitv  to  make  a  will.  The  record  is  long',  full 
of  details  and  somewhat  confusing.  In  1679  the 
will  was  disallowed  and  the  executors  both  being 
dead  Sergt.  John  Shepard  was  appointed  admin- 
istrator, but  the  matter  was  still  before  the  court  in 
1682  and  on  March  4,  1696,  "  Sergt.  Shepard  with- 
draws his  appeal." 

Rebecca,  the  first  wife  of  Serjeant  John  Shep- 
ard, died  Dec.  22,  1689,  aged  about  fifty-five  [Judd 
says  she  died  Dec.  26,  1690.]  They  were  married 
(probably  at  Cambridge.  ^lass.) .•  Oct.  i.  1649.  He 
married  (second)  Susannah,  widow-  of  William 
Goodwin.  Sen..  Hartford,  with  whom  he  made  a 
marriage  contract  dated  Aug.  3.  i6c)i.  This  \\"\\\- 
iam  Goodwin  was  son  of  Ozias.  and  not  the  Will- 
iam Goodwin  referred  to  in  John  Shepard's  letter 
In  the  court  record  before  mentioned.  The  widow 
Susanna  was  a  sister  of  Sarah  Fruen.  who  was  en- 
gaged to  Thomas  Greenhill  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
She  died  early  in  1698.  and  he  married  f third) 
Sept.  8,  1698,  Martha,  widow  of  Arthur  Ilenbury, 


i  of  Symsbury  and  Hartfurd,  who  was  buried  Aug. 
I  I.  i<>97. 

]  The  first  probate  record  in  Hanf  ^rd  of  any 
j  Shepard  estate  is  in  \  ol.  \  1.  jxige  33.  when  the 
I  will  of  Susaima  Shepard  was  ]M-oven  Aj^ril  13, 
I  1698.  having  been  matle  the  7th  of  March  ]ncvi(!us. 
I  She  mentions  only  her  own  children  and  grand- 
{  children.  The  next  She]iard  estate  recorded  is 
I  found  in  \'o!.  \TI.  page  95.  court  side,  Julv  7,  1707. 

when  "John  Shepard.  of  Hartford,  Cooper,  and 
!  Martha  Shepard,  of  Hartford,  Widdow,  relict  of 
Serjt.  John  Shepard,  late  of  said  Hartford  (de- 
ceased), exhibited  in  this  Court  an  inventory  of  the 
Estate."  Lie  died  June  12,  1707.  The  distribution 
of  the  estate  Xov.  28,  1710  [Distrilnition  files], 
names  Martha  Shepard  Relict,  John  Shepard,  Sam- 
uel Shepard,  Thomas  Shepard,  Elizalieth  Goodwin, 

i  Rebechah   .  Sarah    Ston.  Deborah  White, 

j  Abigal  Butler,  and  Hannah  Ensign. 
I        Children  of  John  Shepard  and  his  first  wife, 
i  Rebecca  Greenhill:    (i)  Rebecca,  born  1650,  niar- 
I  ried,  1671,  Jonathan  Bigelow,  of  Hartford.  She 
j  died,  and  he  married  (second)  Mary  Olcott,  dau. 

I  of   ,  and  (third)   Aviary  Benton,  dau.  of 

j  Andrew  Benton.  Alter  Bigelow's  death  his  widow 
Mary  married.  Mav  8,  1712,  John  Shepard,  brother 
of  Rebecca.  {2)  John,  born  Jan.  22,  1653.  (3) 
Sarah,  born  ?\Iarch  5,  1656,  married  Benajah  Stone, 
of  Guilford.  Conn.,  and  probably  died  heirless  be- 
tween the  date  of  the  distribution  of  her  father's 
estate,  1710,  and  th,e  distribution  of  her  brother 
Samuel's  estate,  Dec.  18,  1753,  in  which  no  mention 
is  made  of  Sarah  nor  her  heirs.    (4)  \'iolet,  born 

 ,  married,  Aug.  10,  1678,  John  Stedman. 

She  died  Aug.  4.  1G82.    (5)  Elizabeth,  born  1660. 
bapt.  Jul_v  29,  1660,  married,  16S0,  William,  son 
of  Susannah  and  William  Goodwin,  and  conse-  - 
quently  son  of  her  father's  second  wife.    (6)  Ed-- 
'  ward,  born  July  31,  1662,  was  a  cooper,  died  Sept. 
i  9,  1711;  married,  April  14,  1687,  Abigal,  dau.  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Savage,  she  born  July  10,  1666. 
i  He  resided  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  was  deputy 
I  to  the  General  Court,  1710-11.    He  left  three  sons, 
\  Tohn,  Edward  and  Samuel.   The  latter  was  drowned 
j  in  the  Connecticut  river,  1750,  and  was  the  richest 
i  Shepard  whose  estate  is  on  record  at  Hartford. 
His  inventory  amounted  to  £12,964,  12s..  6d. 

(7)  Samuel,  born,  iCj^n.  bapt.  July  3,  1664.  was 
a  cooper.  Made  his  will  Feb.  i,  17 ^^'l^ch 
time  he  resided  at  West  Hartford.  W  dl  proven 
April  2,  1745.  He  probably  never  married,  as  his 
brothers  and  sisters  or  their  heirs  were  his  only 
heirs.  (8)  Thomas,  born  Xov.  12,  i'x.6,  was  a 
cooper.  ^lade  his  will  Feb.  2,  174^:  pnnen  March 
6,  1743;  married  first,  Susannah  .^cott.  Sept.  5, 
1G95;  married  (second),  Oct.  12,  1710,  Jane  Steb- 
bins.  dau.  of  John  and  Deborah  Stebbins,  born  at 
Xew  London,  Conn.,  Sept.  6,  1680,  and  widow  ot 
John  X'orth.  of  Avon,  who  died  in  170*).  The  in- 
ventorv  of  Jane  Snepard's  estate  was  taKcn  April 
21,  1749.    (9)  Deborah,  born  1670,  married,  Feb. 
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4,  1692.  Jacdb.  son  of  Capt.  Xatlianio!  ami  Elizabeth 
W  hite,  of  Middlctown,  Conn.,  w  licro  siic  died  Feb. 

5,  1721,  ai^cd  tifty-one.  He  married  (second),  Dec. 
iC,  17-9,  Rebecca  W  illett,  wid  nv  of  Tiionias  Ran- 
ney,  and  died  March  jq.  I7,v'>.  aj;ed  sevent\ -three, 
(lo)  Ahiq-al.  married,  Auf;;-.  ().  I'x^i,  Thomas,  son  of 
Jonathan  Butler,  of  Hartford.  Thomas  llntler  died 
Aug-.  23,  1725.  (11)  Hannah,  married.  Dec.  i, 
1692,  Thomas  Ensig:n,  of  Hartford. 

Scr<;t.  John  Shepard's  dauj^hter  Rebecca  had 
six  children  ;  son  John  had  s:n'en  :  danchter  Sarah 
had  none;  daughter  \"iolet  had  two:  daughter  l-^liz- 
abeth  had  ten;  son  Edward  had  three;  son  Samuel 
had  none ;  son  Thomas  had  twelve :  daughter  De- 
borah had  ten :  daughter  Abigal  had  twelve ;  daugh 
ter  Hannah  had  six;  making  a  total  of  sixtv-eight 
grandchildren. 

Di:acox  Jonx  Siif-Pako.  son  of  Scrgt.  Tohn.  of 
Edward,  born  Jan.  22.  1653.  married  (first).  r^Iav 
12,  16S0.  Hannah,  daughter  of  Dea.  Paul  Peck, 
born  1656;  married  (second).  ]\Iav  iS,  171 2.  Marv 
Bigclow.  the  third  wife  and  widow  of  Jonathan 
Bigelow,  who  first  married  John  Shepard's  sister, 
Rebecca.  In  Hartford  Land"  Records  [\'ol.  MH, 
p.  387],  3>Iary  Shepard,  formerly  :Mary  JJcnton, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Benton,  of  Hartford,  quit 
claims  all  right  in  estate  of  Andrew  Benton  to  her 
brother,  jNIoses  Benton.  She  was  born  April  14, 
1655.  Administration  of  the  estate  of  Marv  Shep- 
ard, widow  and  relict  of  Deacon  John  Shepard, 
deceased,  was  granted  unto  IMoses  Benton,  of  Hart- 
ford, Jan.  3,  1753  ["^'oL,  X\'I,  p.  82].  The  hrst 
church  catalogue  says  "Widow  }^Iarv  Shepard  died 
Dec.  23,  1752,  aged  ninety  and  upwards."  She 
was  ninety-six  years,  seven  months  and  twentv-eight 
days  old  on  the  said  Dec.  23. 

John  Shepard  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  He  was 
packer  and  sealer  of  measures  in  16S4  and  again  in 
1705.  He  was  one  of  the  jurymen  in  the  Countv 
Court  in  :\Iarch.  1708-9.  1709-10.  1710-ir.  and  in 
April,  1715.  Grandjuryman  in  1709,  1710,  1714 
and  1715.  In  1710  he  was  one  of  the  selectmen, 
sealer  of  measures  in  1712  and  1713.  He  and  his 
first  wife,  Hannah  Peck,  joined  tlic  first  ch.urch  at 
Hartford  on  May  2,  1686,  and  in  1712  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  deacons,  which  office  he  IkM  until 
his  death  in  1736.  His  will,  uated  Aug.  i,  1728, 
was  proven  April  6,  1736.  and  is  recorded  in  Hart- 
ford Probate  Records  [Vol.  XII,  p.  359  to  361]. 
The  inventory  of  his  estate  is  dated  April  7,  1736, 
and  is  recorded  in  \'ol.  XII,  p.  7,6q.  The  amount 
is  £557,  OS.,  7d. 

Children  of  John  and  Hannah  ;  (i)  John,  born 
Nov..  1681.  married,  Oct.  9.  1707,  Abigal,  dau.  of 
Gideon  and  Sarah  Allen.  Thev  removed  to  ]Mil- 
ford,  where  both  were  admitted  to  the  church  July 
8,  171 1.  He  died  about  1719,  and  she  married 
Csecond),  Sept.  8,  1723,  Daniel  Foote,  of  Strat- 
ford and  Xewtown.  She  died  Dec.  19.  1735,  aged 
over  seventv.  (2)  Samuel,  born  Feb.  2,  1684. 
(3)  Anna,  bapt.  Jan.  30,    1686-7.     (4)  Hannah, 


j  born  Jan.  29,  160S,  married,  IMay  22,  1 712,  Charles 
i  Buckland.    (5)  Joseph,  born  April  2g,  10S9,  mar- 
!  ried,  Jan.  19,  171 1,  Elizabeth  Mowers.    His  wife 
1  was  buried  March  24,  1750.    His  will,  dated  Dec. 
!  17,  1761,  was  probated  April  5,   1702.     (0)  Re- 
j  becca,  born  May  20,  bapt.  ]\lav  24,  iOi;(),  died  voung. 
(7)  Timothy,  born  June  7,  JO97,  died  April  21, 
1716.    (8)  Rebecca,  born  May  20,  1698,  died  Oct. 
•29,  1706. 

S.\.mul:l  Siiei'ard,  son  of  Dea.  John,  of  Sergt. 
John,  of  Edward,  born  Feb.  2,  1684,  died  June  5, 
!  1750.    He  married"  ( first )  Mav  17,  1709,  Bethiah, 
j  daughter  of  John  and  Meletiah  (Bradford)  Steele, 
i  a  descendant  of  George  Steele  from  the  County  of 
j  Essex,   England,   1632,  granddaughter  of  Major 
j  William    Bradford    and    great-granddaughter  of 
I  Gov.  William  Bradford,  of  Plvmouth,  }»[ass.,  who 
came  over  in  the  "^lavtlower"'  in  1620.    She  died, 
1746.  and  he  married  (second)  Eunice  (daughter 
of  John  Btitler  ),  who  probably  died  in  West  Hart- 
ford Oct.  29,  1772.    He  convenanted  his  son,  John, 
for  baptism  at  the  South  Church.  Hartford,  April 
30,  1710,  but  he  and  his  wife,  Bethiah,  both  joinetl 
the  first  church  July  22,  17 12,  and  the  rest  of  his 
children  were  baptized  there. 

Sanniel  Shepard  and  Bethiah,  his  wife,  qttit  claim 
unto  Ebenezer  Steel  "land  which  sometime  did 
belong  to  3ilr.  James  Steel,  late  of  Hartford,  de- 
ceased, grandfather  to  the  said  Ebenezer  Steel  and 
the  said  Bethiah  Shepard"  IMarch  i,  1716-17 
[Hartford  Land  Records,  \^ol.  IH,  p.  134].  A 
like  deed  is  recorded  on  page  156  from  Ebenezer 
Steel  to  Samuel  Shepard. 

Administration  was  granted  on  the  estate  of 
Samuel  Shepard,  late  of  Hartford,  deceased,  July 
30,  1750,  to  John  Shepard  and  James  Shepard.  The 
inventory  of  the  estate  was  filed  Dec.  13,  1750,  and 
in  all  amounted  to  £1,795,  6s.,  lod.  The  estate  was 
distributed  to  John  Shepard,  eldest  son,  a  double 
share,  and  a  single  share  each  to  James,  William, 
Amos,  Stephen.  Hannah  and  Sarah  Shepard.  chil- 
dren of  the  said  deceased.  Samuel  Shepard,  son 
of  the  deceased,  v.-as  appointed  guardian  to  his 
minor  brothers.  William  and  Amos. 

Children  of  Samuel  and  Bethiah;  (i)  John, 
born  April  28,  1710.  bapt.  April  30,  same  year,  mar- 
ried Rebecca.  Made  will  June  7,  1785;  probated 
June  23,  1789.  (2)  James,  bapt.  ]\Iay  2,  1714, 
married  (first),  Xov.  22.  1739,  Sarah  Hopkins. 
She  died  Jan.  13.  1762,  and  he  married  (second), 
Feb.  9,  1764,  Obedience  Trumbull,  of  Suffield,  who 
survived  him.  Administration  of  his  estate  was 
granted  to  his  son,  Levi  Shepard,  of  Xorthampton, 
Zvlass.,  ^March  3,  1791.  Obed.ience  Shepard,  of 
Hartford,  widow,  relict  of  James  Shepard.  late  of 
Hartford,  deceased,  deeds  land  to  her  son,  Levi,  of 
Xorthampton,  May  10,  1791  [Hartford  Land  Rec- 
ords, Vol.  X\'III,  p.  494].  Her  son,  James,  also 
lived  at  Xorthampton,  but  it  is  not  probable  that 
James, the  son  of  Samuel, ever  lived  at  Xorthampton. 
(3)  Bethiah,  bapt.  Oct.  23,  1720,  not  mentioned  in 
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tlic  (.lisl'Mbution  of  her  father's  estate.  (4)  Han- 
nah. ba[it.  -NOV.  22.  1724,  was  not  married  in  1750, 
when  her  iatlier"s  e^tatc  was  (Hstributed,  and  signs 
l->er  niaiilen  name  to  a  deed  on  ^fareh  22.  1750-51. 
She  married  on  l~cbrnary  3.  I7'',v  John  iWirkett. 
(5)  Sarah,  hapt.  Ani,^.  7.  17J().  signs  her  maiden 
name  to  a  deed  Mareh  22,  1750-51.  ( ( > )  Samnel, 
bapt.  May  26.  172S.  married  Idannah  lironson.  (7) 
Stephen,  bapt.  May  24.  1730,  killed  accidentally.* 
Jan.  26,  1799.  aged  sixty-nine,  at  West  Hartford, 
Conn.;  married  Susannah  Dlanchard  Se]:)t.  25.  1748. 
He  and  wile,  Susannah,  joined' the  first  church  in 
Hartford  Nov.  20,  1748.  Gave  his  residence  as 
Hartford  in  a  deed  dated  April  iS,  1791.  (8)  Will- 
iam.' bapt.  Oct.  15.  1732.  married,  March  28.  1753. 
Hannah,  dau.  of  Abel  and  Abigal  (Ensign)  Gillette. 
She  died  at  Granby  and  he  at  Pauton,  Addison 
Co.,  \'t.  He  and  his  sons,  William  and  Abel,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  From  Hartford  land 
records  he  resided  at  W  nulsor  in  1756  and  at  Farm- 
ir.gton  in  1764.  probably  in  that  part  of  Farming- 
ton  which  is  now  Bloomfield.  Has  the  birth  of 
four  children  recorded  at  Simsbury,  1768  to  1776. 
(9)  Amos.  bapt.  Sept.  17,  173S,  married,  }v[ay  8, 
1759,  ]Mehitable  \\'ood.  Calls  himself  "of  Farm- 
ington." 

Samuel  Shepard,  son  of  Samuel,  of  John,  of 
John,  of  Edward,  bapt.  May  26.  1728,  died  at  South- 
ington.  Conn.,  Dec.  20.  1793,  aged  sixty-five;  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Dorcus 
(Hopkins)  Bronson,  of  Kensington;  she  born  Oct. 
3,  1730,  died  Jan.,  1804.  Timothy  Bronson  was 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  TGibbs)  Bronson  and 
gfrandson  of  Richard  Bronson.  the  emigrant  settler 
ef  Farmington.  Sam.uel  and  Hannah  Shepard 
joined  the  first  church  at  Flartford  April  21,  1751. 
She  is  mentioned  in  her  father's  will,  dated  ?^Iav 
8,  1788  [Farmington  Probate  Records'],  as  Hannah 
Shepard,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Shepard.  He  bought 
thirty-seven  acres  of  land  in  Southington  of  Eliakim 
Peck,  east  end  of  land  formerly  laid  out  in  right  of 
Daniel  Andrews.  Feb.  19,  1761.  and  is  described  in 
the  deed  as  of  Hartford  [Farmineton  Land  Rec- 
ords], He  probablv  removed  to  Southington  soon 
after  buying  said  land,  but  the  first  record  of  him 
there  is  the  baptism  of  his  son,  Lemuel,  in  July, 
1763.  In  1764  he  is  called  on  the  Hartford  Land 
Records  as  of  Farmington,  and  in  1781  as  of  South- 
ington, which  was  then  a  part  of  Farmingtrm.  He 
and  his  own  son,  Samuel,  appear  in  the  list  of  names 
in  Southington  Society,  1786,  in  which  he  was 
taxed  £110,  and  Samuel,  Jr.,  on  £85.  Was  made 
freeman  in  Southington,  1780.  He  lived  on  East 
street,  nearly  opposite  where  the  road  turns  east 
towards  Berlin.  His  will,  made  Oct.  11.  1793. 
approved  Feb.  15.  1794.  names  his  wife.  Hannah, 
sons  Samuel,  Isaiah,  Xathaniel  and  Lemuel,  and 
daughter.  Marv,  and  is  recorded  in  Farmington 
Probate  Record. 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  filed  with  the 
will  and  amounted  to  £126,  and  included  twenty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  besides  the  home  lot  and  house. 


The  distribution  names  Samuel, the  first  son;  Isaiah, 
the  second  son;  Xathaniel,  the  third  son;  Lemuel, 
the  fourth  son  ;  and  Mary,  the  only  daughter. 

Children  of  Samuel  and  Hannah:  (i)  Han- 
nah, bapt.  at  Hartford  July  21,   1751,  died  Jan. 

'759-  (-}  Samuel,  born  at  Hartford  Ma_\-  4, 
1754,  according  to  the  family  record,  but  the  first 
church  catalogue  says  baptized  April  28,  1754, 
which  may  have  been  recorded  as  of  old  style  and 
if  so  would  be  May  9.  N.  S.  He  died  at  South- 
ington Feb.  15,  1893,  (3)  Isaiah,  bapt.  at  Hartford 
Dec.  5.  175''".  He  sold  the  one  acre  of  land  in- 
herited fron'i  his  father,  on  x\pril  12,  1796,  and  was 
then  residing  at  Berlin,  Conn.  Was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  serving  in  Col.  Gay's  Regiment,  Capt. 
Gad  Stanley's  Company.  He  died  at  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  Jan.  21.  1S23,  aged  sixty-four.  Mrs.  Lydia, 
wife  of  Isaiah,  died  April  12,  1818.  He  left  a 
widow,  Hannah.  (4)  Hannah  again,  being  sick, 
was  bapt.  at  her  father's  house,  Hartford,  Feb.  22. 
1759.  and  died  the  same  day.  (5)  Xathaniel,  born 
at  Hartford  Aug.  29.  bapt.  Aug.  31,  1760,  died  in 
Kensington,  Conn.,  i\Iay  4,  1822.  married,  June  ir, 
1780,  Hannah,  born  at  East  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept. 
I,  1760,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Jemina  (Ab- 
bott) Roberts,  of  East  Haven  and  Southington. 
He  lived  in  Southington  until  late  in  life,  when  he 
removed  to  Kensington.  His  widow  died  Sept. 
12,  1834,  aged  seventy- four.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  in  the  same  company  at  one 
time  with  his  brother,  Isaiah,  and  at  another  time 
with  his  brother,  Samuel,  and  cousin.  Jesse.  (6) 
Lemuel,  bapt.  at  Southington  Julv,  1763.  married, 
in  1782,  Loraine,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  ^label 
(Luddington)  [Mallorv,  of  East  Haven,  Conn.  He 
served  as  private  at  West  Point  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  1781,  in  Col.  Samuel  Canfield's  militia 
regiment.  (7)  Mary,  bapt.  at  Southington  Sept. 
18,  1768,  died  Feb.  24.  1834.  She  married  Caleb 
Ray,  who  served  as  gunner  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  in  Col.  Lamb's  artillery,  in  Capt.  ]\Ians- 
field's  company.  Was  a  pensioner,  residing  at 
Southington,  Conn.,  aged  eighty-two,  in  the  census 
of  1840. 

•  Samuel  Shepard,  son  of  Samuel,  of  Samuel, 
of  John,  of  John  of  Edward,  born  at  Hartford  ]\Iay 
4,  1754,  died  at  Southington  Feb.  15,  1803.  He 
probably  removed  from  Hartford  to  Sout'iington 
with  his  father  about  1761,  freeman  in  Southington, 
1782,  was  taxed  £85  in  1786.  He  married  (first) 
Rhoda  Hitchcock,  who  died  Dec.  3,  1785.  (sec- 
ond). Jan.  I.  1787.  Thankful,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Thankful  (Roberts)  ]\Iallory,  of  East  Haven. 
Conn.,  born  July  4.  1762.  She  was  first  cousin  of 
his  brother  Lemuel's  wife,  Loraine  [Nlallory,  and 
first  cousin  of  his  brother  Xathaniel's  wife,  Han- 
nah Roberts,  all  of  East  Haven.  He  lived  on  East 
street,  where  his  father  lived  before  hini.  He  served 
as  private  during  the  Revolutionary  war  in  Capt. 
Asa  Brav's  company,  Col.  Eno's  regiment.  He  was 
a  thin,  snare  man.  sickly  all  through  life,  and 
Stephen  Walkley,  Esqr.,  says  that  he  suffered  with 
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consuiuption  for  thirty  years,  which  was  brought 
on  by  his  i.'X})Osurc  (h.iring  tlie  Ri-vohitioiiary  war. 
The  inventory  of  his  e>tato.  tiled  ^^laroh  15,  1803, 
anioumevl  to  $403, 5t;-  J  lis  widow,  Tliankful  Shep- 
iird,  and  Barnabus  jolmson  were  achiiinistrators  on 
his  estate.  She  married  (^second).  Jar..  17.  1S13, 
Clark  Ruyce,  born  L>ct.  4,  1740.  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  riiebe  (ClarK)  Rovce,  of  W'allingford.  Conn. 
Ho  died  Feb.  16,  1826.'  She  died  March  27.  1832, 
aged  sixty-nine.  Sanuiel  and  Thankful  were  buried 
at  the  South  Jind  eenieterv  in  Southington,  where 
their  tombstones  still  remain. 

Children  by  first  wife,  Rhoda :  (i)  An  infant, 

born   ,  died  Xov.  26,   1785.     (2)  Rhoda, 

born  ,  died  Dec.  8,  1785.    By  his  second  wife, 

Thankful:  (3)  Rhoda,  born  Sept.  27,  1787.  died 
at  Southington  Dec.  30,  1844,  married  by  the  Rev. 
William  Robinson  Feb.  12,  1807.  at  Southington.  to 
Iklark  Lane,  born  at  \\'olcott,  Conn.,  July  16,  17S4, 
son  of  Joel  and  Elizabeth  (Atkins)  Fane.  (4)  So- 
phia, born  Jan.  4,  17S9,  died  Jan.  31,  1845,  married 
Xoah  Gridley,  Xov.  30,  1834.  he  Ix^rn  Aug.  8.  1771, 
died  Dec.  19.  183S,  son  of  Xoah  and  Sarah  (Curtis) 
Gridley.  His  first  wife  was  Susannah  Andrus,  who 
died  Jan.  19,  1834,  aged  sixty-two.  (5)  Jerusha, 
born  Sept.  15.  1790,  died  at  Southington  June  8, 
1848 ;  married  Ebenezer  Barnes,  son  of  Ebenezcr. 
(6)  Amos,  born  INIay  28,  1793.  died  ^larch  2, 
1849;  married,  at  [Nleriden,  Conn.,  by  Rev.  Erastus 
Ripley,  Oct.  4,  1819.  Statira  Alcott.  born  at  Wol- 
cott  March  30.  1800.  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lvdia 
(Warner)  Alcott.  (y)  Eunice,  born  Aug.  7,  1796, 
died  at  Southington  Feb.  17,  1S72:  married,  by 
Rev.  William  Robinson,  Oct.  17,  1816,  to  Solomon 
Stow,  born  at  Rocky  Hill,  Conn..  Sept.  14,  1793. 
son  of  Ebenezer  and  Ruth  CBulkley)  Stov.-,  died 
at  Southington  Aug.  31.  1868.  (8)  Oswell,  born 
July  27,  1799,  died  at  Canaan.  X.  Y..  X'ov.  29.  1840: 
married,  at  Southington,  by  the  Rev.  David  C. 
Ogden,  April  20.  1S25,  to  Elizabeth  Woodward 
Heminway,  daughter  of  Tared,  norn  at  Southing- 
ton Jan.  23,  1804.  died  at  Canaan,  X.  Y.,  Jan.  22, 

1847.     (9)  Joseph,  born   ,  1801,  died  Jan. 

24,  1803. 

Amos  Shep.vrd.  son  of  Samuel,  of  Samuel,  of 
Samuel,  of  John,  of  John,  of  Edward,  born  3,Iay 
28,  1793,  died  March  2,  1849,  married  at  Meriden, 
Conn.,  by  Rev.  Erastus  Ripley,  Oct.  4,  18 19,  Statira 
Alcott,  born  at  Wolcott,  Conn.,  r\Iarch  30,  1800,. 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lvdia  (Warner)  Alcott. 
She  died  May  15.  1890.  \\'hen  a  young  man  he 
worked  in  a  comb  shop  near  where  the  Meriden 
depot  now  stands,  and  became  acquainted  with  [Miss 
Alcott,  who  was  then  living  in  Meriden  with  an 
elder  sister  at  the  ''Coe  place."'  not  far  south  of  the 
Parker  Clock  Co.'s  shop.  After  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  Southington,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  traveling  in  the 
Southern  States,  had  considerable  litcrarv  talent,  and 
many  of  his  poems  have  been  published. 

Children  of  Amos  and  Statira:     (i)  Samuel 


Royce,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  born  in  Southington 
July  10,  1S20,  m.,  in  May.  1845,  Lucy.  dau.  of 
Hopkins  Cart' r.  {2)  Aim  Sophia,  of  Grand  Forks, 
Dakota,  born  at  Southington,  Conn.,  Xov.  19,  1822, 
married,  at  Southington,  Conn.,  Lucius  Edward 
Strong  (son  of  Chester  and  Rachel  [Bartlett] 
Strong,  of  Xorthampton,  Alass.),  Xov.  25,  1846, 
l)y  the  Rev.  K.  C.  Jones.  Mr.  Strong  died  at  Grand 
Forks  Sept.  30,  1872.  (3)  Jane  Emeline,  born 
March  6,  1827,  died  May  21,  1832.  (4)  Henry, 
of  Crookston,  Minn.,  born  at  Southington  May  11, 
1S32.  (5)  Amos,  of  Plants ville.  Conn.,  born  there 
Xov.  2,  1835,  m.,  Xov.  19,  1S64,  Harriet  Harrison, 
born  Sept.  19,  1839,  daughter  of  David  and  [Nlary 
Churchill  (Plum)  Harrison.  (6)  James,  of  Xew 
Britain,  Connecticut. 

As  showing  the  Xew  England  origin  of  Mr. 
Shepard  and  his  wife,  some  of  their  ancestors  who 
were  in  Connecticut  and  ^Massachusetts  before  1650 
are  here  given. 

On  his  father's  side  of  other  names  than  Shep- 
ard. he  descended  from  Samuel  Greenhiil,  Dea. 
Paul  Peck,  George  Steel,  John  Hopkins.  Dea.  John 
Bronson,  Richard  Bronson.  John  Baysey.  John 
Bishop,  Gov.  William  Bradford,  Thomas  Richards 
of  Dorchester.  Giles  Gibbs.  Peter  ]\Lallory,  Xicholas 
Pinion.  William  Luddington.  John  \\'hitehead,  Les- 
ley Bradfield.  John  Hunnewell.  Capt.  Daniel  Harris 
and  Joseph  \\'eld. 

On  his  mother's  side  he  descended  from  Thomas 
Alcott, Thomas  ^litchell,  James  Heaton,  Rev.  Xicho- 
las Street,  Samuel  Blakeslcv,  John  Potter,  Moses 
Ventrus,  Thomas  Chatfield,  Samuel  Xettleton, 
Jabez  Harger.  George  Tomlinson,  Stephen  Pierson, 
John  Warner,  Thomas  Richards  of  Hartford, 
John  Andrews,  Elder  John  Strong,  Jonathan  Gil- 
lett,  Charles  Taintor,  Robert  Rose.  Dr.  Daniel 
Porter,  Thomas  Holcombe  and  Thomas  Sherwood. 

,^Irs.  Shepard  descended  from  Richard  Curtis, 
of  Roxbury,  John  Curtis,  of  Stratford.  William 
Preston,  Thomas  ^^'heeler,  Joseph  ]\Iiddlebrook, 
Xathaniel  Foote,  Lieu. -Gov.  James  Bishop.  Micah 
Tompkins,  James  Bennet,  Robert  Seabrook,  Rich- 
ard Beach.  Miles  Merwin,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  -Se.lg- 
wick.  Rev.  Samuel  Stone.  John  Hopkins.  William 
Wooding,  William  Potter,  Dea.  John  Bronson, 
William  Lewis,  Capt.  X'athaniel  ^Nlerriman,  Dea. 
William  Gaylord,  Dea.  Edward  Stebbins,  Capt.  John 
Stanley,  Thomas  Scott,  Samuel  Hotchkis,  Richard 
Sperry,  Joseph  Merriam.  William  Mathews,  Allen 
Breed,  Henry  Cook,  Henrv  Birdsall.  John  Hall  of 
X'ew  Haven.  John  Frost,  \Villiam  Payne,  Dea.  Paul 
Peck,  John  Baysey,  Robert  Johnson.  John  Parmelee, 
Edward  Granniss.  John  Wakefield.  William  Flolt, 
Willia:n  French,  Benjamin  Wilmot,  Wdliam  Bun- 
nel  anfl  William  Olney. 

WHEATOX  SOLOMOX  PLUMB,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Aug.  i,  1897,  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent,  progressive  and  successful  citizens  of 
Southington.    He  enjoyed  a  well-earned  distinc- 
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tion  of  being  what  the  public  calls  a  "self-made 
man,"  and  an  analyzation  of  his  character  reveals 
the  fact  that  enterprise,  well-directed  elTort  and 
honoral)le  dealing-  were  the  essential  features  in  his 
prosperity. 

Mr.  I'lunib  was  born  in  W'olcott,  Conn.,  Jan. 
23,  iSjy,  and  on  the  paternal  side  traced  his  an- 
cestry back  to  John  and  Elizabeth  Plumb,  of  Top- 
pestield.  County  of  Essex,  England.  The  next  in 
direct  descent  were  Koliert  and  Jilizabeth  I  1 'ureas) 
Plumb,  and  Robert  and  Grace  (Crackbonc)  Plumb. 
John  Pluml).  a  son  of  the  latter  couple,  was  born 
in  .the  County  of  Essex,  England,  July  28,  1594, 
and  in  1634  was  seated  in  Ridgewell "  Hall.  His 
name  appears  on  the  Colonial  records  of  \Vethers- 
field,  Conn.,  in  1636,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Court  in  i037,and  tilled  various  other  offices. 
In  1644  he  removed  to  Branford,  Conn.,  where  he 
died  four  years  later.  Among  th.e  children  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  Dorothy  was  Robert  Plumb, 
who  was  born  in  Ridgewell,  England,  Dec.  30.  1617, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  W'eathersfield,  Conn. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  locating 
there  in  1639,  live  years  before  his  father  left 
W'eathersfield  for  Branford.  In  3>Iilford  he  wed- 
ded Mary  Baldwin,  and  there  his  death  occurred. 
Their  son,  John  Plumb,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1646, 
and  died  in  jNIarch,  172S.  Efe  married  Elizabeth 
Norton,  and  in  their  family  was  Joseph  Plumb,  of 
!Milford  and  Farmington,  Conn.,  who  was  born  in 
the  former  place  in  16S3,  and  died  INIay  27,  1742. 
His  wife  was  Thankful  Gaylord.  Their  son,  Sim- 
eon Plumb,  born  Oct.  10,  1738,  wedded  Alary  At- 
kins, and  died  in  1813.  The  next  in  direct  de-cent 
was  Solomon  Plumb,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  1769,  and  became  a  farmer  of 
Wolcott.  On  Jan.  28,  1790,  he  married  Lucretia 
Scarritt.  Their  son,  Willard  Plumb,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  July  29,  1796,  in  W'olcott, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  later  followed 
farming.  He  was  married,  Jan.  i,  1822,  to  Polly 
Hall,  a  daughter  of  Heman  and  Lydia  (Hitch- 
cock) Hall,  also  farming  people  of  Wolcott. 

The  boyhood  and  ycuth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  his  native  town,  and  he  received  a  limited 
education  in  its  common  schools.  When  quite 
young  he  went  to  Waterville,  where  he  learned  the 
machinist's  trade  with  the  original  knife-makers 
of  that  place,  the  Waterville  Knife  Co.,  and  later 
learned  clockmaking  with  Seth  Thomas,  at  Thomas- 
ton.  By  this  time  he  was  twenty  }ears  of  age,  and 
had  saved  $7,000,  but  going  into  the  cutlery  busi- 
ness at  Wallingford,  with  the  Co-operative  Knife 
Co.,  he  lost  it  all.  Nothing  daunted,  he  soon  found 
employment  with  a  cutlerv  concern  in  Meriden, 
where  he  remained  five  years.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  in  the  Spring- 
field Armory,  and  later  in  the  Meriden  Tool  Co.'s 
shop,  wdiere  he  worked  for  ^Nlr.  Beach,  the  patentee 
of  the  now  famous  Beach  chuck.  When  that  gen- 
tleman sold  out  to  the  Morse  Twist  Drill  &:  Ma- 


I  chine  Co.,  of  Xew  Bedford.  Mr.  Plumb  went  to 
I  that  city  and  started  the  business  for  them.  In 
[  .April,  i8r>8.  he  came  to  ."southing. on,  as  superinterid- 
j  cut  of  the  Southington  Cutlery  (  o.'s  knife  depart- 
I  ment,  remaining  with  them  until  the  big  strike  in. 
1  18S7,  when  the  plant  closed  down,  two  years  later, 
I  after  the  cimipany  rcsuiiiod  business,  he  returned 
I  to  them,  and  remained  in  their  employ  until  1S94. 
On  Oct.  10,  1S53,  Mr.  Plumb  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Maria  .\.  Douglass,  a  native  of 
W  arren,  R.  I.,  and  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  G.  and 
Elizabeth  (Cov>ing)  Douglass,  and  oy  this  union 
two  children  were  born :    Eva  AI.,  wife  of  Homer 
W.  Terry :  and  Willard  W. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Plumb  inclined  toward 
the  L  niversalist  faith,  but  was  not  a  member  of  any 
■  church  or  secret  cociety.  Plis  political  support  was 
given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  held  the  office 
of  assessor,  and  for  ten  years  prior  to  his  death 
was  also  first  selectman  of  his  town.  He  was  a 
shrewd  financier,  in  pulilic  affairs  as  w^ell  as  in 
!  personal  matters,  and  labored  untiringly  for  the 
good  of  his  community.  He  was  often  called  upon 
to  act  as  administrator  for  important  estates  which 
were  settled  in  the  probate  court,  and  his  fellow 
citizens  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  reliability 
and  uprightness.  Although  he  met  with  reverses 
in  life,  he  steadily  prospered,  and  became  a  stock- 
holder in  the  .Southington  Cutlery  Co.,  the  x\twater 
Manufacturing  Co.,  the  Blakeslee  Forging  Co.,  and 
tlie  Southington  Water  Co.,  and  was  also  president 
of  the  Southington  Savings  Bank  from  1884  until 
his  death,  and  of  the  Southington  Lumber  &  Feed 
Co.,  from  its  formation  in  1870. 

DAVID  BRAINARD,  one  of  Enfield's  leading 
citizens,  and  a  prominent  insurance  agent,  was  born 
in  that  town  Oct.  31,  1823,  and  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  honored  and  distinguished  family 
of  this  State. 

Air.  Brainard  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration of  Daniel  Brainard,  a  pioneer  of  Haddam, 
Conn.,  and  in  each  generation  in  a  direct  line  to  our 
j  subject  have  been  representatives  in  the  Connecticut 
!  Legislature.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  through 
the  following  to  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
this  State  :  Jared  and  Mary  (  Pierce  )  Brainard  ; 
Frederick  and  Anna  (Brainard)  Brainard;  Ezra 
and  Jerusha  (Snow)  Brainard;  Josiah  and  Hannah 
(Spencer;  Brainard;  William  and  Sarah  (Bid well) 
Brainard;  and  Daniel  and  Hannah  (  Spencer j  Brai- 
nard. Our  subject's  great-grandfather,  Ezra  Brai- 
nard, died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
in  the  house  at  Haddam  Neck,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
born  and  spent  his  entire  life.  As  justice  of  the 
peace  he  was  noted  for  the  many  marriage  ceremo- 
nies he  performed,  and  for  the  fact  that  he  usually 
gave  the  fees  taken  from  the  bridegroom  to  the 
bride.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  community  and  served 
thirty-eight  terms  in  the  State  Legislature.  His 
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son  Froilcriok,  the  grand  father  ot  our  subject,  was 
born  in  lladdam,  and  was  the  originator  of  the  stone 
quarry  business  of  tliat  town. 

Jared  llrainard,  lather  of  Daviil  I'.rainard.  was 
also  a  native  of  lladdani,  and  in  iSii  became  a 
resident  of  Enfield.  Hartford  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming-  until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  lie  was  known  as  Deacon 
I'rainard,  having  served  many  years  as  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  and  in  the  Presbyterian 
Cliurch  of  Thom[)sonville,  with  which  he  united 
later.  Jared  Drainard  married  -Miss  ^farv  Pierce. 
;Vho  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  I-ucy  (Snow) 
Pierce,  granddaughter  of  Ebcnezer  and  .Marv 
(Stowe)  Pierce,  great-granddaughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Mary  Pierce,  and'  great-great-granddaughter  of 
John  and  Deborah  (Converse)  Pierce,  of  Woburn, 
Mass.  The  will  of  John  Pierce  was  dated  April  26, 
1716.  John  Ir'ierce,  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  2^Iillbury,  .Mass.  Of  the 
children  born  to  Jared  and  Marv  (Pierce)  Brainard 
four  reached  years  of  maturity:  Alvira  W.  (wife  of 
Jeremiah  X.  Parsons), Jared  F., Harvey  P.and  David. 

David  Brainard  was  reared  on  the  homestead  in 
Enfield  town,  and  received  a  good  common-school 
and  academic  education.  On  attaining  his  majority 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  lumbering  in 
Brainardville,  and  continued  to  follow  those  occu- 
pations until  185S.  For  almost  half  a  century  he 
resided  near  the  old  homestead  where  his  early  life 
was  passed,  in  1S70  removing  to  Thompson ville, 
where  he  still  resides.  Since  1855  he  has  done  a 
general  insurance  business,  and  is  today  the  most 
popular  and  successful  agent  in  that  line  in  his 
locality. 

]Mr.  Brainard  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  :Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Col.  Jabez 
and  Rebecca  (Terry)  King,  of  Enfield,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  namely:  David,  Horace  K. 
and  Charles.  After  her  death  he  married  her  sis- 
ter, Miss  Henrietta  King. 

Politically  :slr.  Brainard  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  he  has  been  honored  with  a  number  of  official 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1861  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  following 
year  was  appointed  United  States  assessor,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  nine  years.  He  was  assessor 
of  Enfield  town  in  1898,  and  has  held  that  office 
longer  than  any  other  man;  during  the  Civil  war 
was  chairman  of  the  town  committee  of  volunteers 
to  fill  the  quota  for  Enfield;  and  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  built  the  Enfield  high  school  in 
1871,  having,  practically,  the  entire  charge  of  the 
same.  Pie  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serv- 
ing as  elder,  and  his  public  and  private  life  are  alike 
above  reproach.  As  a  citizen  he  is  ever  ready  to 
discharge  every  duty  devolving  upon  him,  and 
wherever  known  is  honored  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  exalted  character. 


HOX.  JAMES  FRANKLIN  PRATT  is  one  of 
the  public-spirited  citizens  of  Southington,  to  whose 
cnergv  and  foresight  that  locality  is  indebted  for 
manv  improvements.  While  Mr.  Pratt,  as  a  pros- 
perous business  man,  has  given  close  attention  to  his 
private  affairs,  he  has  never  forgotten  or  ignored  that 
bond  of  common  interest  which  should  unite  the 
people  of  every  community,  and  he  has  always  been 
ready  to  promote  progress  in  every  line. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  born  in  Southington,  ]\Iay  14, 
1S40.  a  son  of  David  and  Z\Iaria  (Dickerman)  Pratt, 
in  whose  family  were  two  children,  the  younger  be- 
ing Julia  J.,  wife  of  John  William  Gridley.  The 
father  was  born  Sept.  28,  1814,  in  Southington, 
and  wr.s  married,  Dec.  10,  183S,  to  r\Iaria,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Dickerman,  of  Hamden,  New  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.  I-"or  his  second  wife  he  married  Frances 
Eliza  ^lorton,  a  native  of  Hartford  county. 

Eli  Pratt,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Nov.  3,  1781,  and  was  married  ^larch 
28,  1803,  to  Abigail  Hitchcock,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children.  He  was  a  farmer  of  Southington,  a  man 
of  great  piety,  and  was  well  thought  of  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  dwelt.  He  was  appointed  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Southington  in 
1814,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  over  forty 
years. 

Stephen  Pratt,  the  father  of  Eli,  was  born  in 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  June  30,  1740,  and  was  thrice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Phebe  Atkins,  the  second 
Hannah  Davidson,  and  the  third  Phebe  Andrews, 
lie  had  nine  cliildren.  For  several  years  he  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  before 
moving  to  Southington,  where  he  died  in  1S23. 

Christopher  Pratt,  the  father  of  Stephen,  was 
born  Nov.  4.  17 12,  and  was  married  June  14,  1739, 
to  Sarah  Pratt,  daughter  of  Daniel  Pratt.  They 
had  seven  children.  His  death  occurred  in  Wal- 
lingford. 

Ensign  William  Pratt,  father  of  Christopher,  was 
born  about  1674,  and  was  married  Oct.  8,  1700,  to 
Hannah  Plough.  Pie  lived  at  Pautapaug,  and  was 
prominent  in  civil  and  military  aftairs. 

Joseph  Pratt,  father  cf  Ensign  Pratt,  was  a  large 
land  ho'der  in  the  Pautapaug  Quarter,  and  also  in  the 
town  of  Hebron.  He  died  Aug.  12,  1703,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years. 

Lieut.  W'ilHam  Pratt,  the  father  of  Joseph,  was 
the  progenitor  of  the  familv  in  this  countv.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  gone  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  to 
Newtown  (now  Cambridge),  IMass.,  in  1633,  and 
thence  to  Hartford,  Conn.  In  June.  1636,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark,  of 
Saybrook,  and  afterward  of  Milford,  and  formerly 
of  Great  ^lundon,  Hertfordshire,  England.  Lieut. 
Pratt  attended  the  General  Court  as  a  deputy  to  the 
twenty-third  session,  which  convened  in  Hartford, 
!May  9,  1678,  and  died  the  same  year. 

Lieut.  Pratt  was  a  son  of  Rev.  William  and 
Elizabeth  Pratt,  of  Hertfordshire,  England,  the 
former  of  whom  was  baptized  at  Baldock,in  October, 
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15(1-',  was  iiuluctcd  rector  of  the  parisli  of  Stevenage, 
in  llenfordsliire,  Dec.  (>,  1598,  anil  died  in  1029, 
aged  sixty-seven  years.  Rev.  William  Pratt  was  a 
son  of  Andrew  I'rait,  who  was  hi  in  at  llaMock,  a  j 
son  of  Thomas  and  jt\in  Tratl.  of  tluit  [jlace.  An- 
drew was  born  in  h'ebrnary.  15,V).  just  one  hun- 
dred years  previous  to  the  date  when  the  settlers 
of  Hartford  drew  their  home  lots. 

The  subject  cf  this  sketch  was  reared  in  South- 
ington  and  eilucatetl  in  the  public  schools  and  Lewis 
Academy,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1857.  He  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the 
general  store  of  his  uncle,  Sainuel  Pratt,  in  South- 
ington,  and  occupied  that  position  for  nearly  two 
years.  As  his  healtli  became  impaired  he  went 
West,  and  while  there  taught  school  in  Minnesota, 
and  sperit  some  time  on  a  larm  in  Illinois.  Earlv  in 
the  fall  of  1862  he  returned  home,  and  for  a  time 
was  with  his  father  on  the  farm.  Later  he  went 
to  Aieriden,  v^onn.,  and  was  employed  in  the  in- 
spector's department  of  the  Snow  Brooks  gun  shop, 
now  belonging  to  the  Parker  Gun  Co.  Subsequently 
he  was  bookkeeper  in  a  grocery  store  in  Meriden,  but 
in  July,  i865,  ne  returnca  to  Southington.and  in  com- 
pany with  his  cousm,  Ueorge  A.  Pratt,  purchased 
the  store  of  his  tmcle,  where  he  had  formerly  clerked. 
Shortly  afterward  he  bought  his  partner's  interest, 
and  alone,  or  in  partnersnip  with  others,  conducted 
the  store  for  twenty  years,  or  until  1S86.  \\'hen  he 
opened  his  store  there  that  part  of  Southington  was 
not  in  a  very  Nourishing  condition,  and  it  was  largely 
through  the  enterprise  and  perseverance  of  ^Ir.  Pratt 
that  it  assumed  its  present  attractive  appearance. 
Always  looking  to  the  better  interests  of  the  town, 
he  was  instrumental  in  having  new  sidewalks  laid. 
In  1880  the  \'iliage  Improvement  Society  was  or- 
ganized, and  he  was  made  president  of  the  same. 
He  was  also  elected  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
at  its  inception ;  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Southington  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  still  a  di- 
rector, and  was  for  several  years  its  vice-president ; 
was  also  a  director  of  the  Pultz-Walkley  Co.,  paper- 
bag  manufacturers,  recently  absorbed  by  the  Union 
Bag  &  Paper  Co.,  and  in  1895  ne  was  appomted  su- 
perintendent, holding  that  position  until  Jtily  I, 
1899,  when  he  resigned.  For  some  time  he  was  also 
a  director  of  and  stockholder  in  the  Southington 
Cutlery  Co.,  but  resigned  in  1897.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  has  been  identified  with  most  of  the  im- 
portant business  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  in  this 
way  has  materiallv  advanced  its  interests. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Mary  Lee,  of  Berlin.  Conn.,  a  descend- 
ant of  John  Lee,  of  Farmington,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Miss  M.  Dell  Clark,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Marv  (Cafiferty)  Clark,  of  L'nion.  X.  Y. 
By  the  second  union  there  are  two  children:  Julia 
Agnes  and  Annie  Lila. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  an  active  and  prominent  meml)er  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  lias  been 
treasurer  since  1867  and  a  deacon  for  many  years. 


Politically  he  is  an  ardent  lvepul)lican.  and  represent- 
ed vSouthmgton  in  the  Legislature  in  1S83  and  1884. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
Lewis  high  sch.ool.  l'>alerr.all\'  ho  belongs  to 
I'riendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  V.  A.  M.,  of  South- 
ingtiMi.  of  which  he  has  b<.cn  treasurer  since 
1^74;  Triune  L'hajiter,  Xo.  9,  R.  .X.  M.,  of  South- 
ington; and  .St.  Elmo  Conimandery,  K.  T.,  of  Me- 
riden. 

EZR.-V  C.  AVER,  a  leading  and  prominent  ag- 
riculturist of  I'armington,  belongs  to  an  old  Xew 
England  family  which  tradition  says  is  of  Scottish 
origin. 

(I)  John  Ayer,  the  first  to  come  to  .Vmerica, 
crossed  the  .Atlantic,  in  1637,  on  the  ship  "Alary 
A.nn,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Goos.  and  he  was  de- 
scribed on  the  shimming  list  as  John  E}Te,  grocer, 
of  Xorwich.  .\t  the  time  he  was  forty-five  years  of 
age.  He  was  soon  joined  by  his  family  of  eight 
clnldren,  and  after  living  in  Xewbury  for  a  tune 
removed  to  Haverhill,  Alass.,  Alarch  5,  1645.  He 
died  there  in  1657,  aged  si.xty-five  years;  his  wife, 
Hannah,  passed  away  in  1675.  Their  children 
were:  John,  who  married  Sarah  Williams;  X'a- 
thaniel ;  Rebecca ;  Alary ;  Obediah,  who  married 
Plannah  Pike :  Robert,  who  married  Elizabeth  Pal- 
mer :  Thomas ;  Peter,  who  married  Hannah  Alien ; 
and  Hannah. 

(II)  Thomas  Ayer  died  at  Haverhill,  Alass., 
Xov.  9.  16S6.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hutchins, 
and  had  eight  children :  John ;  Elizabeth ;  Alary 
Love,  wife  of  Joseph  Kingsbury ;  Thomas,  Samuel ; 
and  two  sons  who  died  in  infancy. 

(III)  John  Ayer  w^as  born  Alay  14,  1657,  and 
it  is  supposed  that  he  came  from  Stonington  to  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  where  he  took  up  land,  tie  and  his 
eldest  son,  John,  built  a  house  at  Ayer's  Point  in 
1710,  and  being  a  maltster  by  trade,  he  erected  a  malt 
house  a  little  sotith  of  the  present  residence  of 
William  Y.  Ayer,  a  cousin  of  our  subject;  some  of 

its  foundation  still  remains.  He  carried  on  quite 
an  e.xtensive  business.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
a  man  of  medium  size,* with  only  one  arm,  and  was 
very  active  and  energetic.  Pie  died  in  1743.  His 
home  was  torn  down,  in  1740,  and  another  erected 
on  the  same  site.  The  present  residence  standing 
there  was  built  in  1828,  by  Thomas  Youngs  .Ayer. 
In  1684  John  Aver  married  Hannah  Travis,  a 
daughter  of  William  Travis,  of  Haverhill,  Alass.. 
ar.d  they  had  eight  children:  Hannah,  wife  of 
Sylvanus  Harrington;  John,  who  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Sarah,  wife  of  a  Air.  Packer;  David,  .who 
married  Jerusha  Williams;  Ruth,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Esther,  wife  of  John  Phillips; 
Joshua,  who  married  a  Aliss  Parrish ;  and  Daniel, 
who  died  Sept.  23,  17 14. 

John  Ayer  was  born  in  1G88,  and  mar- 
ried Sarah  Colt,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
John  Colt.    He  died  Feb.  21,  1760,  and  she  pass 
away  Dec.  5,  same  year.     In  their  family  were 
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ten  cliililron.  namely:  Daniel,  born  July  ^3,  ijxu. 
married  l^slher  Chapin;  John,  born  Nov.  i,  171S, 
married  Abigail  Cook;  Joseph,  born   March  ^3. 
1721.  married  Thankful  Drake;  Travis,  burn  March  ! 
16.  17J3.  married  Rhuhannah  Malson  ;  Klisha.  born  ! 
Sepl.  Ji>.  1725.  died  Dec.  6.  1751  ;  barah,  born  I'eb.  I 

20.  married  Silas  Peck:  Ziparah,  Itorn  Sept. 

21,  1730,  married  Richard  Sill;  Alary,  burn  Xov. 
29,  173-,  <.liexl  July  .20,  1739;  Klizabeth,  born  March 
25,  1735.  married  Samuel  Phillips:  and  Hannah, 
born  Feb.  25.  1740,  married  Gibbon  Jewilt. 

(\')  Travis  Ayer  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject.  It  is  said  that  he  attended  school 
only  one-half  dav,  but  his  books  and  papers  indi- 
cate fair  scholarshi]!.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  was  one  of  the  5if>  Connecticut  men  who  j 
went  to  Xova  Scotia  with  Sir  William  Pepperell's 
expedition  and  captured  Fort  Louisburg  from  the 
r^rench.  He  was  discharged  at  Boston,  and  started 
for  home  on  foot,  but  was  taken  ill  with  fever  on 
the  way,  and  could  proceed  no  farther  than  the 
home  of  Mr.  ^viatson,  of  Lyme,  his  future  father- 
in-law.  He  was  dignified  and  genteel,  and  was 
deacon  of  the  Church  for  many  years.  He  built  the 
house  in  Saybrook  'where  \\'illiam  Stebbins  now  re- 
sides. His  will  bears  date  Feb.  23,  1793.  In  1748 
he  married  Miss  Rhuhannah  ]Matson,  of  Lyme, 
who  died  in  1820,  aged  ninety-two  years,  and  he 
departed  this  life  April  7,  1812,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
the  upper  cemetery,  Saybrook,  Conn.  They  had 
only  two  children :  Rhuhannah,  who  was  born  Dec. 

8,  1757,  and  died  Oct.  25,  1820;  and   John,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject. 

(VI)  John  Ayer  was  born  Sept.  24,  1763,  and 
was  a  man  of  medium  height,  rather  heavy  in 
weight,  of  even  temper,  keen  wit,  sound  judgment, 
and  prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  followed  farm- 
ing, and  also  engaged  in  shad  fishing,  and  in  iSio 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Edwin  Ayer,  at 
Ayer's  Point.  He  represented  Saybrook  in  the 
State  Legislature.  On  April  5,  1786,  he  married 
Aliss  Jemima  Youngs,  a  daughter  of  Jtidge  Thomas 
and  Rhoda  (Budd)  Youngs,  of  Southhold,  L.  T. 
He  died  ^lay  28,  1840,  his  wife  on  Aug.  9,  1843, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Upper  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children :  J-Iannah,  born 
July  16,  1787,  married  Ezra  L'Homadieu,  and 
died  Dec.  29,  1827:  Laura,  born  Sept.  28,  17S9, 
married  ^^'illiam  Willard,  and  died  Aug.  21,  1882; 
^Villiam  Travis,  the  next  of  the  family,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Thomas  Y.,  born  March  25, 
1795,  married  (first)  Abby  Whittlesey  and  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  Covert;  John,  born  Sept.  9,  1797,  died 
Sept.  29,  1797;  Deborah  ]\Iatson,  born  Sept.  25, 
1799,  died  Aug.  2,  1878;  ^Mary  Ann,  born  July  IQ, 
1801,  died  Dec.  11,  1849;  and  Amelia,  born  Aug. 

9,  1807,  married  Samuel  Griswold,  and  died  May  4, 
1853- 

(VII)  \\  illiam  Travis  Ayer  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1 791,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  fishing  through- 
out his  active  business  life,  following  the  latter  _ 
occupation  for  forty-two  consecutive  springs.  In 


1824  he  erected  for  himself  a  residence  at  .Sav- 
brook,  where  our  sul)ject  was  born.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2.  and  was  well  known 
and  highly  resiiccted.  On  Dec.  25,  1823.  he  mar- 
ried ^liss  L(.au.--a  Clark,  who  was  born  April  26, 
1796,  a  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Elizabeth  (Whittle- 
sey) Clark,  residents  of  Saybrook.  Her  father 
was  born  June  6,  1762,  and  died  Jan.  6,  185S,  while 
her  mother  was  born  Sept.  17,  1763,  and  died  ^March 
0.  1842.  William  T.  Ayer  died  Aue.  28,  1878;  and 
his  wife  passed  away  Dec.  23,  1872.  Thev  had 
eleven  children;  Edwin,  born  Oct.  15.  1824,  is 
mentioned'  below ;  Maria  Louise,  born  March  x8, 
1826,  is  a  resident  of  West  Xewton,  Mass. ;  \M11- 
iam  Travis,  born  July  5.  1827,  died  Aug.  16,  1835; 
Ezra  Clark,  born  Feb.  9,  1829,  is  also  mentioned 
below- :  !Mary  Jane,  born  June  24,  1830,  married 
John  F.  Bus'hnell,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1853;  Charles, 
born  Jan.  8,  1832,  died  ]\Iay  7.  1858;  Lydia,  born 
Oct.  18,  1833,  married  Samuel  Ingham,  of  Sav- 
brook.  Conn.;  Amelia  Ann,  born  ^Niarch  15,  1835, 
married  (first)  Frank  Harvey  and  (second) 
Charles  Kelsey;  Isabel,  born  June  9,  1836,  died 
Feb.  18,  1854:  Andrew,  bofn  Xov.  5,  1S37,  in 
the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Hampton  Roads ;  and  Har- 
riet A.,  born  Aoril  20,  1841,  died  June  13,  1862. 
Edwin  Ayer,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  residing  at 
Ayer's  Point,  Saybrook,  was  married,  Oct.  20, 
1852,  to  Abbie  Aliller  Youngs,  who  died  Aug.  28, 
1882.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Youngs,  and  her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Capt.  Joshua  Youngs,  a  son  of  Judge  Thomas 
Youngs,  of  Southold,  L.  I.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  (  Gavlord ) 
^Miller.  Her  father  was  born  Oct.  25,  17S7,  and 
died  Dec.  23,  1865  ;  her  mother  was  born  Feb.  16, 
1796,  and  died  April  23,  1S55. 

(VHI)  Ezra  Clark  Ayer,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  spent  his  school  days  in  Sav- 
brook.  He  learned  the  mason's  trade  at  Deep 
River,  Conn.,  after  which  he  worked  as  a  builder 
in  Boston,  ]\Iass.,  for  some  time.  In  1861  he  came 
to  Farmington,  Hartford  county,  Conn.,  where  he 
remained  for  about  a  year,  and  on  Sept.  8,  1862. 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  25th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war.  At  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son he  was  so  injured  as  to  be  qtiite  deaf  ever  since. 
He  was  mustered  out  Aug.  28,  1863,  and  returned 
to  Boston,  where  he  followed  the  mason's  trade 
until  187 1,  during  which  year  he  again  came  to 
Farmington,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  the  Youngs 
heirs.  He  now  owns  and  operates  a  valuable  tract 
of  250  acres  of  land  in  Farmington.  and  also  has  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Union,  Tolland  Co.,  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  Ayer  first  married  Miss  ^Martha  Lydia 
Youngs,_  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Youngs,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children :  Elizabeth  ^^laria,  de- 
ceased ;  and  IMartha  Isabel,  who  is  a  teacher  in 
Unionvillc.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss 
Eugenia  Barnes  Crampton,  of  Farmington.  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Barnes)  Cramp- 
ton,  a  granddaughter  of  Adna  Crampton,  and  a 
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grtat-tri^THt^l;i",^'ii^"i"  Miles  Crarni)ton.  By  this 
union  lour  obiiiircn  wore  born,  namely:  Richard 
Cranii>ton.  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years:  ar.d 
Kobert  Ezra,  l'>live  Eugenia  and  Sarah  Cranipton., 
all  residents  of  I'nionville. 

Mr.  Aver  has  been  honored  with  several  local 
ofticcs,  which  he  has  most  creditably  filled,  having 
served  as  selectman,  assessor  and  justice  of  tb.e 
peace.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Grange,  Evening 
Star  Lodge,  Xo.  loi,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  A.  E.  Burn- 
side  Post,  Xo.  62,  G.  .1.  R.,  of  which  he  is  past 
commander.  lie  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Unionville,  and  are 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  an.d  acquaintances. 

HOX.  SA^IUEL  GOULD  BRADLEY  is  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  and  prominent  farm- 
ers of-  the  town  of  Burlington.  Throughout  his 
career  of  continued  and  far-reaching  usefulness  his 
duties  have  been  performed  with  the-greatest  care, 
and  his  business  interests  have  been  so  managed  as 
to  win  tlie  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  pros- 
perity which  should  always  attend  honorable  effort. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  in  Burlington,  July  18, 
1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Selah  and  Susan  (Durand) 
Bradley,  both  natives  of  New  Haven  county,  Conn. 
There  the  father  grew  to  manhood  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he  later  followed  in 
Bristol  when  a  young  man.  He  next  came  to  Bur- 
lington, where  he  opened  a  shop  and  worked  at  his 
trade  for  many  years,  at  the  same  time  owning  and 
operating  a  small  farm.  Later  he  lived  with  our 
subject,  who  cared  for  him  in  his  declining  years, 
and  there  he  died  Xov.  14.  1862.  He  was  liberal  in 
his  religious  views,  and  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  never 
sought  or  desired  political  honors.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious and  honest  man,  temperate  in  his  habits, 
and  domestic  in  his  tastes.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
woman  of  strong  convictions,  an  earnest  Christian 
and  a  good  wife  and  mother,  also  died  at  the  home 
of  our  subject  in  Burlington,  in  1873,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Burlington  Centre  cemetery.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children  :  }vlaria,  born  Feb. 
19,  181 1,  married  Jason  Boardman,  and  died  in 
Rocky  Hill,  Conn. ;  Abigail,  born  Dec.  24,  1812,  died 
Jan.  29,  1827:  Oliver  C,  born  Feb.  17,  1815,  died 
July  30,  1821  ;  Susanna,  born  Jan.  20,  1817,  died  un- 
married:  Rosana,  born  Feb.  20,  1821,  married  Syl- 
vester Pond;  I^etsey,  born  Jan.  27,  1823,  married 
Henry  Judd,  of  X^orthfield ;  Orilla,  born  April  11, 
1825,  married  George  Holbrook,  of  Oxford,  and  died 
June  19.  i860;  John,  born  Aug.  21,  1827,  died 
April  30.  1845 ;  Abigail,  born  Jan.  16,  1830,  mar- 
ried (first)  Thomas  Lamf)Son  and  Csecond)  Charles 
F.  Olney,  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Oliver  C, 
born  Dec.  9,  1832,  died  ]May  19,  1864;  Samuel  G., 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  voungest  of  the  fam- 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father  s  farm  m 
Burlington,  and  received  only  a  district  school  educa- 


I  tion.    \\"hen  a  young  man  he  worked  at  the  paint- 
!  er's  trade  for  a  short  lime,  and  then  turned  his  at- 
!  tention  10  farming  upon  the  place  where  he  still 
i  resides.  Here  he  owns  eighty-hve  acres  of  well-im- 
I  proved  and  valuable  land,  and  also  has  a  tract  of  six- 
I  ty-five  acres  elsewhere  in  the  town.    He  has  erected 
j  a  fine  residence,  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings 
upon  his  place,  and,  in  connection  with  general 
farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying,  he  is  engaged 
in  the  lunilier  and  charcoal  luisiness. 

On  Xov.  8,  1863,  ^Ir.  Bradley  married  IMiss 
Malissa  Beldcn,  a  native  of  X^ew  Boston,  iMass., 
and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Sophia  (Bailey) 
Belden.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Bradley  offered 
his  services  to  the  government,  enlisting  at  Hart- 
ford Sept.  8,  1862,  in  Company  I,  25th  Conn.  \'.  I., 
under  Col.  George  P.  Bissell  and  Capt.  Hiram 
Harkness.  Although  he  enlisted  for  only  nine 
j  months,  he  was  in  the  service  almost  a  year,  being 
i  stationed  most  of  the  time  at  X"ew  Orleans  as  a 
nurse  in  the  hospital.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Hartford,  in  August.  1S63.  At  one  time  he 
served  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  State  militia. 

Fraternally  "Sir.  Bradley  is  an  honored  member 
of  Burnside  Post,  X'o.  62.  G.  A.  R..  in  which  he 
j  has  served  as  adjutant;  Village  Lodge,  X'o.  29, 
1  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  CoUinsville ;  and  Wigwam  .^lascopa, 
I  I.  O.  R.  'M..  of  L'nionville.     Politically  he  is  a 
j  stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a 
i  number  of  important  official  positions,  having  filled 
!  the  offices  of  tax  collector,  assessor  and  constable ; 
i  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but   refused  to 
I  qualify;  served  as  town  clerk  for  a  number  of 
;  years ;  was  probate  judge  six  years ;  and  in  1S80 
represented  the  town  of  Burlington  in  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  on  some  important 
committees.    He  has  ever  proved  a  most  capable 
trustworthy  and  popular  official,  and  his  public  and 
I  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach.    IMrs.  Brad- 
i  ley  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  they  have 
j  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Bur- 
j  lington. 

THOMAS  ROACH  CASE  (deceased).  The 
farm,  with  rare  exceptions,  produces  the  men  who 
rise  to  prominence  in  professional  and  business  life. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Hartford 
j  county,  which  furnished  many  instances  of  patriotic 
devotion  to  country,  and  of  marked  sticcess  in  va- 
rious vocations,    ^fr.  Case  was  raised  on  a  farm  but. 
I  possessing  in  his  youth  a  taste  for  mercantile  pur- 
j  suits,  he  became  a  successful  business  man.  continu- 
:  ing  until  his  health  gave  warning  to  retire  to  the 
j  less  exacting  duties  of  country  life.  He  honored  the 
I  town  of  Simsbury,  in  which  he  lived  for  many  years, 
I  with  sage  advice,  and  with  the  endeavor  and  upright 
life  of  an  earnest  soul.   He  was  one  of  its  most  prom- 
inent and  highlv  esteemed  citizens,  and  his  death 
by  accident,  in  1884,  cast  profound  gloom  through- 
'•  out  the  community. 
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Mr.  (.\isc  \vas  born  in  West  Sinisl)urv,  on  wb.at 
is  known  as  ilio  Case  farm,  Dec.  28,  1808.  The  fam- 
ily traces  its  ancestry  to  John  Case,  who  settled  in 
Xew  l-!ni;huul  more  than  two  and  one-iialf  centnr- 
ics  ago,  antl  a  sketch  of  whom  will  bo  found  else- 
where. \\'illiam  Case,  son  of  J<.ihn  (i),  married 
Klizabet'.i  Ilolcomh.  Their  son  James  married  Eliza- 
betli  Fithen,  of  Simsbury,  and  to  them  Hve  children 
were  born,  the  second  of  win  mi.  Josiah,  was  l)i:irn 
Al)ril  I,  1718,  in  Simsbury.  In  1743  he  moved  to 
what  was  then  known  as  W  est  Simsbury,  now  Can- 
ton, where  he  engag-ed  in  farming  on  the  place  kno\vn 
.as  Chestnut  Ilill.  He  held  the  commission  of  captain 
of  local  militia,  and  was  quite  active  during  the 
Revolution.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1789.  and  was 
buried  in  Canton.  He  married  Hester  Higley,  born 
in  1719,  died  in  iSoS,  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Lois,  born  in  1741,  died  in  1/59;  James, 
born  in  1745,  died  in  1790,  married  Pliebe  Tuller, 
and  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Case;  Hester,  born 
in  1747,  married  (first)  Thomas  Case,  (second)  C. 
Higley,  and  (for  her  third  husband)  Abraham 
Penny;  Hannah,  born  in  1750,  died  in  1833  (slie 
married  Amos  Wilcox)  ;  Betty,  born  in  1752,  died 
in  iSii  (she  married  Joshua  Barber)  ;  Fithen,  born 
in  1758,  died  in  1S29.  The  family  were  all  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Fithen  Case,  born  in  West  Simsbury  in  1758,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  West 
Simsbury,  now  known  as  Chestnut  Hill,  Canton, 
where  he  was  a  landowner.  He  was  known  as  Capt. 
Fithen,  and  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  died  in  1829,  and  was  buried  in  Canton  ceme- 
tey.  He  was  highly  respected,  and  was  one  of  Can- 
ton's-best  known  citizens.  Capt.  Case  married  Am- 
arilla  Humphrey,  of  Simsbury,  and  to  this  union 
the  following  children  were  born :  j\Iaria,  born 
in  1 78 1,  died  in  1856,  married  ]\Ioses  Case,  who  died 
in  1850,  and  who  was  a  son  of  Lieut.  ^.loses  Case; 
Fithen,  born  in  1784,  died  in  1853,  married  Statira 
Phelps;  Mamre,  born  ]March  23,  1786;  Amarilla, 
born  in  1788,  married  Chancey  Eno,  of  Simsbury; 
Josiah  W.,  born  in  1790,  died  in  1830 — married  Ag- 
nes Case;  Salma,  born  in  1792.  died  in  1794;  Lavinia 
Charity,  born  in  1794,  married  Col.  Salmon  }vler- 
rill ;  Jasper,  born  in  1796,  married  Flora  Humphrey; 
Melissa,  born  in  1799,  died  in  1874 — married  Ithnel 
Gridley,  being  his  second  wife ;  jarvis,  known  as 
Gen.  Jarvis,  born  in.1801,  died  in  1865— married 
Lucia  Adams;  Julia,  born  in  1805,  married  Ithnel 
Gridley. 

Mamre  Case,  son  of  Fithen,  was  the  father  of 
Thomas  Roach  Case,  our  subject.  He  w^as  born 
March  23,  1786,  on  the  farm,  and  grew  there  to 
manhood.  When  a  young  m.an  he  peddled  clocks 
in  the  South,  and  one  of  those  ancient  timepieces  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mamre  Case  settled  on  his  wife's  farm  near 
West  Simsbury  Centre,  where  he  spent  the  balance 
of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
owning  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  died  on  his  farm 


j  Feb.  14,  1859,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  He  was 
a  Whig  in  politics,  and  held  various  offices,  besides 
representing  Simsbury  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
a  good  whole-souled  man,  and  was  well-liked  and 
respected.  On  Nov.  4,  1807,  he  married,  in  W  est 
Sitnsbury,  Abi  Tuller,  who  was  born  in  West  Sims- 
bury, Sept.  10,  1787,  daughter  of  Elisha  Tuller,  of 
W  est  Simsbury.  The  children  born  to  iNIamre  and 
Abi  Case  were  as  follows:  Thomas  R.,  born  Dec. 
28,  1808;  ]\Iary  Abi,  born  Aug.  26,  1812,  who  mar- 
ried John  Stowe;  Luke,  born  Sept.  5  1814:  Xorris, 
born  Sept.-  23,  1816;  Flora,  born  ^an.  18,  1819, 
who  married  Edwin  Goodwin;  Watson  E.,  born 
Xov.  24,  1820,  who  now  lives  retired  in  Xew  York 
City;  Salem,  born  Xov.  19.  1823;  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy,  unnamed.  All  of  these  children  are  now 
deceased  except  Watson.  The  mother  died  Feb. 
28,  1S63,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  She  was  a 
good  Christian  woman,  well  liked  and  respected. 

Thomas  R.  Case,  our  subject,  was  raised  on  the 
farm.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  West 
Simsbury;  was  also  a  student  at  Amherst  College, 
and  when  a  j-oung  man  he  taught  school  in  Sims- 
bury. Possessing  mercantile  tastes,  he  started  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Simsbury,  and  a  few 
years  later  removed  to  Hoskins  Station,  where  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business.  Removing  to  a 
larger  field  at  Hartford,  he  there  conducted  a  suc- 
cessful dry-goods  business  for  eight  years,  on  the 
site  of  the  Brown  Thompson  store.  Air.  Case  then 
decided  to  go  \\'est,  moved  to  Indiana,  and  opened 
up  at  Indianapolis  a  store  business  in  partnership 
with  Joseph  Sharp,  continuing  there  with  marked 
success  for  ten  years.  On  account  of  ill  health  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  his  business.  Returning  to 
his  native  home  he  settled  on  the  home  farm,  and 
there  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  engag- 
ing in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  died  on 
his  farm  X'ov.  25,  1884,  and  his  death  was  un- 
timely, though  he  was  well  advanced  in  years.  Re- 
turning home  one  evening  with  his  team,  the  horses, 
it  is  supposed,  took  fright  and  ran  away,  and  Mr. 
Case  was  dashed  against  a  tree  with  fatal  results, 
for  when  found  he  was  dead.  Owing  to  his  influ- 
ence, and  to  the  strong  hold  he  had  upon  the  af- 
fections of  his  friends  and  neighbors,  his  death 
cast  a  gloom  over  the  settlement.  In  politics  Mr. 
Case  was  a  Whig  and  Republican.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  served  as  post- 
master at  West  Simsbury.    He  possessed  strong  po- 

!  litical  convictions,  but  was  not  an  office  seeker. 

I  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church. 
Domestic  in  his  tastes,  he  loved  his  home,  and  was 

!  a  close  companion  to  his  wife  and  children.  Tem- 

I  perate  in  his  habits,  a  man  of  honor  and  honesty, 

[  he  was  popular  and  highly  respected. 

Mr.  Case  married  in  Willoughby,  Ohio,  Sept. 
10,  1851,  Cornelia  A.  Trowbridge,  who  was  born 
at  Watertown,  Jefferson  Co.,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Amasa    and    Gloria   Anna  (Billings)  Trow- 
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hrul'^c.  ilor  lalhtT  was  a  well  known  surgeon  of 
WaUTtown,  X.  V..  was  surge. m  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  professor  of  surgery  in  W'illoughby  Col- 
lege. Oliio.  Mrs.  Case  is  a  sister  of  Dr.  W'iiliain 
K.  Trowbridge,  the  well  known  surgeon  of  Water- 
town.  A.  V.  To  our  subjeet  and  wife  were  born 
five  children:  {i)  Josepliine  Cornelia,  born  May  9. 
1S53.  married  iloweU  Hough,  of  CoHinsville.  and 
lias^one  child,  Lulu.  {2)  Thomas  Trowbridge,  l^orn 
]\larch  I,  1S56.  was  born  at  Rock  Island,  ill.,  and 
educated  at  the  West  Simsbury  district  school,  and 
now  manages  the  homestead  farm.  He  is  a  member 
of  St.  r\laVk"s  Lodge,  Simsbury,  F.  A.  ^1.  He 
has  been  postmaster  of  West  Simsbury  for  five 
vears,  and  in  politics  is  a  Rcublican.  (3)  Frances 
Helen,  born  Feb.  22,  1S59,  married  Howard  San- 
born, of  CoHinsville,  Conn.  (4)  William  Andrew, 
born' May  26,  1864,  died  Oct.  3,  1866.  (5)  Charles 
Manu-e,  born  ^larch  28,  1867,  is  at  home  on  the 
farm.  Mrs.  Case  is  a  member  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored family  of  Watertown,  X.  Y.  She  is  a  lady  of 
pleasant  address,  well  educated,  and  a  pleasant  con- 
versationalist, true  in  sentiment  and  judgment,  and 
devotedly  attached  to  her  home  and  friends. 

HEXRY  PECK  STROXG  was  a  grandson  of 
Anthony  Strong,  who  was  born  in  Washington, 
Conn.,  Dec.  9,  1757,  and  removed  to  Woodbury 
in  later  life.  He  was  a  son  of  Preserve  Strong, 
born  Sept.  8,  1712,  and  tracing  back  the  family 
genealogy  we  come  to  Adino  Strong  (6),  who  was 
born  at  Xorthampton:  ]^Iass.,  Jan.  25.  1676.  son  of 
Thomas  Strong,  of  the  same  place,  born  in  1634. 
The  original  progenitor  of  the  family  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  was  Elder  John  Strong,  who  left 
England  in  1617,  and  settled  at  Hingham,  ]\Iass. 
Anthony  Curtis  Strong,  father  of  Henry  Peck 
Strong,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  married 
Julia  Lambert,  April  9,  1820. 

Henry  Peck  Strong  was  born  at  W^oodbury, 
Julv  22,  1822.  His  earlv  educational  training  was 
of  the  meager  sort  which  might  be  obtained  at  the 
ordinary  district  schools  of  the  period,  yet  in  spite 
of  early  disadvantages  he  achieved  success  through 
his  own  imaided  efforts.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  bade  adieu  to  school  and  home  alike,  and  went 
forth  to  battle  with  the  world  alone.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier  at  AVoodbury. 
Being  anxious  to  rise,  he  went  to  Seymour,  where 
he  began  business  in  a  small  way  in  partnership 
with  John  Ryder.  The  opening  of  the  Xaugatuck 
railway,  whose  route  ran  directly  through  his  prop- 
erty, ruined  his  business  within  a  short  time.  His 
next  venture  was  in  co-partnership  with  John  Minor, 
and  for  three  years  the  firm  bought  and  sold  lum- 
ber at  Bridgeport.  In  1855  Mr.  Strong  removed 
to  Xew^  Britain,  buying  out  the  coal  and  wood  yard 
of  a  Mr.  Allen,  located  on  what  is  now  the  site  of 
Landers,  Frary  &  Clark's  cutlery  works.  In  this 
business  he  had  a  partner,  \\'illiam  W.  Giddings, 
the  firm  name  being  Giddings  &  Strong.    Later  a 


j  corporation  was  organized  under  the  firm  name  of 
!  the  .\'ew  Britain  Lumber  Coal  Co.,  with  Llenry 
1  I'eck  ."^imng  as  its  president. 

I  In  i8.'^8  Air.  Strong  was  attacked  bv  a  severe 
illness,  from,  which  he  never  recovered.  His  in- 
domitable energy,  however,  would  not  jK-rmit  him 

I  to  succumb,  unnl   death    claimed   liim,  on  Jan.  8. 

i  1897.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  with  which 
lie  was  identified  was  due  largely  to  his  own  per- 
sonal cfl:'orts,  he  having  ever  been  the  executive  head,, 
arid  his  sound  business  judgment  -alwavs  being  a 

I  dominant  intlueiice  in  its  counsels.   Hi^  private  life 

j  was  blameless,  and  his  personal  character  most 
lovable.  To  young  men  he  was  always  a  sympatiietic 
friend,  and  in  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  teni- 

I  perance  ever  an  active  worker.  On  Aug.  3,  1856, 
he  united  with  the  I'irst  Church  of  Christ  in  Xew 

;  Britain,  and  in  1865  was  chosen  deacon  in  place 

}  of  Albert  Judd,  who  resigned  the  office.  His  dis- 
position was  quiet  and  retiring,  and  for  him  the 

j  ordinary  issues  of  politics  presented  no  attraction. 

i  yir.  Strong  was  married,  Sept.  8,  1847,  to  Sarah 
A.  Bacon,  a  daughter  of  David  C.  Bacon  and  Sarah 
heeler,  of  Woodbury,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
farmer.  ]\Irs.  Strong  was  born  Sept.  17,  1825.  'Mr. 
and  I\Irs.  Strong  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
the  elder  of  whom,  Sarah  Martha,  was  born  March 
28,  1850,  and  died  April  22,  1S91.  The  younger 
died  in  infancy. 

I  H.  O.  ALLEX',  yi.  D.,  a  leading  physician  of 
i  Broad  Brook,  has  not  only  achieved  an  honorable 
I  rank  in  his  chosen  profession  but.  as  a  citizen,  he 
i  is  identified  prominently  with  the  best  interests  of 
i  his  community. 

j       Dr.  Allen  v.as  born  in  Broad  Brook,  ^vlarch  22. 

1854,  a  son  of  Luke  D.  and  Caroline  C.  (Patchen) 
i  Allen,  and  a  grandson  of  Luke  and  INIahitabel 
j  (Dwight)  Allen.    He  is  the  eldest  in  a  familv  of 
I  three  children,  the  others  being  Frederick  D.,  a 
merchant  of  Xorth  Adams,  ^lass. ;  and  Alice  M., 
wife  of  George  Lamb,  of  East  Hartford. 

When  our  subject  was  about  two  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  ^lelrose,  this  county,  and  later 
went  to  Scitico,  where  the  mother  died  in  1867. 
As  he  was  then  about  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was 
!  sent  to  an  academy  in  Shelburne  Falls,  ^Mass., 
where  he  remained  two  years,  and  afterward  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Melrose,  this  county, 
for  a  time.  In  1871  he  went  to  Springfield,  Mass., 
to  take  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store,  and  after 
a  year  resumed  his  studies,  entering  the  schools  of 
Wilbraham,  r^Iass.,  for  a  two-years'  course.  In 
1S73  he  began  teaching,  and  for  three  years  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  that  work  in  Xew  Jersey, 
but  as  he  had  decided  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion he  then  undertook  a  course  of  reading  with. 
Dr.  S.  H.  Hunt,  of  Eatontown.  X.  J.  For  three 
years  he  was  in  the  office  of  this  preceptor,  and  in 
the  meantime  he  completed  the  regular  course  of 
lectures  in  the  University  of  Xew  York,  graduat- 
'  ing  in  1879.    Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  active 


- .  p 


■ 


COMMBMORArirE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


SG5 


jiraciioc  in  I'load  r.rook,  nicctinp:  with  success 
ir.-m  the  >tart,  and  he  is  now  a  valued  member  of 
both  the  County  Medical  Society  and  the  State 
Midical  Society.  As  a  friend  of  educational  prog- 
ress he  has  served  on  the  ti,>\vu  school  board  for 
fifteen  vcars.  and  his  fellow  citizens  have  shown 
their  co'nhdence  in  his  inteii^rity  anil  ability  by  elect- 
ing- him  town  clerk  and  town  treasurer,  he  havinfj- 
held  the  latter  otfice  continuously  since  1891.  Po- 
liticallv  he  is  a  Rejiublican,  antl  for  years  he  has 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  chief  advisers  of  the 
local  organization. 

On  June  12,  18S3,  Dr.  Allen  married  r^Iiss  E. 
Lavinia  Polhemus,  and  both  are  popular  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  their  locality.  They  are  members 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Broad 
Brook;  the  Doctor  is  also  connected  with  the 
Grange,  and  with  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  111,  F.  & 
A.  Ai.,  at  Broad  Brook. 

HON.  ADRIAX  :\IOSES;  a  prominent  citizen 
and  leading  farmer  and  lumberaian  of  Burlington, 
is  a  wortliy  representative  of  an  old  and  honored 
Connecticut  family. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  John 
Moses,  a  shipwright  of  Plymouth,  [Nlass.,  who  came 
to  Xew  Iingland  between  1630  and  1640,  and  whose 
son  John  was  the  father  of  John  }^Ioses  (3),  who 
was  born  Oct.  13,  1699,  and  located  in  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  on  his  father's  farm  near  3,Iount  Philip.  He 
married  Deborah  Thrall.  Joshua  Moses,  son  of 
John  (3),  was  born  Oct.  3,  16S9,  and  died  Feb. 
6,  1773.  He  was  married  Dec.  12,  171 7,  to  Han- 
nah Strickland,  who  died  Jan.  16,  171S-19,  leaving 
twins  onlv  three  days  old:  Hannah,  who  was  mar- 
ried Dec.  30.  1747.  to  Benjamin  ^lills;  and  Rachel, 
who  was  married  Dec.  23,  174S,  to  Nathaniel  Wil- 
cox. Joshua  Closes  was  again  married,  June  28, 
1722,  his  second  union  being  with  3*Iary  Brooks, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children.  Joshua.  Othniel  and 
John.  He  owned  land  in  Xew  Hartford  and  also  in 
Norfolk,  Conn.  He  died  from  the  effects  of  cancer 
of  the  mouth.  His  son  Othniel  Z^Ioses  was  born 
July  I.  1730,  and  was  a  soldier  in  Col.  \\'o]cott's 
regiment  in  1776.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Othniel  ^Nloses.  Jr.,  son  of  Othniel, 
was  born  Feb.  13,,  1755,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1841. 
He  married  Marv  Dowd.  who  died  on  the  same  date, 
and  made  his  home  in  Bristol  and  later  in  Burling- 
ton, Conn.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Chaun- 
cey,  the  eldest,  was  born  ^^lay  29,  1783;  Joshua  was 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject:  Mary,  born  June 
20,  1786,  married  Chauncey  Colton ;  Laura,  born 
June  2,  1788,  married  Samuel  Payne,  and  died  Jan. 
13,  1880;  lietsev,  born  June  20,  1790.  married  Colton 
Kellogg,  and  lived  in  Ohio ;  Sophia,  born  March 
13,  1792,  married  Isaac  Belden,  of  Burlington, 
Conn.;  Chloe,  born  Feb.  17,  1794,  married  Ambrose 
Hart,  of  Farmington;  Orrin,  born  ^fay  12,  1796, 
died  Xov.  10,  1853;  Isaac  was  born  Dec.  9,  i797'> 
and  Rhoda,  born  June  12,  1800,  married  Ruil  Pal- 


j  meter,  of  Burlington.    Joshua  Moses,  grandfather 
!  of  our  subject,  was  born  Aug.  20,  17S4,  and  died 
I  Nov.  10.  18O3.  He  was  a  landowner  and  farmer 
(.if  liuilington,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
i  r.nder  Capt.  iJaniel  Demmg.    On  Jmie  27,  181 1, 
he  married  Chloe  Beckwith,  who  died  May  8,  187G. 
They  had  two  children:     Richard,  father  of  our 
subject  ;  and  ^lary,  born  March  3.  1S24. 

Richard  Moses  was  bcrn  in  Burlington,  July 
16,  1812,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  that 
town.  He  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock 
raising  and  dairying  on  the  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  our  subject,  and  there  died  July  28, 
i860,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  Case  ceme- 
tery, Burlington.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  later  a  Democrat.  He  married  Rachel 
Norton,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Joel 
Norton,  and  she  survived  him  until  Feb.  15, 
1900.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  ^linne- 
sota,  where  she  resided  with  her  son  Lucius 
j  ]Moses.  Mrs.  jNIoscs  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  most  esti- 
mable lady.  Otir  subject  is  second  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  the  family  of  eight  children,  the  others  be- 
ing Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Elias  Bakhvin ;  Sarah, 
who  died  young;  Ellen,  deceased  wife  of  Asa  Up- 
son, of  Bristol ;  Emerson,  a  farmer  at  Lake  Crys- 
tal, }^Iinn. ;  Prof.  Bernard,  now  on  the  staff"  of  the 
Philippine  commission;  Richard,  a  lawyer  of  Iowa; 
and  Lucius,  a  farmer  of  Lake  Crystal,  Minnesota. 

On  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  Adrian  ]\Ioses 
was  born  ^larch  21,  1838,  and  he  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.    He  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  until  after  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Farmington 
[  and  there  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  lumber  busi- 
i  ness,  handling  principally  railroad  ties.  After  seven 
I  years  spent  there  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  pur- 
!  chased  the  home  farm,  comprising  over  two  hundred 
1  acres,  on  which  he  has  since  successfullv  engaged 
I  in  general  farming,  stockraising  and  dairying.  He 
I  also  owns  and  operates  a  sawmill,  and  is  engaged 
'  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  railroad  ties.  He 
i  has  added  to  his  original  possessions  until  he  now 
'<  owns  over  five  hundred  acres.    An  upright  and  re- 
I  liable  business  man,  he  has  met  with  well-deserved 
I  success  in  his  undertakings,  and  stands  to-day  among 
j  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous  citizens  of  his  com- 
I  munity. 

In  i\Iay,  1863,  Mr.  IMoses  married  Miss  Clar- 
inda  Beckwith,  a  native  of  New  Hartford,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Beckwith,  and  to  them  were  born 
j  two  children:  Henrietta  ("Etta")  is  now  the  wife 
of  Edwin  Mi^tthews ;  and  Arthur  A.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead,  wedded  'Mary  Fallows,  of  Union- 
villc,  and  has  two  children,  Emerson  and  Clara 
Augusta. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  ]Moses  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  taken  qtiitc  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  having  most  acceptably 
served  as  representative  to  the  State  Legislature  (in 
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1S77 ) ,  sck'clmaii,  assossor.  sclux)!  director,  and  cliair- 
iiiau  of  the  scIkkjI  hoard  (lor  many  years).  He  and 
liis  wile  are  consistent  members  ot  the  Coin;rei;a- 
iional  Lhiirch  at  L'nionville,  and  both  are  widelv 
known  and  hi^^^hly  resjiected. 

HOX.  AXhKI'W  (  i(  )R1H».\.  The  career  of  the 
i;entleman  wh(.Ke  name  introduces  this  review  iUus- 
trates  nio.-t  forcibly  the  possibihties  that  are  open 
lo  the  youn^;-  man  who  possesses  sterhng-  business 
quahhcaiions.  it  proves  tliat  neither  wealth  nor 
social  i)o>ition,  nor  the  assistance  of  inlUicntial 
friends  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  arc  necessarv  to 
place  him  on  The  road  to  success.  It  also  proves 
that  amiiitiun.  perseverance,  steadfast  purpose  and 
indefatigable  industry,  combined  with  sound  busi- 
ness principles,  will  be  rewarded,  and  that  true  suc- 
cess follows  individual  effort  only. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  gained  recognition  and  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  intluential  and  representative 
business  men  of  linfield,  and  is  to-day  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Gordon  Brothers,  manufacturers  of 
shoddy  and  wool  substitutes  at  Hazardville.  He 
Avas  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Xov.  4,  1843.  ^ 
son  of  William  and  Jean  (  L'.auchop  1  Gordon,  who  in 
JNIay,  1844,  landed  in  Xew  York  City,  and  first  lo- 
cated in  Little  Falls.  X.  Y.  Later  they  removed 
to  Auburn,  that  State,  and  in  1847  '^anie  to  Thorn p- 
sonville,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.  Here  the  father,  who 
%vas  a  carpet  weaver  by  trade,  foinid  employment 
with  the  Thompsonville  Carpet  Co.,  and  remained 
with  them  until  the  failure  of  the  corporation  in 
1851.  The  following  year  he  removed  to  Hazard- 
ville and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Enfield  ]\Ianu- 
facturing  Co..  supporting  a  family  of  nine  children 
on  wages  of  ninety  cents  per  day.  During  the  Civil 
war  from.  1861  until  1865  he  resided  at  \\"indsor 
Locks  where  he  was  employed  by  the  ^ledlicott 
Manufacturing  Co.,  but  in  1866  he  returned  to 
Hazardville,  and  has  since  been  engaged  with  his 
sons,  Gordon  Brothers.  He  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Amos  D.  Bridge:  ]\Iar- 
garet,  wife  of  Andrew  Holford :  David;  An- 
drew; George  B. ;  Jeanette,  wife  of  Ephraim 
Bridge;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  I\IcAuley ;  Peter; 
and  David  G.,  a  nephew. 

Andrew  Gordon  was  brought  to  the  X'ew  World 
during  his  infancy,  and  was  reared  in  the  town  of 
Enfield,  Hartford  county,  his  education  being  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools.  During  his  youth 
he  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and  was  for  some 
time  employed  by  the  Hazard  Powder  Co.  Hardly 
had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumpter's  guns  died 
away  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment to  help  put  down  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in 
April,  1861,  in  the  ist  Connecticut  Light  Battery, 
for  three  months  and  three  weeks,  but  was  never 
mustered  in.  On  Sept.  27,  1861.  ne  entered  tlie 
service  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  8th  Conn.  V. 
L,  and  was  wounded  Sejjt.  17,  1862,  at  Antietam, 
being  shot  in  the  left  shoulder.    On  Dec.  24,  1863, 


j  he  re-enlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war; 
!  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  Marcli  26, 
I  iiVi4;  was  again  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Ccjld 
Harl)or,  June  _',  18^14;  and  was  honoral)lv  di.-ch.arged 
iiu  surgeuu  s  certificate.  r\lay  31.  i8!;>5.  (Jn  his  re- 
turn home  Mr.  Gordon  served  as  foieman  (,>f  the  A. 
D.  Ilridge  key  factory  lor  a  time,  and  later,  as  a 
member  of  the  hrni  of  Gordon  Brothers,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper  sacks  and  tinware,  in 
which  business  thev  contiinicd  until  tlieir  plant  was 
destroyed  by  tire,  in  i8yo.  They  have  ,->ince  en- 
gaged e.xclusi\'ely  m  tluMr  present  busmess.  which 
they  establi.shed  on  a  small  scale  in  1SS7,  and  which 
they  have  since  successfully  conducted,  their  trade 
having  gradually  increased  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  married,  in  r\Iav,  1866,  to  Miss 
Miranda  Lewis,  a  tlaughter  of  Asa  and  Lcaiisa 
(Lyons)  Lewis,  of  Enlield,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  three  children:  Lewis  E.,  George  J.  and 
Eleanor  1\L  Religiously  ^Ir.  Gordon  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Epist:opal  Church,  and  fraternally 
is  affiliated  with  Doric  Lodge,  Xo.  94,  A.  F.  &  A. 
AI. ;  Washington  Chapter,' Xo.  30,  R.  A.  3.L  ;  Wash- 
ington Council,  Suftield ;  and  Samuel  Brown  Post, 
Xo.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  being  senior  vice-commander  of 
the  Department  of  Connecticut.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  members  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  his  community,  and  is  one  of  the 
present  representatives  from  Enlield  town  to  the 
State  Legislature. 

FREDCS  ]\L  CASE,  one  of  the  most  active, 
energetic,  and  enterprising  business  men  of  Rain- 
bow, is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Hartford  county,  and  one  that  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Rainbow  for  a  nttni- 
ber  of  years.  His  father,  Richard  D.  Case,  was 
born  Oct.  12,  1829,  one  mile  west  of  Rainbow,  in 
the  town  of  Windsor,  and  was  a  son  of  Fredus  and 
Ruth  (Phelps)  Case. 

1  The  grandfather  was  born  in  the  same  town,  a 
short  distance  east  of  the  birthplace  of  h.is  son. 
Richard  D.,  and  was  a  son  of  Benoni  Case,  who  car- 
ried on  operations  as  a  farmer  a  short  distance  west 
of  Rainbow.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  and  at  his 
death  left  considerable  property.  His  remains  were 
in.terred  at  Poquonock.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
lows :  Benoni,  a  miller  and  farmer  at  Rainbow, 
became  quite  well-to-do ;  Zophar.  a  surveyor,  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  tried  many  cases ; 
Zardus  at  one  time  owned  property  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Fredus,  but  died  al)Out  1830,  when 
a  yotmg  man  ;  Harlow  was  a  farmer  near  Rainbow, 
and  lived  to  an  old  age;  Fredus  was  the  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject;  Amy  married  a  ^Ir.  Strick- 
land, and  died  in  East  \Vindsor ;  Delsina married 

j  Harlow  Moore,  and  died  in  Rainbow ;  Chloe  mar- 

j  ried  Benjamin  Harger.  and  died  in  East  Granby ; 

i  and  Amelia  married  a  Mr.  Vealv,  and  died  in  Rain- 

!  bow. 

I       Fredus  Case  was  for  years  a  farmer,  and  also 
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conducted  a  boarding- house  at  Rainbow  and  engaged 
in  learning,  hauling  tlie  product  of  the  mills  at  Rain- 
bow, ilanford  and  Windsor.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  imlities,  and  a  \er_v  devout  member  of  the 
^letliodist  Churcii.  using  his  teams  on  the  Sabbath 
to  haul  manv  ]X'ople  to  cb.urch.  He  was  well  known 
for  nn'les  around,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  men  of  the  coninumity.  He  died  in  1S36,  leav- 
ing two  chddren  :  Kicharu  L).,  lather  of  our  subject; 
and  Adelaide,  who  dietl  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
His  wife.  Ruth,  who  was  a  daughter  of  William 
I'helps.  survived  him  a  few  years,  and  for  her  sec- 
ond husband  married  John  i'.  Ellsworth,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  Eli,  now  a  jeweler  of  New  York. 

The  early  education  of  Richard  D.  Case  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  near  his  boyhood  home, 
but  after  his  mother's  death  he  went  to  live  with  his 
maternal  uncle.  Eli  Phelps,  of  Poquonock,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  his  marriage,  and  he  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Sutlield  and  also  \\"ilbraham 
College.  On  Feb.  3.  1852.  he  married  Miss  Almira 
J.  Moses,  a  native  of  Simsbury.  Conn.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Abel  Moses.  From  his  father's  estate  he  had 
inherited  a  small  property  at  Rainbow,  and  there 
the  voung  couple  began  their  domestic  life,  while  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  being 
engaged  in  farming  more  or  less  throughout  his  en- 
tire life.  For  many  years  he  also  haulea  goods  from 
Rainbow  and  Poquonock  mills  to  Hartford  and 
Windsor,  and  returned  with  merchandise.  For 
years  he  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Rainbow,  was 
one  of  the  best-known  men  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county,  and  did  more  for  his  locality  than  prob- 
ably any  other  man  of  his  day,  as  he  was  liberal, 
public-spirited  and  enterprising.  Politically  he  was 
always  a  stanch  Deniocrat,  but  in  1896  he  supported 
iMcKinley  for  the  Presidency,  and  he  served  sev- 
eral years  as  selectman,  was  justice  of  the  peace 
some  years,  and  ably  represented  lu's  district  in  the 
State  Eegislature  from  1S62  until  1868,  and  again 
in  1S79  ^1""^  1880.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
senior  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  a 
member  of  the  Pocjiionock  Grange,  and  a  thirty- 
second-degree  ^lason.  belonging  to  the  JJluo  Lodge, 
¥.  &  A.  AL,  at  Windsor  :  Suffield  Chapter.  R.  A.  :\L  ; 
\\'olcott  Council,  of  Hartford :  and  Washington 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  also  of  Hartford.  It 
can  be  said  of  him  that  there  was  prob- 
ably no  man  living  in  his  town  whiose  ac- 
tivity was  so  great  or  who  had  been  identified  v/ith 
more  enterprises  or  business  undertakings.  He  was 
foremost  in  all  things,  and  many  improvements  are 
due  to  liis  influence,  support  and  agitation.  He  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  erection  of  th^  iron 
bridge  at  Poquonock.  the  first  bridge  in  the  town, 
and  was  selected  by  the  people  to  oversee  its  con- 
struction. He  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  built  the  town  hall  at  Poquonock,  and  was 
ever  a  man  ot  inestimable  value  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

By  his  first  marriage  IMr.  Case  liad  the  following 


children:  Adelaide,  now  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Mc- 
Lean, secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  American 
Mills,  at  Rockville.  Conn.:  1-Vedus  M.,  our  subject; 
W  infield  S.,  a  resident  of  Rainbow  ;  George,  a  resi- 

'  tleiu  of  \\  allingfprd.  Conn.  ;  ilenry,  who  ilied  at 

.  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  James,  a  resident 
of  \\  allingford.  The  mother  of  tliese  children  died 
Se])t.  27,  iSyo,  and  the  father  subsequently  married 

I  Airs.  L.  Elizabeth  (^i5ell)  Case,  widow  of  Henry 
Case,  but  she  is  now  also  deceased.  .Mr.  Case 
passed  away  i-"eb.  23,  1899,  his  death  resulting  from 

1  a  shock  of -paralysis. 

I  Fredus  Al.  Case,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
I  view,  was  born  in  Rainbow,  April  25,  1856,  and  be- 
I  gan  his  education  in  the  local  schools,  later  at- 
;  tended  a  select  school  at  Poquonock,  the  3*It.  Pleas- 
ant institute,  Amherst,  and  Comer's  Commercial 
;  School,  of  Boston,  where  he  completed  the  course 
I  and  received  a  diploma.  After  his  graduation  he  be- 
[  came  bookkeeper  for  C.X.^IcLean,  Bcston,  and  later 
was  associated  with  that  gentleman,  as  commission 
i  men  in  the  wool  business.  He  went  to  San  Antonio, 
I  Texas,  and  established  the  pioneer  business  of  that 
I  State  in  the  line  of  packing  and  grading  wool.  On 
j  his  return  to  Connecticut  lie  located  in  Rainbow, 
where  he  was  associated  in  business  with  his  father 
j  for  some  time,  and  in  ]May,  1890,  took  entire  charge 
of  the  teaming  business,  transporting  the  products 
of  the  mills  at  Rainbow  to  \\"indsor  and  Hartford, 
and  employing  from  thirty-five  to  forty  horses  and 
'  many  wagons  in  the  business.  He  makes  a  spe- 
i  cialty  of  heavy  hauling,  and  had  the  carting  and 
I  putting  in  of  the  huge  dynamos  for  the  Farming- 
I  ton  River  Power  Co.,  \chich  supplies  electric  light 
I  for  Hartford ;  also  for  the  plant  at  Tariltville,  the 
;  water-wheel,  etc.  The  dynamos  weigh  fiftv-live 
\  tons,  one  piece  eighteen  tons,  and  Mr.  Case  designed 
;  and  built  the  wagon  for  hauling  it.  It  had  what 
is  called  a  pushing  pole,  so  that  teams  may  be  used 
j  both  front  and  back,  to  pull  and  push.  Air.  Case 
j  also  does  a  general  livery  business  at  Rainbow,  has 
I  built  all  his  barns  and  is  engaged  in  farming  upon 
j  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  has  charge  of  Judge  S. 
'  O.  Griswold's  estate,  which  he  successfully  man-" 
j  ages.  Fie  owns  an  attractive  modern  home  in  Rain- 
I  bow.  which  was  completed  in  1898. 
I  For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Case  married  Miss  ]\Iin- 
i  nie  D.  Smith,  of  Poquonock,  by  whom  he  has  one 
1  son,  living.  Herbert  S.  G.,  born  April  23,  1S82, 
j  now  attending  ^It.  Pleasant  school.  After  her 
j  death  he  wedded  IMiss  Natalie  (Parsons)  Merwin, 
\  daughter  of  Rev.  X.  T.  and  Martha  (Parsons) 
:  Merwin,  of  !Milford.  They  are  members  of  the  Con- 
i  gregational  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Case  has  served 
j  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  for  seven 
i  years,  and  is  filling  that  office  now,  and  takes  an 
1  active  part  in  church  work.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
I  prominent  members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
j  locality,  and  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years 
I  re[)rescnted  the  town  of  Windsor  in  the  State  Leg- 
I  islature.    He  has  also  served  as  selectman  for  five 
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successive  years.     I'ratornally  he  is  a  mcr.ibcr  of  i 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Windsor  and  of  Poquonock 
Grange. 

WILLIAM  ANDREW  SMITH,  the  well- 
known  and  iio])ular  postmaster  at  Hazardviile,  is  \ 
an  important  factor  in  business  circles,  being  the 
leading  hardware  merchant  of  the  village,  and  as  a  ! 
pul)Iic-spirited  citizen  he  is  thoroughly  interested  [ 
in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  ' 
and  material  welfare  of  the  community.  | 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Barnesville,  New  Bruns-  ; 
wick,  !May  4,  1844.  a  son  of  Andrew  and  ]\Iary  i 
(Barnes")  Smith,  also  natives  of  New  Brunswick,  | 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  j 
1850,  in  which  year  they  became  residents  of  Brim-  j 
field,  Mass.  There  the  father  engaged  in  farming  j 
for  ten  years,  and  followed  the  same  pursuit  in  j 
\\'ales,  Mass.,  for  four  years.    At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  removed  to  Somers,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
mained ten  years,  and  then  caiuc  to  \\"indsor  Locks, 
Hartford  county.     Since  1883  he  has  resided  in 
Hazardville.  and  is  one  of  the  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  the  place.    His  children,  six  in  number, 
were  Jennie,  deceased ;  Carrie,  wife  of  George  B. 
Gordon ;  William  A. ;  James  H. ;  John        ;  and 
George  H. 

William  A.  Smith,  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
New  England,  and  his  educational  privileges  were 
such  as  th.e  common  schools  of  his  day  afforded. 
In  1872  he  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk 
for  Gordon  Brothers,  Hazardville,  acting  in  that 
capacity  until  1886,  when  he  purchased  the  business 
in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  He  carries  a  large  and 
well-selected  stock  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware, 
and  by  courteous  treatment  and  fair  dealing  he  has 
succeeded  in  btiilding  up  an  excellent  trade. 

On  May  16,  1888,  I\Ir.  Smith  married  ^^liss 
Jessie  M..  daugliter  of  Franklin  and  Ann  S.  (  Spen- 
cer) Smith,  of  Hazardville,  and  to  their  union  has 
been  born  one  daughter,  Alarian  L.,  now  deceased. 
The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Mr.  Smith 
a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  in  1890  he 
received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Hazard- 
ville, which  position  he  is  still  filling  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  m.any  patrons  of  the  office.  His 
public  service  has  been  most  exemplary,  and  his 
private  life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity 
to  duty. 

RALPH  HART  ENSIGN,  manager  of  En- 
sign, Bickford  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  fuses  at 
Simsbury,  is  a  native  of  that  town,  and  descends 
from  two  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county,  the 
Ensigns  and  the  V^hitings,  being  of  the  seventh 
generation  of  both,  counting  from  and  including- 
the  first  colonist  of  each  family. 

On  the  paternal  side,  James  Ensign  was  the 
first  to  come  from  England,  locating  in  Cambridge, 
whence  he  came  to  Hartford  in  lf^>34,  and  the  heads 
of  the  families  for  the  six  generations  follovving 
have  been  David,  Thomas,  ^Moses,  Isaac,  Moses^ 


and  RalpI)  Hart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch..  The 
founder  of  tlie  \\  luting  family  in  New  England 
was  William,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Haitfiird,  and  on  this,  tlic  maternal  side  of  the 
hou^e,  the  heatls  of  the  faniilies  have  c msecutivelv 
been  Joseph,  Jolm.  Allen,  Elijah,  with  Alartha  T. 
and  our  subject  following  in  due  course. 

The  name  Ensign  is  of  Saxon  origin,  as  will 
be  seen  in  the  biographical  notices  of  the  East  Hart- 
ford liranch  of  tlie  family.  It  is  traced  to  the  En- 
sign Manor  at  Cliildham,  near  Canterburv,  Eng- 
land, and  the  family  arms  appeared  in  Childham 
church.  The  name  was  known  as  far  back  as  1563 
in  the  counties  of  Essex,  Norfolk  and  Kent,  anrl 
was  a  distinguished  cognomen.  James  Ensign, 
the  founder  of  the  American  family,  came  to  Hart- 
ford with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  Second  Church,  and  died  in  November. 
1670.  His  only  son.  David,  was  born  in  1645,  and 
first  married  ]\Iehitable  Gunn,  daughter  of  Tliomas 
Gunn,  of  \\4ndsor.  but  they  were  divorced  by  mu- 
tual consent,  and  he  married  Sarah  Wilcox,  who 
died  Feb.  3,  1717.  David  removed  to  W^est  Hart- 
ford, where  he  organized  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1727.  His  children  were 
named  David,  James  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Ensign,  youngest  son  of  David,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Shepherd,  daughter  of  John  and  Re- 
becca (  Greenhill }  Shepherd,  and  among  their  chil- 
!  dren  was  Closes,  who  was  born  in  South  Windsor, 
where,  in  1731,  he  married  Love  Andrews,  a 
ciaughter  of  Thomas  and  Love  (Knight)  Andrews, 
and  among  their  children  was  Isaac,  grandfather 
'  of  Ralph  H.  Ensign. 

I       Isaac  Ensign  was  born  in  West  Hartford,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  learned  blacksmith- 
;  ing.    About  1771  he  came  to  Simsbury  and  0))ened 
a  shop  near  the  old  cemetery.    He  became  a  proin^ 
.  inent  citizen  of  the  town,  and  here  married  Lu- 
'  ranah  Pettiljone,  daughter  of  Jacob    and  Jennie 
;  (Cornish)   Pettibone,  to  which  union  were  born 
'  ten  children :    Isaac,  Isaiah,  Ariel,  Zeba,  Zophar, 
I  Bildad,  Eri,  IMoses.  Love  and  Luranah. 
j        ]\Ioses  Ensign,  the  eighth  son  of  the  foregoing 
;  family,  v\'as  born  in  Simsbury,  and  engaged  in  the 
;  manufacture  of  tinware.    He  married  Alartha  Tul- 
'  ler  A\'hiting,  a  native  of  Hartford,  but  a  resident 
!  of  Simsbury,  at  the  time  of  marriage.    She  was  a 
daughter  of  Elijah  Whiting,  a  farmer,  and  was 
related  to  some  of  the  best  families  in  the  county, 
,   among  whom  were  the  Allyns,  the  Lords,  the  Pyn- 
chons.  and  others  of  equal  note.    She  was  a  noble 
vroman,  and  the  character  of  her  children  suggests 
the  influence  she  exerted  over  them.    These  chil- 
dren were  born  in  the  following  order :  Isaac  W., 
i  who  went  South  when  but  twenty-three  years  old, 
and  is  now  a  successful  merchant  in  Forsyth,  Ga., 
j  and  a  most  prominent  citizen  ;  Abl^ic  'SI.,  widow  of 
I  Capt^  Lucius  Goodrich,  of  Simsbury,  whose  biog-. 
j  raphy  appears  elseuhere  ;  David  M.,  deceased;  Sa- 
;  bra  T.,  widow  of  Chester  Seymour,  and  residing 
j  in  Hartfrird  ;  Nathan  R.,  who  passed  a  large  por- 
tion of  his  life  in  Georgia,  was  in  the  Confederate 
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service  during:  tlie  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
ill  Sinl^hury,  Conn.;  and  Ralph  H.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  In  ix>litics  Moses  Ensign  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  although  not  a  public  man,  nor  one  to 
push  biimself  into  general  notice,  was  a  regular 
voter,  and  took  more  than  an  ordinary  interest  in 
his  party's  success,  lie  was  prominent  as  a  mem- 
ber of  and  otlicer  in  the  Congregational  Cluirch, 
in  the  faith  of  which  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years;  his  wife  passed  away  when  hft\-six.  He 
was  the  type  of  citizen  that  posteritv  can  feel  proud 
of,  and  was  sadly  misled  bv  the  community  when 
called,  away. 

Ralph  H.  Ensign  was  born  Nov.  3,  1S34,  in  a 
house  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  "Elm  Tree  Inn." 
He  attended  the  Hop  Meadow  District  school  in 
early  youth,  and  among  his  teachers  were  Eliza 
Hall,  jane  Weston  and  ^Irs.  Merritt.  He  later  at- 
tended the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield, 
at  a  time  when  it  ranked  among  the  foremost  of  its 
kind  in  the  State,  and  still  later  attended  W'ilbra- 
ham  Academy  for  a  short  time.  W  hen  not  at 
school,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  shop  or  was 
engaged  in  farming.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  went  to  Sufifield,  and  was  employed  for 
some  time  by  Samuel  Austin,  an  extensive  manu- 
facturer of  cigars,  as  assistant  foreman.  For  a  short 
time,  also,  }klr.  Ensign  lived  in  Georgia  with  his 
elder  brothers,  who  were  there  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, and  on  his  return  to  Connecticut  accepted  a 
position  as  clerk  in  Tariffville.  later  engaging  in 
mercantile  business  on  his  own  account  at  the  same 
place. 

In  August,  1S63,  ^Ir.  Ensign  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Toy,  Bickford  &  Co.,  fuse  manufacturers 
at  Simsbury,  became  a  member  of  the  firm  in  1870, 
and  April  i,  1887,  when  the  concern  was  reorgan- 
ized, as  Ensign,  Bickford  &  Co.,  he  was  made  man- 
ager. This  firm  is  the  oldest  in  America  in  its  line, 
does  the  largest  business  in  the  manufacture  of 
blasting  fuses,  and  owns  a  branch  plant  in  Brook- 
lyn, Alameda  County,  Cal.  Its  product  is  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  its  headquarters  at 
Simsburv  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Ensign  married,  July  21,  1863,  Aliss  Susan 
Toy,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Osier)  Toy,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere.  She  was  but  a  child  v,-hen 
brought  to  the  United  States,  and  was  reared  in 
Simsbury.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  this  unio.i, 
Sarah  I.  died  in  infancy ;  Joseph  R.  is  fully  s;x3ken 
of  in  a  sketch  elsewhere ;  Susan  A.  and  juPa  W. 
reside  with  their  parents  in  Simsbury:  and  Ed- 
ward William  died  in  childhood. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ensign  is  of  Democratic  pro- 
clivities, but  he  is  not  strongly  partisan.  In  1S76 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Fraternallv  lie  is  a  member  of  Simsbury  Lodge, 
F'.  &  A.  M.  Mrs.  Ensign  in  religion  is  an  ardent 
Methodist.  Mr.  Ensign  is  known  as  a  careful  busi- 
ness man,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Hartford  X'a- 
tional  Bank  and  several  other  monetary  institu- 
tions. 


MARMN  LEWIS  (deceased),  who  during  his 
life  was  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Suf- 
field, was  born  on  the  homestead  at  Hastings  Hill, 
in  Sutlicld,  Deccmlier,  1816,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Hastings)  Lewis.  Lie  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  his  grandfather,  John  Lewis,  who  was 
a  hand-weaver  by  trade,  having  been  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  from  England  to  the  L^nited  States 
and  to  make  his  home  at  Hastings  Hill,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture. 

John  Lewis,  father  of  Marvin  Lewis,  was  born 
on  the  Hastings  Hill  farm,  which  consisted  of  si.xty 
acres,  passed  his  life  in  farming,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  in  the  faith  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church :  his  remains,  like  those  of  his  fatlier, 
were  interred  in  Zion's  Hill  cemetery.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  for  several  years  served 
as  selectman  of  the  town.  To  his  marriage  with 
Hannah  Hastings,  daughter  of  Abijah  Hastings, 
were  born  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  those  who  reached  maturity  were  Orvil, 
Louisa,  Alvin  and  ^Marvin,  all  since  deceased;  Llan- 
nah  D.,  who  was  married  to  Henry  2\Iather,  of 
Southwick,  ]Mass. ;  Phebe,  who  married  Lovatus 
Rising,  also  of  Southwick  ;  Abijah,  now  on  the  home- 
stead ;  and  ]\Iary  Ann,  also  deceased,  who  married 
James  Smith,  of  Rhode  Island.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  on  the  farm  and  was  buried  in 
Zion's  Hill  cemetery. 

[Marvin  Lewis  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty  }  ears  of  age,  when  he  bought  a  small 
tract  of  land  near  the  homestead  (the  tract  is  now 
owned  by  William  Lyons),  and  after  a  residence 
thereon  of  fifteen  years  sold  out,  and  bought  the 
Abijah  Remington  farm  of  sixty  acres,  to  which  he 
added  forty  acres,  made  many  improvements,  and 
here  died  Jan.  i,  188G — one  of  the  most  successful 
tobacco  growers  and  farmers  of  Suffield.  He  was 
liberal  in  his  church  views,  but  was  a  true  Christian, 
was  charitable  to  all,  and  was  of  temperate  habits. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a  Democrat,  and  later  a 
Republican,  and  was  altogether  a  useful  citizen, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

In  1843,  Lewis  married,  in  Suffield,  Miss 

Almira  C.  Remington,  daughter  of  Abijah  Reming- 
ton, to  which  union  were  born  two  children,  Gdman 
M.  and  Xewton  R.,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  married 
Josephine  Wright,  of  Feeding  Hills,  and  died  while 
still  young,  the  father  of  one  child,  Ada,  who  mar- 
ried George  Eastman,  of  New  York  City. 

Xewton  R.  Lewis  for  several  years  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and 
later  in  the  livery  business.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  he  engaged  in  tobacco  growing  and  farming 
on  the  homestead.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Ada  Freeman,  only  daughter  of  Eli  Freeman,  of 
West  Suffield,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  wedded 
Grace  Holmes,  a  native  of  East  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
and  a  daughter  of  Ellis  W.  and  Julia  J.  (Cashing) 
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Holmes,  who  now  make  Xew  lleufonl  their  lionie. 
To  Xewloii  Iv.  Lewis  ami  wife  have  been  Ixrn  two 
chiklren,  Gwendolyn  and  John. 

Aliijah  KeuiinytLin.  ^landfatlier  of  Mrs.  Marvin 
Lewis,  was  a  native  ot  Suftield,  was  a  eajnain  ia 
ilie  Jvevolmion.  and  died  at  Ins  home— the  farm 
now  t)wnc(.i  I'v  Mrs.  Lewis.  He  married  Silence 
Risiny,  who  iK-re  him  n.ine  children:  Silence,  mar- 
ried to  John  kice  ;  Desire,  married  to  James  Lewis; 
Ahijah,  father  of  Mrs.  Alarvin  Lewis;  Lucv,  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Archer;  Lydia,  married  to  Will- 
iam ilastings,  who  after  her  death  wedded  her 
sister,  Laura ;  Julius ;  ALiry,  married  to  Lhancev 
Slieldon ;  and  Cyntliia,  who  died  at  the  ago  of 
eleven  years. 

Abijah  Remington,  father  of  ^Irs.  Lewis,  in  his 
young  manhood  taught  school  in  winter  and  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  in  sumnier.  He  was  one  of 
tlie  first  tobacco  growers  in  Suttield,  was  an  ex- 
tensive lanclhokler,  ownmg,  among  other  propertv, 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  William  H.  Peckham 
and  that  occupied  by  Mrs.  Lewis.  He  died  in 
1S56,  a  member  of  th.e  Bapt.st  Church,  ami 
one  of  the  most  respected  men  of  the  county, 
his  remains  being  interred  at  Zion's  Hill.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  \\  hig.  To  his  marriage  w  ith  Chloe 
Hanchett,  were  born  two  children  :  Horace,  who 
died  in  San  Jose,  Cal. ;  and  Almira  C,  now  ]\Irs. 
Lewis.  ^Nlrs.  Chloe  Remington  lived  to  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  died,  a  devout  Baptist, 
at  the  home  of  }vlrs.  Lewis,  and  was  interred  in 
Zion's  Llill  cemeterv. 

Thomas  Hanchett,  a  maternal  ancestor  of  >.Irs. 
Lewis,  was  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  from 
England.  He  first  located  in  Roxbury,  ^lass.,  in 
1620,  but  afterward  made  several  removes,  viz.: 
In  1649,  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  in  1651,  to  Xew 
London;  in  1654,  to  Xorthampton ;  in  1679,  to 
Westfield ;  and  in  16S6  came  to  Suifield.  To  his 
marriage  with  Deliverance  Laughton,  were  born 
four  children — John,  Thomas,  Deliverance  and  Han- 
nah. The  eldest  of  these,  John  Hanchett,  born 
Sept.  I,  1649,  in  Wethersfield,  married  Elizabeth 
Pritchett,  Sept.  6,  1677.  She  died  Xov.  29,  171 1, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children :  Esther,  born 
Aug.  I,  1678;  John,  Xov.  16,  1679;  Samuel,  April 
7,  1682,  died  Oct.  14,  1761;  Eathsheba,  I\Iay  19, 
1683:  Mehitable,  June  22,  1686;  Ebenezer,  Jan. 
13,  1688;  and  Hannah.  Aug.  10,  1693. 

John  Hanchett,  the  second  of  the  above  family, 
married  Lydia  Hay  ward,  Feb.  26,  1707.  She  was 
born  in  1683,  and  died  in  December,  1777,  the 
mother  of  nine  children :  Lydia,  born  in  December, 
1707  (died  in  July,  1711);  John,  X'ov.  i,  1709 
(died  in  December,  1796)  ;  Lydia,  in  171 1  ;  Ebenezer, 
in  1716;  Zacharias,  in  1718;  Uriah,  in  May,  1721  ; 
Joseph,  in  August,  1723;  Hannah,  in  Xovember, 
1725  (died  in  ]\Iay,  1727);  and  Llannah  (2)  Oct. 
17,  1728.  Of  this  family,  John,  the  second  born, 
married  Mary  Shehlon,  July  i,  1733.  She  was  born' 
in  1713,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1795,  mother  of  the  fol- 


lowing children:  Mary  11. ,  born  May  iS,  1734,  died 
Oct. 20,  1750;  John,  oorn  July  3.  173'). died  m\\larch, 
1759;  Luke,  born  Feb.  3,  1738;  Rachel,  born  (,)ct. 
3'.  1739:  Oliver,  born  Aug.  17,  1741  ;  David,  born 
June  S,  1743  :  Lydia,  born  -^Larch  23.  1745  ;  FLannah, 
and  Mary.  The  father  died  Dec.  <),  17^').  David 
Hanchett,  tlie  sixth  of  the  above  named  children, 
and  the  grar.d father  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  was  a  captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married,  Oct.  24, 
17O5,  Deliorah  Sheldon,  who  was  born  Dec.  26, 
J  745,  and  died  in  May,  1842,  the  mother  of  the 
following  family:  John,  born  Sept.  10,  1766,  died 
>Larch  30,  1796;  Deborah,  born  :^Lay  17,  176s',  died 
March  11,  1852;  ^Liry,  born  March  22,  1770,  died 
^Lav  24,  1772;  David,  born  May  24,  1772,  died 
Xov.  24,  1776:  Oliver,  born  July  23,  1774,  died 
Oct.  7,  1S29:  Flannah,  born  l-'eb.  22,  1777,  died 
April  5,  1813  ;  David,  born  April  13,  1779.  Jietl  Feb. 
2,^  1865;  Erastus,  born  Jan.  31,  1781,  died  Sept. 
16,  1854;  Seth,  born  Aug.  7,  1783,  died  Sept.  5, 
1853;  Chloe,  born  Jan.  10,  1786  (married  Abijah 
Remington,  and  became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Lewis), 
died  Oct.  15,  1S72;  Betsey,  born  Xov.  17,  1789, 
died  Sept.  5,  1849;  and  Phineas,  born  May  22,  1792, 
died  INlarch  19,  1865.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  1S22,  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

FIOX.  JA^IES  BARLOW  ROSE,  one  of  W^est 
Suffield's  most  respected  native-born  citizens  and 
retired  business  men,  was  born  April  5,  1816.  His 
father.  Barlow  Rose,  was  a  son  of  Gad  Rose,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  in  full  in  the  biography  of 
Oliver  C.  Rose,  given  elsewhere. 

Bailow  Rose,  in  early  manhood,  was  very  suc- 
cessful as  a  peddler  of  Yankee  notions,  shoes,  cigars, 
indigo  and  other  articles,  through  the  States  oi 
Connecticut  and  X'ew  York,  later  becoming  inter- 
ested, with  his  brother  Curtis,  in  conducting  a  saw- 
mill and  distillery,  and  still  later  settling  down  to 
farming.    In  his  religious  views  he  was  very  toler- 
ant, and  in  politics  he  was  first  a  Federalist  and  then 
a  Jeffersonian  Democrat ;  he  was  noted  for  his 
domestic  habits  and  integrity,  as  well  as  his  genial 
disposition.    He  married  Clarissa  King,  a  native 
of  Suffield,  wdio  bore  him  six  children :  James 
Barlow,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Cornelius,  who 
died  young;  "Mortimer,  who  died  in  infancy;  Morti- 
mer (2),  who  is  also  deceased;  Almira  C,  deceased 
wife  of  H.  S.  Sheldon  ;  and  Alexander  C,  also  de- 
ceased.   The  father  died  on  his  farm,  the  mother 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  laid  to  rest,  side  by  side,  in  the  West 
,  Suftield  cemetery.    The  niother  was  a  faithful  mem- 
'  her  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  both  parents 
I  were  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
1       James  Barlow  Rose  was  educated  in  the  public 
j  schools  and  at  Westfield  Academy,  and  the  first 
year  after  leaving  school  he  clerked  for  his  uncle, 
j  Thaddeus    Lyman,  in    W^est    Suffield.      He  then 
I  started  on  the  road,  and  for  six  years  peddled  Yankee 
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notions,  whips  aiul  lashes,  ciL;ars,  etc..  through  -liis 
native  State.  New  Jersey.  Xew  \'ork  aiul  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  very  snecesstul  in  his  trips,  and 
when  lie  relinipiished  peddlini:;-  was  oitered  a  salary 
of  ^l.S(.v)  \i-<T  annual  hy  his  employer  to  remain  on 
the  re>a(,l.  whicii  he  ileclined.  In  1N4J  he  purchased 
a  two-thirtls  interest  in  the  mercantile  estahlish- 
inenl  of  William  Lyman,  of  West  Sutticld.  He 
induced,  his  Iirother  Mortimer  to  join  him.  and  in 
1S45  bought  out  }>Ir.  Lyman  entire,  he  and  his 
brother  continuing  for  twenty  years  in  dealing  in 
tobacco,  manufacttiring  cigars,  and  in  growing  to- 
bacco. In  1S65.  Mortimer  Rose  withdrew  and  en- 
gaged in  farming,  when  our  subject  admitted  his 
own  son.  Clifton  II.,  into  partnership,  the  firm  name 
becoming  J.  B.  Rose  &  Son.  The  new  firm  drove 
a  thriving  trade  until  1S73.  when  a  conflagation  des- 
troyed the  store  and  stock,  and  J.  B.  Rose  saw  fit 
to  relinquish  the  cares  of  mercantile  life  and  to  set- 
tle on  a  small  farm,  where  he  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  agriculture,  making  tobacco  growing  a 
specialty.  His  career  as  a  merchant  was  a  most 
honorable  one.  his  integritv  was  never  called  in 
question,  and  in  his  quieter  y^nrsuit  of  farming  he 
is  eqtiaily  respected  for  his  honesty  and  uniformly 
upright  conduct. 

Mr.  Rose  is  to-day  one  of  the  oldest  Democrats 
in  the  town  of  Sufiield.  In  1S40  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  \\'illiam  Henry  Harrison,  the 
Whig  candidate,  and  adhered  to  the  Whig  party 
until  the  formation  of  the  Know-Xothing  or  Na- 
tive American  party,  which  was  largely  made  up 
of  Whigs,  when  he  became  a  Democrat,  and  has^ 
since  used  his  franchise  in  favor  of  the  last-named 
political  organization.  He  has  filled  all  of  the 
town  offices,  including  that  of  selectman,  and  in 
1873  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  this  office  so  ably  that  he 
was  re-elected  for  a  second  term.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  dur- 
ing this  long  service  not  one  appeal  was  ever  taken 
from  his  decisions,  ^^'hile  filling  this  office  he 
once  arrested  and  imprisoned  a  man  for  commit- 
ting some  unlawful  act  in  his  presence.  The 
prisoner  brought  suit  for  Sicooo  damages  for  ar- 
rest without  a  warrant,  and  for  some  time  Justice 
Rose  was  imder  $2,500  bonds  to  answer,  but  when 
the  case  was  carried  before  a  jury  in  the  Superior 
court  it  was  decided  in  his  favor,  as  ^Ir.  Rose  proved 
that,  under  an  old  law,  a  justice  of  the  jjeace  had 
the  right  to  make  arrest  for  unlawful  acts  com- 
mitted in  his  presence — warrant  or  no  warrant. 
Dtiring  the  Civil  war,  when  IMr.  Rose  was  a  select- 
man, a  number  of  citizens  were  drafted  for  mili- 
tary service,  but  did  not  desire  to  serve,  nor  had  they 
the  means  with  which  to  hire  substitutes.  It  was 
suggested  by  Mr.  Rose  and  other  citizens  that  the 
town  be  ta.xed  to  the  amount  of  S300  for  each  man 
so  drafted,  and  that  the  town  issue  its  bonds  or 
notes  for  the  payment  of  the  funds  so  raised,  and 
a  called  meeting'  endorsed  this  action.    Those  of 


,  the  citizens   who  were  exempt  from  service  op- 
:  pi'Sed  the  is-^ue  of  the  bonds,  and  sued  out  an  in- 
junction to  prevent  such  issue:  but  Mr.  Rose  had 
I  the  peo]ile  on  his  side,  and  at  a  second  meeting  the 
'  se'ectmen  were   empowered    to   CLintinuc  the  i>sue 
I  of  boiuls,  this  action  calling  forth  a  second  injunc- 
i  ti^'U.    At  still  another  .meeting  Air.  Rose  was  em- 
;  powered  to  appoint  a  committee  to  act,  and  the 
names  of  the  members  of  this  committee  were  kejit 
!  secret,  so  that  a  third  injimction  was  avoided,  the 
i  actitm  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure  frustrated, 
j  Mr.  Rose,  and  his  friends  were  triumphant,  and  the 
I  town  paid   for  the  necessarv  substitutes.    Fc>r  a 
j  long  time,  however,  the  ipierv  was  current  on  the 
streets,  in  the  schools,  at  church  gatherings,  etc., 
and  in  the  newspapers.  '"Who  are  the  committee 
Hon.  James  B.  Rose,  in   1839.  wedded  Miss 
I  Mary  AI.  King,  a  daughter  of  Ashel  King,  of  Suf- 
field,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children : 
Clifton  Barlow  and  Rosaline.    Clifton  liarlow  Rose 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Suffield,  the 
Arms  Acadeni} ,  at  Shelburne   Fails,   .\lass.,  and 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  of  Suffield,  and 
then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  witli  his  fa- 
ther until  1S73.    In  1876  he  went  to  Arizona,  where 
he  spent  four  years  in  merchandising  on  the  Apache 
Reservation,  and  four  years  as  sherift'  of  Graham 
county,  having  been  appointed  to  that  office  by 
Gen.  John  C.  Fremont.   He  also  tra.veled  extensively 
in  California,  Texas,  Mexico,  Xew  Mexico,  and 
other  parts  of  the  continent,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Suffield,  Conn.    He  married  2\Iiss  Louise  A. 
Stevens,  a  daughter  of  James  Stevens,  of  South- 
wick.  }^Iass..  and  to  this  marriage  was  born  one 
child,  Harold.    Airs.  Louisa  A.  Rose  died  in  1892, 
and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Westfield, 
Alass.    Clifton  B.  Rose,  in  both  religion  and  poli- 
tics, is  quite  liberal,  and  fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  Arizona  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  M.    Rosaline  Rose  died 
young,  and  the  mother,  Airs.  Alarv  AI.  (King) 
Rose,  was  called  away  Alay  9,  1886.    Air.  Rose 
subseqtiently  married  Matilda  L.  Graham,  who  has 
also  passed  away,  dying  m  the  faith  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  her  remains  are  buried  at 
Suffteld. 

Air.  Rose  is  a  well-read  gentleman,  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town, 
and  his  public  and  private  life  and  acts  have  been 
such  as  to  win  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  community 
in  which  he  has  passed  so  many  years  of  an  active 
and  public-spirited  existence.    Since  Jan.  i,  1852, 
some  forty-eight  and  one-half  years  ago.  he  has 
I  kept  a  daily  diary,  and  can  tell  where  he  was  every 
i  day  during  that  time,  and  generally  what  he  was 
doing  on  each  dav.    He  is  now  in  his  eighty-fifth 
I  vear. 

ROWXAXD  BARLOW,  deceased.  There  is. 
particular  satisfaction  in  reverting  to  the  life  his- 
tory of  the  honored  and  venerable  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  review,  as  he  bore  in  his  veins 
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some  of  the  best  blood  of  our  early  Colonists  and 
was  a  re]>resentative  of  one  of  the  prominent  pio- 
neer fannlies  of  Hamixlen  county,  ^lass.  For  two 
Innulred  and  lifty  years  tlie  Barlow  faniiK  has  been 
identified  with  Xew  J'ni^land  history,  tlic  hrst  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  from  Knti^land  being"  James  I'.ar- 
low,  who  settled  in  Sut^ield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  made  his  home  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying"  there  in  lOSy  or  1690.  His  only 
child,  James  ilarlow,  Jr.,  was  born  in  i()8S,  in  Sut- 
field,  where  he  engaged  in  farming-  throughout 
his  active  business  life,  and  he  dietl  there  in  1758. 

Edmund  Barlow,  son  of  James  Barlow,  Jr., 
and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  May 
18,  1/3-?.  in  Sut¥ield,  wlience  when  a  }oung  man  he 
removed  to  Granville,  .Mass.,  where  h.c  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  enlisted,  Oct.  21,  1776,  in  the  Colonial  ser- 
vice, and  was  first  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Cooley's  com- 
pany, tinder  command  of  Col.  John  Wosley  and 
Lieut.-Col.  Timothy  Robinson.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  Xov.  17,  1776.  He  married 
Ivliss  Sybil  Root,  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  who  died  in 
Granville,  }^Iass.,  in  1S18.  Their  family  numbered 
nine  children:  Edmund,  born  in  ^lay,  1763,  died 
in  1842;  Rebecca,  born  in  November,  1764,  mar- 
ried Ashel  King,  and  died  Jan.  10,  1823;  Chene, 
born  in  March,  1767,  died  in  Granville,  in  1777; 
Sybil,  born  in  .January,  1769,  died  July  2,  1833; 
James,  born  in  July,  1771,  died  Sept.  20,  1837; 
Mary,  born  in  August,  1773,  died  in  1777;  John, 
born  in  1776,  died  in  1777;  Chene.  born  June,  1779. 
died  in  1829;  and  Lucy,  born  in  February,  1786, 
died  June  23,  1859. 

Edmund  Barlow,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Granville,  Mass.,  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farming,  and  was  the  owner  of 
some  good  property  there.  He  was  one  of  the 
distinguished  and  honored  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, and  as  a  \\  hig  took  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics.  At  one  time  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
was  married  in  Granville,  in  1786,  to  ^vliss  Tabitha 
Bancroft,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Bancroft.  She  was 
born  in  1763,  and  died  in  1851.  in  Granville,  while 
his  death  occurred  in  1842,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  Granville  cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  whose  names, 
with  dates  of  birth  and  death,  are  as  follows : 
Elizabeth,  1787-18O9;  Heman,  1790-1884;  Mary, 
1792-1886:  Edmund,  1796-1864;  Samuel,  1798- 
1876;  Diana,  1803- 1876;  Barber,  1805  (  went  South 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and  never  returned)  ; 
and  Rowland,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows : 

Rowland  Barlow  was  born  Oct.  8,  1807,  in 
Granville,  Mass..  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
engaged  in  farming  until  i860.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  pu!)Iic  schools  of  his  native  town. 
On  leaving  there  he  came  to  North  Granby,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  ninety  acres 
of  land,  known  as  the  Rowdand  Hayes  farm,  on 


j  which  he  made  his  home,  while  engaged  in  general 
farming,  until  1892.  He  then  sold  the  place  and 
removed  to  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  town  of 

I  Gi'aiiby,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death., 

I  June  5.  189M. 

I        in  I'^eliruary,  1831,  in  Granby,  Mr.  Barlow  mar- 
i  ried  Miss  Chleo  Godard,  who  was  born  in  l8ii,  a 
j  daughter  of  Miles  Godard,  and  four  children  came 
i  of  this  union:    Edmund  B.,  born  in  October,  1832, 
I  is  a  resident  of  Granville,  Mass. ;  Leland  O.,  born 
'  in  1835,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in 
i  Andersonville  prison  in  1S64;  Marv  Jane,  born  in 
}  1837,  died  in   1838;  and  Jane  E.,  born  in  1839, 
j  lived  with  her  father,  and  tenderly  cared  for  him 
!  in  his  declining  years.    The  wife  and  mother  died 
!  in  Granville,  2\Iass.,  in  January,   1840,  and  was 
I  buried  there.    Mr.  Barlow  was  married  in  July, 
j  1841,  to  Miss  Lavera  Kendall,  who  was  born  m 
j  181 1,  a  daughter  of  Xoadiah  Kendall.   By  this  mar- 
!  riage  there  were  also    four    children :  Harriet 
I  Emeroy,  born  in  1S42,  is  now  the  wife  of  2\Iilo 
j  Wilco.x,  of  Granby:  Arabella  Susan,  born  in  1844. 
1  died  in  1S50;  Stella,  born  in  1848,  is  the  wife  of 
!  Frederick  Rice,  of  Granby;  and  Rolla  Hubert,  born 
in  July,  1852,  died  in  1S79.    The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  Granville,  July  8,  1852,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  there.    For  his  third  wdfe  iMr.  Barlow 
married  her  sister,  L'rsula  Kendall,  and  the  only 
child  born  to  them  died  in  infancy.    ]Mrs.  Barlow, 
who  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  departed  this 
j  life  Feb.  19,  1895,  and  was  buried  in  Granville 
cemetery. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  living  citizen  in 
Granby,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  highly-respected 
and  honored  men.    He  cast  his  first  vote  in  1828, 
and  was  a  Whig  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks  and  con- 
tintfed  to  fight  under  its  banner.    He  was  never  an 
office  seeker,  but  in  1861  was  the  choice  of  the 
people  of  his  district  for  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature.    He  was  broad-minded  and  liberal  in 
!  his  views,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  was 
I  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.    Fie  was 
I  always  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings 
j  with  his  fellow  men,  and  was  justly  deserving  of 
I  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  uniformlv  held. 
I 

I  HON.  EDWARD  PRICKETT.  While  "the 
[  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift  nor  the  battle  to  the 
I  strong,"  the  invariable  law  of  destiny  accords  to 
I  tireless  energy,  industry  and  ability  a  successful 
■  career.  The  truth  of  this  assertion  is  abundantly 
j  verified  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Prickett,  the  well-known 
j  superintendent  of  the  Hazard  I'owder  Mills,  and  a 
leading  citizen  of  Enfield. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  I^'aversham.  County  of 
Kent,  England,  h'eb.  21,  1832,  a  son  of  William 
and  Catherine  (Wildish)  Prickett,  who  on  coming 
tc  America  in  1836  located  in  Hazardville.  Hart- 
I  ford  Co.,  Conn.,  wdicre  the  father  served  as  forc- 
1  man  of  a  department  of  the  Hazard  Powder  Mills 
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until  killoil  I'v  an  explosion  there,  in  1844.  '^^-''s 
a  skilled  workman  and  manufacturer,  and  his 
knowledt^e  ^ind  care  aided  materially  in  establish- 
ing the  fame  and  excellence  of  lla-'^ard  jxjwder.  In 
his  family  were  the  following  children;  Ann,  wife 
of  J.  W'inthrop  Parsons;  Julward  ;  Thomas  ;  Eliza, 
wife  of  Willis  Simons;  Adeline,  wife  of  George 
W'hiton  ;  Ashman  1'. ;  and  W  illiam  A. 

Edward  Prickett  was  only  four  years  old  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  parents  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  llazardville,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He 
began  his  business  career  as  an  employe  of  the 
Hazard  Powder  Co.,  and  in  1S54  left  the  operative 
Avorks  and  entered  the  oftice.  During  his  service 
of  over  forty-five  years  with  that  conipanv  he  has 
steadily  advanced  in  public  favor,  and  has  their 
entire  confidence  and  respect.  From  childhood  he 
has  been  around  the  mills,  and  as  an  employe  in  the 
various  departments  he  soon  acquired  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  business,  being  educated  in  the 
chemistry  of  explosives  and  thoroughly  qualified 
by  training  and  experience  for  his  present  respon- 
sible position.  He  has  regularly  maintained  the,  su- 
perior quality  of  Hazard  powder,  and  has  firmly 
established  its  reputation. 

On  I^Iay  22,  1S56,  ]\Ir.  Prickett  was  united  in 
marriage  with  3>Iiss  Barbara  Law,  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  (Crawford)  Law,  natives  of  Scot- 
land, and  five  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  Georgianna  C,  wife  of  ]NL  L.  Bailey;  Plel- 
ena  J.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Aliner;  Clifford  D.,  who  mar- 
ried Edith  Isl.  Gordon ;  Edward  L.,  who  married 
Pidma  T.  Dahlgren ;  and  Effie  ^L  The  family  are 
members  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
merit  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
Avho  know  them.  Pohcically  .Mr.  Prickett  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party,  and,  as  one  of  the 
popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community, 
he  was  called  upon  to  represent  Enfield  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1879. 

HON.  EDWIX  JOHX  SHELDOX,  an  enter- 
prising young  tobacco  grower  and  general  farmer 
of  Suflield,  was  born  in  Florence  tow-nship.  Will 
Co.,  III.,  Oct.  27,  i860,  but  is  of  Connecticut  par- 
entage. 

William  Stevens  Sheldon,  father  of  Edwin  J., 
was  born  Jan.  20,  1833,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Deacon  Benjamin  Sheldon,  in  the  town  of  Suf- 
field,  Conn.,  a  biography  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  remained  on  the 
home  place  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  for  the  West,  for  ten  years  living  in  Will 
county,  111.,  wdicre  he  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
grain  growing.  In  1865  he  sold  his  farm  and  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  and  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead of  i6o  acres  where  he  was  born,  and  on 
which  he  died  Feb.  27,  1894.  In  politics  William 
S.  Sheldon  was  a  Republican,  and  was  honored  by 
the  people  of  Florence,  111.,  with  election  as  school 


commissioner  and  also  as  road  commissioner.  For 
years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  his  conduct  throughout  life  was  such  as  to 
command  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  To 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Wilmington,  Will 
Co.,  111.,  heb.  25,  185S,  with  }*Iiss  Sarah  jane  Rick- 
ard,  who  was  born  July  11,  1835,  a  daughter  of 
j  Daniel  Richard,  of  Xew  York  State,  were  born  two 
children:  Edwin  J.,  and  ^lary  E.,  the  wife  of  Henry 
R.   liemenway,  of    Suffield.      Mrs.   Sarah  Jane 
\  Sheldon  was  called  away  by  death  Oct.  11,  1893, 
;  dying"  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
I       Edwin  J.  Sheldon  was  but  four  years  of  age 
:  when  brought  from  his  birthplace  in  the  West  to 
i  the  home  of  his  forefathers  in  the  East,  and  was 

■  reared  here  to  manhood.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  primarily,  then  attended  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  institute  of  Suftield,  and  in  1882 

;  took  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  Eastman  Busi- 
i  ness  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  When  he 
\  became  of  age  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with 
I  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  and  in  gen- 
i  eral  farming.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  j\Ir. 
j  Sheldon  purchased  the  homestead,  and  is  now  ex- 
j  tensively  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  agriculture, 
i  with  the  additional  industry  of  cattle  breeding.  The 
:  place  has  been  owned  and  occupied  by  Sheldons 
I  ever  since  1740,  wdien  the  country  was  a  wilder- 
ness. 

;  In  18S6  ^Ir.  Sheldon  was  united  in  matrimony 
i  with  !\Irs.  Clara  Easton,  the  widow  of  Edgar  Easton, 

■  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  \^an  Gilder,  a  cigar  manu- 
facturer of  Suffield,  her  native  town.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Isir.  and  -Mrs.  Sheldon  were  born  two  chil- 

j  dren :  W'illiam  Harrison,  born  Aug.  i,  18S8,  wdio 
died  June  18.  1889:  and  Edwin  Raymond,  born 
Aug.  16,  1891.    Death  bereft  Mr.  Sheldon  of  his 

j  wife  X'ov.  26,  1893. 

j       In  politics  ^Ir.  Sheldon  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, has  served  as  assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Suffield,  and  also  as  a  grand  juror.    In  1896  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  in 
I  which   he   served  on  the   committee  on  Towns, 
Counties  and  County  Seats,  with  unusual  effective- 
ness, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  august 
body  of  which  he  was  a  member.    In  his  views  of 
religion,  Mr.  Sheldon  is  liberal  and  somewdiat  lati- 
tudinarian,  but  is  nevertheless  a  sincere  Christian 
and  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  the  support  of 
the  various  churches  of  his  neighborhood.    He  be- 
lieves in  free  education,  and  aids  in  every  movement 
i  to  advance  and  maintain  the  public  schools.   1  hat 
i  he  is  a  favorite  with  the  comunity  in  which  lie  lives 
[  is  very  manifest,  as  he  has  been  chosen,  ever  since 
j  he  reached  his  majority,  to  fill  some  position  of 
I  honor  and  trust  in  which  he  might  converse  the 

I  interests  of  his  fellow  citizens.  '    •■  ■  ■ 

1 

I       S.  TERRY  WELLS,  a  successful  agriculturist 

j  of  East  Windsor,  is  one  of  the  progressive  citizens 

'  whose  influence  is  felt  in  the  community  as  a  iwwer 
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on  the  side  of  aiivanccmoiit.  As  a  iiioinhcr  of  one 
of  the  oKl  families  of  the  ti>\vn  he  well  maintains 
the  reinuation  lor  good  citizenship  estahlislied  by 
its  nienihers  in  past  times. 

-Mr.  Wells  is  of  the  sixth  i^eneration  in  descent 
from  J^)sluia  Wells,  Sr..  who  died  in  Windsor  in 
17JI.  aged  seventy-h\e  years.  His  hirth  i>lacc  is 
not  known,  but  is  supposed  to  have  lieen  in  this 
country.  Joshua  Wells.  Jr..  an  early  resident  of 
East  Windsor,  the  line  extending  through  Lamp- 
son,  the  great-grantlfathcr  of  our  suliject;  Joshua 
(3).  the  grandfather,  and  .Solomon,  the  father,  all 
of  wh.on^  were  born  in  East  WindsL'r,  and  resided 
there  tliroughout  their  lives.  The  nan.ie  was  origin- 
ally spelled  Wills,  and  has  also  iu'en  sp-Iied  Willis. 

Solomon  \\'ells.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
July  28,  1793,  and  died  Jan.  25,  1S53.  mar- 
ried Miss  Dorcas  Terry,  who  was  born  July  3, 
1799,  daughter  of  Christopher  Terry,  of  the  loww 
of  Enfield,  this  county,  antl  she  survived  him  manv 
years,  dying  Eeb.  15,  1S7S.  Tliis  worthy  couple 
had  two  children:  S.  Terry,  otir  subject,  and  Eliza- 
beth, bom  Jan.  27,  1837,  who  married  Charles  H. 
Wells,  of  Suffield. 

Our  subject  was  born  Feb.  17,  1S31,  on  his  pres- 
ent farm,  where  he  has  always  made  his  home. 
During  his  youth  he  attended  Scantic  Academy, 
W'ilbraham  Seminary,  at  Wilbraham,  Mass..  and  the 
academy  at  East  Hampton,  ^Nlass.,  and  on  leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father.  Since 
the  death  of  the  latter  he  has  had  the  sole  manage- 
ment of  the  estate,  and  in  connection  with  general 
farming  he  is  extensively  interested  in  dairying  and 
tobacco  culttire.  The  homestead  comprises  one 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land  and  he  also  owns  a 
fifty-acre  tract  in  the  town.  His  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  agriculturists  generally  is  shown  by  his 
active  work  in  the  local  Grange,  of  which  he  has 
been  master  for  five  years,  and  he  is  prominent  in 
the  m.anagement  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
at  Scantic,  having  served  as  clerk  and  treasurer 
for  forty  years.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  of  that  time  he  has  done  eft'ective  work 
as  acting  school  visitor.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
being  one  of  the  valued  advisors  of  the  town 
organization,  and  in  1890  was  elected  first  selectman, 
serving  with  Elisha  G.  -Morton  and  George  A. 
Ellis. 

In  1857  Mr.  Wells  married  3.1iss  Sarah  L.  Prior, 
daughter  of  Harvev  Prior,  a  well-known  resident 
of  this  county,  wdio  served  many  years  as  deputy 
sheriU,  and  was  collector  of  taxes  for  twenty-five 
years,  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor. 

Herbert  C.  Wells,  our  subject's  only  son,  was 
born  Aug.  2,  1867,  and  now  resides  at  the  home- 
stead. He  was  educated  at  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  in  Suffield,  and  has  shown  decided 
talent  as  a  musician  and  in  the  art  of  taxidermy,  to 
which  he  devotes  much  of  his  leisure  time.  In 
1897  he  married  ^liss  Jane  P.,  daughter  of  Homer 


S.  and  Adeline  (  llartlett)  Allyn,  of  East  Winilsor, 
and  two  chiK'.ren,  ICIeanor  Adelaide,  and  Louisa  Gris- 
wold,  have  bles;-etl  the  union. 

CHARLES  IL  GR.VHAM.  the  present  weh- 
knov.n  treasurer  of  the  Cpsoii  Xut  Co.,  of  Cni  )n- 
vile,  was  born  in  \ew  i'.riiani,  Hartford  c^iunt\-, 
Cct.  I  S,  1S37,  and  is  of  .^coiti^h  descent,  ins  ])ater- 
nal  great-grandfather  having  been  a  native  of  Scot- 
land. His  .grandfather.  Curtis  Graham,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Norwich.  Conn.,  where  he  v."as  engaged  in 
the  saddlery  business.  He  married  Paulina  Lord^ 
and  they  h'ad  three  cliiklren  :  Gilbert,  a  resident  of 
New  I'.ritain,  Conn.;  Marv.  of  Indiana;  and  Will- 
iam Lord,  father  of  our  subject.  All  are  wow  de- 
ceased. 

W  illiam  Lord  Graham  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Xorwich.      In  early  life  he  followed  the 
trade  of  a  brass-turner  in  Xew  Britain,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cow  bells  and  haines 
for  harness,  at  that  place.    He  died  in  P.urlington, 
Conn.,  in  1S69.    He  married  Aliss  Alrnira  W'ilmot,. 
I  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilmot,  of  Burlington,  and 
j  to  them  were  born  four  children:    Charles  H.,  our 
subject;  .Walter  A.,  a  snijcrintendent  of  tlie  Fair 
Flaven  &  Westville  railroad,  and  a  resident  of  Xev,' 
Haven,  Conn.  ;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Albert  J.  Brewer, 
of  L'nionville  ;  and  W'illiam  J.,   also  a  resident  of 
L'nionville.    For  his  second  wife  the  father  niar- 
j  ried  Frances  Pettibone,  and  of  the  children  born  to 
I  them  one  son,  Arthur,  now  a  resident  of  Burringto.i, 
I  Conn.,  grew  to  maturity. 

I       Charles  H.  Graham  passed   his   boyhood  and 
I  youth  in  Xew  Britain  and  Burlington,  and  was  edu- 
I  cated  in  the  public  schools.    At  the  age  of  eighteen 
vears  he  commenced  working  for  Dwight  Langdon, 
who  founded  the  L'pson  Xut  Co.,  in  1854,  and  under 
1  him  he  became   'thoroughly   conversant   with  bolt 
manufacturing.    The  firm  was  later  composed  of 
;  A.  S.  L'pson  and  George  Dunham,  who  carried  on 
:  business  for'  a  time  under  the  firm  name  of  L'pson 
i  &  Dunham,  and  it  was  later  changed  to  the  Upson 
\  Xut  Co.,  of  which  A.  S.  l'pson  is  president;  W.  A. 
I  Llitchcock,  secretary ;  and  Charles  H.  Graham,  treas- 
j  urer.    Our  subject  was  employed  as  shipper  by  Up- 
•  son  &  Dunham  and  had  a  contract  for  making  bolts 
I  with  the  Upson  Xut  Co. ;  subsequently  was  super- 
1  intendent  of  the  factory  for  fifteen  years ;  and  upon 
I  the  death  of  Samuel  Frisbie,  became  treasurer.  He 
'  is  also  secretary  of  the  Union  Xut  &  Bolt  Co.,  of 
i  Xew  York  and  Chicago ;  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
j  Union  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.,  vice- 
president  of  the  L'nionville  Water  Co.,  and  a  di- 
rector in  the  Union  Water  Co.,  of  L'nionville.  He 
is  a  practical  mechanic,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
every  department  of  the  business.    Our  subject  in- 
vented the  first  automatic  lathe  for  threading  bolts, 
for  which  he  secured  a  patent. 
I       At  L'nionville  Mr.  Graham  married  Miss  Eme- 
[  line  A.  Upson,  a  daughter  of  Seth  and  ^Llrtha  Up- 
I  son,  and  they  have  five  clnldren :      Walter  E.,  a 
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hLxikkccpcr.  wlu)  married  Clarabcl  Lusk,  and  l  as 
two  children,  Is^onncth  antl  Arline;  Sanukl  V..  ss- 
sistaTU  su]KTinicndcnt  o\  tlio  I  pson  Xut  *./i>.,  and 
one  of  the  selectman  of  ]"arniini;uin  ;  lknr\  C,  a 
resilient  of  Cleveland.  l)liio,  uliere  he  ha>  the  posi- 
tion of  i)a\ina'^ler  for  the  I  p-on  Xnt  Co.  (in  Au- 
gust, lSt;<).  he  niarrieil  Alice  T.'.vlor,  of  Lnionville  )  ; 
and  L.ila  V..  and  \\  inifred.  hoth  deceased. 

Sociallv  Mr.  Graham  is  altiliated  with  Everdns: 
Star  Lodge  No.  loi,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  with  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Con,<,'-re.s;ational  Church  of  I'nion- 
ville.  He  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief. 
He  has  always  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
and  his  life  illustrates  what  can  be  accomplished 
through  industry,  perseverance,  good  management 
and  a  determination  to  succeed.  By  his  straight- 
forward, honorable  course,  he  has  also  won  the 
public  conhdeiice  and  the  high  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

JAMES  WOOD.  Among  the  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  farming  comnuinity  of  West  Sufheld, 
and  one  of  its  most  prosperous  citizens,  is  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  is 
entirely  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  tlie 
word,  having  been  the  only  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes,  and  he  has  raised  lumself  from  humble  cir- 
cumstances to  a  position  of  affluence,  aided  only  by 
his  own  strong  ariBS,  indomitable  energy  and  laud- 
able ambition. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  Aug.  7,  1829,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  England, 
and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  ^lary  (Knowles) 
Wood,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  there.  In  their 
family  were  six  children :  John,  who  died  in  Bloom- 
field,  Conn. ;  George,  wdio  died  in  Southwick.  Mass. ; 
Catharine,  and  Mary,  who  both  died  in  England ; 
Richard,  who  died  in  Somcrs,  Conn.;  and  James, 
our  subject. 

As  his  parents  were  poor,  }^Ir.  Wood  had  no 
educational  advantages,  and  at  the  tender  age  of 
eight  years  began  working  as  a  farm  laborer,  re- 
ceiving but  small  wages  even  after  becoming  able 
to  do  a  man's  work.  He  was  employed  in  that 
capacity  until  he  was  nineteen,  when  he  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Xew  World,  where  he  be- 
lieved that  better  opportunities  were  afforded  am- 
bitious and  industrious  young  men.  Bidding  good- 
bye to  their  aged  parents,  he  and  his  brother  Rich- 
ard went  to  Liverpool  and  took  passage  on  the 
sailing  vessel  "Ocean  Queen,"  the  brother  advanc- 
ing the  money  to  pay  for  the  same.  After  six 
weeks  spent  upon  the  water,  they  landed  in  Boston, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  Springfield,  Alass.  The 
following  day  our  subject  came  to  Sutficld,  Conn., 
where  he  found  employtnent  with  Col.  Simon  Ken- 
dall, as  a  farm  hand,  and  during  the  two  years  he 
remained  with  that  gentleman  he  worked  for  eight 
dollars  per  month  during  the  summer  season,  and 
attended  school  through  the  winter,  doing  the  chords 


I  for  iiis  board.  The  following  two  years  he  spent 
i  with  ."^eth  King.  Both  employers  he  served  failh- 
!  fnllv  and  well,  and  they  became  his  lifelong  friends 
I  ami  benefactors.  From  his  wages  he  saved  S400 
I  which  he  invested  in  sixteen  acres  of  land,  Mr. 
King  as>isiing  him  in  paying  for  the  same.  After 
operating  it  for  six  months  and  cutting  most  of  the 
timljcr  from  the  l.iud,  he  sold  the  place  for  twenty- 
five  dollars  more  than  he  paid  for  it.  His  next 
purchase  consisted  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Aga- 
wam,  ALass.,  where  he  s;)ent  one  year,  and  on  sell- 
ing out  .returned  to  Sufiieid  where  he  bought 
twenty  acres  known  as  the  William  Pomeroy  fanu. 
There  he  made  his  home  for  sixteen  years,  engaged 
in  ger.eral  farming,  tobacco  raising,  lumbering, 
quarrying  stone,  and  other  occupations  bv  which 
he  could  earn  an  honest  dollar.  In  this  way  he  was 
able  to  save  enough  to  purchase  a  much  larger 
farm,  and  l_)Oughi  his  present  place  of  seventv-five 
acres,  known  as  the  Granger  farm,  upon  which  he 
has  now  resided  for  twenty-eight  years.  lie  has 
spent  $4,000  in  improvements  upon  the  place,  in- 
cluding the  erection  of  tobacco  sheds  and  the  put- 
ting of  a  stone  basement  under  his  barn. 

In  .Sufifield,  Air.  Wood  was  married,  in  1853,  to 
Aliss  Sophia  Lester,  a  daughter  of  Alilton  Lester, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children :  Silas  L., 
a  farmer;  Luella  J.,  wife  of  Calvin  Feelen,  of 
Sufiieid ;  Alartha,  Henry  and  Alary,  who  all  died 
voung;  Arthur  H.,  a  farmer;  and  James  E.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Sufiieid.  The  vs'ife  and  mother,  who  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died  in 
18S5,  and  was  laid  to  rest  near  the  First  Baptist 
Church  at  Zion's  Hill.  Mr.  Wood  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  1895,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Jane 
E.  (Lemon)  Taylor,  widow  of  Edwin  Taylor,  and 
daughter  of  James  Lemon.  She  was  born  in 
Belchertown,  Alass.  Politically  Air.  Wood  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  all  the  relations 
of  life  he  has  been  found  true  and  faithful  to  every 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  he  has  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  who  esteem  him  highly. 

NORTCJX  ABBE,  an  enterprising  and  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Enfield,  was  born  Xov.  2,  1825,  on 
the  old  Abbe  homestead  in  that  town,  which  he 
now^  occupies,  a  son  of  Levi  and  Dorcas  (Wolcott) 
Abbe,  natives  of  Enfield  and  East  Windsor,  re- 
spectively. - 

Air.  Abbe's  paternal  grandparents  v»-ere  Daniel 
and  Salla  (Pease)  Abbe,  the  former  born  Xov.  7, 
1750,  anrl  h.is  wife  on  Dec.  2,  1757.  Daniel  Abbe  w  is 
a  large  landowner,  and  left  each  of  his  surviving 
children  a  competency.  They  were :  Daniel.  Jr., 
Timothy,  Levi,  Sally  P.  (Airs.  Luther  Allen): 
George  (i),  George(2),  Harris,  Erastus  and 
Stoddard.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  Abbe,  son  of  Thomas,  the  progenitor  of 
this  branch  of  the  Abbe  family  in  this  locality,  where 
he  settled  about  1725.    Thoiuas  was  a  son  of  John 
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Abbe,  a  jiativc  of  Maryland,  of  Huguenot  stock,  who 
was  among  the  pioneers  of  W'rentliain,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Le\  i  Ai)be.  fatlier  of  our  subject,  iuheriieJ 
the  lioniestead  now  c  ccu]>ied  i)y  our  subject.  Uc 
was  a  proniinent  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  on  the 
homestead.  His  children  were  Marionette  (Mrs. 
Seth  I'heljis),  Dorcas  (Mrs.  Kufus  i'arsons),  Salla 
(Mrs.  George  King),  W'olcott,  Pease,  Marv  A. 
(Mrs.  Cieorge  Ilarber),  Daniel,  Harriot,  Gilbert, 
rviaria  (iMrs.  Albert  Abbe),  and  Norton,  our  sub- 
ject, now  the  sole  survivor  of  the  familv. 

Norton  Abbe  has  always  resided  on  the  old 
homestead,  wliere  he  was  born  ami  reared,  and  is 
a  progressive  farmer.  He  married,  Nov.  27,  1856, 
Eliza  Turvey,  a  native  '^f  England,  daughter  of 
^^'illiam  and  Sarah  (Mc_..ell)  Turvey.  She  bore 
him  four  sons,  Edwin  W.,  Albert  N.,  Herl^ert  A. 
and  Levi  P.  ]Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Abbe  are  members  of 
the  First  Con.gregational  Church  of  Enfield.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  church  committee,  and  was 
formerly  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

JOHN  P.  JONES,  now  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  the  town  of  South  Windsor,  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  old  Hartford  county  families.  He  is 
of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent. from  Nathaniel 
Jones.  Avho  about  1714,  migrated  from  the  Colony 
of  IMassachusetts  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Hart- 
ford county.  Conn.,  the  line  being  traced  as  fol- 
lows: (2)  John;  (3)  Natlianiel ;  (4)  John  P.:  and 
(5)  John  P.,  our  subject.  Nathaniel  Jones,  the 
grandfather,  was  a  teamster  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  ha  being  at  that  time  sixteen  years  old.  He 
resided  on  what  is  now  State  street,  east  of  Front 
street,  Hartford,  that  thoroughfare  not  having  been 
opened  through  the  farm  from  Front  street  to  the 
river  until  iSoi. 

Jolm  P.  Jones,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hartford  in  1791.  Until  his  death,  in  1880. 
one  of  his  most  pleasant  memories  was  that  as  a 
child  of  seven  years,  in  1798,  he  saw  Gen.  Wash- 
ington at  Hartford.  He  became  a  sokher  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  engaged  in  farming  upon  the 
ancestral  home  in  Hartford  for  a  few  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  and  oyster 
business,  in  Hartford,  continuing  same  about  thirty 
years.  In  1S47  '^t;  moved  to  the  farm  in  South 
Windsor,  six  and  une-half  miles  distant  from  Hart- 
ford, and  there  remained  until  his  death,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  eightv-nine  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
prominence,  and  lield  various  public  offices.  !Mr. 
Jones  married  Lucy  E.  Pratt,  who  died  in  1878, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  To  this  vmion  were 
born  eight  children  :  Mary,  who  died  in  December, 
1843;  ^lartha,  who  resides  with  our  subject:  John 
P. ;  Oliver,  a  farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  South 
Windsor ;  Nathaniel,  also  a  farmer  and  tobacco 
grower  of  South  Windsor;  Jane  E.,  living  with 
our  subject :  and  Lucy  and  James,  deceased. 

John  P.  Jones  was  born  in  Hartford  May  15, 


1832,  anil  was  about  tifti.cn  years  oUI  when  he  came 
with  his  faliier  from  Hartford  to  .South  Windsor. 
He  was  educated  at  what  was  known  as  the  Cen- 
:  ter  school  hnuse,  which  stood  on  the  .^iti:  nf  ihe 
store  in  Hartford  now  occuiMcd  in  part  i)y  Fre<l- 
erick  Ellsworth.  Since  coming  to  South  NVindsi.ir, 
more  than  a  half  centurv  ago,  he  has  ever  since 
continued  to  reside  there,  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  tobacco  growing. 

Mr.  Jones  has  at  various  times  been  called  upon 
to  hll  i)ublic  office.  Ho  is  a  Democrat  in  ])olitics, 
and  in  1882  was  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  partv 
to  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  in  1S81  elected 
selectman  of  South  Windsor;  has  for  three  vears 
filled  the  office  of  assessor:  and  for  two  years  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  is  an  indus- 
trious and  succes^ful  farmer,  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  community  in  w  hich  he  lives. 

HON.  GEORGE  FPrCH  KENDALL,  State 
Senator  from  the  Third  District  of  Connecticut,  is 
descended  from  several  of  the  oldest  and  most  in- 
fluential families  of  the  State,  and  his  high  ideal 
of  citizenship  is  w"orthy  of  his  ancestry.  As  a 
business  man  he  has  shown  enterprise  and  sound 
judgment,  but  his  name  will  be  longest  remembered 
for  liis  eiificient  and  faithful  w"ork  in  public  life. 
No  movement  of  any  merit  is  projected  in  his  town 
to  which  his  influence  is  not  given,  and  as  a  legis- 
lator he  has  identified  himself  with  the  best  interests 
of  the  State  at  large,  winning  the  approbation  of  the 
best  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  irrespective  of 
party. 

]NIr.  Kendall's  ancestors  in  the  direct  paternal 
line  settled  in  Suftield  at  an  early  period,  soon  after 
their  emigration  from  England.  Joshua  Kendall, 
our  subject's  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  Suf- 
field,  and  followed  farming  there  throughout  his 
life.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  for  many 
years  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  wife's  maiden  name  w^as  Theodosia 
Bronson.  and  they  had  three  children :  Horace, 
Mahala  (who  married  Calvin  Spencer),  and  Simon. 

Simon  Kendall,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  July  29,  1785,  and  died  !March  29,  1856.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  and  select  schools  of 
Suffield,  and  in  early  manhood  taught  schools  for 
some  time,  later  engaging  in  farming  and  stock 
raising,  his  homestead  comprising  200  acres  of 
land.  He  took  an  active  part  in  religious  aft'airs 
as  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  promi- 

j  nent  worker  in  the  local  Democratic  organization, 

j  serving  as  selectman.  His  strict  views  on  temper- 
ance were  unusual  for  that  day,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth  Kent,  were  both  much  above  the 
average  in  intelligence  and  culture.  Of  their  eight 
children,  George  Fitch  died  in  Richmond,  Va. ; 
Betsey  (deceaserl)  married  Josiah  W.  King,  of 
Xenia,  Ohio ;  Rebecca,  twin  of  Betsey,  never  mar- 

j  ried ;  Simon  B.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; 

j  Clarissa  married  Edmimd  T.  Halladay,  now  de- 
ceased, and  is  the  mother  of  Hon.  Edmund  Halla- 
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day,  of  SullicKl :  Mary  inarricd  John  McKibbcii,  j 
anil  died  in  I'cinisylvania ;  J lonry  L.  tliod  in  ISalu-  j 
more,  Md. :  and  jane  .Maria  did  not  live  to  adidi  age.  \ 
Mrs.  IdizaWth   (_lvcnt)   Koiidail.  our  subject's  j 
grandniotlur.  was  born  Sei)t.  J4,  I7^^4.  ^ii<-l  \ 
1-ch.  25,  iSoo,  her  remains  being  interred  beside  j 
those  of  her  husband  in  Suftield  eenietery.    She  was 
a  dauL^diter  of  Lapt.  Elihu  Kent,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Col.  Hlihu  Kent,  both  of  whom  fought 
in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  other  engagements  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.    Col.  Elihu  Kent  married  Sybil  Dwight,  in 
whose  honor  Sybil  Dwight  Kent  Chapter,  of  the  D. 
A.  R.,  at  Suffield.  is  named.  Our  subject's  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Adaline  K.  Kent,  was 
also  a  member  of  this  well-known  family.  Her 
grandfather,  Seth  Kent,  who  married  Lucy  Rem- 
ington, was  a  wealthy  landowner  and  farmer  in 
Suffield,  and  her  father,  Comfort  Kent,  was  also 
a  prominent  citizen  of  that  town.    His  wife,  Tir- 
zah  Hastings,  was  a  native  of  Hasting's  Hill,  and 
a  daughter  of  Abijah  Hastings.      This  worthy 
couple  had  eight  children:  Amy  H.  (Mrs.  Wright)  ; 
James,   deceased;   Adaline   K.    (Airs.    Kenelall)  ; 
Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Grosvenor),  deceased;  ]\Iarie  L.  1 
(Mrs.  Sanford  Rising)  ;  Charlotte   (Airs.  Halla- 
day)  ;  Ambrose,  deceased ;  and  Luther,  who  occu- 
pied the  old  Kent  homestead.    The  mother  died 
March  24,  1855,  and  the  father  survived  her  but 
a  few  years,  dying  Dec.  2,  1S62. 

Col.  Simon  B.  Kendall,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  June,  1S14,  on  North  street,  Suffield, 
and  after  completing  a  common-school  course  en- 
tered the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  being  one 
of  the  first  students  in  that  noted  school.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  taught  successfully,  and  as  an  in- 
structor and  disciplinarian  he  had  no  superior  in 
Suffield  in  his  time.  Having  been  reared  to  far-n 
work  he  followed  that  occtipation  to  some  extent 
in  later  years,  but  his  duties  as  a  teacher  and  public 
official  occupied  his  attention  chietly.  For  twentv- 
one  years  he  served  as  selectman,  seventeen  years 
in  succession,  and  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
State  Legislature  several  times.  From  1856  to 
1859  he  was  sheriff  of  Flartford  county ;  when 
Joseph  R.  Hawley  first  appeared  as  a  candidate 
for  Congress  Mr.  Kendall  was  his  opponent  and,  al-  ! 
though  defeated,  had*  a  m.ajority  of  the  votes  in 
Hawley's  own  city  of  Hartford.  He  was  well- 
known  throughout  the  State,  his  acquaintances  in- 
cluding the  most  influential  men  of  every  locality, 
and  often  when  traveling  he  would  be  greeted  by 
people  of  whom  he  knew  nothing.  So  ably  did  he 
meet  his  duties  in  all  positions  that  many  of  his 
political  opponents  were  among  his  warmest  ad- 
mirers. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  active  in 
military  affairs,  and  he  held  every  rank  in  the  17th 
Regiment  below  that  of  brigadier-general.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
of  Suffield,  and  his  fine  musical  gifts  were  utilized 
to  good  purpose  during  a  long  period  of  service 


as  chorister.  He  died  April  j8,  1883,  in  his  sixty- 
ninth  vear,  and  his  estimable  widow,  Mrs.  Adaline 
K.  (Kent)  Kendall,  is  still  living  in  Suffield,  in  her 
eighty-second  year.  They  had  two  children  ;  Emma, 
now  Mrs.  Cecil  H.  Fuller,  of  Sufiicld,  and  George 
Fitch. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  2,  1849,  on  North 
street,  Suffield,  in  a  house  opposite  the  one  in  which 
his  father  first  saw  the  light.    He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools,  Miss   Ellen   Corey   being   his  first 
teacher,  and  among    later    instructors  there  was 
Judge  \'.  B..  Chamberlain,  of  New  Britain,  Conn. 
He  spent  two  years  at   Palmer   Gallup's  private 
school  in  Sutfield,  and  two  years  in  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  and  then  entered  the  W'esleyan 
Seminary  at  W'ilbraham,  Mass.,   where   he  spent 
two  years.    Soon  after  he  began  teaching,  which 
he  continued  fifteen  years  in  Suflield.    The  only  in- 
terruption w-as  in  1876,  when  he  w"ent  to  Lima,  Ohio, 
then  a  small  town,  and  passed  a  time  in  the  employ 
of  King  &  Day,  pork  packers  at  that  place,  Mr. 
King  being  an  tmcle.    In  1882  he  gave  up  teach- 
ing permanently  and  took  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
for  W.  W.  Cooper,  a  merchant  of  Suffield,  with 
whose  business  he  has  ever  since  been  connected. 
He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Suffield 
Water  Co.  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Suflield 
Creamery  Association.    He  was  an  incorpora.tor  of 
the  Suffield  and   Thompsonville   Bridge,   and  has 
been  one  of  the  auditors  ever  since  the  structure 
was   built.     From  early  manhood   he   has  taken 
a   keen    interest    in    political    affairs.     He  first 
served   two   terms   as   assessor   in    Suffield,  and 
since    that    time    has    held    numerous  offices. 
Lie   was    cotmty    auditor    for    two    terms,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
serving  as  secretary  nine  years.    In  18S7  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  the  first  biennial  session, 
and  during  that  term  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  General  Appropriations.    In  1889  he  was  re- 
elected, serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Roads,  Rivers  and  Bridges.    In  1897  and  1899  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  during  both 
terms  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Rail- 
roads, being  the  first  one  in  years  to  succeed  himself 
in  that  position.    At  present  he  is  also  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  and  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  Contingent  Expenses.    On  April 
18,  1899,  Gov.  Lounsbury  appointed  him  the  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Commissioner  of  the  State,  and  on 
March  7,  1900,  Bank  Commissioner. 

Air.  Kendall  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the 
prominent  men  of  the  day,  including  all  of  the  Con- 
gressmen from  Connecticut,  and  is  connected  with 
various  fraternal  organizations,  his  affable  and 
courteous  manners  making  him  many  friends.  For 
years  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  Apollo  Lodge 
No.  59.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Suffield,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  worshipful  master,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  Washington  Chapter  No.  30,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Suffield  Council,  R.  &  S.  AI. ;  Washington  Com.- 
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iiiaiulcry  i.  K.  T.  :    Si^hiiix   Toinple.  Myotic 

Sliriiio;  Lviiiaii  (."ouiu-il  Xo.  35.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of 
whioli  ho  is  a  charter  incnihcr  ami  a  past  c(  )iuisollor : 
(.lidcon  Granger  Lod^iX'  Xo.  (>-'.  K.  of  1'..  at  Su;;ic!il, 
of  wliich  ho  was  a  charter  ineniher  and  hr^l  chan- 
cellor coniiiiamler,  and  is  also  a  past  chancellor.  In 
iSyS  lie  was  made  a  nicniher  of  the  Grantl  Lodge  of 
K.  of  P.  at  Xorwich,  Conn.  In  Washington  Lhap- 
ter  Xo.  30,  R.  A.  .M.,  he  has  held  all  the  otfices  up  to 
that  of  high  priest,  to  which  he  was  elected,  al- 
though he  never  served.  Mr.  Kendall  antl  his  wife 
are  pjroniinent  menibers  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Sul^^ield,  and  for  vears  he  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school.  ]Mrs.  Kendall  is 
a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  her  great-grandfather, 
Gatlielius  Cowing,  of  Scituate,  iNlass.,  having  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  Paul  Revere,  and  served  from 
1775  to  1781  in  the  Continental  army. 

In  1870  Mr.  Kendall  married  iMiss  Julia  Anna 
Cowing,  a  native  of  i'ort  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Job  and  Eleanor  (Cowles)  Cowing,  of  Suf- 
field,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere. 
The  only  son  of  this  union,  Frank  \\'.,  died  in 
infancy. 

HOX.  ALFRED  \V.  COX\'ERSE.  An  hon- 
orable ambition,  sustained  by  practical  ability  and 
unyielding  energy,  is  a  passport  to  success,  and  the 
records  of  the  distinguished  men  of  today  furnish 
interesting  ilkistrations  of  the  rule.  It  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  present  to  our  readers  such  a  forceful  exam- 
ple as  is  fotmd  in  the  following  biography  of  this 
successful  business  man  and  gallant  soldier. 

Mr.  Converse  is  a  leading  resident  of  Windsor 
Locks,  and  belongs  to  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
and  is  of  the  ninth  generation  in  descent  from  ( I ) 
Edward  Converse,  born  in  England  in  1590,  died  in 
Woburn,  Mass.,  Aug.  10,  1663;  (  II)  Lieut.  James, 
born  in  England  1620,  died  in  Wobtirn,  Mass.,  ^lay 
10,  1715  ;  ( 111,)  Maj.  James,  born  in  V.'oburn,  Mass., 
Nov.  16,  1645,  'i^^^^  in  Woburn.  ]\Iass.,  July  8,  1706; 
(IV)  Capt.  Josiah,  born  in  Woburn,  iMass.,  Sept. 
12,  1684,  died  in  Brookfield.  l\Iass.,  1771  ;  (\')  Lieut. 
Josiah,  born  in  Woburn,  ?\Iass.,  ^darch  10,  1710, 
died  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  Sept.  11,  1775,  he  being  the 
pioneer  of  the  family  in  Connecticut. 

(\T)  Jesse  Converse,  son  of  Josiah,  the  pio- 
neer, was  born  in  Stafford,  Sept.  i,  1745,  and  died 
there  July  8,  1805  ;  during  the  Revokitionary  war  he 
served  as  a  soldier  from  that  town. 

(YII)  Eli  Converse,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Stafford,' Sept.  28,  1770,  and  died  there 
Nov.  5,  1853 '  he  followed  farming  there  for  many 
years. 

(VIII)  Hannibal  Alden  Converse,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  April  9,  1807,  at  the  ohl 
home  in  Staft'ord.  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In 
1837  he  engaged  in  the  iron  foundry  business  in 
Staft'ord,  having  learned  the  trade  at  W^orcester, 
iNIass.,  and  in  1846  he  bought  a  fotmdrv  at  Windsor 
Locks  which  he  also  carried  on.  He  sold  out  h.is 
business  in  Stafford  in  1854,  and  removed  to  Wind- 


sor Locks.  Conn.,  where  he  continued  the  foundry 
I  business  until  his  death  on  I'co.  15,  18S1.    He  was  a 
man  of  inlluence,  and  liecame  a  leading  member  of 
tiiC  local  i'ieiniljlicaii  organization  :  wlule  in  Staf- 
;  ford  l;e  served  tor  a  time  as.  {own  clerk,  and  later 
;  lie  was  a  selectman  in  the  town  of  Windsor  L'X-ks. 
I  He  \\a>  married,  at  .'^lattord,  Conn.,  to  Miss  julia 
j  A.  ]  erry,  who  died  in  iSc)o,   in    Windsor  Locks. 
I  They  h.'id  live  children  :    Mary  P.,  who  married  C. 
!  II.  McMaster  (both  now  deceased  )  ;  Alfred  W.,  our 
\  subject:  Julia  E.  (deceased),  who  married  X'ashni 
i  Warner:  Joseph  !I.  (deceased)  :  and  Clave  A.,  wife 
of  Dr.  S.  R.  Purnaj).    Joseph  H.  was  Icilled  at  Cold 
Harbor  June  3,  1SO4,  while  serving  as  inspector- 
i  general  on  Gen.  ^lartiiulale  s  start',  in  the  i8th  Army 
:  Corjxs,  and  major  of  the  iith  Conn.  W  1.    He  en- 
'  listed  in  April,   i8()i,  and  wt-nt  to  the  front  as 
I  orderly   sergeant  of   Company   C,    ist  Regiment, 
j  three-months  men  :  soon  after  his  discharge  he  en- 
listed in  Company  P..  nth  Regiment,  was  elected 
second  lieutenant,  and  rajiidlv  rose  throusfh  success- 
ive ranks  to  that  of  maior.    His  memory  is  cher- 
ished by  his  old  comrades,  and  G.  A.  R.  F'ost  Xo. 
67,  at  Windsor  Locks,  is  named  in  his  honor.  He 
was  married,  at  St.  Albans.  \'t.,  to  Xellie  E.  Fuller, 
now  resident  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Alfred  W.  Converse  was  born  Aug.  i,  1S35,  in 
Staft'ord,  and  his  education  was  begun  there,  btit 
later  he  attended  the  academies  at  ]\Ionson  and  Wil- 
braham,  Mass.    He  learned  the  trade  of  foundry- 
j  man  in  all  its  branches  with  nis  father,  but  his  ca- 
j  rcer  was  interrupted  by  his  enlistment,  on  Sept.  i. 
I  1862,  in  Company  C,  25th  Regiment  Conn.  \".  I.. 
!  which  was  assigned  to  duly  in  the  I9t!i  Army  Corps, 
I  serving  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.    He  was 
j  mustered  out  in  August,  1863,  with  an  honorable 
record,  having  been  promoted  from  private  to  ser- 
geant, second  lieutenant  and  first  lieutenant.  While 
I  holding  the  latter  rank  he  had  command  of  the  com- 
I  pany  after  the  captain  was  killed.    L'pon  his  return 
■  from  the  army  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
i  H.  A.  Converse  &  Co.,  but  for  many  years  prior  to 
I  the  death  of  H.  A.  Converse  the  firm  was  A.  W. 
I  Converse  &  Co.,  the  father  being  the  company.  In 
1891  our  subject  sold  out  to  E.  Horton  &  Son,  and 
I  for  the  past  twenty-tour  years  he  has  been  success- 
i  fully  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.    In  1871 
j  the  Windsor  Locks  Savings  Bank  was  organized. 
I  and  he  served  as  treasurer  of  that  institution  from 
that  time.    As  a  member  of.  the  Legislature  from 
Vi'indsor  Locks  from  1896  to  1898  }dr.  Converse  did 
efl'ective  service,  and  he  has  frequently  been  called 
upon  to  fill  positions  of  responsibility.    He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  during 
\  Andrew  Johnson's  administration,  and  served  by 
I  re-appointment  until  a  year  after  Cleveland's  first 
j  election.      He  was  again  appointed  by  President 
I  Harrison,  but  was  out  during  Cleveland's  second 
administration,  and  is  now  serving  under  appoint- 
ment from  President  McKinley.    For  fifteen  years 
he  served  as  town  clerk,  registrar  and  treasurer. 
Mr.  Converse  was  married,  in  Stafford,  May  i8, 
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iS57»  to  >[iss  Julia  Droult.  <lau,i:;Iucr  of  Ilarvov  ( ''r- 
cutt.  a  well-known,  resident  of  that  l.)wn.  and  the 
ioUowinQ-  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Ida  ci.  : 
Alfred  llarvey.  deceased;  Alfred.  wIm  died  at  tlie 
age  of  ihirteen  years:  and  .Myrtle  !'>..  who  married 
Alfred  Klson.  Jr.,  of  Slatturd,  Coini.,  and  has  had 
two  children:  Alfred  C.  (deceased)  and  l-dorcnce 
C.  St'ciallv  Mr.  Converse  and  his  faniilv  are  highly 
fstcenied,  and  he  is  coiuiected  with  J.  11.  Converse 
Post  Xo.  67.  G.  A.  R. ;  the  Arniv  and  Xavy  Club  of 
the  State:  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
the  19th  Army  Corps  Association  :  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society  :  ih.e  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution;  Euclid  Lodge  Xo.  109.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.: 
Washington  Chapter  Xo.  ^,0.  R.  .\.  M.;  Suffield 
Council  Xo.  23,  R.  &  S.  M..  Sutliekl  :  W'a'-hington 
Comniandery  Xo.  i,  K.  T.,  Hartford:  and  Sphinx- 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 

HOX.  JOHX  D.  LUBY.  a  prominent  represent- 
ative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  riurlington.  and 
one  of  its  most  progressive  and  inthiential  citizens, 
was  born  in  \\'estchester.  X'.  Y..  July  25,  1853. 

James  Luby,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  a  son  of  ^licliacl 
Luby,  \vho  was  born  in  the  same  county,  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming-  throughout  life,  and  was 
a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Cluirch.  James 
Luby  received  only  a  limited  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land,  and  grew"  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm.    With  the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  con- 
dition in  the  new  world,  he  bade  good-bye  to  home 
and  friends  in  1S31.  and  came  to  America  on  the 
sailing-vessel  "Essex,"'  which  was  eight  weeks  in 
making  the  voyage.    He  landed  at  X'ew  York,  and 
ill  that  city  and  at  Fort  Washington  uorked  at  dif- 
ferent occupations  for  twenty-two  years,  a  part  of 
the  time  being   employed  as  a  stone-mason  and 
farmer.  He  next  went  to  Westchester,  X'.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  in  a  foundry  for  three  years,  and  then 
came  to  Berlin.  Flartford  Co.,  Coim.    There  and  at 
Southington  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for 
three  years  and  subsequently   was   similarly  em- 
ployed at  Otis,  Mass.     Later  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Bakersville,  X'ew  Hartford,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  for  four  years,  and  in  1S65  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Burlington,  purchasing  a  farm  of  forty 
acres  near  Burlington  Center,  wdiere  he  followed 
farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
in  1885.    His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  at  Collin-ville.    He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  was  a  good-hearted, 
honest  and  industrious  man.    In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.    In  1836,  for  his  first  wife,  he  wedded 
Margaret  Reardon,  a  native  of  County  Cork,  Ire- 
land, and  four  children  were  born  to  them :  X'ora, 
William,  Margaret  and  Mary.    The  mother  of  these 
died  at  Fort  \\'ashington,  in  1849,  and  in  1852  }»Ir. 
Luby  married  Miss  Ann  Duggan,  a  native  of  Castlc- 
town-Roche,  County  Cork.  Ireland,  and  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Duggan.    She  was  fourteen  weeks  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  on  a  sailing-vessel,  when  she 


j  emigrated  to  America,  landintr  at  X'ew  York.  She, 
i  too,  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
i  and  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.    She  died  in 
\  Burlington  in   1884.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
j  Catholic  cemetery  in  Collinsville.      Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children,  the  others 
I  being:     IClizabeth.    wife    of    Edward    Higginson ; 
1  lames,  a  resident  of  Berlin,  Coim. :  Katherine,  wife 
of  William  Stretch,  of  Meriden.  Conn;  Ellen,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Ellen  {2),  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years. 

John  D.  Luby,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated in  the 'district  schools  of  Burlington,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  1887.  when  he  pur- 
chased his  present  place,  known  as  the  Benliam 
farm — a  tract  of  250  acres  on  which  he  has  since 
engaged  in  general  fanning,  tobacco  raising,  dairy- 
ing, market  gardening  and  also  lumbering,  with 
marked  success,  becoming  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
substantial  citizens  of  his  coipmunity.  He  married 
^liss  Julia  Deenihan,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Deenihan,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  four  chddren,  namely  :  Ernest.  Robert 
Emmet.  Ann  and  Bessie.  The  family  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Catholic  Church. 

I'olitically  Mr.  Luby  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  a  recognized  leader  in  its 
ranks.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  filled  that  office  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
has  also  served  as  tax  collector,  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  as  constable  of  Burlington  for 
twenty  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
the  good  of  the  community  where  almost  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed.  He  is  genial,  courteous,  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  possessed  of  commendable 
public  spirit  and  the  highest  integrity,  and  reflects 
credit  on  the  community  which  has  honored  him 
with  office. 

HOX.  WILLIAM  H.  A\'I-IITEHEAD.  form- 
erly a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  from 
the  town  of  Simsbury.  is  one  of  the  most  highlv 
esteemed  residents  of  that  locality,  and  since  1890 
has  served  continuously  as  first  selectman.  X'early 
forty  consecutive  years  of  service  with  the  Ensign 
Bickford  ]\Ianufacturing  Co.,  for  which  he  is  now 
the  mechanical  superintendent,  bespeaks  unusual 
trustworthiness,  especially  as  that  firm  is  the  princi- 
pal one  in  its  line  in  the  L'nited  States,  and  as  well 
known  as  any  in  the  world. 

'Mr.  Whitehead  was  born  Jan.  30,  1837,  in  Derby, 
England,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  Simsbury.  Samuel  Whitehead,  his 
father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Derby,  and  made 
his  home  there  for  some  time  after  his  marriage, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Wood,  a  native  of  the  same  place. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  chinaw^are  maker  and  deco- 
rator, and,  hoping  for  better  oj^portunities  for  gain- 
ing a  livelihood  than  his  native  land  afforded,  he 
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canii.'  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1837,  accompanied 
by  his  wile  and  infant  sjn,  W'ilham  II.  Atier  a 
voyage  of  six  weeks  in  a  sailing-vessel  the  little 
j'arty  landed  in  New  York,  in  jidy,  1837,  lu;l  owing 
10  the  panic  of  llial  year  the  lather  I'ountl  it  difti- 
cult  10  secure  any  employment.  His  vain  search 
extended  as  far  as  i'luladelphia.  and  on  his  return 
to  New  York  he  h:id  about  concluded  to  go  back  to 
England  when  he  met  Joseph  Eels,  then  connected 
with  Bacon,  iiickiord  &  Co..  of  Simsbury,  manu- 
facturers of  blasting  fuse.  Promptly  accepting  Mr. 
Eels'  offer  of  employment  at  Simsbury,  Mr.  NVIiite- 
head  removed  to  that  town,  where  he  resided  manv 
years,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  same  fir.n 
during  his  active  life,  and  at  one  ti;ne  was  sen  bv 
them  to  attend  to  si^me  work  at  the  old  Xewgate 
Prison,  when  the  prisoners  were  removed  to  W'eih- 
ersiield.  His  death  occurred  in  1850  at  Simsbury, 
where  his  mortal  remains  were  interred,  and  his 
estimable  wife,  who  died  in  1885,  now  rests  beside 
him.  Early  in  life  they  both  united  with  the  !Meth- 
odist  Church,  and  after  coming  to  this  country  they 
continued  in  active  fellowship.  Thev  were  much 
respected  for  their  earnest  Christian  character,  and 
both  their  sons  have  done  credit  to  their  training, 
Samuel  being  also  a  prominent  resident  of  Simsbury. 

As  our  subject  was  but  six  months  old  when  he 
came  to  Simsbury  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  town.  Among  his  early 
teachers  were  ^Nlary  Weston,  Ellen  Cornish  and  La- 
vinia  Goodridge,  and  when  about  fourteen  years  old 
he  attended  for  one  term  a  select  school  in  West 
Weatogue,  conducted  by  William  L.  Humison.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the  machin- 
ist's trade  with.  \\'oodrutt  &  Beach,  of  Hartford, 
and  on  April  4.  1S5S,  he  completed  an  apprentice- 
ship of  four  years.  His  wages  were  small,  rang- 
ing- from  Sio  to  S20  per  month,  and  the  first  $100 
was  reserved  as  a  guarantee  of  good  behavior,  and 
paid  to  him  at  the  end  of  his  term  with  six  per  cent, 
interest.  He  continued  with  the  firm  for  a  time, 
but  later  went  to  Xew  Haven  to  work  for  W.  &  E. 
T.  Fitch,  and  on  July  i,  i860,  returned  to  Simsbury 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Toy,  Bickford  &  Co.,  as 
a  machinist.  His  faithfulness  and  skill  soon  made 
him  invaluable  to  the  firm,  and  in  1S6S  he  was  sent 
to  Brooklyn,  Alameda  Co.,  Cal.,  to  build  another 
plant  for  them.  On  his  return  he  was  appointed 
mechanical  superintendent,  which  position  he  has 
ever  since  held.  His  work  has  brought  him  sub- 
stantial returns,  enabling  him  to  accumvilate  a  fine 
competence,  and  as  a  self-made  man  he  may  well 
take  satisfaction  in  his  high  standing  as  a  citizen. 
Politically  he  has  been  a  Republican  from  his  first 
vote,  and  his  active  interest  in  the  party's  success, 
together  with  his  natural  ability  for  political  work, 
make  him  a  leader  in  the  local  organization.  For 
one  year  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board 
of  relief,  and  in  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, while,  as  stated  above,  he  has  been  the  first 
selectman  since  1890.  As  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Sim.sbury  he  has  done  much  for 


'  the  cause  of  religion,  aiul  for  nearly  thirty  \ears  lie 
has  been  su])erinlendent  of  the  Sund;iy-school.  He 
has  also  served  as  steward  and  trustee  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  for  ;.ome  years  pa>t  has  been  treasurer. 
Socially  he  is  idcntiiied  \vi;h  the  .Masonic  iM-ater- 
nity.  being  a  UKinber  of  St.  .Mark's  Lodge  Xo.  30, 

:  F.  ^K:  A.  .M.,  at  Sim>bury. 

:        In  1S59  Mr.  Whitehead  married  Miss  .\.nna  L. 

'  King,  of  llartford,  who  died  in  Simsbury  in  1873. 

:  In  1875  he  married  .Miss  -\nna  L.  Hamblin.  who  was 
born  July  14,  1842,  at  Yarmoutli,  Mass.,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Olive  (Ryder)  Hamblin.  She  is  a  ladv 
of  unusual  intelligence,  and  taught  scliLiol  for  some 
time  previous  to  her  marriage.  JLr  efficient  aid 
has  been  a  factor  in  her  hu-band's  success,  and  she 
is  prominent  in  church  wurK  as  a  member  of  the 
Ladies'  [Missionary  Society  and  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  .Mr.  Whitehead  has 
one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  Joseph  R..  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  Ensign,  Bickford  &  Co..  making 
three  generations  of  the  familv  who  have  held  po- 

!  sitions  with  that  firm.    Joseph  R.  Whitehead  mar- 

'  ried  [Miss  .-Vlice  Redeatte.  and  has  three  children, 
Alary,  Hollis  and  Olive,  all  at  home. 

CHARLES  F.  LEWIS,  proprietor  of  the  Wind- 
sor [Mills,  which  occupy  the  oldest  mill  site  in  Con- 
I  necticut,  was  born  in  Chester,  this  State,  May  23, 
I  1838,  a  son  of  .\nsel  and  Deiadamie  (Lynde  )  Lewis, 
and  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  his  family  in 
America. 

George  and  Sarah  (Jenkins)  Lewis,  the  first  of 
j  the  familv  in  the  Xew  \\  orld, came  from  East  Green- 
wich, county  of  Kent,  England,  to  Plymouth,  Mass., 
about  1630,  moved  to  Scituate  in  1633.  and  thence 
!  to  Barnstable  in  1637.      From  them  our  subject 
!  traces  his  descent  through  Thomas,  of  Barnstable; 
!  Thoinas  (2),  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  1700;  Zebu- 
'  Ion,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn ;  Xathan,  of  Haddam, 
Conn. ;  Francis  Robert,  of  Haddam ;  and  .\nsel.  of 
.  Chester.      Francis  Robert  Lewis  married  Sarah 
Pelton,  who  was  one  of  the  longest-lived  women 
of  the  State,  attaining  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 
!  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
j       Ansel  Lewis  was  a  mechanic,  and  remarkably 
j  expert.    He  worked  a  great  deal  as  a  mason,  and 
i  as  a  blacksmith  could  sharpen  his  own  tools.  He 
1  lived  to  be  si.xtv-five  vears  old.  his  wife  to  be  eightv- 
j  seven,  and  of  their  si.x  children,  the  eldest,  (i)  Syl- 
I  via  Rosilla,  born  Aug.  19,  1823,  married  William 
I  Douglass,  and  died  in  1898  at  Colchester,  Conn.  (2) 
I  Henrietta  [Minerva,  born  Oct.  15,  1825,  died  young, 
i  (3)  Harlow  C,  born  Xov.  20,  1826,  is  a  molder  by 
I  trade,  and  resides  in  Chester,  Conn.    (4)  Sally 
I  [Maria,  born  Sept.  2,  1829,  died  young.     (  5  )  Charles 
j  F.  is  our  subject.    (6)  Daniel  W.,  born  March  29, 
I  183 1,  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  ist  Coiui. 'Heavy 
Artillery,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  Gaines 
I  [Mills,  Va.,  of  typhoid  fever. 

i  Charles  F.  Lewis  has  fought  his  own  fight 
I  through  life.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  school 
'  at  Chester,  but  never  attended  in  summer  after  he 
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had  roachc(l  his  ilcvciith  year.  Later  he  worketi  out' 
fur  his  boartl  ami  clutlies,  with  the  privilege  oi  at- 
teTidiiiij  school  in  winter,  in  Chester  and  Deej)  River, 
Middlesex  county,  and  in  1857  came  to  Haritord 
coiuitv,  and  worked  at  riainville  in  a  bit-brace  fac- 
torv.  In  1858  lie  shipped  on  a  coasting,'  vessel,  and 
for  some  time  served  on  boats  plyint^  between  the 
Connecticut  river  and  .New  York  City.  Going  in 
1861  to  Springfield.  Mass.,  he  was  for  one  year  em- 
ploved  in  the  polishing  department  of  the  Spring- 
field armory;  for  the  ne.xt  two  years  lie  held  tlie  po- 
sition of  assistant  foreman  and  inspector.  On  .Sept. 
I,  1864,  he  joined  the  30th  Company  Unattached 
Heavy  Artillery,  Mass.  \'ols.,  which  had  been  raised 
in  Springfield,  and  was  sent  to  do  garrison  duty  at 
Arlington  Meiglits.  \'a.,  but  subscquentlv  detailed  as 
guard  at  head(|uaners.  Although  the  company  had 
enlisted  for  one  year  it  was  mustered  out  June  16, 
1865^  at  Fort  C.  F.  Smith,  the  war  having  been 
brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  first  married  June  8,  1863,  at 
West  Sufficld,  Conn.,  to  ]\Iiss  Chloe  Hastings, 
daughter  of  Xorman  and  Amy  (Remington)  Hast- 
ings, of  Sufiield,  the  ceremony  being'  performed  by 
Key.  Asa  A.  Robinson,  of  Hastings  Hill,  Suffield 
town,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  there,  one  of  the 
earliest  chiuches  of  that  denomination  in  the  State. 
After  the  war  our  subject  engaged  in  farming  at 
Suffield,  on  shares,  for  four  years,  on  the  farm  of 
Deacon  Elihu  S.  Taylor.  He  then  returned  to  the 
armory  at  Springfield,  worked  there  some  time,  and 
then  again  came  to  the  E.  S.  Taylor  farm,  West 
Suffield,  where  he  reconstructed  a  water-power  and 
started  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated  until  the  fall 
of  1877.  In  January,  1S7S,  he  took  charge  of  the 
mill  at  Windsor,  which  had  been  purchased  by  Lewis 
&  Hastings  (Abijah  Hastings,  his  brother-in-law^ J, 
under  which  style  it  was  conducted  until  1881,  when 
2vlr.  Hastings  retired,  and  Air.  Lewis  having  bought 
him  out  has  since  been  alone,  though  of  late  years 
his  son  has  assisted  himi  materially.  The  mill  is 
largely  devoted  to  gristmilling.  I\Ir.  Lewis  remod- 
eled it  in  1888,  putting  in  new  machinery  through- 
out, and  is  about  to  make  further  improvements  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  times.  He  began  the  business 
of  sawmilling  as  a  mere  novice,  but  has  learned 
every  detail  of  the  processes,  including  mill  dress- 
ing and  sawing,  bv  a  careful  perusal  of  books,  and 
is  now  doing  a  first-class  merchant-custom  milling 
business. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  the  polls,  but  rejects 
all  offices.  He  has  been  elected  constable  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  but  in  both  instances  refused  to 
qualify.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,'at  Windsor,  of  Tyler  Post  Xo. 
50,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hartford,  and  is  a  charter  member 
of  Council  Xo.  40,  O.  U.  A.  ^l.,  being  the  present 
Deputy  State  Councilor  of  the  Order,  in  which  he 
is  well-known  throughout  Connecticut.  For  three 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Society  Committee  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Windsor,  and  his  wife 
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'  is  a  member  of  the  Bai)tist  Church  at  Suffield.  As 
;  a  business  man  Mr.  Lewis"  name  stands  without  a 
blemish,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  very  highly  esteemed 
j  in  both  town  and  country. 

J       Mrs.  Chloe  Lewis  passed  away  in  1879,  leaving 
'[  one  cliild,  Charles  T.,  who  was  born  in  1869.  On 
1  Xov.  10,  1879,  Mr.  Lewis  married  at  Hyde  Park, 
near  Boston,  Miss  Cora  H.  Spear,  Rev.  M.  P.  Al- 
derman, an  uncle  of  the  bride,  performing  the  cere- 
mony.   This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,. 
George  F.,  born  3.1ay  15.  1889.    In  181)9  Lewis 
j  began  the  .erection  of  a  new  home,  into  which  he" 
moved  on  its  completion,  in  the  spring  of  1900.  It 
is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  convenient  resi- 
dences in  the  town. 

Bradford  L.  Spear,  father  of  Mrs.  Cora  PL 
Lewis,  was  a  farmer  in  West  Suffield,  where  he  died 
Dec.  13,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
He  married  Lucina  P.  Alderman,  daughter  of  Pliny 
Alderman,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren: Cora  H.,  Mrs.  Lewis;  Herbert  L..  who  con- 
ducts a  milling  business  in  West  Suffield  in  the  mill 
Mr.  Lewis  built,  having  bought  same  of  our  subject ; 
and  William  A.,  a  farmer  in  \\'est  Suffield.  The 
mother,  who  in  Alarch,  1900,  attained  the  age  of 
seventv-three  vears,  still  resides  on  the  farm  in 
Suffield. 

HIRAAI  PL  TERRY,  a  well-known  resident  of 
Warehouse  Point,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an 
old  and  highly-respected  family,  and  is  deserving 
of  prominent  mention  in  this  volume.  His  ances-- 
tors  were  banished  from  France  at  an  early  dav  oiv 
account  of  their  adherence  to  the  Protestant  faith, 
and  took  refuge  in  England,  where  the  family  re- 
sided many  years.  About  1650  {!)  Samuel  Terry, 
known  in  the  family  as  "the  Immigrant,"  came  to 
this  country  and  settled  in  Springfield,  ?ilass.  He 
married  Ann  Lobdell,  and  had  ten  children,  among 
whom  was  a  son  Samuel,  known  as  Capt.  Samuel. 

(IIj  Capt.  Samuel  Terry  was  born  in  Spring- 
field July  18,  1661,  and  died  Jan.  2,  1730.    He  was 
a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  being  active  in  church 
\  work,  and  was  also  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
!  ing  as  selectman  and  in  other  offices,  while  for  a 
I  number  of  years  he  was  ensign  and  captain  in  the 
militia.    He  married  Hannah  ^Morgan,  of  Enfield» 
and  had  six  children. 

(III)  Dr.  Ebenezer  Terry,  son  of  Capt.  Terry,, 
and  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was  born  in  Enfield, 
March  31,  1696,  and  died  there  Aug.  2,  1780.  Pie 
w^as  a  man  of  wealth  and  prominence,  a  successful 
physician,  and  at  one  time  practiced  at  Kingston, 
R.  I.  At  one  time  he  represented  his  town  in  the 
Legislature.  His  wife,  Mary  Helms),  who  was 
born  in  1702,  died  in  Enfield  April,  5,  1764.  They 
had  eleven  children:  Ebenezer,  Dorcas,  John, 
Mary,  Selah,  Mehitable  (who  died  in  childhood)^ 
Christopher,  Helms,  Hiram,  Mehitable  (2)  and 
Samuel. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Terry,  our  subject's  great-great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  South  Kingston,  R.  I.,. 
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Oct.  -'9,  IJJJ,  and  diet,!  on  his  lanii  in  I'lnficlil.  Julv 
15,  1817.  lie  \v;.s  married  lir.--l  in  ICnficKl,  on  So;it. 
10,  1747,  to  J-^lizalioth.  daughicr  ot  Shnliael  and  Sa- 
rah (icor.  Slio  died  C'ct.  20.  1737,  and  uii  Jan. 
20,  iyC>o.  he  married  MindweH,  daughter  i^t  L-rael 
and  Sarali  (Booth)  Pease,  ily  the  two  marriages 
lie  had  tW'dve  cb.ddren. 

(  \  )  Hiram  Terry,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  liis 
second  wife,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Dec.  19,  1763, 
and  died  there  Felx  11,  iSoj.  About  17SS  he  mar- 
ried Ehzabeth' Gililis,  wlio  was  born  Sej)!.  i,  1755, 
and  died  in  Enfield,  Feb.  7,  1S13.  They  had  four 
children:  Elizabeth,  Abial  Hiram,  }^Iehitable  and 
Ruby. 

Abial  Hiram  Terry,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  INIarch  4.  1791,  and  became  a 
farmer  and  general  mechanic  by  occupation.  He 
married  Sabra  Holkins,  who  was  born  July  30, 
17,93,  ^li'^tl  in  1S40.  the  remains  of  both  being- 
interred  at  Entield.  Their  children  were  Hiram  A. ; 
Elizabeth;  Sarah:  INIary  Jane,  who  died  in  in.fancy; 
Abial  H. ;  and  Ouartus  Parsons,  now  living  in 
Warehouse  Point. 

(VH)  Hiram  Abial  Terry,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  INIarch  14,  1S13,  and  died  in  1894,  in  En- 
field. He  began  life  as  a  poor  boy  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  worked  at  anything  he  could  get  to 
do,  but  in  time  he  became  a  mecl:anic  of  no  mean 
ability,  being  especially  efficient  as  a  coppersmith 
and  a  repairer  of  clocks.  For  ten  years  he  was 
a  captain  on  the  river,  and  even  while  thus  en- 
gaged he  was  often  called  upon  to  repair  copper  stills 
in  distilleries.  \\"hile  his  early  education  was  limited, 
his  mind  was  naturally  bright,  and  he  was  much  es- 
teemed for  his  good  qualities.  On  April  6,  1841,  he 
married  Miss  Ann  L.  Pease,  a  native  of  Enfield,  born 
Jan.  2,  1 817,  and  three  children  were  born  of  the 
union,  our  subject  being-  the  youngest,  (i  j  Ange- 
line  P.,  born  Xov.  12,  1843,  married  Robert  S. 
Pomeroy,  then  of  Suffield,  and  later  of  Spring- 
field, ^lass.,  who  is  now  deceased.  (2)  ]\Iartha 
A.,  born  Oct.  8,  1847,  married  Luther  Terry  Knight, 
and  is  at  present  living  in  Springfield,  IMassachu- 
setts. 

(VHI)  Hiram  Holkins  Terry  was  born  Oct. 
17,  1849,  and  after  a  course  in  the  common  schools 
of  Enfield  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute, at  Sufiield,  under  Rev.  E.  P.  Bond.  On  leav- 
ing school  he  began  farming  on  the  old  homestead, 
a  tract  of  twenty  acres  at  Warehouse  Point,  and 
under  his  able  management  it  brings  a  satisfactory 
return.  In  addition  to  farming  he  follows  the 
butcher's  trade  and  has  a  milk  route  at  Enfield. 
He  is  an  intelligent  man,  industrious  and  thrifty, 
and  has  many  friends  in  the  community.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
public  honors,  and  when  offices  have  been  offered 
him  he  has  declined ;  no  stronger  advocate  of  tem- 
perance can  be  found  in  the  community.  His  fam- 
ily attend  the  Methodist  and  Episcopal  Churches, 
and  is  much  esteemed  in  social  life. 

On  Jan.  26,  1875,  Air.  Terry  married  ]\Iiss  Ellen 


F.  Parsons,  daughter  of  P.  P.  and  ]£mily  (.\llon) 
Parsons,  liotii  natives  of  Enfield,  and  lour  children 
have  brightened  their  home:  (i ;  ElKn  Louise,  born 
June  13,  1875,  died  Ma}-  30,  1879.  I.-)  fL'nry 
Hiram,  burn  Dec.  10.  1870,  resitks  at  home,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  promising  x'oung 
men  of  the  locality.  (3)  Luc_\-  lsal)cllc,  born  July 
30,  iSSi,  died  Oct.  25.  1886.  '(4)  .Mervin  P.,  born 
Jan.  10,  1885,  is  at  home.  In  December,  1S95,  our 
subject  adopted  Arthur  Durfee,  who  was  born  in 
June,  1883. 

FREDERICK  S.  IJIDWILLL.  This  Common- 
wealth is  represented  in  all  parts  of  the  country  by 
an  enterprising  class  of  citizens  whose  aliility  and 
worth  have  been  universally  recognized,  but  fortu- 
nately there  is  plenty  of  the  old  stock  left  in  Hart- 
ford county,  and  the  subject  of  this  biography,  a 
leading  merchant  of  Windsor  Locks,  furnishes  in 
his  successful  career  an  example  of  the  energy  and 
foresight  which  are  generally  believed  to  character- 
ize the  typical  native.  3.1r.  Pidwel!  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  of  his  family  in  this  country,  and  the 
name  has  become  associated  with  the  qualities  which 
constitute  good  citizenship.  The  first  ancestor,  of 
whom  a  definite  account  has  been  preserved,  was  (I) 
John  Bidwell,  who  was  born  in  September,  1679. 

(II)  Roger  Bidwell,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1714,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1782.  His  wife,  Rhoda,  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Easton,  was  born  in  1721,  and 
died  Aug.  24,  1782.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Tryphena,  born  Nov.  5,  1749,  died  Sept.  30, 
1750;  Ashbel ;  Adoniram,  born  August,  1753,  died 
Feb.  17,  1777;  Enodias :  and  Darda,  born  Xovem- 
ber,  1761,  died  June,  17S2. 

(III)  Enodias  Bidwell,  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  East  Hartford  in  ]\Iay, 
1758,  and  died  in  1818,  at  the  same  place.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  for  many 
years  conducted  "Cotton's  Tavern"'  at  East  Flart- 
ford.  His  wife,  Lucy  Loomis,  died  in  1827.  They 
had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  died  young  except 
Martin,  as  follows :  Frederick,  born  September, 
1780;  Tryphena,  June,  1782;  Darda,  Deccmlier,. 
1783;  Tryphe.-a,  May,  1785;  Martin,  1787;  Darda, 
July  31,  1789,  died  April  6,  1825;  Lucy,  July,  1792, 
died  aged  fifty;  Giles,  June,  1796. 

(IV)  ]Martin  Bidwell,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  March  5,  1787,  in  East  Hartford, 
and  died  in  1861,  in  Hebron,  Conn.  He  married 
]\Iartha  James,  and  had  eight  children :  Caroline, 
James,  Samuel,  Martha,  Delia,  Delia  (2),Xathan  and 
Martin.  Of  these,  Caroline  married  a  Mr.  Buken ; 
Delia  wedded  a  r^Ir.  Aldrich,  of  Rockville,  and  Xa- 
than  died  in  1894. 

(V)  Samuel  Bidw^ell,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  Feb.  27,  1820,  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  in  that  locality,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  neighboring'  scliools.  He 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  at  Enfield,  Conn.,  and 
has  followed  that  business  all  his  life  in  the  towns 
of  Hartford,  Enfield,  and  Stafford  Springs,  being 
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still  a  resident  o£  the  latter  place.  lie  is  an  excel- 
lent citizen,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Jipiscopal  Church.  In  1847  he  married  Abi- 
gail Killam,  a  native  of  I'.ntkid,  who  died  at  Staf- 
ford SiM-int;s  Sept.  11,  1855.  aged  tiiirty-eiL;ht  year^. 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  the 
others  being  Henry  Martin,  a  resident  of  l-jcllefonte, 
I'cnn. ;  Julia  Abigail,  who  married  Frank  D.  Cha- 
pin,  and  died  April  30,  1894;  and  Abigail  Killam, 
wife  of  X.  T.  Sanger. 

(VI)  Frederick  S.  Bidwell  was  born  June  24, 
1S4S,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  but  his  early  life  was 
largely  spent  in  Stattord  Springs,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went 
to  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  where  his  uncle,  Theodore 
Pease,  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  for 
eleven  years  he  was  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Pease  &  Sons.  ]\Ir.  Pease  then  bought  out  the 
lumber  business  of  H.  C.  Douglass  &  Co.,  at  Wind- 
sor Locks,  placing  it  in  charge  of  ^Ir.  Bidv/eil,  who 
purchased  the  business  in  18S8,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted it  independently.  He  has  built  all  the  struct- 
ures occupied  by  the  lumber  yard  and  store,  the  lat- 
ter having  been  erected  in  the  fall  of  1897  and 
opened  for  business  in  January,  1898.  ITe  handles 
all  materials  needed  by  the  builder,  farmer  and 
painter,  his  store  containing  a  large  general  line  of 
paints,  hardware  and  agricultural  implements.  As 
a  citizen  he  is  public-spirited,  taking  keen  interest  in 
all  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and 
at  times  he  has  held  local  offices.  For  four  years 
he  was  selectman,  and  his  practical  sympathies  with 
educational  progress  is  seen  in  some  years  of  ser- 
vice on  the  school  board. 

In  1875  Mr.  Bidwell  married  ]\Iiss  Annie  E. 
Steele,  who  died  Xov.  13,  1878,  leaving  one  son, 
Frederick  Steele,  now  a  bookkeeper  for  his  father. 
In  1881  yir.  Bidwell  formed  a  second  union,  this 
time  with  r\Iiss  Adelaide  King,  daughter  of  Calvin 
O.  King,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  they  have  had  six 
children:  Edith  Adelaide,  Bessie  King,  Anna 
Eloise,  Lawrence  King,  Charles  Oscar  and  Robert 
Samuel.  The  family  is  prominent  sociallv,  and  ]\Ir. 
Bidwell  is  well  knowm  in  Ivlasonic  circles  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Euclid  Lodge  Xo.  loq,  A.  F.  &  A. 

CHARLES  F.  TALLARD,  a  well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  Windsor  Locks,  has  been  engaged  in 
tobacco  growing  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  has  for 
some  time  been  interested  in  the  lumber  business, 
his  operations  in  both  lines  being  conducted  with 
the  energy  and  foresight  which  command  success. 

Mr.  Tallard's  career  has  been  somewhat  event- 
ful, not  the  least  interesting  part  of  his  life  being 
his  term  of  service  in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
was  born  Jan.  28,  1840,  in  Saxony,  Germany,  a 
son  of  Christian  and  Wilhclmina  (Hess)  Tallard, 
who  came  to  America  in  1848  with  their  family  of 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  After  a  tedious  voy- 
age, lasting  nine  weeks,  the  little  party  landed  and 
for  some  time  they  made  their  home  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  the  parents  later  settling  on  a  farm  in  Penn- 


.sylvania.  and  finally  locating  in  ILarrisburg,  Penn., 
where  they  both  died  some  years  ago. 

Before  coming  to  this  country  ^Iv.  Tallard  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Baltimore  he  was  eni{)loyed 
in  a  cigar  factory,  becoming  familiar  with  the  trade 
at  an  early  age.  In  1859  he  went  to  Richmond,  \'a., 
and  in  i860  he  was  married  there  to  Miss  Cather- 
ine Gabline.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  ist 
\'a.  \".  L,  with  which  he  served  until  Aug.  11, 
1862.  On  returning  to  Baltimore,  ]\larch  7,  1S63, 
he  rcrsumed  his  work,  but  in  July,  1863,  he  went 
to  X'cw  York  City,  and  a  few  months  later  settled 
at  Windsor  Locks.  For  twenty-four  }-ears  he  was 
employed  at  cigar  making  by  Benjamin  Wood,  of 
Surtield,  and  in  1871  he  began  raising  tobacco  on  his 
own. account  at  Windsor  Locks.  In  1S89  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  at  Broad  Brook,  in  the 
town  of  East  Windsor,  and  at  present  his  son,  How- 
ard W.,  looks  after  his  interests  there.  ^^Ir.  Tallard 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  reared  a  family  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Edwin  C.  (of  Edgerton. 
Wis.),  William  H.  (of  ^Middletown,  Conn.)  and 
Charles  F.,  Jr.  (of  Chicago),  all  of  whom  are 
in  some  branch  of  the  tobacco  business ;  lioward 
who  is  in  the  lumber  business  at  Broad  Brook ; 
Henry  S.,  a  lumber  dealer  at  Torrington.  Conn. ; 
and  Alice,  wife  of  a  ]\Ir.  Hplzapfel,  of  \\'indsor 
Locks.  ]Mr.  Tallard  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  the  questions  of  the  day,  and  in  na- 
tional issues  acts  with  the  Democratic  party,  while 
in  local  affairs  he  is  independent. 

ROS\\'ELL  GRAXT.  In  Hartford  county 
there  are  many  residents  whose  family  history  ex- 
tends back  for  six  or  eight  generations  to  the  period 
of  early  settlement.  But  comparatively  few  of 
these  can  point  to  the  continuous  residence  of  so 
manv  generations  upon  the  same  ancestral  home, 
and  few  indeed  now  dwell  in  residences  which  have 
sheltered  six  generations.  The  Roswell  Grant  home- 
stead, in  the  town  of  South  Vv'indsor,  is  one  of  the 
historical  buildings  of  Connecticut.  The  original 
dwelling  upon  this  farm,  where  six  generations  of 
Grants  have  lived  and  died,  was  built  in  1G97  by 
Samuel  Grant  (2),  grandson  of  iMatthew  Grant, 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  and  is  still 
standing,  forming  the  "L"  to  the  present  structure, 
the  main  part  of  wdiich  was  erected  in  1757,  by 
Ebenezer  Grant.  During  the  Revolutionary  war 
Gen.  Prescott  and  other  British  officers  were  im- 
prisoned in  the  house,  being  guarded  by  Roswell 
Grant,  who  then  occupied  the  place.  It  is  still  in 
an  excellent  state  of  preservation. 

^Matthew  Grant,  the  founder  of  this  family  in 
America,  was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  the 
Xew  \\'orld,  in  1630,  in  the  ship  "^lary  and  John," 
being  one  of  the  original  company  who  settled  in 
Dorchester,  ^Nlass.,  in  that  year.    In  1635  he  came 
j  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  his  family  arriving  in  .April, 
I  1G36,  and  he  became  prominent  in  church  affairs, 
'  was  second  town  clerk  and  principal  surveyor  for 
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a  loiiy  term  of  years,  ami  local  intorosts  generally. 
I'Voni  him  our  subject  is  descended  through  Samuel, 
Sanuiel  (^2),  Ebenezer,  Roswell  and  Frederick 
\\'illiam.  Sanuiel  Grant  (i  )  located  in  East  Wind- 
sor in  1637,  and  built  a  house  in  a  meadow  in  tlie 
rear  of  the  site  of  the  old  Theol<,>gical  Institute, 
on  a  rise  of  grounth  Owing-  to  the  prevalence  of  high 
water  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  Samuel  Grant  (  i ) 
moved  up  to  the  present  site  of  the  old  Grant  honx'- 
stead.  and  his  father  lived  with  his  son.  John,  \nuil 
his  death.  Ebenezer  Grant  was  a  graduate  of  Yale. 
He  was  a  merchant  on  ]\Iain  street,  South  Windsor, 
near  the  homestead,  and  was  largely  interested  in 
shipbuilding  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scantic,  owning 
many  vessels  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade. 
He  exported  tobacco  and  horses  and  imported  rum 
and  molasses.  He  served  with  distinction  in  the 
French  and  Indian  wars,  and  also  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  holding  the  rank  of  captain.  Roswell 
Grant,  son  of  Ebenezer  Grant,  was  a  colonel  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  afterward  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature :  for  a  long  time  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  was  in  mercantile  business . 
with  his  father. 

Frederick  William  Grant,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  on  the  ancestral  home  in  1799,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence and  influence,  served  as  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  was  repeatedly  elected  select- 
man of  East  Windsor,  and  held  other  offices.  He 
was  a  major  in  the  State  ^lilitia,  and  was  generally 
known  as  Major  Grant.  He  married  !Miss  Ann 
Ellsworth  Stoughton,  daughter  of  John  Stoughton, 
and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely :  Fred- 
erick, who  was  drowned  in  the  Connecticut  river 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  ;  Ann  S.,  who  married 
Frederick  O.  Xewbury.  and  died  in  1S71 ;  Roswell, 
our  subject,  and  Elizabeth  (twins),  the  latter  dy- 
ing in  infancy;  and  Lucy,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 
Major  Grant  died  Feb.  21,  1886.  Mrs.  Grant  died 
IMay  24,  1900,  and  was  buried  on  her  ninetieth 
birthday.  She  was  a  beautiful  character,  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

Roswell  Grant  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
July  28,  1848.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
graded  home  schools,  at  !Monson,  ^lass.,  and  at 
Delaware  Institute,  Franklin,  X.  Y.  Soon  after 
completing  his  education,  and  when  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  he  took  charge  of  the  old  home- 
stead. Mr.  Grant  now  owns  about  fifty  acres  of 
the  old  place,  and  other  land,  aggregating  about 
one  hundred  acres.  Fie  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  gives  special  attention  to  tobacco  growing. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  avoided 
the  life  of  an  office  holder,  and  though  twice  nom- 
inated for  selectman  has  on  both  occasions  declined 
the  honor.  He  has,  however,  held  the  office  of  as- 
sessor of  South  ^Vindso^,  for  two  terms,  was  candi- 
date for  judge  of  probate,  and  his  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  has  induced  him  to  serve  for  six 
years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Socially 


he  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcamim,  and  is  also 
one  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Grant  was  married,  Sept.  29,  1S74,  to  Miss 
Annie  F.li>abcth  Mickell,  who  was  born  in  Hong 
Kong,  China.  Her  father,  Capt.  Thomas  Mickell,. 
was  the  master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  and  her  mother 
sometimes  accompanied  him  on  his  vovages  to  for- 
eign lands.  Capt.  Mickell  commanded  the  first  ship, 
the  "Emerald,''  which  entered  Charleston  harbor 
after  the  blockade  of  that  i)ort  was  raised  during 
the  Civil  war.  An  oil  painting  of  the  "Emerald," 
and  one  of  the  full-rigged  ships  of  which  he  was- 
master  in  Chinese  waters  at  the  time  of  Mrs. 
Grant's  birth,  are  now  in  her  possession.  Mrs. 
Grant  passed  her  girlhood  in  Cambridge,  ]\Iass.. 
in  the  Roston  schools  received  a  finished  educa- 
tion, and  is  a  lady  of  unusual  accomplishments  and 
refinement.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  have  been 
born  three  children:  Maude  M.;  Frederick  Will- 
iam, who  is  employed  by  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of  Hartford ;  and  Roger  Wolcott,  with  the  Con- 
necticut General  i^ife  Insurance  Co.  ]\Ir.  and  ]Mrs> 
Grant  and  family  are  members  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  South  Windsor;  for  about 
thirty  years  our  subject  has  been  clerk  of  that  re- 
ligious society,  and  for  many  years  was  also 
treasurer. 

DAATD  GORDON,  an  enterprising  citizen  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Hazardville,  was  bom 

i  June  II,  1S40,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.    He  is  a  son, 

j  of  \\'illiam  and  Jean  (Bauchop)   Gordon,  and  a. 

j  grandson  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Tate;  Gordon. 

I  The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  America  in 
the  spring  of  1844,  locating  in  Paterson,  X.  J.,  where, 
thev  remained  one  year.    They  then  spent  two  years- 

I  in  Auburn,  X.  Y.,  and  in  1847  removed  to  Thomp- 

i  sonville,  town  of  Enfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.  In 
1852  the  family  removed  to  Hazardville. 

David  Gordon  received  his  education  in  the 

j  common  and  night  schools.    His  early  advantages. 

j  were  limited.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  tinner's  trade,  serving  three 
years,  and  then  worked  one  year  as  journeyman.  In 
1862  he  embarked  in  the  tinner's  business  at  Hazard- 
ville, with  the  late  Franklin  Smith  and  John  X. 
Spencer.  A  few  years  later,  at  the  expiration  of  this- 
partnership,  his  brothers  were  admitted  to  the  firm, 
which  was  styled  Gordon  Brothers.  The  business 
extended,  and  peddlers  of  tinware  were  sent  all  over 
Xew  England.  The  brothers  gradually  drifted  intO' 
the  paper  and  paper  stock  trade,  and  later  dealt 
to  some  extent  in  woolen  waste  and  woolen  rags. 
Since  1884  they  have  been  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  shoddy. 

On  Oct.  8,  1863,  Mr.  Gordon  was  married  to 
Fidelia  M.,  daughter  of  Arnold  and  Belinda  Wood- 
worth,  of  Sufiield.  and  to  their  union  were  born 
three  children  :  Sarah  B.,  wife  of  Rev.  Edwin  S. 
Holloway :  William  \\'.,  who  married  Hattic  Covell ; 
and  Howard  D..  who  married  Hattie  Kelsey.  Mrs. 
Gordon  died  X'ov.  7,  1898,  and  on  Nov.  14,  18^9,. 
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Mr.  Gordon  married  Ada  Bollo,  daui;htcr  of  the  late 
Edwin  Crosby,  of  East  Glastonbury,  ConncLticut. 

Mr.  Gordon  began  life  at  the  bottom  of  the  lad- 
<.ler,  and  hy  iiis  own  exertions  has  aceumulated  a 
comjictency.  He  is  an  active  member,  and  for 
tliirty-eight  years  has  been  a  trustee  and  steward,  of 
the  ^1.  E.  Church,  in  which  for  forty  years  he  has 
been  leader  of  the  choir.  Ele  served  on  the  building 
committee  that  erected  the  present  church  editice  in 
Hazardville.  In  189O  he  was  sent  as  a  lav  delegate 
from  the  Xew  England  Southern  Conference  to 
represent  it  at  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Chtn-ch,  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Politically  Mr. 
Gordon  is  a  Republican. 

ALFRED  KILBOURXE,  deceased.  The  Kil- 
bourne  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Hartford 
county,  and  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  formerly 
an  honored  resident  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford, 
was  of  the  ninth  generation  in  descent  from  Thomas 
Ivilbourne,  a  pioneer  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  By 
their  industry  and  thrift  tlic  members  of  the  family 
have  maintained  the  credit  of  the  name,  while 
their  public  spirit  and  patriotism  have  been  shown 
in  both  war  and  peace. 

(I)  Thomas  Kilbourne,  the  emigrant,  was  born 
in  England  in  1578,  and  in  1635  came  to  America, 
in  the  ship  "Increase,  "  with  his  wife  Frances  and 
their  children,  landing  on  April  15  of  that  year. 
He  located  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

(H)  Sergt.  John  Kilbourne,  youngest  child  of 
Thomas,  was  baptized  in  Wood  Ditton,  England, 
Sept.  29,  1624.  He  became  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  Connecticut  Colonv,  and  held  many 
public  offices,  including  those  of  magistrate  in  tlie 
local  courts,  member  of  the  Colonial  Legislature, 
and  member  of  the  Colonial  Grand  Jury.  In  1662 
he  helped  to  procure  the  famous  Charter  of  Con- 
necticut. He  ^nd  his  wife,  Xaomi,  to  whom  he 
■was  married  in  1650,  had  several  children,  among 
"whom  was  a  son,  Thomas,  known  as  Sergt.  Thomas. 

(HI)  Sergt.  Thomas  Kilbourne  was  born  in 
Wethersfield  in  February,  1651.  He  married  Susan- 
nah, daughter  of  William  Hills,  of  Glastonbury. 

(IV)  Thomas  Kilbourne,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent,  w^as  born  in  Hockanum,  Conn.  In  1700 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Hills,  of  Glas- 
tonbury. 

(V)  Thomas  Kilbourne,  son  of  Thomas  (I\'), 
•was  born  Sept.  8,  1705,  at  what  is  now  East  Hart- 
ford. In  May,  1728,  he  married  Mary  Diggins, 
daughter  of  John  Diggins,  of  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  among  their  children  was  a  son,  Thomas. 

(VI)  Thomas  Kilbourne,  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, was  born  Aug.  25,  1729.  He  married, 
and  had  a  son,  Ashbel. 

(VII)  Ashbel  Kilbourne,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  East  Hartford  in  April, 
1759,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war  served  as 
a  soldier  in  Col.  Webb's  regiment.  He  sufTered 
much  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  being  taken  pris- 


oner by  the  British  troops  in  December,  1777,  and 
imprisoned  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  i)lacc  he 
was  transporlctl  in  a  wagon  to  Hartford,  Conn. 
After  his  return  home  he  was  obliged  to  put  himself 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Tudor,  of  East  Windsor,  h.is 
!  feei  having  been  fr(.>zen  while  in  prison.  Through 
j  neglect  he  had  become  crippled  for  life,  and  the 
"American  Archives,"  published  by  order  of  Con- 
i  gress  in  1S48,  thus  refers  to  his  case:  "Mr.  Kil- 
botirne  was  disabled  while  a  prisoner  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  his  feet  being  frozen  his  toes  dropped  oil, 
and  for  want  of  proper  care  he  was  totally  disabled." 
Congress  granted  him  a  pension  and  arrearages, 
and  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
May  session,  1779,  passed  the  following  concerning 
him :  "Resolved,  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  commit- 
tee of  pay  table,  adjust  and  liquidate  the  accounts 
of  the  memorialist  for  his  sickness,  and  draw  an 
order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  such  sums 
as  they  shall  find  due."  This  worthy  patriot  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Evans,  of  East  Windsor. 

(\TII)  Capt.  Ashbel  Kilbourne,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  Jtily  12,  17S3, 
and  became  a  sea  captain  by  occupation.  He  lost 
his  life  Feb.  15,  1822,  being  shipwrecked  off  the 
coast  of  Bermtida.  He  married  Miss  Roxa  Gillette, 
of  East  Windsor. 

(IX)  Alfred  Kilbourne  was  born  July  11,  1809, 
in  what  was  then  East  Windsor  (now  South  Wind- 
sor), near  the  site  of  the  birthplace  of  John  Fitch, 
famous  as  the  inventor  of  the  first  steamboat.  His 
schooling  was  like  that  of  the  average  farmer's 
boy  of  the  time,  and  he  lived  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  1S38.  He  then  re- 
moved to  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  his  aged 
wife  and  their  daughter,  a  valuable  estate  given  him 
by  his  stepfather,  Roger  Burnhain.  There  he  en- 
gaged in  tobacco  growing,  being  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  that  industry  in  this  section,  and  for  many  years 
also  raised  seeds  for  the  Enfield  Shakers,  carrying 
on  an  extensive  business  with  them.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  stanch  Whig,  and  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed  he  became  a  steadfast  supporter 
of  its  principles.  So  firm  was  he  in  his  convic- 
tions, that  although  he  was  the  only  one  of  his 
family  who  was  originally  inclined  to  that  belief, 
his  convincing  arguments  won  nearly  all  of  them. 
His  reputation  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  is 
evidenced  by  a  remark  made  of  him  by  a  friend : 
"Mr.  Kilbotirne  is  always  found  on  the  right  side 
of  all  political  and  moral  questions."  He  never 
sought  office,  although  he  served  as  justice  of  peace 
in  his  early  life.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  Crescent  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  East  Hart- 
ford. For  manv  years  he  was  a  devotit  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  East  Hartford,  with 
which  he  united  in  1837,  and  was  a  large  contrib- 
utor to  its  work  in  which  his  wife  was  also  actively 
interested.  In  all  his  business  dealings  he  was  very 
honorable  and  upright,  while  his  quiet,  unassuming 
manner  won  for  him  the  friendship  of  the  entire 
community.    Throughout  his  life  he  held  strong' 
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views  on  tcuiporaiico  reform,  w  hicli  he  sustained  by 
precej-it  anil  examiile.  He  died  Jan.  3,  181)4.  from 
the  elVeels  of  a  I'aralyiic  stroke,  his  avlvaneed  age 
hasteiiin>;-  his  death. 

Mr.  Kilbournc's  deepest  sohcitude  eentered  in 
his  home  and  family,  his  tastes  being  thoroughly 
domestie.  On  Xov.  29,  KS3S,  he  married  Miss 
lerusha  W  illiams  Roberts,  and  four  ehildren  blessed 
ihe  union:  {i)  !Mary  married  Elijah  Aekley,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  East  Plartford,  and  they  have 
two  children — Mrs.  L.  D.  Green,  of  New  York, 
and  William  K.  Ackley,  now  living  at  home.  {2) 
MiSi  nARKiEi  T.  resides  at  the  homestead,  and  cares 
for  her  aged  mother  with  true  filial  devotion.  (3) 
Ellen  M.  married  B.  P.  Bishc>p,  of  Norwich,  and 
has  three  children,  Harriet  K.,  Roberts  Huntington 
and  }^Iarion  Lee.  1^4)  Alfred  E.  resides  near  the 
homestead,  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  tobacco 
buver ;  he  is  mentioned  elsewliere.  }vlrs.  Jerusha 
(Roberts)  Kilbourne  was  born  March  iS.  iSiQ. 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Ozias  Roberts,  of  East 
Hartford,  formerly  a  State  senator.  (Extended 
genealogical  history  of  the  Roberts  family  may  be 
found  elsewhere.) 

THO^IAS  S^HTH  ROURKE,  w^ho  is  now 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  and  po- 
litical interests  of  Farmington,  was  born  in  Union- 
ville,  Dec.  26,  1865,  the  only  child  of  Daniel  and 
Ellen  (Smith)  Rourke. 

Daniel  Rourke,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  King's  County,  Ireland, 
■where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  thirty 
j-ears  of  age.  He  then  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
on  a  sailing  vessel,  which  was  three  weeks  in  mak- 
ing the  voyage,  and  coming  to  Hartford  county, 
Conn.,  found  employment  with  a  farmer  in  Union- 
ville,  with  whom,  he  remained  for  two  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  worked  for  the  family  of  Rev.  James 
A.  Smith  for  about  thirty  years,  and  since  then  has 
lived  retired,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  Ele  has 
been  a  very  acti\'e  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Unionville,  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him.  He  married  [Nliss  Ellen 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  reared  in 
Huntington,  ]\Iass.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Smith. 

The  bo}-hood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  Unionville,  and  he  was  given  a  good  high- 
school  education,  whicn  has  been  of  great  advantage 
to  him  in  his  business  career.  For  twelve  years  he 
clerked  in  the  store  of  Tryon  &  San  ford,  general 
merchants  of  Unionville,  and  for  four  years  was 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  countv.  under  Sheriff  Preston, 
being  the  youngest  man  on  his  staff.  In  1892,  during 
President  Cleveland's  second  administration,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Unionville,  and  most  ac- 
ceptably filled  that  office  for  four  years.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance,  real  estate  and 
auctioneering  business  at  Unionville.  is  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Unionville  Fire 
District,  superintendent  of  the  Unionville  Water 


Co.,  and  \ ice-president  of  the  Mutual  Plate  Glass 
(S:  Safe  Insurance  Co.    He  is  a  recognized  leader 

1  in  the  ranks  of  the  local  Democracv,  and  is  now 

j  a   member   of   the    Democratic    t  iwn  conuniuee. 

j  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Ccjlnmbus, 

1  and  to  Agenda  Lodge.  K.  P. 

!  On  June  16,  1897,  Mr.  Rourke  was  niarrietl,  in 
i  Collinsville,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Lillian  \'.  Kerrin. 

i 

I       RE\'.  MICFIAEL  AXTHOXY  SULLIVAN. 
I  Rev.  Father  Sullivan  is  one  of  these  earnest,  self- 
j  sacriiicing,  '  energetic  clergymen   of   the  Catholic 
!  Churcli  to  whom  duty  is  preferable  to  ease,  and 
whose  faith  is  a  higher  and  more  controlling  ini- 
pulse  than  riches  or  fame.    Both  his  parents  and 
grandparents  were  born  in  Ireland.     His  gran^l- 
father,  IVIartin  Sullivan,  a  fanner,  married  Julia 
Kirby.    His  father  was  also  named  Martin  and  his 
\  mother  Julia.    His  parents  came  to  this  country 
in  1849,  and  his  father  for  many  years  worked  as 
a  farmer,  dying  in  Colchester  Aug.  i,  1898.  Ths 
mother  is  still  living. 

Father  Sullivan  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Conn., 
Sept.  16,  1859.    Flis  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  Durham,  and  was  pursued  at 
the  Bacon  Academy  in  Colchester,  an  educational 
institute   founded   in    1801    by   Theodore  Bacon. 
The  young  man  graduated  from  the  academy  in 
1876,  and  soon  afterward  matriculated  at  St.  Bon- 
aventure's  College  at  Allegany,  N.  Y.,  from  which 
seat  of  learning  he  graduated  in  1881.  Feeling 
an  inclination  tor  the  priesthood,  he  entered  St. 
Bonaventure's  Seminary  as  a  theological  student. 
Here  he  pursued  his  studies  until  18S4,  when  he 
:  was  ordained  a  priest  by  Bishop  .Stephen  Vincent 
Ryan.    His  first  pastoral'  charge  was  the  parish  of 
1  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.    After  remaining  there  for 
[  two  and  a  half  years  he  was  transferred  to  St. 
I  John's  parish.  New  Haven,  where  he  was  assistant 
I  rector  for  ten  years.    In  1896  he  was  given  charge 
I  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at  Kensington,  to  which  is 
I  attached,  as  a  mission  station,  the  Sacred  Heart 
parish  of  East  Berlin.    The  latter  Father  Sullivan 
has  built  up,  erecting  a  neat  church  edifice,  which 
is  already  wholly  paid  for.    He  is  a  man  thoroughly 
respected  by  all.  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  parish,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  and 
is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
He  has  organized  numerous  societies  in  his  church, 
has  established  a  flourishing  branch  of  the  Total 
Abstinence    and    Benevolent    Brotherhood,  with 
thirty  members  in  East  Berlin,  and  total  abstinence 
societies  in  Kensington. 

EL^IORE  HORTON.  M.  D..  a  prominent  and 
successful  physician  of  Plantsville,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  this  county,  July  29,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
i  Leonard  and  Nancy  (Gaylord)  Horton,  natives  of 
Bristol  and  Wolcott,  Conn.,  respectively. 

Throughout  life  the  Doctor's  father  followed 
the  wheelwright's  trade,  and, continued  to  make  his 
home  in  Bristol,  wdiere  he  died  in  1866.    In  his 
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family  wore  only,  two  children:  Sarah  Ann,  wife 
of  (larry  Allen;  and  Ehnorc.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Samuel  llorton,  a  cari)enter  and 
joiner  by  trade,  lived  and  died  in  W'olcott.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  I'.radley. 
His  father.  J-llisha  Horton,  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Horton,  a  native  of  England,  who  removed  from 
New  Haven  to  W'olcolt  when  the  Uriiish  captureti 
the  former  place  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Our  subject's  maternal  granilfaiher  was  Lot  Gay- 
lord,  a  farmer  of  Bristol,  and  a  son  of  Edward 
Gaylord.  Jesse  Gaylord.  the  father  of  ihe  lattc", 
was  a  son  of  Edward  Gaylord.  who  came  to  this 
county  from  \\'allingford  and  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Bristol. 

Dr.  Horton  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  town,  and  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
its  common  schools,  was  suiiiileniented  by  a  course 
at  the  Bristol  Academy.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  engaged  in  mechanical  wurk,  and  also  spent 
much  time  in  caring  for  tlie  sick.  In  1871  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  witli  Dr.  Henry  X.  Byingtun, 
of  Suuthington ;  later  attended  lectures  at  the  medi- 
cal school  of  Yale  College  for  three  years,  and 
spent  part  of  one  year  in  the  Homeopathic  iNIedicai 
College  of  Xew  York.  In  1S75  received  a  diploma 
from  the  Eclectic  ^ledical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  at  once  opened  an  oftice  in  Plain- 
ville,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  in  1881  re- 
moving to  Plantsville.  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession,  having  by  earnest  and 
honest  endeavor  built  up  quite  a  remunerative  prac- 
tice and  gained  a  lirst-class  reputation  as  an  able 
and  skillfid  physician.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Eclectic  ^Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Republican. 

.  THEODORE  B.  ROGERS  (deceased)  was 
born  in  the  town  of  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  Sept. 
16,  181 1,  his  parents  being  Asa  and  Lydia  (Fuller) 
Rogers. 

Mr.  Rogers'  father  had  but  small  means,  and 
Theodore's  early  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
ited to  such  as  were  aftorded  by  the  primitive  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  early  date.  Even  as  a  boy. 
however,  he  manifested  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  and 
so  well  did  he  improve  his  meager  advantages,  and 
so  thoroughly  did  he  supplement  them  by  reading 
and  study  at  home  that  he  was  able  to  lav  a  broad, 
.solid  foundation  for  his  remarkable  success  in  after 
life.  At  an  -early  age  he  found  .himself  forced  to 
face  life's  stern  realities  for  himself.  Going  to 
Hartford  he  mastered  the  wheelwright's  trade,  and 
after  serving  his  time  as  an  apprentice  went  to 
Rocky  Hill,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Xeff 
&  IVlerriam.  carriage  builders.  He  remained  with 
that  firm  for  several  years,  his  industry,  natural 
aptitude,  skill  and  fidelity  securing  for  him  the 
position  of  foreman,  and  later  that  of  manager  of 
their  branch  establishment  at  \\'ilmington,  X.  C. 
After  filling  this  post  for  several  years  with  credit 


to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  em- 
I  plovers,  he  returned  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  em- 
I  l)arked  in  business  on  his  own  account.    After  a 
1  few  vears  so  spent  he  removed  to  Wethersfield, 
'  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  lie 
was  a  man  of  rare  inventive  genius  and  had  at  tlv^ 
!  same  time  a  thorough  knowledge  of  practical  mc- 
,  chanics.    He  brought  these  powers  to  practical  use 
I  in  the  invention  of  the  Wethersfield  Seed  Sower, 
!  a  seed-drill  at  once  simple,  compact,  strong,  durable, 
1  portable  and  thoroughly  etticient.    He  secured  a 
,  patent  for  this  machine  and-  at  once  entered  upon 
1  its  manufacture  and  sale,  in  which  business  he  was 
!  successful  almost  from  its  inception.    The  career 
j  of  such  men  as  he  affords  at  once  an  example  and 
i  an  encouragement.    Beginning  life  as  a  pour  boy, 
'  with  no  inlluential  friends  to  aid  him  by  purse  or 
I  voice,  he  hewed  out  his  own  way  through  pertinac- 
ity and  pluck,  and  of  him  it  may  be  said  that  he 
was  one  of  the  truest  and  noblest  types  of  the 
j  self-made  man.     He  lived  to  attain  the  age  of 
I  eightv  years,  dying  at  his  home  in  W  ethersfield 
on  Dec.  30.  1S91.    His  intellect  was  utiimpaired 
and  his  physical  powers  showed  little  decay,  even 
at  that  advanced  age.    Ele  was  buried  in  Cedar 
Hill  cemetery.    Ele  naturally  gravitated  from  the 
W"hig  to  the  Republican  party,  and,  although  never 
desiring  office,  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  po- 
litical creed.    In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  Con- 
gregationalist.     He  was  a  fond  husband  and  a 
true  friend:  charitable  in  his  judgment  of  others, 
upright  in  his  dealings,  generous  in  his  benefac- 
tions, a  friend  of  higher  education  and  an  earnest 
"  champion  of  the  cause  of  temperance. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  three  times  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Martha  Warner,  who  bore  him  two  daugh- 
ters, A.  Louisa  and  Martha  H.  The  first  named 
married  E.  G.  Woodhouse,  of  Wethersfield,  and 
the  younger  became  the  wife  of  Prof.  Henry  E. 
Sawyer,  of  Washington.  D.  C.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  IMeribah  Ashley,  of  West  Spring- 
field, Zvlass.,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  His 
third  wife  was  ]\Irs.  Jerusha  (Smith)  Good- 
rich, a  daughter  of  Levi  Smith  and  widow 
of  Joseph  B.  Goodrich,  who  was  a  son  of 
Deacon  Joel  Goodrich.  This  marriage  was  also 
without  issue.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Rogers 
was  the  mother  of  four  children:  *  Gertrude  A., 
Frederic  G..  Edward  J.,  and  a  child  who  died  in 
infancy.  Xone  lived  to  reach  mature  years.  She 
is  still  living  at  Wethersfield.  active  and  energetic 
i  despite  her  fourscore  years,  which  rest  so  lightly 
1  upon  her.  Her  mind  is  clear  and  her  memory  re- 
tentive, which  characteristics,  joined  to  culture  and 
native  refinement,  combine  to  make  her  a  delight- 
ful conversationalist. 

The  Smith  family,  of  which  INIrs.  Rogers  is  a 
member,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  part  of  Wethers- 
field, now  known  as  Rocky  Hill.  Ezekiel  Smith, 
her  grandfather,  was  born  there  May  18,  1756, 
son  of  Levi  Smith,  who  died  Sept.  15,  1758,  leaving 
tv.'o  sons.    Ezekiel  Smith  was  a  farmer  and  land 
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owner,  ami  a  soKlier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
He  married  Mrs.  Rutli  Ames,  a  widow,  and  was 
the  lather  of  six  children.  Levi  Smith,  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Roi;ers.  was  also  l"'rn  at  Rocky  ilill. 
where  he  spent  ins  life.  Me  was  a  successful 
farmer  and  an  earnest  member  of  the  Conijrega- 
tional  Church.  In  politics  he  was  tii'st  a  Whig-  and 
OTi  the  disruption  of  that  party  became  a  Repub- 
lican. On  May  7.  1S06.  he  married  Betsy  Gibbs, 
who  was  born  in  March.  17S5.  and  died  Nov.  15, 
1S65.  at  the  age  of  eii2:hty  years.  Like  her  hus- 
band, she  was  connected  with  the  Congregational 
communion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Smith  were  the 
parents  of  ten  chiUlren.  whose  names,  with  the 
respective  dates  of  their  birth  and  some  brief  bi- 
ographical data,  are  gi^■en  below :  Emmeline,  born 
April  7.  1807,  married  Allen  ^\^  .Miller.  Eliza 
Ann.  born  May  14.  1S09.  became  the  wife  of  A.  C. 
Arnold.  Xorman.  born  Oct.  2(\  181 1.  married 
Lucy  Cooley.  Henrv  married  Emmeline  Goodrich. 
Delia  was  born  Sept.  10.  18 16.  Jerusha  (]\Irs. 
Rogers)  was  born  April  20.  1819.  Martha,  born 
June  22,  1821.  married  Elisha  Gilbert,  who  died 
Jan.  19.  1900.  aged  eighty-three  years.  Levi  H.. 
born  June  5.  1824.  married  Rebecca  _Young  and 
became  the  father  of  four  children,  '^l^ry  {'Sirs. 
Dwight  Wells).  Harriet  (Mrs.  Edmund  NL  Wil- 
cox, who  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Dorothy), 
William  E.  (who  married  Kate  Harding)  and 
Ivlargaret  E.  ('who  married  C.  R.  Spencer).  r^Iary 
S.,  born  June  24.  1S27.  married  Samuel  Dimmock. 
of  Rocky  Hill.  John  L..  born  June  23.  1830,  inar- 
ried  Lucinda  G.  Blinn,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1897. 

GEORGE  LYr\L\X,  one  of  the  highly-esteemed 
citizens  of  Marlboro,  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  and  is  also  on  the  retired  list  of  the  New 
York  police  force.  His  present  life  of  ease  and 
quiet  is  in  direct  contrast  to  the  exciting  and  ad- 
venturous career  that  he  has  passed.  Brave  and 
fearless  in  disposition,  his  duties  were  always  dis- 
charged in  a  most  commendable  and  satisfactory 
manner  both  as  a  soWier  and  as  a  policeman. 

Mr.  Lyman  is  descended  from  an  old  and  hon- 
ored New  England  familv.  His  grandfather.  Tacob 
L)Tnan,  was  a  surveyor  of  Bolton.  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  also  engaged  in  farming,  and  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  married  a  Miss  Bolles,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children:  Johanna,  wife  of 
Joseph  Eaton,  of  Bolton ;  Ezra,  who  married,  and 
lived  in  Bolton  and  later  in  Savbrook,  where  he  died  ; 
Mary,  who  wedded  Henry  Gallupp,  and  lived  in 
Illinois  for  a  time,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  Iowa ; 
Jacob,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sophia,  who  mar^ 
ried  a  Mr.  Chapman,  and  lived  in  Bozrahville. 

Jacob  Lyman,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Bolton  in  1805,  and  in  early  life,  as  a  solicitor  and 
canvasser,  he  traveled  throughout  the  West.  He 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  followed 
farming  in  Bolton,  where  he  died  in  December.  1S84. 
He  married  Dorcas  Chapman,  a  native  of  Vernon, 
Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children :  Al- 


;  mira  married  John  Lord,  and  lives  in  Marlboro; 
I  Marietta  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Burdick,  of  South 
j  Manchester;  William  C.  married  Martha  Barrows, 
'■  and    lives    in    Willimantic;  George,  our  subject, 
i  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ;  Charles  married  .\me- 
!  lia  Campbell,  and  livts  in  Washington,  D.  C.  where 
•  he  is  chief  of  a  government  department,  and  was  a 
I  member  of  the  civil  service  commission  and  presi- 
!  dent  of  the  board;   Benjamin   married  Xancy  A. 
I  Bowers,  and  lives  in  Boston;  Xorman  is  a  paper 
I  mainifacturer  of  Talcottville,  Conn. ;  and  John  died 
I  in  Holyoke,  .\lass..  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
Our  subject  was  also  born  in  Bolton.  Conn., 
September  13,  1841.    He  began  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  later  attending    the  ^Manchester 
i  Academy  and  the  3>it.  Carroll  (HI.)  Seminary,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  in  1863.    He  then  engaged 
in  traveling  for  about  six  months,  selling  A.  B.  Is- 
rael's outline  maps. 

On  ]March  8,  1864,  in  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Lyman  en- 
listed in  Company  L,  12th  ^Missouri  \'oIunteer  Cav- 
alry, and  shortly  after  his  enlistment  was  made  sec- 
ond sergeant.  The  troop  had  charge  of  the  military 
stores  in  St.  Louis  in  1S64,  and  then  joined  Gen. 
Elook'er's  expedition  through  western  Tennessee  and 
northern  Mississippi,  cn  route  to  re-enforce  Gen. 
Sherman's  army  in  front  of  Atlanta.  When  they 
arrived  at  Holly  Springs,  ^li>s.,  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  intercept  Gen.  Hood,  who  had  evacuated 
Atlanta  and  had  made  a  stand  in  front  of  Xashville, 
Tenn.  In  the  three-days'  battle  at  the  latter  place. 
Gen.  Thomas  almost  annihilated  Hood's  army. 
While  at  Holly  Springs,  during  the  fall  of  1864, 
Mr.  Lyman  was  detailed  to  deliver  convalescents 
and  recruits  to  various  points  along  the  Mississippi 
river  from  ^lemphis  to  Xew  Orleans,  and  joined 
his  regiment  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of 
Xashville,  Dec.  15,  16,  17,  where  his  battalion  (the 
3rd )  was  almost  destroyed.  Later  the  regiment 
went  on  Gen.  Stewart's  expedition  or  raid  through 
the  South,  but  our  subject  was  not  with  them,  as 
he  was  general  ward  master  of  the  United  States 
marine  hospital  at  St.  Louis  for  about  six  months 
at  that  time.  He  was  wounded  three  times  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  while  on  a  little  expedition  at 
Holly  Springs.  He  was  ordered  to  pick  fifteen 
men  for  an  advance  guard  to  go  to  the  Tallahassee 
i  river,  where  tne  regiment  was  repairing  a  bridge 
j  on  the  Tallahassee  &  Memphis  railroad,  the  bridge 
I  being  over  an  important  point  for  the  regiment  to 
cross.  This  little  band  suspected  that  the  Con- 
federates were  in  the  vicinity,  and  when  they  ar- 
rived on  the  spot  they  found  the  bridge  burned. 
On  their  wav  back  they  met  an  advance  gu':ird  of 
I  Col.  Chalmer's  out-pickets,  the  time  being  about 
1  nightfall,  and  the  Rebels,  armed  with  Mississippi 
!  rifles  and  saber  bayonets,  surrounded  our  subject's 
little  companv.  The  lieutenant  who  was  with  them 
said.  "Bovs.  it  is  either  fight  or  Andersonville 
prison."  and  they  fought.  After  firing  all  their 
i  ammunition  they  made  a  charge,  fighting  hand  to 
^  hand.    Some  escaped,- but  others  were  captured  or 
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killed,  ami  our  subject  received  three  bayonet 
wouiuls,  but  escaped,  .-\lter  the  return  of  his  rei;!- 
nient  to  St.  Louis  from  (.ien.  Stewart's  exj 'edition 
lit  joined  them  tliere.  'I'liey  were  remounted,  joined 
Col.  Cowles'  Powder  ri\  i  r  exjiedition,  ar.d  made  a 
circle  round  the  T.lack  ililk  ai^ainst  the  Aspersias, 
Siou.\,  Comanche  and  Arapahoe  Indians,  who  were 
on  the  warpath.  They  had  several  skirmishes,  ac- 
companied l)y  a  few  k'sses.  and  disjjcrscd  ilie  In- 
dians. They  returned  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
and  were  mustered  out  April  9,  1S66. 

Mr.  Lvnuan  came  east  and  secured  the  position 
of  buyer  for  Cone  &  Smith,  wholesale  grocery 
dealers  at  Xo.  118  Greenwich  street,  Xew  York, 
remaining  with  that  tirni  until  its  dissolution  a 
year  later.'  He  was  then  ap]X)inted  a  policeman  by 
Police  Commissioner  Manier  in  1868,  and  served 
the  city  faithfully  in  that  precarious  capacity  until 
the  time  limit  of  service — twenty  years — was 
reached  in  i8iSS,  when  he  retired.  He  was  on 
"police  detail  service"  for  eighteen  years ;  was  ap- 
pointed special  otticer  by  a  special  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Xew  York,  and  served  as  detective  in 
the  Lincoln  Xational  Bank  five  years,  when  he  felt 
his  time  of  service  was  completed  and  poor  health 
forced  him  to  retire.  He  came  to  Marlboro,  the 
home  of  his  wife's  parents,  and  is  now  enjoving  a 
well-earned  rest  in  the  quiet  of  the  country.  While 
on  duty  during  the  "Orange  riot"  in  Xew  York, 
when  the  procession  was  coming  down  Eighth  ave- 
nue; near  the  corner  of  Twenty-third  street  and 
Ford's  Opera  House,  the  mob  made  a  charge,  and 
the  Xinth  Regiment,  which  was  on  duty  there,  fired 
a  volley  to  frighten  the  crowd.  The  mob  began 
firing  also,  and  many  who  w^ere  on  housetops  took 
part  in  the  shooting.  'Sir.  Lyman  was  shot  through 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  the  bullet  passing  clear  through 
the  limb.  The  shot  was  evidently  fired  x'rom  a 
housetop. 

On  Sept.  iS,  1867,  Mr.  Lyman  married  Miss 
Anna  Maria  Denslow.  who  was  born  in  Xew  Hart- 
ford, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn..  [^.lay  25,  1840,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Bailey  and  Eliza  ( Phelps )  Denslow. 
The  father  was  appointed  cornet,  ist  Company, 
Governor's  Horse  Guards,  Jan.  4,  1835,  i"  tlie  militia 
of  this  State,  wnere  he  gave  faithful  service  until 
his  death  in  December,  1844.  The  motlier  subse- 
quently married  Judson  Russell.  She  died  in  March, 
1885.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: (i)_  Belle  \'..  born  April  18,  1870,  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Daniel  Way,  Jr.,  an  extensive 
farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Gilead,  Conn. :  she  died 
Nov.  10,  1897,  leaving  one  child.  Walter  D.  (2) 
Grace  D.,  born  April  8,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  Elton 
W.  Buell,  a  manufacturer  of  various  kinds  of 
woodenware  in  Gilead,  and  thev  have  two  children, 
Deems  H.  and  Dorothv  Isabelle. 

Mr.  Lyman  is  a  splendid  specimen  of  manhooc^, 
being  six  feet  in  height  and  weighing  over  200 
pounds.  He  receives  a  pension  from  the  police  fund 
of  X'ew  Y^ork,  and  has  a  pretty  home  in  Marlboro, 
where  he  expects  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  ease  rnd  quiet.    Pie  is  a  member  of  Phil 


Carney  Post,  Xo.  8,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Xew 
York,  and  served  on  the  council  of  administration. 
Politicallv  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  In  Xew  York 
he  joined  the  Church  of  Strangers,  and  now  attends 
I  he  Congregational  Church  -of  Marlboro.     He  ha'? 

I  made  manv  warm  friends  during  his  residence  here 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  \i\  all  wlio  know  him. 

i  Capt.  Albert  J.  Russell,  lirotlier  of  Mrs.  Ly- 
man, entered  We>t  Point  in  SeiViember,  1872,  and 

j  graduated  June  14,  187(3.    He  was  first  assigned  to 

}  the  Tenth  L'nitcd  States  Cavalry,  but  not  long 
afterward  was  transfc.red  to  the  vSeventh  Cavalry, 
with  whicli  he  served  almost  twentv  vears,  being 
retired  in  ?\Iav.  i8i)6,  on  account  of  disability.  He 
was  wounded  fighting  Indians.  The  Captain  mar- 
ried ]Miss  Harrie  L.  Rumney,  who  died  April  18, 

j  1S93,  at  Fort  Riley,  Kan.,  leaving  three  children: 
Albert  Judson,  Earned  Runmey  and  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  w  ho  have  since  made  their  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lyman.    On  April  15,  1900,  Capt.  Russell 

] .  passed  away  at  Sierra  Madre,  Cal.,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  Government  cemetery  at  Santa  ^vlonica, 
that  State.    ]Mr.  Lyman  is  guardian  of  the  children. 

\\'ALTER  G.  ^lURPHY',  M.  D.,  is  descended 
from  a  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His  grandfather, 
John  IMurphy,  was  a  pioneer  soap  manufacturer  of 
Albany,  X'.  Y.  His  father,  Thomas  S.  ]\Iurphy, 
was  born  in  Albany,  and  was  identified  with  the 
bookbinding  industry  of  that  city.  He  married 
Elinor  Crew,  of  Albany,  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  five  children :  }tlary  S.,  Thomas  S.,  James 
E.,  Charles  S.  and  Walter  G. 

Walter  G.  ^lurphy  was  born  in  Albany,  X".  Y'., 
X'ov.  13,  1868.  Pie  received  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  city,  and  later  entered  St.  Paul's 
School  at  Salem,  X.  Y.,  where  he  prepared  for  col- 
lege. ^Matriculating  at  Albany  Medical  College,  he 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1889.  He 
entered  Hudson  River  State  Hospital,  where  he 
remained  six  months,  and  then  served  eighteen 
months  as  interne  at  the  Albany  hospital.  In  1891 
Dr.  ^lurphy  located  in  Granby,  Conn.,  and  in  1893 
he  settled  in  East  Hartford.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  City,  County  and  State  ^ledical  Societies.  In 
1892  the  Doctor  was  married  to  ^liss  Henrietta 
Broughton,  daughter  of  A.  K.  Broughton,  of  Salem, 
Washington  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Elinor  D.  and  Frances  B. 

REV.  JESSE  E.  HEALD.  The  world  appre- 
ciates and  loves  a  man  of  charity  and  broadened 
sympathies,  and  especially  does  it  hold  in  kindliest 
reverence  and  esteem  the  minister  whose  close 
contact  with  his  fellow  men  is  not  confined  to  the 
members  of  his  own  parish.  It  is  one  of  the  dis- 
tinctive traits  of  Rev.  Mr.  Heald.  rector  of  Trinity 
Church  at  Tariffville,  that  he  has  many  friends  in 
every  religious  denomination.  Xo  better  tribute 
than  this  bare  recital  can  be  paid  to  one  of  his 
cloth  and  calling.  An  al'le  minister,  he  is  above 
all  else  in  his  relations  with  men  kindhearted  and 
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g-cnial.  lie  is  not  olotlicil  in  chillini:;-  diq-nity,  not 
wraiiped  ahout  with  any  si)fcics  of  exclusivcncss. 
His  services  at  hnrials  and  at  weddings  are  in  de- 
mand as  often  from  oilier  denominations  as  from 
his  own  clnircli.  He  is  widely  known,  and  wlier- 
evcr  known  is  blessed. 

Mr.  lloaUrs  preparation  lor  his  callincf  was 
hedged  abont  with  trying  obstacle-;.  Tlie  family 
was  formerly  one  of  weallli  and  always  one  of 
inflnencc.  bnt  this  branch  of  it  was  in  rednccd  cir- 
cumstances at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  our  subject, 
whose  education  was  olnained  solelv  by  his  own 
resources.  As  a  lad  he  worked  in  a  woolen  mill, 
but  his  daily  companion  there  was  a  Greek  reader. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hcald  is  of  Vermont  ancestry,  descended 
from  an  old  English  family.  He  was  born  in  Mt. 
Holly.  \'t..  Dec.  26,  1834.  a  son  of  Elliott  and 
Jerusha  (Wellman)  Heald.  The  fatlier  was  born 
in  Granville,  X.  Y.,  in  181 1,  the  mother  in  Dorset, 
Vt..  in  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject's  paternal  grandmother  was  Capt.  John 
Averil,  an  early  settler  of  ^\'estminster.  \'ermont. 

Elliott  Heald,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
dealer  and  worker  in  marble.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  an  active 
religious  worker.  His  brother,  John  Heald,  was  a 
Methodist  minister.  Elliott  Heald  lived  for  many 
years  at  Amherst,  IMass.,  to  which  town  he  re- 
moved in  1S38,  and  where  he  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy;  his  wife  survived  him  and  died  in  1889, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  They  were  buried  at 
North  Amherst,  ^lass.  To  Elliott  and  Jerusha 
Heald  were  born  four  children:  Jesse  E.,  our  sub- 
ject ;  Xancy,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  twenty 
years :  Charles,  of  Amherst,  Mass. ;  and  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Tracy,  of  Amherst. 

Jesse  E.  Heald  was  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Amherst,  r^.Iass.,  where  his  early 
schooling  was  received.  He  attended  Wesleyan 
Academy,  and  was  graduated  in  1853  from  V\'i!- 
brahaili,  ]\Iass.  Being  an  earnest,  progressive  stu- 
dent, he  worked  to  secure  the  means  to  pay  his 
tuition  and  expenses.  xA.s  noted  above,  he  com- 
bined the  occupations  of  a  mill  worker  and  a 
Greek  student,  and  very  successfully.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  pursued  his  studies  under  the  in- 
fluences of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  at 
twenty-one  was  regularly  ordained  a  minister  of 
that  denomination.  He  held  several  charges,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  became  a  candidate 
for  orders  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
He  became  assistant  minister  at  Trinity  Church, 
Newtown,  Conn.,  and  in  1862  came  to  what  is  now 
Trinity  Church,  Tariff ville.  Rev.  Heald  next  be- 
came rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Pine 
J>Ieadow,  Conn.,  for  three  years.  He  next  took 
charge  of  Grace  Church  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and 
the  fine  stone  church,  costing  $40,000,  was  erected 
during  his  pastorate  and  dedicated  free  from  debt; 
the  rectory  of  that  church,  an  unusually  fine  struc- 
ture, was  also  built  through  his  efforts.  He  re- 
mained at  Saybrook  for  ten  years,  and  a  six-years' 


I  rectorshi]i  at  Millville,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass..  fol- 
i  lowed.  In  Jime,  1884,  he  retm-ned  to  TaritVville, 
j  where  he  has  since  lived  continuously,  tmlv  a  por- 
\  tion  of  the  time,  however,,  as  rector  of  'J'rini'v 
I  Clnu'ch. 

!        Rev.  Mr.  Heald  married.  May  30,  1855.  Miss 
r.etsy  Tilden,  who  was  born  at  Xorth  Coventry 
Jan.  4,   1823,  daughter  of  Walter  and  RclK'Cca 
(Jones)  Tilden.    Walter  Tilden  was  an  extensive 
Connecticut  farmer.     Of  his  eight  children  three 
are  now  living:    Betsy,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Catherine,  now  Mrs.  P.  W.  Turner,  of  Ttu-nerville, 
i  Conn. ;  and  Charles  W'.,  a  farmer  of  ^Mansfield, 
I  Conn.    To  Rev.  and  r^Irs.  Heald  were  born  two 
I  sons.  William  Elliott  and  Robert  H.,  both  of  whom 
j  are  now  deceased.    William  Elliott  was  born  Xov. 
!  12,  1857,  at  Gales  Perry,  Coim.,  and  was  a  bright 
and  promising  young  man  when  he  passed  away 
at  Saybrook  Aug.  26.  1874.    Rribert  H.  was  born 
April  It,  1S62,  at  X'ewtown,  Conn.,  and  died  at 
Tariffville  July  26.  1864. 

As  pastor  Rev.  '\lr.  Heald  has  met  with  remark- 
able success.  He  has  frequently  been  called  to 
officiate  in  ministerial  work  at  various  towns  about 
Tariffville  by  members  not  only  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  but  of  many  other  denominations,  and  has 
been  called  upon  to  conduct  the  funeral  services  of 
Congregational  deacons  and  proininent  members  of 
other  churches.  He  has  buried  over  200  people  in 
an.d  about  Tariffville,  and  a  verv  large  number  else- 
where since  he  began  his  pastoral  work.  On  his 
twenty-first  birthday  he  ofticiated  at  his  first  wed- 
ding, and  the  bridal  pairs  he  has  since  that  occa- 
sion made  happy  are  numerous  indeed.  Rev.  and 
]\Irs.  Heald  are  most  highly  respected  by  all  who 
know  them.  The  influences  which  have  ever  radi- 
ated from  their  home  have  been  uplifting  and  cheer- 
ing, penetrating,  like  the  searching  sunshine,  many 
a  neglected  nook  and  corner  in  human  hearts. 
"It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive"  might 
be  given  as  one  of  the  life  principles  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  his  ministrations  have  been  those  that 
were  needed  most  and  have  made  his  name  hon- 
ored and  cherished  wherever  he  is  known. 

THO^IPSOX  SIXCLAIR  GRAXT.  For- 
tunate is  he  who  has  back  of  him  an  ancestry  hon- 
orable and  distinguished,  and  happv  is  he  if  his 
hues  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  therewith.  Our 
subject  is  blessed  in  this  respect,  for  he  springs 
from  a  prominent  family,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  influential  citizens  of  Hart- 
ford county.  He  is  now  Comptroller  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  public  affairs. 

Air.  Grant  was  born  in  the  town  of  Enfield, 
Hartford  county,  June  21,  1843,  ^  son  of  Harry  Al- 
len and  Laura  Ann  (  Thompson)  Grant.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Robert  Grant,  a  native  of  eastern 
Scotland  and  a  surgeon  by  profession,  was  with 
the  British  navy  during  the  early  part  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  but  later  he  became  a  naturalized 
American  citizen  and  served  on  Gen.  Marion's  staff, 
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as  sufi^oon,  until  tlic  cIo<e  ol  the  war.    He.  then  | 
located  in  South  Carohiia,  whore  lie  eng-as;ed  in  : 
raisnij;-  rice,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Ghim  ' 
county,  lia.,  where  he  ownvd'  a  large  rice  i-ilanta- 
tion.  as  well  as 'a  large  cotton  iilantatiun  or.  St. 
Simons  Jsland,  near  iSrunswick,  Ga.    He  died  in 
1844.  ^  I 

Harry  Allen  Grant,  our  subject's  father,  was  | 
born  on  St.  Simons  Island,  on  the  Georg-ia  coast,  in  I 
1813,  and  in  1S21  was  sent  Xorth  to  be  educated.  1 
After  graduating  from  I'nion  Lollege.  in  1833.  he  ! 
studied   medicine   in   Baltimore,   .^^d..   under   Dr.  | 
Geddings,  and  in  the  early  '30s  practiced  in  Al-  | 
bany,  X.  Y.,  for  a  i.eriod  of  two  years.    In  1S36  he  ; 
went  to  Europe,  where  he  spent  live  vears  studving  '< 
in  the  principal  hospitals  of  the  Did  World.  'Re"^ 
turning  to  the  United  States  in  1841.  he  opened  an  \ 
office  in  New  York  City,  and  the  following  vear  | 
came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in' the  i 
active  practice  of  his  profession  xmu\  18^4.    He  I 
then  removed  to  Enfield,  where  he  lived  retired  un-  ! 
til  his  death,  in  18S4.    During  the  Civil  war  he  'j 
served  on  Gov.  Buckingham's  staff  as  surgeon- 
general  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1S61  was  a  me'inber 
of  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature.    At  '< 
the  Baltimore  Convention,  in  1864.  when  President  ! 
Lincoln  was  nominated  for  a  second  term,  he  was  | 
one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  that  hodv,  and  during  | 
President  Johnson's  administration  he    was    col-  j 
lector  of  Liternal  Revenue  for  the  States  of  Con-  I 
necticut  and  Rhode  Island,  with  office  at  Hartford.  I 
filling  that  position  for  four  vears.    He  was  twice  | 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Louisa,  daughter  of  ! 
Lynott  Bloodgood,  of  AlbanX-,  X.  Y.,  and  to  them  i 
was  born  one  son,  Harry  Al'len,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  | 
Hamilton  College  and  a  lawyer  by  profession,  who  ■  i 
died  in  Tarrytown.  X'.  Y.,  in  August,  1898.    The  ' 
second  wife  was  Laura  Ann,  daughter  of  Orrin  I 
and  Love   (Lusk)   Thompson,  of  Enfield,  Conn., 
and  the  only  child  born  of  this  union  is  Thompson 
Sinclair,  our  subject.    Orrin  Thompson  was  the 
founder  of  Thompsonville,  this  county,  and  his 
sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere.    He  was  a  son  of 
^Matthew    Thompson,  who    drifted    to    Hartford  i 
county  during  the  eighteenth  century,  and  was  one  ! 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Sufficld,  and 
later  of  Enfield.    He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of 
character,  was  an  extensive  land  speculator,  and 
accunnilated  a  large  property.    During  the  Revolu-  | 
tionary  war  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Walker's  company,  i 
at- Stratford,  Conn.,  and  for  three  years  fought  for  \ 
the  independence  of  the  Colonies.'    He  was  born  | 
in  1763,  and  died  in  Enfield  March  4,  1828.    In  ; 
1787  he  married  Betsv  Collins,  who  was  born  in  \ 
1770,  and  died  May  19,  1855.    She  drew  a  Revo-  ; 
lutionary  pension  under  the  Pension  Act  of  1843.  i 

Thompson  S.  Grant  was  reared  in  Enfield,  and  j 
was  fitted  for  college  in  private  schools.  In  1861 
he  located  in  X'ew  York  City,  and  he  was  success-  | 
fully  engaged  in  tlie  woolen  commission  trade  there  I 
until  1872,  when  he  returned  to  Enfield.  He  has  j 
since  carried  on  business  as  a  farmer,  and  from 


1874  as  a  dealer  in  and  packer  of  seed  leaf  and 
Havana  seeil  toliacco.  He  occupies  the  old  fann'.y 
residence  erected  by  his  grandfather,  C)rrin  Tliom]> 
son,  in  1832.  yir.  Grant  was  married,  Ocr.  17, 
1872,  to  Miss  Alice  V.  Mintzing,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Louisa  (  Thwing)  Minizing,  of  Charles- 
ton. S.  C.  'J\vo  clnldreii  l>lessed  this  union:  Harry 
Allen,  born  Jan.  10,  1874,  died  Aprir2S,  1883;  and 
l-'airfax,  born  March  23,  1875,  died  Alay  13.  1883. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  hcv  final  rest 
Sept.  13.  1804. 

yiv.  Grant  is  a  leading  member  of  the  First 
Ecclesiastical  Congregational  Church  of  Enfield, 
and  has  served  ten  years  as  cr.airman  of  the  so- 
ciety committee.  In  1897  and  1S98  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature, 
and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  Comptroller  of 
Connecticut  for  a  term  of  two  years.  His  politi- 
cal support  is  always  given  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  public-spirited 
in  an  eminent  degree,  and  lias  always  done  much  in 
behalf  of  the  general  interests  of  his  community. 
Pleasant  and  genial  in  manner,  he  is  quite  popular, 
and  is  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  who  honor  and  esteem  him  for  his 
genuine  worth 

GEORGE  AUSTIX  WARREX  (deceased) 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  earliest  settled  families 
of  East  Plartford,  wdiich  beyond  all  doubt  descended 
from  Richard  A\'arren,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  historic  "Alaytlower."  They  lived  in  Silver 
Lane,  so  called  by  the  French  soldiers  who  en- 
camped there  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary- 
war  and  who,  it  is  said,  stored  their  money  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  Warren  house.  ,The  first  of 
the  family  of  whom  there  is  any  authentic  ac- 
count was  William  W^arren,  who  married  Mary 
Andrews,  and  settled  in  East  Hartford  in  1664. 

Ashbel  Warren  married  Penelope  Pratt,  wdiose 
mother's  name  was  ]Margaret  Ely,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  .children :  Ashbel,  William  Ely, 
Harriet,  Sarah.  X'athaniel,  Frederick  and  ^largaret. 
Of  these,  Ashbel  married  Abigail  Hayes :  William 
Ely  w^as  killed  by  lightning  in  1804,  wdien  still  a 
young  man:  Harriet  was  married  to  a  !Mr.  Camp; 
Sarah  never  married :  X'athaniel  married  Sarah 
Bidwell:  Frederick  went  south;  ^Margaret  was  mar- 
ried to  James  Colvin, 

X'athaniel  A\'arren,  father  of  George  Austin 
^\'arrcn,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1797,  and  on  Aug.  24, 
1820,  married  Sarah  Bidwell,  who  was  born  June 
8,  1800.  Pie  was  a  farmer,  lived  on  the  spot  wdiich 
was  the  late  home  of  our  subiect,  and  died  May 
13,  1877.  Plis  widow  resided  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  her  death,  July  13,  1878.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children :  Harriet  F.,  born  Jan. 
16.  182 1,  married  Watson  Hayes,  and  lived  in  South 
Windsor:  Lucius  H.,  born  ^larch  20,  1823.  mar- 
ried Abbey  Miner,  and  was  a  resident  of  Milford 
at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  W'illiam  Ely,  born  June 
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17.  18J5,  married  Louisa  Hills  {ncc  Gillett),  widow 
of  Slicniian  Hills,  and  lived  in  East  Hartford; 
George  Austin  is  the  subject  of  tlii>  sketch;  Emily 
A.,  born  JuK  5.  1830.  was  married  to  Edward 
Miner,  and  li\eil  in  Giluul;  Leverett  D.,  born  Dec. 
12.  m.irried   Marv    Wheeler,   and   lived  ni 

llridgeport  ;  Alfred  Xewton.  i)orn  Ant;.  S,  1S35, 
marrieil  Ann  Eliza  Stowe,  anil  lived,  m  lJunlap, 
Iowa;  Laura  Jane,  born  April  21,  1838,  married 
George  Hdls,  and  lived  in  Gileau;  and  Erederick 
R.,  born  Dec.  5,  18.1.0,  married  Amelia  Milton,  who 
vas  born  Jan.  17,  1844.  and  lives  in  Silver  Lane. 

George  Austin  Warren  was  born  Oct.  27,  1827, 
in  a  house  that  stood  just  west  of  the  one  in  which 
he  died.  He  was  educated  at  the  Willow  Brook 
school,  under  Horace  Cornwall  and  others,  and  at 
\\"ells  Hall,  under  Joseph  A.  Hurlburt.  After 
leaving  school  he  assisted  on  the  home  farm  until 
his  marriage.  Xov.  19,  1S54,  to  Miss  Almira  Risley, 
•who  was  born  June  9,  1829.  a  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Minerva  (.Loomis)  Risley,  residents  of  South 
"Windsor,  then  a  part  of  East  Windsor.  In  1877 
Mr.  Warren  erected  his  nev.-  dwelling,  and  here 
followed  general  farming  and  tobacco  growing  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  6,  1898.  To 
his  marriage  with  Almira  Risley  were  born  the 
following  six  children:  Ella  M.,  born  ^larch  17, 
1856,  was  married  Xov.  19,  1879,  to  Henry  J. 
Peavy,  who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1856,  and  is  a  mer- 
chant in  Byron,  Ga.  ~S[r.  and  Mrs.  Peavy  have  six 
children:  Sadie  Almira,  born  X'ov.  17,  1S80; 
Bertha  W..  Dec.  6,  1882:  \\'illiam  A.,  Jan.  3,  1885 
(a  twin  brother  died  at  birth)  ;  Xellie  M..  March 
4,  1889;  Henry  July  24,   1893;  and  Annie 

Rosalind,  Aug.  24,  1896.  The  second  child  of 
!Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  was  a  daughter,  born  July 
24.  1858,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  third,  also 
a  daughter,  born  ]\Iarch  14,  1861,  likewise  died  in 
infancy.  The  fourth,  Harvey  R..  was  born  IMarch 
29,  1862,  married  Harriet  B.  Lutz,  who  was  born 
June  10,  1869,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
child.  Eugene.  May  25,  1S94;  Harvey  R.  is  now  en- 
Raged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Seattle.  Wash. 
The  fifth  child,  Louis  X.,  born  Feb.  16.  1864.  first 
married.  Sept.  13,  1891,  Annie  M.  Miner,  who 
died  Aug.  5,  1892,  and  X'ov.  25,  1897,  Louis  X''. 
ip.arried  'Sirs.  Lillie  May  CEdgerly)  Oliver;  their 
children  are  Ella  !May  and  Austin  James.  Louis 
-  N.  Warren  is  now  the  manager  of  the  home  farm. 
The  sixth  child.  Sara  A.,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1866, 
and  has  her  home  with  her  mother. 

George  Austin  Warren  was  tall  of  stature  and 
enjoyed  good  health  nearly  all  his  life.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  cared  for  office.  He 
was  a  member  of  no  secret  society,  being  vcrv  do- 
mestic in  his  habits,  was  an  upright  man  in  all  re- 
spects and  was  honored  bv  all  who  knew  him.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  East  Hart- 
ford, and  his  death  was  a  sad  loss  to  the  whole 
community,  but  he  left  to  his  family  the  heritage 
of  a  spotless  name. 

Mrs.  Almira  Warren,  a  very  kind  and  entertain- 


ing lady,  still  resides  in  the  house  erected  1)y  her 
deceased  husl)and  in  1877.  greatly  resi)ecled  by  all 
I  her  neighbors;  as  a  rule  she  passes  the  winters  in 
!  Georgia,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Peavv. 

1 

j       ALFRED   E\"ERETT   KILBOURXE.  The 
,  tobacco  interests  of  the  town  of  South  Windsor,  ris- 
j  ing  to  paramount  imixjrtance  as  an  agricultural  re- 
i  source,  have  brought  into  prominence  several  Iniyers 
whose  Inisincss  is  not  only  im]x>rtant  to  the  selling 
producers,  but  wh.o  require  abilltv  of  an  unusually 
h.igh  order.    hVom  year  to  year  there  are  the  same 
growers  of  the  j^lant  to  buy  from.    They  must  be 
satisfied  that  they  are  paid  a  reasonable  price.  The 
purchasing  manufacturers  and  merchants  on  the 
other  hand  must  be  satisfied  that  their  representa- 
tives have  been  skillfid  buyers.  The  responsible  po- 
sition requires  a  ch.aracter  of  high  integrity,  keen 
business  sense  and  judgment  of  the  value  of  the 
crop  that  is  unerring.    Among  the  successful  buy- 
ers at  South  \\  indsor  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
'  whom  e-xi)erience,  native  talent  and  sterling  honesty 
have  amply  qualified  for  the  work. 

yir.  Kiibourne  was  born  in  the  town  of  East 
Hartford  Julv  19,  1849.  ^  son  of  Alfred  Kiibourne, 
a  native  of  South  Windsor,  who  is  more  fully  inen- 
tioned  elsewhere.  He  received  a  common-school  ed- 
ucation, completing  a  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Business  College.  Hartford,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  Oct.  12,  1872,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years,  to  r\Iiss  Eliza  S.  Hills, 
of  East  Hartford.  The  young  couple  began  house- 
keeping on  the  farm  they  now  occupy,  a  part  of  the 
old  homestead.  Here  he  made  improvements  and 
for  many  years  continued  to  cultivate  the  farm. 
In  1886,  in  addition  to  the  management  of  the  place, 
he  assumed  the  local  agency  for  the  well-known 
firm  of  Rodgers  <Jv:  Hubbard,  of  Middletown.  dealers 
in  fertilizers,  and  has  continued  to  represent  them 
ever  since.  In  1884  Mr.  Kiibourne  commenced  buy- 
ing tobacco  for  L.  Osterweis,  of  X"^ew  Haven.  He 
remained  with  him  tmtil  1892.  when  he  accepted 
a  position  with  Sutter  Bros.,  of  Chicago  and  Phil- 
adelphia, as  agent  and  manager  of  their  large  to- 
bacco interests  at  East  Hartford.  This  firm  are 
perhaps  the  largest  buyers  of  tobacco  in  the  East, 
and  in  the  year  1898  Mr.  Kiibourne  purchased  for 
Sutter  Bros,  about  3.000  cases  of  tobacco,  and  in 
1899  4.000  cases.  He  has  charge  of  .  their  two 
large  warehouses  at  East  Hartford,  and  during  the 
buying  season  employs  and  directs  at  times  about 
one  hundred  men.  !Mr.  Kilbourne's  farm  is  located 
about  four  miles  from  Hartford  and  consists  of 
about  sixty  acres,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  raises  alxjut  nine  acres  of  tobacco  each  year. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kiibourne  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  Lodge 
at  East  Hartford,  of  which  he  was  one  of  its  or- 
ganizers. He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  an  active  religious  worker,  especially 
in  Christian  Endeavor  circles,  his  interest  an<l  en- 
listment in  that  line  dating  from  the  Connecticut 
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State  CoiitVionCf  IicUl  in  r>ridgo;x:>rt  in  Xovcnibcr, 
iSSS.  lie  liccamo  tiic  first  prc.-iik-nt  of  tl-.c  East 
llartlonl  Siicicty,  and  was  kopt  in  its  leadership 
lhroii,u;li  ei,qlu  terms.  l"or  .several  years  be  has  been 
one  of  tiie  leaders  in  the  Llin-^tian  Endeavor  work 
throuL^diout  the  State,  and  was  for  ei,i;ht  oimsecutive 
years  secretary  and  treasurer  the  State  Union. 
In  his  labors  along  these  lines  he  is  ably  assisteil 
bv  invaluable  helpers  in  his  own  nousehold.  Mr. 
Kilbourne  is  deeply  interested  in  educational  work, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  hii;h  school  board  of  South 
Windsor.  ^Ir.  Kilbourne  devotes  some  attention  to 
collecting;  curios,  and  has  quite  a  large  and  hand- 
some collection  of  Indian  relics  and  rare  articles  of 
value.  To  -Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Kilbourne  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely:  Edith  L. :  Alfred  S.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Ethel  S. ;  and  Herman  R.,  who 
died  in  1S97. 

HON.  WALDO  S.  KXOX.  formerly  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  town  of  Sufheld  in  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature,  is  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  that  town.  As  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Knox  Brothers  he  was  connected  with  the 
hotel  in  Sufheld  village  for  many  years,  and  under 
their  able  managetnent  it  was  known  to  the  travel- 
ing public  as  the  best  in  the  locality.  The  brothers 
have  also  been  engaged  in  other  lines  of  business 
with  marked  success,  and  their  upright  dealings  and 
far-sighted  enterprise  have  given  them  a  high 
standing  in  financial  circles.  During  their  twenty- 
eight  years  of  partnership,  with  thousands  of  dol- 
lars passing  through  their  hands,  they  had  their 
funds  in  common,  and  for  years  they  and  their  re- 
spective families  occupied  the  same  residence  in 
perfect  harmony.  As  citizens  they  are  public- 
spirited,  taking  a  generous  attitude  toward  all  pro- 
gressive movements,  and  their  geniality  and  good 
nature  attract  the  friendship  of  all  who  know 
them. 

Our  subject  was  born  Aug.  4,  1S45,  Bland- 
ford,  Hampden  Co.,  Z^Iass.,  and  comes  of  good 
Colonial  stock,  his  ancestors  having  located  at 
Blandford,  !Mas5.,  at  an  early  day.  Eli  Knox,  his 
grandfather,  married  a  ^liss  Watson  and  made  his 
home  in  Hampden  county,  ^Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Knox,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
November,  1816.  in  Hampden  county,  3.1ass.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
sided for  a  time  on  a  farm  at  Blandford,  but  later 
he  removed  to  Chester,  3.1ass.,  and  in  1866  he  lo- 
cated at  Suffield  and  took  charge  of  the  stage  line 
between  that  village  and  Windsor  Locks.  Suffield 
was  a  busy  center  for  the  tobacco  business  in  those 
days,  and  the  line  was  well  patronized,  but  as  the 
old  hotel  in  the  village  had  been  abandoned  travelers 
had  great  difficulty  in  securing  accommodations. 
This  fact  led  to  our  subject,  then  a  young  lad, 
suggesting  the  advisability  of  furnishing  suitable 
entertainment,  and  as  Samuel  Knox  had  accumu- 
lated a  little  capita!  by  industry  and  economy  it  was 


i  invested  in  the  h.otel  owned  by  Nelson  Wright.  The 
;  venture  proved  successful  from  tlie  start,  and  soliu 
i  he  was  obliged  to  enlarge  the  house,  so  large  was 
I  the  patronage.    He  was  a  man  of  fine  abilities  ruid 
}  souukl  judgment  and,  although  he  startetl  in  life 
j  without  means  cir  education,  he  acquired  a  com- 
fortable competence.    Eor  some  years  he  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  horses,  but  liis  attention  was  chiefiy 
given  to  the  management  of  the  hotel,  which  was 
continued  by  his  two  sons  after  his  death.    In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  but  liever  sought 
or  held  office.    In  person  he  was  short  and  stout ; 
although  he  seemed  to  possess  a  good  constitution 
j  he  did  not  attain  advanced  years,  his  death  oc- 
'  curring  in  1S72.    His  remains  were  first  placed  in 
:  a  vault,  and  in  the  spring  were  interred  in  the  new 
I  Woodlawn  cemetery  at  Suffield,  being  the  first  to 
j  be  interred  there.    On  May  8,  1837,  lie  was  luar- 
ried,  at  Harwinton,  Conn.,  to  ^liss  Emiiy  Jane 
Catiin.  a  native  of  that  town,  and  three  childre'.i  were 
born  of  the  union,    (i)  \\'atson  E.,  a  graduate  of 
;  the  normal  school  at  Westfield,  ^^lass.,  and  Weslevan 
j  University,  at  ^liddletown.  Conn.,  is  now  a  prom- 
1  inent  clergyman  in  the  I\Iethodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 
!  being  stationed  at  present  at  Waltham,  Mass.  Few 
j  ministers  have  been  as  successful  as  he  in  building 
j  new  churches  and  clearing  others  from  debt,  and 
j  he  is  deservedly  popular  wherever  he  has  been 
sent.  (2)  \\'aldo  S.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
I  fully  below.    (3)  Wallace  C.  is  mentioned  below. 
!       ;Mrs.  Emily  J.  (Catiin)  Knox,  whose  efiicient 
i  help  was  a  leading  factor  in  the  success  of  the  hotel, 
;  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Wallace.  She 
!  was  born  Aug.  5,  1820,  and  was  reared  at  Har- 
i  winton,  where  her  parents,  Jacob  O.  and  Diana 
:  (^^  ilcox)  Catiin,  resided  upon  a  farm.    Her  father 
:  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  locality  and  for 
I  many  years  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  She 
'  was  the  y"Oungest  in  a  family  of  eight  children, 
I  of  whom  she  is  the  only  survivor.    Of  the  others, 
I  Anna  married  Isaac  Fenn,  of  Plymouth,  and  died 
I  at  Otis,  -Mass.,  aged  sixty-six  years ;  George  was 
a  successful  merchant  in  South  Carolina,  later  in 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  he  died  in  New  Haven 
j  at  the  age  of  seventy-three ;  Rhoda  married  Syl- 
I  vester  Palmer,  of  Otis.  !Mass.,  and  died  there,  aged 
seventy-five:  Sheldon  G.,  a  proininent  merchant  in 
South  Carolina  and  later  in  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
died  in  the  latter  place  at  eighty-seven  years  of 
age :  -Vrtemisia  married  Abijah  B.  Knox,  and  died 
;  at  Westfield,  !Mass.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years; 
j  Lorenzo  died  when  nineteen  while  yet  at  home ; 
i  and  Sophronia  married  George  -A.dams,  of  New 
!  Plartford,  where  she  died  aged  seventy-five  years. 
-As  a  boy  Waldo  S.  Knox  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  localities  in  which  his  parents  re- 
sided, and  for  a  short  time  was  a  student  in  Wil- 
braham  College.    His  e-xcellent  business  ability  be- 
came apparent  at  an  early  age,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1866,  after  his  father  had  purchased  the  stage  route 
I  at 'Suffield,  he  came  alone  to  take  charge  of  it,  the 
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family  not  arriving  until  the  following  spring.  He 
(.Irovo  the  stage  for  some  time,  making  four  trips  i 
a  day.  ami,  as  stated  above,  the  0])cniiig  ot  the  hotel  | 
\vas  at  his  suggestion,  its  sueeess  demonstrating  | 
his  shrewd  judgment,  even  in  boyhood.    After  his  | 
father's  death  he  assumed  the  eares  of  the  estate 
readily,  carrying  on  the  hotel  and  stage  business 
with  his  brother,  Wallace,  and  continuing  the  trade  | 
in  horses,  which  was  then  well  established.  His 
purchases  were  chietly  made  in  Xcw  York  and  Con- 
necticut, but  he  made  annual  trips  to  Iowa,  bring- 
ing large  numbers  of  horses  east  for  sale.    He  be- 
came known  as  an  excellent  judge  of  horses,  his 
deals  being  uniformly  profitable,  and  in  his  time 
has  owned  many  valuable  specimens.     The  com- 
pletion of  the  Stiffield  branch  of  the  Xew  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  caused  the  stage 
line  to  be  abandoned,  but  the  brothers  carried  on 
the  hotel  until  iSSS,  when  they  sold  out  and  turned 
their  attention  to  the  culture  of  tobacco;  for  some 
years  they  were  also  interested  in  packing.  Our 
subject  was  a  stockholder  in  the  buttield  W  ater  I 
\\  orks  Co.,  and  has  been  identitied  with  dift'erem 
enterprises  coimected  with  local  improvement  and 
the  general  advancement  of  the  community,  serv- 
ing ten  years  as  president  of  the  Suftield  Agricult- 
ural Society.     His  political  intluence  has  always 
been  used  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party,  and  m 
1890  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  where 
his  services  were  marked  by  the  same  business-like 
-  methods  that  have  proved   so  successful   in  his 
private  attairs. 

On  Dec.  28,  1S70,  INIr.  Knox  married  ^Nliss 
Maria  Brackett,  a  native  of  Blandford,  ]Mass.,  whose 
father,  Benajah  Brackett,  a  well-known  agricult- 
urist, settled  in  Suffield  during  her  girlhood.  The 
only  child  of  this  marriage,  Carrie,  died  when  nine 
years  old.  On  retiring  from  the  hotel  'Sir.  and 
Mrs.  Knox  removed  to  the  Baptist  parsonage,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1889  our  subject  bought  property 
on  Main  street  from  Capt.  Gillett,  which  he  and  his 
brother,  Wallace,  occupied  together  for  about  nine 
years.  In  1898  our  subject  finished  building  a 
handsome  modern  residence,  one  of  the  finest  in 
Suffield,  where  he  expects  to  pass  the  afternoon  of 
life  in  comfort.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in 
social  life,  and  he  belongs  to  Apollo  Lodge,  Xo. 
59,  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  Gideon  Granger  Lodge,  X'o. 
62,  K.  P.,  at  Suffield; 

Wallace  C.  Kxox^  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Knox  Brothers,  was  born  Oct.  7,  1854,  at 
Blandford,  Mass.,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  that  town  and  of  Chester,  IMass.,  and  at  Stiffield, 
this  county.  He  also  studied  in  the  Connecticut 
Literarv'  Institute  at  Suffield  and  the  Eastman 
Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  X'.  Y.,  and  be- 
ing more  inclined  to  business  life  than  to  books 
he  immediately  after  his  father's  death  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  hotel  in  partnership  with  our  sub- 
ject. In  their  present  business  of  farming  he  has 
shown  capacity  for  successful  management,  and  has 


won  a  high  reputation  in  the  community,  having 
been  elected  ci.intimiou,-ly  for  a  numljcr  ot  vcars  as 
treasurer  of  the  Suffield  Agricultural  Si  iciety.  He 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Suffield  W  ater  W'orks 
to.,  and  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit  have  been 
manifested  in  various  wa}  s.  Socially  he  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
Apollo  Lodge,  Xo.  59,  &  A.  M.,  at  Suffield, 
while  -Mrs.  ivnox  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Repul)lican  party.  He  married  Miss  Kitty 
Sykes,  of  Suffield.  a  dauj^hier  of  hVank  and  Jane 
(Allen)  Sykes,  and  they  have  one  child,  Helen  E., 
born  Dec.  24,  1S90. 

EDWIX  WELLES,  a  well-known  and  honored 
citizen  of  Xewington,  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  distinguished  Connecticut  families,  one 
that  has  been  quite  prominent  in  both  civil  and 
military  affairs.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov. 
Thonias  W'elies,  who  was  born  in  Englainl  in  1596, 
and  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  this  country 
emigrated  to  the  Xew  World.  He  served  as  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut  in  1G55  and  1658  and  died  in 
Wethersficld,  this  State,  Jan.  14,  1O59-60.  From 
him  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  through  the 
following : 

(Ilj  John  Welles,  born  in  England  in  1621, 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  life,  and 
died  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1659. 

(III)  Capt.  Robert  Welles,  born  in  1651,  was 
made  captain  of  the  train-band  of  the  north  end  of 
Wethersficld  in  September,  1689.  He  died  June 
22,  1714. 

(IV)  Capt.  Gideon  Welles,  born  in  1686,  died  ' 
March  28,  1740.    He  was  appointed  ensign  of  the 
Xorth  Company  of  \\'ethersfield  in  IMay,  1725,  lieu- 
tenant in  May,  1731,  and  captain  in  iMay,  1735. 

(V)  Col.  Solomon  Welles,  born  Oct.  6,  1721, 
died  Sept.  18,  1802.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1739,  later  was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Sixth  Battalion  of  Foot. 

(VI)  Gen.  Roger  W'elies,  born  in  A\'ethersfield 
Dec.  29,  1753,  died  May  27,  1795.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1775,  and  taught  school  in  W'ethers- 
field  until  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out,  v.'hen 
he  entered  the  Colonial  service,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  conflict  until  hostilities  ceased.  lie 
was  captain  of  a  company  of  picked  men,  none 
less  than  six  feet  tall,  and  served  under  Gen.  La- 
Fayette  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown.  He  was  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  After  the  war  he 
was  married,  March  27,  1785,  to  Jemima  Kellogg, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Alartin  and  'Mary  (E'oardman) 
Kellogg,  and  located  in  X'ewington,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  commissioned 
general  in  the  state  militia  of  Connectictit,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  tall  man,  six  feet,  two  inches 
in  his  stockings,  had  light  brown  hair  and  blue 
eyes,  and  was  of  commanding  appearance.  Dur- 
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\\vz  llio  war  ho  was  woumlccl  by  a  bayonet  thrust 
in"\he  log-  L'ct.  14.  17S1,  aiul  in  token  ot  his  fricnd- 
sliij'  C'lOii.  L.aFavctto  presented  him  with  a  sworu. 

Roger  Welles,  born  An--.  10.  i7>jo.  was 
tlie  voungcr  of  two  sons,  and  was  left  fatherless  at 
the  "a£^e  of  four  years.  As  his  iMother,  IMartin, 
entere^^l  Yale  College  the  whole  care  of  the  farm 
devolved  upon  him  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  mother's  death,  in 
l8:?9.  he  had  charge  of  the  family  homestead.  He 
continued  to  live  in  the  ancestral  home  until  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  September,  1S55,  when  he 
erected  a  good  brick  resilience  near  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Xewington,  there  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  was  married,  April  16, 
181 5,  by  Rev.  Joab  Brace,  to  Miss  Electa  Stanley, 
who  was  born  in  July.  1796,  and  died  Oct.  25, 
1S80.  Her  father  was  Timothy  Stanley,  formerly 
of  New  Britain  and  later  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  Roger 
Welles  died  of  typhoid  fever  Xov.  18,  1859, 
Newinglon.  He  was  a  man  of  large  frame-,  broad 
shoulders  and  nearly  six  feet  tall  and  of  athletic 
physical  powers,  the  result  of  a  good  constitution 
and  a  life  of  temperance  and  simple  habits  spent  in 
personal  toil  upon  his  farm.  In  his  youth  he  was 
somewhat  noted  as  a  wrestler  and  for  his  feats  of 
strength  and  agility.  He  was  a  man  of  practical 
mind,  sound  common  sense,  excellent  judgment, 
sterling  integrity  and  Christian  uprightness,  was 
conscientious  and  true  to  his  convictions.  He 
carried  on  a  distillery  for  some  years  where  cider 
brandy  was  manufactured,  until  the  W'ashingtonian 
temperance  movement  appealed  to  his  conscience, 
and  he  abandoned  the  business.  For  about  twenty 
years  he  was  the  trusted  treasurer  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Society  in  Xewington,  and  as  a  citizen  was 
always  prompt  to  help  forward  any  good  work  by 
his  encouragement  and  financial  support.  In  1844 
he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  repre- 
senting the  town  of  W'ethersfield,  which  then  em- 
braced X^'ewington.  In  his  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  (i)  Frances  X'orton.  born  April 
12,  1816,  was  married,  ^larch  17,  1836,  to  Heze- 
kiah  Griswold.  and  died  Feb.  25.  1865.  (2)  Ed- 
win, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (3)  Charlotte  Jemima,  born  Dec.  20,  1820, 
was  married  Dec.  20.  1841,  to  Baldwin  Hart,  of 
Madison,  and  died  Ivlarch  31,'  1S58.  (4)  Julia, 
born  March  5,  1823,  married,  Aug.  23,  1843,  Henry 
Olmstead,  of  East  Hartford,  and  removed  to  Dun- 
lap,  Iowa,  where  she  died  Feb.  2,  1877.  ("5)  Abi- 
gail, born  Oct.  30,  1825,  was  married  Xov.  25, 
1852,  to  John  D.  Seymour,  of  X'ewington.  (6^ 
Roger,  born  March  7,  1829,  was  married  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  Wis.,  June  16,  1858,  to  IMercy  DeJano 
Aiken,  daughter  of  Lemuel  S.  Aiken,  of  Fairhaven, 
Mass.  (7)  Electa  Stanley,  born  Aug.  15,  1832, 
was  married  April  i"^.  1858,  to  Coleman  E.  \\'heeler, 
and  died  Jan.  10,  i86r. 

Edwin  Welles,  our  subject,  was  born  ^March 
29,  1818,  in  the  old  homestead  in  X'ewington,  which 
stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  his 


'  present  residence.    He  was  provided  with  a  good 
common-school  and  academic  education,  pursuing 
his  studies  in  Xewington,  WestheKl,  East  Hartford 
and  Xew  Britain.    At  an  early  age  he  entered  a 
;  company  of  horse  under  Gen.  Pratt,  and  met  for 
'  a  few  times  with  the  company  for  ofticers'  drill, 
appearing  in  the  street  under  Capt.  Stephen  Mor- 
gan, but  his  military  career  was  suddenly  ended 
;  by  ill  health.    His  entire  life  lias  been  passed  on 
the  home  farm,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  manu- 
1  facturer  for  a  number  of  years. 
I        In  X'ewington,  Jan.  20,  1853,  ]\Ir.  Welles  was 
;  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Lowrv  Robbins, 
;  a  daughter  of  L'nni  and  Sarah  (  Dunham  )  Robbins, 
granddaughier  of  Gideon  Dun.ham,  and  a  great- 
1  granddaughter   of   the   somewhat   famous  David 
'•  Lowry.     Three  children  were  born  of  this  union : 
Faimy  Augusta  is  at  home  :  IMary  Robbins  is  mar- 
ried to  Elford  B.  Eddy,  of  X'cw  Britain,  and  has 
three  children,  Elford  Welles.  Stanley  Robbins  and 
j  ^ilargaret  Ames ;  Charles  Edwin  is  now  engaged 
!  in  the  banking  and  stock  exchange  business  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Welles,  Herrick  &  Hicks, 
Xo.  15  Wall  street,  X^'ew'  York  City;  he  married 
;  Mary  Ames  de  Steigucr,  of  Athens,  Ohio,  who 
j  died  in  April,  1S93. 

:       IMr.  Welles  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest 
i  in  political  affairs,  first  as  a  ^^  hig  and  later  as  a 
1  Republican,  and  has  held  a  number  of  town  offices. 
He  was  also  elected  by  the  Legislature  a  county 
commissioner  for  two  successive  terms  of  three 
'  years  each,  serving  from  1861  to  1867,  and  in  t86i 
represented  Xewington  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  and  his  family  are  active  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  for  ten  years  he  served  as 
clerk  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.    He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Society,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.    He  commands  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  on  account  of  his 
sterling  worth  and  m.any  excellencies  of  character. 
'  ]Mr.  Welles  is  five  feet,  ten  and  a  half  inches  in 
height,  and  of  medium  build. 

WILLIAM  SUMXER  GOSLEE  (deceased). 
For  many  years  this  upright,  conscientious  attorney 
was  a  practitioner  at  Glastonbury.  His  life  was  an 
example  of  painstaking  and  successful  professional 

.  effort,  for  whatever  cause  he  espoused  received  his 
earnest  and  thorough  support.     He  was  renowmed 

I  as  a  lawyer,  and  practiced  among  the  people  whom 

i  he  had  knowm  from  childhood,  for  he  was  a  native 

i  of  the  town  of  Glastonbury. 

:  "Sir.  Goslee  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  Connecti- 
:  cut  family,  which  first  settled  in  Buckingham, 
j  James  Goslee,  the  father  of  our  stibject,  was  for 
many  years  a  farmer  of  Buckingham,  where  both 
I  he  and  his  brother,  Thomas,  were  large  land  holders, 
j  James  Goslee  married  Polly  Sumner,  a  native  of 
■  Hebron,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children  :  ^^'il- 
.  liam  S.,  our  subject:  Philura,  who  married  Lafay- 
ette Bosworth,  of  Vernon,  and  now  lives  at  the  old 
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li'>int.sto;\d  in  i'>uckin<;liain ;  Jemima,  w  lio  married 
Ciilhort  Stricklaiul.  of  I'.uckinj^ham,  wlicrc  she  now 
resides;  Klioda.  who  married  K.  V>.  Treat,  a  pul)- 
li.>her  in  \ew  York  eity.  and  died  in  .May,  iS  )\),  her 
husband  antl  five  ehiU'.ren  survivinc:  her  and  hvinc^ 
in  Xew  York  ;  antl  Timotiiy,  who  died  young. 

W'ilham  S.  Closlee  was  born  Aug.  15.  1S3J,  in 
Buckingham.  His  box  hood  chiys  were  sjjent  on  the 
home  farm,  while  he  attended  the  ncigliboring 
schools.  Desiring  a  liigher  education,  lie  became  a 
student  in  the  excellent  academy,  then  at  Ducking- 
ham,  and  later  attended  W  illiston  Seminary.  W'll- 
Hston,  Mass.  W  hile  a  student  there,  aged  nineteen 
years,  his  father  died.  He  returned  home  and  took 
charge  of  the  farm  for  a  time,  and  later  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Xew  Britain  Xormal  School.  Choos- 
ing the  profession  of  law  as  his  life  vocation,  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Judge  Loren  P.  Waldo,  at  Tol- 
land, as  a  stutlent.  While  reading  law  he  taught 
school  during  the  winter  in  his  native  district.  Upon 
his  admission  to  the  Bar  Mr.  Goslee  returned  to 
Glastonbury,  and  there  began  a  practice  which  he 
continued  uninterruptedly  until  his  death.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  \\  hig  in  early  life,  and  later  a  Republi- 
can. His  political  convictions  were  deep,  and  he 
became  a  leader  in  the  local  councils  of  his  party. 
He  served  the  town  in  various  public  capacities,  and 
for  several  years  was  town  clerk.  During  the  pe- 
riod the  Legislature  met  at  Xew  Haven,  in  1870, 
he  was  elected  and  served  as  State  senator,  having 
previouslv  served  as  assistant  clerk  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  as  representative  of  his  town  in  that  body. 
He  was  a  man  of  superior  intelligence,  was  an  oni- 
niverous  reader,  and,  possessing  a  retentive  memory, 
was  well  informed  upon  professional  and  public 
matters. 

'Mr.  Goslee  w-as  married,  Oct.  30,  1861,  to  ^liss 
!Mary  T.  Storrs,  who  was  born  at  ^lansfield.  Conn., 
IMay  30,  1835,  daughter  of  Dan  P.  and  ]\Iary  S.  (So- 
lace) Storrs.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born 
two  children,  one  that  died  in  infancy ;  and  Henry 
Storrs,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1872,  and  w-as  edu- 
cated in  the  common  and  select  schools  of  Glaston- 
bury, and  at  Williston  Seminary.  By  a  curious  co- 
incidence, when  his  father  died  he  was  at  the  same 
school,  and  at  the  same  age  as  his  father  w^hen  the 
father  of  the  latter  died.  Henry  Storrs  graduated 
from  \\'illiston  in  June,  1892.  He  spent  two  years 
in  X'ew  York  University,  and  is  now  practicing  law 
at  Hartford.  He  was  married  April  28,  189S,  to 
Lulu  E.  Wright,  of  Glastonbury. 

Mr.  Goslee,  our  subject,  died  at  his  home  in  Glas- 
tonbury, [March  31,  1892,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  and 
was  mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. He  was  a  prominent  member  of  Das- 
kam  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]\L,  and  filled  the  chair  of 
grand  master.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
drafted,  but  owing  to  deafness  he  did  not  serve ; 
nevertheless  he  furnished  a  substitute.  He  was  a 
lifelong  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  join- 
ing the  church  at  Glastonbury  at  the  early  age  of 
thirteen  years.    His  prosperous  professional  career 


was  the  result  of  his  own  individual  etlorts,  and  the 
self-reliance  wliich  he  dis]ilayetl  in  his  earlit'r  vears 
no  doubt  enlianced  the  measure  of  his  success.  Mr. 
(ioslee  was  a  man  of  recognized  literary  tastes  and 
ability,  and  possessed  one  of  the  tincst  libraries  in 
(ilastonljury.  His  life  jirinciples.  exemplihed  in 
every  act,  won  for  him  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
fellow  men.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Goslee 
was  engaged  in  the  compilation  of  a  local  historv  of 
Glastonlniry,  but  the  valuable  historical  data  wliich 
he  had  collected  at  the  exjicnsc  of  much  time  and 
trouble  were  lost,  as  the  manuscri])t  could  not  be 
found.  Mrs.  Goslee,  his  widov.-,  still  resides  in  the 
old  home.  She  has  proven  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  her  faitliful  life  has  won  for  her  the 
kind  regard  and  high  esteem  of  the  coiumuiiity  in 
which  she  lives. 

LEAMTT  POMEROY  BIS5ELL,  though  one 
of  the  younger  business  men  of  Suffield,  is  an  in- 
tluential  factor  in  the  welfare  of  that  town,  his 
extensive  manufacturing  enterprises  supplying  manv 
people  with  em]ilo\nient.  While  the  village-  is 
known  as  tlie  "haven  of  beautifid  homes."  it  has 
heretofore  lacked  any  adequate  means  of  supplying 
its  laboring  elements  with  ])rofitable  and  steady- 
work,  and  in  investing  his  capital  to  meet  this  need 
^Ir.  Bissell  has  shown  a  wise  appreciation  of  the 
obligations  resting  upon  v/ealth.  As  a  manufacturer 
of  cigars  and  dealer  in  leaf  tobacco  he  has  estab- 
lished a  high  reputation,  his  product  being  shipped 
to  all  ])a.Tts  of  the  United  States,  and  each  year 
sees  his  capital  increased  by  his  thrifty  manage- 
ment. He  sells  his  eoods.  keeps  his  own  books,  is 
his  own  confidential  clerk,  and  is  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  the  details  of  his  business,  yet  with  all 
his  industry  and  application  he  is  always  genial  and 
courteous  as  a  companion,  and  finds  time  to  lend 
efi'ective  and  generous  aid  to  many  worthy  public 
movements. 

Mr.  Bissell  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  his 
family  in  America,  being  a  descenuant  of  (I)  John 
Bissell,  Sr..  who  was  born  about  1591  in  the  County 
of  Somerset.  England,  and  came  to  Plymouth,  [Mass., 
in  1682.  Previous  to  1640  he  removed  to  Windsor, 
Hartford  county,  and  in  1648  or  '49  he  was  granted 
by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  the  sole  right  to  run 
a  ferrv  across  the  Connecticut  river  near  Hayden's 
Station.  This  old  ferry  is  still  operated,  but  has 
been  moved  further  down  the  stream. 

(II)  John  Bissell.  Jr..  son  of  the  pioneer,  was 
born  in  England,  and  died  in  this  county  in  1693. 
He  inherited  the  ferry  from  his  father  and  con- 
tinued to  operate  it  tlirougliout  life. 

(III)  Jeremiah  Bissell.  the  next  in  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  Feb.  22,  1677.  He  married  [Mehit- 
abel  White  and  had  a  son,  Samuel. 

(IV)  Samuel  Bissell  died  Sept.  18,  1759.  He 
was  married,  Aug.  i.  174'^.  fo  Mary  Kibbe,  of  En- 
field, this  county,  and  among  their  children  was  a 
son,  Isaac. 

(V)  Isaac  Bissell,  our  subject's  great-grandfa- 
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tlicr,  was  born  in  Windsor  Jan.  25.  1740,  and  died 
July  28.  i8-;_>.  1  k-  was  tlic  first  of  the  family  to  locate 
ill  Sufliold,  and  all  of  tlic  name  now  rosidini::  there 
are  his  descendants.  On  Jidv  4,  1776,  he  married 
Amelia  Lea\ilt,  who  was  horn  in  1757,  and  diied 
Nov.  15.  18  K).  They  had  the  followini;'  children: 
Amelia:  Amelia  (second):  Isaac:  Amelia  (third); 
Samuel:  Soplna :  Harvey:  Georj^e :  Asaph  L.,  who 
is  mentioned  below  ;  iictsey  ;  Sally  ;  Luthera  ;  and 
George  (second). 

(VI)  Dr.  Asaph  L.  Ilissell.  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Sntticld  Jan.  i.  171)1.  be- 
came a  successful  physician  and  an  inlluential  citi- 
zen of  that  locality.  His  judgment  in  business 
matters  was  exceptionally  good.  His  death  occurred 
Aug.  2,  1850.  On  June  3.  1S19.  he  married  Lucy 
Xorton,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (  King )  Nor- 
ton, and  they  had  eight  children:  Charles  S.,  our 
subject's  father;  \\'illiam  X.,  born  in  1S23.  died  in 
1843;  Francis  L..  born  in  1S25;  !Mary,  who  died 
in  childhood  :  Hilary  A.,  born  Sept.  28,  1828,  who 
married  Horace  E.  Mather;  Emilv  L.,  born  in  1831, 
who  married  X.  S.  Bouton.  of  Chicago.  111.,  and 
died  Sept.  12,  1857:  Harvey  L.,  born  in  1S34;  and 
Eugene,  born  Xov.  i,  1S39. 

(\'H)  Charles  S.  Bissell.  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  April  5,  1821,  in  Suffield,  where  he  con- 
tinned  to  reside  until  his  death,  on  Feb.  2,  1S87. 
At  an  early  age  he  began  to  manifest  unusual  busi- 
ness ability,  and  for  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  financiers  of  this  section.  He  seemed  to 
have  an  intuitive  knowledge  as  to  the  worth  of  an 
investment,  his  opinions  carrying  much  weight  with 
his  associates  in  business,  and  his  ventures  proved 
uniformlv  profitable.  At  one  time  he  was  a  di- 
rector in  the  old  Continental  Insurance  Co.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  strong  Republican,  but  he  never 
sought  public  honors  as  a  reward  for  partisan  work. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  and 
his  wealth  enabled  him  to  assist  in  many  worthy 
movements.  He  married  3iliss  ^laria  E.  Pomeroy, 
of  Suflield.  and  had  two  children :  Leavitt  P.,  our 
subject;  and  Charles  C,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
L.  P.  Bissell,  Bro.  &  Co.,  of  Suffield.  The  mother, 
who  is  still  living,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  G. 
Pomeroy,  of  Suffield.  She  was  born  in  Suffield, 
the  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  3ilaria  Granger  Pom- 
eroy, and  is  a  sister  of  the  late  A.  G.  Pomeroy,  the 
well-known  tobacco  dealer  of  Hartford,  former! v 
of  Suffiel  1. 

(VIII)  Leavitt  P.  Bissell  was  born  April  18, 
1865,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Suf- 
field and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  with 
one  year  of  study  at  Wiibraham  Academy.  As  a 
boy  he  gained  many  practical  business  ideas  from 
observing  his  father's  operations,  and  at  nineteen 
he  started  upon  his  career  by  accepting  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  home  oftice  of  the  Travelers  In- 
surance Company  at  Hartford.  His  capabilities 
brought  him  one  promotion  after  another  until  he 
was  the  second  in  rank  in  the  auditing  depart- 
ment, and  after  six  years  in  the  office  he  left  it  to 
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engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  W.  B.  Drake  dJc  Co..  cigar  man- 
ufacturers of  Suflield.  -Mr.  Drake's  death  caused 
a  change  in  the  firm  in  I'ebruary,  1805,  our  sul)- 
ject  becoming  sole  proprietor  and  coivlucting  the 
I  firm  under  the  name  of  L.  P.  ilissell  with  nnirked 
'  success,  the  output  now  averaging  over  a  million 
cigars  annually.  In  1897  Mr.  Bissell  became  in- 
terested in  the  leaf  tobacco  business  as  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Iv.  V.  Brome  Co.,  soon  afterward 
buying  Air.  Brome's  share  in  this  concern.  For  a 
time  he  conducted  both  establishments  alone,  but 
in  the  fall  of  i8c)8  his  brother  jLiined  him  and  they 
organized  the  firm  of  L.  P.  Bissell,  Bro.  &  Co.  He 
is  also  largely  interested  in  growing  tobacco,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  The  Bissell 
Graves  Co.,  of  which  he  is  secretarv  and  treasurer. 
They  own  one  of  the  finest  tobacco  farms  in  the 
Connecticut  valley,  located  about  rwo  miles  from 
Suftield  Center,  where  they  grow  from  seventy- 
five  to  one  hundred  acres  of  tobacco  annually.  !Mr. 
Bissell's  well-proven  sagacity  has  made  his  co-op- 
eration or  recognized  value  in  other  lines,  and  he 
has  been  connected  with  various  corporate  ventures ; 
is  a  director  of  the  Suffield  Water  Works  Co.,  and 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institution, 
of  which  he  was  secretary  of  the  board  for  several 
years. 

In  1888  ^It.  Bissell  married  ]\Iiss  ^^lary  Weston. 
Gilbert,  daughter  of  Weston  and  .Mary  (Loomis) 
Gilbert,  of  Suffield,  and  live  children  have  bright- 
ened his  home,  two  of  whom  are  livin.g,  Arthur  G. 
and  ]\Iary  W.  Tvlr.  Bissell  and  nis  accomplished 
wife  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles,  and 
he  is  identified  with  Torrington  Lodge,  X"o.  372, 
B.  P.  O.  E. ;  Apollo  Lodge,  Xo.  59,  F.  &  A.  AL, 
of  Suffield ;  ^\'a5Ilington  Chapter,  Xo.  30,  R.  A. 
M. ;  Washington  Commandery,  Xo.  i,  K.  T.,  at 
Hartford ;  Sphinx  Temple.  Xobles  of  the  3>Iystic 
Shrine,  at  Flartford,  and  Gideon  Granger  Lodge. 
Xo.  62.  K.  P.,  at  Suffield,  of  which  he  is  a  charter 
member. 

ALBION  CLARK  RUSSELL,  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  A.  C.  &  W.  E.  Russell,  toliacco 
j  growers  and  general  farmers  of  Suffield,  was  born 
j  in  Russell,  ]\Iass.,  Aug.  22,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
1  Abel  and  Emeline  (Loomis)  Russell,  as  well  as 
j  a  brother  of  E.  A.  Russell,  in  whose  sketch  on  an- 
I  other  page  will  be  found  mention  of  several  interest- 
I  ing  facts  touching  the  family  historv. 

Almon  C.  Russell  received  a  soutid  common- 
school  education.  He  remained  in  Russell  until 
1858,  when  he  went  to  Blandford,  Mass.,  follow- 
ing farming  there  until  1870.  Returning  to  Rus- 
sell he  farmed  there  until  1880,  v.dien  he  came  to 
Suffield  and  purchased  from  Charles  Woodworth 
v.-hat  was  known  as  the  Almon  Allen  place  and  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising  and  dairying;  now  the  farm, 
which  comprises  sixty-six  acres,  is  devoted  cliiefiv 
to  tobacco  culture.  :Mr.  Russell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, Oct.  I,  1854,  with  Ann  Eliza  Sperrv,  born 
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Doc.  4.  iSj^),  who  died  Ajiril  3,  1S85,  a  mcnibcr  of 
tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluinrh  at  lUandtMrd:  her 
roinains  \vcrc  interred  at  Sviftield.  To  iliis  niar- 
riaL:e  were  horn  four  chiUh'en  :  Willis  Udwin.  Sarah 
EHzahelh,  ICvcline  Sporry  and  .Mary  Ivaiily. 

t^l)  Willis  lidwin  Russell  was  horn  July  (>,  1S55, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Blandiord, 
Mass.,  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  of 
Sutrield,  Conn.,  and  since  leaving-  school  has  been 
associatctl  with  his  lather  in  farming,  being  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  C.  &  \V.  E.  Rus- 
sell. He  married,  June  jj,  iSSi,  at  Blandford, 
Miss  Emma  Eugenia  Culver,  a  native  of  the  town, 
born  Dec.  _'4,  1856,  and  a  daughter  of  Dexter  and 
Roxanna  (Sanderson)  Culver.  Two  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  Howard  Frank,  born  ?\[arch  4, 
1SS3,  who  is  now  attending  the  Sutheld  Institute; 
and  Grace  Eliza,  bcrn  Jan.  10,  18SS.  W^  E.  Rus- 
sell is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  sought 
otlice ;  in  religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist,  has 
been  a  deacon  in  the  Church  for  three  years,  has 
served  as  Sunday  school  teacher  and  superintend- 
ent, and  is  a  member  of  the  Society  committee. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  Sufheld's  most 
energetic  and  enterprising  votmg  citizens. 

(2)  Sarah  Elizabeth  Russell  was  born  ]\larch 
29,  1857,  and  died  in  Rlandford,  Oct.  19,  1859. 

(3)  Eveline  Sperry  Russell  was  born  in  Bland- 
ford  Dec.  2,  i860,  and  was  married  in  Suffield,  Jan. 
12,  1887,  to  Emerson  Wells  Oatley.  He  was  born 
Aug.  31,  1856,  a  son  of  Emerson  and  Charlotte 
(Herrick)  Oatley,  and  is  now  living  in  Springtield, 
]\lass.,  where  ^Ir.  Oatley  is  a  trucker.  One  child. 
Hazel  Belle,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  }*Irs.  Oatley, 
April  7,  1890,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1899. 

(4)  Mary  Emily  Russell  was  born  in  Blandford, 
June  6,  1863,  and  was  married  Oct.  17,  1883,  to 
David  Lester  Brockett,  who  was  born  ]\Iarch  13, 
1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  J.  and  ]\Iaria  (Gibbs) 
Brockett.  To  David  L.  and  ]\Iary  Emily  Brockett 
one  child,  3.1abel  Eliza,  was  born  [March  25,  1890. 

The  second  marriage-  of  Almon  Clark  Russell, 
to  Aurelia  Loomis,  widow  of  Chester  H.  Curtis, 
took  place  'May  11,  1887.  She  was  born  July  7, 
1829,  in  Southampton,  IVIass.,  died  April  24,  1895, 
in  Suffield,  and  was  interred  in  Russell,  Mass.,  be- 
side her  husband. 

A.  C.  Russell  has  long  been  a  Republican  in 
politics,  has  done  his  full  duty  in  behalf  of  the 
party  at  the  polls,  but  has  never  sought  political 
preferment.  He  is  somewh.at  liberal  in  his  views 
on  religion,  but  is  a  sincere  Christian,  is  very  active 
in  educational  matters,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
school  committee  in  Blandford.  He  is  recognized 
as  a  gentleman  of  sound  judgment  and  splendid 
business  ability,  and  is  classed  among  Suftield's  fore- 
most citizens. 

No  family  in  Suffield  has  attained  a  higher  de- 
gree of  usefulness  and  self-earned  respect  than  that 
of  Almon  C.  Russell,  and  their  long  line  of  an- 
cestrv  has  found  in  both  father  and  son  descendants 


well  worthy  the  name,  and  fully  cajialjle  of  main- 
taining the  untarnished  reputation  of  their  worthy 
sires. 

The  Sperry  family,  from  which  Mrs.  .\nn  Eliza 
Russell  descended  is  one  of  old  Colonial  respecta- 
bility, l^lihu  Si)crry,  one  of  its  luenibers,  was  born 
in  Xorth  Haven,  Conn..  }klarch  21,  i747,  was  a 
farmer.  He  removetl  lo  Blandford,  Mass.,  in  1783, 
and  there  died,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon.  He  had 
married,  ?\larch  10,  1774,  Abigail  Barnes,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  to  this  union  were  born,  in, 
Xorth  Haven.  Lola  (who  died  unmarried),  Caleb, 
Elihu  and  Ik-ady ;  in  Blandford  were  born  David, 
May  6.  1787,  and  Abigail,  Sept.  6.  1791.  A  short 
time  before  his  death  Deacon  Elihu  Spcrrv  wrote 
upon  the  blank  pages  of  his  Bible  as  follows  : 

I,  Elihu  Sperry,  was  born  in  Xorth  Haven,  in  tlic  .State 
of  Cimnecticut,  in  the  year  uf  niir  Lord  one  thousanii  seven 
b.undred  and  forty-seven,  on  the  twenly-tirst  day  of  March. 
As  near  as  I  recollect  I  became  a  member  of  the  Church  in 
the  place  of  my  nativity,  about  forty-two  years  ago,  and 
removed  to  tins  town  when  1  was  thirty-si.x  years  of  age. 
Being  now  in  a  feeble  state  of  hcahh,  and,  as  1  apprefiend, 
near  the  close  of  life,  I  wisli  \i)  leave  the  following  ad\'ice  as 
a  testimony  of  my  desire  for  the  sjiiritual  welfare  of  my 
family,  the  Church  and  the  world: 

1.  I  advise  my  wife  and  children  to  attend  especially 
to  those  things  which  are  spiritual  and  divine;  to  maintain  a 
constant  intercourse  with  God  by  public  and  private  prayer; 
faithfully  to  observe  the  ordinances  of  His  House;  to  regard 
with  kindness  and  affection  their  brethren  and  sisters  in  the 
Church ;  and  to  trust  not  in  their  own  righteousness  but  in 
the  righteousness  of  Chritt. 

2.  I  desire  to  be  thankful  to  the  God  of  all  mercy  and 
grace  for  the  honor  which  the  Church  in  this  place  has  con- 
ferred upon  me  in  appointing  me  one  of  its  officers;  for  the 
respect  and  kindness  with  which  its  members  have  ever 
treated  me  and  for  the  numerous  gifts  and  attentions  which 
they  have  bestowed  upon  me.  For  all  these  favors  I  return 
the  Church  my  sincere  thanks.  My  earnest  prayer  t(j  God 
is  that  its  members  may  walk  t(.igether  in  Ijroiherly  iove, 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  presence  of  the  Savior,  that  they 
may  have  their  graces  strengthened  and  their  numbers 
increased;  that  they  may  abound  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  and  that  the  blessing  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  may  rest  upon  them. 

3.  I  also  return  my  thanks  to  all  my  neighbors  for  the 
many  kindnesses  which  they  have  shown  me.  May  the 
blessing  of  heaven  rest  upon  them  and  their  families.  I 
hope  they  and  all  the  people  in  this  place  will  feel  the 
importance  of  a  better  ptirtion  than  this  world  can  give. 
May  pure  religion  be  revived  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  may 
they  be  prepared  for  the  coming  and  kingdom  of  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Cfirist.  1  also  wish  to  express  my 
ardent  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  religion  throughout  the 
earth  and  that  the  Lord  would  arise  and  build  up  Zi<>n  and 
fill  the  whole  earth  with  his  glory.  I  also  wish  to  express 
my  t'lrni  belief  that  the  doctrines  of  ,  the  Bible  which  are 
generally  denominated  the  doctrines  of  grace  are  true  and 
faithful.' 

[Signed.]  Elihu  Sperkv. 

Blandford,  Mass.,  March  20,  1822. 

Caleb  Sperry,  grandfather  of  ^Irs.  Russell,  was 
born  Nov.  11,  1777,  v\-as  reared  a  wagonrnaker, 
and  finally  became  a  farmer.    He  tnarried,  l'^_-b. 

3,  1807,  HuUla  Hawkins,  a  daughter  of  

and  ]\Iollie  (Henry)  Hawkins,  and  died  April  17, 
1858,  leaving  his  widow  and  two  sons.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Rachel  Mahala.  born  Aug. 
13,  1809,  died  single  iSIay  14.  1S48;  David  Gilbert, 
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born  Julv  lo.  1813:  Jo^cpli  Donslow.  born  Ych.  13. 
1S18.  died  March  7,  iSjj;  Mary  Kiizabelli,  born 
July  13.  1SJ4.  died  sini^lc  juno  JO,  iS.jj;  and  Henry 
i'.arne-.  l)or!i  Jan.  jo,  i8j().  In  Deeeinl)er,  iSoO, 
Mrs.  Sperrv  removed  Xo  the  li.v.ne  of  her  son. 
David  li.,  in  Waynesburj;-.  I'enn.,  ;ind  hUer  to  1 '.en- 
ton  Center,  near  Scranton,  Ponn.,  wliere  her  death 
occnrreil  Jan.  13,  1874,  and  where  she  was  buried. 

David  G.  Spcrry, .father  ot  Mrs.  Russell,  was 
born  in  Blandford,  ^lass.,  and  was  reared  a  farmer. 
On  May  19.  1836,  he  th.ere  married  Polly  Parks, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (  Shurilctt )  Parks, 
I\lrs.  Sperry  died  in  Blandford,  Sept.  28,  1S52,  the 
mother  of  six  children  :  Ann  ILliza,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Almon  C.  Russell;  Edwin  David,  born  July 
15,  1838;  Mary  Elizabeth.  July  11.  1843:  Dexter 
Eugene.  July  14.  1845:  Eveline  ?^Iaria.  Sept.  21. 
1846:  and  Emily  Josephine.  Sept.  21,  1S52.  After 
"the  death  of  liis  wife  J3avid  Sperry  removed  to 
Uniontown,  Penn.,  where  lie  kept  a  hotel  for  some 
years,  and  then  went  to  Maple  Earm,  Greensboro, 
Greene  county,  in  1865.  and  to  W'aynesburg,  in 
1S66.  In  April.  1867,  he  moved  to  Scranton.  where 
he  lived  until  1873.  when  he  removed  to  Benton 
Center,  and  there  he  remained,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, until  1876,  when  he  made  his  final  home  in 
Philadelphia;  he  died  there  Sept.  19,  of  the  same 
3'ear. 

For  his  second  wife  ^Ir.  Sperrv  married  Cath- 
erine Herbert,  who  was  born  Dec.  22.  1S30,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (X'ance)  Herbert, 
of  Connellsville.  Penn.,  and  to  this  marriage  came 
two  children  ;  Frank  Herbert,  born  Jan.  26,  1859, 
who  died  in  Scranton.  Xov.  19.  1878;  and  Alice 
Rosella.  born  April  5,  1862.  The  mother  of  tiiese 
died  in  Philadelphia  in  1899. 

WILUA^I  SIERIXG  (deceased)  w-as  an  ener-^ 
getic  and  successful  business  man  of  X'ew  Britain, 
and  part  ovcner  of  the  Siering  &  Holmes  block,  the 
finest  and  most  substantially  constructed  business 
building  in  the  city,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  State. 
For  some  years  he  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  liquor  interests,  and  he  was  active  in  the  promo- 
tion of  various  enterprises  in  his  city,  including  the 
New  Britain  Telephone  Co.,  in  which  he  was  a 
stockholder. 

Mr.  Siering  was  born  ]March  4.  1851,  in  Eliza- 
beth, X.  J.,  atid  was  of  German  ancestry  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines.  George  Siering.  his 
father,  was  born  in  1823,  in  Bavaria.  Germany, 
where  he  attended  school  from  his  seventh  to  his 
fourteenth  }ear.  According-  to  the  custom  of  his 
country,  he  learned  a  trade,  choosing  that  of  baker, 
which  he  followed  for  a  short  time.  He  served  in 
the  German  armv  during  the  Revolution  of  1848, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1849  came  to  America  with  his 
wife,  Catherine  Host,  also  a  native  of  l^.avaria,  born 
July  6,  1825.  After  his  arrival  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  a  time,  and  later  he  retnoved  to  Xew 
Britain,  where  he  learned  the  miller's  trade  with 
the  Russell  &  Erwin  Co.    This  business  he  followed 


j  until  1857,  when  he  bought  a  saloon  and  boarding- 
i  hc'U.-e  .11  the  corner  of  Eafayeile  and  (-iro\-c  streets, 
i  in  the  rear  of  the  screw  sli.'p.    In  the  fall  ot  1859 
I  he  Sold  out,  and  i(>r  some  time  was  eni])loyed  in  the 
i  O.  ]!.  Xorth  foundry.    When  that  establishment 
i  was  burned,  in  1863,  he  returned  to  the  Russell  & 
I  l->win  Co.,  with  ^vhom  he  remained  until  the  strike, 
i  ten  vears  later,    l-^or  about  three  \ears  he  was  in 
I  the  employ  of  Taylor's  Malleable  Iron  Works,  but 
in  1870  he  went  to  Mcriden,  where  he  worketl  as  a 
brass  molder  for  a  year,  and  spent  the  following  year 
in  Xaugatuck,  in  the  same  business.    He  was  an 
expert  molder,  and  continued  his  work  quite  stead- 
ilv  until  a  few  vears  previous  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
j  curred  in  Xovember,  1886.   He  was  a  member  of  the 
j  Lutheran  Church,  and  as  an  intelligent  citizen  took 
!  much  interest  in  public  questions,  affiliating  with  the 
j  Democratic  party  in  politics.     His  estimable  wife 
j  stirvives  him  wh'h  eight  chiklren  :  (  i)  Hannah  mar- 
ried \'alentine  i!ollever.    (2)  William  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.     (3)  Katherine  married  (first) 
John  Yost,  and  (second)  a  Mr.  Speigel,  of  Xew 
Haven.    (4)  George,  a  barl'cr  in  Xew  Britain,  mar- 
ried [Miss  Hashfield.  of  [Meriden.    (5)  Annie  mar- 
ried Paul  Berner,  of  X'ew  Haven.  (6)  Lena  married 
William  Gilbert,  of  Xew  Britain.   (7)  Louisa  mar- 
ried Louis  ]\liller.  (8)  ^^lagg-ie  married  Frank  Bentz. 

Our  subject's  education  was  begun  in  the  Burrltt 
school,  X'ew  Britain,  but  when  he  was  eight  years  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Curtis  Hill,  and  he  attended 
the  schools  of  the  fourth  district  for  some  time. 
!  After  reaching  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  only  at- 
tended night  school,  but  througli  private  study  he 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  German  and  Eng- 
lish, and  became  especially  well  informed  upon  the 
German  wars  and  our  own  Civil  war.  As  a  boy' 
he  was  emplo^•ed  in  the  \Mieeler  factory,  in  making 
currv-combs,  and  as  core-maker  in  the  Russell  & 
Erwin  shops.  For  som'e  time  he  worked  for  O.  B. 
Xorth,  and  when  his  factorv  burned  he  went  to  the 
[Malleable  Iron  Works.  His  ability  secured  him 
responsible  positions,  and  the  first  pin  machine  set 
j  up  in  the  Stanlev  ^^'orks  was  under  his  charge  for 
I  a  time.  He  spent  one  year  with  the  Xew  Britain 
Hosiery  Co.,  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  finishing  de- 
partment of  the  Russell  &  Erwin  factory,  and  for 
a  time  was  employed  by  the  Landers,  Frary  & 
Clark  Co.,  and  in  the  turning  department  of  the 
Xorth  &  Judd  shops.  In  i8'')7  he  spent  six  months 
!  at  the  barber's  trade,  and  later  after  a  short  time 
!  in  the  L'nion  Grocery  and  Feed  Store,  he  went  to 
Hartford,  where  he  tended  bar  for  three  months. 
On  his  return  to  X'ew  Britain  he  again  worked  for 
the  Russell  &  Erwin  Co..  and  the  Stanley  Co..  but 
in  the  fall  of  1S68  he  became  interested  in  the  bar- 
ber's trade  with  Christian  Hess.  In  April,  1871,  he 
started  in  business  for  himself  in  the  \'ienna  Bakery, 
and  in  1872.  he  opened  a  barber  >hop  under  the  post 
office,  where  he  continued  for  several  years,  having 
fourteen  apprentices  durine  that  time.  In  May,  1881, 
he  sold  out  and  purchased  Harry  Watkins'  saloon 
at  Xo.  C8  West  Main  street,  and  engaged  in  the 
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liquor  business.  In  April.  iSSn.  ho  rented  a  build- 
ing" on  Comniereial  .^;rcei.  wliieh  he  jnirehasod  iwo 
years  later,  and  in  iSS  i  he  l.iouglu  the  W'atkins 
pre>perl\.  In  i8i;C)  lie  lugan  ih?  erectii  n  of  the 
Siering"  &  Iloh.ues  bloek.  in  i>anner>hi])  with  J.  W. 
Holmes,  eonipleting-  it  in  iSo,v  As  a  staneh  Denni- 
crat  Mr.  Siering'  took  an  aeiive  iiiterest  at  times  in 
jvlitioa!  aliairs,  and  in  1S7J  lie  served  as  constable. 
J'or  fifteen  years  b,e  was  pa'^k  emnmissionor.  and 
dm'in.g"  the  building"  of  St.  Je">hn"s  Lutheran  Clinreh, 
of  wliieh  lie  was  a  trustee,  he  was  a  leading  worker 
in  the  enterprise.  He  beKinged  to  the  Xew  Ilritain 
Rifle  Club,  being:  a  noted  mark-man  ;  was  also  con- 
nected with  St.  Elmo  Lodge.  K.  of  P. :  Gerstaecker 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  1-'..  a  German  lodge;  the  Order  of 
Foresters:  tlie  Turnverein,  and  Concordia  Lk'nevo- 
lent  Society.  He  believed  in  enjoying"  life,  having 
manv  friends,  and  in  1883  went  to  Europe,  intending 
!(.;  visit  German V  and  other  countries,  but  after  a 
"brief  stav  in  London  and  Paris  one  of  the  party 
■died,  and  he  returned  home. 

In  iSSS  INlr.  Siering  married  INIiss  Emma  Ko- 
iiold.  a  native  of  ColHnsville,  this  county.  Her 
father,  Mattliew  Konold,  a  highly-respected  citizen, 
■vvas  foreman  in  the  ax  factory  in  that  place,  for 
forty  years,  and  manufactured  hammers  for  the  use 
of  California  gold  miners. 

ALFRED  ^^^  FLAXMER.  Prominent  among 
the  enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of 
AVethersfield  is  the  subject  of  this  sketcli — the 
jtmior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bulklev  &  Hanmer, 
general  merchants.  In  business  affairs  he  is  notably 
reliable,  systematic  and  methodical,  and  his  sagac- 
ity, keen  discrimiiiation  and  sound  judgment  have 
made  him  an  important  factor  in.  ljusiness  circles. 

^Ir.  Hanmjir  was  born  in  Wether sheld  Mav  i;-;, 
1867,  and  belongs  to  a  family  that  was  early 
founded  in  [Massachusetts  anil  other  sections  of 
A'ew  England.  The  first  to  conie  to  W'ethersfield 
Avas  Francis  Hanmer,  of  Boston,  where  he  had 
"married  a  IMiss  King.  Fie  becaiue  a  land  owner  and 
general  farmer  of  Wethersfield,  where  he  spent  the 
rem.ainder  of  his  life. 

His  son,  Francis  Hanmer,  Jr.,  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  W'ethersfield,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. His  remains  were  interred  in  W'ethersfield. 
On  'Slay  4,  1730.  he  married  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and 
they  had  ten  children,  \vhose  names  and  dates  of 
"birth  were  as  follows:  John.  Aug.  2,  1731  :  Eliza- 
"beth,  Aug.  16,  1732;  .Vbigail.  July  13,  1735  ;  Francis, 
[March  23,  1739:  Samuel,  April  16,  1741  :  Ann,  Aug. 
9.  1743:  Guy,  X'ov.  4,  1745:  James,  Dec.  10.  1747; 
Hannah.  A])ril  21,  1750:  and  Martha.  Jan.  6.  1753. 

Samuel  Hanmer,  son  of  Francis,  Jr.,  also  made 
liis  home  in  W'ethersfield  throughout  life,  his  time 
and  attention  being  devoted  to  general  farming, 
and  there  he  died  and  was  buried.  He  married 
Sarah  Wills,  and  their  children  were  Sarah,  born 
April  25,  17619;  Abigail,  Aug.  15,  1770:  Hulda, 
July  30,  1773;  Samuel,  Dec.  3,  1778;  Elizabeth, 
^vife  of  Joseph  Harris,  July  13,  1780;  Prudence, 


Sept.  26.  1782;  Xancy,  wife  of  G;de])  I'oiid,  Feb. 
12,  1785;  anti  Joseph.  Xov.  23.  1787. 

Sanniel  llamner,  Jr.,  spent  h\>  life  in  W'ethers- 
field, and  his  remains  \\  ere  interred  in  the  idd  fam- 
I  il\  cemeter\-  in  that  town.    \^^.^  married  L.ncv  Cra:ic, 
j  c  f  Wcther-iield,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
I  dren :   Sarali.  John,   Sanuiel.    Sanuiel,    Lucv  A., 

Xancy.  l^lizabeth,  ilenrv  and  Charlo. 
I  John  Ibanmcr,  the  eldest  son  in  tlie  alf  ive  fam- 
ily, was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  W'etherstield,  and  in 
early  life  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  f:u":n,  Inn  later 
he  engaged  in  the  produce  Inisiness  and  tlie  c<iasting 
trade,  as  captain  of  a  schooner  plying  betwceii 
\\'eth.ersfield  and  Xew  York.  Politicallv  he  was 
first  an  Old-line  Whig  and  later  a  Reiniblican.  and 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  local  ofiiccs,  be- 
ing a  man  well  liked  and  highly  respected  in  the 
communit}"  where  lie  resided.  He  died  at  the  old 
home  in  Vs'cthersfieUl,  where  his  daughter,  [Miss 
Elizabeth,  now  resides,  and  was  laid  t',)  rest  in  the 
Wethersfield  cemetery.  He  niarricd  Hannah 
Churchill,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  daughter 
of  Levi  Churchill  and  grandilaughter  of  Jesse 
Churchill,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionarv  war.  The 
children  liorn  of  this  union  were  Caleb:  Elizabeth; 
[Mary,  wife  of  Elizur  Goodrich,  president  of  the 
Hartford  Street  Railway  Co. ;  Henry  C.  father  of 
our  subject;  Felicia,  wife  of  Dudley  Wells;  and 
John,  a  resident  of  W'ethersfield. 

Henry  C.  Hainner  w"as  born  in  W'ethersfield 
and  educated  in  its  district  scho(5ls.  1  le  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  became  one  of  its 
I  successfid  general  farmers  and  tobacco  growers. 
Fie  died  in  A\'ethersfield  while  still  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  v\"as  laid  to  rest  in  the  ce:netery  there.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  company  of  Governor's 
Horse  Guards,  was  a  Repulilican  in  politics  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  noted  for  his  upright,  honoralile  dealings,  and 
v/as  held  in  high  esteem  bv  all  who  knew  him.  He 
married  [Miss  Clara  E.  Way,  a  native  of  Gilead, 
Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  [M.  Way.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  ladv,  a  faithful  Christian  and  good 
mother,  and  is  still  living  in  Wethersfield.  The 
children  of  the  family  were  Alfred  W.,  our  subject; 
!  Charles,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm  ;  Johri,  wiio 
died  in  St.  Louis,  [Mo.,  Feb.  19,  1895:  Edward; 
and  Williat"!!  E.,  of  W'ethersfield. 

Alfred  W'.  Hanmer  obtained  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  high  school  of 
Wethersfield,  the  South  school  of  Hartford,  and 
Wilbraham  Acadei"ny.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion he  worked  on  the  home  farm  for  six  years, 
and  then  clerked  in  a  Hartford  store  for  three 
years.  In  1892  he  formed  a  partnersb.ip  "\vith 
Charles  llulkley  under  the  firm  name  of  Pulkley  & 
Hanmer,  and  they  ha\-e  since  successfully  engaged 
in  business  in  Wcthersfiel'l  as  general  merchants, 
druggists  and  dealers  in  coal,  feed,  having  built 
up  an  excellent  trade  bv  fair  and  honorable  deal- 
ing.   [Mr.  Hanmer  is  a  man  of  good  business  abil- 


COMMEMORATIJ'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


901 


itv,  energetic  ami  proc^ressive.  and  carries  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 
The  success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  to 
liis  own  well-directed  etiorts,  ami  eoniniands  the 
respect  and  contidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact.  He  is  a  Republican  in  ]>olitics.  wa?. 
elected  first  selectman  in  iSyS,  and  has  served  as 
schcK^  treasurer  in  his  town.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  \\"etherstield  Clran<;e,  and  religiously 
both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  was  married,  in  iSyo.  to  2^1  iss 
Nellie  Talcott,  a  lady  of  culture  and  retinement. 
who  was  born  in  Hartford,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Frank  Talcott.  By  this  union  two  children  have 
been  born :    Clara  and  Francis. 

HOLCOMB  FA^HLY.  Thomas  Flolcomb,  the 
first  of  the  name  who  settled  in  Xew  England, 
came  from  England  and  located  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.  In  1634  he  was  made  a  freeman.  In  1635 
he  came  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  in  1639  removed 
to  Poquonock,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  in  Windsor  Sept.  7,  1657.  In  1639  he  was  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  town  of  Windsor  at  the 
convention  in  Hartford  called  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  His  widow, 
Elizabeth,  in  1658,  married  for  her  second  husband 
James  Eno,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Windsor. 
The  family  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Holcomb  was 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  M..  born  Xov.  16.  1634,  mar- 
ried Josiah  Ellsworth,  of  \\'indsor;  Zvlary  M.,  born 
Oct.  3,  1635,  married  George  Griswold ;  Abigail, 
baptized  Jan.  6,  163S,  married,  June  11,  1658,  Sam- 
uel Bisseil;  Joshua  was  born  Sept.  27,  1640:  Sarah, 
born  Aug.  14,  1642,  died  in  1654:  Benajah  was  born 
June  23,  1644;  Deborah,  bom  Oct.  15,  1646.  died 
in  1649:  Nathaniel  was  born  Nov.  4.  1648;  Del^orah, 
born  Feb.  15,  1650,  married,  Nov.  5,  1668,  Daniel 
Birge,  of  Windsor:  Jonathan,  born  March  23,  1652, 
died  Sept.  13,  1656. 

Joshua  Holcomb,  born  Sept.  27,  1640,  in  Wind- 
sor, when  a  young  man  removed  to  Simsbury,  wliere 
he  settled  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1690. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Simsbury  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  was  honored  and 
respected.  He  married,  June  4,  1663,  Ruth  Sherod, 
of  Sherwood,  and  to  them  nine  children  were  born : 
Ruth,  May  26,  1664:  Thomas.  March  30,  1666; 
Sarah,  June  23,  1668;  Elizabeth,  April  4.  1670; 
Joshua,  in  1672:  Deborah,  Feb.  10,  1675;  ^lary, 
in  1680;  Hannah,  in  1686:  ]\Ioses,  July  4,  168S 
(died  in  1700). 

Joshua  Holcomb,  son  of  Joshua,  was  born  in 
Simsbury  in  1672,  there  grew  ro  manhood  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  He  married  Mary 
Griffin,  May  10,  1721.  Their  eight  children,  with 
dates  of  birth,  were  as  follows  :  Joel,  Aug.  18,  1723  : 
Joshua,  Feb.  2,  1726:  Kesiah,  April  2,  172S:  Jemima 
and  Zilpah,  twins,  Aug.  12.  1730:  Ahinoam,  Feb. 
17.  ^^22-^^;  Benajah,  Sept.  9,  1737;  Jesse,  Dec.  5. 
1739- 


I       Capt.  Benajah  Holcomb,  born  Sept.  9,  1737,  was 

i  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  lived  in 
Simsbury,  and   was  engaged   in   farming-  all  liis 

I  life.  On  Aug.  5,  1703.  he  married  Eydia  Forwood, 
who  was  born  in  Simsbury,  L'ct.  27,  174O,  daughter 

!  of  Abel  ami  Hannah  (i'helps)  Forwood.  Her 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Sergt.  Joseph  Phelps. 
The  children  born  to  Capt.  Jlenajah  and  Lydia  Hol- 
comb were  as  follows:  Benajah,  Aug.  5,  1704; 
Elihu,  Aug.  20,  17O6;  and  Jemima,  l"eb.  26,  1777. 

I  Benajali  Holcomli,  born  Aug.  5,  1704,  when  a 
young  man  removed  to  that  part  of  Simsbury  wliich 
now  comprises  the  town  of  Simsbury,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life ;  he  died  in  Granby,  and  was  buried 
there.  He  married  iMary  Case,  daughter  of  Alartin 
Case,  of  Granby,  whose  father  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  children  born  to  them  were: 
Hull ;  Philo  ;  Linus,  who  died  in  Ohio ;  Salmon,  who 
died  in  Ohio ;  Polly ;  Sanuiel  and  Betsey. 

Hull  Holcomb,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Gavette  B.  Holcomb,  was  born  in  Granby,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Lucinda  Lhiel, 
of  Granb} ,  who  bore  him  five  children :  Polly,  who 
married  Chancey  Holcomb ;  Edmond,  father  of  our 
subject;  Nancy,  who  married  Asa  Hopkins;  Burt, 
who  settled  in  Paris,  111. ;  and  Laura,  who  died  un- 
married. 

Edmond  Flolcomb,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Simsbury,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  town.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm,  and 
when  a  voung  man  peddled  Vankee  notions  through- 
out the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts, 
as  well  as  in  Connecticut.  Later  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  North  Adams,  Mass.,  until 
1849,  'when  he  became  an  argonaut,  voyaging  to 
California  in  a  sailing  vessel  around  Cape  Horn. 
After  two  years  of  prospecting,  with  fair  success, 
he  returned  to  his  native  home,  making  the  trip  by- 
water,  and  located  in  Granby,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  engaged 
principally  in  general  farming.  He  greatly  im- 
proved his  farm,  died  there  in  187S,  and  was  buried 
in  Simsbury.  Air.  Holcomb  married  Harriet  E. 
Gavette,  who  was  born  in  W'ashington  county,  N. 
Y.,  daughter  of  John  and  'Slary  (Heath)  Gavette, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children :  ( i )  Gavette 
B.,  subject  of  this  sketch:  (2)  Benajah,  who  is 
now  a  rancher  in  \'alley  Centre,  San  Diego  Co., 
Cal.,  and  w'ho  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  8th  Conn.  \'.  I.  (  he  married  Nancy 
Holcomb):  (3)  Joseph  W. :  and  (4)  Cornelia,  the 
eldest  of  the  family,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  on 
the  farm  in  Granby,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury 
cemetery.  The  father  married  for  his  second  wife 
Angeline  Oatly,  of  Blandford,  Mass.,  who  bore 
him  two  children:  Walter,  now  on  the  homestead 
in  Granby;  and  Hattie,  wife  of  Burton  Nye,  of 
Blandford,  Mass.  The  family  were  memliers  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Edmond  Holcomb  was  a 
Democrat  throughout  life,  and  filled  many  town 
offices  in  Granby,  including  that  of  selectman.  He 
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was  well  known  and  very  hij^lily  respected,  pro-  i 
gTc>sive,  enleriirisin^',  honest  and  honorable  in  all  ' 
his  dealings,  and  noted  for  his  frug;al  habits.  I'.oth 
his  wives  were  good  Christian  women,  taithtnlly 
devoted  to  their  families. 

G-WETTi:  Ik  KT  lIoLCOMii,  snbject  i)roper  ot  this  ' 
sketch,  an  e.xtensive  tobacco  grower  and  general  > 
farmer  of  L-".ast  W'catoguc,  Simsbnry,  was  born  in  I 
the  town  of  Granby,  on  what  was  known  as  Barn-  \ 
door  Hill,  Jnne  lo,  1845.  attended  the  district  [ 

scliools  of  Granby  and  the  high  school  at  Westfield. 
\\"hile  yet  a  boy  at  school,  and  scarcely  past  his  ; 
seventeenth  birthday,  he  enlisted,  Aug.  9,   1862,  \ 
at  Hartfortl  in  Company   E,    16th    Conn.         I..  ! 
under  Col.  Beach  and  Lieut. -Col.  Cheney,  and  Capt. 
Babcock.    In  order  to  enlist  at  this  age  he  had  first 
to  obtain  his  father's  consent.    The  young  soldier  , 
saw  plenty  of  active  service,  and  experienced  the 
excessive  horrors  of  war.    He  particijiated  in  the 
battles  of  Antietam,  Sept.   17,  1S62;  Fredericks-  s 
burg ;  Suit  oik  :  Norfolk.  \'a. ;  and  Plymouth,  X.  C, 
where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  April  20,  1S64.  He 
was  confined  in  Andersonville  prison,  and  at  Flor- 
ence and  Charleston,  spending  eleven  months  and 
six  days  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  was  exchanged 
!March  26,  1865.    During  his  prison  life  he  experi-  | 
enced  the  keenest  suffering,  and  was  but  a  living  ! 
skeleton  when  released.    Rejoining  his  regiment  < 
in  Xorlh  Carolina,  he  remained  until  the  close  of  i 
the  war.  and  was  mustered  out  June  24,  1S65,  with  ' 
the  rank  of  sergeant.  ' 
Returning  home,  our  subject  made  an  effort  to  ; 
■  improve  his  education,  attending  W'ilbraham  Acad-  i 
emy,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  two  terms  I 
in  Simsbury.    In  1867  he  started  west  and  located  I 
at  Paris,  Edgar  Co.,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  ' 
mercantile  pursuits  for  a  year,  and  then  went  to  j 
the  Pacific  slope,  where  he  became  an  employe  on  i 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad  for  more  than  a  year,  i 
Mr.  Flolcomb  then  returned  to  Simsbury  and  settled  ; 
on  the  old  Humphrey  farm.  East  \\'eatogue,  a  tract 
of  200  acres.   He  has  since  been  engaged  in  tobacco  i 
culture  and  in  dairy  and  general  farming,  making  i 
extensive  improvements  to  the  propertv.  i 
In  December,  1871,  ^Ir.  Holcomb  married  Ellen  | 
!Maria  Humphre}-,  daughter  of  Trumbull  and  De-  i 
luna  ( Case  )  Huniphrey.    One  child  has  been  born  I 
to  this  union,  Grace  Elizabeth,  who  first  attended  I 
the  district  school,  and  was  graduated  from  Mc-  i 
lean's  Seminary  ai  the  age  of  sixteen  years.    She  ! 
also  graduated,  after  one  year's  study,  from  the  ; 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suftield,  and  for  the  ; 
past  two  years  has  been  teaching  school  at  Sims-  ! 
bury.    .She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  ' 
American    Revolution,    Abigail    Phelps    Chapter,  j 
Simsbury,  and  a  young  lady  of  character,  educa-  | 
tion,  culture  and  refinement,  modest  and  unassum-  j 
ing  in  manner.    She  visited  the  Paris  Exposition  j 
in  1900.    Mrs.  Holcomb,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  i 
is  devoted  to  her  husb?.nd  and  daughter.    In  her 
home  may  be  found  the  expression  of  beauty  and 
taste,  artistic  embellishment  and  modern  improve- 


ments at  once  revealing  I'lc  housewife  who  i!e- 
lights  in  making  home  attractive,  and  wlicsc  in- 
tellectual jH'rceptions  and  artistic  inuiiiions  aie  thus 
richly  employed. 

The  Humphrey  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Holcomb 
is  a  representative,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New 
England.  ]Michael  lJumi)hrey,  the  founder,  set- 
tled first  in  Massachusetts.  Sanuiel,  his  son.  born 
May  15,  1656,  in  Windsor,  re.noved  to  Sim.sburv, 
then  Massacoe,  with  his  parents,  and  engaged  in 
farming  at  East  Weatdgue.  lie  ownctl  a  large 
tract  of  land,  was  justice  of  the  peace  under  the 
Crown  for  several  years,  and  represented  the  town 
in  the  General  Assembly  for  the  years  1702,  171'). 
1722  and  1725.  He  was  commissioned  lieulenan.t 
about  1709  or  1710  by  Gov.  Saltonstall,  and  filled 
man}-  other  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  was 
made  justice  of  the  ]5cace  of  Hartford  county  by 
the  General  Assembl}-  in  1712,  1714.  171 5  and  17 16; 
was  collector  in  1OS7,  and  also  served  as  fence 
viewer.  He  died  in  East  W'eatogue,  June  15,  1736, 
and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  He  married  Mary 
}ilills,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Alary  (Duel)  Alills. 
She  was  born  Dec.  8,  ]6('i2,  and  died  in  East  W'ea- 
togue April  4,  1730.  The  children  of  Samuel  and 
Alary  Humphrey  were  as  follows:  (i)  Alary,  bom 
Xov.  16,  1 68 1,  married  Rev.  Dudley  Woodbridge, 
Dec.  7,  1699.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  April  22,  1684, 
married,  July  4,  1705,  John  Collyer,  of  Hartford. 
(3j  Samuel,  born  Alay  17.  1686,  died  Oct.  6,  1759. 
married,  first,  Hannah  Phelps,  second.  Alary  Tuller, 
third,  Lydia  X'orth,  and  for  his  fourth  wife  Alary 
Orton.  He  was  the  father  of  nineteen  children. 
(4)  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  2,  1688.  died  June  4,  1749. 
He  married  Alary  Ruggles.  (  5 )  Abigail,  born 
January,  1716-17,  married  John  Case,  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Holcomb)  Case.  (6)  Hannah  was  born 
April  6,  1697.  *^7)  Charles,  who  died  Alay  14, 
1774,  married  Hepzibah  Pettibone.  (8)  Xoah, 
born  in  1707,  married  Haimah  Case. 

Charles  Humphrey,  son  of  Samuel  Humphrey, 
was  born  in  East  W'eatogue,  and  was  also  a  farmer 
and  a  stock  and  corn  raiser.  He  married,  Alay  8, 
1723,  Hepzibah  Pettibone,  daughter  of  Sanuicl  S. 
Pettibone,  and  sister  of  Col.  Jonathan  Pettibone. 
The  children  born  to  Charles  and  Hepzibah  Hum- 
phrey were:  (i)  Hepzibah,  born  Oct.  26,  1724,  died 
Feb.  25,  1755.  She  married,  Sept.  25,  1740.  Scrgt. 
Elisha  Cornish,  son  of  James  Cornish.  (2  )  Dorcas, 
born  Feb.  4,  1727,  died  June  17,  1805.  Slie  mar- 
ried. April  14,  1743.  Lieut.  Dudley,  son  of  David 
and  Penelope  (BiUtolphj  Case,  born  Xov.  23,  1723. 
(3)  Judith,  born  July  11,  1729,  died  June  5,  1808. 
She  married,  Aug.  14,  1746,  Jeremiah  Case,  son  of 
Capt.  James  and  Esther  (Fithen  )  Case,  born  July 
13,  1726.  (4)  Caroline,  born  Feb.  25,  1731-32,  died 
in  January,  1771.  She  married  (first)  Benajah 
Humphrey,  and  (second)  Sylvanus  Case,  a  son  of 
Richard  and  Alary  (Holcomb)  Case.  (5)  Charles, 
born  Alarch  6,  1734,  died  in  1779.  He  married 
Sarah  Humplirey.  (6)  Sylvaiuis,  born  Feb.  17, 
1 735'  tlied  June   14.   1776.    Fle  married  Charity 
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rcUilionc.      (7)     Marie,    born    Ajiril    u,  l^.v"^, 
died   -May    u,    1759.      She   married   Lieut.  Na- 
thaniel Humphrey.    (8)  Abraliam,  born  June  6, 
1740.  died  in   I7!.'7.    He  married    Lois    .Merrill.  1 
(9)  Lot,  born  May  19,  1743.  ilied  Mav  JO,  1743. 

Sylvanus  Humphrey,  born  I'eb.  17,  i735-o'*-  i''' 
Simsburv,  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  He 
married,  Sejit.  22,  1763,  Charity,  born  June  30. 
1744,  died  Oct.  5,  1803,  daughter  of  Ji>hn  and 
Damaris  (Humphrey)  Pettibone,  of  Simsbur)-.  His 
widow  married  Elisha  Cornish,  and  later  Aniasa 
Case.  The  children  born  to  Sylvanus  and  Charity 
Humj^hrey  were  as  follows :  ( i )  Amaryllis,  born 
June  10,  1764,  died  ;May  31,  1S45.  She  married, 
Sept.  20,  17S0,  Capt.  Fithen  Case,  son  of  Capt. 
Josiah  and  Hester  (Higby)  Case,  of  Canton.  He 
was  born  in  1758,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1829,  in 
Canton.  (2)  Sylvanus,  born  Dec.  16,  1766,  died 
Nov.  23,  1845.  married    Betsey  Humphrey. 

'(3)  Rufus,  born  Xov.  26,  1770,  died  }ilarch  3, 
1844.  He  married  Lucy  Case.  (4)  }^[aria,  born 
June  26,  1773.  died  }\Iarch  15,  1777. 

Rufus  Humphrey,  son  of  Sylvanus,  was  boni 
in  Simsbury.  Xov.  26,  1770.  He  was  well  educated, 
and  was  quite  a  prominent  citizen.  He  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  died  on  his  farm  March  3, 
1844,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  He  married, 
June  26,  1790,  at  Simsbury,  Lucy,  daughter  of  En- 
sign Moses  and  Lucy  ( \\'i!eox )  Case.  She  was 
born  Feb.  9,  1772,  and  died  Aug.  17,  1826.  The 
children  of  Rufus  and  Lucv  Humphrey  were  as 
follows:  (i)  Rufus,  born  Dec.  14,  1794,  died  Sept. 
20,1852.  He  married  Flarriet  \Mlcox.  (  2)  ]\Iaria, 
born  April  7,  1797,  married,  Xov.  5,  1S29,  Averitt, 
son  of  Daniel  and  Esther  ( Merritt )  \Mlcox,  being 
his  second  wife.  (3)  Lucy,  born  Dec.  29,  1801, 
died  unmarried,  whiie  residing  with  her  sister.  Airs. 
Wilcox.  (4)  Drayton,  born  April  13,  1S04,  died 
April  14,  i860.  He  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Laura  Roxana  (Case)  Wilcox.  (5) 
Trumbull,  born  [March  13,  1808,  died  April  25,  1864. 
On  March  25,  1833,  he  married  Deluna  Case,  daugh- 
ter of  Friend  and  Sarah  (Casej  Case,  born  June 
2,  1809,  died  Xov.  2,  1880.  Trumbull  Humphrev 
was  a  farmer  in  East  Weatogue  all  bis  life.  He 
occupied  a  part  of  the  original  Humphrey  farm  in 
East  ^^'eatogue,  and  engaged  in  tobacco  growing 
and  general  farming,  was  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  one  of 
Sinisbury's  honored  citizens.  He  died  on  his  farm, 
and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  The  children  born  to 
Trumbull  and  Deluna  Humphrey  were  as  follows  : 
Scott  Bissell,  born  ^larch  13,  1834,  married  Julia 
Henrietta  Leonard,  and  removed  to  Kansas ;  Eliza- 
beth Maria,  born  ]May  10,  1836,  died  April  4.  1843; 
Herbert  Case,  born  Jan.  4,  1844,  removed  to  Seneca, 
Nemaha  Co.,  Kans.,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1SS8;  Ellen 
Maria,  born  Feb.  14,  1847.  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Charles  Rufus,  born  Aug.  19,  1849,  <^i*-'<J  Oct. 
16,  1899. 

Gavette  B.  Ilolcomb  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  in  1878,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 


cratic j-artv,  and  served  on  the  military  coniiniUec; 
lie  was  again  elected  in  ]S8S,  uu  the  same  ticket. 
Mr.  Holcomb  has  tilled  the  office  of  selectman  for 
upward  of  ten  years,  and  is  still  serving;  has  been 
cliairman  of  the  board,  and  un  erne  occasion  was 
nomina.ted  and  elected  by  b'Hh  [lariics.  He  served 
the  people  faiihfully  and  well.  He  has  acl^■d  as 
.school  visitor,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  scli.iul 
board.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  .\.  R.. 
Capt.  Joseph  R.  Toy  Post  Xo.  83,  and  has  filled  all 
the  offices  of  the  post  except  chaplain  ;  is  a  charter 
member  of  St.  .ALirk's  Lodge,  V.  ^  A.  M..  Simsbury, 
having  joined  the  fraternity  at  Paris,  Bl.,  when  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old  ;  and  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Association  of  Union  Ex-Prisoners  of  War. 

I\Ir.  Holcomb  is  a  director  and  stockhohler  of 
the  Simsbury  Creamery  Co.  He  is  a  progressive 
and  enterprising  citizen,  popular  and  most  highlv 
respected.  One  of  the  qualities  which  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  his  success  has  been  his  un- 
flagging industry.  IMr.  Holcomb  has  never  been 
afraid  of  hard  work,  nor  is  he  only  a  man  of  en- 
erg\-.  Fie  has  at  heart  the  well-being  of  society, 
and  has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  pop- 
ular education,  and  in  those  things  which  consti- 
tute the  higher  life  of  man.  If  good  can  come 
from  evil,  it  may  be  that  the  year  of  extreme  priva- 
tion which  he  experienced  in  Rebel  prisons,  where 
he  not  only  himself  endured  the  keenest  anguish, 
but  saw  around  him  almost  daily  one  comrade 
after  another  succiunb  to  the  final  wretchedness, 
has  given  him  a  more  serious  and  more  lielptul 
view  of  life.  He  has  ever  done  as  best  he  could 
that  which  lay  before  him,  and  that  he  has  done 
well  is  the  verdict  of  his  fellow  men. 

WTLLIAAI  TOXES  (deceased)  was  a  re- 
spected resident  of  Hockanum,  Hartford  county,  and 
was  the  eldest  son  of  David  and  [Mabel  (Cotton) 
Jones,  who  had  a  family  of  eleven  children;  both 
parents  are  now  deceased. 

David  Jones  was  an  only  son.  Pie  was  a  shoe- 
maker in  his  earlier  manhood,  but  later  became  a 
farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  Hockanum.  Mabel 
Cotton,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Cotton,  a 
seafaring  man,  and  the  eleven  children  born  to  ?Tr. 
and  [Mrs.  Jones  were  as  follows :  Elizabeth  A.,  who 
is  married  to  Watson  Pebbles,  of  Hockanum :  Will- 
iam, whose  name  opens  this  article :  [Maria,  who 
married  David  Smith,  father  of  the  present  Sheriff 
Smith;  Sarah,  wife  of  Xelson  Taylor;  Edwin,  who 
died  in  early  manhood:  Alphonso  (i),  A\ho  died 
young;  Albert  (i),  who  died  in  infancy;  Flenry, 
wdio  is  a  physician,  resides  in  [^dount  Vernon,  X. 
Y.,  and  is  married  to  Ruth  Fleming,  of  that  place ; 
Albert  (2),  married  to  Hattie  Kij)p,  and  lived  in 
Hartford;  Alphonso  (2),  who  died  in  boyhood:  and 
Roxiana,  who  also  died  young. 

William  Jones  was  born  July  13,  1821,  in  the 
house  standing  directly  nc^rth  of  that  occu];)ied  by 
Edgar  Brewer,  in  Hockanum.  He  received  but  a 
limited  education,  and  at  an  early  age  left  home  to 
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Icarii  i^hocinaking-.  Dcooming  homesick,  however, 
he  rcturnccl,  and.  leatiiint;^  l)ricklaying',  was  em- 
ployed at  various  i)laees  in  Xew  'England,  and  fol- 
lowed the  trade  nearly  all  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
although  engag'ing  al^o  in  farming. 

On  Xov.  25,  184O,  }klr.  Jones  marrietl  Miss  Ilan- 
sey  S.  Urewcr,  a  native  of  Hockanum,  born  March 
10,  iSj2,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (\"ieis  ) 
Brewer.  To  this  hajipv  marriage  were  born  two 
children:  Edward  Milton  and  George  Sumner. 
Mr.  Jones  purchased  the  farm  on  which  his  widow 
now  lives  and  built  the  residence  in  1853,  ^""^^  ^'-"^ 
acres  of  the  eig'ht  which  constitute  the  farm  are  de- 
voted to  tobacco  growing. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jones  was  a  Democrat;  in  re- 
ligion he  was  an  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  youth,  but  later  in  life  joined  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  wmch  he  became  treasurer,  and  to 
which  he  contributed  very  liberally  of  his  means. 
He  was  a  man  of  medium  stature,  was  verv  intelli- 
gent and  industrious.  He  was  a  kind  and  affection- 
ate husband  and  father,  a  true  friend,  and  a  devout 
Christian,  and  died  in  the  IMethodist  faith  May  i, 
1886,  sincerely  mourned  by  his  bereaved  family  and 
many  sorrowing  friends. 

Edward  }Jilton  Jones,  the  elder  son  of  \\'illiam 
and  Hansey  S.  Jones,  was  born  April  27,  1S50,  mar- 
ried Sarah  E.  Winn,  of  Carpenters.  Tenn.,  and  died 
in  Memphis  Xov.  5,  18S8,  his  remains  being  brought 
home  to  Hockanum,  Conn.,  to  be  interred.  His 
children,  three  in  number,  are  ]\Iabel,  wh.o  was  born 
^larch  2,  iSSo,  is  married  to  Charles  Taylor,  and  re- 
sides in  Glastonbury:  Annie  D.,  born  June  13,  1883, 
who  also  resides  in  Glastonbury ;  and  Thomas  W., 
born  Feb.  i,  1S85,  who  lives  v.-ith  his  mother  in  the 
same  village. 

George  Sumner  Jones,  the  younger  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Hansey  S.  Jones,  was  born  Jime  15,  1855, 
married  Agnes  Lusher,  who  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  July  23,  1864,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  Jime  25,  1881.  To  this  marriage  have  also 
been  born  three  children,  in  the  following  order : 
Arthur  Sumner,  Dec.  17,  1887;  Hansey  Christiana, 
Nov.  4,  1890;  and  Paul  Anton,  July  29,  1892. 

With  Mrs.  Hansey  S.  Jones,  on  the  home  place, 
lives  her  sister,  ]\Irs.  Caroline  (Brewer)  Avery, 
who  has  made  her  home  there  for  the  past  seven 
years.  The  deceased  husband  of  this  lady,  William 
Avery,  was  born  in  Groton  Jan.  7,  1813,  was  a  trav- 
eling salesman  nearly  all  his  life,  was  quite  promi- 
nent in  church  affairs,  and  died,  an  honored  citizen, 
Dec.  28,  1891.  Both  ]Mrs.  Jones  and  Mrs.  Avery 
are  greatly  respected  in  the  neighborhood,  and  live 
in  peace  and  comfort  in  the  seclusion  of  their  neat 
and  comfortable  homestead. 

HOX.  ORSOX  B.  ^lOORE.  "Man's  sociaHty 
of  nature,"  writes  the  philosopher  Carlyle,  "evinces 
itself,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  said,  with  an 
abundance  of  evidence,  by  this  one  fact,  were  there 
no  other — the  unspeakable  delignt  he  takes  in  bi- 
ography."   The  history  of  this  venerable  resident 


of  Winilsor  will  be  of  more  llian  usual  interest  to 
our  readers,  his  long  antl  useful  career  having  won 
for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  of 
this  section.  As  a  useful  business  man,  an  ab'e 
and  faithful  legislator,  and  a  progressive,  public- 
spirited  citizen,  his  life  furni.'-hes  an  instructive  ob- 
ject lesson. 

Mr.  Moore  belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  pione,:r 
families  of  liis  town,  his  ancestors  having  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  there  from  an  early  day. 
Joseph  ^loore,  his  great-grandfather,  livetl  and  died 
upon  a  farm. in  that  town.  Elisha  Moore,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  who  served  in  the  commissary 
department  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  left  a  valuable  estate  to  his 
sons.  He  married  Hannah  Moore,  and  had  a  large 
family,  among  whom  were  four  sons:  William, 
Elisha.  Thomas  and  Orson.  ■ 

William  ]\Ioore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Windsor  in  1780,  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  at  the  present  liomestead,  wliere  he  followed 
farming  many  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1862, 
when  he  was  aged  eighty-two  years.  He  was  noted 
for  his  musical  gifts,  and  from  early  manhood  was 
an  excellent  performer  upon  the  violin,  his  old 
violin  being  now  in  our  subject's  possession.  As 
a  citizen  he  was  much  respected,  but  he  never 
sought  prominence  in  public  affairs,  although  he 
was"  throughout  his  life  a  stanch  Democrat.  His 
wife.  Lydia  Case,  was  born  in  1783  in  Bloomfield, 
a  daughter  of  Deacon  Amasa  Case,  and  died  in 
1872,  within  one  month  of  her  ninetieth  birthday, 
her  remains  being  interred  in  Windsor  cemetery. 
They  had  ten  children:  Esther  Jane,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventv-three,  unmarried;  Catherine, 
deceased,  who  married  ^lartin  Barber ;  Amanda,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Harry  Halsey ;  ^vlargaret,  who 
married  James  Roberts,  and  died  in  California ; 
Lydia,  who  married  Horace  E.  Roberts,  and  died  at 
Feeding  Hills,  Mass. :  Julia,  who  married  Ferdinand 
Calkins,  of  Xew  York  State,  and  died  in  Xew  York 
City;  Eliza,  who  died  unmarried;  Harriet,  deceased, 
who  married  Henry  Holman ;  Orson  B.,  cur  sub- 
ject; and  John,  formerly  a  partner  with  our  sub- 
ject in  farming  and  the  brickmaking  business,  who 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  a  substantial 
citizen,  greatlv  esteemed  in  the  community,  and  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  unmarried. 

Orson  B.  ]\Ioore  was  born  ^lay  11,  1818,  at  his 
present  homestead,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  His 
education  was  begun  in  the  old  "Bucktown.  school 
house,"  Ivliss  Laura  Barber  being  one  of  his  early 
teachers,  and  later  he  attended  Windsor  Academy. 
He  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry,  and  while  as- 
sisting in  the  work  of  the  farm  was  often  employed 
in  hauling  brick  from  that  neighborhoofl  to  Hart- 
ford with  ox-teams  for  different  brickmakers.  While 
yet  in  his  'teens  he  was  employed  in  a  grocery  on 
Xorth  Main  street  owned  by  Jeremiah  Tuller,  his 
wages  being  fixed  at  thirty  rlollars  jjer  year,  but 
his  employer  failed  at  tne  end  of  tne  first  year  and 
he  received  only  a  trunk  in  addition  to  his  board. 
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lie  aticrward  worked  for  a  liino  in  Xew  York 
State  as  a  tann  liaml.  and  in  the  middle  of  a  eold 
winter  he  walked  all  the  way  from  Hamilton,  X. 
Y.,  to  (."inilford,  Conn.,  to  find  sin'.ilar  employment. 
His  feet  were  badly  frozen  while  on  this  journey, 
anil  bnt  for  the  Icindness  of  the  people  alon;_;-  the 
wav  the  results  might  liavc  been  serious.  After 
an  absenee  of  five  years  he  returneil  home  and  en- 
q-aged  in  brickmaking  and  farming  in  partnership 
witli  his  brother  John,  with  whom  he  continued  un- 
til the  death  of  tlie  latter.  The  firm  was  known  as 
Moore  Brothers,  and  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  in 
business  circles,  the  product  of  their  brickyard 
finding  ready  sale  in  Hartford,  Xew  London  and 
other  markets.  They  purchased  the  liomestead 
from  the  other  heirs,  and  as  time  passed  bought 
other  property  until  they  became  the  most  exten- 
sive real  estate  owners  in  the  town.  On  the  death 
of  John  -Mcore  his  share  fell  to  our  subject  and  the 
eldest  sister.  Jane,  who  died  at  the  old  homestead, 
and  also  left  her  property  to  hini. 

Mr.  Moore  is  a  successful  manager,  and  in  his 
early  days  was  an  energetic  worker,  but  since  1890 
his  failing  eyesight  has  compelled  him  to  depend 
largely  upon  the  Help  of  a  private  secretary  in  the 
transaction  of  business.  With  the  exception  of  this 
affliction  he  has  retained  unimpaired  his  vigor  of 
mind  and  body,  enjoying  excellent  health  for  an 
octogenarian.  His  interest  in  local  progress  is  as 
keen  as  it  ever  was,  and  many  instances  of  his  gen- 
erosity are  to  be  found,  notably  the  gift  of  seven- 
teen acres  of  land  to  Moore's  Park  Driving  Asso- 
ciation for  use  as  a  park.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  leader 
in  the  local  organization.  In  1866  he  ser\-ed  as  a 
representative  in  the  Legislature,  and  at  times  he 
has  held  town  cflices,  including  tho»e  of  constable 
and  collector. 

On  Sept.  30,  18S4,  'Sir.  Mcore  married  'Sirs. 
^Margaret  J.  Archer,  widow  of  X'orman  C.  Archer, 
and  daughter  of  Daniel  and  IMary  (  Clelandj  Mac- 
farlane.  She  was  born  April  7,  1839,  at  X'ewburg, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  member  of  a  well-known  family 
of  that  locality,  r^lr.  ^loore  and  his  wife  are  prom- 
inent in  social  life,  and  Mrs.  Moore  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Plartford. 

LOUIS  AUSTIX  AND  MAURICE  EVERETT 
WESTCOTT.  Few  men  are  more  promment  or 
more  widely  known  in  the  enterprising  village  of 
East  Berlin  than  these  gentlemen,  who,  as  general 
mercliants,  have  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  the  place  for  several  years.  They  rep- 
resent a  true  type  of  American  progress  and  enter- 
prise, and  their  indomitable  energy,  prudent  busi- 
ness methods  and  reliable  sagacity  have  all  com- 
bined to  make  them  two  of  the  ablest  business  men 
of  the  county. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Hartford 
county  was  John  Westcott,  who  was  of  Scottish 
descent.  In  transferring  and  remodeline  the  ceme- 
tery in  Hartford,  in  1899,  a  tombstone  containing 


I  llie  name  of  Waistcoat  was  found,  ;ui(l  in  all  prolja- 
I  bilily  it  was  the  name  from  wliich  Westcott  has 
been  derived.  Edwin  Westcott,  son  of  John  West- 
cott, and  grandfather  of  our  subjects,  was  a  trades- 
man of  Xewington,  and  married  ^[iss  Mary  S. 
Hart.  He  went  to  Xew  York  State,  and  was  never 
afterward  heard  from. 

Selah  Westcott,  father  of  our  subjects,  was  born 
in  Xewington  Xov.  15,  1S23.  and  was  the  only  child 
of  Edwin  Westcott.  After  the  disai)pearance  of  his 
father  he  was.  bound  out  to  the  Robbins  family  of 
X'ewington,  when  five  years  of  age,  and  lived  with 
them  for  four  years.  He  then  went  to  Farmington, 
where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  his 
uncle,  Chauncey  Hart,  and  later  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  shop,  the  firm  becoming  Hart  &  West- 
cott. Subsequently  he  bought  the  interest  of  his  part- 
ner, and  for  over  forty  years  successfully  engaged 
in  business  in  a  shop  at  the  rear  of  the  ^Methodist 
church  in  Farmington.  Besides  doing  a  regular 
blacksmithing  business  he  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  steel  traps,  hay-forks,  etc.  He  started 
out  in  life  penniless,  but  being  industrious,  energetic 
and  persevering,  he  met  with  well-deserved  success 
in  his  labors,  and  at  his  death  left  a  comfortable 
property,  consisting  mostly  of  money.  Fie  died 
Aug.  25,  1894,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  on  account  of  his  upright  and  honorable 
life.  On  Xov.  17,  1842,  he  married  Aliss  Catha- 
rine Lucy  Dorman,  of  Farmington,  who  was  born 
Feb.  10,  1825,  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Esther 
(Stone)  Dorman,  of  Burlington.  She  died  Oct.  30, 
1879,  was  laid  to  rest  in  Farmington  cemetery, 
where  her  husband's  remains  were  also  interred. 
Fie  married  for  his  second  wife  ^Nliss  Florence 
Reed,  of  Farmington,  who  stirvives  him.  By  the 
I  first  union  he  had  a  family  of  four  children :  Hu- 
j  bert,  born  Feb.  15,  1844,  died  in  Farmington  X'ov. 
j  2,  1857;  Louis  Austin,  born  June  6,  1847,  is  men- 
I  tioned  below;  ^Maurice  Everett,  born  X"ov.  8,  1851, 
is  mentioned  below;  and  Alice  Kate,  born  X'ov.  11, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  White,  superintendent  of 
the  Barber  Match  Co.,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Ethel  and  Howard. 

Louis  A.  Westcott  was  born  and  reared  in  Farm- 
ington, and  after  attending  the  common  schools  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  some  time  at  Deacon  Edward  L. 
Hart's  boys'  school,  in  Farmington,  from  which  he 
was  graduated.  He  began  his  business  career  in  the 
employ  of  the  Union  Trading  Co.,  of  Xew  Britain, 
wdiere  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  served  as 
bookkeeper  for  John  B.  Xorthrop,  a  contract  painter 
of  X'ew  Britain,  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He 
next  enterecl  James  Thomson's  general  store,  as 
clerk,  and  after  three  years  in  that  employ  left  Xew 
Britain  and  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  con- 
nected with  tlie  Citizens  Trading  Co.  for  a  year. 
The  following  year  he  worked  for  Alcott  &  Healey, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother.  ^Maurice  E.,  and  opened  a  gro- 
cery store  on  Park  street,  Hartford,  which  they 
sold  out  to  Hastings  &  Hooper  in  1875.    In  De- 
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cenibcr,  1S70,  tliey  purchased  the  general  store  of 
John  Clark,  in  Pociuonoek,  and  carried  it  on  until 
iSS(),  when  they  sold  to  11.  L.  Metcalf.  Removing 
to  Kast  J'.eriin  in  .March,  1887,  thev  hought  tlie  gen- 
eral mercantile  store  of  W.  K.  i'.utler.  which  tliev 
have  since  CL>nducied  with  sis^nal  success,  and  now 
enjoy  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage. 

Louis  A.  W'estcoit  was  married  l'"eb.  1,  1870,  to 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Johnson,  of  Killinguorth.  Conn., 
who  was  born  March  6.  185 1,  a  daughter  of  W  illiam 
and  Ellen  Johnson,  farming  peo]ile.  To  this  union 
came  one  child,  Bessie  .Maurice,  born  C)ct.  27,  1871. 
She  was  graduated  fi'om  the  3iIiddletown  high 
school,  and  was  married  ?\larch  28,  1899,  ^'^  Rev. 
Henry  2vledd,  a  Ivlethodist  minister  of  East  Berlin. 
]\lr.  and  Airs.  Westcott  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  East  Berlin,  and  h.e  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  recognized  leader  in 
the  ranks  of  the  local  organization,  and  is  at  present 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  town  board  of  Ijerlin. 
He  was  selectman  from  1S90  to  1S95.  and  resigned 
in  the  latter  year  wnen  appointed  postmaster  at  East 
Berlin,  during  President  Cleveland's  second  term, 
which  position  he  most  creditably  filled  for  five 
and  a  half  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Harmony  Lodge  Xo.  20,  F.  &;  .-V.  M..  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain, and  of  2\Iattabessett  Lodge  Xo.  25,  K.  P.,  of 
East  Berlin,  of  which  he  was  master  of  finance 
when  the  lodge  was  instituted.  He  is  a  pleasant, 
genial  gentleman,  very  fond  of  outdoor  sports,  and 
takes  particular  deliglit  in  horses,  dogs,  hunting,  etc. 

jNIaurice  Everett  W'estcott  was  also  "born 
in  Farmington,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  Deacon  Hart"s  schjol  for 
boys  in  Farmington.  .\fter  leaving  school  he 
entered  Chauncey  Rowe's  general  store  in  that 
town,  as  clerk,  and  held  that  position  .for 
about  two  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  clerking 
in  the  grocery  store  of  James  Thomson,  at  Xew- 
Britain,  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  was  next 
with  H.  J.  Hawkins,  in  the  grocery  business  in  Xew- 
Britain,  until  the  firm  was  changed  to  .\lcott  &  Hea- 
ley,  and  remained  with  the  successors  until  they 
closed  out  the  business  in  1870.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  D.  C.  Judd,  in  the  same  fine,  in  Xew 
Britain,  and  was  with  him  until  the  spring  of  1872. 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Louis  \.,  as  previously  stated.  In  1885  'le  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Poquonock.  during  President 
Cleveland's  first  administration,  but  the  following 
year  he  resigned  the  office,  the  brothers  having  sold 
their  store  at  that  place.  His  appointment  was  one 
of  the  first  in  Connecticut  during  that  adminis- 
tration. 

On  June  24,  1879,  Maurice  E.  VVestcott  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  Eveline  Clapp, 
of  Xorth  Hampton,  ^^lass.,  who  was  born  Mav  31, 
18;:;,  a  daughter  of  ^vlerrick  and  Lucv  f  Hastintrs ) 
Clapp.  Our  subject  attends  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  an  earliest  member,  and  he  gives 
liberally  to  its  support,  and  is  always  willing  to  as- 
sist the  poor  and  needy.    In  his  social  relations  he 


j  is  connected  with  W  yllis  Lodge  Xo.  99.  F.  &  .A.  .M., 
i  of  West  Hartford,  and  .Maltabes^ett  Lodge  .XO.  25. 
j  K.  v.,  of  East  Berlin,  in  which  he  has  jiassed  all  the 
I  ch.airs,  and  is  at  jM'es.nt  master  of  finance.    He  is  a 
well-read  man,  one  who  keeps  thoroughb.-  informed 
j  vi\  ih.c  ^luesiious  and  is.-^ues  of  tlic  day.  and  like  his. 
I  brother  he  is  unsx.'erving  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles.      He  alwavs 
takes  an  active  interest  in  political  afi'airs  in  town, 
j  State  and  X'ation,  and  during  his  residence  in  I'o- 
I  cpionock  served  as  a  member  of  ilie  school  boanl 
1  five  years  ami  assessor  eight  years,  while  he  is  now 
a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  in  Ik-rlin.    .As  a 
citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge  evcrv  duty 
devolving  upon  him.  and  has  done  much  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  town  and  county. 

ROBERT  BRUCE  ^.lORRlSOX  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  hom/red  an.d  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Thompsonville.  and  for  almost  half  a  cen- 
I  tury  was  one  of  the  leading  mercliants  of  that 
i  place.    In  his  life  span  of  seventv-three  vears  he 
j  accomplished  much,  and  left  behind  him  an"  hon- 
orable record,  well  worthy  of  perpetuation. 

Islv.  Alorrison  v.-as  born  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Enfield  town,  Hartford  county,  Feb.  19.  1S17,  and 
was  .a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Thompson) 
Morrison.    His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Morri- 
son, came  from  Boston  to  Enfield  prior  to  the 
R-evolutionarv  war  and  engaged  in  farming  here  un.- 
til  his  death:  his  wife  was  Elizabeth   Gifiin.  ? 
daughter  of  Simon  Giffin,  a  large  land  holder  of 
Halifa.x,  Xova  Scotia.    Robert  2\lorrison,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Enfield  and 
j  was  also  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
j       Robert  B.  Alorrison,  subject  of  this  review, 
i  devoted  his  life  to  the  mercantile  trade,  entering 
j  it  as  a  clerk  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.    In  1840 
I  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself  on  Enfield 
I  street  with  H.  S.  Belcher,  under  the  firm  name 
of  H.  S.  Belcher  &  Co.,  and  six  months  later  re- 
moved  to   Thompsonville,   where  they  continued 
business  together  for  thirteen  years,  or  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Belcher.  Later  Isiv.  Morrison  formed 
a  partnership  with  James  Raynolds,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Morrison  &  Raynolds,  and  when  Mr.  Ray-r 
nolds  retired,  in  1873,  our  subject  continued  to 
conduct  the  business  alone  until  1886,  when  he  also 
retired,  after  a  successful  business  career  of  over 
forty-six  years.     He  became  connected  with  the 
Thompsonville  Trust  Co.  at  its  organization,  and 
was  cliosen  vice-president,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  1880,  when  he  was  elected  president,  which 
position  he  filled  until  his  death. 

Mr.  ^Morrison  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife, 
whom  he  wedded  Dec.  29,  1842,  being  Miss  Clarissa 
King,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Jal.iez  King.  To  this  union 
came  one  son,  Robert  King,  born  ^ilay  13,  1844, 
wlio  is  a  resident  of  Xevada.  I\Irs.  }\lorrison  died 
June  5,  1844,  and  Dec.  16.  1847,  ^Ii"-  ^lorrison  mar- 
ried Aliss  Julia  M.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  .\p.na 
(Terry)  Raynolds,  of  Enfield.    To  tiicm  were  born 
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eight  children:  Elhi.  who  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Cainpliell,  aiKi  is  now  deceased;  Charles  II.. 
deceased;  Frank  of  'i'hompsonvule ;  Lieori;e  W'., 
deceased;  James  R.,  deceased;  Anna  K. ;  Clara  L.. 
deceased;  antl  Mary  L.  .Mrs.  Morrison's  i.iaternal 
j:^randfailier  was  Samuel  Kaynolds,  a  reside:u  .  i 
iinheld,  and  a  son  of  Rev.  IVter  ]\aynoIds,  a  C  mi- 
grcgational  minister,  who  was  connected  with  the 
clnircii  in  iinheld  for  tlie  long'  period  of  fony-ti",ree 
years. 

In  religiotis  faith  ]\Ir.  Morrison  was  an  Episco- 
palian, and  served  as  vestryman  of  liis  church.  He 
held  numerous  town  oftices.  represented  Enheld  in 
the  Legislature  several  terms,  and  gave  his  support 
to  all  worthy  entesprises  for  the  good  of  th.e  com- 
munity. Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
passed  away  Sept.  2S,  1S90,  after  a  life  of  indus- 
try, and  rich  in  those  rare  possessions  which  only  a 
high  character  can  give,  in  business  dealings  he 
was  upright  aiid  honorable,  and  he  was  faithful  to 
his  church,  to  his  country  and  to  nis  friends,  and  in 
his  home  was  an  exemplary  husband  and  father. 

BE.XMA^IIX  SHELDOX.  deacon  of  the  West 
Suftreld  Congregational  Church  and  a  liighly  re- 
spected citizen  of  that  place,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1831, 
on  the  farm  on  which  he  still  resides  in  West 
Suffield,  on  the  line  of  East  Gran1)y,  and  is  a  dc^- 
scendant  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Sheldon,  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  SutTfield. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Sheldon,  son  of  Isaac  and  I\Ie- 
lietabel  Sheldon,  was  born  at  X'orthampton,  [Mass., 
jMay  29,  16S7,  and  married  3>Iary,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Southwell,  of  X'orthampton,  Dec.  30,  170S. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  tliem  at  Xorthampton. 
In  1723-24  he  removed  to  Sutheld,  Conn.,  settling 
in  the  west  precinct  of  the  town,  and  there  two 
children  were  born  to  him.  The  records  indicate  that 
he  was  prominent  in  town  and  society  alTairs. 
He  was  a  large  land  holder,  settling  five  of  his 
sons — Jonathan,  Daniel,  Phinehas,  Elijah  and 
Gershom — on  farms  (with  each  a  house  and  barnj 
along  the  street- — of  about  a  mile  in  length — on 
which  he  lived,  and  which  has  ever  since  been 
called  '"Sheldon"  street.  A  large  part  of  this  land 
still  belongs  to  his  lineal  descendants.  Capt.  Shel- 
don died  April  10,  1769;  ^larv,  his  wife,  born  Feb. 
25,  1688,  died  Jan.  11,  176S.  This  is  inscribed 
on  the  tombstone  standing  at  the  head  of  their 
graves  in  the  V\'est  Suffield  cemetery:  '"Parents, 
Grandparents  and  Great-grandparents  of  166." 

Phinehas  Sheldon,  Escp,  son  of  Capt.  Jonathan 
Sheldon,  was  born  in  Xorthampton,  ]^Iass.,  Jime 
27,  1717,  and  came  to  Suffield,  Plartford  Co.,  Conn., 
with  his  father  and  mother.  Deacon  Benjamin 
Sheldon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  descended 
from  him  through  th.e  following  named  generations 
touching  whom  some  interesting  remark's  will  be 
made:  Phinehas  Sheldon  was  reared  to  farming.  He 
first  married  Deborah  Hathaway,  June  7,  1743,  and 
by  her  became  the  father  of  five  children  :  Apphia, 
Deborah,  Phinehas,  Joseph  and  Benjamin.  IMrs. 


Deborah  Sheldon  died  Jan.  22.  1753,  and  Mr.  Shel- 
don afterward  marrie*.!  Mrs.  Ruth  (^Harmon)  Smith, 
I  who  bore  him  nine  children  :  Asaph,  I^ydia,  Ezra, 
I  Anna,  Alexander,  Increase,  David,  Bevd.'di  antl  Si- 
j  lence.  i'hinehas  Sh.eldon  passed  a\va\-  Sept.  17, 
i  1S07.  He  servetl  many  years  as  a  justice  of  the 
i  peace,  and  he  was' active  during  the  Revolutionarv 
i  war  as  an  ardicnt  supporter  of  the  Colonial  cause, 
being  a  member  of  a  committee  of  supplies  in  the 
town  of  Stiftield.  Of  his  children,  Alexander,  the 
fifth  by  the  second  marriage,  graduated  from  Yale 
College  and  became  a  doctor  bv  profession.  He 
married  ^liriam  Iving,  of  Suffield.  Settling  in 
r^lontgonierv  county,  X'.  Y.,  he  became  a  leading 
politician  of  that  State,  representing  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  in  the  Lower  i-louse,  of  which 
body  he  was  the  speaker  for  a  session,  and  later 
served  one  term  as  representative  in  the  lower 
bratich  of  the  Congress  of  the  Laiited  States.  His 
son.  Smith  Sheldon,  was  the  foimder  of  the  Sh.eldon 
&  Co.  publishing  house  in  X'cw  York  City.  Alex- 
ander Sheldon's  daughter,  iDelia,  married  Clinton 
Jackson,  and  their  son.  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson.  D. 
D.,  became  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  States ;  he  had  served 
previously  as  superintendent  of  Presbyterian  mis- 
sions in  Alaska,  wdiere  he  was  also  commissioner 
of  education,  appointed  by  the  Government,  and 
utider  the  auspices  of  the  Government,  he  carried 
out  his  idea  of  introducing  reindeer  into  the  ter- 
ritory. 

David  Sheldon,  the  youngest  son  of  Phinehas 
by  his  second  marriage,  was  a  prominent  farmer 
of  West  Suffield.  and  resided  in  the  house  on  his 
farm  in  which  he  was  born,  and  wdiich  is  still 
standing,  now  occupied  by  Edwin  J.  Sheldon. 
David  Sheldon  married  Betsey  Hall,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  endowed  with  wonderful  tenacity 
of  life,  she  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  while 
he  survived  until  ninety-three  years  old.  Their 
son,  David  X'ewton  Sheldon,  became  a  doctor  of 
divinity  in  the  Baptist  Church,  visited  Paris,  France, 
as  an  exponent  of  its  doctrines,  later  visited  FTalifax, 
X'ova  Scotia,  on  a  similar  mission,  and  finally  be- 
came president  of  Waterville  College,  of  Maine. 
He  was  also  an  author  of  some  repute,  and  his  work 
on  "Sin  and  Redemption''  w^as  very  widely  read. 
Late  in  life  a  change  came  over  his  religious  con- 
viction and  he  became  a  L'nitarian.  His  son,  Henry 
!  X".  Sheldon,  also  attained  eminence,  becoming  a 
lawyer  of  note  in  Boston,  [Mass.,  and  later  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Rev.  Charles 
]M.  Sheldon,  of  Topeka,  i\ans.,  author  of  '"In  His 
Steps"  and  other  religious  literature,  is  also  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Sheldon,  of  Suffield, 
through  his  son,  Asa,  wdio  settled  in  Xew  Marlboro, 
Massachusetts. 

Benjamin  Sheldon,  the  youngest  son  of  Phinehas 
Sheldon,  by  his  first  marriage,  was  born  on  the 
homestead  Jan.  11,  1753,  and  outlived  the  struggle 
for  American  independence,  in  which  he  partici- 
pated a  sliort  time.    In  1806  he  built  the  house  in 


oos 


COMMHMOR.niril  BIOCRAPIIICAL  RECORD. 


which  our  suhjoct  now  rosiJcs,  and  passed  all  his  | 
life  on  this  farm,  where  his  death  occurred  Sept.  ] 
23.  1S15.    On  January  S,  1784.  he  married  I'.liza-  | 
belli  King,  and  they  became  tlie  parents  of  eicrht  ! 
children,  wliose  births  an.d  dealb.s  are  recortled  as  ' 
follows:  r.enjamin,  Jan.  20,  17S5.  Jul\-  10,  ijS'):  j 
Elizabeth,  Dec.  28,  1786,  Oct.  3.  i'838  (Vlie  married  | 
Adam  Smith)  ;  Phinehas,  J'eb.  2.  1780,  April  5, 
1790;  I^iamha,  Sept.  20,  1701,  Oct.  23.  1825  (un- 
married) :  l\.u1)y,  July  31,  1703.  Sept.  13,  1871  (un- 
married) :  Deborah,  March  i'>.  !7i^5.  Se]it.  25.  1830 
(unmarried):  Benjamin.  Aug'.  22.  i7'>7,  C>ct.  15. 
1825;  and  John  Adams.  Aug.  4,  iSoo,  June  15, 
1S67.    The  mother  of  this    family   passed  away 
[March  20.  1S25. 

John  Adanis  Sheblon,  fatlier  of  our  sul\iect. 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1800,  on  the  home  farm,  and 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son.  Deacon  Eenjamin  Sheldon.  Later 
he  moved  to  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson, 
Edwin  J.  Sheldon,  where  he  ended  his  days  June 
15,  1867.  In  his  early  manhood  he  had  been  a 
Whig  in  politics,  later  became  a  Republican,  and 
for  two  vears  served  as  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Suffield.  On  Dec.  3,  1829,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Han- 
nah Eliza  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  \'iranus 
Stevens,  of  \\'est  Sutiielcl,  and  this  marriage  was 
blessed  with  five  children:  Benjamin,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  :  William  Stevens,  born  Jan.  20,  1833  : 
Mary,  born  Sept.  15.  1835,  died  March  28.  1837: 
Harriet  Eliza,  born  June  26,  1S37,  died  June  5, 
1839;  and  Edwin,  born  ]\Iay  31,  1840,  died  Xov. 
26,  1866.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  Oct. 
II,  1871,  a  most  devout  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  her  remains  were  interred,  like 
those  of  tlie  Sheldon  family  of  West  Suffield,  in 
the  cemetery  at  that  place. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Sheldon  received  a  very  good 
English  education,  begun  in  the  district  schools  of 
West  Suffield,  and  finished  in  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  Suffield,  well  known  as  one  of  the 
•best  educational  institutions  of  the  State.  For 
four  seasons  after  graduation  he  taught  school  in 
West  Granby,  Poquonock,  and  Hartford,  teaching  in 
winters  and  working  the  farm  summers,  as  was  the 
custom  in  those  days,  and  achieving  a  fair  reputa- 
tion as  an  instructor.  He  then  went  to  ]Madison 
county,  X.  Y.,  where  for  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house,  thence  re- 
turning, 1853,  to  the  home  farm,  and  after  recuper- 
ating his  somewhat  inipaired  health  he  taught  school 
again  two  seasons,  one  each  in  Suffield  and  \\'indsor 
Locks.  In  year  1861  he  assumed  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  the  old  homestead  of  125  acres,  which 
he  soon  owned  by  purchase,  made  some  improve- 
ments on  the  place,  and,  after  reaping  a  comfort- 
able competence  through  his  labors  in  general  farm- 
ing— he  having  since  1871,  for  conscience  sake, 
discarded  the  raising  of  tobacco — now  enjoys  in 
dignified  ease  the  reward  of  a  well-spent  and  useful 
life. 

Deacon  Sheldon  was  united   in   marriage,  in 


SufTield,  Sept.  3,  185';.  with  Miss  Caroline  Mather, 
a  native  of  \\  ind.-or,  an.d  this  marriage  lias  l)een 
l)lessed  with  four  children :  (i  )  Ch.arles  Benjamm, 
who  was  born  May  23,  iSoo,  graduated  from  tne 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  an<l  in  1882  from  the 
State  Xormal  Scl;ool,  and  now  manages  the  old 
luiuie  farm;  he  married,  Jujie  20.  1888,  Lettie  Aus- 
tin, daughter  of  Alfred  F.  Austin,  and  has  three 
children:  Alfred  Charles,  l^irn  April  20,  1803; 
Walter  Austin,  Dec.  18,  1S04;  Lawrence 
Math.er,  May  12.  18^7.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican: Ner\-evl  ('n  tlie  local  school  board  from  1887 
until  1S93;  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  189O; 
was  re-elected  in  i8(;8;  and  stands  high  in  the  es- 
teem of  tlie  public  generally.  <2)  Harriet  Eliza, 
who  was  born  Sept.  20.  18(11,  died  July  22,  1S89. 
(3)  Sarah  Jane  was  born  Dec.  5,  1863,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  S.  Seymour,  of  Suflield,  and  is  the 
mother  of  tive  cliildren :  Harriet  Esth.er,  Carrie 
May,  }^Iary  Emma,  Ruby  Sheldon  and  Frances 
[Mather.  (4)  John  .\dams,  who  was  born  Mav  5, 
1867,  died  Sept.  9,  18S9.  After  nearly  thirty  happy 
years  of  married  life,  Mrs.  Caroline  Sheldon  passed 
away  Feb.  15,  18S9.  and  two  children  were  called 
away  the  same  year,  a  sad  afiliction,  indeed,  to  the 
bereaved  husband  and  father. 

In-politics  Deacon  Benjamin  Sheldon  was  first 
a  Whig,  later  becoming  a  Republican,  and  by  the 
latter  party  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the 
State  Legislature,  l)Ut,  owing  to  the  immaturitv  at 
that  time  of  the  later  powerful  factor  in  the  politics 
and  government  of  the  nation,  he  was  defeated  at 
the  polls.  In  1884  he  became  a  Prohibitionist  for 
conscience  sake,  and.  though  claiming  to  be  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  and  belonging  to  no  party,  has 
for  the  most  part  ever  since  worked  in  the  interests 
of  this  party,  by  which  he  was  also  nominated  for  tlie 
State  Legislature :  however,  owing  to  the  same  con- 
dition of  afifairs  that  had  existed  when  he  was  the 
candidate  of  the  Republican  party,  he  again  failed 
on  election  day.  In  1S64  he  was  selected  by  the 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  West 
Suffield  as  deacon,  and  since  1866  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  ecclesiastical  society  connected  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  has,  in  fact,  been  an  ardent 
and  active  church  worker  all  his  days,  has  been 
Sunday-school  teacher  and  superintendent,  and  in 
every  office  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  has  served 
faithfully  and  satisfactorily.  The  Deacon  is  well 
read  in  Biblical  and  modern  history.  He  is  of  a 
kind  and  genial  disposition,  and  is  respected  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  all  classes. 

HOX.  THOMAS  DO  WD  (deceased)  was  an 
honor  to  his  race  in  his  day,  was  a  leader  among 
men  and  was  frequently  intrusted  with  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibilitv  by  his  fellow  townsmen, 
and  when  the  end  of  his  useful  life  occurred  left 
the  rich  inheritance  of  an  untarnished  name  to  his 
surviving  family.  He  was  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Henry  Dowd,  who  came 
from  Guilford,  County  of  Surrey,  England,  in  1639, 
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w  ilh  a  Ci.>loiiv  uiKkr  Rev.  llonry  \\  Inihclil.  aiul  sct- 
ik'd  in  UuillorJ,  Coiniccticut. 

I'llcazor  Dowd.  latlKr  of  Tlioiiias.  was  a  >on 
of  Cornwall  Dowd.  aiul  was  b>ii"n  in  M iddlclown, 
Coini..  v.Iktc  !ic  Icarr.ci'i  the  trade  of  black^iln'.^.- 
ing.  ]-r.toi"  he  inovei.!  I'j  \\  elher^tieid,  where  he  lol- 
lowed  his  ti'ade  for  niatiy  \ears.  and  afierward  to 
Springfield.  Ma^s..  d}ing  tliere  al  the  home  of  liis 
<Jangluor,  Mrs.  EUswonii  Cha])in.  ideazer  Dowd 
married  Lanra  Cornwell.  and  tl;eir  nn.ion  was 
<:rowned  with  eight  children;  h.;inra.  l):!rn  in  i8iJ, 
was  first  married  to  ]ienr\-  Co'^k.  later  to  Jndge 
Elislia  Sill,  and  lived  in  Cuyahoga  I'alls,  (Jliio;  E. 
Gaylord.  born  Aug.  8,  1814.  marrieil  (  )l:ve  .M.  Wells, 
and  was  a  carriagemaker  in  W'etl'.erslield  and  later 
in  Hartford,  where  he  died  March  jS,  1809.  the 
last  of  the  family:  iienry.  born  in  1816.  was  a 
tinner  bv  trade,  but  later  a  hotel  kee])er  in  Cuya- 
hoga Ealls,  C)hio.  married  Maria  Tea-^e,  and  died 
in  Norwich.  Conn.,  in-  1877  ;  Thomas,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  .^ept.  3,  1818:  Martha,  born 
in  1S21,  married  Oliver  Woodworth,  who  owned 
paper  mills  in  W'aterford,  but  resided  in  Xew  Lon- 
don, which  city  was  his  home:  IMary,  born  in  1822, 
<lied  in  1S27;  Horace,  born  in  1825,  married  L'a- 
vinia  ^^dlite,  and  died  in  1S83  in  Norwich :  and 
jNIarv,  born  in  1831,  was  married  to  Ellsworth 
Chapin,  of  Springfield,  ^lassachusetts. 

Thomas  Dowd,  the  subject  proper  of  this  mem- 
oir, was  born  in  IMiddletown,  Conn.,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  city,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  to  Hartford,  wdiere  for  a  number  of  years 
he  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  by  Isaac  Hills 
&  Sons,  grocers  on  State  street.  On  quitting  this 
employ  he  for  a  short  time  carried  on  a  grocery 
on  his  own  account,  and  later  entered  the  employ 
of  Joseph  S.  \\'oodruft,  who  kept  a  meat  market  in 
the  city  hall,  at  the  same  time  managing  his  farm 
in  East  Hartford. 

Thomas  Dowd  was  most  happily  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  1S39,  ^vith  ^Miss  Xancy  Williams,  who  was 
born  Oct.  21,  181 S,  a  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Xancv 
(Hills)  Williams.'  These""  two  families— the  Will-  | 
iams  and  the  Hills — were  among  the  early  pioneers 
of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  and  the  farm  on 
Avhich  Mr.  Dowd  lived  and  died  and  which  is  now 
occupied  by  his  descendants,  was  purchased  from 
the  Indians  bv  an  earlv  member  of  the  Williams  I 
family.  To  the  union  of  ^Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Dowd  came 
five  children:  Arthur  H..  born  in  1840,  died  in 
1844;  Anna  Josephine  is  n  .nv  living  on  the  home- 
•stead :  Louisa  W.  is  also  at  home:  T.  \\'inthrop  is 
■unmarried  and  living  in  Sullivan  county,  X'.  Y. , 
and  Clara  A.  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  C.  Howe.  a. 
native  of  Shelbourne  Falls,  who  is  now  managing 
the  Dowd  estate  (to  this  marriage  two  children 
have  been  born,  Louise  Xancy,  on  Xov.  5,  1896,  and 
Eleanor  J.       on  Xov.  6,  1890  ). 

Mr.  Dowd  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1861,  just  at  the  opening  of  the  war  of  the  Rebel-  j 
lion.    He  was  very  patriotic,  and  although  he  did 


not  serve  in  the  war  he  recruited  soldiers,  paid 
them  their  bounties  and  assisted  all  he  c^'Uld  at 
home,  and  was  the  prime  mover  in  causing  the 
j  erection  of  the  si)ldiers"  mo!H!:nent  at  I'.asi  Hart- 
I  lord  and  in  collecting  the  money  for  that  jiurpose. 

During  his  earl_\  manhood  he  was  a  memlier  01  the 
j  Light  Guards  under  Col.   (afierward  Cov.)  Sey- 
1  mour.     ^Ir.  Dowtl  was  elected  town  treasurer  in 
j  1805.  and  served  five  tern-,s:  served  as  assessor  and 
I  later  as  tax  collector,  and  was  registrar  of  electors 
;  at  the  lime  of  his  death,  a  positioii  he  had  held  from 
i  its  crcatitai  in  ]8(i8.    He  was  diligent,  faithful  and 
efficient  in  everv  piosition  he  held.    I'^raternally  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  captain 
of  Putnam  Phalanx,  of  Hartford,  connnanding  the 
first  companv  eight  years :     he  commanded  the 
Phalanx  on  the  occasion  of  the  battalion's  pilgrim- 
age to  the  Xathan  Hale  monument,  in  South  Cov- 
entrv.  several  vears  ago.    He  was  on  the  major's 
stall  for  seven  years.    Air.  Dowd's  death  took  place 
Feb.  21,  1888:  he  had  enjoyed  good  health  nearly 
all  his  life.    He  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  liis 
widow  Dec.  20,  1893,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred at  East  Hartford.    'Mr.  Dowd  had  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance,  and  was  greatlv  respected  for 
his  manv  sterling  qualities,  his  family  sharing  this 
honorable  position.     'Mr.  Dowd  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  establishment  of  the  Hockanuni 
Ecclesiastical  Society,  and  did  nnich  to  contribute 
to  its  well-being. 

PHILO  AXDREWS.  The  Andrews  familv  is 
of  good  old  Colonial  stock,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  prominent  resident  of  X'^ew  Piritain,  is  of 
the  eighth  generation  in  descent  from  John  An- 
drews, an  earlv  settler  at  Farmington,  or.  as  tlie  old 
records  have  it,  ""ftarmingtowne."  This  worthy 
pioneer  became  one  of  the  eighty-four  original  pro- 
prietors of  that  town,  which  was  at  one  time  known 
as  Tunxis,  from  the  tribe  of  Indians  located  there. 
His  homestead  was  situated  about  two  miles  north 
of  the  present  village,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
near  the  canal  aqueduct  built  in  1825.  Flis  wife 
Marv,  and  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Farmington  on  April 
2.  1654,  and  on  May  9,  1658,  the  name  of  John  An- 
drews w-as  added  to  the  list  of  members. 

(II)  Joseph  Andrews,  fourth  son  of  the  pioneer, 
was  born  at  Farmington  Mav  26,  1651,  and  was 
baptized  there  in  April.  1654.  About  1677  he  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife's  name  being  Rebecca,  and  their 
homestead  was  located  about  the  center  of  X'ev.dng- 
ton,  then  a  ])art  of  Wethersfield.  His  name  appears 
on  the  tax-list  of  Wethersfield  in  i6<}3.  The  first 
record  found  concerning  his  real  estate  is  of  a  vote 
of  the  town.  March  19,  1683,  or  '84.  by  which  he  was 
given  a  small  piece  of  land,  near  his  mill,  upon 
wdiich  he  built  a  house  and  barn.  To  this  property 
he  seems  to  have  added  friom  time  to  time,  as  the 
"Andrews  Memorial,"  an  interesting  history  of  the 
family,  states  that  lie  became  an  extensive  laiKl 
holder.    At  the  time  of  his  death,  wdiich  occurred 
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April  J7.  1706,  lie  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  rejire- 
sentative  men  of  the  town. 

(^lU)  Dr.  Joseph  Andrews,  eldest  son  of  Joseph 
(II),  was  horn  in  1O78,  and  died  Jan.  iS,  175O.  lie 
was  a  .^ueeesstid  j'hysieian  of  the  parish  of  Xew- 
ington,  W'etherslield.  and  is  nient;i>ned  in  tin-  puhlic 
reeords  of  "Dr.  Joseph  Andrns."  lie  left  an  estate 
vahied  at  £iSo.  9s,  Sd.  and  seems  to  have  heen  aetivc 
in  religions  work,  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  chnrch  in  his  parish.  In  Mav, 
171 5,  Joseph  Taleott  and  Aaron  Cook-  were  ap- 
pointed bv  the  General  Court  as  a  committee  to  hx  a 
location  for  the  "meeting-house"  to  be  built  bv  the 
Society,  and  they  chose  a  site  within  thirtv  rods  of 
the  Doctor's  residence.  On  Xov.  18,  1706,  Dr.  An- 
drews married  Sarah  Curtis,  of  Southold,  L.  I., 
who  died  May  23.  ijCx). 

Klijah  Andrews,  third  son  of  Dr.  Joseph, 
was  born  Feb.  16,  1719,  and  died  of  cancer  Sept. 
3,  1792.  On  Feb.  21,  1745,  he  married  Phcebe  Hurl 
hurt,  who  died  Xov.  13,  1772.  Tradition  says  that 
he  resided  on  V.'olcott  Hill,  north  of  the  present 
brick  scJiool  house. 

(V)  Elijah  Andrews,  Jr.,  third  son  of  Elijah 
(IV),  was  born  at  Xewingtoii  Oct.  16,  1752,  and 
was  baptized  Oct.  21,  of  that  year.  He  became  a 
tanner  and  shoemaker,  learning  the  business  with 
Deacon  Timothv  Stanley,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  by 
his  industry  gained  a  fair  competence.  His  disposi- 
tion was  kind  and  his  manner  courteous,  while  his 
conscientious  pietv  won  him  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  at  his  home  on  the  Farming- 
ton  road,  near  Bass  river  bridge,  on  X'ov.  24,  1839. 
aged  eighty-seven  years.  -On  ^^larch  2,  1775,  ^''^ 
married  Rachel  Gridlev,  who  was  born  X'ov.  10. 
1753,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Azuba  (Cjrvis) 
Gridley,  of  Kensington  and  Farmington,  and  died 
Oct.  20,  1836,  when  she  was  aged  eight v-three, 
They  reared  a  large  familv  of  children,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  "Andrews  ^.lemorial"  all  "were  remark- 
ably fine-looking  when  grown  to  maturity." 

(VI)  Ebenezer  Andrews,  second  son  of  Elijah 
and  Rachel  (Gridlev)  Andrews,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  Dec.  24,  1778,  and 
baptized  July  7,  1793,  bv  John  Smalley,  D.  D.,  then 
pastor  of  the  Con-gregational  Church  of  X'ew  Brit- 
ain. He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  Deacon 
John  Osgood,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  followed  it  suc- 
cessfullv  for  manv  vears.  FIc  was  a  man  of  amialile 
disposition,  modest  and  unassuming,  and  was  uni- 
versally respected.  He  served  in  the  militia,  hold- 
ing rank  as  an  officer,  and  on  Oct.  6,  181 1,  he  united 
with  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  X'ew  Brit- 
ain. In  October,  1800,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Gris- 
wold,  who  v,-as  born  in  1783,  daughter  of  Ashbel 
and  Elizaljeth  TWoodruft)  Griswold,  and  he  re- 
sided on  the  main  road  between  X'ew  Britain  and 
Farmington,  at  the  old  Griswold  homestead,  which 
he  bought  and  improved.  Fie  died  Aug.  5,  1S27, 
and  his  widow  died  Oct.  18,  1858,  in  Rochester, 
Kew  York. 

(VII)  Philo  Andrews,  our  subject's  father,  and 


the  third  son  of  Ebenezer  (\T),  was  horn  May  8^ 
i8o(\  and  died  Dec.  20,  1831.     lie  married  Miss 
Amelia  Kelsey.  who  was  born  April  20,  1807,  daugh- 
.  ler  of  .'^;unu?l  Kel-ey,  of  Kensington,  this  county^ 
!  and  iiT  some  years  atur  his  marriage  resided  at 
the  Kelsw  hi.^me>tead.     liy  occupation  he  was  a 
shoe'naker,  his  shop  being  located  on  the  home- 
j  stead,  and  as  his  means  increased  he  bought  a  farni 
j  north  of  the  Kelsey  property.   He  was  a  man  of 
i  fine  appearance  and  much  ability,  but  his  death,  at 
;  the  age  of  twentv-hve,  cut  short  a  promising  career. 
:  His  wife,  who  died  May  7,  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
j  four,  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a  member  o£ 
;  the  Methodist  Church  at  Xew  Britain.    Thcv  had 
I  two  sons,  Samuel  Kelsey  and  Philo,  our  subject. 
!  Samuel  Kelsey  Andrews,  born  Sept.  18,  1829,  in- 
herited with  our  subject  the  Kelsey  homestead  from 
his  mother,  and  the  growth  of  th.e  city  in  that  direc- 
tion made  it  very  valuable  property.    Although  of 
a  retiring  disposition,  he  was  a  respected  citizen  of 
his  town,  his  excellent  judgment  in  business  and 
other  affairs  being  fullv  recognized.    Politicallv  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  never  sought  office, 
he. served  at  one  time  on  the  local  board  of  relief, 
j  His  death  occurred  Feb.  6,  1872. 
!        (\'III)  Philo  Andrews,  the  subject  proper  of 
!  this  biography,  was  born  May  29,  18^1,  on  Stanley 
j  street,  X'ew  Britain,  and  was  educated  chiefly  irt 
j  the  academy  and  private  schools  of  that  town.  His 
I  mother  was  a  successful  teacher,  and  devoted  much 
I  attention  to  the  education  of  her  sons,  in  whose  abili- 
!  ties  she  took  natural  and  justifiable  pride.    At  the 
!  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Hartford  to  take  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  \\'ellis  &  Kellogg, 
1  with  whom  he  remained  until  their  failure,  a  year 
!  later.    After  clerking  a  short  time  in  another  store 
i  in  Hartford  he  found  employment  in  the  lock  de-- 
I  partment  of  Russell  &  Plrwin's  factory  at  Xew  Brit- 
!  ain,  and  when  Augustus  &  Gad  Stanley  established 
!  their  rule  factorv  (on  the  site  of  P.  &  F.  Corbin's 
i  present  shop)  he  entered  their  employ.    As  time 
I  passed  he  took  a  contract  for  the  company,  in  part- 
I  nership  with  Elford  B.  Eddy,  and  after  twenty 
years  in  the  factorv,  at  the  death  of  his  brother,  he 
I  retired  in  1872  with  a  fair  competence,  his  property 
]  including  a  farm  adjacent  to  the  city,  which  is  now 
:  being  encroached  upon  by  the  rapid  (le\"elopment  of 
j  the  place,  and  has  risen  greatly  in  value  of  late 
!  years.    In  early  years  ]\Ir.  Andrews  was  a  Demo- 
j  crat,  but  since  1872  he  has  voted  the  Republican 
j  ticket  at  every  X'atifiual  election.  Fie  has  never  been 
j  particularlv  active  in  politics,  but  has  at  times  beerv 
j  requested  to  take  office,  but  refused.    However,  he 
j  has  been  a  member  of  the  Sewer  committee,  and  has 
I  served  one  term  as  assessor  and  two  vears  ( 1896-97) 
as  alderman  from  the  Second  ward,   acting  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Streets.    For  fortv- 
seven  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  Trinity  !Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  at  X'ew  Britain,  in  which  he 
lias  held  various  offices,  and  is  now  trustee.  For 
fourteen  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  •  .  , 


COM  Ml' M  OR.  I  TIl-E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


On  Nov.  8,  Mr.  Andicws  nianicd  Miss  i 

Mary  L.  JUitlcr,  wlio  was   b.'rn    April    21,  iS,^-;.  j 
daughter  of  Marlin  lliulor.  a  \wll-kiK'\vn  ri.-i.leiu  iU'  j 
West  liarlford.    Iheir  unly  (Iaup;luer.  lilla  Maria,  j 
born  S«.-i)t.  23,  185J,  married  l-\i\sard  \\  .  1  lionip- 
son,  formerly  of  ilroadalbin,  X.  V.,  and  now  a 
drusj^qist  at  New Uruaiii.    A!r.  and  Tdrs.  Thompson 
luive'two  sons:    Frederick  Jv.,  horn  Jinie  8,  187O, 
\vlu>  married  Miss  Anna  L.  luumons,  of  .\c\s'  IJrii- 
tain ;  and  Harold  E.,  born  April  I,  1881,  now  a 
student  in  the  high  school. 

MOSES  LOOMIS  (.deceased),  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Hannah  (Uarber)  Loomis,  was  born  August 
13,  1805,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  daughter,  -Mrs.  Louisa  Hubbard,  and  always  re- 
sided there,  the  jiresent  brick  residence  having  been 
built  by  him  in  1838.    He  was  a  hard  worker,  having 
been  trained  to  habits  of  industry  from  boyhood, 
and  he  not  only  carried  on  farming  successfully,  bui 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick.    He  was 
over  six  feet  in  height,  and  well-built,  with  a  large 
frame,  and  even  after  his  retirement  from  business 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  he  contmued  his  accus- 
tomed activities  to  some  extent.    Honesty  and  m- 
tegrity  were  leading  traits  in  his  character,  and  he 
was  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  a  helpful 
worker  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Windsor, 
contributing  liberally  and  serving  as  a  member  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Society.    He  placed  a  high  esti- 
mate on  education,  and  was  an  earnest  advocate 
for  better  schools  in  his-  town.    In  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  but  he  never  sought 
office,  and  beyond  voting  regularly  did  not  take  an 
active  share  in  party  work.    He  died  Oct.  24,  1888, 
leaving  a  good  estate,  but  his  descendants  can  find 
in  the  inheritance  of  his  honored  memory  a  better 
source  of  satisfaction,  and  though  of  an  humble,  ! 
retiring  disposition  he  left  a  lasting  influence  for  \ 
g-od  behind.    Born  at  an  age  before  modern  inven-  i 
tions  were  thought  of,  and  hardships  were  the  com-  , 
mon  lot  in  life,  he  was  from  the  beginning  a  hero.  ; 
and  as  he  advanced  in  years  strove  to  do  his  part  i 
toward  building  up  a  country  and  the  improvement 
of  his  own  town  that  would  in  after  years  be  a 
blessing  and  happiness  to  others. 

On  May  3,  1834,  ^Ir.  Loomis  married  !Miss 
Nancy  C.  Loomis,  daughter  of  Asher  Loomis  and 
Rocinda  (Cook),  of  \\'indsted.  Sne  was  a  gentle 
lovable  lady.  She  died  Sept.  23,  1S86,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  repose  in  the  cemeterv  at  Windsor. 
Thev  had  two  children:  Jane,  born  Sept.  24,  1838, 
died  Oct.  29,  1857;  and  Louisa  (widow  of  F.  B. 
Hubbard),  born  April  27,  1845. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  late  ^Moses  Loomis, 
of  whom  any  record  has  been  preserved,  was  (I) 
Joseph  Loomis.  a'  native  of  England,  wdio  came  to 
Windsor  in  1668.  ill)  Deacon  John  Loomis,  the 
next  in  the  line  of  descent,  was  born  in  England, 
in  1622.  (HI)  Sergt.  Daniel  Loomis,  son  of  Deacon 
John,  was  born  June  16,  1657.  (l\  )  Isaac  Loomis, 
born  Aug.  23,  1694.  married  Hannah  Eggleston. 


(\")  Joseph  Loomis,  so.n  of  Isaac,  was  born  .\ug.  29, 
1725,  and  was  married  Jan.  23,  1752,  to  Keziah 
Loi.unis,  !)}•  who»in  he  had  a  s^'U  Jonathan. 

(.\1)  Jonathan  Loomis  was  born  March  25, 
1757,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  In  1801  he  married  Hannah  Barber,  and  he 
dieil  in  1814,  leaving  three  sons:  Moses,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir;  Timothy  (Nov..  17,  18(38- 
Juiy  23,  1829);  and  Jonathan  Jr.,  (,Aug.  0,  181 1- 
Xov.  — ,  1874),  who  was  one  of  the  taiiest  men  in 
this  section  in  his  day.  The  faniily  was  left  in  some- 
what limited  circumstances,  and  the  mother  spun 
and  wove  in  order  to  keep  her  cmldren  together,  her 
old  spinning-wheel  being  now  a  prized  relic  in  the 
liouse  of  Mrs.  Louisa  L.  Hubbard.  ]Mrs.  Jonathan 
Loi.anis  was  a  daughter  of  Moses  Barber,  one  of  tiie 
leading  pioneers  of  Windsor,  in  whose  house  was 
held  one  of  the  first  three,  schools,  ever  opened  in  the 
town.  Fie  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  and  his  powderhorn,  bearing  the  date  of  1758, 
is  now  in  3iirs.  Flubbard's  possession.  IMoses  Barber 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Barber,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Windsor,  and  a  volunteer  in  the 
early  Indian  wars  under  Capt.  ^Mason. 

Louisa  Loomis,  the  only  surviving  child  of  the 
late  !Moses  Loomis,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor, Hartford  county.  After  completing  the  course 
of  studv  offered  in  the  Stony  Hill  school  she  at- 
tended Windsor  Academy  for  a  time,  and  then  lived 
at  home  until  her  marriage  to  Franklin  B.  Hubbard, 
She  and  her  husband  began  housekeeping  in  Bloom- 
field,  but  in  1869  they  removed  to  Flartford,  and 
after  his  death  she  returned  to  the  old  LcH-'mis 
homestead,  where  she  has  since  resided.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  various  auxiliary  societies  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Wind- 
sor, and  is  vice-regent  of  the  Abigail  AVolcott  Ells- 
worth branch  of  the  Society  of  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Fraxklin  B.  HuEBAiiD  was  born  Oct.  31,  1841, 
in  the  town  of  Bloomfield,  this  county,  son  of  Tnnn- 
bull  and  Rhoda  (Barber)  Hubbard.  He  was  a  de- 
scendant of  George  Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1601,  a  descendant  of  the  V^ikings,  and  died 
]March  18,  1684,  in  ^Middletown,  Conn.  His  name 
first  appears  as  a  settler  of  Hartford  in  1639.  He 
married  Elizabeth  \\^alls,  and  they  had  seven  chil- 
dren. Dosethius  Hubbard,  of  the  fifth  generation 
in  descent  from  George,  was  born  N'ov.  8,  1762, 
and  died  Dec.  24,  1831.  He  married  Tamar  Hitch- 
cock, daughter  of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Bloomfield, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whoin  Trumbull,  born  April  7,  1806,  died  April  3, 
1886.  On  Nov.  23,  1836,  he  married  Rhoda  Bar- 
ber, who  was  descended,  on  her  rnother's  side,  from 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  and,  on  her  father's  side,  of 
Thornas  Barber,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town. 

F.  B.  Hubliard  was  reared  a  farmer  boy.  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  more  or  less  throughout 
his  entire  life.  For  a  ntmiber  of  years  he  was  also 
interested  in  brick  making  at  Flartford,  where  he 
died  Feb.  26,  1887,  his  remains  being  interred  at 
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r.IoonifiL'UI.  Politically  ho  was  a  Rcpuiilican,  an  J 
while  ho  was  novor  an  aspirant  fur  ultioial  honors, 
ho  fulhllod  every  duty  of  citizonshi]).  winning;-  tlie 
cstooni  of  all  classes  in  the  comnumity.  His  death 
cut  simrl  a  most  promising  career,  w  hich  wa>  not  the 
lohS  usefid  hocrui^e  of  his  una^sUini^;,4■  disposition. 
On  ^larch  22.  1805.  lie  niarr'ed  .Miss  Louisa  Looniis, 
and  three  children  blessed  the  union  :  (  i  )  Anna  L. 
Hubbard,  who  was  educated  in  the  Hartford  gram- 
mar and  high  schools,  and  is  an  estimable  lady  ;  slie 
married  Jlurton  S.  Loomis,  of  Windsor,  and  has  two 
children,  Grace  II.  ami  Theodore  R.  {2)  Alvin  L. 
and  (3)  Rosa  A.  (twins)  were  born  Mav  26,  18S5, 
and  are  living  with  their  widowed  mother. 

DEACOX  JEDEDIAH  DE^IIXG  died  at  his 
home  in  Xcwington  June  26,  iSgc).  after  a  life  of 
industry,  and  rich  in  those  rare  possessions  which 
only  a  high  character  can  give.  For  manv  vears 
he  labored  with  all  the  strength  of  a  great  nature, 
and  all  the  earnestness  of  a  true  heart,  for  the  bet- 
tering of  the  world  about  him,  and  when  he  was 
called  to  the  rest  and  reward  of  the  higher  world 
his  best  monument  was  found  in  the  love  and  re- 
spect of  the  communitv  in  which  he  had  lived  so 
manv  years. 

2\Ir.  Deming  was  born  [March  15,  1S20,  in  a 
house  a  little  below  his  last  residence,  but  upon 
the  same  farm.  H-is  father.  Jedediah  Deming.  Sr., 
born  in  1790,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  took  an 
active  part  in  chm-ch  work,  and  supported  the  Whig 
party,  but  never  took  much  interest  in  political  af- 
fairs. He  died  in  1867.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  ^lary  Lusk,  was  a  daughter  of 
Maj.-Gen.  Lusk.  She  was  born  in  1790  and  died 
in  1827.  The  Deacon's  grandfather,  Elias  Dem- 
ing, Avas  also  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  John  Deming,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  England  and  located  in  Wethers- 
field  about  1 716. 

Deacon  Deming  received  a  liberal  education,  and 
at  an  early  age  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  department  of  farm  work.  He  always  re- 
mained upon  the  old  homestead,  comprising  125 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  fifty  years  of  age, 
when  he  laid  aside  business  cares.  In  Xovember, 
1846,  he  married  3.1  iss  Xancy  Angeline  WhaiTes. 
a  lady  beloved  by  all,  and  noted  for  her  kindness 
and  benevolence  to  the  poor.  She  was  a  member 
of,  and  active  worker  in,  the  X'ewington  Congre- 
gational Church,  wlitrc  until  her  death,  in  1877,  her 
sweet  voice  was  prominent  in  the  choir.  By  that 
union  there  were  two  children  :  ( i )  Ellen  Amanda, 
born  in  1852.  was  niarried  to  Frank  H.  Corbin,  and 
had  three  children,  of  whom  Jedediah  Deming,  born 
June  18,  1878,  is  the  only  survivor;  he  is  now  a 
successful  farmer  upon  the  Deming  homestead, 
where  he  and  his  mother  reside.  Walter  F.,  born 
July  8,  1880,  died  in  June.  1882.  The  other  child 
died  in  infancy  unnamed.  (2)  Alice  Cornelia, 
born  in  1856,  married  Daniel  J.  Clark,  pastor  of 


I  the  Congregational  Church,  of  East  Haven,  and  h.as 
:  one  son,  Harold  Doming,  born  Oct.  13,  1884.  Dea- 
'  con  Deming  was  again  married,  in  188 1,  his  second 
union  i)eing  with  .Mrs.  Augusta  E.  Griswold  3Ior- 
ris.  of  W  ashington,  D.  C,  widow  of  John  Morris, 
a  \aie  graduate,  who  took  a  very  active  ])art  in  i>o- 
;  litical  alTairs,  was  executive  clerk  in  thj  I'nited 
j  States  Senate,  and  editor  of  a  Charleston  (S.  C. ) 
i  newspaper. 

[       Deacon  Doming  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
}  for  William  1  lenry  Harrison  and  took  great  interest 
in  that  campaign.    He  joined  the  Republican  party 
on  its  organization  and  cast  his  last  ballot  for  Will- 
iam AIcKinloy.     In   1855  ho  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  from  Wethersfield,  which  then 
in.cluded  Xcwington,  and  during  that  term  the  lull 
j  was  passed  prohibiting  the  continuance  of  the  coun- 
i  ty  court,  for  which  he  worked  untiringly.    In  iSSi 
;  he  was  again  elected  to  that  body,  and  he  also  served 
I  as  selectman  in  Xcwington  at  various  times.  Fie 
I  succeeded  his  father  as  dea.con  in  the  Congregational 
I  Church,  and  was  ever  one  of  its  most  influential 
'  members.    At  his  funeral  Rev.  Herbert  ]Macy  re- 
i  ferred  to  the  existence  of  the  Xcwington  Congre- 
I  gational  chapel  as  having  been  doubtful  if  Deacon 
j  Deming  had  not  risen  in  his  seat,  after  the  needs  of 
1  the  church  in  this  direction  had  been  presented 
i  from  the  pulpit,  and  volunteered  his  help  by  nam- 
[  ing  his  subscription  toward  the  cause,  and  he  urged 
I  others  to  do  the  same.    He  w"as  a  very  kind-hearted 
'  man,  charitable,  benevolent,  honorable  and  trust- 
j  worthy,  and  was  locked  up  to  b_\-  all. 

j       CHAUXCEY  D.  HOLCO^^IB,  one  of  the  pro- 
!  gressive  and  successful  farmers  of  West  Simsbury. 
:  was  born  at  Barndoor  Hills,  Granby,  ]March  11, 
1  1830.    The  Flolcomb  family  are  descendants  of  one 
i  of  the  first  settlers  of  Simsbury,  and  many  of  its 
I  representatives  have  held  positions  of  honor  and 
I  trust,  both  in  Colonial  days  and  under  the  present 
government.    ]Many  also  took  an  active  and  import- 
ant part  in  the  great  struggle  for  freedom, 
i       Thomas  Holcomb,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  came  from  England,  it  is  supposed,  on 
the  ship  "Aviary  and  John."    He  settled  in  Dorclres- 
;  ter,  Mass.,  and  in  1634  was  there  made  a  freeman. 

Thence  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Windsor,  and 
\  settled  at  Poquonock.  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
I  ing,  and  where  he  died  Sept.  7,  1657.    He  repre- 
1  sented  Windsor  and  Hartford  at  the  framing  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  1639. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  who  later,  in  1658,  iriarried 
;  James  Eno,  becoming  his  second  wife.    The  chil- 
dren born  to  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Holcomb  were 
as  follows:    Elizabeth,  wdio  married  in  1654  Josias 
;  Ellsworth,  of  Windsor;  ]\Iary,  who  married  Oct.  3, 
j  1*^55'  George  Griswold,  of  Windsor;  Abigail,  bap- 
I  tized  Jan.  6,  1638,  who  married  June,  11,  1658, 
■  Samuel  Bissell,  of  Windsor ;  Joshua,  baptized  Sept. 
27,  1640;  Sarah,  baptized  Aug.  4,  1642;  Beiiajah, 
born  June  23,  1644;  Deborah,  born  Oct.  15,  1646, 
who  died  iu  1G49;  Xathaniel,  born  Xov.  4,  1648; 
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Dell  ir.ih  \2) .  lioni  I'cb.  15,  1650,  who  inarriod 
March  5,  lW>S.  Daniel  liirgv,  of  Windsor;  Jona- 
than, born  March  2^^,  1O5J. 

Xaihanicl  Jlolcomb,  son  of  Thtunas.  was  born  ; 
in  W  indsor  X"V.  4.  1O4S.    lie  renKived  to  Massa- 
coc,  now  Sinu-burx,  where  he  eni;ayed  in  farming 
ihroujrh  life.      He  reprcsenied  the  town  of  Sims-  ! 
l)urv  in  the  General  Asseinblv  for  lhe>  years  1703,  [ 
170-1,  1705,  170C),  i7Joand  17JJ.    On  I-'eb.  2J,  1O70,  I 
lie  married  2\lary  Illiss,  who  was  born  in  Springtield.  i 
Mass.,  and  their  children  were:    Xathaniel,  born  j 
Jime  II,  K)73  ;  Mary,  born  Mav  17.  i<>75;  Jonathan,  ; 
born  in  1678;  John,  born  in  ic>So,  married  March  19, 
1706,  Anna,  dauyiuer  of  John    Pathline:  Esther, 
born  in  1O82,  married  beb.  17,  170S,  Brewster  Hig- 
ley ;  Catharine,  born  in  1OS9,  married  Jan.  22,  1707, 
Joseph  ^Messenger ;  Sarah,  born  in  1091,  married 
Dec.  17,  1/22,  Samuel   Baritone;   Benjannn,  born 
Feb.  15,  iOy7,  married  Oct.  12,  i/2j,  Hannah  Case. 

Xathaniel  Holcomb,  son  of  Xatlianiel,  and 
grandson  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  tJie  town  of  Sims- 
burv,  now  Granby,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a  large 
land  owner  and  a  stock  and  grain  grower.  He 
married  Xov.  i,  1695,  ^lartha  Buell,  of  Simsburv, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows;  Xathaniel,  born 
Oct.  25,  1696,  married  Oct.  9,  1717,  Thankful 
Hayes,  of  Simsburs' ;  Elizabeth,  born  }\Iarch  13, 
1699-1700,  died  April  13,  1700;  3>lartha,  born  2\Iarch 
15,  1701,  died  Jan.  29,  1725  (she  married  Feb.  21, 
1723,  Jonathan  Buttolph )  ;  Jonatlian  was  born  X'ov. 
25,  1702;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  14,  1704,  married  Jo- 
seph Wilcox  Feb.  28,  1725  ;  Judah  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-eight  years;  David;  2\Iary ;  Benjamin;  Sa- 
rah; and  Peter  was  born  in  1715.  Xathaniel,  father 
of  these  children,  married  for  his  second  wife,  Jan. 

17,  1723,  Sarah  Owen,  widow  of  Joseph  Owen,  of 
Windsor.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1748  and 
1749.  In  business  he  was  successful,  and  in  char- 
acter above  reproach. 

Peter  Holcomb,  son  of  X'athaniel,  was  born  in 
171 5,  in  that  part  of  Simsburv  which  now  com- 
prises the  town  of  Granb^ .  There  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  He 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  State  militia,  and  gave  sev- 
eral sons  to  the  cause  of  the  Revolution  ;  one  son 
died  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars.  He  married 
first,  Oct.  15,  1740.  [Margaret  Case,  widow  of  Jacob 
Holcomb,  who  died  July  27,  1737.  The  children 
born  to  Peter  and  Margaret  Plolcomb  were :  (  i ) 
Martin,  born  July  27,  1741,  married  Deiva  Spen- 
cer. (2)  Jacob,  born  April  i,  1743,  died  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  (3;  Xodiah,  born  Sept.  5, 
1744,  died  Feb.  22,  1745.     (4)  Margaret,  born  Feb. 

18,  1746,  married  Col.  Pettibone,  of  Xorfolk,  Conn. 

(5)  Rushmore,  born  Xov.  30,  1747,  died  young. 

(6)  Xodiah  (2),  born  Oct.  4,  1749.  married  Aphia 
Butler,  of  Granby.  Margaret,  first  wife  of  Peter 
Holcomb,  died  Oct.  14,  1750,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married,  Dec.  10,  175T,  Tryphenia  Goss, 
who  bore  him  children  as  follows:    (j)  Ashcl, 
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born  Oct.  15,  175^,  married  Abigail  lloskins,  of 
Simsburv:  (S)  '1  heodocia,  born  May  lO,  1754,  died 
Xov.  25,  1773:  <.9)  Keziah,  born  Xov.  23,  1755, 
married  Elijah  Spencer,  of  Suftield  ;  (10)  I'ryphe- 
nia,  born  Dec.  10,  1757,  died  Xov.  12,  1775; 
Peter,  born  Jidy  24,  1759,  married  Zillah  Hoskins, 
of  Simsbury;  (_I2)  I^benezer,  born  .May  14,  171)1, 
married  Chloe  I'.acon  ;  (13)  Cyrus,  born  Dec.  14, 
1762,  married  Anna  Cadey,  of  Hartland ;  (_i4j  Ja- 
cob was  born  Oct.  27.  17O4;  (15)  Abel,  born  Xov. 
2,  17OC),  married  Ro.xey  liigly,  of  Simsbin  y ;  (16) 
Beulah,  born  Sept.  8,  I7()8,  died  young;  (17) 
Xaomi,  born  May  12,  1771,  married  Taylor  Higly, 
of  Simsbury;  (18)  Deborah,  !)orn  July  15,  i774r 
never  married,  ami  lived  to  be  over  seventy-five. 

Jacob  Holcomb,  son  of  Peter,  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  was  born  Oct.  27,  '1704, 
and  was  not  yet  in  his  'teens  when  the  Revolutionary 
war  began,  but  he  took  the  part  of  a  soldier  in  that 
great  struggle.  He  located  on  the  homestead  at 
Barndoor  Hills,  now  Gfanb>-,  and  there  spent  his 
life,  being  a  land  owner,  and  engaged  extensively  ia 
fanning.  He  was  active  in  public  matters,  and 
when  the  town  of  Granby  was  taken  from  Sims- 
bury he  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  change.  He 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Granby.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old-line 
Democrat.  He  married,  Feb.  22,  1791,  Theodosia 
Beacon,  born  in  1766,  who  bore  him  children  as  fol- 
lows:  (I)  Chester,  born  Dec.  17,  1791  ;  (2)  Ora- 
tor, born  April  25,  1794;  (  3)  Theodosia,  born  Feb. 
5,  1796,  married  X'elson  Reed;  (4)  Chauncey,  born 
Aug.  12,  179S;  (5)  Pliney,  born  April  15,  1803,- 
died  young.  Theodosia,  wife  of  Jacob  Holcomb,. 
I  died  Aug.  6,  1804,  and  for  his  second  wife  lie  mar- 
ried, Jan.  22,  1805,  Susan  Roe,  born  in  1775.  She 
b'ore  liim  several  children.  (6j  I'linc}',  born 
Zvlarch  28,  1806;  (7J  Sylvester,  born  }>larch  27,, 
1S09;  (8)  Charles  R.,  born  Jan.  6,  1812,  died  in 
1897.  Susan,  the  second  wife,  died  Oct.  17,  1834, 
and  for  his  third  wife  Jacob  Holcomb  married,  Xov. 
9,  1836,  Hannah  Holcomb,  widow  of  his  brother 
Ashel.    Jacob  Holcomb  died  Oct.  15,  1856. 

Orator  Plolcomb,  father  of  our, subject,  was  born 
April  25,  1794,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Granby; 
attended  the  public  schools  of  the  district,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  farm.  W  hen  a  young  man 
he,  with  little  help  from  his  parents,  bought  a  farni 
near  the  old  homestead,  and  there  spent  his  life,  en- 
gaged principally  in  general  fanning,  dairying  and 
stock  raising.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  1877.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat.  He  was  noted  for  his  honesty  and 
upright  character,  and  was  deeply  attached  to  hi.s 
home  and  family.  In  his  religious  views  he  was 
liberal,  and  always  lived  up  to  the  Golden  Rule.  He 
married,  in  Granby,  Cyrena  Reed,  who  was  born  in 
West  Granby,  a  daughter  of  David  Reed,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  West  Granby.  To  this  union  nine  chil- 
dren were  born:  Covil.  deceased;  Harriet,  who 
married  Jan-iCS  Ebbv,  of  Enfield  :  Luna,  who  mar- 
ried Plorace  Griffin  ;  Munson,  now  living  in  Granby  ;, 
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Oshoni.  of  Aurora,  Kano  Co.,  lil.  ;  Chaunocv  D..  our 
i.ul)jci't  ;  Ann.  who  died  \iii.n^':  r.kcla,  wlm  mar- 
ried W  ailsworlh  IVnid.  of  IJosUin,  .\la>s..  and  Wnvt. 
who  dici!  in  iSuij  at  W'ostticld,  Ma.ss.  Tiie  ni.iihvr 
of  our  subject  diied  on  the  farm  in  1870  aged  seventy 
years,  antl  was  buried  in  (^Iranby  cemetery.  Slie 
was  a  member  01  ibe  (Iranby  Meth'.xlist  lLpi--copal 
Cluircli,  a  good  Chri.stian  woman,  and  a  devoted 
motlier  and  wife. 

Cliauncey  D.  liolcomlx  the  suoject  of  this  sketch, 
attcndeil  tlie  district  sciic^ols  of  Granby,  also  tiie 
Granby  Academy,  He  was  reared  on  tlie  farni,  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old,  but  during-  his  youth  he  w  orked  out  among 
the  farmers  in  Granby.  At  twenty-two  he  started 
iti  business  for  himself,  peddling  jewelry  and  silver- 
ware, traveling  through  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, York  State  and  \"ermont,  and  continued  in 
that  business  for  six  years.  He  then  rettn-ncd 
home,  was  married,  and  settled  down  to  a  farmer's 
life  in  West  Simsbury,  settling  on  the  homestead  of 
his  father-in-law,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  tobacco  culture  and  dairying  and  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  added  largelv  to  the  original  farm,  and 
is  now  operating  a  tract  of  250  acres,  upon  which  he 
has  made  many  improvements.  Besides  farming  he 
has  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  and  for  several  years 
has  handled  carriages,  wagons,  etc.,  selling  in  the 
local  markets.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  judg- 
ment and  ability,  is  a  good  judge  of  stock,  and  a 
successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  ]\Ir.  Holcomb 
is  one  of  Simsbury's  most  progressive  citizens,  is  a 
stockholder  and  director  of  the  Simsbury  Creamery 
Company,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  enterprises 
that  are  beneticial  to  the  town  and  people.  He  is 
honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  noted  for  his  honesty 
of  purpose.  In  1859  he  married,  in  West  Sims- 
bury, Hannah  Buell,  a  native  of  that  village,  and 
daughter  of  Peter  C).  Buell.  The  marriage  of  our 
subject  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Anna 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  Instittite,  Suffield,  and  is  a  school 
teacher ;  Flora,  who  attended  the  Connecticut  Lit- 
erarv  Institute,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Alford,  of  West 
Simsbury,  and  has  one  son,  Stuart  A. ;  Irene  also 
attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and 
married  Elbert  \MIcox,  of  Granby,  now  a  resident  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  b}-  whom  she  has  two  children, 
Helen  J.  and  Howard  H. ;  Buell  T.,  who  studied  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  is  living  at  home; 
Dexter  is  at  home.  Mr.  Holcomb  is  a  member  of 
St.  ^Mark's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  'M.,  of  Simsbury.  In 
political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not  an  active 
politician.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Mr.  Holcomb 'has  won,  by  his 
business  successes,  his  public  spirit,  his  integrity  and 
loyalty,  the  general  regard  and  respect  of  the  com- 
mimity  in  which  he  lives. 

HOSEA  DAYTOX  FIUMPHREY  traces  his 
line  of  descent  from  ^.lichael  Humphrey,  of  England, 
"vvho  is  believed  to  have  come  to  America  prior  to 


1648.  although  the  precise  date  is  imcertain.  He 
married  Priscilla.  a  daughter  c>f  Matthew  Grant,  of 
W  indsor.  His  second  sun  was  Sanuiel  H..  a  lieu- 
tenaiu  in  the  CcKunal  militia,  who  was  burn  at 
\\"ind»ir,  I  inn..  May  15,  and  married  ( i^rsjb- 

ably  at  Windxir)  Mary  MilU.  Siie  was  a  (.ktngh- 
ter  (jf  Simiiu  and  Mary  (  IWiel  )  Mills,  and  was  born 
J^ec.  8,  lodj.  He  removed  tt)  Simsbury,  about  looy, 
and  became  an  intluenlial  citi.:en  of  the  place. 

']  he  next  m  Ime  of  descent  was  Ensign  Samuel 
Humphrey,  who  was  born  at  Shnsbury,  May  17, 
1080.  Jie  was  a  prosperous  trader  and  man  of 
prominence  in  the  comnuuiity.  He  was  the  father 
of  Lieui.  Sanuiel  (2),  also  of  Sinisburv,  who  was 
born  Uct.  15,  1710,  and  married  Alary,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  S.  \\  licox  and  his  wile,  Abigail  i  hayer. 
Site  was  born  in  1719.  Their  son,  Theophilus,  was 
born,  probably  in  174-I-,  at  West  Simstniry,  now 
Canton.  He  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  in  that  town,  and  filled  the  office 
many  years.  He  was  twice  married,  his  nrst  wife 
being  Hepzibah  Cornish,  and  his  second,  Diana 
Averill. 

Following  the  genealogical  record,  the  next  in 
order  is  Hon.  Loin  Htunphrey,  the  grandfather  of 
the  gentleman  wdiose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  memoir.  He  was  born  Dec.  31,  1771,  at  West 
Simsbury;  was  an  enterprising  and  successful 
farmer,  and  owned  a  large  estate.  He  was  a  man 
of  talent  and  influence ;  for  twenty  years  or  more 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1824  and  1S29.  He  was  first  selectman  for 
three  or  four  years,  and  held  other  minor  offices. 
He  bore  the  title  of  captain.  He  died  at  Canton 
(formerly  Simsbury)  Xov.  16,  1854.  He  married 
Rhoda  Case,  whose  parents,  Hosea  and  Rhoda  Case, 
were  residents  of  the  same  town  as  himself. 

Hosea  Dayton  Humphrey,  the  son  of  Loin 
Humphrey,  and  father  of  the  present  owner  of  tho 
name,  was  born  at  Canton,  Aug.  3,  1809.  Fie  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  a  man  of  high  educa- 
tion. He  graduated  from  Amherst  College,  and 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Henry  Starr,  Esci.,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  He  traveled  from  Connecticut  to 
Ohio  on  horseback,  and  finally  located  at  Crawfords- 
ville.  Ind.,  about  the  year  1832,  where  he  engaged 
in  practice.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  Ben- 
jamin T.  Ristine.  the  firm  name  being  Humphrey 
&  Ristine.  Air.  Himiphrey  was  a  strong  Democrat 
and  his  partner  an  equally  pronounced  \Miig,  and 
during  the  Harrison  campaign  of  1840  they  were 
active  on  opposite  sides,  the  former  opposing  Mr. 
Harrison's  candidacy,  although  he  was  his  personal 
friend.  He  was  a  man  of  intense  individualitv  and 
strongly  marked  characteristics.  Not  long  after 
the  founding  of  Wabash  College,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1834,  he  was  offered,  and  accepted,  the 
chair  of  mathematics  in  that  institution.  TFe  died 
Sept.  20,  1S45.  On  Sept.  23,  1835,  at  Warrea, 
Conn.,  he  manied  Caroline,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Lorain  (Carter)  Starr,  who  was  born  July  3, 
1811.    They  were  the    parents    of  six  children: 
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Henry,  Gcoryc  Starr,  I""rank  W'arron,  Austin  I\us- 
Flora  and  llosca  Da}  tun. 

riic  last  named  was  born  al  Crawfordsvillc,  Tnd., 
Ian.  18,  184').    He  received  a  nidinientary  educa- 
tion in  jnililic  and  select  sclu  ■ 'Is  at  Warren,  and 
conii)leted  his  scholastic  cotu'se  at  tlie  ■'iiinniery"  at 
W'ashnigton,   Conn.,   passing-    lhroui;ii    the  entire 
curriculum,  with  the  e.\cei)tion  of  the  languages. 
In  i8(>2  lie  graduated   and   came  to  Xew  iJritain. 
Here  his  tirst  einjiloyment  was  as  a  clerk  lor  Swift 
<v:  Whittlesey,  whose  place  of  btisiness  was  an  old 
building"  standing-  on  the  site  of  his  present  store. 
He  remained  with  this  hrm  for  five  years,  and  then 
accepted  the  position,  of  shipping  clerk  at  the  }ilall- 
eable  Iron  Works.    In  a  year,  however,    he  re- 
turned to  work  for  Mr.  W  hittlesey,  who  had  pur- 
chased Mr.  Swift's  interest  in  the  concern,  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  a  clerical  position  for  some  three 
years,  but  in  1874  bought  the  interest  of  his  employ- 
er's new  partner,  a  Mr.  Felt,  and  was  admitted  as 
a  partner,  the  firm  name  becoming  F".  Whittlesey  & 
Co.    In  1S87  ^Ir.  Humphrey  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest  and  entered  upon,  a  new  era  in  his 
prosperous  business  career.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
oldest  dry-goods  merchants  in  Xew  Britain.  In 
addition  to  his  private  Inisiness   he  has   been  for 
eighteen  years  auditor  of  the  Stanley  Works,  and 
for  the  past  three  years  a  director  in  the  Xew  Britain 
Savings- Bank.  He  is  a  man  of  broad,  well-educated 
public  spirit,  an  illustration  of  which  fact  is  afforded 
by  his  connection  with  the  securing  of  a  better  water 
supply  for  X'^ew  Britain.    ]Mr.  Flumphrey  was  in- 
strumental, with  other  members  of  the  water  board, 
in  securing  from  the  State  Legislature,  in  the  face 
of  great  opposition,  the  charter  by  which  the  city 
of  X'ew  Britain  was  enabled  to  take  the  waters  of 
Roaring  brook,  in  the  town  of  Wolcott,  six  miles 
■distant,  and  convey  them  to  Shuttle  ^^vleadow  reser- 
voir, thus  insuring  a  permanent  water  supply  for 
many  years  to  come.    The  work  of  laying  pipes,  etc. 
■was  done  at  a  time  most  advantageous ;  had  it  been 
delayed  two  years  it  wotild  have  cost  the  citv  at  I 
least  $150,000  more.    The    plan    was  thoroughly  | 
feasible,  but  its  execution  involved  a  municipal  out-  I 
lay  of  sorrte  $300,000,  and  to  secure  its  adoption  was 
a  task  of  no  small  magnitude.    Being  elected  d 
-member  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners  for 
three  terms,  ^^Ir.  Humphrey    with   his  colleagues 
■was  able  to  secure  its  acconipiishment,  thereby  plac- 
ing the  city  under  a  heavy  anrl  lasting  obligation. 

Politically  ^Ir.  Humphre\'  has  ahvavs  been  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  an  active  worker  for  his 
party's  success.  For  six  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  town  committee,  and  has  also  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  for  the  Thirrl  ward.  Socially 
he  is  a  man  of  affable  manners  and  genial  disposi- 
tion, a  true  friend,  and  liberal  in  his  contributions 
to  the  cause  of  charity.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
New  Britain  Club,  as  well  as  of  the  Order  of  the 
L'nited  American  ^Mechanics  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  is  a  past  regent  in  the  Roval  Arcanum.  His 
rel  iglous  creed  is  that  of  the  Congregational  Church, 


I  of  which  he  is  an  active,  liberal  and  consistent  mem- 
!  ber.  He  is  connected  with  the  South  Congrcga- 
j  tional  Church  ot  Xew  Britain,  has  been  supcnn- 
j  tciulcnt  of  the  jtmior  department  of  its  Sunday- 
school  for  si.K  years,  and  is  now  clerk  and  niem])er 
:  of  the  society's  committee. 

Un  Oct.  4.  1S71,  I\Ir.  Humphrc}  n-iarried  Harriet 
Loomis,  who  was  Ijorn  at  Xew  L'ritain  Feb. 
14,  1847,  and  tliey  have  two  children:  Hovranl 
Starr  and  Flora  Loomis,  The  elder  was  born  C)ct. 
'  1^75-  graduated  from  the  Sheftield  Scientihc 
I  School  of  Vcile  College  in  1S1J7,  and  for  a  time  was 
connected  with  the  importing  firm  of  A.  B.  Heine 
&  Co.,  of  Xew  York,  being  now  with  the  Barker 
Shirt  Company,  of  Xew  Britain.  The  daughter. 
Flora  Loomis,  is  a  pupil  at  tlie  Xew  Britain  high 
school,  in  the  class  of  lyoi. 

GEORGE  E.  HADLEY,  deceased.  A  some- 
what detailed  history  of  ^.Ir.  Hadley's  familv  n-iay 
be  found  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  Reuben  W. 
Hadley  on  another  page. 

George  E.  Fladley  was  born  in  Dudley,  AA'or- 
cester shire,  England,  on  l-'eb.  13,  1S39,  a  sen  of 
George  Hadley.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  after  coming  to  Winsted  at- 
tended night  school  and  received  son-ie  private  in- 
struction from  a  ^Ir.  Pease,  who  was  connected 
with  the  X^ormal  School.  His  training  in  the  or- 
dinary English  branches  was  fairly  good,  and  tlie 
knov.'ledge  acquired  in  his  boyhood  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  of  well-directed  reading,  he 
having  always  kept  himself  closely  in  touch  with  the 
history  of  passing  events,  as  well  as  with  general 
current  literature, 
i  In  the  spring  of  1854  ]Mr.  Hadley  went  to  work 
!  in  the  shovel  and  tongs  shop,  of  which  his  father 
was  superintendent.  On  the  purchase  of  the  busi- 
ness by  Russell  &:  Erwin  and  its  removal  to  X'ew 
Britain  he  entered  the  employ  of  that  concern, 
with  whom  he  was  connected  for  forty  years,  en- 
joying the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  employe 
in  consecutive  service  in  the  employ  of  the  house. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  he  assumed  the  contract 
held  by  him,  and  continued  to  perform  his  part  there- 
under until  Jan.  12,  1899.  He  was  one  of  the  last 
two  contractors  to  surrender  his  privilege,  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  had  been  singularly  succes.s- 
ful,  having,  at  times,  as  many  as  twenty-six  men 
in  his  employ.    ^Ir.  Hadley  died  Oct.  16,  1899. 

yiv.  Hadley  was  always  an  active  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  Republican  party,  both  locally  and 
nationally.  Fle  represented  the  Third  ward  of  the 
city  of  X'ew  Britain  in  the  council  in  1876  and 
again  in  1886  and  1S87.  He  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fire  commission  during  the  first  year 
of  its  organization,  and  was  from  iSf-o  to  1870  a 
member  of  the  volunteer  department.  With  the 
institution  of  the  paid  fire  department  of  X'ew 
Britain  he  connected  him^self  with  that  branch  of 
the  city's  service,  filling  the  |xjst  of  foreman  of  Hose 
C'.mpany  Xo.  i  for  two  years  and  acting  as  assistant 
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chief  for  one  year.  His  natural  foiulncss  for  mil- 
itary service  Kil  him  tu  C!ili>l  in  the  Slate  militia, 
in  which  ho  was  commissioned  first  as  secontl  lieu- 
tenant, and  afterward  rose  to  the  grades  of  fir^-t 
lieutenaiu  and  captain  in  Company  E,  of  the  u'h 
Regiment.  He  held  the  latter  rank  at  the  time  of 
Ills  resignation.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  Har- 
mony Lodge,  Xo.  20,  A.  K.  &  .\.  ]\[.,  and  of  the 
Royal  .-\rcaiuun ;  was  also  a  director  in  the  Xew 
Britain  lUtilding  &  Loan  Association.  >lis  re- 
ligious faith  was  that  of  the  ^1.  E.  Church,  of  which 
body  he  was  a  devout  and  consistent  member. 

To  Mr.  Hadley's  marriage  with  Anna  T.  Allen 
have  been  born  two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  the  other  being  Edward  W.  The  mother 
of  these  died  in  1S71,  and  in  1S73  ^-f""-  ILadley  mar- 
ried Helen  T.  Jackson,  daughter  of  William  and 
Harriet  (Lewis  )  Jackson,  of  Bristol.  Of  this  union 
were  born  WilUam  L.,  Robert  G.  and  Helen  ^Lay. 

HOX.  ABXER  SLADE  HART,  a  well-known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Cnionville,  Hart- 
ford county,  vcas  born  July  15.  1823,  in  Barkham- 
sted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Braintree, 
England,  in  1005,  and  came  to  the  Xew  ^^'orId  on 
a  vessel  which  dropped  anchor  in  ^lassachusetts 
Bay  about  1632.  After  living  for  a  time  in  Cam- 
bridge, ?^Ias5.,  he  came  to  Hartford  with  the  Hook- 
er Colony,  in  1635,  and  tradition  says  that  the  town 
was  called  Hart-ford  from  the  ford  he  discovered 
and  used  near  th.e  foot  of  wliat  is  now  Morgan 
street.  He  took  the  lead  in  settling  among  the 
Tunxis  Indians  in.  Farmington,  and  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  v.diat  is  now  called  Cider  Brook. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  representatives  in  1647. 
He  was  twice  married,  liis  second  wife  being  ]\Iar- 
garet,  widow  of  Arthur  Smith.  He  and  his  .  first 
wife  were  constituent  members  of  the  church  or- 
ganized at  Farmington  in  1652. 

(H)  Thomas  Hart,  the  third  son  and  youngest 
child  of  Deacon  Stephen  Flart,  was  born  in  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  Oct.  24,  1649,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Anthony  Hawkins, 
a  distinguished  man  of  Farmington.  He  took  a 
very  prominent  part  in  both  military  and  civil  af- 
fairs; was  commissioned  ensign  in  Alay,  1678.  and 
lieutenant  in  1693.  He  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  in  i6q^  ;  -was  deputy  from  Farmington  in 
1690,  1692,  i6<:j4,  1605,  1(596,  1697,  1698,  1691;,  1700, 
1704,  1705  and  1706;  was  speaker  of  the  General 
Court  in  1700,  1704,  1705  and  1706;  commissioner 
for  Farmington  in  1G92,  1693,  1G94,  1695  and  i5c)7; 
and  justice  for  Hartford  county  in  1698,  1701,  1702, 
1703.  1704,  1705  and  1706.  He  inherited  a  por- 
tion of  his  father's  homestead  in  Farmington ;  was 
a  man  of  wealth,  activitv  and  usefulness,  and  he 
and  John  Hooker  were  the  two  most  prominent  men 
of  the  town  and  conspicuous  in  the  Colony.  Capt. 
Hart  died  Aug.  27,  1726,  and  was  bu.-ied  with  mil- 
itary honors. 

(HI)  Hawkins  Hart,  the  next  in  direct  descent 


to  our  sul)jcct,  was  born  in  Farmington-  in  1677,. 

I  and  was  married,  Sept.  7,   1701,  t,,  Sarah  Roys. 

i  On  CJct.  4.  1705,  he  moved  to  Wallingford,  Conn., 

i  where  he  died  May  24.  1735.    He  re{)resented  Wall- 

I  ingford  in  the  General  Court  for  nine  consecutive 

j  years,  from  1714  to  1723. 

Xathaniel Hart,  Ix-rn  in  Farmington  June- 
19,  1702,  was  married,  Dec.  21,  1727,  to  Martha, 

I  daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  and  Eh/.;!beth  (Roys) 
Lee,  and  died  Oct.  2,  1750.  He  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  Hawkins  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

(\')  Hawkins  Hart,  the  grandfatlicr  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  February,  1736,  in  Meriden,. 
Conn.,  and  throughout  life  followed  the  carpenter's- 
and  joiner's  trade.  He  was  married,  Feb.  12,  1761, 
to  Abigail  Hall,  a  daughter  of  I'cter  and  Ivobecca 
(Bartholomew)  Hall,  and  died  -May  26,  1824.  He, 
served  with  distinction  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  He  had  nine  cliildren,  of  whom 
Hawkins  Hart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  eighth 
in  the  order  of  birth. 

(VI)  Flawkins  Hart  was  born  in  Wallingford 
Jan.  28,  1781,  and  in  1789  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Barkhamsted,  where  he  died  Oct.  8,  1836. 
He  was  also  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade.  On 
Dec.  5,  1805,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

!  Lois  Slade,  who  was  born  April  6,  1785,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Chester,, 
born  July  16,  1806,  married  Julia  Case,  and  is  de- 
ceased: Rebecca,  born  ]\Iarch  6,  iSoS,  died  in  April, 
1842;  Betsey,  born  .May  6,  iSio,  died  Feb.  6,  1822,-: 
\\'illiam  H.  H.,  Dorn  Aug.  28,  181 2,  married  Eliza 
Scovil,  and  died  while  serving  in  the  Cnion  armv: 
Fanny,  born  Xov.  10,  1814,  died  Jan.  3,  1816;  Fanny 
Amilla,  born  Jan.  2,  1S16,  died  in  Jannary,  1840; 
Sarah,  born  Jan.  24,  1818,  is  a  resident  of  Belvi- 
dere.  111. :  Olive,  born  ;^cpt.  2,  1820,  died  Feb.  5, 
1822:  Abner  S.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order 

{  of  birth;  Lois,  born  Sept.  14,  1S25  died  in  Decem- 

j  ber,  1825  ;  and  Hannah  A.,  born  July  8,  1827,  is  a 
resident  of  Brodhead.  Wisconsin. 

Abner  S.  Hart  was  reared  in  Barkhamsted,  and 
was  educated  at  a  select  school.    After  the  comple- 

j  tion  of  his  education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  fourteen  years,  alternating  this  occupation  with 
farming  during  the  summer  months.  In  1S66  he 
established  himself  in  the  drug  business  at  River- 
ton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  three  years  later 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  that  place,  wdiich  po- 
sition he  filled  for  twelve  years.  Selling  out  his 
business  to  his  sons.  Myron  and  Leverett  C,  he 
came  to  Unionville,  Hartford  county,  and  in  March, 
1878,  opened  a  general  store  in  company  with  his 
son,  H.  W.  Flart,  under  the  name  of  A.  S.  Hart 
&  Son.  In  April,  1806.  feeling  some  of  the  in- 
firmities of  old  iige  after  being  in  active  business 
pursuits  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  vears,  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  store  to  his  son,  H.  W.  Hart, 
who  now  carries  on  the  business  under  the  name 
of  H.  W.  Hart  &  Co. 

In  April,  1848.  ^Ir.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage 

1  with  Miss  Julia  Rose,  who  died  June  8,  1863,  leav- 
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iiiij  three  children:  (i)  INIyron,  born  Jan.  17,  1849, 
married  Carrie  Ransom,  now  deceased,  and  resides 
in  Sprins^lield,  .\lajs. ;  his  cliildren  are  Gertrude, 
!Mainie,  Julia  and  Ehna.  {j)  Leverctt  C,  born 
Sept.  9.  1S50,  is  engaged  in  the  groceiy  Ini-iness  c'U 
All)any  avenue,  llanford,  Conn.;  he  nKuricil  ."^arah 
■Gilbert,  and  has  two  children,  IScrdina  and  }vlyrtle. 
(3)  Henry  W'.,  burn  Aug.  8,  1858,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Cnionville  since 
1896.  He  married  Jennie  Amidon,  ana  has  one 
child,  Aleta.  Mr.  Hart  was  again  married,  at 
Barkhanisted,  his  second  union  being  with  ^vlrs. 
^largaret  Maria  (^Driggs)  \\'illiams,  a  daughter  of 
Sterhng  and  Flavia  (,  15 race)  Driggs.  Her  father, 
Avho  was  an  old  resident  of  Barkhanisted,  died  Xov. 
27,  1SS2. 

Socially  'Mr.  Hart  is  affiliated  with  Evening 
Star  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  religiously  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs.  Politically  he  was  first  a  W  big, 
later  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henry  Clay  in  1844.  He  has  been  honored  with 
a  number  of  local  offices,  including  that  of  acting 
school  visitor,  which  he  creditably  filled  for  four- 
teen years,  has  also  been  chairman  of  the  beard  of 
relief,  and  in  1SS7  represented  Farmington  in  the 
State  Legislature.  In  all  his  varied  relations  of 
life  he  has  maintained  a  character  and  standing  that 
has  impressed  all  with  his  sincere  and  manly  pur- 
pose to  do  by  others  as  he  would  have  others  do 
by  him. 

HEXRY  H.  NICHOLS  (deceased),  who  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive 
citizens  of  Plantsville,  was  born  in  Trumbull.  Conn., 
May  14,  1840,  a  son  of  Abijah  M.  and  Permelia 
Nichols.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  his 
native  town  until  1862,  when  he  came  to  Plants- 
ville and  accepted  a  position  with  the  S.  Stow  ]\Ian- 
ufacturing  Co.,  since  merged  into  the  Peck,  Stow 
&  Wilcox  Co.,  with  which  he  was  connected  until 
his  death,  and  by  faithful  and  satisfactory  service 
he  advanced  to  the  position  of  foreman  and  shipper 
of  the  tinners'  machines  and  tools  manufactured  by 
their  Plantsville  branch.  He  enjoyed  to  a  remark- 
able degree  the  confidence  of  his  employers,  and 
"vvas  highly  respected  by  those  working  under  him. 

On  April  13,  1876,  Mr.  Nichols  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kate  Spellman,  a  daughter  of 
William  L.  and  Eliza  (Beckwith)  Spellman,  of 
Plantsville,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
Harry  AL,  on  .\pril  6.  1878.  Industrious,  frugal 
and  economical,  yir.  Nichols  acquired  a  handsome 
competence,  and  was  able  to  leave,  his  family  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  Pie  was  public-spirited 
and  progressive,  and  always  took  a  deep  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  material  prosperity 
of  the  village  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  South'ngton  Water  Co.,  and  was 
identified  with  other  enterprises  which  had  for 
their  object  pulilic  improvement.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  33,  F.  &  A. 


M..  and  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
jiarty.    He  died  March  _»,  1896,  honored  and  re- 
\  spected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

WILLIAM  HEXRY  ROBINSON.    The  Rob- 
inson fann'ly.  from  which  this  well-known  re^^ident 
of  Collinsville  is  descended,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  Xew  England  States,  the  line  being  traced  to 
Rev.  John  Robinson,  who  is  regarded  as  the  Father 
of  Congregationalism.    He  was  born  in  one  of  the 
\  midland  counties  of  England  in  1575,  and  in  1592 
he  entered  Corpus  Christi  College,  at  Cambridge, 
England,  where  he  received  a  fellowship  in  1598. 
This  he  resigned  in  1604,  having  become  converted 
'  to  the  Puritan  faith,  and  from  that  time  his  life  was 
I  devoted  to  preaching  its  doctrines.    He  intended  to 
come  to  America,  but  he  died  in  the  town  of  Leyden, 
Holland,  ^larch  i,  1625,  aged  fifty  years,  during  the 
plague.     He   married  Bridget    \\'hite,    and  had 
children:   James  (or  John)  ;  Bridget,  wdio  married 
May  26,  1627,  John  Gryn\A-ich,  a  student  of  theol- 
ogy ;  Isaac ;  iMercy  ;  Fear ;  and  Jacob, 
j       Isaac  Robinson,  born  in  1610,   came  to  New 
j  England  in  1 63 1,  and  settled   first   in  Plymouth, 
;  Mass.    lie  was  a  freeman  of  the  Colony  in  1653. 
.  He  removed  to  Scituate  in  1636;  to  Barnstable  in 
!  1639 ;  to  Falmouth  in  1663  ;  and  in  1673  went  to  Tis- 
j  bury,  on  Martha's  \'ineyard,  where  he  remained 
I  until  November,  1701.    He  then  returned  to  Barn- 
stable, where  he  died  in    1704,   aged  ninety-four 
I  years.    For  over  ten  years  he  had  been  a  member 
I  of  the  Barnstable  Church.    On  June  27,  1636,  he 
married  ^vlargaret  Flanaford,  of  Scituate,  a  half-sis- 
I  ter  of  Edward  Foster,  who  came  from  Kent,  Eng- 
;  land,  in  1633,  and  settled  in  Scituate.      They  had 
i  children  as  follows:    Susanna,  born  in  1637,  died  in 
childhood;  John,  born  in  1640,  married  Elizabeth 
i  Weeks;  Isaac,  born  in  xAugust,  1642,  was  drowned 
at  Falmouth  Oct.  6,  1668;  Fear,  born  in  1644,  mar- 
I  ried  Samuel  Baker;  and  [Mercy,  born  in  1647,  "lar- 
I  ried  William  Weeks,  [March  16,  1669.    The  mother 
I  of  this  family  died  soon  afer  the  birth  of  the  last 
child,  and  by  his  second  wife,  [Mary,  [\Ir.  Robinson 
had  children  as  follows :    A  daughter,  born  June  6, 
i  1649,  "^''C*^      infancy;  Israel,  born  in  1651  ;  Jacob, 
born  in  1653;  Experience;  Joab ;  Isaac;  [\Iary ;  Pe- 
i  ter ;  and  Thomas. 

j  Lieut.  Peter  Robinson  was  born  in  Barnstable, 
1  or  Falmouth,  about  1654,  and  made  his  home  in 
j  Scotland,  ^^'indham  Co.,  Conn.  His  wife,  Experi- 
I  ence  [Manston,  was  a  daughter  of  John  }kIanston,  of 
;  Tisbury.  She  died  at  their  home  in  Scotland  April 
i  30,  1727.    They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  as 

follows:    Sarah,  l^orn  1688,  who  was  married  X'ov. 

15,  1725,  to  Hezekiah  [Mason;  Abiah,  wife  of  Rich- 
i  ard  Andrews ;  Israel,  born  in  i<'^>96,  who  married  Sa- 
;  rah  Sabin ;  Peter;  Thomas:  Abigail,  born  in  1701, 
j  who  was  married  Sept.  30,  1725,  to  Elihu  Palmer; 
:  Simeon,  who  married  Jerusha  Kingsley ;  Benjamin, 
j  who  married  Jerusha  Bringhatn;  Joseph,  born  in 
i  1706,  who  married  [Mehitable  Read;  Isaac  and  Ann, 
'  (twins),  born  Aug.  28,  1798;  [Mary,  wife  of  John 
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Johnson;  Klioda.  wiio  niarrittl  Xoah  Carpenter; 
Martha :  and  Ehzahoih. 

IVlcr  Rohinson,  son  i.t  Licnt.  IVter,  was  h.nn 
in  i(>y7.  and  \va>  married  June  30,  i7-'5,  to  Ivuih 
Fuller.  dauLihter  ot  Samuel  and  Eli.;aheth  (  Tliaek- 
cr)  indler,  of  Manstieid.  He  died  -Mareh  jj,  1785, 
and  his  wife  on  Jan.  9,  1793,  their  remains  heini;- 
buried  in  Seothuul  ceiiielery.  Thcv  liad  twelve 
children:  Samuel,  born  iul\-  6.  I7_'i);  Experienee, 
April  22.  1728:  I'eter.  ^lav  19.  1730:  Elizaboih. 
ISov.  6.  173J:  joal).  Any.  14,  1734:  Xatlian.  July 
19,  1736;  Abner,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent; 
Kuth,  Dec.  14.  1740;  Eliab.  Auq.  22.  1742  (who 
married  Lucy  Williams j  ;  Rachel,  .March  30,  1744  ; 
Bathsheba,  July  31,  1746;  and  Joshua,  Sept.  24, 
1748,  who  was  married  in  1771  to  Sybil  Webb. 

Capt.  Abner  Robinson,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  was  born  at  the  homestead  in  Scotlauil 
Feb.  22,  1738.  and  died  there  Xov.  24,  1S15.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  emplo\  - 
ing  in  his  shop  and  on  his  farm  three  hired  men. 
On  receiving-  the  news  of  tne  battle  of  Lexington  all 
four  enlisted  and  went  to  Boston,  the  shop  was 
closed,  and  the  farm  was  run  bv  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters, the  eldest  of  whom,  when  he  went  awav,  was 
but  twelve  years  eld.  He  was  ensign  of  a  companv 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  later  became  lieu- 
tenant and  captain,  serving  in  the  latter  capacity  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  On  April  7,  ijb},,  he  married 
Mehitabel  Palmer,  daughter  of  Eliezer  Palmer,  of 
Scotland.  She  died  Oct.  15,  1819.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Philena,  born  I\Iarch  24.  1764; 
Lois,  Xov.  15,  1765;  ^Nlehitabel,  Jan.  29,  170S;  Ab- 
ner, March  i,  1770,  who  married  Clarissa  \\'ebb ; 
Mary,  April  10.  1772:  Elizabeth,  Aug.  6,  1774; 
Septimus,  who  is  mentioned  below ;  and  Polly, 
^larch  30,  17S0. 

Septimus  Robinson,  son  of  Abner,  was  born  in 
Scotland  April  14,  1777,  and  died  there  Sept.  14, 
1842.  His  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1850  he  represented  Windham  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature. He  was  married  Feb.  6,  1803,  to  Sarah 
Webb,  who  was  born  Jan.  31.  17S2.  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Content  (Hewett)  Webb,  and  died  at 
Hartford  Dec.  27,  1852.  They  had  the  following 
children  :  ]\Iarcia  Pamela,  born  Aug.  19,  1805,  was 
married  Sept.  14,  183 1,  to  Thomas  J.  Litchfield,  of 
Hartford ;  Henry  Webb,  father  of  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  X'athan  Leach,  born 
Dec.  13,  1810,  was  married  X'ov.  23.  1S35,  to  Louisa 
C.  Tvlatson,  of  Glastonbury:  William  Pitt,  born 
Nov.  20,  1813,  died  Jan.  29,  1852;  Alfred  Augustus 
was  born  Oct.  3,  181 5;  George  Edward,  born  April 
6,  1823,  died  May  23.  1845. 

Henry  Webb  Robinson,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Scotland  June  6,  1807,  and  after  receiv- 
ing a  common-school  edtication  learned  the  black- 
smith trade.  He  located  at  CoUinsville,  then  South 
Canton,  where  he  found  employment  in  the  Collins 
Ax  Factory,  which  was  then  in  its  infancy,  only 
eight  other  men  being  then  emi)loyed.  namely : 
Charles  ^ilorgan,  foreman;  Myron  H.  Morgan  and 


Thomas  II.  Snuth.  ax  m;d-:(.rs:  Clurles  I'-cacli, 
l>lack>milh  :  Daniel  I'nurne,  striker;  l)a\id  Lane, 
grinder;  William  B>rainerd,  grin.ler:  Elislia  k'aiMi- 
barn.  p<ili.sher.  1  lem-y  W  .  i\c  iiiinson  remained 
with  the  comp;ui\'  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  Aug.  18,  1874,  making  a  i)eri(id  of  forty-si.x 
years  of  active  service.  He  wa>  a  Democrat  until 
the  Civil  war;  v.hen  he  became  a  IveinibHcan,  l)nt 
never  sought  office,  and  was  a  meiiiber  of  the  I'ni- 
versalist  Church.  .Mr.  Robinson  marrietl  Caroline 
M.  Willonghby,  of  CaiUerbur\-.  Windham  Co., 
Conn.,  antl  thev  had  four  children,  of  whom  two 
lived  to  mattu'it}  ;  William  Henry;  and  Julia,  wife 
of  John  E.  Wheelock.  of  Colliiisville.  The  Tuotber, 
who  was  a  devotit  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  died  Oct.  4,  1S93.  on  her  eighty- fourth 
birthday. 

William  Henrv  Robinson  was  born  at  CoUins- 
ville Sept.  16,  1835,  and  attended  school  there.  .\t 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Bristol,  where  he 
worked  in  a  store  for  seven  years,  afterward  re- 
turning to  CoUinsville  and  engaging  in  mercantile 
business  with  John  E.  Wheelock.  In  1862  he  en- 
tered the  Collins  Works,  being  employed  first  in 
making  bayonets,  and  for  the  past  thirty-seven  ve^.rs 
he  has  worked  for  them  in  difterent  capacities,  and 
for  several  years  has,  been  engineer  in  the  shops. 
He  was  married,  Jan.  30,  1861,  to  Sophia  E.  Allen, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Frederick  .A.llen,  of  Bristol.  She 
died  .April  22,  1S64.  leaving  no  issue,  and  was  buried 
at  Bristol.  On  June  2,  1869.  Air.  Robinson  mar- 
ried Alinerva  .A.  Hotchkiss,  of  Pine  Aleadow,  Litch- 
field county,  and  daughter  of  Willard  Hotchkiss. 
Our  subject  is  a  Republican,  but  no  office  seeker, 
and  in  religious  convictions  is  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Eclectic 
Lodge  X'o.  64,  L  O.  O.  F.,  CoUinsville,  and  to  Ctis- 
ter  Council  X'o.  85,  O.  U.  .A.  ^l.,  of  Flartford,  being 
a  charter  member. 

The  Hotchkiss  family,  of  which  ]Mrs.  Robinson 
is  a  member,  is  also  of  pioneer  stock.  Samuel 
Hotchkiss,  the  first  of  this  name  in  this  country, 
was  a  native  of  the  county  of  Essex,  England,  and 
i  came  to  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1641.    In  August, 
!  1642,  he  married  Elizabeth  Cleverly,  and  his  death 
I  occurred  Dec.  26,  1663.    Of  his  six  children,  John, 
j  born  in  1643,  '^^'^s  married  Dec.  4,  1672,  to  Eliza- 
beth Peck,  daughter  of  Henry  Peck :  Samuel,  born  in 
1645,    was    married  in   1678  to  Sarah  Talmage ; 
James  was  born  in  1647;  Joshua  is  the  next  in  the 
line  of  descent;  Thomas,  born  Dec.  16,  1654,  was 
married  Xov.  26,  1677,  to  Sarah  Williams,  and  died 
in  171 1  ;  Daniel,  born  June  8,  1657,  was  married  to 
Esther  Sperry  June  20,  1683,  and  died  in  1712. 

Joshua  Hotchkiss  was  born  Sept.  16,  165 1,  and 
was  a  prominent  citizen  of  X'ew  Plaven.  Eignt 
children  were  born  to  him  :  Mary,  born  .April  30, 
1679;  Stephen,  who  is  mentioned  below:  Martha, 
born  Dec.  14,  1683,  who  marrierl  Thomas  Brooks  in 
1702;  Priscilla ;  .Abraham;  Desire;  Isaac;  and 
Jacob,  who  remained  on  the  homestead. 

Deacon  Stephen  Hotchkiss  was  born  Aug.  12, 
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l('>Sr,  aiiil  spi-iU  his  lit'o  in  Clicsliire.  Conn.,  wlicre 
lie  owned  properly.  On  Dec.  u.  1704.  lie  married 
l-llizabeth  Sjjerry,  of  \e\v  ilaven,  and  lliee  li.ul 
twelve  chiklren :  Joslnia,  born  Au^;.  J(>.  iJO'^; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1706;  Mar\',  lii^rn  Ian.  i.  171,18, 
who  married -Xalhan  r.arnes  ;  1  lannah.  horn  Ian.  10. 
1710,  who  married  Scejjhen  Alwaier:  l-'Iizaheih  (2), 
born  ]-""eb.  18,  1712;  Deacon  (  iideon,  born  Dec.  5, 
1716,  who  was  the  father  of  nineteen  children,  and 
attained  the  age  of  ninety-one  \  ears  :  Stephen,  the 
next  in  line  of  descent;  Silas,  horn  Xnv.  2J,  1711;, 
who  married  Widow  Ulcolt :  1  lannah,  burn  l\li.  23, 
1722;  r.athashua,  born  Sept.  i,  1724,  who  married 
Ralph  Lines;  Benjamin,  born  I'eb.  i,  1728,  who 
married  lilizabeth  ]vobcrts ;  and  Xoah,  wIu)  was 
born  Nov.  24,  1736,  and  died  Jan.  i(),  17G0. 

Stephen  Ilotchkiss  was  born  Dec.  20,  17 iS,  and 
died  May  16,  1S07.  lie  married  {i  )  Thankfnl 
Cook,  who  died  Sept.  14,  iy(>o.  and  on  March  2, 
1762,  he  married  Anne,  widow  of  Daniel  Johnson, 
and  danghter  of  Eaven  and  Rachel  Ro\ce.  She 
died,  and  he  was  married  a  third  time,  Sept.  13. 
1782,  to  Thankful  Brooks,  a  widow.  He  had  in  all 
seven  children.  Of  these,  Esther,  born  C)ct.  23, 
1743,  died  Oct.  15,  174Q.    Tliankful,  Ijorn  March 

14,  1745,  was  married  to  Stephen  Cook.  Susannah, 
born  Aug-.  3,  1747,  died  Oct.  15,  1749.  Estiier  (2) 
was  born  June  9,  1750.  Susannah,  born  July  20, 
1752,  married  Zebulon  Frisby,  who  died  Mav  21, 
1806;  she  entertained  Gen.  \\'ashington  while  he 
was  marching'  through  Burlington,  Conn.,  and  her 
death  occurred  there  in  1S38.    Stephen,  born  July 

15,  1754,  died  Feb.  15,  1802.  Samuel  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below. 

Samuel  Hotchkiss,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  Oct.  22,  1755, 
and  died  March  19,  1843.  He  settled  in  Burling- 
ton, and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in 
1777  to  Rachel  Upson,  of  Bristol,  who  was  born  in 
1754,  and  died  June  23,  1833.  Of  their  children, 
Mary  Xewell,  born  August,  1779,  married  Daniel 
Andruss.  Isaac,  born  yiay.  1781,  married  Lucy 
Goodsel,  and  was  killed  Julv  14,  1819,  bv  falling 
in  the  barn.  Rachel,  born  in  ]\Iarch,  1783,  was  re- 
markable for  her  beauty;  in  1804  she  married  Capt. 
John  Spencer,  who  was  born  -Aug.  8,  1782,  and  by 
whom  she  had  ten  children;  she  died  in  ]May,  1820. 
Zenas,  born  in  December,  17S5,  married  Lydia 
Phelps.  Lucretia  married  Elisha  Cleveland.  Sam- 
uel is  mentioned  below.  Anson,  born  June  10, 
1793.  married  Chloe  Cook,  and  died  }vlav  11,  1856. 
Lovisa,  born  in  1794,  was  the  second  wife  of  Capt. 
John  Spencer,  referred  to  above.  Carlos,  born  in 
1797,  married  Phila  Clark,  and  settled  in  Burling- 
ton, on  the  old  homestead. 

Samuel  Hotchkiss  was  born  in  Burling-ton  Oct. 
5,  1789,  and  died  in  Xew  Hartford  Jan.  6,  1859. 
He  was  a  woodworker  by  occupation,  and  he  took 
an  active  pilrt  in  politics  as  a  ^^  hig,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  a  Free- 
mason, and  religiously  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.    On  May  29,  18 14,  he  was  married 


1  to  Chloe  Marsh,  who  was  lorn  Sept.  21,  17<)2,  and 
I  they   had   children  as   follows:    Eliza   Ann,  Ixjrn 
:  Aj'ril  i>),  181  5,  died  June  14,  1817.     Ahigad  .Marsh, 
burn   Nov,  2,   1810,  married   ."^ehlen   .MtUard.  and 
'  died  Jime   15,    1808.  at  Areata.     W'illard  is  mer.- 
tioned  below.      W'olcott,  liorn  July  17,  1820,  died 
I  Dec.  7,  1S39.    Correll  Upson,  born  July  22,  1822, 
1  was  married  April  14,  1850,  to  Laura  Boyden  ;  tlicir 
I  daughter.  Miss  Louise  Ilotchkiss,  has  been  a  school 
teacher  of  Coliinsville.    Eli.:a  Ann,  born  M;iv  29, 
j  J  824,  was  married  Mav  22,  1846,  to  I-'rancis  X. 
:  llolley,  of  Torrington,  and  died  yinv  15.  iS!)f_).  .Mi- 
nerva Rossiter,  born  June  2,  1826,  was  married  Sept. 
19,  1846,  to  Nelson  G.  Hinckley,  of  Hartford.  Rob- 
ert was  born  June  9,  1828.    Harriet,  born  May  28, 
1830,  died  Jan.  24,  1874.    George,  born  Feb,  21, 
1833,  now  deceased,  was  a  resident  of  luireka,  Cal. 
Eugene,  born  June  i,  1839,  died  in  Ljwa  Sept.  21, 
iB45- 

W'illard  Hotchkiss,  father  of  Mrs.  Robinson, 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1S18,  at  Xew  Hartford,  near 
Town  .Hill,  and  died  ^lay  iS,  1S68.  He  received 
a  common-school  education,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  pattern  maker,  which  he  followed  in  X'ew  Flart- 
ford  in  connection  with  farming,  becoming  a  suc- 
cessful man  financially.  He  was  proiuinent  in  local 
aftairs,  and  held  various  offices,  including  that  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  being  elected  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket.  On  July  23,  1843,  ^^'^  ^\'<is  married  at 
Pine  ^Meadow,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  Cro- 
mack,  who  was  born  at  Leeds,  England,  Jan.  25, 
1825,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cromack.  She  died  in 
1897,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  'Mrs.  Codaire,  of 
Canton.  Their  children  were;  Mary,  v.-ife  of 
Beniley  Frazier,  has  one  daughter,  Clara,  who  is 
married  to  George  Wilcox,  and  has  one  son,  Frazier 
Bentley.  Isabella  married  \\'.  S.  Gould,  of  South- 
ington.  Conn.,  and  had  two  sons,  VV'illard  J.  and 
Flarry  H.  (deceased);  Willard  J.  married  Emma 
X'elson  Clark,  and  nas  two  children,  Doris  Clark  and 
Clark  Gould;  ^linerva  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  H. 
Robinson,  our  subject.  Alfred,  deceased,  formerly 
a  merchant  in  Coliinsville,  left  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  X'ellie  T.  and  Edwin  .\.  (now  a  student 
at  ?^IcGill  University).  Jennie  Lind,  wife  of  G.  A. 
Codaire,  has  had  six  children :  Bessie  H.,  Minnie 
R.,  Alfred  H.,  George  A.  (deceased),  and  Ruth  and 
Robert,  twins,  the  latter  deceased  in  childhood.  Wil- 
lard, a  farmer  of  Burlington,  niarried  Belle  Wilson, 
of  Harwinton,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Wilson,  and 
has  two  sons,  Willard  E.  and  Henry  H. 

ROLLIX  W.  XEALE,  the  well-known  super- 
intendent of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co..  of 
Southington,  was  born  in  that  town  Dec.  7,  1828, 
a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Charlotte  (Hills)  Xeale. 

The  father  was  also  born  in  Southington,  in 
1802,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  stocks,  collars,  shirts,  etc..  in  Plants- 
ville,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  brass  goods  in  company  with  others, 
and  for  a  time  was  a  fnember  of  the  firm  of  Wi<jht- 
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man  &  Xonio,  lucrcliaiits  of  Somhin;;ton  Center. 
Jn  his  tainil\  wore  the  followin;;'  cliiKlren:  Rollin 
\V..  our  subject;  Walter  S. :  Joel,  born  Marcli  2T. 
1S35,  who  died  in  December,  1839:  Anna  1-'..  wife 
of  Hr.  I'hark's  R.  Saiiford:  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Jolm 
Lines;  Henry  H.,  whi^  died  Sept.  14.  i86j,  while 
in  tl",e  I'nion  service  during'  the  Civil  war,  and  is 
buried  in  Rockvillc,  Md. ;  Elmira  L.,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Alinor,  who  died  July  21,  1S99; 
and  Charles  J. 

Our  subject's  maternal  gTandparcnts  were  Elias 
and  Sally  (,  Curtis  1  Hills,  of  I'lainville.  The  grand- 
father was  born  in  that  place,  and  was  a  wheel- 
wright and  builder  by  trade.  His  iiarents  were 
Chauncey  and  Eleanor  (^Gillette)  Hills,  of  Earni- 
ington,  and  his  wife's  parents  were  Abner  and 
Mabel  (Squires)  Curtis,  of  the  same  town.  The 
Hills  arc  said  to  be  descended  from  William  Hills, 
a  native  of  England,  who  came  to  America  in 
and  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hartford, 
where  he  died  in  16S3. 

Jeremiah  Xeale,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Southington  in  1757,  and  was 
married,  Dec.  4,  17S0,  to  Anna  Fuller.  He  lived 
in  West  street,  where  he  died  Xov.  8,  1827,  and  his 
wife  died  Dec.  9,  1823,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
His  fatlier.  John  Xeale,  was  born  in  Southington 
Oct.  28,  1 7 19,  and  was  a  son  of  Edward  X'eale, 
Avho  died  in  Southington  in  April.  1768.  The  latter 
is  supposed  to  have  been  a  son  of  Edward  and 
!Maria  (Hart)  Xeale,  early  settlers  of  Westfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Rollin  W.  Xeale,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  in  Southington.  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Lewis  Academy.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  mill  hand  in  Plantsville  in  1846, 
and  since  1850  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  con- 
cern now  merged  into  the  Peck,  Stow  &  \Mlcox 
Co.  P'or  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  con- 
tract work  for  them,  and  he  has  held  his  present 
responsible  position  of  superintendent  since  18S0. 
His  labors  have  always  given  the  utmost  satis- 
faction, and  he  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect 
of  his  employers,  as  well  as  of  those  working  under 
him.  He  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of 
Gospel  Mission  Chapel,  and  politically  is  an  advocate 
and  supporter  of  Prohibition. 

IMr.  X'eale  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  IMartha  Harrison,  a  daughter  of  Rollin 
and  Harriet  (Meshurul)  Harrison,  of  Southing- 
ton, and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Alice  E. 
s  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Addie  T.  Morse, 
a  daughter  of  Barzillai  and  Jennette  (Dawson) 
Morse,  of  \\'est  Haven,  Conn.  ]\Irs.  Xeale  died 
Nov.  20,  1895. 

HOX.  CHARLES  DHIOX  PARSOXS,  who 
has  entered  into  rest,  was  one  of  those  rare  char- 
acters whom  to  know  is  to  love,  and  whose  daily  life 
is  a  daily  lesson.  "The  memory  of  the  just  is 
blessed." 

Mr.  Parsons  was  born  at  East  Hampton,  L.  L, 


in  August,  1826,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
entered  upon  a  four-years'  apprenticeship  to  the 
carpenter's  trade  at  Sag  Harbor.  L.  1.  Three  vears 
after  liecnuing  a  journeyman  he  removed  to  iMan- 
chester  (1S49)  and  entered  the  employ  of  Colum- 
bus Parker,  then,  the  leading  builder  of  tlie  t'Wvn. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  he  determined  to  emliark  in 
business  on  his  own  accoun.t  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  At  that  time  the  town  was  rajiidlv  grow- 
ing, and  buildmg  was  being-  pushed  on  every  hand. 
The  tireless  energy  which  was  one  of  Mr.  Parsons' 
prominent  characteristics  soon  enabled  him  to  forge 
ahead  of  his  comiietitors.  His  business  .teadilv  in- 
creased, and  at  times  he  had  scores  of  men  in  his 
employ,  his  reputation  for  skill,  lidelity  and  "push" 
bringing-  him  contracts  from  nianv  of  the  neigli- 
boring  towns.  Eor  many  years  he  'continued  in 
this  line  of  w-ork,  during  which  period  he  erected 
many  of  the  dwellings  and  not  a  few  of  the  mills 
in  Hartford  county  th.at  were  put  up  by  Cheney 
Eros.,  and  the  work  of  this  firm  finally  became  so 
large  that  he  abandoned  taking  other  contracts  and 
entered  their  emplov,  at  a  large  annual  salary,  as 
superintendent  of  their  operations.  This  position 
he  filled  with  characteristic  energy  and  integrity 
until  about  twelve  years  before  his  death  when  he 

I  gave  it  up  to  engage  in  farming.  To  tliis  pursuit 
he  brought  the  same  qualities  which  had  already 
won  for  him  such  phenomenal  success  in  the  world 
of  business.  His  farm  at  }*ianchester  Green  was  a 
model,  his  stock  always  sleek  and  well  cared  for, 
his  farm  buildings  commodious  and  w-cU  arranged, 
aiid  his  home  an  ideal  one,  nded  by  lo\e  that  w-as 
enlightened  and  purified  by  the  guiding  principle 

j  of  Christianity. 

i  Politically  ^Ir.  Parsons  w-as  a  Republican,  and 
j  at  no  time  throughout  his  long  and  useful  life  did 
I  he  seek  office ;  yet  in  such  high  esteem  was  he  held 
I  bv  his  fellow  citizens,  who  w'ell  knew^  his  fearless- 
ness in  defense  of  principle  and  his  incorruptible 
integrity,  that  in  1878  he  was  elected  a  represent- 
ative of  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  in 
1879  w-as  chosen  the  first  selectman.  The  latter 
office  he  held  continuously  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  w-hen  he  de- 
clined a  renomination.  To  the  performance  of  his 
public  duties  he  gave  the  same  thoughtful,  consci- 
entious care  that  he  devoted  to  the  conduct  of  his 
private  affairs,  and  his  long  retention  in  office  te^s, 
more  eloquentlv  than  words,  the  story  of  a -faithful, 
intelligent  administration  of  the  town's  business. 

Charles  D.  Parsons  passed  from  the  w-orld  on 
April  4,  1890,  leaving  behind  him  a  fragrant  mem- 
ory. If  he  had  faults,  they  were  superficial ;  his 
many  virtues  were  inwrought  in  the  very  fibre  of 
his  nature.  He  was  a  devout  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  served 
several  vears  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
First  Society  ;  and  his  daily  life,  even  in  its  minor 
and  commonplace  details,  gave  evidence  of  the  con- 
trolling influence  of  a  sincere  Christian  fai'h.  His 
mind  was  of  a  fine  order,  well  trained  and  always  at 
his  conmiand ;  while    his  physical    manliood  was 
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equally  \vo!l  developed.  Neither  his  brain  nor  his 
hand  was  ever  ii  le.  His  capacity  for  work  appeared 
lo  know  no  limit,  yet  it  was  equaled  by  his  intense 
desire  to  be  alwa\s  "up  and  doins'."  k  was  said  ot 
him  alter  his  death  that  "his  work  can  never  be 
measured  by  years  ;  ganged  by  that  standard,  it  is 
no  figure  of  speech  or  exaggeration  of  facts  to  sav 
that  they  would  have  fully  roundetl  out  a  cenuirv." 

Mr.  Parsons'  first  wife  was  Elizalieth  .Miller, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  11..  now 
tiie  wife  of  Henry  H.  Schellenger.  of  East  Haiup- 
ton,  Long  Island. 

On  Nov.  5,  1S67,  Mr.  Parsons  was  married  to 
j\Iiss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Eannie  (  W'ith- 
rel)  Perry,  of  ^Manchester.  The  fruit  of  their 
union  was  one  son,  Charles  Poster,  born  Aug.  20, 
1S69.  Mrs.  Parsons  and  son  still  survive  our  sub- 
ject, and  reside  at  ^Manchester. 

JULIUS  ALOXZO  CASE  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed 
and  valued  citizens  of  Wethersfield.  A  native  of 
Hartford  county,  he  was  born  in  Poquonock,  in  the 
town  of  Windsor,  Dec.  13,  1832,  and  was  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored families  of  ^^'^ndsor  and  Simsbury,  a  full  ac- 
count of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Julius  Case,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Simsbury,  May  22,  1790,  a  son  of  Amasa  and  Mercy 
(Hillyer)  Case,  also  natives  of  that  town.  The 
former  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  private 
in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Joel  Case. 
WJien  a  young  man  Julius  Case  removed  to  AMndsor 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Poquonock,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  Xov.  11,  1834,  and  h's  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Poquonock  cemetery.  He 
wedded  ]\Iiss  3.1ary  Phelps,  who  was  born  Aug.  4, 
1803,  a  daughter  of  Xoble  Phelps,  and  died  Xov. 
22,  1843,  being  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band. Their  children  were  Jane,  wife  of  Robert 
Mofl'ett,  of  Akron,  Ohio ;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Horace 
Baxter,  of  Poquonock ;  and  Julius  Alonzo,  our 
subject. 

Julius  A.  Case  was  only  two  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  reared  by  his  aunt,  3.1rs. 
Phelps.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  and  also  Wilbraham  (Mass.)  Academy. 
When  in  his  teens  he  went  to  Hartford,  where  he 
clerked  in  the  store  of  Johnson  &  Ransom  for  three 
years,  and  at  tlie  end  of  that  time  purchased  ^Ir. 
Johnson's  interest  in  the  business,  which  was  then 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Ransom  &  Case, 
dry-goods  merchants.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
I^Ir.  Case  sold  out  and  formed  a  partnership  with  a 
Mr.  Pratt  in  the  wholesale  millinery  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Pratt  &  Case.  Several  years 
later  Mr.  Prentice  became  a  member  of  the  company, 
and  the  name  was  changed  to  Case  &  Prentice,  and 
the  business  was  successfullv  carried  on  by  them 
until  1878,  when  they  met  with  reverses.  Peing  a 
man  of  honor,  and  noted  for  his  honesty,  Mr.  Case 


sacrificed  all  that  he  iwssessed  in  tl^c  .world  to  meet 
his  creditors,  and  accepted  a  position  as  salesman 
in  the  silk  ilepartmcnl  of  Brown  &  Tlioir.pson'.-i 
store,  where  he  spent  se\eral  years.  His  health 
finally  broke  down,  and  he  died  at  his  home  in 
W'etliersfield  after  much  siillering.  Sejit.  20,  i8Sv), 
Jiis  remains  being  interred  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery. 
He  was  a  ])rominent  and  active  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as  vestryinan  in 
Christ  Church  and  Trinitv  Church.  Hartford.  He 
was  temperate  in  his  habits,  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
was  charitable  and  generous,  and  v.-as  a  good  cit- 
izen, a  kind  friend,  and  a  devoted  husband  and  fa- 
ther. His  business  reverses  seemed  to  crush  him, 
however,  and  blight  all  of  his  future  hopes.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  city  guard, 
and  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 

At  Hartford,  Sept.  24,  1857,  ^Ir.  Case  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Dr.  TitrnbuU,  to  Miss  Jane  Crosby, 
who  was  born  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  June  17,  1839, 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Jane  (Goodsell) 
Crosby,  also  natives  of  that  place.  She  is  a  most 
estimable  lady  still  living  in  Wethersfiekl.  To 
^Ir.  and  Airs.  Case  were  born  six  children:  ^Vlinnie, 
born  Feb,  14,  i860,  is  the  wife  of  James  Anderson, 
of  W'ethersfield,  and  they  have  four  children.  Gert- 
rude, William,  James  and  Frank.  William  ^.lather, 
born  Dec.  13,  1862,  died  June  2,  1866.  Frank  Burr, 
born  July  16,  1867,  died  Dec.  27.  1S84.  Leila  Wood- 
ruff, born  Jan.  16,  1871,  married  Charles  Hanmer, 
I  and  has  one  child,  Charlotte  Case.  Charlotte  Grace, 
born  Jan.  25,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
I  high  schools  of  A\'ethersfield,  and  also  St.  John  the 
j  Baptist  School,  New  York,  where  she  was  gradu- 
!  ated  in  189 1 ;  she  taught  school  in  South  Windsor 
one  year,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  South  School,  Hartforcl. 
Edward  Welles,  born  April  10,  1877,  is  employed  in 
Buckley  &  Hanmer's  store  in  W'ethersfield.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  people  of  prominence  in  the  community  where 
they  reside. 

Mrs.  Case  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  Thomas 
Goodsell,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Liverpool,  England,  about  1678,  and 
located  in  East  Haven,  Conn.  In  1679  he  married 
Sarah  Heminway.  Their  son.  Rev.  Jolm  Goodsell, 
I  born  Dec.  21,  1705.  was  educated  at  Yale  College, 
j  and  was  appointed  the  first  minister  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  on  Greenfield  Hill,  in  1726.  He  died  in 
1763.  He  married  Alary  Lewis,  of  Stratford,  and 
I  among  their  children  was  Epaphras  Goodsell,  who 
was  born  Alay  23,  1742,  He  married  Jane  Brad- 
ley, who  was  born  April  21,  1733,  and  died  Dec. 
5.  1765.  He  was  sergeant  in  Capt.  Dimon's  com- 
pany, of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in  May,  1775:  and  he 
afterward  enlisted,  Jan.  i,  1777,  in  Capt.  John  AIiir.s 
company,  2nd  Regiment,  Connecticut  I,ine,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Charles  Webb,  which,  regiment 
was  \\  intered  at  \'allev  I'orge  in  ^777-/S.  and  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Alonmouth. 
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Capt.  William  liooilscU,  son  of  iLpapliras.  niar- 
licil  I'riulonoc  Nichols,  n  dcscciulam  of  Scri;l. 
Francis  Nichols,  a  native  of  Kni;lan(l,  who  located 
in  Stratfon!.  Conn.,  in  1039.  anunii;-  the  tirst  settlors. 
He  married  Anna,  daughter  of  i'.arnaluis  Wine-,  of 
Southold.  L.  I.  Their  son,  Isaac  Nicli^ls.  d;ed  in 
Stratford,  in  1005.  His  wife's  name  was  Margaret. 
Isaac  Nichols,  jr..  son  of  Isaac,  died  in  Stratford, 
in  i6yo.  Richard  Nichols,  son  of  Isaac  (Jr.)  and 
Mary  Nichols,  was  horn  Nov.  2O,  1O78,  and  was 
married  June  3.  \  J02.  to  Comfort  Sherman,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thcophilus  Sherman.  She  died  Feb.  11, 
1726,  and  he  died  Sept.  20.  1756.  'riieophilus 
Kichols,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  March  31.  1703. 
and  married  Sarah  Curtis,  a  daughter  of  Lieut. 
Ebenezer  Curtis.  Jan.  2,  1723.  She  died  Sei)t.  2(\ 
1769.  Their  son.  Philip  Nichols,  l.iorn  Jan.  5.  1726. 
was  married  Oct.  9.  1753.  to  ^^lehitablL'  Feet,  and 
died  ^Fav  13.  1807.  He  was  a  man  of  luuch  inlFi- 
ence  in  public  ailairs.  and  served  as  n.iagistrate  for 
manv  \  ears.  He  was  a  large  land  owner,  and  also 
owned'  several  vessels  which  were  engaged  in  the 
West  India  trade.  WiUiani  Nichols,  son  of  Philii), 
was  born  March  10.  1755,  and  married  Patience 
Edwards,  of  Chestnut  Flill.  Bridgeport.  Their 
daughter.  Prudence,  married  Capt.  William  Good- 
sell,  before  mentioned,  and  to  them  was  born  a 
daughter,  Jane,  who  married  Nathaniel  Crosl)y. 
the  Father  "of  Mrs.  Case.  Mrs.  Case  is  also  a  de- 
scendant of  Capt.  John  Edwards,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland,  in  1662,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1700. 
He  wedded  ^Mary  Flanford.  daughter  of  Rev.  ^F". 
Hanford,  of  Xorwalk,  and  their  son,  John  Edwards, 
married  Rebecca  Porter.  Patience,  daughtcr  of 
John  and  Rebecca  (  Porter)  Edwards,  married  Will- 
iam Nichols,  before  mentioned. 

DANIEL  KINGSBURY,  M.  D.,  of  Glaston- 
bury, is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  physi- 
cians of  this  section,  and  although  now  less  active 
than  in  past  vears,  his  advice  is  constantly  sought 
in  difficult  cases,  and  he  has  a  large  oftice  prac- 
tice. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Hartford  Jan.  22.  1828. 
aiid  soon  after  his  father,  Sandford  Kingsbury,  es- 
tablished a  nev,-  home  in  Tolland  county,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  1856.  Our  subject's  motiier.  whose 
maiden  name  was  C;.  nthia  Baxter,  was  a  native  of 
Tolland  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Ira  Baxter,  a 
well-known  farmer.  Uf  the  five  children  of  San- 
ford  and  Cynthia  Kingsbury.  (  i  ),  a  daughter,  died 
in  infancy;  (2)  Simeon  married  a  ^vliss  Baxter, 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Tolland  county,  where 
he  died  some  years  ago;  (3)  John  married  }»Fss 
Rosetta  P'ease,  and  died  in  Mansfield,  where  he 
had  been  engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with 
the  stone-mason's  trade;  (4)  Daniel  is  our  sub- 
ject; (5)  Henry,  who  never  married,  was  a  sailor, 
and  died  and  was  buried  at  sea. 

Dr.  Kinesbury's  early  educational  opportuni- 
ties were  not  of  the  best,  as  his  parents  were  in 


[  limited    circumstances,     lie  attrndcil    a    CvMUuh  n 
school  for  a  short  time,  but  w;is  cii;npc!lcd  ;(t  a;i 
!  earlv  age  to  begin  earning  his  own  h\ing.  hor- 
tunately  he  fi.nnid  a  lioiin,  with  Fr.  .'^perry.  of  Hart- 
lurd.  who  lived  on  Hudsi'U  street,  ami  at  thai  time 
had  an  oftice  on  Main  sfeet.  three  donrs  north  of 
I  the  Centre  Church,  two  stores  being  between.  Later 
I  he  had  an  I'lhce  on  Pearl  street.  ;ind  then  on  Grove 
'  street.    <  hn^  subject  iK'gan  as  nlFce  bov  at  sexenty- 
five  cents  per  weey  and  I'oard.  but  I  'l'.  Sjjcrry  soon 
became  iiUerested  in  him.  seemg  even  t!u  n  a  prom- 
ise of  the  success  which  iie  has  attained  in  life.  Dr. 
Sperry  encoin^ag'ed  hiui  to  study  me.'icine.  and  after 
I  four  years  oi  ])reliminarv  reading  under  this  kind 
I  preceptor,  he  attended  a  cour.-e  of  lectures  with  the 
Connecticut  Botanical  Societv.  from  whicii  lie  re- 
ceived a  dijiloma.    Earlv  in   1851   he  engaged  in 
practice  at  New  Loiubm.  ljut  spent  the  fnllowing 
winter  with  Dr.  S;xrry.  and  on  June  2,  1852,  he 
j  opened  an  office  at  Glastoi:i)nry  in  the  house  of  Asa 
I  \VeIls.    W  hile  tlierc  he  married  his  hrst  v/ife,  and 
soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  widow  of  f^'rary  Hale.    In  1858  he  lo- 
cated at  his  present  lioir.e,  which  he  purchased. 
While  he  has  never  lieen  active  in  politics,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican.     He  is  a  member  of   the  F. 
&  A.  "Si.,  Daskam  Lodge.  Xo.  86.    He  and  his  faiii- 
j  .ily  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Churcn  ;  at  one 
time  he  held  the  office  of  senior  wanlen.  is  now 
(  treasurer,  and  has  been  most  of  the  time  ^inro  tiie 
i  organization  of  the  parish. 

j  In  October,  1853.  tl:e  Doctor  married  IMiss 
:  }klary  Chapman  Loom  is.  a  native  of  Tolland  coim- 
:  ty,  and  daugnter  of  Elmer  and  Cynthia  t  Davis) 
1  Lcomis.    Her  father  was  !)orn  in  Tollaml.  Conn. 

She  died  Aug.  10,  1859,  and  on  June  12,  1862,  our 
j  subject  married  ]\Iiss  Lucv  M.  Cone,  wbio  was  born 
I  in  East  Haddam,  Aug.  22.  1829.  daugliter  of  Eras- 
1  tus  and  Lucy  B.  (Beebe)  Cone.    By  his  first  wife 
!  the  Doctor  had  two  children:  (  i  )  Frances  E.,  born 
j  April  13,  1856.  was  married  Dec.  31.  1880,  to  Rev. 
'Thomas  H.   Gordon,  an  Episcopal    minister  at 
Chews,  N.  J. ;  (2)  Miss  Carrie  A.  is  at  home.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  are  three  clnldren :  ( i  ) 
}^Iiss  ^larv  A.,  born  Julv  3.  i8'')5.  was  educated  in 
j  Germany,  and  taught  school  for  a  time  in  New 
1  York,  but  is  now  employed  in  th.e  F.rasmus  Hall 
j  library,  Brooklyn.  (2)  William  Sanford,  born  Sept. 
i  17,  1S67,  attended  a  district  school  and  the  Gla=- 
i  tonbury  Academy,  and  later  a  select  school  con- 
ducted by  his  brother-in.-law.  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  in 
Faulkland,  Del.  He  then  went  to  the  Hartford  Pub- 
lic High  School,  on  graduating  entered  Trinity  Col- 
lege, later  took  a  course  in  the  Yale  }^Iedical  School, 
graduating  in  1896,  and  served  for  a  year  as  in- 
terne in  St.  John's  Hospital,  Lowell,  Mass.    He  is 
taking  up  his  father's  practice  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess, and  bids  fair  to  maintain  tlie  reputation  of  the 
Kingsbtiry  name  in  medical  circles.    On  Sept.  28. 
1898,  he  was  married  to  ^>[iss  Mary  L.  Raymond, 
of  Boston,  and  thev  reside  next  door  to  our  subject. 
(3)  Miss  Lucy  E.,  born  July  4.  1869.  lias  been  a 
teacher  for  the  past  six  years  in  the  East  Hart- 
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ford  Hii;li  Scln'ol.  She  .uraduntod  from  Mt.  lloly- 
oko  (^>iass.  )  CoUo.^v  in  i8>)i.  Mrs.  Kiiii^sbury 
Ins  Olio  liri'tliL-r.  Israel  W.  I'uno.  who  is  now  cn- 
p-ag'cd  in  Imsino^s  in  .M inncapohs,  Minn.  He 
served  thriur^houi  the  L  ivU  war  as  a  nienilier  of  the 
2(>tli  Connecticni  \  ohniteer  Infantry. 

DWIGHT  STEXCER,  one  of  tlte  represent- 
ative, prospcrons  residents  of  Hariford  connt\",  lias 
passed  his  entire  life  in  the  town  of  Manehester, 
having  been  born  Jan.  5,  1S29,  on  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  George  Slater. 

The  Spencer  family  has  been  identified  With  the 
history  of  Hartford  county  from  its  earliest  days, 
and  is  of  English  origin,  \\  illiam  Spencer,  the 
first  of  whom  we  have  record,  and  the  American 
ancestor  of  the  branch  to  which  our  subject  belongs, 
having  been  born  in  England.  He  was  a  brother 
of  Thoiuas  and  fared  Spencer.  William  Spencer 
was  in  Cambridge,  iNfass.,  in  1631.  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  ILartford  not  long  afterward,  for  he 
was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  place.  About 
1633  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  was 
representative  in  1634  and  1635,  and  selectman  in 
1639,  in  the  latter  year  being  also  appointed,  with 
]\lr.  W'yllis  and  Mr.  ^^■ebster.  to  prepare  the  first 
revisal  of  the  laws.  From  all  this  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  influence.  He  was  married,  probablv  in  Eng- 
land, his  wife's  name  being  Agnes,  and  thev  had 
three  children  :  Samuel ;  Sarali,  born  in  1636,  who 
married  John  Case,  of  Windsor,  afterward  of  Sims- 
bury  ;  and  Elizabeth.  William  Spencer  died  in 
1690,  and  Agnes,  his  widow,  subsequently  married 
William  Edwards,  who  was  also  an  earlv  resident 
of  Hartford. 

(H)  Samuel  Spencer's  wife.  Sarah,  died  April 
24,  1706:  he  died  about  1716.  Their  children  were: 
Samuel,  born  in  1668;  Sarah,  who  married  Joseph 
Easton,  of  Hartford;  Hannah,  who  married  Caleb 
Stanley,  of  Hartford:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Xathaniel 
IMarsh,  of  Hartford;  Rachel,  who  married  Joseph 
Cook,  of  Hartford;  Mary,  born  in  1681,  who  mar- 
ried Capt.  Cyprian  X'ichols,  a  selectman,  etc. ;  Abi- 
gail, wife  of  Joseph  Simonds,  of  Hartford:  and 
Agnes,  who  first  married  Xathaniel  Humphreys, 
and  afterward  John  Hubbard,  both  of  Hartford. 

(HI)  Samuel  Spencer,  born  in  166S,  removed 
from  Hartford  to  Colchester,  and  then  to  Bolton, 
where  he  died  March  26,  1748,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty.  On  Sept.  16,  1696,  he  was  married,  at 
Hatfield,  Mass.,  to  Hepzibah  Church,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Edward  Church,  of  Hatfield,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Richard  Church,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Hartford.  She  passed  away  Sept.  13,  1745, 
aged  sixty-six  years.  Their  children  w-ere :  Will- 
iam, born  Feb.  9,  1698,  died  Sept.  28,  1702;  Hep- 
zibah, born  Dec.  28,  1701,  was  first  married  to  a 
Mr.  Smith,  and  second  to  Azariah  Dickinson,  Jr., 
both  of  Haddam;  Samuel,  born  March  8,  1705, 
married  Hannah  Shaylor  on  April  26,  1736,  and  had 
several  children,  of  whom  onlv  Samuel  is  mentioned  ; 


William,  born  Aug.  0,  1708.  was  married  in  1735 
to  Hannah  CopeJey,  of  SuHield  ;  Edward,  born  Ajjril 
29,  171 1,  is  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent;  Sarah, 
born  Sept.  4,  1714,  married  a  Mr.  Downer,  and  re- 
moved to  Sus-tjUchanna  county,  I'enn.  ;  Caki>  was 
born  June  28.  1718.  and  died  voinig;  Joli  was  born 
June  30.  J722;  i'hilip  was  born  April  30,  1724,  in 
Bolton. 

{1\')  Edward  Spencer  reiuoved  from  Bolton  to 
Susquehaima  county,  Penn.,  and  died  at  lianover, 
that  State,  -March  26,  1700.  (Jn  April  8,  1737, 
he  luarrietl  Sarah  Chapman,  who  was  born  Sept. 
8.  1720,  daughter  of  Jabez  Chapman,  Esq.,  of  East 
Haddam,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1786.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  ^lehitabel,  born  [March  17,  1739, 
in  Bolton;  Edward,  born  Dec.  31,  1741,  in  Bolton, 
deceased  Dec.  13,  1750;  Ann,  bi:)rn  June  27,  1744, 
in  East  Haddam:  Beaumont,  born  Jan.  25,  1747, 
in  East  Haddam,  deceased  in  Ftbruarv,  1779; 
Simeon,  born  Aug.  13,  1749,  in  Bolton,  deceased 
in  that  town  in  1808;  Edward,  born  }^Iarch  17, 
1752,  in  Bolton;  Esther,  born  Dec.  7,  1754.  in 
Bolton;  Josiah,  born  June  16,  1757,  in  Bolton,  who 
settled  in  Wyoming,  Femi.,  and  was  killed  in  bat- 
tle July  3,  1778;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  5.  1761,  in  Bolton, 
who  was  married  April  26,  1784,  to  Abrahaiu  Lines, 
and  died  April  5,  1845  (t'^^^X  'i^it^  "o  children). 

{\ )  Simeon  Spencer  was  married,  Feb.  27, 
1777,  to  [Miss  Abigail  Dart,  of  Bolton,  who  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1757,  daughter  of  Daniel,  Jr.,  and 
[Mercy  (Gilbert)  Dart,  and  died  in  1849.  They 
reared  a  large  family,  of  whom  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing record:  Daniel,  born  Dec.  5,  1777,  married 
and  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  in  1850, 
leaving  a  family;  Emily,  born  [March  5,  1779,  died 
in  Coventry,  Conn.,  unmarried ;  Jabez  Selden,  born 
Dec.  27,  1780,  was  married  Xov.  11,  1804,  and  died 
July  23,  1853;  Simeon  Alanson  was  born  [March 
2,  1783,  and  died  in  childhood:  Leonard,  born  X'ov. 
25,  1784,  married  and  moved  to  Pennsylvania;  Levi, 
born  Aug.  14,  1786,  married  a  [Miss  [Mack,  of 
Gilead :  Eli  was  born  Aug.  14,  1786,  twin  of  Levi; 
Roxalina,  born  [May  2,  1788,.  became  the  wife  of 
Ruel  Loomis  ( they  were  the  parents  of  Walter  A. 
Loomis)  ;  [Mercy  married  Daniel  Loomis,  brother 
of  Ruel,  and  died  in  Coventry:  Rhoda.  born  Feb. 
-7'  ^79^>  ill  Coventry,  unmarried;  Simeon  A., 
born  Jan.  7,  1799,  was  the  father  of  Dwight  Spencer, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

( \  I )  Simeon  A.  Spencer  passed  his  early  years 
in  Bolton,  the  town  of  his  birth,  but  at  the  age 
of  nine  he  came  to  the  town  of  [Mancliester  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  'Squire  John  Olds,  who  owned  and 
occupied  the  farm  where  George  Slater  now  lives. 
Here  he  grew  to  niaidiood  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  inheriting  the  farm  on  the  death  of  his 
uncle.  'Squire  Olds'  residence,  which  was  built 
about  1800,  is  still  standing  on  this  place,  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation.  [Mr.  Spencer  was  a 
I)rosperous  farmer,  and  became  well  known  through- 
out ^lanchester,  where  he  was  highly  respected  for 
his  many  sterling  qualities  of  character,  an<l  be- 
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loved  by  his  noij;lil>or.s  and  friciu's  for  his  kindly, 
helptul  Hfo.  Liberal  with  his  means  and  inlluence 
to  the  support  of  every  good  cause,  generous  to  the 
needy  and  unfortunate,  and  active  in  religious  work 
as  a  member  and  deacon  for  \ears  of  the  Man- 
chester Congregational  Church,  he  won  a  place  in 
the  hearts  of  his  fellow  man,  which  could  only  be 
filled  by  one  of  his  sympathetic  and  unseltish  dispo- 
sition, and  his  death,  which  occurred  very  suddenly, 
from  heart  disease,  was  widely  mourned  through- 
out the  vicinity  of  his  home,  i'hysically  he  was 
five  feet,  nine  inches  in  iieight.  and  weighted  lOO 
pounds,  and  he  was  ever  an  alistemious  man.  re- 
fraining from  stimulants  in  any  form  or  immodera- 
tion of  any  kind.  He  was  upright  and  honorable 
in  all  his  relations  with  men,  and  the  intluence  of 
his  honorable  life  will  long  be  felt  in  tlie  community. 
Simeon  A.  Spencer  was  married,  Oct.  15,  1S23, 
to  Miss  Clarissa  ^IcLean,  who  was  born  June  19, 
1800,  and  sm^vived  him  many  years,  dying  Dec. 
9,  1897.  Mr.  Spencer  passed  away  Dec.  5,  1864. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows : 
John  Olds,  who  died  in  June,  1S90,  was  a  resident 
of  Xew  London,  Conn.,  and  up  to  within  a  few 
years  of  his  death  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  tea  business,  spending  his  last  years  in 
retirement;  Abbie  T.,  who  died  Oct.  15,  1870,  was 
the  wife  of  George  Parkhurst,  of  Manchester ; 
Dwight  was  third  in  the  order  of  birth ;  Charles 
S.  was  a  carriage  manufacturer  of  Xew  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  Feb.  20,  1869  :  George  ^L  is 
a  practicing  attorney  of  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Dwig'ht  Spencer  was  reared  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  was  born,  and  commenced  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  near  his  home,  at  Buckland's 
Corners,  where  among  his  first  teachers  were  Walter 
McKee  and  Edward  Hp.vden.      For  some  time  he 
was  a  student  in  the  Manchester  Academy,  at  3.1an- 
chester  Center,  and  the  year  after  leaving  this  in- 
stitution taught  school  in  the  West  District.  After 
his  marriage  he  continued  to  make  liis  home  on  the 
farm  mentioned  until  1855,  when  he  purchased  and 
removed  to  a  place  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  living 
thereon  until  1876.    On  April  23,  1852.  'Sir.  Spencer 
wedded  Miss  INIary  Fitch  \\'hite.  who  was  born 
July  7,  1828,  daughter  of  Miner  White,  a  prominent 
resident  of  Manche-^ter,  and  two  children  came  to 
this  union,  Xellie        and  Frank  F.    The  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Childs,  of  Brooklyn,  X'. 
Y.,  who  was  formerly  a  successful  grain  merchant 
of  Manchester,  and  they  have  two  children,  Richard 
S.  and  ^Lary  W.    Frank  F.  Spencer  is  a  prominent 
young  business  man  of  Manchester,  engaged  with 
the  Grand  Cnion  Tea  Co. ;  he  married  ]\Iis5  Mary 
Parker,  and  they  have  two  children,  Dwight  Par- 
ker and  William  White.    Mrs.  'Mary  F.  (White) 
Spencer  passed  away  March  6,  1870,  and  on  Mav  7, 
1885,  our  subject  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Lucy  G.  Ford,  who  was  born  Jan.  10,  1845,  ^^'^^ 
town  of  Hebron,  daughter  of  John  P.  Ford,  aiid 
granddaughter   of   Luther    Ford,    both  of  whom 


were  natives  of  the  town  of  Heltron.  John  1\  Ford 
was  a  lifelong  farmer,  remaining  in  the  town  of  He- 
bron until  1873,  when  he  purchased  the  fine  resi- 
dence now  occuiiied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer,  and 
where  he  lived  uniil  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan. 
7,  1S94,  'when  he  was  eighty-four  years  of  age.  lie 
was  a  de\  out  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
from  the  age  of  iifteen  years,  and  was  alwa_\s  an 
active  worker  and  regular  attendant,  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  religious  work.  He  contributed  ^5,000 
toward  the  building  of  tlie  new  Second  Congrega- 
tional church  at  }vlanchester.  He  married  Miss 
Lucv  y.  King,  a  native  of  \'ernon.  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Joel  King,  and  they  had  two  children,  Lucy  G., 
Mrs.  Spencer;  and  Ellen  G.,  who  died  in  1884.  Mrs. 
Ford,  now  in  her  eighty-first  year,  makes  her  home 
with  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  active  in  the  commercial  life 
of  Manchester  for  about  twenty  years  as  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  coal,  and  he  also  erected  what  is  known 
as  the  Spencer  block,  in  that  town,  in  1874.  He 
was  never  active  in  public  life  as  an  office-seeker  or 
holder,  but  he  has  always  taken  a  loyal  interest  in 
the  progress  of  his  town,  and  as  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant was  an  important  factor  in  the  building  up  of 
the  town  in  which  he  has  made  his  home.    He  is 
respected  wherever  known,  and  his  acquaintance  in 
^Manchester  and  surrounding  towns  is  a  wide  one. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter 
I  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.    He  and 
I  his  wife  are  active  and  earnest  members  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  of  Manchester,  and 
I  they  hold  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  their  neigh- 
I  bors  and  friends,  who  are  numerous  in  the  com- 
j  munity. 

HOX.  HEXRY  E.  PHELPS.  Few  citizens 
of  this  section  are  as  widely  and  as  favorably  known 
as  this  prosperous  and  enterprising  agriculturist  of 
Windsor,  and  his  popularity  speaks  well  for  his 
personal  worth.  The  following  history  of  his  life 
and  ancestry  will  be  of  general  interest,  as  any  rec- 
ord of  purposeful  effort  and  achievement  has  for 
humanity  an  inspiration. 

Mr.  Phelps  comes  of  good  old  Massachusetts 
stock,  and  is  not  related,  so  far  as  known,  to  the 
families  of  that  name  who  have  been  identified 
with  Windsor  from  pioneer  times.  Elijah  Phelps, 
our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born  'm  Massachu- 
setts [May  13,  1754,  and  became  a  successful  farm- 
er near  Wilbraham,  in  that  State,  where  he  died 
May  16,  1823.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Gibbs.  was  born  Aug.  16,  1755,  and  died 
[March  25,  1849,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  This  worthy  couple  had  th.e  following  chil- 
dren:  Xathaniel.  born  Jan.  22,  177Q,,  died  June  i, 
1815.  Polly,  born  May  21,  1780.  died  Feb.  9,  1855. 
Elijah,  born  Jan.  31,  1782,  died  in  i8iq.  Betsey, 
born  Julv  12,  1783,  died  [May  2,  \8ii.  Benjamin, 
born  June  3,  1787,  was  a  hotel-keeper  in  Spring- 
field, where  he  died  in  1838.  Selh  was  born  on 
April  12,  1789.    Asenith,  born  March  10,  1791, 
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died  Jan.  0.  i8,^J.  iMancis.  horn  Soj)!.  0.  1703.  died 
ii;  ^ia\,  W  illiam  was  born  Dot.  j;,  1795; 

4-lenrv,  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more 
fuUv  below.  L'aroline.  b.  .rn  .March,  1799,  married 
a  Mr.  Tiikl,  ami  lived  in  Xew  York.  Doratha  (now- 
deceased )  was  born  March.  i8ui,  and  married  a 
Mr.  Coman,  of  Xew  York  State. 

Henrv  Pheliis,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
April  20,  1797,  at  \\  ilbrahani.  .Mass.,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  work  at  the  old  homestead.  .\s  a 
voung  man  he  came  to  Windsor,  being  the  first  of 
his  family  to  locate  there,  and  although  he  began 
ill  business  without  other  capital  than  his  own 
ability  and  energy  he  managed  to  acquire  a  hand- 
some competence.  lie  became  the  owner  of  a  farm, 
near  Hayden's  Station,  and  for  many  years  manu- 
factured brick  on  the  place.  About  1S36  he  bought 
the  "Stiles  farm,"  now  occupied  bv  our  subject,  and 
the  present  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial houses  in  the  town,  was  partly  built  by 
him  from  brick  made  in  his  yards.  As  a  citizen  he 
was  much  respected,  and  at  times  he  held  local  of- 
fices, being  an  active  worker  in  political  lines,  first 
as  a  Whig  and  later  as  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belonged.    His  death  occurred  Feb. 

20,  1875,  '^"d  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Windsor.  In  1819  he  married  3.1iss  Ra- 
chel Jacobs,  who  was  born  July  19,  1799,  and  died 
June  29,  1882.  She  was  the  youngest  of  four  chil- 
dren of  William  Jacobs  (born  Dec.  22,  1766)  and 
his  wife  Sarah  Owen  (born  July  16,  1768),  who 
were  married  Feb.  9,  1792.  Fler  father  was  a  cab- 
inet maker  near  Hayden's  Station  for  some  years, 
but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  X'ew  York  State. 
Henry  and  Rachel  Phelps  had  a  large  family  of 
children,  as  follows:  Nathaniel  G.,  born  Feb.  17, 
1820,  went  to  -Missouri  and  later  to  Texas,  where 
he  now  resides.  Samuel  O.,  born  April  8,  1823, 
died  in  early  manhood.  Edgar,  born  Jan.  23,  1826. 
is  a  farmer  at  \Yilson's  Station,  Windsor  town ; 
J\Iary  A.,  born  Xov.  17,  1828,  married  Chas.  Den- 
slow,  and  removed  to  ^Mendocino,  Cal.,  where  she 
died  in  18S4:  Ebenezer  Tidd.  born  July  9,  1833, 
died  at  Xeedham,  ^lass.,  where  he  Was  engaged 
in  business  as  a  horse  collar  maker ;  Henry  E.,  our 
subject,  was  ne.xt  in  the  order  of  birth;  William  J., 
born  Jan.  12.  1838,  was  a  prominent  railroad  man, 
rising  from  a  clerkship  to  the  position  of  General 
Passenger  Agent  of  the  Connecticut  River  railroad, 
and  his  death  occurred  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  April 

21,  1882.  Abraham,  born  Jan.  24,  1840,  is  a  ma- 
chinist at  Brooklyn,  Xew  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Hayden's  Station 
Nov.  14,  1834,  and  for  some  years  attended  the 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  the  Bell  school 
in  District  Xo.  5,  so  named  because  it  boasted  a 
bell,  which  was  a  rarity  in  those  days.  Among  his 
early  teachers  was  Col.  Phelps.  He  also  attended 
the  academy  at  Windsor  and  a  private  school  con- 
ducted by  J.  B.  Woodford,  while  he  was  given  prac- 
tical instruction  at  home  in  the  ancient  and  honor- 
able science  of  agriculture,  under  the  able  direction 
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j  of  his  father.    Having  a  tlesire  to  see  something  of 
the  world  he  went  \\  est,  and  later  settling  at  Pe- 
j  tersburg,  Pike  county,  Ind.,  spent  two  years  as  a 
I  clerk  in  a  store;  but  this  experience  satisfied  him, 
i  and  since  his  return  home  he  has  followed  farming 
I  at  his  jiresent  homestead,    b'or  a  time  he  worked 
I  the  place  "on  shares"  for  liis  father  and  afterward 
j  for  iiis  mother,  but  he  now  owns  it,  having  pur- 
!  chased  the  claims  of  the  other  h.eirs.    He  has  twcn- 
!  ty-live  acres,  and  is  engaged  to  some  extent  in  rais- 
i  ing  tobacco.    He  is  a  thrifty  manager,  obtaining 
good  results  from  his  work,  and  in  addition  to  the 
cares  of  his  farm  he  is  interested  in  other  lines,  be- 
ing director  in  the  Moore's  Park  Driving  Associa- 
tion and  a  stockholder  in  the  Windsor  Creamery, 
I  which  he  helped  to  organize  as  a  member  of  the 
j  first  board  of  directors.    In  politics  he  is  a  strong 
I  Republican,  and  he  has  served  his  town  as  first  se- 
I  lectman,  tax  collector  and  representative  in  the  Gen- 
i  eral  Assembly.    Socially  he  and  his  wife  are  prom- 
i  inent,  and  he  belongs  to  Washington  Lodge,  Xo. 
!  70,  F.  &  A.  !M.,  at  Windsor,  and  to  the  Episcopal 
!  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  vestryman. 
On  Oct.  18,  1876.  Mr.  Phelps  married  Miss  Su- 
san Olin,  and  one  daughter,  Carrie  E.,  brightens 
their  home.    .Mrs.  Phelps  possesses  unusual  mental 
gifts,  and  when  she  first  met  her  husband  was  en- 
I  gaged  in  teaching  in  Windsor.    She  was  born  April 
j  22,  1S53,      Packersville,  Conn.,  daugliter  of  George 
1  W.  and  Zippiette  Elizabeth  (Green)  Olin,  and  was 
I  the  third  youngest  in  a  large  family  of  children. 

I       CORXELIUS  AXDREWS  is  a  descendant,  in 
I  the  seventh  generation,  of  John  Andrews,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Connecticut,  who  emigrated  from 
England  with  liis  wife,  -Mary,  in  1640.    From  him 
i  the  line  of  parentage  runs  as  follows:  Daniel  (Sr.), 
I  Daniel  (Jr.),  Hczekiah,  Ezekiel,  Alfred  and  Cor- 
I  nelius.    The  family  has  ever  been  one  of  the  most 
honored  in  the  State,  and  a  biographical  record  of 
I  this  branch,  even  though  necessarily  brief,  cannot 
fail  to  be  of  deep  interest. 

Jolin  Andrews,  the  American  progenitor,  was 
one  of  the  first  eighty-four  proprietors  of  the  ancient 
j  town  of  Tunxis,  now  Farmington.    He  was  an  in- 
j  telligent  man,  of  simple  tastes  and  plain  habits,  and 
cultivated  a  farm  some  two  miles  north  of  the  pres- 
ent location  of  Farmington.  at  what  came  to  be 
called  Waterville,  in  1871.    The  property  remained 
in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  until  the  year 
i  last  mentioned.    His  wife,  Mary,  united  with  the 
j  Congregational  Church,  April  12,  1654,  and  he  him- 
self on  May  9,  1658.    They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children :     Aviary,  John,  Hannah,  x\braham, 
Daniel,  Joseph,  Rachel,  Stephen  and  Benjamin. 

Daniel  Andrews,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1650.  His 
name  occasionally  appears  in  the  town  records  of 
those  early  days  as  taking  part  in  public  business, 
and  in  1702  the  General  Assembly,  having  been  in- 
formed that  great  differences  had  arisen  in  Far- 
mington about  the  clioice  of  town  officers,  confirmed 
the  appointment  of  John  Hooker,  Samuel  Gridley, 
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Jolin  WaJ.sworili.  Samuol  Cowks  and  Daniel  An- 
(Jross.  'ilie  latter  name,  as  spoiled,  is  without  doubt 
a  eorruption  of  Andrews,  lie  was  a  large  land- 
luiider,  and  left  several  distinct  i>areels  of  realty  at 
his  death.  Jle  iniited  with  ilie  Church.  Mav  24, 
lOyJ,  and  died  Aprd  lO,  1731,  in  his  eighty-second 
year.  He  was  the  father,  of  ten  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Daniel,  Jr.,  March  9,  1072;  ^lary,  Dec.  y,  1074  J 
Joseph,  Aug.  10,  1076;  Thomas,  June  3.  1O78; 
John,  June  10,  16S0;  Martha,  July  17,  ibi^2 ;  Han- 
nah, Jan.  13,  1684;  Paul,  June  2,  lOSO;  Stephen, 
Aug.  6,  1C89;  and  Ebenezer,  Aug.  28,  1692. 

Daniel  Andrews,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son,  married, 
Oct.  30,  1707,  iNIabei,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margery  (Ingersoll)  Gott,  of  Wether^hekl.  She 
was  born  Oct.  31,  1690.  Her  family  claimed  re- 
lationship With  Goffe,  the  regicide.  In  1729 
Daniel  and  his  brother,  John,  gave  a  note,  or 
bond,  for  £50,  to  the  town  of  Xewington,  in  con- 
sideration of  permission  to  connect  themselves 
with  the  "Great  Swamp  Society,"  a  parish  lying 
in  the  town  of  Farmington.  His  home  was  near 
the  boundary  line  between  the  towns  of  Farming- 
ton  and  W'ethersfield.  He  died  Aug.  21,  174S, 
in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  and  his  widow  on 
May  9,  176S,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and 
six  moiTths.  He  was  buried  near  the  southwest 
corner  of  Christian  Lane  cemetery  in  Xew  Britain, 
his  grave  being  marked  by  a  red  sandstone.  His 
eight  children  were  as  follows:  Joseph,  born  about 
1711;  Abigail,  July  22,  1713;  ^label,  June  6,  1715; 
Eunice,  Sept.  18,  1717;  Daniel,  Alay  12,  1720; 
Hannah,  Sept.  8,  1723;  Jacob,  June  24,  1729;  and 
Hezekiah,  Aug.  14,  1731. 

Hezekiah  Andrews,  the  youngest  child  of 
Daniel  Andrews,  Jr.,  was  born  on  the  homestead. 
He  was  the  first  of  those  who  "owned  the  half- 
way covenant,"  and  became  a  full  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  full  communion  on  Aug. 
17,  1768.  He  built  the  first  saw-mill  on  the  Ouin- 
-nipiack  river  (called  the  "Pond  river"  in  the  early 
records),  although  a  fulling  mill  had  been  prev- 
■  iously  established  on  that  stream  a  little  below  the 
"Dead  Swamp,"  and  it  is  probable  that  there  had 
already  been  a  saw-mill  erected  near  the  "Great 
Pond"  in  White  Oak.  His  wife  was  Anna  Stead- 
man,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Steadman  and  Mary 
Sage.  She  was  born  on  Steadman  Flill,  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  June  20,  1736,  and  married  Mr.  Andrews 
May  26,  1757.  Shortly  thereafter  her  parents  re- 
moved to  Xew  Britain.  Hezekiah  Andrews  was 
of  a  gentle,  quiet  temperament,  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him  for  his  many  virtues,  and  beloved 
because  of  his  amiable  sympathetic  disposition.  He 
died  April  19,  1796,  at  the  age  of  sixty- four,  leav- 
ing a  very  considerable  estate,  accumulated  from 
his^  farm  and  mill  through  his  own  industry  and 
thrift.  His  widow  united  with  the  church  Dec. 
6.  1802,  and  followed  him  to  the  grave  on  .Sept. 
17.  1809,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The  issue  of 
their  marriage  was  a   family  of  eight  children, 


named  anti  born  as  follows:  Hezeki.ih,  Jime  22, 
1758:  Anna.  Sept.  6,  iyC-<o:  Lois,  Dec.  i,  1763; 
Elizabeth.  June  8.  I7'i'i;  Hannah.  June  11,  17' '8; 
r.e  Thankful,  April  17,  1771  :  Rebecca,  March  2t, 
1773:  and  l->.ekiel,  r\lay  25,  1775. 

Ezekiel  Andrews,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  grand- 
father of  Cornelius  Andrews,  inherited  his  father's 
homestead,  together  with  the  saw-null  and  a  large 
farm,  nnich  of  the  latter  consisting  of  woodland. 
In  person  he  was  ratiier  al)ove  the  average  height 
and  of  singularly  handsome — almost  faultless — 
form  and  features.  W  lule  he  inherited  from  his 
motner  a  proud  spirit  and  mdonntabie  will,  his 
impulses  were  generous  and  noble,  lie  was  public- 
spndted  and  patriotic.  In  May,  1809,  Gov.  Jona- 
tlian  Trumbud  commissioned  him  a  captain  in  a 
nnlitia  regiment,  and  he  was  ever  afterward  given 
that  title.  He  also  served  through  the  war  of 
1812  with  the  same  rank.  \\  hile  dehcient  in  the 
training-  to  be  derived  from  study  at  school,  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  broader  field  of  en- 
ergetic action.  He  was  fearless  in  the  face  of  dan- 
ger, resolute  in  action  and  strong  in  endurar.ce. 
He  was  a  hard  worker,  and  at  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  Xew  Britain  on  Sept.  3,  1S52,  he  left 
real  property  exceeding  SiC,ooo.  The  bounty  lands 
to  which  he  was  entitled  as  a  soldier  were  only 
partially  entered  by  him,  the  remainder  being 
claimed  and  reduced  to  ownership  by  his  wido>\'. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
^Ir.  Andrews  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Roxana  Hinsdale,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Hins- 
dale, of  Xew  Britain,  by  his  first  wife,  Ruth  Bid- 
well.  She  was  born  June  10,  1778,  and  was  tivi 
mother  of  his  large  family  of  children.  She  was 
an  earnest  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  same 
church  as  her  husband.  She  died  Jan.  14,  1832, 
aged  fifty-four  years.  She  left  behind  her  some 
most  interesting  literary  reminiscences  of  her  own 
religious  experience  and  spiritual  life.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  were  as  follows,  their  names 
and  the  dates  of  their  birth  being  given  below : 
Alfred,  Oct.  16,  1797:  Thesta.  Dec.  16,  1798;  Al- 
lura,  April  16,  1801  :  Edwin  X'orton,  June  27,  1804; 
Mary  I3idwell,  April  13,  1807;  Ezekiel,  July  19, 
1809:  Xathan  Hosmer,  June  22,  1812;  Roxana, 
April  6,  1815;  Jane  Louisa,  Feb.  2,  1818;  Elijah 
Hinsdale,  Aug.  11,  1820;  and  Ellen  Maria,  Sept. 
18,  1824.  On  Oct.  21,  1833,  Mr.  Andrews  married 
for  his  second  w'ife  Huldah  Goodrich,  the  widow 
of  Luther  Moses,  who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1788,  at 
Simsburv,  Conn.  She  died  at  Flartford  Ivlay  10, 
1871. 

Alfred  Andrews,  son  of  Ezekiel,  and  next  in 
line  of  descent  from  John,  was  a  man  of  versatile 
g'enius  and  rare  moral  worth.  He  attended  the 
fli  strict  schools  and  an  T£piscopal  academy  at 
Cheshire.  Conn.  In  18 15,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  began  teaching  the  common  branches  in  the 
common  schools,  and  later  became  an  instructor 
in  academic  branches.  He  had  a  natural  aptitude 
for   the   work,   and,   being  an   earnest  Christian 
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worker,  bogan  his  career  as  a  Suiulay-selux^l  leaclier  i 
ill   1816.     I'or  htly-fivc  years  lie  lahored   in  the  j 
latter  tield.  as  teaclier  and  superintendent,  and  ic  j 
ma\  he  said  of  him  that  as  a  secniar  and  reiiL;ious 
instructor  he  prohahly  trained  the  minds  of  neariy  | 
or  (|uite   four   ilunisand   pupils.     Xo   ;;-o(xl   work  ! 
appealed  to  his  symiKithy  in  vain,  and  he  was  a  I 
zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance.     Kis  | 
home  was  nearly  ojiposite  that  of  his  father  ana  j 
^grandfather,  on  the  southern  side  of  West  Main 
street,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  center  of  the  j 
city  of  Xew  Britain.    The  hou>e  v.as  l.niilt  in  i8jo, 
and   is   still-  standini::,   near  the  Ouinnipiack  and  | 
Gilbert  rivers,  the  tir^t  named  of  which  llows  iuLO 
Lony  Island  Sound,  while  the  latter  is  a  tributary 
of  the  Connecticut,  into  which   it  empties  near! 
Middletown.  While  yet  a  young-  man  yir.  Andrews 
was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  A.  &  E.  Andrews, 
manufacturers  of  wagons  and  carriages,  who  made 
the  first  cast-iron  plow  ever  turned  out  in  that  j 
locality.     In  1836,  however,  losses  occasioned  by 
a  disastrous  tire  and  Southern  repudiation  forced 
tlie  concern  to  the  wall.     He  was  a  pronounced 
anti-slavery  man.  and  it  is  likely  that  his  failure 
thus  brought  about  did  not  tend  to  modify  his  no- 
litical  views.     He  filled  several  offices  of  public 
trust  and  was  repeatedlv  called  upon  to  act  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates.   He  was  always  an  active  worker 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  having  been  appointed  on 
the  standing  committee  in  1823,  and  made  deacon 
in  the  First  Cougresrational  Church  of  Xew  Britain 
on  Oct.  23,  185 1.    He  took  a  lively  interest  also  in 
the  genealogical  history  of  both  his  own  and  his 
wife's   families,  of  both  of  which  he  published 
historical  memorials.    He  entered  upon  this  work 
con  aiiiorc,  and  completed  the  former  in  1870  and 
the  latter  a  few  years  later,  after  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-five.    Previouslv.  in  1S67.  he 
had  published  the  "Ecclesiastical  History  of  X'ew 
Britain,"  the  preparation  of  which  he  had  com-  1 
menced  nine  years  before.    He  went  to  his  reward 
April  13,  1876. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  with  Caroline  Bird,  daughter  of  Abijah 
Hart,  of  New  Britain  and  Xew  York  City,  and 
his  wife.  Anna  Hall,  of  ]\Iiddletown.  She  was  born 
April  15,  1798,  at  New  York,  where  she  v.-as  a 
school  teacher  before  her  marriage,  which  was 
solemnized  Dec.  16.  1818.  She  died  Aug.  22,  1823, 
of  spotted  fever,  in  her  twenty-sixth  year,  leaving 
two  children:  Julia  Ann,  born  X^ov.  15,  1819, 
and  Caroline  Hart,  born  Dec.  4.  1822.  Mr.  An- 
drews' second  marriage  took  place  Sept.  15,  1824, 
when  he  wedded  'Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ship- 
man  and  Polly  Lee.  .She  was  born  April  14.  1S05, 
and  in  her  earlier  years  was  a  school  teacher.  She 
bore  her  husband  four  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Margaret,  Aug.  30,  1826;  Eliza  Shipman,  April 
8,  1828;  Edwin  X''orton,  Sept.  i,  1S33 :  Corneliu<;, 
Nov.  I,  1834;  Alfred  Hinsdale.  Dec.  2^^.  1836;  Jane 
Louisa,  April  22,  1842 ;  Herbert  Lee,  Tune  6,  1844 ; 
Jane  Louisa  (2),  Aug.  10,  1847.    The  youngest 


daughter  married  Lyman  A.  Mills,  now  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Connecticut. 

Cornelius  Andrews,  a  citi/en  of  Xevv  Britain, 
whose  name  appears  at  the  commeiuenienl  vi  this 
ariiele,  was,  as  lias  alreatly  been  said.  Imrn  Xov.  i, 
1834.  and  lie  was  bajitized  in  the  foUiiwing  .May. 
He  graduated  from  the  Xew  Britain  high  school 
at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  rciiiained  at  his  lather's 
home,  and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  whicli 
he  owns,  and  to  which  he  has  made  valuabL^  modern 
additions.  Although  having  learned  a  mechanical 
trade,  he  jirefers  an  agricultural  life,  in  which  he 
has  met  with"  success.  He  has  also  been  some- 
what interested  in  the  manuiacturt  and  sale  of 
school  furniture. 

While  taking  no  active  part  in  politics.  Mr. 
Andrews'  political  faith  is  that  of  his  ancestors, 
and  his  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party, 
p-iis  religious  creed  is  also  that  of  his  forefathers  dur- 
ing half  a  dozen  generations.  He  united  with  the 
First  Congregational  Chureli  of  Xew  Britain  on 
April  8,  1S54,  and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  promoting  its  welfare.  For  two  years  he  has 
been  clerk  and  standing  committee  of  that  body. 
In  1899  he  was  elected  deacon  to  fill  the  office 
formerly  held  by  his  father.  On  June  25,  1862, 
he  was  married  to  ]Miss  Ann  Eliza  Andrews,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  J.  and  Chloe  Ann  (Francis) 
Andrews,  of  Wethersfield.  Mrs.  Cornelius  An- 
drews was  born  Jan.  19.  1836.  and  had  been  a 
school  teacher.  Two  children  have  blessed  thei^* 
union:  ^lary  Lincoln,  born  April  14,  1865,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years :  and  a  son, 
born  Oct.  31,  1 87 1,  who  died  on  the  day  of  his 
birth. 

XORMAX  LOO^IIS  ANDERSON  fde- 
ceased)  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  best-known  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  and  officials  of  the  town 
of  East  Hartford,  where  he  was  born  ^lay  7,  1830, 
on  his  father's  homestead. 

The  Andersons  are  of  Scottish  origin,  and  Nor- 
man Anderson,  father  of  Norman  Looniis  Ander- 
son, was  born  on  the  present  family  homestead 
Julv  8,  1799,  and  there  passed  his  entire  life,  dying 
in  1864.  He  married  Emeline  Culver,  who  died  in 
1887,  the  farm  being  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  X''or- 
man  L.  Anderson  and  A.  wS.  Bidwell,  who  married 
a  niece  of  our  subject. 

Norman  L.  Anderson  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  later  attended  the  academy  in  East  Hartford, 
now  known  as  Wells'  Hall,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  the  homestead,  which  he  materially  as- 
sisted his  father  in  imyiroving.  Being  the  second 
in  a  faniilv  of  seven  and  the  eldest  having  become 
settled  in  life,  he  naturally  became  the  main  reliance 
of  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  place, 
even  assisting  in  the  erection  of  tlie  present  dwelling 
about  i860. 

In  the  year  last  named  Mr.  Anderson  married 
Miss  Jennette  Burnham,  daughter  of  Alfred  ami 
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V.]\7.:\  r>uniham,  ami  granililaui^IUcr  oi  Ely 

r.urnham.  a  tie>cciulant  of  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
lliTS  of  Hartford  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred 
r.urnham  had  a  family  cf  three  children,  Jennetie, 
Mrs.  AndersiMi.  heiuL;  the  eldest;  Martha  died 
vouni;  and  was  hurieti  in  tlie  \  ernon  cemetery; 
;\p.d  Alfred  married,  and  died  in  Xorfulk,  Xeb. 
Mrs.  Anderson  was  born  in  South  Windsor  Jan. 
lo.  1833.  lived  in  \'ernon  and  then  in  Roekville, 
Tolland  county,  until  her  marriage,  when  she  came 
with  her  husbaiul  to  her  present  home.  Xo  chil- 
dren having  been  born  to  Mr.  antl  Mrs.  Amkrson 
thev  adopted,  as  their  own,  Emma  ISrewer,  men- 
tioned above  as  the  wife  of  A.  S.  Bidwell.  She 
■was  born  in  1S56,  daughter  of  Elisha  C.  and  Sarah 
(Anderson)  Brewer,  the  former  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  East  Hartford,  tlie  latter  a  sister  of  :\Ir. 
Anderson.  Emma  Brewer  passed  the  greater  part 
of  her  early  years  with  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Anderson, 
who  most  teiulerly  cared  for  her  untd  her  mar- 
riage. 

"Mr.  Anderson  served  as  selectman  of  his  town 
in  1874,  and  also  filled  several  minor  oftkes,  in  all 
of  which  he  was  faithful  and  etticient,  and  as  as- 
sessor he  was  ever  impartial  and  just.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  Spiritualist,  and  consequently  liberal 
in  his  views,  as  he  was  with  his  purse  in  aid  of  the 
religious  societies  o'f  his  neighborhood.  He  was 
a  profound  reader  and  possessed  a  remarkably  re- 
tentive memory,  which  enabled  him  to  keep  pace 
with  current  atiairs  and  make  his  mark  as  one  of 
the  remarkable  men  of  his  neighborhood.  A  lov- 
ing husband,  an  altectionate  and  steadfast  friend, 
he  passed  away  Nov.  13,  1SS9,  leaving  a  void  in 
his  family  and  in  the  community  never  to  be  filled. 

HOX.  SHER^LKX  SAXFORD.  The  pros- 
peritv  of  anv  community  depends  upon  its  business 
activ'itv.  and  the  enterprise  manifest  in  commercial 
circles'  is  the  foundation  upon  which  is  budded 
the  material  welfare  of  town,  State  and  Nation. 
The  most  important  factors  in  public  life  at  the 
present  day  are  therefore  men  who  are  in  control 
of  successful  business  interests,  and  such  a  one  is 
Mr.  Sanford,  whose  attention  is  now  principally 
given  to  lumbering. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Avon, 
Hartford  county,  ^.larch  18,  1S35,  and  belongs  to 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  county.  His  grand- 
parents, Jesse  and  Ellanor  (Collins)  Sanford,  were 
farming  people,  and  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  the 
town  of  Berlin.  The  father,  Jesse  Sanford,  Jr., 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin,  but  when 
a  young  man  removed  to  A\'on,  where  he  followed 
farming  throughout  his  active  business  life.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican, 
and  as  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  town  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature. 
He  died  in  Avon  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  There  he  had  married  Miss  Almira 
North,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children ;  ( i  ) 
Ellen,  who  died  in  childhood;  (2)  Edmund,  wdio 


tlied  Icaxing  tln^ee  sons,  Henry  (now  tlcceased), 
l-'rank  and  Charles:  13)  Truman,  deceased;  and 
(4)  ."^herman.  our  subject. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
I'assed  in  .Vvon,  at  the  schools  of  which  locality  he 
received  his  earlier  education,  later  attending  a 
select  school  in  Xurfolk,  Conn.  Jn  A\ou  he  con- 
tinued tti  make  his  iiome,  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering,  mitil  iSf>i.  when  he  removed  tw  his 
present  residence  in  Unionville,  winch  had  been  built 
ny  hun.  Of  late  years  his  principal  business  lias 
been  that  of  lumbermg. 

In  A\on  yiv.  Sanford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helen  ]M.  Humphrey,  of  i'eimvvlvania. 
and  to  tliem  were  born  five  children  :  (  i  )  J-'d- 
win,  a  rci-ident  of  L'nionville,  married  Mora  Mason, 
and  had  three  children,  Edwin  (deceased),  Helen 
and  Harold.  {2)  Clara  is  deceased.  (3)  Will- 
iam died  in  infancy.  (4)  Bertha  marrierl  Gustave 
Lawson,  of  West  Haven,  Conn.  (^5)  Blanche  is 
the  wife  of  Oliver  Tew,  of  Unionville. 

Mr.  Sanford's  political  support  is  ahvays  given 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  nr  Ins  conmiunity  he 
ranks  among  its  most  honored  counselors.  He 
has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a  nr.mber  of  minor  of- 
fices, and  in  18S4  capably  represented  the  town  of 
Farmington  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Union- 
ville, to  which  his  wife  and  daugliter  also  belong, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  c-omes  in  contact. 

RANKIN  FAMILY.  This  family,  while  not 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Hartford  county,  is  among  the 
most  distinguished,  many  of  its  members  having 
been  noted  for  ability  in  various  lines  of  effort,  es- 
pecially in  connectioi:  with  religious  and  reformatory 
movements.  The  family  originated  in  Scotland,  and 
is  first  mentioned  in  an  account  of  the  troubled  times 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  wdien 
two  brothers  of  the  name  were  assassinated.  In 
1689  others  of  the  family  fled  to  Countv  Donegal, 
Ireland.  William  Rankin,  of  County  Donegal,  had 
three  sons,  Adam,  John  and  Hugh,  who  came  to 
America  in  1720,  landing  at  Philadelphia.  Penn., 
and  all  settled  upon  farms  in  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

John  Rankin  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Jane 
IMcElvee,  and  tw"0  sons,  Thomas  and  Richard,  were 
born  there.  Richard,  who  removed  to  Augusta 
county,  Va.,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionarv  war, 
had  five  sons :  John,  Richard,  Joseph,  Anthony  and 
James. 

Thomas  Rankin,  son  of  John,  was  a  farmer  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary- 
war  sold  his  property  for  Continental  money,  which 
proved  worthless.  In  1784  he  went  to  Greene 
county,  Tenn.,  wdiere  he  and  his  descendants  made 
the  name  notable  for  good  citizenship.  The  office 
of  ruling  elder  in  the  New*  P'ethel  Church,  Greene 
county,  Tenn.,  was  held  by  him  and  others  of  the 
family  for  ninety-five  consecutive  years.  Thomas 
Rankin  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and 
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had  twelve  cliildrcii.  Of  his  six  daughters  no  rcc- 
cird  has  been  jireserved,  but  tlie  sons  were:  John 
(i754-i8_'5J  ;  Richard  (1756-1827)  ;  William  (1758- 
1833)  ;  Samuel  (1760-1S2S)  ;  Thomas  (i762-i8_M )  ; 
anil  James,  born  1770.  The  first  lour  sons  fought 
under  Washington  lor  American  independence,  and 
five  were  elders  in  the  Presbyterian  Lhurch. 

Richard  Rankin,  son  of  Thomas,  married  Jane 
Steel,  and  to  them  -were  born  eleven  suns  and  one 
daughter.  Four  of  the  sons — Samuel  S.,  Thomas, 
David  and  William — served  in  the  war  of  iSiJ 
with  Jackson.  Tour — John,  William,  Alexander 
and  Robert — were  Presbyterian  ministers,  and  many 
of  their  descendants  are  now  in  the  ministry. 

Rev.  John  Rankin,  son  of  Richard  and  Jane 
Rankin,  was  born  in  February.  1793.  on  a  forest 
farm  in  eastern  Tennessee,  and  grew  up  with  few 
advantages  except  those  which  would  tend  to  the 
development  of  a  strong  physique.  Occasionally 
he  was  permitted  to  spend  a  few  months  at  the  dis- 
trict school,  two  miles  from  his  home,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  was  secured  by  his 
own  exertions,  the  result  beings  that  he  had  wise 
confidence  in  the  conclusions  of  his  own  investiga- 
tions. This  enabled  him  to  maintain  in  after  years 
his  position  on  slaver}-,  though  almost  alone  in  the 
defense  of  truths  which  he  accepted  and  advocated. 
As  early  as  his  seventh  year  the  Holy  Spirit  in- 
fluenced his  mind  to  prayer,  and  gave  him  a  deep 
desire  to  be  a  possessor  of  the  religion  of  the 
Savior,  but  not  having  the  nurture  and  care  so 
easil}-  obtained  in  our  times  he  passed  years  in  doubt 
and  in  conflict  with  such  doctrines  as  those  of  pre- 
destination and  God's  Sovereignty.  When  he  at 
last  gave  his  heart  to  Christ,  he  determined  to 
obtain  an  education  and  preach  the  Gospel.  Ac- 
cordingly he  entered  Washington  College,  eastern 
Tennessee,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1814,  and 
in  the  meantime  he  had  married  Miss  Jane  Lowry, 
a  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Doake,  1).  D.,  the 
president  and  founder  of  the  college.  She  among 
other  accomplishments  knew  how  to  use  her  needle 
and  shears,  so  that  she  made  her  husband's  Wedding 
coat,,  and  he  made  his  own  shoes.  In  1S16  he  was 
licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Abingdon,  aud  in  the 
fall  of  1817,  with  his  wife,  and  child,  later  Rev. 
Adam  L.  Rankin,  started  for  Ohio,  a  few  articles 
of  furniture  being  carried  in  their  two-wheeled 
carriage,  drawn  by  one  horse.  He  had  not  yet 
discovered  the  fact  tliat  the  Bible  condemnetl  slav- 
ery, but  with  his  sympathetic  nature  he  could  not 
live  where  it  existed,  so  he  determined  to  seek  a 
free  State.  He  was  persuaded,  however,  while  pass- 
mg  through  Kentucky,  to  preach  in  Concord,  where 
he  had  stopped  for  the  Sabbath,  and  at  the  urgent 
request  of  the  church  members  he  remained  with 
them  for  four  years,  finally  arriving  at  his  destina- 
tion, Ripley,  Ohio,  in  j\Iay,  1822.  I'or  forty-four 
years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
there,  but  while  laboring  to  build  up  the  cause  of 
Christ  as  a  pastor,  a  new  work  seemed  to  be  thrust 
tipon  him,  viz. :  the  disciission  of  tlie  question  of 
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slaverv  from  a  r.ible  stauiliioint.  His  brother, 
Thomas,  had  written  him  a  letter  informing  him 
that  he  luul  innchased  a  slave.  The  letter  was 
tlated  Dec.  2,  1823.  and  he  at  c>nce  begun  a  series 
of  letters  on  tlie  question  in  the  Castigator,  i>ublished 
at  Ripley ;  these  letters  were  afterward  i)ublislied 
in  bcKik  form,  aiul  a  coj^y  fell  into  tlie  hands  of 
Llovd  Garrison,  who  wrote  to  the  autlior,  acknowl- 
edging his  indebtedness  for  the  argument,  and 
closing  witli  the  words:  "With  profound  and  lov- 
ing veneration  of  his  anti-skiverv  disciple  and  hum- 
ble co-worker-  in  the  cause  of  e:iiJincipalion."  So 
that  Mr.  Rankin  is  entitled  to  some  regard  as  a 
teacher  of  the  great  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  Rankin's  book  was  adopted  by  the  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  he  was  appoin.ted  for 
one  year  a  lecturer  for  the  society,  his  congrega- 
tion consenting  to  release  him  for  that  period  of 
time.  In  furtherance  of  this  same  work  he  and 
Dr.  Bovnton  were  the  chief  instruments  in  form- 
ing the  American  Reform  Tract  and  Book  Society, 
]\Ir.  Rankin  being  chosen  president  and  Dr.  Boynton 
corresponding  secretary,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
one  of  the  mainstays  of  the  society.  It  published 
many  tracts  and  articles  from  liis  pen,  all  urging' 
obedience  to  the  Golden  Rule :  "Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  yoti,  do  ye  even  so  tO' 
them,"'  and  that  other  truth:  "God  will  punish  na- 
tional sins  by  national  judgments."  After  resign- 
ing his  position  in  Riplev,  Ohio,  ]Mr.  Rankin 
preached  for  some  years  in  Oliio  and  Kansas,  where 
his  beloved  wife  died,  after  many  years  of  intelli- 
gent and  tmtiring  work  as  a  helpmeet.  He  was 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Richmond,  Ohio,  and  or- 
ganized the  church  at  Lyndon,  Kans.,  while  he  filled 
other  pulpits  as  opportunitv  offered  until  age  and 
its  infirmities  came  on.  His  last  davs  were  spent 
at  the  home  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Lida  Grav, 
at  Ironton,  Ohio,  his  death  occurring  r\Iarch  19, 
1 886.  Fle  was  a  remarkable  man,  abounding  in 
labors  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  humanity,  and 
as  a  preacher  and  expositor  of  Scripture  he  had 
few  equals.  His  Scotch-Irish  parentage  was  fa- 
vorable to  an  evenly-balanced  temperament,  and  his 
mental  faculties  had  been  developed,  strengthened 
and  sanctified  by  a  sensible  early  education  in  pietv, 
making  his  character  one  of  singular  strength,  force 
and  beauty.  For  years  his  home  on  the  hilltop 
above  Ripley  was  known  to  the  panting  fugitives 
as  the  entrance  to  the  "  Cnderground  Railroad," 
udiicli  would  take  them  safely  to  Canada,  and  it 
is  said  that  many  of  the  incidents  in  "Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin"  were  furnished  bv  those  whom  he  had 
aided  to  escape.  He  was  a  born  reformer,  and 
naturally  opposed  everything  which  he  conceived  to 
be  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  familv. 
especially  slavery  and  intemperance.  In  almost 
every  town  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  the 
voice  of  John  Rankin  was  heard  in  strong  and 
fearless  utterances  against  the  curse  of  slaverv. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  lived  to  see  tlie 
slaves  free  men,  and  his  name  will  ever  live  in  his- 
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tory  aiul  in  iIk-  afUTtion  rlio  raco  for  wliich  ho  i 
did  so  much.  On  Thursilav,  .\la\-  5.  jS'U.  a  ;iMn-  i 
ument  was  unvcilcJ  and  dedicated  in  Kij)lc\-,  Ohio,  I 
to  his  nioniory,  as  the  Pit)ncor  Abulitii )nivt,  it  be-  \ 
ing  in  the  form  of  a  hronzo  bu-t  modeled  hv  .Mrs.  1 
Eden  Cupp,  Ids  y ranildaugliicr.  Un  the  pedestal 
is  inscribed : 

^Inlin  '■jlrnduu 
Xnur  Lmuri]  ins  wife 
Frrcdnm'5  fU'vacs. 

Tlic  ceremonies  were  attended  by  many  of  their 
clnklren  and  descendants. 

The  thirteen  children  of  John  Rankin  are  as 
follows:  Adam  L.,  a  minister,  served  as  captain  in 
the  113th  Reg.  111.  W  1.,  din-ing  the  Civil  war; 
Isabelle  Jane;  David;  Richard  Calvin,  first  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  H,  12th  O.  \'.  I.,  went  at  the 
first  call  as  first  sergeant  of  the  4th  Independent 
Company,  of  an  Ohio  X'okmtcer  Infantry  Regiment, 
serving  from  August,  1S62,  to  Julv,  1S65,  and  his 
death  occurred  May  17,  iSwq,  at  Ripley,  Ohio; 
Samuel  Gardner  Wilson  is  mentioned  below  more 
fully ;  Julia  Doake ;  John  Thompson  went  out  with 
Ii6th  Illinois,  and  was  afterwards  made  cjuarter- 
mastcr  of  a  U.  S.  colored  regiment ;  Andrew  Camp- 
bell, a  physician,  was  assistant  surgeon  of  the  SSth 
111.  V.  I.,  and  was  retained  several  months  after 
the  war  in  charge  of  Hospital  No.  5,  at  Camp 
Nelson,  Kentucky  ;  ^Nlary  Eliza  ;  William  Alexander 
"ivas  commissioned  as  captain  and  assistant  quarter- 
master, and  served  on  the  staft'  of  Col.  LeGrange, 
Gen.  McCook,  commanding.  First  Div.  C.  C.  AI. 
D.  M.,  and  later  of  Gen.  \\'ilson,  commanding, 
C.  C.  M.  D.  INI.;  Lucinda;  Arthur  Tappan,  now  in 
Utah,  was  a  Presbyterian  minister,  stationed  for 
twenty-five  years  at  Greensburg,  Ind. ;  Thomas 
Lovejoy.  Rev.  John  Rankin  gave  more  sons  for 
the  defense  of  the  Union  than  any  other  minister, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  to  Jane  Lowry  Rankin  be- 
longed the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  mother  of 
more  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war  than  any  other 
woman,  and  all  of  them  were  officers. 

Samuel  Gardner  Wilson  Rankin  was  born  in 
Ripley,  Ohio,  Dec.  28,  1822.  It  was  not  unnatural 
that  the  question  of  liberating  the  slaves  commanded 
much  of  the  boy's  attention,  as  the  method  of  free- 
ing the  slaves  in  a  secret  manner  familiarly  known 
as  the  'U'nderground  Railroad"'  originated  at  his 
father's  house.  Mr.  Rankin  attended  school  and 
graduated  at  a  college  then  located  in  Ripley,  and 
afterward  studied  for  the  ministry  at  Lane  Sem- 
inary, in  Cincinnati.  While  at  the  seminary  he 
came  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beechcr, 
and  first  met  Harriet  Eeccher  Stowe.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  forties  he  took  his  first  ]:)astorate,  at 
Sardinia,  Ohio,  and  alxjut  1850  he  came  to  Con- 
necticut, having  received  a  call  to  the  Center  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Portland,  where  he  remained 


nine  years.  On  leaving  Portland  he  became  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Westchester,  ami  in  he  ren;oved 

to  Glastonbury,  pm-chasmg  the  Andrew  T.  J  !ale 
place  on  Main  street,  where  lie  died  Xov.  20,  iS-jj. 
During  the  latter  \ears  of  ids  life  he  devoted  c^n- 
sideralde  time  to  farnnng,  Imt  ;n;.n\-  pulpits  in  the 
vicinity  were  sni)})lied  by  liiin  during  his  residei^ce 
in  Glastonbury,  and  he  filled  a  i^lace  in  the  com- 
numity  that,  because  of  ins  diverse  gifts,  no  one  else 
can  till.  He  could  deliver  an  excellent  sermon, 
give  an  adilress  appr. )])ri;ite  for  a  national  holiday, 
a  political  meeting  ur  a  donation  jmrty  with  singular 
elfectiveness,  or  give  an  interesting  account  upon 
the  lecture  platform  of  his  fannl}-  experiences  and 
efforts  for  tile  slaves.  \\  iieii  it'came  to  business 
adairs  his  good  judgment  and  thorough  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  men  and  aifairs  aiwa}s  favored 
him,  and  being  endowed  witli  a  i<een  intellect  and 
strong  will  he  easily  mastered  many  c|uestion£  that 
would  have  annoyed  a  less  versatile  man.  He  was 
extremely  fond  of  hor.-,es  and  few  knew'  the  pe- 
culiarities of  the  anin^.als  better  than  he,  or  more 
thoroughly  enjoyed  driving  them.  He  voted  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  m  1S40,  and  it  was  an 
easy  step  for  him  to  pass  from  the  W  iiig  party  to 
the  Republican  and  vole  for  John  C.  hrcniont  in 
1856.  A  man  of  wide  and  lasting  sympathies,  iie 
made  many  friends,  and  he  was  a  loyal  supporter  of 
the  Congregational  Church  during  his  residence  in 
Glastonbury,  uniting  with  it  by  letter  in  1864.  He 
also  held  several  town  offices,  and  he  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  Christian  Commission,  doing  effi- 
cient work. 

On  Aug.  27,  1845,  ^ir.  Rankin  married  Doliy 
Goodrich,  whom  he  met  in  Cincinnati.  She  was 
born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  Aug.  30,  1S23,  and  died 
Jan.  31,  1893.  Among  her  ancestors  was  Rev. 
Timothy  Stevens,  the  first  minister  in  Glastonburv. 
Of  the  children  of  Samuel  and  Dolly  Rankin,  the 
eldest,  Susan  J.,  born  r\Iay  25,  1S46,  married  H. 
E.  Loomis,  a  farmer  in  Glastonbury ;  Samuel  F., 
born  Aug.  11,  1852,  died  IMay  12,  1S54;  Helen  P., 
born  Sept.  8,  1854,  married  D.  W.  Williams,  of  the 
firm  of  J.  B.  Williams  Sons,  of  Glastonbury,  the 
originators  and  mantifacturers  of  Yankee  Shaving 
Soap;  John  D.  (twin  of  Helen)  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Lucy  Virginia,  born  Jan.  14,  1857,  married 
INIilton  S.  Tracy,  and  resides  in  Glastonbury  on  the 
homestead  (to  her  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  this 
information);  Charles  G.  (mentioned  below)  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1859,  ""^^^^  ^  physician  in  Glaston- 

bury;  Ilepsibah,  born  Jan.  24,  1863,  died  in  the 
same  year. 

John  Delos  R.\xkix'  was  bom  Sept.  8,  1854, 
in  Portland,  Conn.,  while  his  father  was  filling  a 
pastorate  there.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to 
(jlastonbury  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  and  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  district  school  of  that 
town.  Later  he  attended  Williston  .Academy,  and 
on  leaving  school  he  turned  his  attention  to  busi- 
ness, his  strong  love  for  horses  naturally  leading 
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liini  into  a  career  as  a  dealer  in  these  noble  ani- 
mals. Goinq-  west  he  formed  a  partnership  wiih  J. 
W  arren  Kieter,  Jr.,  s  ni  of  <  ien.  kiefcr,  of  Sprinu;- 
field,  Ohio,  and  located  on  r^Ir.  Kiefcr's  ranch  near 
Superior,  Xeb.,  enL::ay:inc;-  in  Iniyin;^-  and  selling 
Texas  horses.  They  wuuld  buy  the  animals  in 
lots  of  500  in  Texas  and  drive  to  Nebraska,  where 
they  were  sold,  the  trip  from  Nebraska  to  Texas  and 
return  reqiiiring  a  whole  summer.  They  were 
among  the  largest  dealers  in  horses  in  the  West, 
and  at  one  time  they  made  a  shipment  of  ten  car- 
Ic>ads  of  horses  from  Wind  River  ^Mountain,  in 
Wyoming,  by  special  train,  and  all  were  sold  in  two 
weeks.  Later  Mr.  Rankin  went  to  Oregon,  con- 
tinuing in  the  same  line  of  business,  and  he  shipped 
horses  to  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  His 
judgment  as  to  the  good  or  bad  points  of  a  horse 
was  remarkably  accurate,  and  his  eners'v  and  en- 
terprise were  leading  factors  in  his  success.  He 
remained  in  the  W  est  about  fifteen  years,  and  then 
came  to  Glastonbur)-  and  purchased  the  farm  for- 
merly known  as  the  "John  Moscley"  place.  He 
licre  engaged  in  dealing  in  Iowa  horses,  and  he  was 
also  an  extensive  tobacco  grower,  and  in  1S99 
planted  about  fifteen  acres.  Like  his  father,  he  is 
a  strong  Republican,  but  never  held  office.  In  re- 
Hgion  he  inclined  toward  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  his  widow  is  a  member.  lie  was 
married,  in  Tilden,  Xeb.,  to  ]\Iiss  Sadie  Harvey, 
a  native  of  that  place,  and  they  had  five  children : 
the  first,  Willard,  died  in  infancy  and  is  buried  in 
Nebraska;  Samuel  H.,  John  D.,  Jr.,  Anita  and 
Charles  are  at  home.  ^Iv.  Rankin  died  ^vlarch 
14,  1900. 

Charles  Goodrich  Raxkix,  D.,  a  well- 
known  physician  of  Glastonbury,  was  born  Oct. 
2,  1859,  in  Portland,  Conn.  After  receivuig  an 
elementary  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
the  academy  at  Glastonbury  he  entered  Williams 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1882,  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  He  has  also  taken  the  pilaster's 
degree.  The  same  year  he  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine with  his  uncle,  Dr. A. C.Rankin,  and  in  P^Iarch, 
188G,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  ^ledical 
College,  connected  with  the  Xorthwestern  Uni- 
versity. For  one  year  he  served  as  assistant  physi- 
cian at  the  Armour  ]\Iedical  P^Iission  in  Chicago, 
and  he  then  practiced  at  Reynolds,  Xeb..  for  two 
years,  and  at  Southbury,  Conn.,  for  three,  but  since 
1890  has  been  in  active  practice  at  Glastonbury. 
He  has  a  large  general  practice,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen  in 
an  unusual  degree.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  health  officer  of  Glastonbury 
since  October,  1893,  was  the  town  treasurer  in 
1896-97,  and  is  now  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Glastonbury  Public  Library,  wliich  owes  its  exist- 
ence in  a  great  measure  to  his  personal  efforts. 
He  belongs  to  the  American  Medical  Association, 
the  Connecticut  ^Medical  Society,  and  the  Hartford 
City  and  County  Pvledical  Societies.  Dr.  Rankin  was 
married,  Jan.  i,  1887,  to  Miss  Lucretia  Barret  Pink- 


I  ham.  who  was  born  June  14.  1861,  in  Loda,  111., 

j  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Barret)  I'ink- 
ham.    Her  lather  was  a  sailer,  ami  a  descenilant 

'  of  good  old  Xew  England  stock,  his  ancestors  hav- 

I  ing  settled  near  Nantucket,  ^lass.,  in  pioneer  times. 

I  Dr.  Rankin  and  his  wife  have  one  son,  William 

j  Goodrich,  born  July  1,2,  1896. 

EDWARD  PATRICK  CAl-iROLL,  one  of 
!  East  Hartford's  best-known  market  gardeners,  and 
'  one  of  the  very  few  gardeners  in  the  town  exclu- 
;  sivelv  devoted  to  that  branch  of  frirming.  com- 
;  liines  among  his  many  estimable  qualities  rare 
'  business  abilitv  and  that  heartv  geniahtv  which 
I  makes  him  ever  companionable.  For  twenty  years, 
!  or  since  April,  18S0,  he  has  been  a  wholesaler  of 
:  vegetables  as  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  E. 
I  P.  Carroll  &  Co.,  who  have  one  of  the  most  thor- 
j  ouglilv  equipped  and  well-appointed  gardens  for 
j  supplying  the  Hartford  trade  with  garden  truck. 
I  yir.  Carroll  is  a  son  of  Edward  J.  and  ]Mary 
j  (Ruth)  Carroll,  a  sketch  of  wdiom  appears  else- 
I  where.  C)ur  subject  in  his  youth  attended  the  pub- 
!  lie  schools  of  East  Flartford  and  Hartford,  com- 
I  pleting  his  education  with  a  course  at  Hannum's 
,  Business  College,  Plartford.  He  began  active  life 
j  as  a  market  gardener  at  the  place  where  he  is  now 
i  located,  the  land  having  been  used  for  that  pur- 
j  pose  for  manv  years ;  it  was  formerly  the  home  of 
I  John  B.  Smith.  Air.  Carroll  has  proven  a  very 
I  successful  business  man.  He  possesses  a  thorough 
I  knowledge  of  gardening  in  every  detail,  is  progres- 
i  sive  in  his  methods,  and  by  reading  and  experiment 
is  ever  readv  to  make  improvements  and  keep 
abreast  with  modern  requirements. 
!  On  Xov.  15.  1893,  ^Ir.  Carroll  married  }\Iiss 
I  Annie  B.  ^Mulligan,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and 
j  daughter  of  James  INIrilligan.  who  for  forty  years 
j  was  foreman  in  the  shops  of  Lincoln  &  Co.,  iron 
1  founders  and  manufacturers  :  he  was  a  brother  of 
I  John  Mulligan,  who  in  his  lifetime  was  president 
j  of  the  Connecticut  River  railroad.  }\Irs.  (Tarroll  is 
!  a  graduate  of  the  Xew  Britain  X'ormal  School,  class 
'  of  '89,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  school 
tl:ree  years.  To  ]Mr.  and  Pdrs.  Carroll  have  been 
born  two  children :  Edward  C.  and  Ellen  C.  Our 
subject  and  wife  are  members  of  St.  Clary's  Cath- 
j  clic  Church  at  East  Hartford.  In  politics  he  is  a 
i  stanch  Republican,  is  a  member  of  the  town  Repub- 
lican conniiittee,  and  for  several  years  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Fraternally  he  is  a  charter 
member  of  X'utmeg  Lodge,  Xo-  5.S' 

O.  U.  W..  at 

East  Hartford.  He  was  one  of  the  original  commis- 
sioners of  the  East  Hartford  Fire  District,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  first  term  was  honored  by  a  re- 
election for  a  term  of  three  years.  During  his  term 
of  service  this  com.mission  have  introduced  electric 
I  lighting,  have  purchased  the  water  works  from  the 
East  Hartford  W'atcr  Co.,  and  are  now  ( 1900)  con- 
structing a  system  of  sixteen  miles  sewerage.  'Sir. 
Carroll  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  jjcrtains 
to  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  his  t(jun.  In  De- 
cember, 1893,  Mr.  Carroll  completed  the  cunmiodi- 
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ous  and  tasteful  niodorii  homo  wliicli  he  now  oc- 
cupies, and  wliioli  is  equipped  with  everv  conven- 
ience that  the  town  atYords. 

Thorou;?,hly  i)rogTessive  and  alert  to  everv  im- 
provement and  advancement,  well-informed  in  hor- 
ticultural, political  and  current  aiYairs,  having-  at- 
tained a  commendable  share  of  success  and  prosper- 
ity, Mr.  Carroll  is  devoted  to  his  work,  developing 
the  same  grand  characteristics  that  honored  his 
father,  and  evincing  to  th.e  many  who  know  him  a 
standard  and  highly-respected  type  of  American 
citizenship. 

DAMD  E.  ^lARSHALL.  Among  the  rural 
communities  of  Hartford  county  a  high  qualitv  of 
citizenship  prevails,  the  members  of  the  old  pio- 
neer families  being  especially  noted  for  their  abil- 
ity and  personal  worth.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  leading  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Windsor, 
is  deserving"  of  prominent  mention  in  this  volume 
as  a  man  whose  progressive  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness methods,  and  regard  for  all  the  best  interests 
of  the  communitv,  make  him  a  valuable  and  valued 
citizen. 

Air.  Marshall  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
and  by  intermarriages  he  is  related  to  the  Phelps. 
Griswold,'  \\'olcott.  \\'ilton  and  other  leading  pio- 
neer families.  His  first  direct  ancestor  of  whom 
we  have  record  was  (I)  Capt.  Samuell  Marshall, 
one  of  ^\'indsor's  first  settlers.  He  had  a  lot  in 
the  palisade  in  if'>37  before  Huit's  party  came,  so 
he  probablv  came  with  \\  areham  s  party,  or  in 
1633.  He  was  probably  born  in  Dorchester.  Eng- 
land, 161 5.  On  ]May  6,  1653,  he  married  ]Mary 
(daughter  of  Lt.  David  and  Catherine)  Wilton. 
When  King  Philip's  war  broke  out  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  military  service:  was  appointed  (Oct. 
14,  1675)  ensign  in  3>Iaj.  Treat's  army,  and  was 
one  of  the  five  captains  who  led  the  Connecticut 
forces  in  the  famous  attack  on  the  Xarragansett 
fort,  Dec.  IQ,  1675.  where  he  fell  at  the  head  of 
his  troops.  Windsor  lost  in  him  an  honored  citizen 
and  a  brave  soldier.  Capt.  Samuell  Ivlarshall  had 
nine  children,  namely:  Samuell,  born  May  27, 
1653  ;  Lydia,  Feb.  18,  1655  ;  Thomas,  April  23,  1659, 
died  voung;  David,  Julv  24,  1661  ;  Thomas.  Feb. 
18,  1663;  Mary.  May  8.' 1667.  died  Aug.  25.  1683; 
Eliakim.  July  10.  1669;  John,  April  10,  1672;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  27,  1674. 

(H)  David  Marshall,  a  son  of  Capt.  Samuell. 
was  born  July  24,  i66r,  and  married  Abigail  Phelps 
Dec.  9,  1686.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Abigail,  born  Jan.  9,  1688;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  8, 
1689;  David,  born  April  14,  1692. 

(Ill)  David  }.Iarshall  (2),  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent,  was  born  April  14,  1692,  and  married 
Sarah  I'helps  Dec.  15,  1721.  Their  children  were 
David,  born  June  i,  1723,  died  1725;  Sarah,  born 
April  4,  1727;  David,  born  Oct.  21,  1728;  Han- 
nah, born  Feb.  15,  1730-31. 

(  IV)  Lieut.  David  Marshall  (3),  our  subject's 
great-grandfather,  was  born  Oct.  21,  1728,  and  died 


March   13.   1776.     He  married  Xaonn'  GriswokU 
who  tlied  Sept.  30.  1824,  aged  eighty-nine.  They 
had  the  following  childn'n:    Naomi,  horn  Sept.  30. 
1758.  died  [March  19.  1830;  Sarah,  born  March  21, 
i  1750.  died  Feb.  6,   I7(')i  ;  Elisha.  l.h.rn  April  16, 
j  17^-3.  died  aged  twenty-seven;  Elihu.  born  .March 
21.  1765;  Olive  tlied  in  August,  l84(),  aged  eightv- 
I  four. 

I  (,\')  Capt.  Elihu  Marshall,  the  grandfather  of 
i  our  subject,  was  born  March  17(15,  and  became 
j  a  farmer  liy  occupation.  Ho  married  Sabrina  Gris- 
j  wold,  daughter  of  Joab  and  Iilizabcth  (Collins) 
I  Griswold.  They  had  the  following  children: 
\  Chauncey,  born  1794.  died  May  8.  1838,  at  Little 
[  Falls,  X.  Y. ;  Elizabeth,  born  179O,  niarriod  Guy 
j  Griswold  (she  died  at  Poquonock  Xov.  30,  1856)'; 
j  Elisha  died  Sept.  24,  1803,  aged  live  years;  Elihu. 
j  our  subject's  father,  comes  next;  Gaylord  died 
\  Sept.  15,  1803,  aged  twelve  months;  Elisha  Gay- 
!  lord,  born  ]\Iarch  24,  1805,  was  a  ph_\-sician  and 
;  died  at  the  old  homestead  Oct.  13,  1857;  David  tl'^tl 
;  at  Seneca  Falls,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  19,  iS34\  aged  twenty- 
\  five  years. 

j       (^'I)  Elihu  ]\L\RsnALL,our  subject's  father, was 
!  born  July  12,  1800,  on  the  estate  now  owned  by  our 
I  subject.    Being  reared  a  farmer  boy,  he  had  only 
•  a  district-school  education,  but  he  made  the  best 
i  of  his  advantages,  and  taught  successfully  when  a 
young  man.    His  reading  was  extensive  in  later 
years,  and  he  was  recognized  in  local  affairs.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a  ^^  hig.  later  a  Republican,  and 
1  he  was  always  a  regular  voter.    With  the  exception 
;  of  a  few  years  spent  in  th.e  paper-mill  business  in 
I  Xew  York  State  with  a  brother,  he  ])assed  his  life 
I  at  the  old  homestead,  his  attention  being  given  to 
I  agricultural  pursuits. 

i       On  June  10,  1829,  'Sir.  }^Iarshall  married  }\Iiss 
j  ]\Iary  Caroline  Grisv/okkborn  ^larch  3,  i8o6,daugh- 
j  ter  of  John  and  Mary  Griswold.   ]Mary  Griswold 
1  v\'as  one  of  several  daughters  of  Dr.  Elihu  Griswold, 
I  who  married  IMary,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Alexander 
j  Wolcott,  the  son  of  Gov.  Roger  and  great-grand- 
;  son  of  Henry  Wolcott,  the  Pilgrim.    ^Irs.  Mar- 
I  shall  was  a  descendant  of  Edward  Griswold ;  she 
i  was   a   devout   member   of     the  Congregational 
i  Church,  and  while  her  husband  was  not  connected 
I  with  anv  denomination  he  contributed  generouslv 
I  to  religious  works.    He  died  ^^larch  7,  1S76,  ]vlrs. 
!  Marshall  on  April  18,  1871,  and  the  remains  of 
:  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Poquonock. 
'■•        Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
!  dren,  the  others  being:    Frances  Elizabeth,  born 
March  21,  1830.  died  July  24.  1843.   3.1ary  Caro- 
line, born  March  13.  1833,  married  Charles  Spen- 
cer; she  died  in  Chicago  Aug.  13,  1866.  Ellen 
Griswold,  born  Oct.  24,  1834,  died  Dec.  18,  184 1. 
I  Anzonetta  Rebecca,  born  Xov.  27,   1836,  is  the 
j  widow  of  Sidney  ?\Irjrgan  and  resides  in  Syracuse, 
X.  Y.    Estelle  Wilhcmina,  born  July  i,  1840,  mar- 
ried Jerome  E.  Fuller,  of  Poquonock,  and  died 
July  21,  1900.    Ellen  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  8,  1846, 
'  is  now  Mrs.  Addison  Lamphear,  of  Poquonock. 
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l^aviil  E.  Marsliall,  \vli(->  rtoroscnls  the 
50ventli  i^cncration  of  his  taiiiilv  in  ihis  cuuiurv, 
was  Ixirn  at  his  present  resilience  Aus;'.  ii,  1843, 
and  was  cduealed  in  the  scliools  of  District  Xo.  8 
and  in  the  acatkniy  at  W  indsor  ('enter,  lie  was 
traineil  to  farm  work  as  a  boy,  and  lias  ahvavs  re- 
sided at  the  honicsiead,  an  attractive  estate  cnmpris- 
in^r  more  than  sixty  acres  of  excellent  hmd.  Polit- 
ically he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  partv 
in  National  affairs,  but  he  does  his  own  tliinking-. 
and  at  times  votes  indepentk-ntlv  when  local  issues 
seem  to  require  it. 

On  Dec.  30,  1S75,  Mr.  Marshall  married  Miss 
Charlotte  A.  Phelps,  who  was  born  Oct.  6,  1854, 
a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Abisjail  (Humphrey)  Phelps, 
well-known  resiilents  01  Poc[tionock.  of  whom  an 
account  is  given  elsewhere.  Her  education  was 
begun  in  the  same  schools  which  our  subject  had 
attended  a  few  years  earlier,  but  on  completing  the 
course  there  she  was  given  opportunities  for  more 
advancetl  study  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute, SufHeld,  acquiring  an  excellent  preparation  for 
her  duties  as  the  mistress  of  a  refined  home.  Two 
children  have  blessed  the  union :  David  Wilton, 
born  July  15.  1S77,  and  Carrie  Phelps,  born  June 
22,  1883,  both  of  wdiom  reside  with  their  parents. 
The  family  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Cnurch,  of  which  Mrs.  Marshall  and  her  daughter 
are  active  members. 

LOREXZO  PORTER  and  JAMES  TODD 
LEE.  The  first  American  ancestor  of  these  brothers 
was  John  Lee.  wdio  came  to  America  in  1634.  It 
is  known  that  he  was  born  Aug.  8.  1620,  in  Essex, 
England,  and  probably  at  Colchester,  and  he  left 
England  while  yet  a  inere  child,  under  the  care 
of  William  W'estwood.  for  a  year  living  with  that 
g-entleman  at  Cambridge,  Alass.,  and  in  1635  remov- 
ing with  him  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his 
early  years.  There  is  no  authentice  record  as  to  his 
course  of  educational  training,  but  it  is  supposed  that 
he  studied  under  the  tutorship  of  Samuel  Stone,  a 
famous  pedagogue  of  that  day,  who  died  in  1659. 
In  1640  white  men  first  settled  in  the  territory  where 
the  town  of  Farmington  now  stands,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  young  Lee,  then  in  his  early  manhood, 
joined  their  company,  and  became  one  of  the  eighty- 
four  original  proprietors  of  the  town.  The  terri- 
tory acquired  by  them  embraced  an  area  fifteen 
miles  square,  an^l  included  the  present  towns  of 
Farmington,  Southington,  Bristol,  Burlington,  Xew 
Britain,  Berlin  and  Kensington.  Many  hundred 
acres  of  land  were  assigned  to  him,  and  portions 
of  the  same,  lying  in  Southington,  Bristol  and  Xew 
Britain,  are  yet  owned  by  his  descendants,  the  title 
thereto  having  remained  in  the  family  for  250  years. 
In  1658  he  took  to  himself  a  wife,  Mary,  a  daughter 
of  Deacon  Stephen  Hart. 

Stephen  Lee,  second  son  of  John  Lee,  was  the 
first  settler  in  the  tract  which  came  to  be  called 
the  "Great  Swamp"  in  1707,  Kensington  in  1720  and 
Xew  Britain  in  T754.    lie  took  an  active  part  in 


effecting  the  organization  of  the  Xew  Britain  So- 
ciety, and  was  a  substantial  man,  accounted  wealthv 
!  for  his  tiiue;  and  his  home,  long  kn.jwn  as  the 
j  "Hinsdale  House,"  has  been  described  by  an  earlv 
chronicler  as  ''one  of  the  grandest  houses  in  Xew 
j  Britain,"  and  remained  standing  imtil  1834.  On 
■  (_)ct.  I,  i(h)0.  he  married  Ehzalu-tli  Royce.  a  d.augli- 
i  ter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Lathrop  )  Royce,  and 
I  died  June  7,  1753. 

j       Dr.  Isaac  Lee,  son  of  Stephen  Lee,  born  at 
I  Kensington,  was  a  physician  of  wide  repute  at 
j  Earmington  and  Middletown,  as  well  as  at  the  place 
of  his  nativity.    On  Dec.  3.  1713,  he  married  Mary 
Hubl)ard,  who  was  born  at  Hartford  in  Eebruarv, 
!  1688,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Kirby) 
i  Hubbard.    Dr.  Lee  died  Aug.  6,  17S0.    His  son. 
Col.  Isaac  Lee,  in  1734  gave  Xew  Britain  her  name. 
The  Colonel  was  thrice  married,  first,  on  July  ib, 
1740,  to  Tabitha,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  EHzah.eth 
;  (Galpin)   X'^orton,  who  was  born  at  Kensington 
Dec.  20,  1718,  and  died  X'ov.  2,  1770.    His  second 
marriage  v>as  on  Dec.  30,  1772,  to  Elizabeth  Grant, 
of  East  Windsor,  wdio  died  !May  17.  1782,  and  on 
Oct.  9.  1783,  he  was  united  to  Mrs.  Mary  Hall, 
widow  of  Amos  Hall,  and  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Johnson,  of  W^allingford.    Col.  Lee  died  Dec.  13, 
1802,  and  his  widow  on  Dec,  22,  1810.    He  was 
a  man  of  prominence  in  the  community,  and  his 
name  frequently  occurs  in  the  records  of  town, 
church  and  State.    X'o  one  of  his  dav  exerted  a 
more  potent  influence  upon  public  affairs,  both  civil 
:  and  religious,  and  for  manv  years  he  was  familiar- 
i  ly  called  the  "Eather  of  the  Town."    Eor  thirty 
I  years  he  was  a  magnstrate,  administering  justice 
I  with  wisdom  and  impartiality,  and  his  counsel  was 
constantly  sought  in  matters  affecting  the  general 
j  policy  of  the  Colonv  and  later  of  the  State.  With 
i  the  exception  of  four  years  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  Colonial  Assembly  from  1761  to  1775,  in 
the  State  Legislature  from  its  first  session,  in  1776, 
until  1779,  and  again  from  1783  to  1791.    He  was  a 
member  of  that  earnest  and  devoted  band  of  patriots, 
I  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony, 
!  who,  headed  by  Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull  and  other 
I  State  officers,  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  L'nited 
States  in  October,  1776. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Revolution  and 
throughout  the  years  which  followed  Col.  Lee  stood 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  patriots  of  his  time, 
j  and  shared  with  them  the  arduous  duties  and  the 
I  grave  responsibilities  of  those  years  when  wisdom 
!  and  statesmanship  alone  could  guide  the  ship  of 
j  State  through  a  tempestuous    sea    and    along  a 
rocky  coast.    He  served  for  many  years  in  the 
militia,  being  appointed  captain  in  the  Sixth  Co- 
lonial Regiment  in  May,   1767,  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  following  October,  and  colonel  of  the  15th 
Regiment  in  1775.    Elis  manner  was  courtly  and 
dignified,  his  presence  commanding.    He.  was  one 
of  the  two  citizens  of  Xew  Britain — Rev.  Dr.  Smal- 
ley  being  the  other — who  were  always  accorded  a 
respect  akin  to  reverence.    His  physical  strength 
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Avas  extraordinary,  and  lie  was  noted  for  his  agility 
and  remarkable  powers  of  endurance.  On  the  eve 
of  his  first  marriage  an  attemi)t  was  made  to  sti.al 
llie  bride,  and  in  foiling-  it  llic  Colonel  severely 
wounded  seven  men.  The  custom  wa:^  aband'jned 
from  that  date. 

Jsaac  Lee,  son  c'f  Col.  Isaac  Lee,  married  .Abigail 
Goodrich  on  May  25,  1773.  She  was  born  Uet. 
30,  1753,  and  died  April  9,  1811.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  jedediah  and  Mary  Goodrich,  the  latter  being 
a  descendant  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker.  On  Oct. 
1812,  Mr.  Lee  married  a  second  time,  his  wife  being 
Mrs.  Betsey  Lusk,  a  daughter  of  Major  I'eier  Cur- 
tiss,  of  Farmington,  and  widow  of  David  Lusk, 
of  New  Britain.  Isaac  Lee  died  April  11,  1S2S, 
and  his  widow  on  Aug.  i,  of  the  same  year.  He 
inherited  the  homestead,  and  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  owning  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land 
included  within  the  present  city  limits  of  Xew 
Britain.  He  was  conspicuous  for  both  his  piety  and 
his  public  spirit. 

Ihomas  Lee,  second  son  of  Isaac  Lee,  was  born 
Nov.  28,  1776,  and  married  Electa  Riley,  of  Xorth- 
ampton.  Mass.,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Huldah 
(Porter)  Riley.  She  was  born  Dec.  13,  1776,  and 
died  Dec.  5,  1826,  was  a  woman  of  remarkable 
strength  of  character,  and  became  the  mother  of 
a  large  family.  Thomas  Lee  and  his  father  were 
among  the  earliest  manufacttirers  of  Xew  Britain, 
and  built  and  conducted  the  first  general  store  in 
the  village.  Thomas  Lee  repeatedly  represented 
the  town  of  Berlin  in  the  Legislature,  was  judge 
of  probate.,  postmaster  and  always  an  active  politi- 
cian.   He  died  Aug.  20,  1840. 

Lorenzo  Porter  Lee,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
April  12,  1800.  He  was  married  at  Christ  church, 
Hartford,  on  X'ov.  3,  1828,  to  Jeanette  Todd  Hills, 
who  was  born  June  27,  1805,  and  was  the  niece  and 
adopted  daughter  of  the  eminent  physician  and 
specialist,  Dr.  Eli  Todd,  of  Hartford,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane.  Lorenzo 
P.  Lee  died  on  June  17,  18S9,  his  wife  surviving 
him  until  Jan.  2,  1891.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  a  brief  mention  of  whom  is  given, 
(i)  Lorenzo  Todd  was  born  Jan.  27,  1830,  and  died 
Jan.  23,  1834.  (2)  Franklin  Hills  was  born  Xov. 
3,  1832.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  2d  Wis.  \'.  I.,  from  which  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  but  on  recovering  from  a 
wound  he  re-enlisted,  the  second  time  in  the  First 
Connecticut  Artillery,  in  which  he  served  with 
distinction,  gaining  the  reputation  of  the  best  gunner 
in  the  regiment.  He  was  mustered  out  Sept.  25, 
1865,  and  died,  at  Fulton,  Ark.,  Jan.  3,.  1879.  (3) 
Jeanette  was  born  [March  9,  1834,  and  married 
William  G.  Coe  }ilay  27,  1856.  (4)  James  Todd 
•was  born  Dec.  9,  1835.  (5)  Theresa  was  born 
Kov.  20,  1837.  (6)  Lorenzo  Porter  was  born  Jan. 
17,  1839.  (7)  Susan  was  born  Oct.  4,  1841,  and 
died  Jan.  27,  1842.  (8j  Alice  was  born  June  6, 
1843,  and  married  Albert  S.  Wells  Sept.  8,  J  868. 


(9)  Flla,  l)orn  Aug.  i(t.  i.^^j^i.  married  Lennard 
Doig  on  June  10,  1873,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1875. 

Lorenzo  Porter  Lee  was  one  of  the  Inst  to  en- 
gage in  manufacturing  in  Xew  ihitain.  He  was  a 
leading  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  was  iileiui- 
lied  with  many  business  ventures,  in  all  of  which 
he  was  successful.  His  worth  was  recognized  liy 
his  fellow  townsmen,  who  honored  him  by  elect- 
ing him  to  many  important  ofiices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  remarkable  aliility.  He 
represented  the  town  of  Berlin  in  tlie  General  As- 
sembly, and  was  Xew  Britain's  first  pcistmaster,  his 
ccnniiissiun  bearing  the  signature  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Feb.  12,  1828.  He  was  an  onniivorous 
reader,  and  this  trait,  together  with  his  extraor- 
dinarily retentive  memory,  joined  to  acute  iK)wers 
of  observation,  made  him  one  of  the  best  informed 

'  men  of  his  time.  His  mind  was  singularly  clear  and 
logical,  and  although  he  never  entered  the  profession 

:  of  the  law  he  was  constantly  consulted  by  his  friends 

I  and  neighbors  on  legal  questions,  frequently  draft- 
ing contracts  and  other  documents,  but  always  re- 
fusing to  accept  compensation  for  services.  He  was 
kindly  and  generous,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to 
th.e  cause  of  religion.    He  took  a  deep  interest  in  tlie 

I  history  of  his  family,  and  was  the  vice-president 
of  the  Lee  Association,  at  its  first  gathering,  in 
1884,  being  the  oldest  man  present.    lie  was  also 

i  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  State,  and  was 
buried  at  X'ew  Britain  with  high  honor  by  that  fra- 
ternity. 

James  Todd  Lee,  son  of  Lorenzo  P.  Lee,  was 
born  Dec.  9,  1835.    He  married,  at  Alanche^ter, 
j  England,  Caroline  Wake,  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
I  in  which  county  she  was  born  Sept.  18,  1845.  For 
twenty  years  he  represented  the  firm  of  Lee,  Tweedy 
&  Co.,  of  X'ew^  York  Cit}-,  in  Europe,  as  their  pur- 
chasing agent.    He  owned  an  interest  in  this  great 
wholesale  dry-goods  house,  and  during  his  long 
connection  with  it  crossed  the  Atlantic  probably 
eighty  times.    At  the  meeting  of  the  Lee  Associa- 
I  tion,  held  in  August,  1S96,  he  was  chosen  president, 
i  a  position  for  which  his  family  pride  and  affection, 
i  no  less  than  his  urbane  courtesy,   well  qualified 
him.    He  is  the  father  of  four  children :  Percy 
Howard,  Leslie  William,  Ida  Caroline  and  Ella 
'  Beatrice.    Percy  H.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1868,  at  Man- 
\  Chester,  England.     Leslie  W.  was  born  at  the  same 
place  ■March  26,  1871,  and  is  an  artist  of  great 
promise,  with  studio  at  Xew  York.    Ida  Caroline 
w-as  born  IMarch  5,  1873,  at  [Manchester,  England, 
and  died  in  New^  York  April  12,  1878.    Ella  Beat- 
rice, born  at  [Manchester  Aug.  i,  1874,  died  in  Man- 
chester, [March  21,  1876. 

Lorenzo  Porter  Lee  (2)  was  born  Jan.  17,  1839, 
and  on  June  20,  1878,  married  Clara  L.,  a  dauglner 
i  of  the  late  D.  W.  Smith,  of  Williamsport,  Penn. 
i  [Mr.  Lee  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company 
F,  8th  X.  Y.  V.  I.  For  nineteen  and  a  half  vears 
j  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Russell  &  Frwin  as  a  com- 
■  mercial  traveler,  his  route  extending  over  the  entire 
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country,  lie  ri'sii^niiij;'  lhal  ]Hisiliiin  uii  Jan.  i,  18S4. 
About  this  time  lie  and  liis  broihor,  James  Todd 
Loo,  crcoiod  tlic  Loo  block.  Adjaconl  to  this  stands 
the  first  brick  rosidoncc  over  Iniili  in  Xow  I'lritain, 
and  beneath  its  roof  Lorenzo's  cliiMreii  wore  biirn. 
The  home  of  his  g:randfatlicr.  TImukis  Lee.  sto^ij. 
upon  the  site  of  the  Judd  block,  where  his  ])i\'j;\n\-, 
one  and  all,  were  born. 

The  brothers  have  doi;e  much  toward  the  up- 
building;- and  beautifying  of  the  city.  In  1S84  the  drv- 
goods  tirm  of  Lee  Bros.  tS:  Co.  was  founded.  After 
eight  or  ten  years  of  successful  business  tliev  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  trade,  from  which  tliev  re- 
tired in  1S9S.  Their  mutual  altection  is  as  earnest 
as  in  the  days  of  their  childhood,  yet  their  political 
views  are  widely  divergent,  James  T.  being  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  Lurenzo  P.  a  Republican.  The  former 
was  elected  city  treasurer  in  18S9,  but  cared  so  little 
for  the  oftice  that  he  failed  to  qualify.  Both  are 
among  the  most  prominent  and  universally  respected 
citizens  of  Xcw  Britain. 

IIOX.  WARREX  C.  HU:\rPIIREY  (deceased) 
was  for  many  years  a  leading  resident  of  Canton, 
and  his  active  and  faithful  woik  in  sustaining  the 
progressive  movements  of  his  day  in  his  localitv 
has  given  him  a  lasting  place  in  the  memorv  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

yir.  Humphrey  Avorthily  represented  a  familv 
which  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  section,  and 
traced  his  descent  from  Michael  Humphrey,  a  pio- 
nerr  settler,  through  Samuel  (i  ),  Samuel (2),  Sam- 
uel (3),  Theophilus  and  Loin  Humphrey.  Samuel 
Humphrey  (3),  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  Simsbury,  in  1710,  and  in  1734  re- 
moved to  West  Simsbury,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  died  at  his  home  in  1760,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  ^^'est  Simsbury  cem- 
etery. In  1734  he  married  ]\Iary  Wilcox,  daughter 
of  X'athaniel  Wilcox,  and  thev  had  the  following 
children:  Samuel,  born  in  1734,  died  in  1804,  mar- 
ried Prudence  ]Mills ;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1737,  died 
in  1816,  married  Thomas  Dyer:  Hannah,  born  in 
1740,  died  in  1821,  married  Benjamin  ^lills  :  Will- 
iam, born  in  1742.  died  in  1773,  married  Hopziljah 
Merrill ;  Theophilus  is  mentioned  below :  Mary, 
born  in  1746,  died  in  1830.  married  Daniel  Morgan. 

Deacon  Theophilus  Humphre^■,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  1744,  and  died  in  i82r). 
The  greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent  in  farm- 
ing in  West  Sini^bury,  but  for  a  few  years  previous 
to  1782  he  resided  in  Simsburv.  His  first  wife. 
Hepzibah  Cornish,  was  born  in  1742,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Cornish,  and  died  in  1800.  His  seco!id  wnfe. 
Diana  Averit,  was  born  in  1752,  and  died  in  1843. 
He  had  the  following  children,  all  by  the  first 
union:  James,  Ixjrn  in  1765,  died  in  1830,  married 
(first)  Keturah  Case  and  (second)  Dradama  Gar- 
rett; Hepzibah,  born  in  1767,  married  Jesse  Bar- 
bour; Alvin,  born  in  1769,  died  in  1S47,  '^^'^s  (first) 
married  to  Alvina  Case,  and  C second)  to  ^Nlary 
Hayes;  the  next  child  died  in  infancy;  Amelia, 


born  in  1774.  died  in  1S08,  married  Jonatlian  I'.ar- 
bour;  Theoi^hilus,  born  in  177O,  died  in  1851,  mar- 
ried (first)  Cynlhia  ilayden,  and  afterward  Miss 
Cornish;  I^oin  is  meiUioned  below;  Phinnv,  born  in 
1780,  died  in  1852,  married  Rhoda  Lligiev,  daugh- 
ter of  Setli  Higley  ;  Thalia,  wlio  was  born  in  1782, 
married  Thomas  Engdcn ;  Dudley,  born  in  1784. 
died  in  1826,  married  Elizabeth  Hum})hrev;  and 
Kezalia,  born  in  1780,  died  in  1S18,  married  Siephen 
Atwater. 

Lion.  Loin  Humphrey,  fatlier  of  \\'arren  C. 
LIumphrey,  our  subject,,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1777, 
in  West  Simsbury,  now  Canton.  With  onlv  a 
limited  education  lie  was  successful  in  life,  his  ca- 
reer showing  what  industry,  enterprise,  large-  , 
heartedness  and -a  naturally  keen  intellect  could 
accomplish  in  his  environment.  For  two  terms  he 
served  as  a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Canton  for  twenty  years,  having  first  been  appointed 
in  1831.  At  various  limes  he  served  as  selectman 
and  in  other  local  ofiices,  but  notwithstanding  his 
public  duties  he  was  one  of  the  most  practical 
farmers  in  his  djstrict.  His  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Canton,  Xov.  16,  1854.  On  Oct.  iS.  1798, 
he  married,  in  West  Simsbury,  }>Iiss  Rhoda  Case, 
who  was  born  April  14,  1780,  and  died  Oct.  21, 
1847.  She  was  a  daughter  of  LIcsea  Case,  Jr.,  and 
granddaughter  of  Deacon  Hosea  Case.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rhoda  Case,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Amos  Case.  Loin  and  Rhoda  Humphrey 
had  the  following  children :  Loin  Harmon,  born 
July  13,  1799,  married  Sophia  Chidsey ;  Austin 
X'elson,  born  May  10,  1801,  died  April'  20,  1884, 
married  Amelia  Higley;  Eunice  Deligiit,  born  April 
2,  1803,  died  Sept.  21,  1875,  married,  on  Aug.  7, 
1821,  Pomeroy  Higley;  Hosea  Sherman  was  born 
Dec.  21,  1805,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1809;  Hosea  Dav- 
ton,  born  Aug.  31,  1809.  died  Sept.  18,  1845,  married 
Caroline  Starr;  Warren  Canfield,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  below;  Rhoda  I-"lorinda,  born  Oct.  18, 
1814,  married,  on  Aug.  17,  1S37,  Ben  Ristirie,  a 
resident  of  Crawfordsville,  Ind. ;  Sarah  Eleanor 
was  born  Feb.  25,  1819,  and  died  April  15,  1831  ; 
Susan  ]\Iaria,  born  April  6,  1820,  married,  on  .'^ept. 
2,  1841,  Hon.  C^liver  C.  Adams,  son  of  Gen.  Ezra 
Adams;  a  child,  born  March  18,  1824,  died  ]\Iarch 
19,  1824:  Eliza  Lavinia,  born  Aug.  26,  1825.  died 
Oct.  21,  1840. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Canton  ?\rav  30,  iSii, 
and  was  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood  during  the 
anti-slavery  struggle,  v/ith  which  he  identified  him- 
self until  its  close.  He  was  a  man  of  practical  eiL 
ucation,  received  in  the  public  schools,  and  his  talent 
and  strong  character  made  him  a  natural  leader. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  three  to  vote  the  anti- 
slavery  ticket  in  Canton  Center,  and  was  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  first  anti-slavery  conven- 
tion, held  in  Hartfor<l  in  1835-36,  when  the  audience 
was  driven  from  the  city  hall  anfl  compelled  to 
seek  private  quarters  in  order  to  listen  to  the  ad- 
dress of  ^Ir.  Lovejoy,  whose  brother.  E.  P.  Love- 
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joy,  Iiad  been  inurdcrcd  in  Alton.  III.,  hut  a  short 
time  hotoro.  Just  hoforo  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  the  Free-Soil  party  nominated 
their  last  candidate  lor  I'nited  States  senator  from 
the  Third  District  of  Connecticut,  and  3.1r.  llum- 
phrev  was  their  choice.  rhou,;.:^h  he  faileil  of  elec- 
tion to  that  position  he  served  the  Republican  party 
afterward  in  many  local  oflices,  inchulin*^  that  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1859  and  1872  he  repre- 
sented Canton  in  the  State  Legislature.  Socially 
he  was  much  esteemed  in  his  community,  and  as  a 
music  teacher  and  public  singer  he  achieved  notable 
success.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
choir  for  sixty  years,  dating  from  the  time  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  for  fifty  years,  and  a  deacon  for  twenty- 
five  years.  On  Sept.  4.  1835.  Humphrey  mar- 
ried ^larv  A.  Adams,  daughter  of  Gen.  Ezra 
Adams.  She  died  IMarch  21,  1843,  '"^"fl  on  April 
3,  1844,  lit^  married  ]Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  Moses,  who 
died  April  3,  1S73.  On  Oct.  22.  1874,  he  formed 
a  third  union,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Henrietta  R. 
Bidwell.  who  is  mentioned  below.  Mr.  Humphrey 
died  Feb.  6,  1896.    Fie  left  no  children. 

IMrs.  Henrietta  R.  Humphrc}',  the  v/idow  of  our 
subject,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  }^Iassachusetts.  Her  father,  Hiram  Pike, 
was  born  in  Xew  3.Iarlboro,  ]\Iass.  .May  25^  1799, 
and  was  reared  a  farmer.  He  married  Olive  Rood, 
who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Conn.,  Sept.  25,  1797, 
daughter  of  John  Rood,  and  soon  afterward  set- 
tled in  Canton,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
in  agricukural  pursuits.  He  died  Xov.  13,  1S38, 
his  wife  on  July  21,  1887,  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  New  Hartford.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Julia  A.,  born  June 
20,  1826,  married,  on  Jan.  25,  1849,  ^^'illiam  Wil- 
cox; Henrietta  R.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Cclestia,  born  Tune  17,  1S29,  married  \\'illiam  Wil- 
cox; Olive,  born  Aug.  9,  1830,  married  Xelson 
Humphrey;  Mark  FL,  born  Feb.  4,  1832,  died  in 
1892 ;  2\Iary  E.,  born  July  5,  1833,  married  Ed- 
mund Chapin ;  John  R.,  born  Xov.  26,  1836,  is  now 
a  farmer  of  Canton  :  Aretus,  born  ]\Iarch  2,  1837, 
died  Aug.  30,  1837:  and  Catharine,  born  Feb.  11, 
1839,  married  William  Case,  of  Xew  Hartford. 
!Mrs.  Humphrey  was  born  in  X'^ew  ^Marlboro,  ]\Iass., 
June  27,  1827,  and  now  resides  at  Canton,  where 
she  has  spent  much  of  her  life.  She  is  a  good 
Christian  woman,  and  possessed  of  much  business 
ability.  Her  first  iuisband  was  Albert  Frederick 
Bidwell,  and  by  him  she  had  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Frederick  A.,  George  E. 
and  Thomas  Scott. 

GEORGE  ^MLCOX,  trustee,  elder  and  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  Church  Family  of  .Shakers, 
Shaker  Station,  in  the  town  of  Enfield,  was  born 
in  f^oster.  Providence  Co.,  R.  I.,  March  14,  1819, 
a  son  of  L'lavid  and  Betsey  (Fry)  Wilcox,  natives 
of  the  same  town  and  county,  who,  with  a  family 


of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  joined  the  Sliakrr 
Comnumity  of  JMilitId  in  1827.    I'>oih  parents  lived 

j  and  died  v.'ith  the  Shakers,  the  father  jjassing  away 
.\pril  5.  1S36,  and  the  mother  in  .August.  1877. 
Their  children  were:    Ricliard,  John,  George,  I)an- 

I  iel,  Phcbe  and  Ezra.  Of  these,  Richard  was  kil'.etl 
b_\'  accident  in  1884;  Daniel  drifted  away,  married 
and  rearetl  a  family,  and  divd  in  (!)uincv.  111.,  a*: 
the  age  of  fifty-six;  Ezra  died  A]iril  0.  183C),  at  the 
age  of  eleven;  and  John  dietl  Feb.  4,  1900,  ag:-d 
eighty-three.  George  and  Phebe  still  survive  and 
are  memi)ers  of  the  Church  Familv  of-  Shakers, 
Enfield. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
tliere  was  an  active  revival  of  religion  through  the 
various  churches  in  this  region.  In  due  time  tliev 
heard  of  a  small  band  of  ijcoj^le  located  near  Al- 
bany. X.  Y..  who  had  migrated  from  England  in 
the  year  1774,  and  were  preaching  and  practicing 
a  true  Cliristian  life,  after  the  pattern  of  the 
Apostolic  Church  shortlv  after  the  crucifixion  of 
Jesus,  embracing  the  principles  of  peace,  virgin 
purity  and  conTrrrtmity  of  goods.  Finally  some  of 
the  subjects  of  the  revival  visited  tho^c  strange 
people,  and  ultimatelv  became  convinced  and  eon- 
verted  to  their  doctrine,  and  after  awhile  some  of 
those  people  visited  Enfield  and  ])lanted  their  testi- 
mony in  the  hearts  and  souls  of  a  few  families, 
principal  among  them  being  the  ]\leachams,  Tif- 
fanys.  Billings,  Slate  Allen  and  others  with  their 
families,  who  grew  up  and  established  these  com- 
munity families,  living  together  as  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. They  have  contmucd  thus,  with  various  ac- 
cessions, for  something  over  one  hundred  years. 

George  Wilcox,  our  subject,  has  been  identified 
with  the  Church  Family  of  Shakers  since  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  one  year  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  has  been  an  elder  since  1844,  first  as  assistant 
to  Elder  Asa  Tift'any,  whom  he  succeeded  ujxjn  the 
retirement  of  the  latter  in  1S51,  and  tliis  important 
position  he  has  since  successfully  continued  to  fill, 
having  supervision  of  over  one  thousand  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  Church  I'annly.  The  X'orth, 
South  and  Church  Families  have  in  all  about  three 
thousand  acres  in  one  body. 

The  Shakers  are  engaged  principally  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  also  own  and  operate  a  ma- 
chine shop,  a  sawmill  and  a  gristmill.  They  deal 
to  some  extent  in  stock,  and  grow  their  own  dairy 
stock.  They  sell  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  tons  of  hay  annually.  The  work  is 
done  principallv  by  the  members  of  the  commun- 
ity, though  in  the  busy  season  outside  help  is  some- 
times employed.  The  women  do  fancy  work,  which 
is  disposed  of  to  visitors. 

At  tne  age  of  eighty-one  Elder  Wilcox  is  hale 
and  heartier  than  most  men  of  sixty,  and  bids  fair 
to  reach  the  century  mark.  He  is  a  genial  and 
courteous  gentleman,  and  has  served  in  th.c  ca- 
pacity of  trustee  for  thirty  years,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  three  families  in 
Enfield  during  the  latter  part  of  that  time. 
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KLAM  S.  KILDV.  lor  many  years  a  prcMiiineiU  l 
business  man  of  Kensington,  is  a  native  oi  W'etli-  j 
crsfieUl,  Harttord  eounty,  born  .March  14,  i>^4S.  llis  ' 
grantltather,  w  ho  died  while  lie  u  a-;  \  cry  \  otmir,  ' 
was  a  farmer,  and  his  father,  I'ranklin  Kilby.  was 
a  blacksmith. 

Franklin  Kilh}'  was  born  in  1818  in  W'ethcrs- 
field,  and  died  July  4,  1870.  Eoth  his  name  and 
trade  harmonize  with  the  sturdy  integrity  of  his 
character.  In  1S40  he  was  married  to  JIarriet  | 
Slater,  of  Xew  Britain,  who  passed  away  when 
young  Elam  was  a  child  of  six  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  her  native  town.  During  her  fourteen 
3-cars  of  married  life  slie  bore  her  husband  three 
children:  Benjamin  Franklin,  Hattie  and  Elam 
S.  The  eldest  son  received  serious  injury  while  a 
child,  but  lived  until  1S93,  in  which  year  he  died, 
•unmarried,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  Hattie  mar- 
ried Abraham  Howell,  a  tea  merchant  of  Xew 
Britain.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  ]M-anklin 
Kilby  married  Aviary  Ann  O'Rouke,  of  ^^'ethers- 
iield,  and  of  this  union  four  children  were  born, 
two  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  eldest  child, 
Lena,  married  Edw  ard  Carter,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; 
James  E.,  the  first-born  son,  is  serving  in  the 
United  States  army  at  W'ingate.  X.  'SI.;  Frederick, 
the  second  son,  also  located  in  the  regular  army 
in  18S2,  but  since  that  year  his  family  has  heard 
nothing  of  his  whereabouts ;  Isabella,  the  youngest 
child  of  the  second  marriage,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Elmer  Ripple,  of  Berlin,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Russell  &  Erwin  Co.,  of  Xew  Berlin.  ]Mr. 
Kilby's  second  wife  survives  him,  making  her  home 
Avith  her  daughter,  }ilrs.  Ripple.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  Franklin  Kilby,  despite  his  forty- 
three  years,  felt  his  pulse  throb  and  his  heart  beat 
quicker  when  Beauregard  fired  the  first  Rebel  gun 
aimed  at  Sumter.  He  promptly  enlisted  in  the 
Conn.  \'.  I.,  his  regiment  being  the  first  three-year 
one  to  go  to  the  front  from  the  State. 

Such  early  education  as  Elam  S.  Kilby  received 
was  obtained  at  the  Wethersfield  common  schools, 
but  necessity  compelled  him  to  go  to  work  at  an 
early  age,  his  first  practical'experience  being  as  a 
farm  hand.  He  worked  some  seven  months  for 
Deacon  Stanley  Griswold,  of  \\'ethersfield,  and 
about  the  same  length  of  time  for  Deacon  Stillwell, 
earning  six  dollars  a  month.  His  next  employers 
were  Franklin  Griswold  and  Deacon  Chauncey 
Welles,  for  each  of  whom  he  worked  one  summer. 
He  then  removed  from  Wethersfield  to  Kensington, 
where  he  secured  work  as  a  polisher  in  the  shops 
of  the  Hart,  Bliven  &  IMeade  Co.  After  a  year 
he  entered  the  "square"  department  of  the  same  fac- 
tory, where  he  was  employed  for  eighteen  months,  i 
At  the^expiration  of  that  period  (in  1871)  he  opened  j 
the  "Kilby  House,"  near  the  Berlin  station  of  the 
N.  Y.  &  X'.  H.  railroad.  In  mentioning  this,  his  | 
first  business  venture  on  his  own  account,  attention 
should  be  directed  to  the  fact  that  on  coming  to 
Kensington  Mr.  Kilby's  entire  cash  capital  con- 
sisted of  three  dollars,  and  the  fact  that  within  two 


and  a  half  years  he  was  able  to  undertake  an  en- 
terpri.se  of  this  sort  speaks  volumes  for  liis  industry, 
sobriety  and  economy.  l-"or  twenty-one  years  he 
remained  in  chaige  of  the  original  "Kilby  House." 
which  he  conducted  with  such  skill  and  attention 
to  business  that  in  1892  he  erected  a  new  "Killiy 
House,"  on  the  line  of  the  Xew  Britain  and  Berlin 
trolly  ruad.  He  continued  to  manage  this  estab- 
lisliment  until  1897,  when  he  leased  the  hotel  to 
John  Carey.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
the  conduct  of  his  livery  stable,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  ecjuipped  of  its  size  in  the  county.  Through 
business  sagacity,  perseverance  and  integrity  he  has 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competence.  In  1896 
he  erected  a  handsome  modern  residence  adjoin- 
ing his  new  hotel.  In  addition  to  his  hotel  projierty 
and  residence  he  owns  eight  dwellings  in  Kensing- 
ton, besides  several  business  buildings,  known  as 
Kilby's  Corners,  which  he  put  up  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  "Kilby  House,"  as  well  as  the  post- 
office  building,  the  storerooms  occupied  by  X'elson 
Taylor  and  by  the  West  ^Market,  the  adjacent  bar- 
ber shop  and  the  building  nearest  the  Berlin  depot. 
He  is  also  a  property  owner  in  X'ew^  Britain,  among 
llis  other  holdings  there  being  the  Fielding  block 
on  ^lain  street,  adjoining  Dennis  Riordan's  dry- 
goods  store. 

On  Aug.  31,  1869,  Mr.  Kilby  was  married  to 
]\Iiss  Annie  ^1.  Cushman,  wdio  was  born  in  East 
Hartford  April  5,  1853.  and  they  have  one  child, 
a  son  named  Louis  Elam.  The  latter  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Kensington  common  schools  and  the 
X'ew  Britain  high  school,  and  after  graduating 
from  the  last  named  institution  took  a  commercial 
course  at  Hannum's  Business  College  in  Hartford. 
For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocerv  busi- 
ness in  Kensington  with  William  Taylor  under  the 
firm  name  of  Kilby  &  Taylor,  and  is  at  present 
connected  W'ith  the  W.  L.  Davis  Brick  Co. ;  he  also 
has  charge  of  his  father's  business  in  X'ew^  Britain. 
Ke  has  been  a  grand  juror  since  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  and  in  1898,  greatlv  against  his  wish, 
was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  for  the 
office  of  repi-esentative,  but  was  defeated. 

Mr.  Kilby  is  thoroughly  independent  in  poli- 
tics, his  motto  being  "men  rather  than  party."  For 
himself,  he  has  never  sought  office,  finding  that  the 
successful  conduct  of  his  own  extensive  business 
affairs  called  for  all  his  time,  thought  and  energy. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  \'eterans  and  of 
^Meriden  Lodge,  Xo.  35,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  one 
of  the  best-known  men  of  either  Kensington,  Berlin 
or  Xew  Britain,  in  all  of  wdiich  places  his  frank, 
genial  nature,  no  less  than  his  high  moral  char- 
acter, has  made  for  him  many  friends. 

Mrs.  Elam  S.  Kilby,  whose  maiden  name,  as 
has  been  said,  was  Annie  M.  Cushman,  is  descended 
from  original  Puritan  stock,  some  of  the  best  blood 
of  th.e  early  Pilgrims  of  Xew  England  coursing 
through  her  veins.  She  is  of  the  eighth  genera- 
tion in  direct  line  from  Rev.  Robert  Cushman,  wdio 
was  born  in  England  before  the  year  1600.  He 
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was  one  of  tlio  ]>as<cngers  on  the  "Spoodwcll," 
the  sister  ship  ol  the  "Alaytlow  er,"  whicli  sprang 
a  leak  ami  was  ohligeJ  to  return  to  port,  while  the 
'■Mayllower"  proeeeded  on  her  voyage.  In  i6ji, 
liowever.  Rohert  Cushnian  crossctl  the  water,  land- 
ing at  Plymouth,  where  he  preaehed  the  first  ser- 
mon ever  luard  in  Xew  England.  He  remained  at 
Plymouth  for  a  few  months,  when  he  was  sent  to 
England  as  an  agent  for  the  Colony,  and  while  pre- 
paring to  return  to  America  he  died.  His  son, 
Thomas,  who  was  a  hoy  of  fourteen  years  when  he 
accompanied  Ins  fatlicr  to  the  Xew  World,  became 
a  ruling  elder  in  the  cluu-ch,  dying  in  that  part  of 
Plymouth  which  afterward  became  a  portion  of 
Kingston.  He  was  the  father  I'f  a  family  of  sons, 
one  of  whom,  Isaac,  w-as  the  iirst  minister  settled 
at  Plympton.  He  also  had  a  numerous  progeny, 
one  of  his  sons.  Nathaniel,  being  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  }ilrs.  Kilby.  Nathaniel  settled  a: 
Lebanon  and  his  eldest  son,  also  named  Isaac,  re- 
moved to  Staltord,  Coim.,  wliere  he  died  in  1S13, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  This  Isaac  (2),  Mrs. 
Kilby's  great-grandfather,  had  three  sons,  David, 
Solomon  and  Jonas.  Solomon  was  born  Oct.  13, 
1778,  and  was  the  father  of  ten  chddren,  the  young- 
est of  whom.  Ambrose,  was  the  father  of  Annie 
]\I.  (now  INIrs.  Elam  S.  Kilby).  He  was  born  in 
West  Staflord  Feb.  18,  1813.  and  after  leaving 
school  worked  upon  his  father's  farm.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1837,  he  married  Abigail  L.  Stowe,  the 
daughter  of  a  farmer  of  Zslooers,  N.  Y.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  wdiose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Lucinda,  Oct.  31.  1839; 
Candice,  in  1841  :  Jefferson.  Feb.  18.  1846:  Erskine, 
Aug.  25,   1848:  Annie  April  5,   1853;  and 

Arthur  J.,  April  5,  1855. 

HON.  EDWIN  ^lORGAN  RIPLEY.  :\I.  D., 
of  L'nionville.  has  won  for  himself  an  eminent  po- 
sition in  the  medical  world.  He  is  a  man  of  deep 
research  and  careful  investigation,  and  his  skill 
and  ability  have  won  him  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  Prominence  in  his  profession  comes 
through  merit  alone,  and  the  high  position  which 
he  occupies  attests  his  superiority. 

The  Riplev  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  their 
coat  of  arms  is  thus  described :  Per  chev.  dove- 
tailed, and  vert.,  tnree  lions  ramp.,  countercharged. 
Crest,  a  demi-lion,  ramp-reguard,  vert.,  collared  or 
holding  between  the  paws  an  escutcheon  per  chev. 
or.  The  first  to  come  to  the  New  World  was  Will- 
iam Ripley,  wdio  with  his  wife,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  left  Hingham,  England,  in  1638,  and 
located  in  Hingham.  Alass.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Thomas  Thaxter, 
on  Sept.  29,  1654.  He  died  July  20,  1656.  tlis 
children  were  John,  wdio  died  Feb.  2,  1684:  Abra- 
ham; Sarah,  who  was  married,  Oct.  18,  1653,  to 
Jeremiah  I*>eale ;  and  another  daughter. 

(II)  John  Ripley,  of  this  family,  had  land 
granted  him  at  Hingham,  Mass.  Fie  married  Eliz- 
abeth Hobart,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  the 


first  pastor  of  the  church  at  Hingl'.ani.  Tliev  iiad 
seven  children;  John,  hvirn  Jan.  20,  i'')55,  'died 
Sept.  7.  1720;  Joshua,  horn  .May  9.  1058,  died  May 

15.  1739;  Jeremiah,  born  in  September,  1C62;  Jo- 
siah,  born  .May  12,  10O7:  Peter,  born  Oct.  21,  i(j')8. 
died  April  22,  1742;  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  18,  1070, 
died  Oct.  I,  1070;  and  Hezekiah,  born  Dec.  is, 
1672. 

(HI)  Joshua  Riplvy  was  marrietl,  Nov.  28, 
1O82.  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Bradford, 
Jr.,  deputy  governor  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  and 
granddaiigl;ter  of  Gov.  William  Ih-adfurd,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  the  "Ma^-llower"  in  1620. 
She  was  born  May  9,  1602,  and  died  .\lav  28.  1738. 
From  Hingham.  Alass.,  Josluia  Ripley  and  wife 
moved  to  Norwich,  Lonn..  Oct.  10,  1O88,  and  to 
Windham  March  23.  1^:91.  He  was  the  first  town 
ckrk  .and  treasurer  of  the  latter  place,  and  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  His  children  were 
Alice,  who  was  born  Sept,  17,  1O83,  and  married 
Samuel  Edgerton.  of  Norwich.  Conn. ;  Hannal;,  who 
was  born  March  2,  16S5,  and  married  Samuel 
Webb,  of  Windham ;  Faith,  w  ho  was  born  Sept. 
20,  1686.  and  married  Samuel  Bingham ;  Joshua, 
born  2\Iay  13,  iu88;  Margaret,  born  Nov.  4,  1699; 
Rachel  and  Leah  (twins),  born  April  17,  1693; 
Hezekiah,  born  June  10,  1695,  died  h'eb.  7,  1779; 
David,  born  iMay  20,  1697,  died  Feb.  16,  1781  ; 
Irene,  born  Aug.  28,  1700,  married  Samuel  Man- 
ning; and  Jerusha  ana  Ann  (twins),  born  Nov.  i, 
1704,  the  former  of  whom  married  Edward  Brown, 
the  latter  wedding  Dr.  ^^'heat. 

(IV^)  Joshua  Ripley,  born  ]May  13.  1688,  died 
Nov.  18,  1773.  On  Dec.  3,  1712,  he  wedded  ]\iary 
Backus,  of  \\'indham,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children:  Mary,  born  Nov.  18,  1714,  married 
Joshua  Abbe,  and  died  in  October,  1769;  Phineas, 
born  Nov.  21,  1716,  died  Aug.  4,  1746;  Hannah, 
born  June  12,  1719,  died  Nov.  18,  1773;  Nathaniel 
was  born  June  30,  1721  ;  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  4, 
1724,  married  John  Aklen ;  Joshua  was  born  Oct. 
30,  1726;  Ebenezer,  born  June  22,  1729,  died  June 

11,  1811;  William  was  born  Feb.  12.  1734;  and 
John,  born  Z\Iarch  31.  1738,  died  Jan.  27,  1823. 

(\^)  John  Ripley,  born  ]\Iarch  31,  1738,  died 
Jan.  27,  1823.  He  was  married,  June  7,  1769,  to 
Abigail  Alarsh,  of  Hartford,  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: Henrietta,  born  ]\Iarch  13,  1770,  died  Oct. 
23,  1795;  Elisha  Payne,  born  Dec.  12,  1771,  died 
May  26,  1773;  Abigail,  born  Sept.  28,  1773,  died 
Nov.  24,  1777;  Polly,  born  Nov.  3,  1775,  died  Nov. 
22,  1779;  Hannah,  born  Oct.  7,  1777.  died  Oct. 
10.  1777;  Lucy,  born  Sept.  12,  1778,  died  Jan.  23, 
1853;  John  Bradford,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ;  William  Brad- 
ford, born  July  14,  1784,  died  Sept.  15,  1785;  Jabez, 
born  May  24,  1786,  died  in  1822;  Oliver,  born  Nov. 

12,  1788,  died  April  19,  18G0;  and  Julia,  born  May 

16,  1792,  married  Henry  Terry,  of  Enfield,  Conn., 
April  29,  1810. 

(\^I)  John  Bradford  Ripley  was  born  July  6, 
1780,  and  died  !May  14,  1852.  He  made  his  home 
in  Plartford  for  many  years,  and  served  as  sheriff 
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ox  the  county,  hut  about  1812  Ik  moved  to  r.kind- 
fonl.  Mass.,  wlicro  he  cng-a^red  in  farniint:^  initil  his 
death.  He  married  EhAabetli  I'arnard.  of  llariford, 
and  to  tliem  were  born  twelve  children:  Hen- 
rietta, bora  i-'Cpt.  11.  1S03,  married  Edwin  llar- 
nard,  of  W'aterville,  Wi.s.  ;  Mary  Bradford,  born 
March  21,  1805.  married  Horace  Xewherry,  of 
South  Windsor,  Conn.;  Abiq.iil  Marsh.  l)orn  Jan. 
30,  1807.  married  H.  B.  Harris,  of  Bland  ford, 
Mass.;  John  Harrow,  born  Jan.  15.  iSoQ,  died 
March  4,  18S6:  Oliver,  born  Oct.  19,  iSio,  died 
March  23.  181)2;  Frederick  A.,  born  Aug.  8,  1812, 
died  Julv  21,  1891;  William  Johnson,  father  of  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  uf  liirth  ;  Henry  }vlay, 
born  May  4,  1816,  died  Xov.  17,  1840;  Elizabeth 
Lane,  born  May  2,  1S18,  married  David  Bates,  of 
Blandford,  Mass. ;  Lucv,  born  Xov.  8,  1S20,  married 
■Dr.-  P.  ^I.  Hacklcy,  of  Berlin,  Wis.:  James  Dyer, 
born  Oct.  13,  1822,  lives  in  Granville,  ]Mass. :  and 
Edwin  Barnard,  born  Xov.  27,  1823,  lives  in  South 
Windsor,  Connecticut. 

(\'n)  Rev.  \\'illiam  J.  Ripley,  an  Advent  min- 
ister, was  born  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  Aug.  30.  1814, 
and  died  Jan.  15,  1884.  He  first  married  Weltha 
K^oble,  who  died  April  17.  1842.  Later  he  mar- 
ried Eveline  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Orville  Jones, 
and  to  tb.em  were  born  two  children:  Edwin  i\L, 
our  subject;  and  Orville  H.,  born  ^lay  24,  1864. 
The  mother  died  Sept.  22,  1899.  , 

(Vni)  Dr.  Edwin  Ripley,  whose  na.me  in- 
troduces this  sketch,  was  born  at  Pleasant  \'alley, 
in  the  town  of  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
July  31,  1847,  ^"fl  '^'^"^s  educated  for  his  profession 
at  the  X'ew  York  Eclectic  ^ledicai  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  Feb.  11,  1871.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Albert  Fox,  of  Pawling,  X'.  Y.,  with  who:n  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  for  a  year,  when  ill  health,  com- 
pelled him  to  return  home.  A  year  later  he  went 
to  South  Dover.  X'.  Y.,  where  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession for  nearly  four  years  with  great  success, 
and  in  1876  came  to  L'nionville,  Conn.,  opening 
an  office  in  ^Nlerriam's  block.  In  his  many  years' 
practice  in  this  place  he  has  met  with  gratifying 
success,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  learned  physi- 
cian and  agreeable  gentleman.  Dr.  Riplev  has 
been  president  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  ^^fedical 
Association  for  three  years :  has  been  a  member  of 
the  X'alicnal  Association  since  1879.  ''"d  was  sec- 
retary of  Section  A.  World's  Fair  ^Jedical  Con- 
gress, held  in  Chicago  in  1893.  He  is  local  medi- 
cal examiner  for  the  --Etna  Life.  Travelers,  the 
Masonic  Life  Association  of  Trenton,  X".  J.,  Hart- 
ford Life,  Xew  York  Life  and  X'ational  Life  In- 
surance Companies,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  \\'orkmeii.  He  is  not  a  believer  in  the  germ 
theory  of  disease,  and  is  an  active  enemy  of  com- 
pulsory vaccination,  concerning  which  he  has  writ- 
ten som.e  interestimr  papers. 

Dr.  Ripley  is  quite  prominent  in  ^Masonic  cir- 
cles ;  has  been  master  of  Evening  Star  Lodge,  No. 
loi,  F.  &  A.  ]M. ;  in  1893  was  elected  grand  patron 


of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is  now  patron 
of  Adah  Chapter.  Xo.  30,  O.  E.  S.  He  has  also  been 
receiver  of  Centennial  Lodge.  Xo.  41.  .\.  C).  U. 
W  .,  for  the  past  eight  years.  Since  making  his 
home  in  L'nionville  Dr.  Ripky  has  also  been  prom- 
inent in  political  affairs,  having  Ijcen  elected  rep- 
resentative in  io8(),  the  only  Rriiuhlican  in  the 
town  elected  to  ohice  that  year.  In  1892  lie  was 
nominated  for  gover!K)r  by  the  l'eo;iles  partv,  and 
in  189G  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  comptroller 
of  the  State. 

On  Feb.  10,  1870.  the.  Doctor  married  Miss 
Helen  E.  Elton,  daughter  of  ihe  late  Romeo  Elton, 
of  Burlington,  Conn.,  and  tliey  have  two  sons: 
Edwin  Elton  and  Herbert  Jones.  The  latter  is 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Woodford  &  Ripley, 
brokers,  X'0.7,  Central  Row,  Hartford.  Herbert 
J.  Ripley  enhsted  in  Company  K,  First  Conn.  \'ols., 
for  service  in  the  Spanisli-American  war,  and 
served  until  the  regiment  was  discharged. 

CHARLES  ROBERT  HA\\'LEY.  a  member 
of  the  well-known  firm  of  Sanford  &  Hawley, 
lumber  and  hardware  dealers  of  Unionviile,  is  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  energetic  business  men 
of  tliat  place.  He  has  done  much  to  promote  its 
commercial  activity,  advance  the  general  welfare 
and  secure  the  material  development  of  the  town 
and  is  therefore  numbered  among  its  most  valued 
citizens. 

A  native  of  Hartford  county,  Mr.  Flawley  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Avon  July  31,  1859.  Blis  grand- 
father, Zera  Hawley,  M.  D.,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  town,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  was 
the  first  dentist  in  X'ew  Haven,  but  his  last  days 
were  passed  in  Avon.  Lie  married  !Miss  Harriet 
Sherman,  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children:  Edward;  Harriet,  wife  of  George 
Woodruff;  and  Robert,  father  of  our  subject,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

Robert  Hawlev  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  X'ew  Haven,  and  throughout  his  active  business 
life  engaged  in  farming.  In  Avon  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  !Maria  Hamlin,  a  native  of 
Litchfi.eld,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren: Margarette,  a  resident  of  Guilford,  Conn.; 
Clarion,  wife  of  Frank  Sanford,  of  L'nionville; 
Clarence,  a  merchant  of  Guilford:  Flarriet,  also  a 
resident  of  Guilford:  Charles  Robert,  our  subject; 
and  Ellsworth,  of  Guilford,  who  married  r^taria 
Clark  and  has  three  children,  Ellsworth,  Sherman 
and  Robert.  During  the  Civil  war  the  father  -en- 
listed in  Company  A,  iGth  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  after 
three  months  of  active  service  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Antietam.  The  fariiily  then  removed  to 
Guilford,  where  all  now  reside  with  the  exception 
of  our  subject  and  Mrs.  Sanford. 

Charles  R.  Hawley  is  indebted  to  the  schools  of 
Guilford  for  his  educational  advantages,  and  there 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1884.  being 
employed  for  a  time  as  bookkeeper  by  D.  X''.  Ben- 
ton, a;  general  merchant,  and  by  the  Sachem's  Heavi 
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(."anninj;-  Co.    In  lie  wont  to  Seattle.  Wash., 

where  he  was  hoc  ikkeeper  for  the  Pu^et  Sound 
Iron  Co.,  aiul  thence  returned  to  Connecticut.  He 
has  since  resiilcl  in  L'nionville,  and  ha>  carried  on 
business  as  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  Sani'ird  & 
Hawlev  with  marked  succes-^. 

In  Guilford,  Conn.,  .Mr.  Ilawley  married  Mi^s 
Harriet  E.  Fowler,  a  native  of  that  place,  ami  they 
have  two  children:  .Marguerite  and  Clarence 
Kent.  He  was  made  a  Freemason  in  St.  .\lbans 
Lodt^e,  Xo.  3S.  1'.  &  -V.  M..  at  Guilford,  but  now 
belongs  to  Evening  Star  Lodge.  Xo.  lor.  F.  -S: 
A.  M".  He  and  lus  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Ch.urch  at  Unionville.  Mr.  Hawley 
Ts  highlv  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
hun. 

X.\TH.\X1EL  W.  FREXCIL  Perhaps  the 
highest  tvpe  of  character  is  displayed  by  the  ju- 
dicial niiiid.  He  whiO  can  carefully  weigh  evidence 
and  dispense  justice  e\enly.  especially  among  his 
friends  and  neighbors,  must  possess  that  clear  in- 
sight into  the  groundwork  of  human  right  which 
sooner  or  later  appeals  strongly  to  the  people,  and 
to  maintain  the  judicial  cl^ice  continuously  through 
a  period  of  thirty  or  more  years  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  w  orth  and  integrity.  In  the  town  of  Glas- 
tonbury '"Squire"'  French,  as  he  is  popularly  called, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens,  representative  of 
its  best  and  most  typical  interests. 

Islr.  French  was  born  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  Tune 
3,  1823.  a  son  of  Eleazer  and  Fannie  (Wood- 
ward) French,  and  the  descendant  of  an  old  X'ew 
England  familv.  .\aron  French,  his  grandfather, 
migrated  more  than  a  century  ago  from  western 
Massachusetts  with  his  brother.  John,  and  settled 
in  Coventry,  Tolland  county.  He  married  Abigail 
Brown,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children:  (i) 
Stephen,  who  left  home  when  young  and  was  never 
heard  from;  (2)  Eleazer.  father  of  our  subject; 
(3)  John,  wdio  was  one  of  the  first  post  mail  riders 
in  Connecticut  (carried  the  mail  horseback),  and 
who  later  m.igrated  with  his  family  to  Orleans  coun- 
ty. X".  Y.,  where  he  farmed;  (4)  Jonathan,  who 
also  migrated  to  Orleans  county,  X.  Y. ;  {5)  Selah, 
who  became  a  farnier  of  ^Meredith,  X'.  Y. ;  (6) 
Irene,  who  married  X'athan  De.xter.  and  lived  in 
Coventry;  (7)  Oliver,  who  whsin  a  boy  ran  away 
and  enlisted  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  1812, 
Tinder  the  name  of  John  Rose  (too  young  to  carry 
a  musket,  he  served  as  a  tea:nster.  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  French  [Mills;  he  married  Jane 
Doane  and  was  a  farmer  at  Covcntrv  until  his 
death);  (8)  Xabby,  who  died  unmarried  in  Cov- 
entry; (9)  Aaron,  who  was  a  stage  driver  (he 
married  .\vi5  Dart,  lived  in  Avon,  Conn.,  and  died 
there  of  smallpox). 

Eleazer  French,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Coventry  Feb.  20,  17S3.  He  received  a  fair 
schooling  for  his  time,  and  in  his  youth  acquired  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  lie  followed  for  a  time, 
and,  as  was  then  customary,  bought  leather  and 


I  went  from  house  to  liouse  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
i  remaining  at  each  house  until  all  the  needetl  cob- 
bling was  com[)leled.    He  made  a  pair  of  top-boots 
I  for  Col.  Porter,  who  commanvled  the  regiment  that 
I  went  to  the  defense  ol  Xew  London.    Later  he  en- 
I  gaged  in  farming  in  Xor  ih  i'arish,  Coventry,  where 
I  he  remained  until  his  death.    He  was  a  man  of 
'  more  than  ordinar}-  intelligence,  and  lived  to  tlie 
j  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three  years,  passing  away 
-Aug.  12,  1806,  and  was  buried  in  Coventry.  He 
married,  .\pril  30.   1807.  the  ac(piaintance  of  his 
!  boyhoiHl,  IMiss  l-"annie  W  oodward,  who  was  born 
April  13,  1 79-.  daughter  of  Xathaniel  and  Eliza- 
beth   (^Ensw^orth)   Woodward.    She  died  Oct.  15, 
l8()9,  and  was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Cov- 
entry.   The  family  of  Eleazer  and  Fannie  French 
consisted  of  eigiit  children  :    (  1 )  Eleazer  W".,  born 
in  1807,  was  a  cooper  in  early  life,  and  for  some 
I  years  a  resident  of  Illinois.    He  married  .Vmanda 
Ilrundage,  and  in  later  life  farmed  in  Coventry, 
where  he  died.    (2)  Marv  E.,  born  in  1809,  mar- 
ried Charles  Lee,  a  blacksmith  of  \'ernon,  whence 
they  removed  to  the  old  homestead  in  Coventry, 
and  there  died.    (3)  Oliver  B.,  born  in  181 1,  mar- 
ried Jane  K.  French,  and  was  a  farmer  in  Genesee, 
Henry  Co.,  111.,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  daugh- 
ter, a  grandson  and  a  great-grandson.    (4)  Annie 
E.,  born  in  1818,  married  Henry  Goodwin,  a  farmer 
of  Coventrv.    (5)  John  B.,  born  in  182 1.  married 
Jane  Porter.    Fie  was  a  blacksmitli,  and  lived  and 
died  in  Coventry.    (6)  Xathaniel  W.,  our  subject, 
was  the  sixth  child.    (7)  Daniel        born  in  1826, 
married    Dorcas    Bissell,    followed  blacksmithing 
many  years,  and  now  lives  retired  in  Coventry. 
!  (8)  -Vbbie  S..  born  in  1833,  is  the  widow  of  Ro- 
j  land  Clark,  a  farmer  of  ]\Iansfield. 
;        X'athaniel  W.  French,  our  subject,  when  a  child 
of  si.x  years  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  X'^athaniel 
Woodward,  who  was  a  bachelor  and  resided  at 
Coventry.    He  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began 
teaching  school.    Eager  for  a  higher  education,  at 
j  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  a  student  for  three 
i  terms  at  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hampton,  [Mass, 
i  Proceeding  to  Hartford,  he  there  took  a  boat  for 
Springfield,  and  thence  proceeded  to  East  Hamp- 
ton, where  he  remained  nine  months,  being  a  school- 
mate during  that  time  of  Judge  Calhoun.  His 
funds  e.xhausted,  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  remaining  there  until  the  latter's  death,  in 
1843.    Inheriting  a  portion  of  the  latter's  farm,  our 
subject  went  to  X'ew  York,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  Samuel  Smith  in 
the  Knickerbocker  brewery.    He  then  returned  to 
Coventry  and   taught   school   during  the  winter 
months,  farming  in  summer.    In  all  he  taught  six- 
teen winters.     During  the  winter  of   1848-49  he 
taught  at  Hillsdale,  [Nlich..  then  the  terminus  of 
the  Michigan  Southern  railroad,  holding  school  in 
an  old  dry-goods  store,  fitted  up  with  slab  seats,  his 
pupils  numbering  103,  ranging  in  age  from  three 
to  twenty-one  years. 

Returning  to  Coventry  in  the  spring  of  1849, 
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our  subject  inarriod.  .May  5,  1850,  Miss  Catlicriuc 
r.  Urown,  who  was  born  July  jj.  18J4,  daughter 
oi  Zolvali  and  Mary  (W  hucj  llrown,  licr  niotlicr 
being'  a  doccndant  of  JCklcr  John  \\  hite,  a  wealthy 
and   iironiinent   citizen   of   .\1  uKlIetowii.     To  our 

*  subject  ami  wife  were  liorn  two  children,  X. 
Dwight  and  Charles  15. .  boih  now  deceased.  X. 
Dwiglit  was  born  Dec.  jy,  1S53.  lie  conducted  a 
grocery  and  meat  market  at  Sutlicld  and  Windsor 
avenues,  Hartford,  initil  failing  health  comjnllcd 
him  to  give  up  business.  He  died  March  26,  1S83, 
and  was  buried  in  Glastonbury,  the  remains  later 
being"  removed  to  Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Ada  G.  Tylor.  and  their  one  child,  Anna  E., 
is  now  also  deceased.  Charles  i)..  the  second  son, 
was  born  Dec.  7,  1S5S.  He  died  unmarried  Oct. 
3,'  1885,  and  was  buried  in  Glastonbury.  Mrs. 
French  is  a  ir.enmer  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  1853  our  subject  removed  from  Coventry  to 
Gla.-.tonbury,  and  for  thirty  years  he  was  employed 
bv  the  Curtis  ^ianufacturing  Co.  in  Xaubiic.  He 
purchased  a  farm  near  the  river,  and  in  1867  bought 
his  present  place  from  Frederick  Sellew,  and  has 
since  engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with  his 
other  duties.  In  1875  built  for  his  son  a  resi- 
dence immediately  south  of  his  own  home.  In  pol- 
itics our  subject  was  in  earlier  life  a  Flenry  Clay 
Whig,  giving  him  his  lirst  vote  in  1844.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  partv,  m  1856,  ^Ir. 
French  gave  it  his  support,  and  has  since  been  a 
loyal  advocate  of  its  principles.  About  1859  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  held  that 
office  until  age  exempted  him  from  service.  After 
the  death  of  'Squire  Wells  he  was  for  many  years 
the  only  trial  justice  in  town,  and  for  a  time  held 
court  nearly  every  day.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  and  in  iSSo  was  elected  from  his 
town  to  the  State  Legislature,  serving  in  the  House 

■  as  clerk  of  the  committee  on  Forfeited  Rights. 
'Squire  French  is  now  a  notary  public,  and  is  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  draw  deeds  and  other  legal 
documents.  He  has  perhaps  written  more  wills 
than  any  other  man  in  Glastonbury. 

'Scjuire  French  is  a  citizen  of  the  highest  in- 
tegrity, and  his  advice  and  counsel  are  frequently 
sought,  not  only  by  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  Glastonbury,  1  ut  by  the  residents  far  and  wide 
in  the  surrounding  country.  He  is  widely  known, 
and  v.-herever  knov/n  most  highly  respected,  his 
sterling  character,  keen  business  judgment  and  pub- 
lic spirit  commendi'.-.g  him  warmly  to  all  right-think- 
ing people. 

LEWIS  BISSELL  (deceased),  late  of  the  town 
of  East  Hartford,  was  of  the  eighth  generation  of 
his  name  to  live  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the 
line  of  descent  being  as  follows: 

(I)  John  Bissell,  born  in  1591  or  1592  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  England,  came  to  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  in  1628.  Previous  to  1640  he  removed  to 
Windsor,  this  county,  and  in  1648  or  1649  he  was 
granted  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  the  sole 


right  to  run  a  ferry  across  the  Connecticut  river 
!  near  llayden's  Station.     This  old   ferry  is  still 
,  operated,  but  iias  been  moved  further  down  the 
■  stream.    Flo  died  in  Windsor  in  1(177.     [11)  Sam- 
uel. Ikuu   in   England,  died   in   Windsor.  (HI) 
John,  born  in  Windsor  in  1O59,  died  in  1684.  (IV) 
;  Capt.  John,  bLirn  in  Windsor  in  1682,  died  in  Bol- 
ton,  Conn.,   2\Iarch   8,    1771.  (\')     Capt.  C)zias, 
I  born  in  Bolton  May   13,   173-'.  died  in  \'ernon, 
I  Conn.,  March   iC,   1828.     (\  I)     Ozias,  born  in 
;  Bolton  in  1779,  died  in  Andover,  Ohio,  in  1853. 
:  (\II)  Lewis  G.,  born  Aug.   15.   1801,  in  ^hm- 
1  Chester,  Conn.,  died  in  South  Windsor  Xov.  24, 

1892.  (\T1I)  Lewis  is  our  subject, 
j  The  dates  of  birth  and  death  having  been  given 
!  of  the  heads  of  the  eight  generations,  with  the 
exception  of  the  present,  which  will  be  mentioned 
'  further  on,  it  is  necessary  to  mention  only  the 
I  principal  events  which  marked  the  life  of  each  fam- 
j  ily  head  from  the  fourth  generation  in  the  State 
j  up  to  the  present  time,  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  the 
I  importance  of  the  family. 

i       Capt.  John  Bissell   (fourth  generation,  1682) 
1  joined  the  legal  fraternity  of  Flartford  in   17 14 
i  and  was  appointed  King's  Attorney  for  Hartford 
I  county  in  1727.    He  was  early  at  Bolton,  where  he 
j  was  a  selectman  in  1721  and  1722,  had  land  set  out 
to  him  in  the  first  apportionment  of  town  lands  in 
I  1722,  and  in  October  of  that  year  was  elected  and 
confirmed  lieutenant  of  the  company  or  train-band 
i  of  Bolton,  was  later  promoted  to  the  captaincy, 
and  in  I\Iay,  1739,  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  after  which  he  was  more  frequently  desig- 
nated as  "Squire."    He  also  represented  the  town 
!  in  the  Assembly,  and  was  in  many  ways  a  prominent 
j  .man.  On  Feb.  22,  171 1,  Capt.  Bissell  married  Han- 
j  nah  Denslow,  to  which  union  v/ere  born  four  chil- 
dren:   John,  Elisha,  Ozias  and  Sarah. 
•       Capt.  Ozias  Bissell  (  fifth  generation,  1732)  lived 
!  and  died  in  that  part  of  Bolton  now  known  as 
\  ernon.   He  served  nine  years  in  the  French  war, 
I  was  at  the  battle  of  Lake  George  in  1755"  lis 
I  taken  prisoner  at  Havana  in  17C2  and  was  held 
j  nearly  eight  months.    He  served  as  a  private  in  the 
j  Second  Company,  First  Regiment,  raised  for  the 
!  subjection  of  Crown  Point  in  April,  1775,  and  was 
'  in  service  twenty-eight  weeks  (the  Point  surrender- 
ing in  May).   He'  raised  one  of  the  first  companies 
!  of  the  Revolutionary  war  by  the  Colonies  against 
;  Great  Britain,  and  was  appointed  first  lieutenant 
of  the  Second  Company,  Fourth  Regiment   ( his 
commission  dated  April,  1775),  marched  to  Boston, 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  that  city  and  was  then 
promoted  to  captain.   He  was  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  in  August,  1776,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
March  12,  1778;  after  his  release  he  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  the  First  Battalion,  Connecti- 
;  cut  Line,  served  nine  months,  and  Jun'e  2,  1779, 
'  w^as  appointed  to  captain  of  a  foot  company  in 
I  Col.  Wells'  regiment,  and  with  the  latter  was  cap- 
i  tured  near  Hcrseneck,  Conn.,  Dec.  10,  1780,  and 
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hold  till  Juiio,  17S1.  lie  had  served  five  years  and 
cii:lu  months  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  in 
throe  s'onoral  actions  and  seven  skirmishes,  was 
thrice  wounded,  once  severoly,  was  twice  taken  pris- 
-oner  and  hold  in  all  about  two  years.  Jlo  wn> 
well  acquainted  with  Ethan  Allen,  and  he.  his  sons 
and  grandsons  saw  about  125  years  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Colonies  and  the  States. 

The  first  wife  of  Capt.  Ozias  Bissell  was  Mabel 
Roberts,  and  his  second  wife  was  Sarah  UolYman. 
His  children,  in  order  of  birth,  were:  David,  a 
farmer,  who  fell  from  a  load  of  hay  and  broke  his 
neck;  Tyler;  Benjamin,  a  hotelkeeper  in  Chicago, 
who  with  his  son  was  burned  to  death  in  a  railroad 
accident  in  the  W  est :  Orville.  for  twenty  years  a 
policeman  in  Brooklyn.  X.  Y. ;  Ozias,  of  whom 
further  mention  will  be  made ;  Caroline,  who  was 
married  to  Capt.  Peter  Buckland,  the  latter  drowned 
in  the  Hockanum  river  at  Oakland  in  1829 ;  Fanny, 
married  to  Ralph  Owen,  of  Belchertown,  }^iass. ; 
Lucretia,  married  to  a  ]\Ir.  Rice.  The  Captain  was 
small  of  stature,  but  his  children  were  all  large. 
He  was  very  wiry  and  active,  and  at  ari  advanced 
age  his  pranks  on  the  dancing  floor  were  remark- 
able. At  a  verv  advanced  age,  also,  he  with  his 
son,  Ozias,  made  the  trip  on  foot  froin  Ohio  to 
Connecticut,  a  distance  of  600  miles,  within  twelve 
days.    His  death  took  place  ^vlarch  16,  1S28. 

Ozias  Bissell  (sixth  generation,  1779),  born  in 
Bolton,  worked  when  a  young  man  as  a  farm  hand. 
At  ]Vlanchester  he  met  and  married  Sarah  Bidwell, 
eldest  daughter  of  Hon.  Zebulon  Bidwell.  a  native 
of  Tolland  county.  Conn.  ^Mr.  Bidwell  was  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  was  very  wealthy  and  prominent 
and  was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Congress. 
Ozias  Bissell  began  life  a  poor  young  man,  but 
he  had  the  nerve  and  intelligence  that  characterized 
his  ancestors.  He  began  by  clearing  off  new  land, 
buying  woodland  with  his  savings ;  from  this  he 
chopped  oft'  the  trees,  converted  them  into  cord- 
wood,  hauled  it  to  Hartford  and  sold  it,  and  lived 
in  ^Manchester,  in  that  part  now  known  as  Oak- 
land, until  the  fall  of  1833,  when  he  went  to  Ohio 
and  located  in  the  town  of  Andover,  Ashtabula 
county,  took  up  his  home  in  the  then  wilderness, 
and  there  remained  until  his  death.  His  wife,  >.Irs. 
Sarah  (Bidwell)  Bissell,  had  met  a  sudden  and 
tragic  death  at  their  home  in  Connecticut  the 
evening  of  July  25.  1831.  Just  after  supper  she 
was  passing  from  the  kitchen  to  the  parlor  through 
the  hall,  a  light  shower  of  rain  prevailing  at  the 
time.  A  string  of  gold  beads  encircled  her  neck, 
and  in  her  hand  she  bore  a  bunch  of  keys.  Sud- 
denly there  v/as  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  she  ^vas 
the  victim  of  the  so-called  electric  fluid.  Sixteen 
of  the  gold  beads  of  her  necklace  and  the  keys  in 
her  hand  were  melted,  and  she  was  no  more. 

The  six  children  that  survived  their  parents, 
Ozias  and  Sarah  Bissell,  were  Lewis  Glover,  father 
of  our  subject;  Nelson,  who  married  a  Miss  Percy, 
of  Stafford  Springs,  Conn.,  went  to  Ohio  with  his 
father,  caught  a  severe  cold  v.-hile  digging  a  well 


and  died  from  its  efl'ccts,  leaving  one  son,  John, 
a  cariKMiter  of  Stafford  ."Springs,  Coup..  :  .Sarah  rdso 
went  to  Ohio  with  her  father,  married  a  Mr.  Per- 
kins, and  died  in  .\nduvor,  aged  SL"ventv-nino  years, 
leaving  throe  children;  (_)-:ias,  Jr.,  a  fanner  of  Souih 
Windsor,  also  wont  to  CMiio,  but  returned,  married 
Miss  Mary  Parker,  of  Talcottville,  and  died  at 
the  ago  of  si.xty-hve  years,  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  son  was  killed  in  the  army ;  Law- 
rence B.  is  mentioned  further  in  the  iiaragraph  fol- 
lowing; and  Emma,  Mrs.  Manley,  died  aged  sixty- 
hve  years  in  -Ohio. 

Lawrence  P>.  Bissell,  son  of  Ozias,  Jr.,  was  born 
]\laroh  25,  181^,  was  a  farmer  until  twonlv-one 
years  of  age  and  then  became  a  mechanic,  for  fifty 
years  filling  the  position  of  foreman  in  various 
factories — twenty-seven  in  a  cott'ee-mill  in  iNIeriden. 
In  18S3  he  retired  to  South  ^\'indsor.  His  first 
wife  \\  as  Sabra  Carrington,  of  Farmington ;  his 
second  and  present  wife  is  a  native  of  South  W  ind- 
sor,  was  the  Widow  Elmina  Greene  when  he  mar- 
ried her,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Chester  and  ^Martha 
(Fowler)  Barber.  Lawrence  B.  Bissell  has  two 
cliildren:  Louise,  widow  of  Xathan  Upham,  of 
Brooklyn.  X".  Y. ;  and  Julius  B.,  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  and  a  prominent  attorney  of  Denver, 
Colorado. 

Ozias  Bissell,  Jr.,  v/as  a  powerful  man,  stood  six 
feet  in  his  stockings,  and  weighed  from  165  to  180 
pounds.  He  was  a  great  worker  and  started  in  life 
by  cutting  wood  into  two-foot  lengths  and  hauling 
it  to  Hartford,  then  a  great  market  for  fuel  of  the 
length  m.entioned ;  frequently  he  cut  a  load  by 
moonlight  and  hauled  it  to  market  next  morning. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  in  politics  was  a  Whig,  but  had  no  aspiration 
for  public  office,  ^^'hile  living  in  ^^lanchester  he 
was  the  captain  of  a  militia  company,  but  an  ac- 
cidental cut  of  his  knee-pan  incapacitated  him  from 
further  military  service.  He  eventually  acquired  a 
competency,  but  met  with  death  through  a  peculiar 
accident.  While  mowing  with  a  scythe,  his  foot 
was  caught  in  a  hole,  throwing  his  body  forward 
upon  the  implement,  v.'hich  cut  a  gash  in  his  side, 
the  result  being  that  he  died  a  few  days  later. 

Lewis  Glover  Bissell  (seventh  generation, 
1 801)  was  reared  in  ^Manchester  and  there  received 
the  schooling  afforded  by  the  meager  opportunities 
of  his  earlv  youth.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  while  still  assisting  his  father  found  time 
to  learn  the  shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
during  the  v/inter  seasons  for  several  years  during 
his  early  manhood,  and  later  had  a  well-appointed 
sliop  on  his  own  farm,  which  the  neighboring  man- 
ufacturers supplied  with  batches  of  work  at  con- 
tract prices. 

Lewis  G.  Bissell  married,  in  Lebanon,  in  1824, 
?^Iiss  Parmelia  Beckwith,  who  was  born  June  29. 
1802,  in  that  town,  and  descended  from  one  of 
its  oldest  families.  He  then  went  to  housekeeping 
near  Oakland,  in  the  tov.-n  of  ^lanchestcr,  on  an 
acre  of  ground  which  had  been  given  him  by  his 
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father  to  enable  him  to  vote.  Ho  made  improve- 
ments from  year  to  year,  lii;i\ve\er,  and  in  the  fall 
of  i^>33  removed  to  Somh  W  indsor,  pureluiscd  sev- 
enty aeres.  and  eoiuinned  to  purehasc  until  he  owned 
a  tract  half  a  mile  square.  This  farm  W  inipro\ed 
until  it  was  the  best  in  the  town,  bu.t  this  place  at 
liis  death  did  not  represent  one-half  of  his  posses- 
sions. He  made  all  his  wealth  at  his  trade  and  by 
farming — through  hard  work  anil  not  liy  speculation. 
He  never  cultivated  tobacco,  although  he  allotted 
to  his  sons  several  small  j^lats  for  that  purpose. 
His  chief  attentiLUi.  as  a  fair.ier,  was  devoted  to 
live  stock,  and  some  of  his  oxen  netted  him  S350 
I)cr  yoke.  iMr.  Dissell  was  six  feet  in  height,  was 
wiry  and  tough  and  weighed  about  lOo  pounds. 

In  his  earlier  days  -\ir.  JJissell  was  a  very  so- 
ciable and  companionable  man,  but  as  years,  rolled 
on  he  became  a  constant  reader  and  a  close  student 
of  the  Bible.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Xorth  2\Ianchester,  in  which  he  was  a 
class  leader.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  took 
])ride  in  voting  at  every  election  from  his  majority 
until  his  latest  hour,  but  thought  more  of  his  own 
business  than  he  did  of  politics.  He  was  noted  for 
his  physical  strength  in  his  early  manhood,  and  it 
is  related  of  him  that,  at  Eurnside,  he  once  lifted 
a  piece  of  machinery  that  weighed  500  pounds, 
and  at  another  time  took  up  a  barrel  of  cider  at  the 
press  and  placed  it  in  his  wagon  unaided.  A  fore- 
noon's work  to  him  was  ec[ual  to  a  full  day's  work 
to  the  average  man ;  even  at  the  age  of  eighty-live 
years  he  cradled  grain,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  mowed,  with  a  scythe,  one  and  one-half  acres 
of  grass  in  a  forenoon.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  of  farmers,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
honored  of  men,  in  his  neighborhood.  He  lived 
to  be  ninety-one  years  and  three  months  old,  and 
absolutely  wore  himself  out.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Wapping  cemetery,  beside  those  of  his 
wife,  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  16,  1872. 

The  children  of  Lewis  G.  Bissell  and  wife  were: 
Harriet,  who  lived  to  be  sixty-nine  years  old,  and 
died  unmarried  in  ^larch,  1S96,  in  South  \vindsor; 
Lewis,  whose  name  opens  this  article ;  George,  who 
lives  in  retirement  in  East  Hartford ;  and  Charles 
H.,  a  farmer  of  South  Windsor. 

Lewis  Bissell  (eighth  generation)  was  born  in 
jManchester  July  6,  1829,  on  a  piece  01  land  that  had 
been  presented  to  his  father  in  order  to  qualify 
him  for  voting  under  the  law  as  it  then  stood. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools, 
then  greatly  inferior  to  what  they  are  at  this  day, 
and  in  the  old  Manchester  Academy,  from  which 
he  graduated.  He 'worked  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age  and  the  work  was  hard 
enough  as  well  as  plentiful,  election  day,  in  April,  be- 
ing about  the  only  holiday  farmer  lads  were  per- 
mitted to  enjoy. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  Mr.  Bissell  married  for  his 
first  wife  Miss  Cornelia  A.  Palmer,  a  native  of 
Vernon  and  a  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Theresa 
(Strong)  Palmer,  Theresa  Strong  being  connected 


with  a  i)rominent  old  family  of  Bolton.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  BisseU's  father  preseiUed  him  witli 
some  land,  valued  at  ^500,  on  which  to  begin  house- 
keeping, besides  which  he  had  saved  S700,  which 
he  had  earned  by  working  out  when  his  father  did 
not  need  his  services  at  home.  Mr.  Bissell  was 
also  a  natural  trader  when  young  and  a  shrewd 
buyer  of  grain,  which  he  liad  ground  into  Hour 
and  which  he  sold  in  Hartford,  realizing  some 
money  from  this  enter])rise.  He  began  farming 
on  his  newly  accpiired  place,  on  which  iie  lived 
until  1859,  ^'i^''!  f^^riiied  at  other  places  until 

1862,  when  his  health  failed  and  he  relinquished 
the  vocation.  In  1867  he  bought  and  located  at 
Griswold  Place,  the  old  Bissell  farm  in  Manchester, 
erected  new  buildings  thereon,  and  in  187 1  moved 
to  East  Hartford,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  Sept.  i.  1900.  However,  he  still  retained 
important  real  estate  interests  there.  In  1890  he 
erected  his  fine  dwelling  on  }ilain  street,  one  of 
the  best  houses  in  the  town. 

r.v  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Bissell  had  born  to 
him  one  child,  Robert  P.,  now  a  merchant  of  Man- 
chester. ]Mrs.  Cornelia  A.  Bissell  was  called  away 
Aug.  7,  1892,  and  on  Jan.  2,  1893,  ]Mr.  Bissell 
married  ^liss  Ida  Griswold,  a  native  of  [Manchester 
and  a  daughter  of  E.  Hubbard  and  Harriet  (White) 
Griswold,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  [Minor  White. 
E.  Hubbard  Griswold  was  a  school  teacher  in  his 
younger  days  and  achieved  a  fine  reputation  as  an 
instructor ;  his  four  daughters  were  also  highly 
educated  and  followed  the  same  vocation.  They 
were:  Ella,  [Mrs.  Joseph  Albertson,  of  [Manchester; 
Ida,  who  taught  twelve  years  in  [Manchester,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Lewis^  Bissell;  Hattie,  [Mrs.  Bart- 
lett,  of  Danielson,  Conn. ;  and  Elsie,  [^drs.  Hov/ard 
C.  Gaines,  of  East  Hartford. 

I\Ir.  BisseU's  life  in  [Manchester  was  one  of  the 
greatest  activity.  He  engaged  extensively  in  build- 
ing operations  and  erected  the  largest  business 
block  in  the  village,  including  the  hall  that  bore 
his  name.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  called 
upon  to  fill  the  otSce  of  selectman,  and  in  this 
position  served  six  consecutive  years,  two  as  first 
selectman,  though  in  his  later  years  he  withdrew 
from  politics.  After  moving  to  East  Hartford  he 
did  much  toward  the  substantial  improvement  of 
the  town  and  built  a  number  of  residences.  He 
settled  several  estates,  and  no  man  was  so  frequently 
called  to  appraise  propertv  as  he.  He  himself 
owned  a  large  number  of  building  lots  and  other 
realty  in  the  town  and  elsewhere,  and  was  thor- 
oughly posted  as  to  the  valuation  of  property.  A 
number  of  years  ago  he  foresaw  the  future  of 
East  Hartford's  builuing  property,  and  invested  ad- 
vantageously. His  sound  judgment  and  strict  integ- 
rity won  for  him  a  competency,  and  this  statement  is 
substantiated  by  the  fact  that  he  began  his  business 
life  with  but  little  capital,  but  won  a  standing  among 
the  most  substantial  residents  of  Hartford  cou:ity. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Islv.  Bissell  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  East  Hart- 
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Uinl.  and  was  up  to  a  sliort  time  iircvious  a  nioni- 
\kt  of  tl-.o  Con|:;roL;ational  Church  at  Xonh  Man- 
cht'Stt-r,  with  wiiicli  ho  united  wlicii  a  ro^^idont  of 
tliat  town  ;  he  ful!\  hvod  up  to  its  teachings.  His 
fmicral  services  were  coiuiuctei!  hy  Rev.  \\  .  \\. 
Tutliill.  pastor  of  the  h'ir.-t  Congregational  Church, 
and  were  hirgely  attended. 

OLl\"ER  PHELFS  MILLS.  The  saUibrious 
air  of  this  section  is  certainly  favorable  to  longev- 
itv,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  high!y-es- 
teemed  resident  of  the  town  of  W  intlsor.  is  one  of 
many  who  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  more 
than  threescore  and  ten  years  havmg  passed  over 
his  head  without  impairing  his  health  or  clouding 
his  jovial,  genial  nature,  iiis  long  and  useful  life 
has  won  him  many-  friends,  and  the  following  his- 
tory will  be  read  with  more  than  usual  interest. 

]\Ir.  Mills  was  born  Jan.  2,  iSjj,  in  the  same 
house  which  he  now  occupies  as  a  resid^ence,  and 
his  ancestors  were  prominent  among  the  pioneer 
farmers  of  the  county.  Deacon  Elijah  Mills,  his 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  but  removed 
to  Windsor  in  early  manhood,  and  for  one  year 
was  employed  by  Daniel  Talcott,  receiving  ninety- 
six  dollars.  Later  he  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own.  account,  as  a  brickmaker  and  fanuer,  and 
through  his  thrift  and  enterprise  he  accumulated 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  was  a  man  of  av- 
erage size  and  weigh.t,  and  was  industrious  in  his 
habits.  As  a  citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and 
his  interest  in  all  political  attairs  of  his  time  led  to 
his  support  of  the  Federal  party.  He  was  accident- 
ally killed  in  183 1,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  while 
hauling  wood  from  the  forest,  the  load  having  fallen 
oft  and  thrown  him  under  a  cart  wheel,  which  ran 
over  his  body.  He  was  married,  in  Windsor,  to 
Huldah  Drake,  who  survived  him  some  years,  and 
they  had  eight  children :  Oliver  was  killed  in  boy- 
hood by  a  kick  from  a  horse,  while  leading  it  from 
the  stable;  Alathina  married  Frederick  Mills,  of 
Bloomfield,  and  died  in  the  "Black  River  country," 
New  York  State;  Huldah  married  (first)  Horace 
Turner,  of  Hartford,  and  (second)  Roswell  }>Iarsh, 
of  Xew  Hartford ;  Samuel  \V.  is  a  resident  of 
Windsor  town,  this  county;  Laura  married  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Latimer,  a  ^Methodist  clergyman,  both 
now  deceased;  Oliver  W.,  oitr  subject's  father,  is 
mentioned  more  fullv  below ;  Timothy  D.,  a  very 
ingenius  man  and  natural  mechanic,  who  resided 
in  Windsor,  died  fiftv  > 'r  more  years  ago  (he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Wells,  of  Wethersfield,  who  now  lives 
in  Hartford,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years)  ; 
Julia  A.,  who  died  in  Hartford,  married  (first) 
Trumbull  Hubbard,  of  Bloomfield,  and  (second) 
Henry  Goodwin,  of  Xew  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Oliver  W.  Mills  was  born  in  Windsor  in  July, 
1796,  and  became  a  successful  agriculttirist,  making 
his  home  at  our  subject's  present  farm,  where  lie 
died  Julv  3,  1866.  He  made  many  improvements 
on  the  place,  erecting  all  the  buildings,  and  was 
interested  in  tobacco  raising  to  some  extent,  while 
for  many  years  he  also  conducted  a  brick  yard,  his 


efforts    being    rewarded    by    sub.-~taiuial  success. 
I  \\  hile  he  ne\'er  sought  official  lionor.-  iie  was  ac- 
I  tive  in  local  politics,  first  as  a  W  big  and  later  as  a 
!  Republican,  and         opiinon  on  all  subjects  was 
'  respected  among  his  associates.    In  early  life  he 
i  was  a  Congregationalisi,  afterward  uniting  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  when  St.  Liabriel's  church 
was  built  in  \\  indsor  he  made  a  liberal  contribu- 
tion ti.>  the  work,     i-or  many  vears  he  served  as 
vestryman.     \\  halever  the  weather  nnght  be  he 
I  never  failed  io  drive  to  church,  as  he  was  a  mobt 
rigid  observer  _of  the  Sabbath.    On  I'eb.  23,  1S25, 
Air.  iMills  married  Aliss  Annie  Theresa  i*helps,  who 
was  born  in  1804,  on  "the  Island,"  in  Windsor  town, 
and  died  June  30,   1896,  aged  ninety-two  years. 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  five  children. 
Helen  A.,  born  Oct.  30,  1828,  was  married,  Aiay 
12,  1853,  to  Xathan  F.  Drake,  whom  she  survives, 
now  residing  in  Hartford.    r^Iary  A.,  born  Sept. 
27,  1835,  married  Daniel  Mason,  and  lives  in  L'nion- 
ville.  Conn.    Alfred  W..  b(,>rn  May  5,  1838,  is  a 
resident  of  Ch.arlton  City,  Mass.    Arthur  AL,  born 
?\Ia'rch  7,  1845,  i'l  Canada  wlieu  last  heard 

from. 

Oliver  P.  Mills  attended  the  "brick  school''  in 
District  Xo.  i,  of  Windsor,  and  has  a  good  word 
for  the  efficiency  and  thoroughness  of  the  methods 
of  instruction  tlien  in  force.  He  also  spent  two 
winters  in  study  at  the  high  school  in  Amherst, 
Mass.,  and  two  in  \\  illiston  Seminary,  at  East- 
i  hampton,  Alass.  His  vacations  were  spent  at  home, 
j  where  lie  assisted  his  father  in  farnfing  and  bricK- 
making,  and  on  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
by  his  father  for  a  time.  In  February,  1849,  he 
i  started  for  California  with  Oliver  ^M.  Drake,  a 
neighbor,  and  others  from  this  section,  and  at  X"ew 
York  they  shipped  aboard  the  "Henry  Lee"'  for 
the  trip  around  Cape  Horn.  The  voyage  lasted 
seven  months,  a  head  wind  at  the  Cape  delaying 
them  at  that  point  for  six  weeks.  On  landing  in 
San  Francisco  he  engaged  in  nfining  operations, 
but  as  he  did  not  meet  with  success  he  went  to 
Sacramento,  where  he  formd  employment  at  ten 
dollars  a  day  with  a  Mr.  Schwartz,  a  German 
ranchman,  his  skill  as  an  ox  driver  proving  to  be  an 
advantage  to  him  in  securing  the  place.  Fle  would 
have  remained,  but  John  Lattimer,  a  member  of 
his  party  from  Blorimfield,  was  threatened  with 
fever,  and  requested  him  to  return  home  with  him. 
As  they  were  warm  friends  }vlr.  Mills  gave  up  his 
position  temporarily,  as  he  supposed,  and  came 
back,  taking  the  Panama  route,  but  as  his  parents 
objected  to  his  going  so  far  from  home  again  he 
finally  decided  to  stay  near  them,  and  engaged  in 
the  meat  business  near  Xew  Hartford,  doing  his 
own  butchering ;  after  a  year  lie  sold  out,  as  a 
partnership  upon  which  he  had  entered  had  proven 
unsatisfactory.  For  about  fourteen  years  follow- 
ing he  was  in  a  sinfilar  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  during  that  time  he  bought  a  farm  near 
X'ew  Hartford,  which  he  conducted  in  connection 
with  his  other  work.  In  1864  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Windsor,  where  he  rented  a  farm,  and 
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ir.  1S67  lie  purchased  his  father's  old  lidiiiestead. 
wlierc  he  has  since  resided.  As  a  tjeueral  farmer 
lie  is  notably  successful,  also  carrying  on  a  [)rulit- 
ablv  dairv  liusiness,  and  is  well  known  as  a  (.lealer 
ill  cattle.  He  still  attends  to  the  ihities  oi'  his  farm, 
and  is  remarkalily  active  for  a  man  of  his  years, 
roliticallv  .Mr.  }>iills  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
for  some  time  he  hekl  t^he  ottice  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Congregalionalist, 
and  as  a  chairman  of  the  church  committee  and 
credential  committee  he  has  been  active  in  the  af- 
fairs of  tlie  society  at  Windsor. 

On  May  3,  1859,  y\r.  Mills  was  married,  at 
Windsor,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Loomis,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union:  Annie  E.,  born  Nov. 
9,  1863,  married  Theo  E.  Phelps,  of  Omaha,  Xeb. : 
Oliver  W".,  born  Ai)ril  10,  1S67,  resides  at  the  home 
place;  and  Charles  H.,  born  July  26,  1S73,  is  also 
rcsi<ling  at  home. 

Mrs.  Mills  passed  away  Dec.  19,  1899,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  after  a  short  illness  from 
pneumonia.  She  was  a  most  estjiiable  woman, 
and  her  husband  takes  pride  in  acknowledging  the 
fact  that  her  advice  and  aid  were  of  great  assist- 
ance to  him  in  his  career.  She  was  born  April  7, 
1834,  daughter  of  Collins  and  Sally  (Capen) 
Loomis,  well-known  residents  of  Windsor,  of  whom 
an  account  appears  elsewhere,  lie  being  a  noted 
blacksmith.  Her  education  was  obtained  in  part 
at  the  Bell  scliool,  in  part  at  ]Mr.  Woodford's  private 
school  in  Windsor,  and  later  slie  learned  mil- 
linery at  Hartford,  where  she  was  employed  for 
several  years  previous  to  her  marriage  as. a  clerk- 
in  a  millinery  establishment. 

JOHN  HE^^XG^^^\Y,  who  'is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate  busi- 
ness in  Soutliington,  was  born  in  that  town  Feb.  27, 
1842,  a  son  of  Ruel  and  ]Mary  Ann  (Dudley)  Hem- 
ingway. 

The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in 
1812,  and  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  Sovithinc- 
ton,  where  he  died  in  1S63.  He  was  a  son  of  Abi- 
hua  Hemingway,  in  early  life  a  farmer  and  oyster- 
man  of  East  Haven,  who  prior  to  1S15  removed  bv 
ox-team  from  that  place  to  Southington  and  there 
died.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Elias 
Dudley,  was  a  stone-cutter  bv  trade,  and  a  resident 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  wdiere  his  death  occurred.  He 
married  Laura  Preston,  daughter  of  Titus  and  Abi- 
gail (]^Ierrimanj  Preston,  of  Wallingford.  His 
parents  were  Jedediah  and  Lois  (Merriman)  Dud- 
ley, also  residents  of  \\'al]ingford,  the  former  a 
native  of  England,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

John  Hemingway  was  reared  in  Southington, 
and  educated  in  its  public  schools  and  Lewis  Acad- 
emy. After  attaining  his  majority  (1863)  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  service,  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
served  as  commissary  clerk,  procuring:  the  supplies 
for  from  ^00  to  800  soldiers.  During  this  year  his 
father  died,  and  Air.  Hemineway  returned  to  South- 
ington and  took  charge  of  the  farm  left  him,  which 
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he  afterward  sold.  In  1808  he  went  to  Xew  Haven 
;.s  shipping  clerk  for  Blair  it  Dudle}',  havmg  an  m- 
tere>t  in  the  business,  and  when  in  January.  i80u, 
the  t'nni  (■iieiied  a  stiire  in  Xew  York  Mr.  Heming- 
way became  connected  with  that  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness until  July,  1S70;  he  then  returned  to  Suuthiny:- 
ton,  and  built  his  present  residence.  In  1871  he 
was  appointed  collecter  of  taxes  by  the  selectmen, 
and  was  elected  by  the  people  to  that  ottice  for  tlie 
eight  succeeding  terms.  Smce  1872  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  lire-insurance  business,  and  is  now 
representing  twenty-four  of  the  leading  companies 
of  the  world.  He  also  deals  in  r'eal  estate  in  bouth- 
ington  and  vicinity,  and  in  his  undertakings  is  meet- 
ing with  good  success.  In  1882  he  was  associated 
with  the  late  R.  A.  Xeal  and  Samuel  Pratt  in  the 
organization  of  a  Xational  Bank  in  Soutlnngton, 
and  obtained  the  charter,"  solicited  subscriptions,  and 
collected  in  the  first  installments  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  before  the  cashier  was  se- 
cured, and  he  was  a  director  up  to  1890.  He  is  also 
a  director  of  the  ?\Iiddlesex  ^Mutual  Assurance  Co., 
of  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  and  at  present  is  president 
of  the  board  of  fire  commissioners. 

]Mr.  Hemingway  has  been  twice  married,  and 
by  the  first  union  has  two  daughters,  Rosalind  and 
Jennie.  His  present  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood 
INIiss  Lanette  O.  V\'oodrutt,  a  daughter  of  Ard  and 
Orpha  A.  (CowlesJ  Woodruff.  She  is  a  retjre- 
sentative  of  an  old  Southington  family,  and  is  a 
member  of  Hannah  Woodrult  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 
J^raternallv  Mr.  Hemingway  is  connected  with 
Friendship  Lodge  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Unity 
Council  Xo.  11,0.  U.  A.  M. ;  politically  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  In  1880  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Southington  by  President 
Hayes,  was  re-appointed  in  1884  by  President  Ar- 
thur, and  filled  the  office  for  eight  years  and  five 
weeks  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  general  public.  In  1S8S  lie  was  elected  a 
representative  from  the  town  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  served  on  the  committee  on  Insurance, 
as  clerk.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  wardens  and  burgesses  of 
Southington,  and  he  is  now  (  1900)  serving  as 
superintendent  of  streets. 

WILLIAAI  WARXER,  a  substantial  citizen 
and  prominent  agriculturist  of  South  Glastoni.)ury, 
wdiere  for  more  than  thirty-five  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  his  chosen  vocation,  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  his  section  of  the  country. 
]\Ir.  Warner  is  descended  from  a  sturdv  X'ew  Eng- 
land ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines, 
who  by  marriage  were  allied  with  some  of  the  old- 
est and  most  prominent  families  of  Hartford  coun- 
ty, among  them  being  the  Robbins,  the  Boardmans 
and  the  Hales. 

fl)  William  \\'arner,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  family,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1594, 
in  Boxted,  county  of  Essex,  England,  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel Warner.    He  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
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lliswioli.  Culvinv  of  Massacliusctt,^,  in  if^'^J,  and 
iliod  there  in  1048.  I'roni  iliis  lirsl  .vnu-ncan  ;mi- 
cosldr  uur  subjcci  is  in  the  eii^lith  generation,  liis 
line  of  (.leseent  lieinu;  iin-ouL;li  J)aniel,  William, 
Daniel  (J),  William  (3),  j*>hn  ani.1  Levi  Warner; 
while  on  his  niotiier's  suJe  he  is  elescended  from 
Isaac  Larkni,  who  was  born  in  JJoston,  ^iass.,  and 
settled  in  W  ethershekl,  Conn.,  in  1745. 

(11)  Daniel  Warner,  son  of  William  the  emi- 
grant, born  in  England,  in  1O18,  married  Elizabeth 
l>enner.  He  diei.1  at  ipswich,  .Mass.,  m  1O88,  and 
she  passed  away  m  1059. 

(^Jll)  W  illiain  Warner  {2),  son  of  Daniel,  born 
in  1O40,  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  married,  in  1O67,  Han- 
nah Robbins.  He  located  in  W'ethershcld,  Conn., 
in  lOOo,  and  died  in  1713  or  1714-  His  wife  died  in 
1714.  He  bore  the  titles  of  deacon  and  lieutenant, 
and  served  as  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  for 
\\'etherstield  in  1097,  1700,  1703,  1704,  170O,  1 708, 
1709,  1710. 

(_1\  )  Daniel  Warner  {2),  son  of  William  (2), 
born  in  1O80,  in  W  ethersfield,  married  in  170O,  INIary 
Boardman,  born  in  16S3. 

(V)  William  Warner  (3),  son  of  Daniel  (2), 
born  in  171 5,  married  in  1752,  Prudence  ^lay,  born 
in  1726. 

(M)  John  Warner,  son  of  William  1^3).  born 
in  1762,  in  Wethersheld,  married  in  1784,  Abigail 
Hale,  who  died  in  1840.  He  died  in  1S38.  He  was 
a  farmer  throughout  life.  His  children  were:  John, 
married  Rebecca  Coleman,  and  was  a  farmer  in  the 
southern  part  of  \\'ethersfield ;  Prudence  marrie;! 
George  Coleman,  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Wethersfield ;  Abigail  married  Oliver  Wells,  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  Wethersfield,  where  both  died  ; 
Clarissa  married  Chauncey  Wells,  a  farmer,  and 
lived  in  Wethersfield ;  and  Levi,  who  was  the  fa- 
ther of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  referred  to  in 
the  following. 

(VH)  Levi  Warner  was  born  Dec.  22,  1800, 
in  Wethersfield.  Iiis  father  was  a  large  farmer, 
and  young  Levi  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  re- 
mained occupied  in  rural  pursuits  throughotit  his 
life  time.  He  married,  in  1822,  Sarah  Larkin,  who 
was  born  Aug.  25,  1803.  in  W^ethersfield,  where  she 
died  April  13,  1887.  He  died  Oct.  11,  1872.  Their 
children  were:  (1)  }^lary  Warner,  born  Aug.  25, 
1823,  married  May  15,  1850,  Sylvester  Seymour,  a 
farmer.  (2>  William  W'arner,  our  subject,  born 
Aug.  16,  1825,  is  referred  to  farther  on. 

C3)  Samuel  L.  Warner  was  born  June  14,  1828, 
at  Wethersfield.  After  having  completed  the  course 
in  the  common  schools  in  his  native  village,  he 
went  through  a  preparatory  school.  Pie  taught 
school  for  four  years  in  his  early  life,  and  subse- 
quently studied  law  with  Judge  Matson,  of  Plart- 
ford,  after  which  he  entered  Yale  Law  School.  He 
completed  his  course  by  a  two-years'  stay  at  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  in  1854  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Suffolk,  ]\Iass.  Pie  returned  to  Hart- 
ford, .intending  to  practice  law  in  that  city,  but 
through  the  influence  of  Gov.  Seymour  he  obtained 


the  apiHiinuiKnt  of  executive  secretary  to  Gov. 
IVnid.  (jov.  I'ond  was  taken  ill,  and  the  duties  of 
the  office  devolved  upon  .\lr.  Warner,  who  dis- 
charged tluin  w  ith  gr^at  credit.  In  the  spring  of 
185.-I  he  rciUo\ed  to  the  tow  11  of  i'ortlanU,.  Conn., 
and  conimenced  the  practice  of  law.  His  increased 
business  made  it  necessary  for  hiin  to  open  an  oilice 
in  Middletown,  where  he  afterward  resided  and 
made  a  reputation  for  himself.  In  his  earlier  days 
of  jiractice  the  best  talent  of  the  ^tate  wa^  repre- 
sented at  Middletown  court,  and  he  had  occasion  to 
come  into  contact  w  ith  such  men  as  Hon.  Charles 
J.  2\lcCurdy,  Hon.  William  D.  Shipman,  Hon.  L. 
b.  P'oster,  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey.  R.  G.  Baldw  in,  Henry 
Dutton,  Charles  Chapman,  Thomas  C.  Perkins,  and 
others  of  like  celebrity.  Mr.  Warner's  application 
to  and  study  of  his  cases  soon  made  him  proticient 
and  successful  in  his  practice.  His  continued  suc- 
cess made  him  popular  with  the  people,  and  in  1862 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  an  office  he  held 
four  years.  It  was  chictly  owing  to  his  labors  that 
the  present  system  of  water  works  were  established 
and  placed  on  a  substantial  basis.  In  185S,  during 
his  residence  in  Portland,  he  represented  that  town 
in  the  State  Legislature.  At  the  close  of  his  term 
as  raiayor  of  ^liddletown  he  was  nominated  for  Con- 
gress, but  was  defeated  by  his  opponent,  Gov.  Eng- 
lish. The  following  term  he  again  received  the 
nomination  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  In  1S65  the  Republicans  again 
honored  him  with  the  nomination,  but  he  declined 
to  accept.  He  was  a  member  and  one  of  the  secre- 
taries of  the  convention  that  nominated  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  President  for  a  second  term.  In  1861 
^Ir.  Warner  purchased  the  Xehemiah  Plubbard 
homestead  on  ^lain  stret,  ^liddletown,  where  he  re- 
sided up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  It  has  been  said 
by  some  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Errors  that  none  of  the  briefs  submitted  to  them 
showed  more  or  better  preparation  than  his.  In 
his  examination  of  witnesses  he  was  always  severe, 
and  if  he  became  convinced  of  the  untruthfulness  of 
a  witness  he  spared  him  not  at  all,  but  often  caused 
him  humiliation  and  confusion  by  a  pitiless  examina- 
tion that  nothing  but  truth  could  withstand.  He 
delivered  the  address  at  both  the  Lincoln  and  G.'ir- 
field  memorial  services  held  at  the  North  Chin-ch, 
and  also  delivered  the  oration  at  the  Centennial  cel- 
ebration of  ^liddletown,  held  July  14,  1884.  As  a. 
historical  address  it  was  carefully  prepared,  and 
could  not  have  been  improved  upon.  Mr.  Warnei" 
was  interested  in  many  cases  of  large  interest  during 
his  life,  the  last  of  which  was  the  Brainard  will  case, 
in  v.diich  he  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  heirs  in 
connection  with  Judge  Elmer,  of  Middletown,  and 
together  they  won  a  splendid  victory.  There  is 
hardly  a  man  of  legal  age  in  Middlesex  county  tliat 
has  not  heard  of  Mr.  Warner  before  the  Superior 
Court,  where  he  practiced  almost  exclusively.  For 
some  years  before  his  death  he  had  been  a  sufferer 
from  stomach  troubles,  and  at  times  was  confined  to 
his  house.    During  his  last  illness  little  hope  was 
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cMitertaiiKHl  tor  his  recovery  after  a  few  days  of  liis 
at'lliction.  His  case  was  heard  of  with  regret  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession generall)-,  in  whose  estimation  he  siood  high. 
On  .\i>ri!  30,  1S55,  Mr.  W  arner  was  married  to  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  John  Harris,  of  Norwich,  and  by  her 
had  two  children:.  Harris,  born  Oct.  _'0,  it^ui,  and 
Charles  \\'.,  born  Nov.  20.  1S63. 

(4)  Levi  Warner  was  iiorn  Oct.  10.  1830.  After 
four  years  of  sttidy  under  the  direction  of  liis  brother 
Sanuiel  L.,  late  of  ^Nliddletown,  at  Yale  Law  School 
and  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
at  Boston,  ^lass.,  in  January,  185S.  in  that  same 
year  he  was  admitted  lo  thc  AIiddlesex  County  Bar 
111  Connecticut.  In  1S5S  he  opened  an  ofiice  for  the 
practice  of  law  at  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  where  he  has 
i«ince  practiced,  and  later  one  in  Bridgeport,  same 
State,  iie  is  a  resident  of  Xorwalk.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  XL\'th  Cnited  States  Congress.  He  mar- 
ried in  June,  18D5,  Jdary  S.  Adams,  of  Xorwalk, 
Connecticut.  (5)  Sarah  A.  \\"arner,  born  iMay  16, 
183J,  married  Xov.  28,  1801,  Ira  Standish,  who  was 
a  fanner  in  Wethersfield ;  she  died  July  6,  1891.  (6) 
John  Warner,  born  Sept.  i,  1S35,  married  (first) 
March  21,  1864,  Cornelia  Dix.  She  died,  and  he 
married,  Feb.  16,  1869,  Catherine  Buckley,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Wetherslield,  engaged  m  farming. 
(7)  Ceorge  Francis  Warner,  born  Sept.  10,  1S37, 
married  1-eb.  7,  1871,  Harriet  Hale;  he  is  a  farmer 
in  Wethersfield.  i^8j  Albert  E.  Warner,  born  Dec. 
12,  1839,  married,  Xov.  28,  1867,  2\Iary  Hanmer. 

(\' iH )  William  Warner,  our  subject,  was  born 
Aug.  16,  1825,  in  ^\'ethersfield,  on  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  brother  George  F.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  the  Wether- 
iield  Acadeniy  for  several  winters,  one  of  his  teach- 
ers being  Charles  Hungerford.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  Txiarriage,  then  Kved  on  a  part  of  the 
home  farm  tmtil  1864,  in  which  year  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  Gen.  James  T.  Pratt,  which  was 
known  as  the  '"Hollister  place."  Here  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  tobacco  grow^ 
ing.  ]\lr.  Warner  has  been  progressive  and  kept 
pace  with,  the  times,  improving  and  making  attract- 
ive his  home  and  the  farm.  He  bears  the  esteem,  re- 
spect and  good  will  of  the  community  in  which  he 
has-  so  long  lived,  and  where  his  ancestors  for  so 
many  pjrevious  generations  have  lived,  and  has  been 
successful  in  his  life  work.  The  active  management 
of  the  i)lace  is  now  left  to  his  son  William  F.  ]\Ir. 
Warner's  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  btit  though  active  in  its  welfare  he  has 
never  been  persuaded  to  accept  ofifice. 

On  ]March  27,  1850,  our  subject  was  married, 
to  Adeliza  Denting,  born  April  11,  1827,  in  Weth- 
ersfield, daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Wells) 
Deming,  he  being  a  carpenter  and  farmer  by 
occupation.  To  tnis  union  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (i)  William  Franklin,  born  April 
12,  1852,  married'  Rosella  ^vlatson,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Mary  A.,  and  Harris  C.  William  F. 
is  now  rrianaging  and  carrying  on  the  homestead. 


i  (2)  Arthur  C,  born  March  31,  1856,  died  June  iS, 
i  1870.     (3)  Frederick,  born  Sept.  7,  1859.  (iied  Oct. 

13,  i85<).  (-1  )  Levi  Francis,  born  Xov.  11,  18O4,  mar- 
\  ried  June  12,  1895,  Elsie  H.  Young,  a  native  of 
I  Montreal,  Canada,  and  has  one  child,  Robinson,  born 
:  -April  30.  189S.  He  is  a  succe.--sful  physician  in  Xew 
j  York.     Mr.  Warner  belongs  to  no  cluirch  or  secret 

societv. 

I       WILLIAM  r.  WICKHA:\L    Merit,  if  real,  is 
!  ofttimes  non-assertive.    The  possessions  of  marked 
:  abilities  and-  qualities  of  distinction  are  not  un- 
I  tisuallv  found  in  individuals  of  quiet  and  retiring 
I  manner.    The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  prominent 
I  farmer,  genial  but  unostentatious,  possessing  many 
j  traits  tl]at  are  prized  and  honored  by  his  fellow 
men.  winning  success  in  his  chosen  vocation,  and 
developing  a  character  dtiring  his  lifelong  residence 
j  in  Hartford  county  that  is  most  highly  respected, 
i       Mr.  \\'ickham  is  a  representative  of  an  old  Xew 
England  family.      He  was  born  at  Glastonbury 
April  30,  1840,  son  of  John  ^^"ickham,  and  grand- 
son of  Hezekiah  Wickham,  both  residents  of  Glas- 
j  tonbury,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  son  of  Hezekiah. 
!       Grandfather  Wickham  was  twice  married.  By 
I  his  first  wife,  ]\Iary  (]\Iiller),  he  had  three  children: 
Joseph:  Lucy,  wlio  married  a  ^^Ir,  Ransom;  and 
Lucretia,  who  married  a  ]\Ir.  Loveland.     By  his 
second  marriage,  to  Elizabeth  Pcrrin,  there  was 
only  one  child,  John,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
I  Hezekiah  ^^'ickharn  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
i  tional  Church  of  Glastonburv  (East  Parish)  for 
about  twenty-six  years,  and  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

John  Wickham,  the  father,  had  an  intimate  ac- 
t  qttaintanceship  with  the  -hardships  and  difficulties 
I  of  life.  He  was  "put  out,"  as  the  expression  was, 
j  at  the  tender  age  of  three  vears,  and  as  a  bov 
I  had  very  limited  educational  advantages.  He 
j  grew  up  on-  the  farm,  married  2^Iiss  Malinda  Cul- 
1  ver,  a  native  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Ben- 
i  jamin  Culver,  and  settled  in  Glastonbury.  Soon 
i  after  marriage  misfortune  overtook  him  in  the 
j  fcrm  of  a  fire,  which  swept  away  all  his  earthly 
I  belongings,  but,  nothing  daunted,  he  renewed  his 
efforts  to  win  comfort  and  independence,  and 
j  triumphed  in  goodly  measure.  He  became  a  highly 
j  respected  and  influential  citizen,  reared  an  excel- 
j  lent  family,  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  in 
I  comparative  aftiuence  in  his  later  years,  and  be-, 
;  queathed  -  to  his  children  the  heritage  of  a  good 
;  name  and  an  upright  example.  His  widow  survived 
I  to  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years  and  six  months, 
■  and  both  were  buried  in  ^Manchester  Center  cem- 
j  etery.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Horace 
1  J.,  a  retired  manufacturer  of  ^Manchester,  who  be- 
'  gan  life  without  means  and  became  a  successful 
I  man ;  IMaria,  now  ]\Irs.  Albert  Brewer,  of  Bloom- 
j  field  ;  Jane,  who  married  Frank  Smith,  and  is  now 
!.  deceased;  William  P.,  our  subject;  and  Emma, 
f  who  marrieu  Samuel  Newberry,  of  South  Windsor.' 
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The  early  d;iys  of  William  P.  Wickham  wcro  ; 
spent  111  the  distiict  sohuols  near  the  residence  of 
Ins  parents;  later  he  attended  the  East  Academy 
iit  -Nianchesier.     lie  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
except  lor  a  sluTt  time  spent  in  Xew  lla\en  re- 
mained at  home,  assisting  his  father,  nntil  his  mar- 
riage, Uet.  8,  iSoi,  to  -\iiss  Ann  S.  Sanders,  who  i 
was  born  in  Windham  county,  \  t.,  May  30,  1839,  \ 
a  daughter  of  Oren  and  Sally  (^Canedy)  Sanders.  ' 
She  was  the  yotuigest  of  nine  cliildren,  all  of  whom 
except  one,  Aaron,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  i 
months,  lived  to  maturity,  as  follows:    Susan,  de-  ; 
ceased ;   Thomas,  of  Hadley,   ^lass. ;   Sarah,   de-  ■ 
ceased;  Benjamin,  of  Canton,  Conn.;  Joseph,  de- 
ceased; Lucy,  deceased;  Fylura,  now  -Mrs.  H.  j.  ; 
AVickham,  of  Manchester,  Conn. ;  and  Ann  S.,  the 
wife  of  our  subject.     Oren  Sanders,  the  father, 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-seven  }  ears  ;  his  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.    Ann  S.  began  her  \ 
own  support  at  the  age  of  nine  years.    At  fourteen  ! 
she  began  teaching  school  at  the  salary  of  one  doi-  ] 
lar  per  week,  and  '"boarded  round,"'  often  walking  j 
one  and  one-half  miles  between  temporary  home  ; 
and  school  house.    Later  she  received  one  dollar 
and  a  half  per  week  for  her  educational  work.  , 
She  was  employed  when  a  young  lady  in  New  j 
Haven,  and  worked  in  a  factory  where  cases  for  i 
daguerreotypes  were  made. 

Mr.  Wickham  lived  with  his  parents,  and  en- 
gaged in  farm  work  for  some  time.    For  a  year  he 
lived  at  Sturbridge,  Mass.    He  was  night  watch-  ; 
man  for  two  years  at  the  Government  Envelope  ' 
"Works  in  Hartford.    Returning  to  ^Manchester  he  \ 
conducted  a  farm  for  his  brother  for  some  time,  ; 
and  in  1888  he  removed  to  the  property  which  he 
now  occupies,  known  then  as  the  Jeremiah  Strong  ; 
farm.    After  renting  it  for  a  year  ^Ir.  Wickham  : 
purchased  the  place,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  most 
successfullv  followed  farming.    To  IMr.  and  !Mrs. 
Wickham  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Almeron  W.,  of  Burnside,  Conn.,  foreman  in  a  pa-  ' 
per-mill,  for  two  years  State  representative  from  ; 
East  Hartford,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  town  :  \ 
Edward  J.,  a  dairy  farmer  of  ^^lanchester ;  Anna  ; 
M.;  Xeva  L. ;  and  Horace  C.  Of  these  Almeron  W'.  | 
married  ]\Iargaret  }>IcCabe.  in  April,  18S5,  and  they  ; 
have  two  children,  A\'illiam  E.  and  Martha  E.  Ed-  ; 
ward  J.  married  Ada  Dawes,  in  June,  1887,  and  they  | 
have  four  children,  Hattie  A.,  Edna  A.,  Raymond  | 
E.,  and   Leila    S.    Anna  ^L  married    George  E. 
Churchill,  of  Xewington,  in  August,  1S88,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Almeron  S.  and    Louisa    A.  \ 
Mr.  Churchill  was  representative  in   1899,  from  j 
the  town  of  Xewington  in  the  State  Legislature.  '< 
X'eva  L.  married  Charles  P.  Cummings,  in  April,  , 
1893,  and  their  children  are  George  W^  and  Horace  : 
C.    Horace  C.  married    Cfirst)  Grace  ^^L  Hills  in  i 
}*Iarch,  1896;  she  died  in  July,  1897,  and  he  wedded  | 
(second)  Ida  F.  Bancroft,  in  April,  1900.  j 

In  politics  iMr.  Wickham  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
In  1899  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  school  district.  ! 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Hillstown 


Grange.  They  arc  attendants  at  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  good  Christian  people,  kiiid-hearted 
and  hospitable,  and  have  icnred  a  family  whicii  is  e,--- 
sentially  credital)le.  .Mr.  Wickham  has  one  of  the 
best  kept  farms  in  Hillstown,  and  is  a  self-made  man 
in  the  fullest  and  best  sense  of  the  term. 

JOHX  EDWARDS  TRYOX.  Our  rural  com- 
munities  are  noted  for  a  high  type  of  citizenship, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  leading  agricult- 
urist of  the  town  of  Glastonbury,  furnishics  an  ex- 
cellent exaniple.  His  fine  homestead,  which  is 
beautifully  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town,  shows 
wise  and  energetic  management,  and  in  the  various 
movements  which  make  for  progress  in  his  localitv 
he  lias  alwa}  s  taken  a  prominent  share. 

The  Tryon  family  is  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
and  Elizur  Tryon,  our  subject"s  grandfather,  was 
a  well-known  agriculturist  in  Glastonbury  in  his 
day,  and  was  also  interested  in  river  traffic.  He 
built  the  old  house  which  stands  near  our  subject"s 
residence.  He  reached  the  age  of  ninety-one,  while 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Kilbourn,. 
lived  to  be  ninety-four.  They  had  a  large  family 
of  children. 

Xoah  Tryon,  our  subject"s  father,  was  born  in 
the  house  mentioned  above,  and  his  life  was  spent 
mainly  in  farming  at  the  homestead,  although  he 
was  at  one  time  engaged  in  hsliing  along  the  Con- 
necticut as  a  business.  He  received  in  his  youth 
such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  local  academy,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  excellent 
qualities  of  character,  serving  with  ability  in  various 
town  offices,  and  in  1S42-43  as  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature.  In  political  sentiment  he  was 
a  Democrat.  3>lr.  Tryon  was  a  captain  in  the  State 
militia,  and  offered  his  services  during  the  war  of 
1812.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
v/hile  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Goodrich),  a  native  of 
Chatham,  was  ninety-one  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  old  Church 
cemetery  in  South  Glastonbury.  ]Mr.  Tryon  was 
an  Episcopalian  in  religious  connection.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being:  Henry  R.,  a  mason  in  Hartford, 
m-arried  (first)  Jane  Stevens  and  ("second)  a  Mrs. 
Gregory;  he  died  March  18,  1898.  X'oah  G.  lo- 
cated in  the  South,  and  died  in  Shreveport,  La., 
m  1862.  Elizabeth  married  X'elson  Shephed,  a 
farmer  of  Portland.  Ann  J.  married  Joseph  Wil- 
cox, a  farmer  of  Cromwell. 

Our  subject  was  born  Aug.  31,  1828,  in  the 
liouse  in  which  he  now  resides.  As  a  boy  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  the  academy  in 
South  Glastonbury,  then  conducted  bv  Orange- 
Judd.  and  he  also  studied  at  the  '"Grist  I\Iill  Sem- 
inary" for  a  time.  He  relieved  his  father  of  much 
of  the  care  of  the  homestead  until  the  death  of  the- 
latter,  when  he  took  sole  charge  of  the  place,  carry- 
ing on  general  fanning.  ?dr.  Tryon  owns  some- 
300  acres  in  the  town.    His  genial  nature  is  un- 
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affected  by  his  close  attention  to  business,  and  he 
finds  time  for  active  work  in  the  local  Graiii;e,  in 
which  he  has  serveil  as  master.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Denu'Crat  until  1855,  and  in  i85<_^  lie  lielped  to 
org'anize  the  Republican  ]>artv  ni  ilariford.  lie 
rcprcsenteil  his  town  in  the  Lej.,nslature  in  1803- 
64,  and  has  served  four  terms  as  seleennan  and 
seven  years  as  road  commissioner,  lie  and  his 
family  are  memljcrs  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church 
at  Soutli  Glastonbury,  and  at  {^resent  he  holds  the 
office  of  vestryman. 

In  1S50  ^Ir.  Tryon  married  Miss  Julia  Stevens, 
daughter  of  Josepli  Stevens,  a  well-known  aijri- 
culturist  of  Glastonbury.  She  died  in  1853.  ^-'""^l 
Sept.  17,  1856,  he  married  !Miss  Ruhamah  F.  Sjiarks, 
3.  native  of  East  Glastonbury.  By  his  tirst  mar- 
riage he  had  two  children:  Julia  E.  married  Al- 
bert H.  Clark,  of  Glastonbury,  and  has  three  clnl- 
dren,  Herbert  F.,  Maoel  and'  Elizabeth  Goodricli; 
John  G.  is  at  home.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  four  children :  James  H.  is  at  home ;  Charles 
Osmar.  who  married  Annie  HoUister,  resides  in 
South  Glastonbury,  and  is  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising fruit  grower  and  a  leading  citizen,  hav- 
ing served  as  representative  in  the  Legislature  in 
1897;  Anna  P.,  who  is  at  home,  is  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  having  finished  her  education  at  ^It. 
Holyoke  Seminary ;  Edward  S.  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Hartford  as  a  joiner  and  builder. 

_  ].  BURDETTE  HUBBARD.  This  prominent 
citizen  of  Hartford  county  was  born  in  the'town  of 
Glastonbury  Jan.  4,  1844,  l"s  father,  Jonathan  Hub- 
"bard,  being  a  native  of  the  same  place.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Ira  Hubbard,  a  cabinet-maker  l)v  tradi.\ 
who  was  a  farmer  in  the  later  years  of  his  life.  Mr. 
Hubbard's  mother  was  ^lary  Andrews,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Andrews,  a  large  owner  of  real  propertv 
in  Alanchester,  and  it  was  there  that  Mrs.  Hubbard 
Avas  born.  J.  Burdette  Hubbard  was  the  only  child 
of  his  parents.  Jonathan  Hubbard  removed  from 
Glastonbury  to  ^Manchester  in  1854.  He,  like  his 
father,  was  a  cabinet-maker,  but  had  supplemented 
his  knowledge  of  that  trade  by  learning  painting  as 
well.  Yet  he,  too,  loved  the  soil,  and  after  coming 
to  Manchester  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Conrad  Kish,  where  he  died  in  1S80, 
at  the  age  of  threescore.  Both  he  and  his  first  wife 
were  members  of  tl'ic  Cong-regational  Church.  Af- 
ter her  death  he  married  again,  his  second  s]>ouse 
"being  Miss  ]Mary  Willis,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  and  Jennie,  both  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing in  Manchester. 

J.  Burdette  Hubbard  was  ten  vears  old  when 
his  father  moved  from  Glastonbury  to  Manchester. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  New  Britain,  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  painter  with  his  uncle.  Seven 
years  later  he  and  his  uncle  removed  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  they  engaged  in  business,  and  where, 
after  fourteen  months,  his  uncle  died.  Mr.  Huh- 
bard  thereupon  returned  to  Manchester,  and  began 
working  at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  Cheney  Bros. 


i:i  the  spring  of  i8'vS.  In  1871  he  was  made  fore- 
I  man  of  their  painting  department.  He  remained 
j  with  this  firm  until  the  spring  of  1893.  when  he  eii- 
j  gaged  in  business  for  himself.  lie  has  a  well- 
stocked  store,  carrying  wall-paper  as  well  as  paints 
i  and  painters'  supplies,  and  in  ;iddilion  \o  this  is  an 
extensive  contractor  iii  painting  and  paper-h.anging. 

On  Xov.  29,  1SG8,  Mr.  liublxird  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  J.  Kennev,  the  only  chiUl  of  Chester 
W.  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Keeney,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  George  W".  Keeney,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Manchester.  Her  father  began  life  as  a  poor 
boy,  and  rose  to  be  a  successful,  prosperous  manu- 
facturer of  paper,  having  learned  the  practical  trade 
in  his  youth.  His  first  mill  was  at  Buckland's 
Corners.  Later  iie  formed  a  partnership  with 
Patrick  Fitzgerald,  and  established  a  factory  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town  of  ^Manchester.  He  sub- 
I  sequently  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
y[r.  Fitzgerald  and  associated  himself  with  Hud- 
son White,  their  copartnership  continuing  until  yir. 
:  Keeney's  death,  on  Sept.  22,  1896,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years. 

I\Ir.  Hubbard  is  a  member  of  King  David  Lodge 
Xo.  31,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  ?^Ianchester :  2\Ianchester  Lodge 
Xo.  73,  F.  &  A.  ;  Pythagoras  Chapter  X'o.  17, 
R.  A.  M.,  Ifartford;  \\'olcott  Council  Xo.  i,  Hart- 
ford; Washington  Commandery  Xo.  i,  K.  T.,  of 
that  place ;  and  the  ^Mystic  Shrine,  Sphinx  Temple. 
He  is  a  Republie'an  in  politics,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  in  18S7.  Both  'Sir.  and  Mrs. 
Hubbard  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
South  ^lanchester. 

ED\\'IX  G.  LEWIS,  a  leading  citizen,  promi- 
nent merchant  and  popular  official  of  Southington, 
was  born  in  that  town  June  i,  1858,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Sarah  H.  (Gridley)  Lewis,  representatives  of 
pioneer  families  of  Southington,  being  descendants 
of  the  Roots,  Gridleys  and  Harts. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Lew^is  family  in  America 
was  ^^'illiam  Lewis,  a  native  of  England,  who  came 
to  this  country  on  the  ship  "Lion,"  landing  in  Bos- 
ton Sept.  16,  1632.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman 
the  following  X'ovember,  and  joined  the  Braintree 
company  wdiich  in  August,  1633,  removed  to  X'ew- 
town  (Cambridge).  In  1636  he  came  with  a  com- 
pany to  Hartford,  but  in  1659  again  moved,  be- 
coming one  of  the  founders  of  Haflley,  Mass.,  which 
town  he  represented  in  the  General  Court  in  1662. 
In  1664  he  lived  in  X'orthampton,  Mass..  and  in  the 
fall  of  1677  removed  to  Farmington,  Conn.,  where 
he  died  Aug.  2,  1683. 

(II)  William  Lewis,  son  of  the  founder  of  the 
j  family  in  the  Xew  World,  was  born  in  England,  and 
j  in  1644  was  a  resident  of  Farmington,  where  he 
i  served  as  the  first  recorder  after  the  incorporation 

of  the  town.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Ilopkins,  his 
second  Mary  Cheever.    He  died  Aug.  18,  1690. 

(III)  Samuel  Lewis,  son  of  \\'illiam,  Jr.,  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1648,  and  died  Xov.  28,  1752.  He 
held  the  military  rank  of  sergeant. 
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Xalliaii  Louis,  son  of  Samuel,  was  li.vn 
Ian.  1707,  and  was  married  July  j8.  1730.  i.i 
Marv  ( 'iriiHoy,  dau.i^iUor  ol"  Sauuu'l  ami  .Ma.rx- 
( 1 1  mni'hri«>  1  llridky.  11c  Hvod  in  the  Marion  dis- 
trict of  Soulhingimi,  where  lie  died  Sei)t.  7,  1799. 

{\')  Job  Lewis,  a  son  of  Xallian,  was  Ijoni  April 
20,  1731,  and  was  married  Nov.  13.  1755,  to  lian.- 
iiali,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Hannah  (Burn- 
ham)  Curtiss,  of  Southington.  He  was  a  tanner 
and  slioemaker  bv  trade,  and  lived  in  the  northern 
part  of  Southington,  where  he  died  Dec.  5,  1813. 

(V'l)  Selah  Lewis,  son  of  Job,  was  baptized 
Sept.  2,  1764,  and  was  married  Jan.  i,  1792,  to  Mary 
Carter,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Rhoda  (Lewis)  Car- 
ter. He  was  a  large  land  holder  and  merchant,  and 
lived  in  tlie  north.ern  part  of  iioiithington,  where  he 
died  Sept.  12,  1827. 

(\'H)  Henry  Lewis,  son  of  Selah,  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  Dec.  i,  1800,  and 
married  for  his  lirst  wife  Elizabeth  Rout,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Sally  (Dunliam)  Root,  bne 
was  the  grandmother  of  our  subject.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Nabbv  C.  Carter,  daughter  of 
John  and  Esther  (Tinker J  Carter. 

(A'HI)  Llenry  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Southington  ]\Iay  28,  1832,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated,  graduating  from  Lewis 
Academy.  On  Dec.  24,  1834,  lie  married  Sarah 
Gridley,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Esther  (Hart) 
Gridley,  and  by  this  union  three  children  were  born : 
Rosclla,  wife  of  Charles  S.  Judd ;  Edwin  G.,  our 
subject;  and  Laura  E.,  wife  of  E.  E.  Craw;ord. 
After  his  marriage  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  tim.e,  and  later  was  in  the  employ  of  Peck, 
Smith  &  Co.  On  July  19,  1862,  he  commenced  re- 
cruiting a  company  in  Southington,  which  was  mtis- 
tered  into  the  United  States  service  as  Company  E, 
20th  Conn.  \'.  L,  and  of  which  he  became  second 
lieutenant.  On  Sept.  11,  of  that  year,  they  left 
New  Haven,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Mr.  Lewis  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  3ilay  3,  1863,  and  Gettysburg  July  3,  1863,  af- 
ter which  his  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  In  January,  1S64,  he  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  same  regi- 
ment, and  ]\Iay  15  of  that  year  he  was  slightly 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Resaca.  Fotir  days  later 
he  participated  in  the  capture  of  Cassville,  and  a 
month  later  was  taki.-n  ill  and  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital in  Nashville.  He  rejoined  his  company  Aug. 
15,  and  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  march 
to  the  sea,  arriving  in  Savannah  Dec.  11.  1864. 
While  there  engaged  in  cutting  a  road  for  a  bat- 
tery, with  his  company,  he  was  struck  by  a  stray 
shot  and  wounded  below  the  knee,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died  Dec.  26,  1864.  His  remains  were 
brought  back  to  Southington,  and  interred  in  Oak 
Hill  cemetery.  He  was  a  brave  and  conscientious 
officer,  and  was  honored  and  trusted  by  his  com- 
mand. 

(IX)  Edwin  G.  Lewis,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  reared  in  Southington  and  coni-  ■ 


pleted  his  education  at  the  Lewis  high  school,  fro-n 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.    -I'e  then  engaged 
in  clerking  in  the  shoe  slore  of  C.  IX  Ikirnes,  and 
while  thus  employed  gained  an  e.\c;'llent  knowledge 
1  of  every  detail  of  the  business.    He  .served  in  that 
I  capacity  until  1885,  when  he  purchased  a  half  inler- 
;  est  in  the  business,  and  in  18:15  he  became  sole  pro- 
i  prictor,  being  now  at  the  head  of  a  large  and  flour- 
i  ishing  business,  and  numljcred  among  the  leading 
1  business  men  of  the  town. 

I       On  Nov.  19,  1885,  Mr.  Lewis  marrietl  Miss  Min- 
I  nic  J.  Dunham,  a  daughter  of  Robert  C.  and  Joseph- 
\  ine  (Park)  Dunham,  of  Southington,  and  thev  have 
on-e  daughter,  IMarian  H.    Mr.  Lewis  is  a  jironii- 
j  nent  member  of  the  I'irst  Congregational  Ciiurch. 
and  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Society  for 
over   fifteen    years.      Socially   he    aftiliates  with 
Friendship  Lodge  No.  33,  F.  &  A.  ]M. ;  Triune 
Chapter  No.  40,  R.  A.         S.  S.  Woodruff  Camo 
No.  21,  S.  of  V. ;  and  tiie  Order  of  L'nited  American 
I  ^Mechanics.    Politicallv  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
j  publican  party  and  its  principles.    In  June,  1879,  he 
j  was  appointed  assistant  t'jwn  clerk  ;   was  elected 
clerk  of  the  borough  in  1889;  and  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  in  1896,  still  serving  as  town  clerk  and 
treasurer,  and  borough  clerk.    Llis  ofiicial  duties 
are  always  conscientiously  discharged,   and  he  is 
I  ninnoered  among  th.e  valued  and  useful  citizens  of 

I  his  communitv. 

I 

CHARLES  H.  ROSE  has  during  his  twenty- 
eight  ye'ars'  residence  in  ]\Ianchester,  become  well- 
known  to  the  citizens  of  that  town  and  the  surround- 
ing country  as  a  successful  business  man,  and  as.  a 
citizen  of  integrity  and  upright  cliaracter. 

]Mr.  Rose  was  born  July  15.  1857,  in  the  town 
of  Bolton,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  up  to  the  age  of 
j  nine  years,  after  whicti  his  home  was  in  A\')llimantic, 
this  State.  He  received  his  education  in  the  latter 
place,  attending  the  public  schools,  and  when  thir- 
teen vears  of  age  began  working  in  the  silk  mills  of 
that  town,  remaining  there  until  his  removal  to  Man- 
chester, in  1872.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  in  the 
Cheney  silk  .mills  here,  and  subsequently  for  a  year 
was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  Union  Manufacturing 
Co.'s  store  in  ^Manchester,  in  1877,  entering  the  drug 
store  of  Closes  Scott,  with  whom  he  clerked  for 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  t>criod,  on  April  i, 
1880,  he  purchased  the  business  of  ^Ir.  Scott,  con- 
tinuing same  in  the  original  building  until  it  was  de-  ^ 
stroyed  by  fire,  on  Jan.  4.  1889,  when  he  bulit  the 
fine  three-story  brick  block  in  which  he  is  now  lo- 
cated, on  the  same  lot.  His  building  is  one  of  the 
finest  modern  structures  in  the  town,  and  his  drug  . 
store  is  one  of  the  most  completelv  equipped  in  Hart- 
ford county  to  be  found  outside  the  city  of  Ha.rt- 
lord.  Mr.  Rose  is  manager  of  the  Telephone  Ex- 
change and  Postal  Telegraph  Cable,  which  are  lo- 
cated in  his  store,  and  in  the  other  store  in  the  build- 
ing he  carries  on  a  well-stocked  news  stand.  As  a 
progressive  and  obliging  business  man  he  has  made 
an  enviable  reputation  throughout  this  part  of  the 
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c<.>unty,  and  his  success  has  boon  well  deserved,  for 
he  has  risen  by  his  c)\vn  ellorts,  widening  his  inicr- 
csts  until  ho  has  made  lor  liiniseU"  a  lirni  iootin<;' 
anil  my  the  sub>ianiial  citizens  of  this  locality.  L  ii- 
lil  Clevi'lanirs  administration  .Mr.  I'o>c  was  acting- 
j>i»tma>ter  of  Manchester  unikr  Mr.  Scoit,  and  in 
iS-;.^  he  w  as  apponited  to  the  otlicc.  wiiich  he  is  now 
hi./ldin^-  to  the  satisfaciion  of  all  concerned. 

]n  December,  1880,  Mr.  Rose  was  united  in  mar- 
ria,L:e  with  Miss  Jessie  TuiTs,  and  ihey  have  luul  a 
l.iinily  of  five  children:  L".  JiaroKl  (who  is  tie- 
ceased),  IJessie  M.,  Ernest  L.,  Arline  W.  and  Leslie 
C.  They  attend  the  ^Methodist  Chinch,  of  which 
Mr.  Rose  has  been  a  member  fur  about  twenty  vears. 
Fraternallv  he  holtis  membership  with  Kin^-  i)avid 
Lod<;e  \o.  31',  ].  U.  O.  1'.,  and  A.  O.  L'."  W'.,  of 
Manchester.  His  jiolitical  allei^iance  is  given  to  the 
Keiniblican  parly. 

CHARLES  IMARIOX  SMITH,  the  pioneer 
coal  dealer  of  East  l  lartford,  and  that  t_\  pe  of  a 
citizen  whom  any  community  might  feel  j'lruiid  to 
claim,  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Conn..  Xov.  25, 
185 1.  He  was  brought  by  his  father  to  the  home 
of  his  grandparents  m  East  Hartford  in  tlie  sum- 
mer of  1S54,  and  is  the  only  male  representative  of 
his  generation  of  the  family  now  living  in  tlie  town. 

Elihu  Smith,  grandfather  of  cur  subject,  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  on  Forbes  street.  East  Hartford, 
south  of  r^Iaple  st,reet,  on  the  same  farm  which  is 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Charles  ^1.  He  was 
born  in  Glastonbury,  however,  in  1801,  a  son  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Smith,  who  conducted  a  grist-mill  wliere 
Clark's  paper-mill  now-  stands.  -  Elihu  Smith  mar- 
ried 3vlrs.  Sophronia  ( House)  Porter,  widow  of 
Anson  Porter,  of  East  Hartford,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children,  Augustus  Stanlev  and  Elihu,  the 
latter  of  whom  went  to  California  in  1849,  ^"'^  is 
row  a  resident  of  Georgetown,  that  State.  Elihu 
Smith  was  a  short,  straight  man  and  weighed  from 
125  to  130  pounds.  He  was  a  good  farmer,  a  man  of 
good  business  ability  and  strict  integrity,  and  his 
advice  was  often  souglit  by  his  neiglibors,  by  whom 
he  was  frequently  entrusted  with  the  settlement  of 
estates.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs 
'in  East  Hartford,  'and  filled  a  number  of  offices, 
serving  as  assessor,  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace 
(for  a  number  of  years)  and  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  died  Jan.  i,  1879,  and  his 
remains  were' interred  in  the  Hockanum  cemetery, 
Mrs.  Elihu  Smith  died  at  the  age  of  eighty.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  John  House,  of  Glastonbury, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  By 
her  m.arriage  to  Anson  Porter  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons:  Albert,  a  millwright,  of  East 
Hartford,  and  Ansc^n,  who  first  located  in  Bloom- 
field,  and  next  in  Farmington,  where  he  is  now  fol- 
lowing his  trarle  of  wagonmaker. 

Augustus  Stanley  Smith  was  born  April  6,  1825, 
in  East  Hartford,  en  the  place  where  our  subject 
now  lives,  but  wh.en  a  yotmg  man  went  to  East  Had- 
dam, and  there  riiarried  Electa  Swan.      In  early 


I  manhooil  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking  in 
I  Xew  H:irlft)rd,  Conn.,  after  which  he  went  to  iCnst 
I  Pladdam,  and  for  \ear.s  worked  fdr  ."-^illiman  \',rt.>. 
I  To  his  marriage  with  Mi.ss  J'dccta  Swan,  Charles 
:  Marion  was  the  only  child  born,  an^l  he  was  a  mere 
'  iitfant  at  his  nii'ther's  death  in  .Marcii,  1854.  .\u- 
I  gustus  S.'  Smith  married  a  secimd  time,  Imc  within 
j  a  few  _\ears  again  lost  his  wife,  after  which  he  sold 

his  home  in  East  ILiddam,  and  removed  to  Xew 
j  Lonilon,  where  he  engaged  in  the  retail  >hoe  tragic. 

In  that  city  he  married  Sarah  M.  Chipman,  who  has 
{  borne  him  one  sem,  Stanley  A.,  now  vardniaster  for 

the  Central  \'ermont  Railway  Compan.v,  in  that 

city. 

Charles  ]M.  Snn'th  was  reared  from  infancy  in 
East  Hartford  tov.-n  by  his  grandfather,  Elihu 
Smith,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns,  and  first  attended 
the  South  Middle  district  school,  with  the  ^Misses 
Julia  Bidwell  and  Silena  Stevens  as  his  teachers. 
Fie  was  thoroughly  trained  by  his  grandfather  in 
general  farming,  which  was  generally  followed  un- 
til the  cultivation  of  tobacco  was  introduced.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  married  Miss  Einma 
Smith,  a  native  of  X'ew  Hartford,  and  a  daugk.ter 
of  Edmund  Smith.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
sons :  Edmund  S.,  a  printer  by  trade,  and  married 
to  Julia  Wolcott,  of  East  Hartford;  Frank  E.,  at 

I  home  ;  Charles  D. ;  G.  Robbins  ;  and  Joseph  J.  ]\[rs. 
Emma  Smith  passed  away  June  27,  1S85,  ^  sincere 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  ^Ir. 
Smith's  present  wife,  whom  he  married  Dec.  3, 
1890,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ida  Lee  Ensign,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Owen  L.  and  Anna  Eliza  Ensign, 

j  of  Willow  Brook.    To  this  union  has  been  born  one 

[  child,  3.Iarion  E. 

I  In  September,  1882,  Charles  M.  Smith  em- 
i  barked  in  the  coal  trade  in  East  Hartford,  and  was 
j  the  first  to.  receive  shipments  of  coal  by  rail.  He 
!  also  handles  fertilizers,  and  carries  on  farming  and 
I  tobacco  growing,  owning  a  total  of  117  acres,  partly 
in  Glastonburv  and  partly  in  East  Hartford.  In 
politics  ^Ir.  Smith  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  filled 
several  offices,  having  served  as  selectman  two  or 
three  terms,  being  first  elected  in  1879;  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  assessors,  for  three  years  ;  has  been 
on  the  town  committee,  and  has  served  as  its  treas- 
urer several  years,  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  South  ^diddle  school  district:  he  was  treasurer 
of  a  committee  of  the  Congregational  Society  of 
Hockanum  before  the  organization  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  although  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  yet 
handles  its  funds.  'Sir.  Smith  has  also  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Putnam  Phalanx  since  March,  1886,  and 
holds  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  is  a  usefu-1,  enter- 
prising, public-spirited  citizen  and  business  man, 
and  none  is  better  or  more  widely  known,  and  few 
as  highly  esteemed. 

CHARLES  KELLOGG  ATWOOD  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Xewington, 
and  has  taken  an  active  jjart  in  promoting  its  sub- 
stantial  improvement   and   material  develojjment. 
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For  many  years  he  has  hcoii  proniinoiuly  iJcnlifioci 
wiili  tlio  agricultural  interests  of  the  coniniuniry, 
and  still  owns  and  operates  a  tine  farm  of  ninety 
acres,  wliieh  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  well 
improved. 

Mr.  Atwood  was  born  iJec.  24,  1820,  in  the  house 
Avhere  he  still  lives,  the  farm  having-  heen  in  the 
possession  of  the  family  for  several  generations.  Dr. 
Thomas  Atwood,  a  native  of  England  and  a  captain 
in  Cromwell's  army,  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
the  Xcw  \\'orld,  and  settled  in  W'etherstleld.  Conn., 
where  he  died.  His  son  josiah  wa^  the  first  to  lo- 
cate on  the  farm  in  Xewington  town  (^in  what  was 
then  W'etherstleld).  Hartford  county,  where  our 
subject  now  resides.  There  the  birth  of  Asher  At- 
wood, our  subject's  great-grandfather,  and  Ezekiel 
Atwood,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  occurred;  the 
latter  was  a  soldier  for  a  short  time  during  the 
Revolution,  being-  only  sixteen  vears  old  at  the  time 
of  his  service.  The  father,  Josiah  Atwood,  was 
born  on  the  same  place,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
there,  ownii-ig  at  the  time  of  his  death  400  acres  of 
land.  He  tlicd  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixtv.-nine 
years,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Prudence  Kellogg,  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  She  was  born  on  the  Kellogg 
homestead  in  Xewington,  a  half-mile  west  of  the 
church,  and  was  a  daughter  of  ^lartin  and  Hannah 
(Robbins)  Kellogg.  Josiah  Atwood  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  day,  served  as  countv  comn-iissioner 
for  three  years,  and  was  once  candidate  of  his  party 
for  State  senator,  but  was  defeated.  He  was  a 
major  in  the  Connecticut  militia.  Charles  K.,  our 
subject,  is  the  eldest  in  his  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. Josiah  Elbert,  a  farmer,  was  killed  on  the 
third-rail  road  in  the  western  part  of  X'ewington  in 
August,  i8y8.  Thomas  Robbins  is  engaged  in 
fan-ning  with  our  subject.  John  ^Vlitchelson,  now 
living  on  a  farm  near  \\  ichita,  Kans.,  was  graduated 
from  Trinity  College  in  1849,  valedictorian  of  his 
class,  and  later  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Princeton,  111.,  finally  removing  to  Wichita,  Kans., 
where  he  was  judge  of  the  city  court.  Harriet  Pru- 
dence married  John  S.  Kirkham,  of  X'ewington.  and 
is  now  deceased.  iNIary  Ixellogg  is  the  present  wife 
of  John  S.  Kirkham.  Julia  Xorton,  who  was  in- 
jured at  the  tirne  her  brother  was  killed,  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject. 

Charles  K.  Atwood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  home  farm, 
and  his  primary  education  was  obtained  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  X'ewington.  Subsequently  he  at- 
tended school  in  Glastonbury  and  Berlin  for  one 
term  each;  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  the  academy 
in  Xewington ;  and  for  one  year  took  a  private 
course  of  study  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Brace,  then  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Xewington.  In  1839  he  entered  Yale,  where  he 
pursued  the  regular  course,  and  was  gradnatetl  in 
1843,  after  which  he  studied  law  in  Hartford  for 
one  year  with  Gov.  Toucey,  and  for  the  same  length 


j  of  time  with  Francis  Fallows.    He  was  admitted  to 
I  the  ]>ar  during  the  March  term  of  court,  184^).  and 
I  for  a  tin-ic  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  Harl- 
j  ford,  but  tinally,  in  response  10  his  father's  urgent  rc- 
j  quest,  he  returned  home  t(j  assi>t  in  carrying  nn 
I  his  large  farming  interests,  and  has  since  remained 
1  on  the  old  homestead,  his  time  and  attention  being 
i  dt.\'oted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
I        Mr.  Atwood  is  a  getitleman  of  culture  and  re- 
I  fmement,  and  keeps  well  posted  on  the  leading  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day.    He  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  Inu  being  opposedi  to 
the  free  coinage  of  silver  at  a  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one 
he  voted  for  Palmer  and  Buckner  in  i8y6.    In  1872 
he  was  elected  to  the  vState  Legislatiire  as  the  first 
representative   from   Xewington,  which   the  }ear 
previous  had  been  separated  from  Wetlierstleld.  At 
the  first  town  meeting  he  was  made  first  selectman, 
and  most  accejitably  filled  that  office  for  several 
years,  until  he  refused  to  hold  it  longer.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  Xewington  Grange.  Since 
1870  he  has  served  as  deacoi-i  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  has  always  taken  a  j)rominent  part  in 
church  work.    During  the  long  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  has  championed  every  rnovement  de- 
signed to  promote  the  general  welfare,  has  sup- 
ported every  enterprise  for  the  public  sfood,  anrl  has 
materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  social, 
educational  and  moral  interests. 

I  JA:.iES  HEXRY  HASKIXS,  one  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  progressive  of  the  tobacco  raisers 
of  Suftield,  was  born  in  Washington,  Berkshire 
Co.,  ^lass.,  Aug.  II,  1829. 

xAmos  Haskins,  gran.dfather  of  Jan-ies  H.  Has- 
kins,  was  a  native  of  Salisbn.ry,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  whence  he  removed 
to  Washington,  I\Iass.,  there  engaging  in  farming 
and  stock  raising.  Fie  married  Lovisa  Bills,  and 
the  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Orrin,  Amos,  James,  John,  Charles,  Sara, 
Lovisa,  -\Iary  and  X'ancy,  all  now  deceased  with 
the  exception  of  }vlary,  who  lives  in  Joliet,  111., 
and  Charles,  who  makes  his  home  in  Rockford, 
same  State.    The  father  of  this  family  was  a  Whig 

I  in  |X)litics.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  on  his  farm 
ii-i  Washington,  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Orriti  Haskins,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Washington,  ]Mass.,  was  reared  on  the  hon-ie  farm 
and  was  educated  in  the  comon  schools.  When  quite 
a  youth  he  was  drafted  for  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
stationed  at  Boston.  Fie  served  as  selectn-ian  of  his 
native  town  for  some  years,  and  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  oi-i  the  old  homestead  until  1847, 
when  he  sold  his  place  and  came  to  Suffield,  Conn., 
]:»urchasing  the  place  known  as  the  Beamont  farm. 
There  he  passed  away  in  1853,  in  the  fifty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  very  liberal  in  his  church 
views,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat,  but  was  no 
office    seeker.     Orrin    Haskins   married  Celestia 
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SpoUiiian.  a  native  of  Ijiaiivilk'.  .Mass.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  seven  children  :  Levi,  who  (hcd 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  janies  1:1. ,  onr  subject; 
:Salonia,  wife  of  Jarvis  Xorcott.  of  I^ecket.  .Mass. ; 
Maria,  who  married  .\ndre\v  J]arnes,  of  Miiidle- 
fiekl,  .Mass.;  Marion,  deceascil:  Sarah,  wlio  died 
^vhen  two  \  ears  old;  and  a  twin  that  died  unnamed. 
After  the  death  of  Orrin  Ilaskins  his  widow  mar- 
ried George  i-uller,  but  of  this  miion  there  was 
no  issue.  The  mother  of  the  above  named  family  was 
a  pious  member  of  the  Congregational  Churcli ;  she 
died  in  iSj6,  and  her  remains  were  reverently  laid 
to  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  the  Suffreld 
cemetery. 

James  H.  Haskins,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  only  an  ordinary  district-school 
education  in  ^\'ashington,  }^Iass..  and  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Suffield,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  remaining  with  them 
iintil  the  father's  death,  when  he  paid  off  all  claims 
and  assumed  sole  charge  of  the  farm.    He  made 
extensive    improvements    thereon,    and  engaged 
largely  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  as  well  as  in 
general  farming  and  stock  raising,  tmtil  1S92,  when 
he  came  to  his  present  home.    Here  he  has  also 
made  extensive  improvements  and  is  verv  pleas-  { 
antly  domiciled.    He  owns  one  hundred  acres,  and, 
as  he  thoroughly  understands  the  theory  and  prac-  ! 
tice  of  agriculture,  has  met  with  complete  success  | 
in  his  various  operations.    His  surroundings  speak 
well  for  his  industry,  taste  and  skill,  and  his  farm  ' 
is  a  model  of  its  kind.  j 

Mr.  Haskins  was  joined  in  matrimony,  April  j 
25,  1854,  in  Suffield,  with  }^Iiss  CNlary  Ann  Hast-  ! 
ings.  a  native  of  the  town,  and  a  daughter  of  Will-  | 
iam  and  Lydia   (Remington)   Hastings,  also  na-  I 
tives  of  Suffield.    This  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:     Ida  ]M.,  who  died  young; 
James  O. :  William  Henry,  who  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  Xellie  ^l..  wife  of  .Apollos 
Fuller,  of  Suffield ;  and  Charles  Edward,  the  pres- 
ent occupant  of  the  old  homestead  in  Suffield  owned  I 
Iby  his  grandfather  and  later  by  his  father.  Charles 
E.  Haskins  married  Lizzie  K.  P'uller,  who  has 
borne  him  one  son,  Edward  X. 

In  politics  Mr.  Haskins  is  a  Democrat,  and  at 
dififerent  times  he  has  been  a  candidate  for  repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Legislature,  but  the  town 
being  strongly  Republican  he  was  defeated.  He 
served  as  a  selectn-an  of  Suffield  from  1881  until 
1883,  during  his  last  year  in  that  incumbency  being 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  a  final  settlement 
of  the  boundary  line  between  Suffield  and  Granbv, 
Avhich  had  been  in  dispute  for  several  years.  .After 
the  case  had  been  in  litigation  for  a  time  the  court 
appointed  a  commission  of  three  men  to  settle  the 
question,  and  most  of  the  points  were  decided  ac- 
cording to  ]Mr.  Haskins'  original  claim.  Our  sub- 
ject has  also  served  as  a  grand  juror.  He  and  his 
wife,  with  their  surviving  children,  are  adherents 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  all  are  highly  respected 
for  their  individual  merits. 


j       WALTER  WIXG  COWLES  has  done  his  full 
share  in  adtling  lustre  to  a  name  already  respected 
!  and  "familiar  as  household  words"  in  Hartford 
■  county,  especially  in  .Manchester  and  the  neighboring 
'■  towns.    His  trout  preserve,  one  of  the  finest,  if  not 
the  finest,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  is  known  to 
all  who  liave  any  interest  in  that  direction  in  this 
;  part  of  the  country. 

'       Mr.  Cowles  was  born  Feb.  15,  184.).,  on  the  farm 
j  in  the  town  of  ^Manchester  where  he  makes  his 
!  home,  son  of  Francis  \\'.  Cowles,  and  grandson  of 
;  Stephen  Cowles,  a  native  of  Springfield,  \  t.,  who  in 
i  about  1834  "came  with  his  family  to  Hartford  coun- 
i  ty.  Conn.,  locating  at  Flilliardville,  where  he  began 
j  work  in  the  woolen  mills.    The  trip  was  made  in 
the  winter  time,  with  sled  and  ox-tean:.  Stephei; 
Cowles  passed  away  in  1847,      the  advanced  age  of 
'  ninety-two  years.    He  was  tall  and  sjjare  in  build. 
I  His  family  consisted  of  nine  children:  Stephen, 
I  .\ustin,  Eliza,  Francis  W.,  Paulina,  Xancy,  IMarlha. 
Mary  and  \\'alter. 

Francis  W.  Cowles  was  born  July  4,  1S05,  in 
Springfield.  \'t.,  and  in  early  manhood  came  to 
Hartford  county,  wdiere  he  becanie  one  of  the  most 
infiuential  men  of  his  day.  He  was  a  self-made 
man,  having  few  opporttmities  in  his  yotinger  life, 
for  when  a  mere  boy  he  began  work  in  the  Hilliard 
woolen  mills,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went 
to  Buckland's  Corners,  where  at  that  time  there  v\-as 
a  hotel  and  stage  stables  located  on  the  old  stage 
road  between  Boston  and  Hartford.  Here  he  was 
employed  until  he  reached  his-  majority,  when  he 
purchased  the  old  tavern,  and  he  conducted  it  sttc- 
cessfully  until  1846,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  \\'alter  W.  in 
Manchester  town.  He  carried  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  breeding  Jersey  cattle,  and  for 
the  first  few  years  had  a  general  store  in  connection 
at  Buckland's  Corners.  iMr.  Cowles  became  inti- 
mately identified  with  the  history  and  advancement 
of  Flartford  countv,  and  his  personal  worth  and  pop- 
ularity may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  he  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Jacques  and 
Ralph  Cheney  were  the  only  Democrats  who  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Manchester  in  the  Legislature 
since  it  w'-as  set  oflf  from  the  town  of  East  Hart- 
ford, in  1834.  A  more  complete  mention  of  this 
esteemed  citizen  w-ill  be  foimd  in  the  sketch  of  his 
son,  Clinton  W.,  elsewhere. 

On  X'ov.  12,  1834,  Francis  W.  Cowles  was  mar- 
ried to  ■Miss  Harriet  Wing,  of  East  Hartford,  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvanus  Wing,  and  they  had  a  family  of  five 
children :  Albert  F.,  who  is  a  farmer  of  ^Manchester 
town;  Harriet,  who  died  in  18^8;  Clinton  W.,  a 
proniinent  citizen  of  ^lanchester;  Walter  W. ;  and 
Martha  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Dwight  .A..  Moulton, 
of  California,  who  is  at  present  assistant  State  treas- 
urer of  that  State.  Air.  Cowles'  deat'n  occurred  in 
Manchester,  March  10,  1880,  when  he  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age. 

During  his   early  life   Walter  W.   Cowles  re- 
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ceivcd  every  opopruuiity  for  obiaining  a  good  ed- 
ucation, attending-  the  eonmion  schools  of  tne  lionie 
neiyhborluod,  the  Snliield  Ingli  schoi^'ls  and  Lit- 
erary Institnte  of  Sntlield,  and  i£ast  Grenwieh  Sem- 
inary, renuuning  at  soht-iol  until  he  wa^  twenty 
years  of  age.  Returning  to  the  lionic  farm,  lie  was 
engaged  tnereon  until  m  1809  he  and  his  brother, 
Chnton  W'.,  engaged  in  the  hotel  busmcss  at  .Man- 
chester, having  purchased  the  "Weaver  Hotel," 
wliich  has  since  been  known  as  the  "Cowles  Hotel." 
After  i<'S73  our  subject  had  entire  charge  of  the 
business  until  18S1,  when  he  again  took  tip  his  res- 
idence on  the  farm,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
This  IS  a  highly  improved  and  valuable  tract  of  200 
acres,  and  in  addition  to  extensive  operations  in  gen- 
eral farming  Mr.  Cowles  is  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing.and  the  care  of  his  trout  preserve,  breeding  Jer- 
sey cattle  and  a  standard  grade  of  hue  driving  horses. 

While  on  a  summer  visit  to  the  seashore,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Plymouth,  ]\Iass.,  I\Ir.  Cowles  became  in- 
terested in  the  trout  preserves  so  numerous  in  that 
locality,  and  recalling  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  springs  start  tip  on  his  farm  m  various  parts  of 
the  estate,  feeding  the  brook  which  runs  its  entire 
length,  he  was  convinced  that  he  could  make  a  suc- 
cess of  the  industry  at  home.  1  he  idea  took  sub- 
stantial form  in  1S95,  when  he  had  his  first  pond, 
covering  an  area  of  three  acres,  made,  and  in  1S97 
a  second,  about  the  same  size,  was  constructed.  Be- 
sides there  are  dozens  of  pools  along  the  little  stream, 
and  ]\Ir.  Cowles  at  present  has  at  least  500,000 young- 
trout,  and  about  four  tons  of  two  and  three-year-old 
fish.  The  place  is  equipped  with  everv  facility  for 
the  successful  conduct  of  this  business,  our  subject 
owning  his  own  trout  hatchery,  etc..  and  in  1899  he 
gave  four  million  trout  eggs  to  the  State  to  be  used 
in  stocking  strearns.  His  fish  find  a  ready  market, 
selhng  at  from  sixty  cents  to  one  dollar  per  pound. 
In  this  connection  !Mr.  Cowles  has  become  especially 
well  known,  for  he  was  instrumental  in  passing  a 
bill  through  the  Legislature  during  the  past  session 
making  it  lawful  to  market  trout  from  Feb.  i  to 
Oct.  I,  the  previous  law  having  limited  the  time  to 
three  months  in  the  year,  from  April  i,  to  July  i. 
Mr.  Cowles  has  also  been  closely  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  his  own  locality,  and  has  served  efficiently 
as  road  commissioner  (for  eleven  years)  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  giving  unbounded  satisfaction. 
Like  all  the  members  of  his  family,  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  73,  A. 
F.  &  A.  ^L 

On  May  28,  1879,  Walter  W.  Cowles  was  mar- 
ried to  ^liss-  Hattie  Fuller,  a  native  of  ^vlanchester, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children : 
Florence,  born  June  6,  1880:  Clinton  \\'.,  Drc.  7. 
1882;  Arline,  Nov.  17,  1888  (who  died  Feb.  i, 
1893)  ;Robert,Oct.8,  1894  ;and  Mark,  July  23,  1899. 

SAMUEL  C.  THRALL.  The  Thra'l  home- 
stead in  the  town  of  Windsor  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  estates  in  Hartford  county,  and  is  of  spe- 


cial inlere-'t  to  the  historian,  as  it  has  lieen  in  tlic 
possession  of  the  family  from  pioneer  times.    Ti  c 
j  fertility  of  its  i)road  acrc'^.  extending  along  the 
I  banks  (.if  tlu-  l-'annington  river,  has  never  lioen  ex- 
!  hausted,  the  judicious  u-e  of  scientific  methods  (!f 
I  farming  having  preveiite<l  die  failure  of  soil  si> 
[  often  deplored  in  our  older  settlements.    The  pres- 
1  ent  commodi(nis  brick  re^^ideiice  was  built  in  1879, 
j  taking  the  place  of  a  l)U']diiig  <.rected  by  Wiliiam 
I  Thrall,  our  subject's  uncle,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  stibslantial  in  tlds  section.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  man  whose  long  and  use- 
ful life  has  won  for  him  the  resi)ect  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  community,  and  in  giving  a  prominent 
place  to  the  following  history  we  are  but  paying  a 
just  tribute  to  his  personal  worth. 

The  spelling  of  the  family  name  was  somewhat 
varied  in  the  old  days,  the  records  giving  it  as 
Thrale,  Thrail,  Trail  and  Thrall.  The  first  an- 
cestor of  wlioni-a  definite  account  has  been  pre- 
served was  William  Thrall,  who  came  to  \\'indsor 
before  the  Pecfuot  -\var,  in  w-h.ich  he  took  an  active 
part.  In  1646  lie  jriined  w-itli  Robert  Winslow  in 
the  purchase  of  'Tloyte's  Meadow"  from  Sinion 
Hoyte,  and  later  he  settled  there  w-ith  his  family. 
As  they  w-ere  quite  a  distance  from  any  neighi)or& 
and  were  thus  exposed  to  stidden  night  attacks  from 
the  Indians,  the  Court  exempted  him  from  the  duty 
of  "watch  and  word,"  to  which  all  able-bodied  men 
in  the  settlement  were  liable.  Ever  since  his  time 
the  land  has  been  the  home  of  the  Thralls,  suc- 
cessive generations  maintaining  the  reputation  of 
the  family  for  thrift,  industrv,  pubhc  spirit  and  all 
that  constitutes  good  citizenship. 

David  Thrall,  our  stibject"s  grandfather,  fol- 
lowed farming  at  the  homestead  throughout  his 
life.  He  married  Zulima  Denslow.  and  had  four 
sons :  Joel,  William,  Harvey  and  Horace.  There 
were  also  several  daughters,  of  whom  Sarah  mar- 
ried Elijah  Griswold ;  Alary  married  Hezekiah  Gris- 
wold,  and  moved  to  Xew  York  State ;  another 
datighter,  Flulda,  never  married. 

Hon.  Horace  Thrall,  the  father  of  otir  subject, 
was  born  July  26,  1795,  in  a  hottse  which  stood  a 
short  distance  to  the  east  of  the  present  residence 
of  our  subject.  Fie  was  ahvays  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  his  fine  mental  gifts  and  high 
character  gave  him  much  influence  among  his  wdde 
circle  of  acquaintances.  Politically  he  was  a  strong 
Democrat,  and  at  times  he  served  in  local  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  w-hile  for  one  term  he  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  On 
March  14,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  J.  W^ilson, 
who  was  born  Aug.  16,  1806,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Calvin  and  Submit  (Denslow)  Wilson.  Her  father 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  leading  citizen  of 
Windsor  town,  residing  in  Poquonock.  She  died 
I  April  22,  1846,  and  Dec.  25,  1848,  Mr.  Thrall  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Elliott,  who  was  born  July  6, 
1816,  and  died  May  17,  1S50.  On  March  14,  1854, 
he  married  Juliana  Treadway  Huntington  (  widow 
of  -Simeon  Huntington),  who  was  born  Sept.  11, 
1808,  and  died  May  16,  1880.  His  death  occurred 
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Jan.  31. 1 865. and  was  strangely  prcJictod  by  himself. 
On  Sunday.  Jan.  29,  1805,  he  hitched  up  a  team  of 
Mack  colts,  that  he  owneil.  and  went  out  for  a  drive. 
He  returned  shortly  before  noon,  apparently  as  well 
as  ever,  as  he  was  a  well-pre-^erved  man.  but  toolv  to 
his  bed  almost  at  once,  staling-  m  his  familv  tliat  he 
was  going  to  die  on  the  Tuesday  following  at  10 
F.  M.  It  seemed  unlikely,  but  on  .\londay  he  settled 
up  his  altairs,  talking-  as  intelligently  as  ever  and 
dictating-  all  dispositions  to  be  made  of  his  ])rop- 
crly.  His  son  Thomas  M.  was  to  have  been  mar- 
ried on  Feb.  14.  but  fully  believing-  that  he  would 
not  live  until  that  day  he  retjuested  that  the  cere- 
mony be  performed  during-  his  lifetime,  and  it 
was  soleninizcd  on  Jan.  31,  the  day  he  died  aged 
sixty-nine  years  and  six  months.  As  he  had  pre- 
dicted the  hour  of  his  departure  froni  this  earth, 
watch  was  closely  kept.  He  showed  no  signs  of 
passing  away  until  the  clock  struck  ten  on  Tuesdav 
evening,  wb.en  he  suddenly  lost  consciousness,  and 
one  hour  later  had  passed  away.  This  strange  oc- 
currence attracted  wide  notice,  and  was  witnessed 
by  many. 

Mr.  Thrall  had  a  large  fan-iilv  of  children,  all 
by  his  first  marriage :  ( i  )  Charles  \\'.,  born  Sept. 
19,  1824.  died  Jan.  14,  1862,  at  Poquonock,  unmar- 
ried. He  was  a  farmer  and  merchant,  and  at  one 
time  a  gristmill  owner.  (2)  Horace  H..  born  July 
7,  1825,  died  December,  1897.  For  twenty-two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  paper-mill  work,  being  a 
foreman  for  much  of  that  time,  and  he  was  also 
interested  in  mercantile  business  at  -Poquonock  and 
later  in  farming.  He  was  a  leading  Democrat,  and 
served  -  as  second  selectman  for  many  years.  In 
November,  1856.  he  married  Charlotte  A.  W'airous, 
and  they  had  two  daughters,  Gertrude  A.,  wife  of 
\V.  G.  Clark,  of  Poquonock;  and  Eliza  wife  of 
Leroy  Sykes,  of  Sufneld.  (3)  Laura  Z.,  born  Jan. 
30,  1829,  married  Salmon  Clark.  Sept.  S.  1850.  and 
died  in  \\'indsor.  Dec.  22,  1883.  She  had  three 
children,  Eliza  A.,  Charles  O.,  and  a  twin  of  the 
latter  who  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Oliver  ^\'.,  born 
July  II,  1830,  w^as  a  farmer  at  the  homestead,  where 
he  died  Dec.  28,  1892,  unmarried.  (5)  Joseph  G., 
born  Sept.  14,  1831,  is  a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Windsor.  On  Sept.  8,  1880,  lie  married  Vesta  E. 
Bartlett.  (6)  Samuel  C.  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (7)  Edward  E.,  born  Feb.  6.  1837,  married 
Flavia  A.  Howe.  (8"^  Thomas  M.,  born  Xov.  23, 
1840.  died  May  21,  1889  (further  mention  is  made 
of  him  elsewhere  K  (  9)  \\'illard  A.,  born  Aug.  24, 
1842,  is  a  farmer  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  and  is 
known  as  the  pioneer  peach  grower  of  that  locality, 
and  the  most  extensive  one.  He  received  excellent 
educational  advantages,  as  he  had  four  years  at 
Windsor  Academy,  and  two  years  at  private  school 
in  Poquonock.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  Demo- 
crats of  the  town,  and  is  exceptionally  f>opular  as  an 
official,  his  work  as  assessor  being  quite  thorough 
and  efficient.  Fie  married  Miss  Helen  Churchill,  of 
Little  Falls,  X.  Y.,  and  has  three  children,  Henry 
W.,  Howard  C,  and  Laura  II. 


Samuel  C.  Tin  all  was  born  at  the  homestead 
Mav  30.  1833,  and  was  educated  at  tlie  old  brick 
\  school  b.ouse  in  District  Xo.  7,  of  Windsor,  wh.ere 
manv  of  the  hot  citizens  received  their  early  \\\- 
slruciiou.    Among  his  first  teachers  were  Jett  .Aus- 
tin and  a  Mr.  Barlow.    He  was  reared  to  farn-i 
work,  and  (Mi  leaving  school  turned  bis  attention  to 
the  management  ol  the  old  farm.    He  and  his  broth- 
:  ers  were  all  healthy,  luuscular  bovs,  Oliver  being 'the 
I  heaviest,  our  subject  the  ligl-.test,  and  at  one  time 
I  the  nine  children,  including  the  sister,  had  a  com- 
:  bined  weight  of  more  than  two  thousand,  two  hun- 
dred pounds!    As  the  work  of  the  homestead  did 
■  not  require  the  constant  help  of  all  the  boys,  some 
of  tb.em  were  employed  by  neighboring  farmers,  but 
i  in  i860  Oliver,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Thon-ias  and  Wil- 
I  lard  formed  a  partnership  and  took  charge  of  the 
homestead.  -  Desiring  .  more  land,  thev  ]uirchased 
tracts  from  tin-ie  to  time  until  they  had  a  farm  which 
j  taxed  even  their  energies  to  cultivate.    The  part- 
I  nershijj  lasted  several  years.  tl:e  utmost  harmot-iy 
I  prevailing-  in  their  settlements,  which  were  infor- 
I  mally  made  between  themselves,  but  as  one  after  an- 
other n-iarried  the  imn-iense  estate  was  divided,  and 
our  subject  is  now-  the  only  one  remaining  at  the 
homestead  proper.    A\'hile  he  is  in  excellent  health, 
being  physically  and  mentally  active,  he  has  re- 
\  tired  from  business,  the  control  of  the  farm  being 
given  to  his  nephew,  Frederick  H.  Thrall.  Al- 
though our  subject  has  never  married,  his  material 
needs  have  been  well  cared  for.  as  his  brother  Thom- 
as n-!arried  a  most  excellent  wife  and  settled  at  the 
homestead,  which  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  com- 
fort under  her  skillful  management.    In  his  manner 
iVlr.  Thrall  is  unassuming,  and  his  kindliness  of 
heart  is  well  known,  as  he  has  alwavs  been  ready  to 
I  aid  in  any  case  of  need.    It  is  a  rule  in  the  familv 
that  no  one  shall  ever  be  turned  from  the  house  hun- 
gry, and  hospitality  is  never  refused  to  the  v/av- 
farer.    Like  all  of  his  family  he  is  a  stanch  Deni.;- 
crat,  and  takes  keen  interest  in  the  party's  welfare, 
but  beyond  voting  regularly  he  is  not  active  in  the 
practical  v."ork  of  the  organization. 

WILLIAAI  PEARCE.  the  well-known  superin-  . 
tendent  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co.,  Plants- 
ville,  has  the  distinction  of  having  won  the  proud 
American  title  of  a  self-made  man.  He  possesses 
fine  ability  in  mechanical  lines,  and  this,  together 
with  his  great  determination  and  energy,  has  enabled 
him  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
his  path,  and  work  his  way  steadily  upward  to  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  born  in  Avlesbury,  I'nckinghani- 
shire.  Eng'and,  Dec.  23,  1846,  a  son  of  Edward  and 
Sarah  (Mead)  Pearce,  who  came  to  America  in  184S 
and  located  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  w-here  the  father 
conducted  a  bakery  for  a  short  time.  He  then  re- 
j  moved  to  Glastonbury.  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  the 
',  mat-iufacture  of  spectacles  until  1870.  when  he  came 
to  Southington  and  worked  in  the  shops,  first  v.-ith 
the  H.  D.  Smith  Co.,  and  later  with  the  Atwater 
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Manufacturing  Co.  He  died  in  Soutliinston,  Ai'iril  j 
■jj,  1884.  In  his  family  were  the  following  chil- 
*lren  :  Chaiiiitte,  wife  of  Robert  MeXaugluon  :  Ed- 
ward T. ;  William:  Mary,  wife  of  William  rerry, 
;nul  later  of  Robert  Swanton  ;  and  Mercy,  wife  of 
Richard  Cowles. 

Mr.  Rearce  was  t\so  }-ears  old  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and  in  Hartford 
county  he  was  reared  ar.d  educated,  attending  the 
public  schools.  Jn  early  life  he  served  a  three-years' 
apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade  with  W'ood- 
rutY  l'>each.  of  Hartford,  and  later  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  ten  years.  In  January,  1875,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  ii.  Savage  li'  Co..  of  South- 
ington,  as  foreman  of  their  machinery  department, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  three  and  one-half 
3-ears.  In  July,  1S78,  he  accepted  the  superintend-  : 
€ncy  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Piants- 
ville,  wliieh  responsible  position  he  has  since  most 
creditably  hlled.  He  has  also  been  a  director  of  and 
stockholder  in  the  company  for  tifteen  years.  Mr. 
Pearce  is  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind,  and  has  taken 
out  some  forty  dilTerent  patents,  among  the  most  im- 
portant being  an  ox-shoe,  reducing  the  cost  of  man- 
^lfacture  from  seventy-five  dollars  to  eleven  dollars 
per  ton;  also  a  patent  nail-puller,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  pull  the  nail  straight  as  well  as  easily, 
that  it  may  be  used  a  second  time  or  more,  and  at 
the  same  time  lessen  the  cost  of  production.  He 
lias  also  made  several  inventions  on  carriage  coup- 
lings, now  used  extensivelv  through.out  the  world, 
the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co.  being  the  principal 
manufacturer  of  these  in  the  United  States.  'Sir. 
Pearce  is  known  among  his  fellow  townsmen  for  his 
reliability  in  all  trade  transactions,  and  justly  merits 
their  confidence  and  regard.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Wdlliam  Perry  Lodge.  Xo.  50,  K.  P. 

In  1866  'Mr.  Pearce  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eva  F.  Brown,  a  daughter  of  George  L.  and 
Alma  A.  (Cook)  Brown,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
to  this  union  two  children  have  been  born ;  Edward 
L. ;  and  Bertha  G.,  now  the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Plartlev. 

JOHN  DEXTER  AX  DREWS,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  ColHnsville  Savings  Society,  is  a 
man  whose  probity  and  sound  busmess  judgrnent 
lend  strength  and  i)restige  to  any  enterprise  with 
Avhich  he  may  be  connected.  The  bank  has  a  sur- 
plus of  about  $55,000.  the  largest  percentage  of  any  | 
savings  bank  in  the  State,  and  since  ]\Ir.  Andrev/s 
became  associated  with,  the  institution  the  number 
of  depositors  has  increased  from  400  to  1,700.  Mr. 
Andrews  is  a  seif-made  man.  having  begun  his 
career  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  contractor  and 
Guilder  with  no  capital  except  his  abilities,  and  his 
success  affords  a  pleasing  illustration  of  the  old 
adage,  "Where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 

Our  subject  was  born  March  15,  1833,  Ash- 
field,  r^Iass.  At  an  early  day  three  brotliers  named 
Andrews  came  from  England,  one  settling  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, one  in  Connecticut  and  one  in  Georgia. 
James  Andrews,  cur  subject's  grandfather,  .was 


j  htirn  in  Massachusetts,  and  made  his  home  there 
throughout  life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  but 
Ids  wife,  Sarah,  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four,  her  death  being  caused  by  a  fall  from 
a  coach  in  a  runaway.  'J"he_v  had  several  children, 
among  wh.om  was  a  son..  Rodi.ilphus. 

Rodolphus  Andrews,  our  subject's  father,  was 
liorn  and  reared  in  Massachusetts  and  became  a 
farmer  ami  general  mechanic,  being  able  to  make 
almost  anything  from  a  waterwheel  to  a  clock.  He 
located  at  Ashtield,  Mass.,  and  later  in  Xew  York 
State,  and  his  d.eath  occurred  in  Illinois  in  1856. 
His  wife,  Lois  Kellogg,  who  died  in  1843,  was  a 
native  of  Xev.-  Hartioril,  and  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Michael  and  Sarah  Ivellogg.  fk'r  family  has  been 
promip.ent  in  Xew  England  from  an  early  period, 
and  numbers  among  its  members  Clara  Louise  Kel- 
logg, the  famous  singer.  Capt.  ^Michael  Kellogg 
resided  at  Xew  Hartford,  and.  realizing  the  value 
of  the  water  power  at  the  Xorth  End,  he  built  the 
first  mill  there,  disregarding  both  advice  and  crit- 
icism from  less  acute  and  far-sighted  business  men. 
Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six 
children.  (i)  The  first  child,  a  son,  died  in  m- 
fancy.  (2)  Almira  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
(3)  Louise  married  Andrew  Slawson,  and  died  at 
Piqua.  Ohio,  leavmg  four  children.  (4)  Sarah 
married  Charles  \'an  \'elzor,  of  Princeton,  III., 
and  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  (5) 
George  W.,  a  bridge  builder,  died  at  Rockport, 
Ohio,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children. 

In  1837  the  family  removed  to  Baldwinsville, 
X".  Y.,  then  a  newly  settled  district,  and  as  our 
subject  was  then  about  four  years  old  his  early 
recollections  cover  an  interesting  ph^se  of  pioneer 
life.  At  fourteen  he  came  to  Connecticut  to  re- 
side with  an  uncle,  George  Kellogg,  of  Winsted, 
later  spent  two  years  with  an  uncle  in  X'ew  Hart- 
ford, and  then  went  to  the  home  of  another  uncle, 
wdiere  he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eight- 
een. Lie  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner 
in.  X'ew  Hartford,  and  while  serving  his  apprentice- 
ship refused  a  tempting  offer  to  break  his  agree- 
ment with  his  employer.  The  latter  rewarded  him 
by  giving  him  his  time  after  two  and  one-half 
years,  and  in  Septem.ber,  1854,  he  settled  himself 
in  business  in  Coliinsville.  ^lany  houses  in  that 
vicinity  stand  as  evidence  of  his  skill, 
j  In  1858  ]Mr.  Andrews  became  connected  with 
The  Collins  Company  and  later  entered  the  machete 
department,  spending  two  and  one-half  years  in  the 
handle  room ;  for  some  years  he  took  contracts  for 
the  company.  In  1869  the  foreman  of  the  machete 
department  died  and  Mr.  Andrevv's  took  the. posi- 
tion of  foreman,  which  he  held  nearly  twenty-three 
years,  resigning  June  15,  1891.  In  the  meantime  he 
became  interested  in  the  Coliinsville  Savings  So- 
ciety, in  which  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees  for  some  time,  and  in  1891  he  took  his 
present  position.  In  1868  he  opened  a  grocery  in 
Coliinsville,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Codding,  under 
the  name  of  tne  Union  Trading  Co.,  with  the  ob- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


957 


jccl  of  ]^ri.>viiliii,!;-  the  lu-cossarics  of  life  at  low 
cost.  The  ])ooi>U'  uf  the  villa;;o  had  previously  been 
obliged  to  jiav  exorbitant  ]iriei.s  for  such  supplies, 
and  their  patroriai:;e  of  the  new  lirni  ^hou■ed  their 
appreeiation  of  the  lair  dealing'  which  characterized 
its  transactions,  the  business  anu'untii-.;^  to  about 
$20,000  annually.  The  store  \\as  kept  open  only 
at  night,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  after  Ins  work  as  fore- 
man in  the  sliop  during  the  day,  would  spend  his 
evenings  over  the  books,  but  in  1883  he  withdrew 
from  the  firm,  i'oliiically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
at  one  time  was  a  "Know-nothing."'  b~or  years  he 
was  active  in  local  affairs,  and  he  has  served  as 
grand  juror  and  trial  )u^tice,  and  for  twelve  years 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but  of  late  he  has  been 
obliged  to  devote  his  attention  more  exclusively  to 
business.  liis  kindness  of  lieart  fouiul  ample  scope 
for  action  during  liis  judicial  service,  as  his  good 
advice  led  to  the  reform  of  many  evil-doers.  Our 
subject  is  a  man  of  lil.ieral  mind,  eminently  just  in 
his  oi)inion  of  men  and  affairs,  and,  while  he  had 
but  limited  advantages  in  youth.  Ins  keen  obser\"a- 
tion  of  life  and  his  wide  range  of  reading  have 
given  him  a  good  practical  education.  PMiysically 
he  has  never  been  robust,  but  by  constant  care  he 
has  avoided  serious  illness,  his  love  of  out-door 
sports  in  youth  having  contributed  nmch  to  his 
good  licalth.  He  is  a  member  of  the  r\Iasonic  fra- 
ternity. 

In  November,  1859,  ^Ir.  Andrews  was  married 
in  Collinsville,  to  ]\Iiss  Abbie  Jane  Horton,  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  and  Delia  Horton,  residents  of  that 
place.  Three  children  were  born  of  the  union : 
Hattie  C,  who  died  aged  five  years ;  IMay,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years;  and  J. 
Leonard,  who  aied  aged  three  and  one-half  years. 

I 

HIRAAI  E:\IERS0X  HODGE,  the  present 
first  selectman  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Marlboro, 
is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old  and  honored 
New  England  family.  His  paternal  grandparents 
Avere  Benaja  and  Rhoda  Hodge,  of  South  Glaston- 
bury, where  the  grandfather  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  until  his  death.  They  had  a  family 
of  nine  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth 
were  as  follows:  Hiram,  Oct.  20,  1797;  Hatsel, 
j\Iarch  19,,  1799;  Selden,  ]\Iay  27,  1801 ;  Benjamin, 
Jan.  6,  1805;  Orin,  Xov.  6,  1S09;  Prudence,  Nov. 
15,  181 1  ;  Rhoda.  Xov.  8,  1813  ;  Lucy,  July  17,  181 5  ; 
and  Alsup,  July  22,  18 18. 

Alsup  Hodge.  :he  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Gla^conbury  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  son-in-law,  Roderick  Hollister,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  his  .time  and  attention  being  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  June  11, 
1877.  He  married  ISIiss  Betsy  Pearson,  who  was 
born  April  23,  181 1,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  ^.Irs.  Hollister,  in  South  Glastonbury,  Jan. 
3,  1898.  In  the  family  were  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  youngest.  Emeline,  born  Dec.  15, 
1845,  is  the  widow  of  Ansel  Bidwell,  a  teamster  of 
North  Glastonbury;  and  Olive,  born  July  29,  1848, 


was  married  June  i,  1872,  to  Ivoderick  ]IoIlister,  a 
farmer  of  South  Glastonbury. 

Hiram  E.  Hodge,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  South  Glastonbury,  ^slarch  23,  185T, 

I  and  auended  the  district  schools  and  also  a  select 
schuL>l  held  in  the  basement  of  the  M.  K.  Ghurch 
in  East  Glastonbury,  presided  over  by  E.  An- 
thony, a  minister.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  he  returned  home,  and  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  also  did  teaming  for  h.is  father, 
who  operated  a  stone  quarry  which  was  located  upon 
his  place,  hor  many  years  our  subject  was  also  in- 
terested in  burning  charcoal.  In  early  life  he  spent 
one  year  working  on  a  farm  in  Batavia,  X.  Y.  After 
his  return  to  Connecticut  he  was  married,  and  lived 
on  the  home  farm  for  a  couple  of  years.  He  then 
went  to  East  Idampton,  ^liddlesex  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  charcoal  burning  for  Hudson  Hollister, 
and  in  1S7S  came  to  ^Marlboro  and  purchased  the 

j  W".  L.  Hills  place.  He  did  teaming  for  the  Marl- 
boro ]\Iills  while  they  were  in  operation,  and  car- 
ried the  mail  between  }vIarlboro  and  East  Hampton, 
making  two  trips  daily.  He  also  hauled  stone, 
wood.  etc.  Subseouentlv  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  from  \\'illiam  Dickinson,  then  comprising  221 
acres,  but  he  has  since  added  to  it  a  ninety-acre 
tract,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  311  acres,  v^-hicli 
he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
on  which  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming. 

On  Jan.  21,  1875,  'Mr.  Hodge  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^Miss  Lavina  Root,  a  native  of  East 
Hampton,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Fidelia 
(Archer)  Root.  To  the  assistance  of  his  thrifty  wife 
our  subject  attributes  much  of  his  success.  They 
have  six  children :  Leslie,  who  is  now  living  in 
^^'estchester ;  Harrison,  who  died  young,  his  death 
resulting  from  a  kick  of  a  horse ;  and  Dwight,  Har- 
old, Grace  and  Jennie,  all  at  home.  The  family  is 
one  of  which  anv  parent  might  be  justly  proud. 

Mr.  Hodge  is  a  hard-working,  energetic  man, 
and  his  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  w-ell-di- 
rected  labors.  He  attends  the  ^lethodist  Church, 
and  politically  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
taking  a  very  prominent  and  influential  part  in 
political  matters  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  party  in  ^Marlboro.  He  was  chosen  selectman 
in  1S94,  1S96,  1897,  1S9S,  1899  and  1900,  and  when 
representative  in  1894-5,  received  two-thirds  of  the 
vote  of  the  town,  which  fact  plainly  indicates  his 
popularity,  and  the  confidence  and  trust  that  his 
fellow  citizens  repose  in  him. 

ANDREW  J.  SHIPMAX.  one  of  the  best- 
known  hotel  men  in  the  Eastern  States,  was  born 
Jan.  12,  1830,  son  of  Samuel  Shipman,  and  grand- 
son of  John  Shipman. 

John  Shipman  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  was 
a  man  of  no  little  prominence  in  the  community, 
being  a  large  land  owner.  He  married  a  Miss  ?Iol- 
lister,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Samuel,  our 
subject's  father;  John,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
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Callu-rinc  ami  Julia,  both  of  whom  married  men  by 
ilie  name  of  J  lunt.  J^hn  Shipman  attained  the  ex- 
traordinary age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  di^d  en- 
jo\iny  the  esteem  of  the  entire  commiunty  in  which 
lie  passed  his  life. 

Samuel  Shipman,  the  lather  of  Andrew  J.,  was 
born  in  17S3,  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn,  lie  received 
his  early  education  at  the  district  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  began  the  life  of  a  farmer,  whicli 
pursuit  he  followed  until  1S37,  in  that  year  remov- 
ing' to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  purchased  tlie  well- 
known  "Rocky  Hill  Hotel."  He  changed  the  name 
to  "Shipman's  Hotel."'  and  under  the  management 
of  himself  and  his  successors  it  became  one  of  the 
most  famous  country  hostelries  of  Xew  England. 
He  was  a  jovial  and  popular  landlord,  and  fariiiliarly 
known  as  "Uncle  Sammy."  The  house  is  of  great 
antiquitv,  having-  been  built  by  Simeon  Williams  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  was  also  famous 
for  its  fish  and  game  dinners,  being  particularlv 
noted  for  the  many  excellent  ways  in  which  shad 
was  served.  It  was  a  favorite  resort  of  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  Hartford,  among  whom  may  be  named 
the  Trumbulls,  the  Stew-arts,  and  a  ^Ir.  Colt  (one 
of  I^lr.  Shipman's  best  patrons),  of  the  Colt's  Arms 
Companv,  whose  establishment  was  frequently  vis- 
ited bv  officers  connected  with  the  armies  of  foreign 
countries,  and  occasionally  by  scions  of  royalty  it- 
self, who  were  anxious  to  become  familiar  with  the 
improvements  which  'Mr.  Colt's  inventions  had 
wrought  in  the  manufacture  of  fire  arms.  On  the 
occasion  of  such  visits  as  these  it  was  iNIr.  Colt's 
custom  to  take  his  guests  aboard  his  little  steam 
yacht  "Dauntless''  and  carry  them  down  the  Con- 
necticut river  to  "Uncle  Sammy's"  tavern,  for  a 
dinner  of  shad  or  game.  The  house  was  situated 
on  what  was  known  as  the  old  ]\Iiddletown  turn- 
pike, running  from  Hartford  to  Xew  Haven,  and 
was  extensively  patronized  by  travelers  along  the 
route.  Samuel  Shipman  married  Maria  Rogers, 
daughter  of  Asa  Rogers,  of  Hartford,  and  a  sister 
of  the  well-known  Rogers  brothers,  manufacturers 
of  silver  plated  ware.  She  became  the  mother  of 
five  children,  of  whom  Andrew  J.  (our  subject)  was 
fourth  in  the  order  of  birth ;  Frank,  the  eldest,  was 
also  a  well-known  hotel  man,  of  East  Eladdam, 
where  he  died  in  1S63;  Albert  died  in  1867:  Alaria 
lost  her  life  through  an  accident,  in  1835  >  ^""^^  Ellen 
is  the  widow  of  Henry  bmith,  of  Hartford.  Samuel 
Shipman  died  in  ^iarch,  1S75,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  seventeen  years  his  junior,  having  been  born  in 
1800,  survived  him  only  four  years.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  1812. 

Andrew  J.  Shipman  was  quite  yottng  when  his 
father  took  charge  of  the  "Rockv  Ilill  Hotel."  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
supplemented  the  training  there  received  by  a  course 
in  Ellington  Academy.  Both  by  instinct  and  train- 
ing his  inclinations  were  bent  in  the  direction  of 
hotel-keeping.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to 
Hartford,  wdicre  he  became  clerk  in  the  "United 
States  Hotel,"  holding  that  position  for  a  year.  The 


next  year  he  pa>sed  ai  a  hotel  in  Wallingford,  and 
from  that  point  went  to  Pittsburg,  I'enn.,  where  he 
was  similarly  emjiloyed  for  four  years,  b  rom  Pitts- 
burg he  remov  ed  to  .\ew  York  Cit\ ,  and  after  being 
emplo\-ed  for  two  years  in  a  hotel  there  went  to 
Wilmington,  X.  C,  wiure  he  remained  until  tlie 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1801.  Ri. turning  to 
Xew  \  ork,  he  soon  found  emi>lovment  in  his  own 
chosen  pursuit;  and  from  that  time  forward  his 
summers  were  spent  at  Xewport,  R.  1.,  where  he  was 
steward  of  the  famous  "  Ocean  Hotel."  The  latter 
post  he  occupied  for  thirty-one  consecutive  years, 
alternating  his  summers  (during  a  jjortion  of  the 
period)  by  performing-  the  duties  of  steward  in  the 
■T'lfth  Avenue  Hotel,  '  in  Xew  York.  In  1897  lie 
retired  from  acti\  e  ousiness  pursuits,  and  bought  his 
father's  old  hotel  at  Rocky  Hill,  which  he  converted 
into  a  modern  residence  for  himself  and  family. 
]\Ir.  Shipman  is  naturally  much  attached  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  his  father  passed  so  many  suc- 
cessful years  and  attained  such  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion, as  a  host.  Elis  father's  record  and  associations 
are  also  a  source  of  legitimate  pride  to  him.  yir. 
Shipman  is  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and 
was  elected  to  the  State  Eegislature  in  1889  and 
1890.    He  is  a  member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M. 

On  Dec.  27,  1S65,  our  subject  married  Aliss  ]Mat- 
sie  J.  Godbee,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Rogers)  Godbee,  of  Sag  Harbor,  E.  I.  They  have 
had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  reared  four 
boys,  one  from  infancy. 

James  Godbee  was  a  sea  captain,  his  first  mari- 
time experience  having  been  gained  as  a  cabin  boy 
on  a  whaling  vessel,  on  which  he  shipped  when  he 
was  but  sixteen  years  of  age.  His  first  cruise  lasted 
three  years,  and  from  that  time  until  1847  he  fol- 
lowed a  sea-faring  life  almost  without  intermission. 
In  the  year  last  mentioned,  in  company  wdth  several 
other  men  of  Sag  Haroor,  he  bought  and  fitt-ed  out 
the  bark  "Hamilton,"  on  which  the  owners  made  a 
voyage  to  California.  Arrived  at  San  Francisco,  he 
jJisposed  of  his  interest  in  the  vessel  and  purchased  a 
schooner,  with  which  he  engaged  in  the  trade  along 
the  California  coast,  dealing  in  vegetables  and  fruits. 
On  his  return  trip  to  the  East  the  vessel  on  which 
he  sailed  was  wrecked  oil  the  coast  of  lower  Califor- 
nia, but  he,  with  a  few  others,  was  rescued,  and 
succeeded  in  saving  some  valuable  express  packages 
committed  to  his  charge,  which  he  safely  delivered 
upon  his  return  to  Xew  York. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  his  home  at  Sag 
Harbor  ^Ir.  Godbee  secured  a  government  contract 
for  the  building  of  life-saving  stations  along  the 
Eong  Island  coast,  which  he  carried  out  with  the 
fidelity  and  keen  business  sense  which  character- 
ized all  his  business  career.  He  was  much  trusted 
by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  frequently  sought  his  ad- 
vice, which  was  always  freely  given.  He  was  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Savings  Bank, 
and  retired  from  active  business  in  1880,  because  of 
failing  eyesight.  He  died  in  1886.  His  widow  is 
still  living,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years, 
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and  makes  hor  homo  with  her  daughter  and  son-in- 
huv,  Mr.  and  -\h^.  Andrew  j.  Shipman.  ]\lr.  and 
l\lrs.  Clodhee  hai.1  a  family  of  live  ehildren  :  J.  I'.il- 
gar,  now  of  Hartford,  wiio  is  seerelary  of  llic 
\\'o\\n  Wire  Mattress  Co.;  Ellen,  widow  of  i>.  J. 
Hnrand,  who  resides  in  New  York  City;  Mary.  Mrs. 
Theodore  Fields,  deceased;  William  1^.,  uf  JJridge- 
hami>ton,  L.  I.;  and  Matsie  J.,  Mrs.  Shipman. 

C.\PT.  ARTHUR  B.  KFJvXl'A'  is  descended 
from  a  long-lived  ancestry,  who  have  been  born  and 
bred  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Hartford  comity, 
which  they  have  tilled  for  more  than  one  hnndred 
years.  His  great-great-grand father  was  Tell  Ree- 
nev,  and  his  son,  Richard  Keeney  (our  subject's 
great-grandfather),  attained  the  ])lienomenal  age 
of  105  vears.  His  grandfather,  Russell  Keeney, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and  his  father.  Por- 
ter Keeney,  lived  to  be  nearly  eigh.ty.  All  his  pa- 
ternal forefathers  were  farmers. 

Ivussell  Keeney  married  Jerusha  Dart,  and  had 
five  cliildren :  Porter  (our  subject's  father),  Betsey 
(who  married  Ira  Keeney),  }ilirmda  (who  became 
the  wife  of  Horace  Keeney),  Woodruff  and  Hulda. 

Porter  Keeney,  our  subject's  father,  married 
Emily  Bidwell,  who  was  born  April  19,  1806,  and 
died  April  17,  1897,  two  days  before  reaching  her 
nniety-lirst  birthday.  To  their  union  were  born  ten 
children,  a  brief  mention  of  some  of  whom  will  be 
of  interest;  Electa  was  born  April  2,  iSjo,  and 
died  Feb.  8,  1838;  Sanford  was  born  Oct.  11,  1827, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  South  ZTanchester  2vlay  5, 
1891  ;  I'Zdwin  was  born  April  13,  1830,  and  is  now  a 
merchant  of  New  London;  Riley,  born  Aug.  13, 
1832,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty,  on  Aug.  9,  1862,  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  having  served  in  the  5th  (or  Colt's) 
Regiment,  Conn.  V.  I. ;  Emily  A.  ( i )  was  born 
Sept.  9,  1835,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1838;  Emily  A.  (2) 
was  born  I\Iay  2,  1838,  and  married  James  Lyons,  of 
South  ^Manchester,  where  she  still  resides ;  Sarah 
R.  was  born  Oct.  22,  1840;  Harriet,  born  July  19, 
1843,  became  the  wife  of  Asa  G.  Hills,  of  ]\Iounl 
"  Pleasant,  Iowa;  one  daughter,  born  in  1845,  lived 
only  a  short_time;  Arthur  B..  is.  referred  to  below. 
The  father  of  this  family  (Porter  Keeney)  was  born 
July  24,  1805,  and  died  April  8,  18S5,  twelve  years 
before  his  wife;  he  was  buried  in  the  East  ceme- 
tery of  Manchester. 

Arthur  B.  Keeney  was  born  March  25,  1849,  on 
the  farm  on  which  his  father  took  up  his  residence 
shortly  after  marriage.  It  is  situated  in  Glaston- 
bury, just  across  the  town  line  from  the  old  Keeney 
homestead,  in  the  town  of  Manchester.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  at  the  common  schools,  and 
the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  were  spent  itpon 
his  father's  farm.  For  ten  years  following  he  was 
employed  in  Chcnev  Bros.'  silk  mill,  and  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
boyhood,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  His  pres- 
ent farm  embraces  seventy-four  acres,  including  the 
"home  place"  of  fourteen  acres.  On  May  o.  T870. 
he  married- Miss   Rose  Wethcrell,  a  daughter  of 


I  William  and  Frances  (Watrous)  Wetherell,  tlie  lat- 
i  ler  a  direct  descendant  (.if  John  Alden,  ui  I'iymonth 
fame.    One  child  has  come  to  this  union.  Harr\-  W., 
'  born  Aug.  7,  1872,  who  un  June  9,  18  )7,  married 
[  Miss  Dorothy  M.  Hall,  of  ^Manchester. 
I        For  several  years  Mr.  Keeney  served  in  ilie  Slate 
i  militia,  with  marked  distinction,    'i'he  date  of  his 
enlistment  in  the  1st  ivcgiment,  Conn.  X.  (/■..  was 
Xov.  10,  1871.  On  April  9,  1877,  he  rose  to  the  rank 
of  sergeant,  and  on  Xov.  9,    1877,   was  commis- 
I  sioned  second  lieutenant,    tie  was  made  tirst  lieu- 
j  tenant  May  14,  1878,  and  captain  Se])t.  1.  1879.  On 
!  Dec.  19,  1SS2,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which 
was  accepted.    His  son  enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany Feb.  16,  1891,  and  he  also  rose  gradually  to 
the  rank  of  captain,  receiving  his  conimissidn  July 
29,  1896,  and  having  the  distinction  of  being  the 
I  voungest  captain  in  the  brigade.    Fie  resigned  in 
1898.^ 

Capt.  Keeney  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  In 
1S96  he  was  elected  tax  collector  of  ]\lanchester,  and 
has  been  re-elected  for  the  fourth  time,  holding  the 
office  for  five  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Alanchester  Center,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  ^Y. 

WILLIS  WILCOX  ^IILDRU.M,  now  post- 
master at  East  Berlin,  possesses  the  aptitude  of  the 
native  of  Connecticut  for  mechanical  skill,  and  has 
been  connected  with  various  prosperous  industrial 
enterprises  of  his  native  State.  He  is  a  man  of 
strong,  earnest  convictions,  which  are  manifested 
by  him  as  a  citizen  and  in  the  various  relationships 
which  constitute  the  career  of  every  useful  member 
of  society.  ^Mr.  ^lildrum  believes  it  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  give  his  attention  to  pohtics,  and  in 
church,  fraternal,  social 'and  business  life  he  ranks 
high  among  his  fellow  tow-nsmen. 

Mr.  ?^Iildrum  was  born  in  East  Berlin,  Oct.  6, 
1846,  son  of  William  Augustus  and  Adelia  I\I.  (Wil- 
cox) ^lildruni.  and  grandson  of  Orrin  ]Mildrum. 
The  father  was  a  contractor  with  the  Peck,  Stow  & 
W'ilcox  Co..  of  East  Berlin,  making  tinman's  tools. 
Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  until  the  age 
of  sixteen,  when  he  entered  a  photograph  gallery  at 
Aleriden.  A  little  later  he  abandoned  photography 
to  learn  the  tool-maker's  trade  with  the  Peck,  Stow 
&  Wilcox  Co.,  remaining  with  that  highly  prosperous 
company  for  six  years,  when  he  began  business  for 
himself  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  D.  C.  Callender 
&  Co.,  jewelers  at  New  Britain  and  Meriden,  and 
the  firm  being  composed  of  D.  C.  &  F.  E.  Callender, 
and  our  subject.  Disposing  of  his  m.ercantile  inter- 
ei-ts,  !Mr.  jMildrum  remained  for  a  time  at  X'ewing- 
ton,  and  was  then  offered  and  accepted  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  Corrugated  !Metal  Co.  He  next  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  fine  jewels  for  surveyors' 
and  electrical  instruments,  which  business  he  still 
conducts,  also  making  jewels  for  all  kinds  of  com- 
passes. 

Mr.  Mildrum  received  his  appointment  of  post- 
master at  East  Berlin,  June  22,  1898.    His  com- 
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mission  was  signoil  l)y  Prosiilcnt  McKinlov  July  9. 
lN>>^.  the  office  liaviiii;  Ikxmi  made  a  rresulciuial  one 
{Iv.niiL;  tlie  soccmkI  adininisiraiion  of  rresidenl  Lleve- 
laiul/  In  pol.tic?  our  sulijeet  is  an  anltut  Keimlili- 
can,  and  snieo  earlv  inaniiood  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  pubhc  atYairs.  l-\>r  aliout  riftcen  years 
he  served  on  tlie  school  board,  anu  he  wa-;  also  a 
member  of  the  town  executive  committee.  He  has 
l>een  ottered  and  has  declined  a  number  of  jioluical 
ofiices.  Mr.  Mildrum  is  a  prominent  member  of 
\\'ashington  Lodge,  Xo.  81,  i'".  &  A.  M..  of  Cro.ii- 
well,  aiid  has  filled  the  chairs  of  senior  warden, 
master  and  deacon  in- the  loilge. 

On  Oct.  II,  1871,  Mr.  Mildrum  married  }^Iiss 
Anna  Shelden  Webster,  who  was  born  Feb.  28, 
1S47,  datiglner  of  John  and  Lydia  Frances  Webster, 
of  Xewington.  They  have  two  daugiiters,  Llare 
Ehzabeth  and  Miriain  Lydia.  Clare  Elizabeth,  born 
]\Larch  28.  1873.  married  April  27,  1899,  Rollin  Col- 
vert  Liastress,  of  Shamokin,  Penn.,  at  present  civil 
engmeer  for  the  American  Bridge  Co. :  she  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  New  Britain  high  school,  and  of  INIt. 
Holvoke  College.  South  Hadley,  ^Lass.,  class  of 
1898.  IMiriam  Lydia,  born  April  24,  1875,  attended 
the  Xew  Britain  high  school, and  later  th.e  Xorthheld 
Training  School ;  on  June  6.  1900,  she  became  the 
wife  of  A.  W,  A.  Eden,  of  Brownstown,  Jamaica, 
West  Indies,  wdio  is  a  civil  engineer,  now  with  the 
American  Bridge  Co.  at  East  Berlin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  }vlildrum  are  members  of  the  Sec- 
ond Congregational  Church  of  Berlin,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  standing  committee  of  the  church. 
The  daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  East  Berlin. 

EDWARD  F.  TLIRALL.  Among  the  brave 
men  who  helped  to  n:ake  up  the  quota  from  Con- 
necticut during  the  early  call  for  defenders  of  the 
Union  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  was  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  now  a  well-known  resident  of  the 
town  of  Windsor.  His  prompt  response  as  a  young 
man  to  his  country's  need  was  characteristic,  and 
his  honorable  record  in  private  life  is  no  less  an 
indication  of  personal  worth  and  manly  qualities. 
An  active  career  as  a  merchant  has  been  followed 
by  many  years  of  quiet  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  he  and  his  gifted  wife  now  reside 
upon  an  attractive  farm  near  Pocjuonock. 

Air.  Thrall  was  born  in  the  town  of  \\'ind.-,or, 
Feb.  6,  1837,  son  of  Horace  and  Eliza  (\\'i!son) 
Thrall,  whose  history  is  given  elsewhere.  Fie  was 
reared  to  farm  work  at  the  old  homestead,  and  as  a 
boy  attended  the  school  of  District  Xo.  7,  his  native 
ability  being  shown  in  his  quick  grasp  of  knov,  1- 
edge  under  conditions  by  no  means  equal  to  those 
of  the  present  day.  His  progress  in  mathematics 
was  especially  noteworthy,  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen 
he  began  the  study  of  the  science  of  navigation  un- 
der Capt.  Hamilton,  of  the  ship  "Prudence."  For 
three  and  one-half  years  he  "sailed  the  ocean  blue," 
visiting  many  of  the  principal  ports  on  the  globe 


i  and  during  his  time  he  secured  an  excellent  knowl- 
I  edge  of  navigation.    C)n  liis  return  home  he  f<nmd 
I  employment  in  a  pai)er-mi!l  at  I'oqnonoek.  be'.;in- 
!  ning  at  the  work  re([uiring  least  skill,  but  with  h:i- 
j  bitual  thoroughp.ess  he  soon  mastered  tlie  detiiN, 
!  and  was  raised  tc^  tlie  most  responsible  ]io>ition  in 
\  the  shop.    After  a  time  he  resigned  to  engage  in 
the  grocery  bu>i;iess  at    'o.iuoiiock,  wliieh  he  c>  iU- 
tinued  for  a  numl.ier  of  years.    The  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  aroused  his  patriotism,  and,  leaving  his 
1)usiness  in  the  hands  of  his  brother  Horace,  he  en- 
I  listed  in  Company  A,  22d  Conn.  \".  I.,  for  the  term 
I  of  three  months,  and  served  eleven  ;  he  went  out  as 
j  corporal.    When  finally  discharged  from  the  ser- 
I  vice  he  resumed  his  business  in  jiartnership  with  his 
I  brother,  but  encountered  serious  losses,  his  strict 
I  sense  of  honor  compelling  him  to  pav  everv  dollar 
I  of  indebtedness  accruing  from  them.    Later  he  pur- 
j  chased  a  farm  at  Poquonock,  goinc:  heavilv  in  debt, 
and  he  has  since  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  its 
management.    The  place  was   in  poor  condition, 
and  many  would  have  thought  it  impossible  to  make 
I  it  productive :  but  through  the  energetic  application 
I  of  common  sense  lie  has  made  it  one  of  the  most 
i  productive  farms  of  the  localitv. 
j        In  making  his  way  in  the  world  ^Ir.  Thrall  has 
j  never  followed  the  path  of  self-denial,  as  he  be- 
lieves in  enjoying  the  good  things  of  earth,  and  he 
i  has  not  onlv  surrounded  himself  at  home  with  the 
I  evidences  of  wealth  and  artistic  taste,  but  travel  has 
\  given  to  him  and  his  accomplished  wife  the  benefits 
!  of  a  wider  outlook.    [Many  winters  have  been  spent 
by  them  in  tue  Southern  States  or  in  Cuba,  and 
wherever  they  have  been  they  have  not  failed  to 
attract  the  friendship  of  the  best  people,  tlieir  own 
qualities  of  character  being  a  magnet  to  draw  the 
esteem  of  superior  natures.    Mr.  Thrall's  genial, 
jovial  manner  is  in  no  way  changed  by  prosperity, 
and  he  is  as  approachable  as  in  the  days  of  financial 
trial,  which  have  served  to  deepen  his  generosity 
and  strengthen  his  brotherly  sympathy  with  all  who 
are  in  need.  Time  is  beginning  to  tell  upon  his  phys- 
ical vigor,  and,  while  he  could  once  do  a  day's  work 
with  the  best,  he  has  contented  himself  for  the  fif- 
teen years  past  with  supervising  the  lab(jr  of  others 
on  the  farm.    He  is  an  admirer  of  good  horse-fiesh, 
and  can  often  be  seen  driving  some  fine  specimen 
from  his  well-kept  stables.    His  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  agricultural  affairs  is  shown  by  his 
years  of  active  work  in  the  Poquonock  Grange,  of 
which  he  was  a  charter  member.    He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  various  social  orders,  including  Robert  O. 
Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Flartford ;  he  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  ]\I.  lodge  at  Windsor, 
but  he  is  now  retired  from  same.   As  a  matter  of  lo- 
cal improvement  he  has  given  much  time  to  the  de- 
velopment of  ]\Ioore's  F'ark,  bein?  treasurer  of  the 
corporation,  and  any  project  which  promises  to  ben- 
efit the  community  receives  from  him  substantial 
aid.     Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  although  a 
wealthy  man  and  a  money  lender  he  supported  the 
Chicago  platform  in  1896,  disregarding  the  argu- 
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iiH-nts  of  nianv  of  his;  trioiuls.  In  tliat  year  he  was 
the  ])artv  caiulitlate  lor  Stale  Senator,  and  at  dif- 
ferent tunes  lie  serveil  as  delegate  to  eimveniions. 
State,  Senatorial,  etc.  When  mged  to  heeonie  a 
caniUdate  for  I(>cal  office  lie  lias  almost  invariably 
declined,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to  his  pri- 
vate business,  but  he  filled  the  position  of  selectman 
ably  some  years  ago,  and  has  served  ten  years  on 
the  board  of  relief,  as  assessor,  etc. 

In  1S64  yiv.  Thrall  married  Miss  Flavia  A. 
Howe,  and  tnree  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Charles,  who  died  Xo\'.  3,  iSu^^,  ageil  thirty-one 
years ;  Frank  E.  who  died  when  three  luonths  old ; 
and  Leliaone,  who  in  1898  married  George  Merwin, 
of  \\'indsor,  a  son  of  J.  J.  Merwin.  of  Windsor,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Plurnix  Insurance  Co.,  of 
Hartford.  Mr.  and  ]\Jrs.  Merwin  reside  with  her 
])arents  in  \\  indsor,  and  are  highly  esteemed  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  that  city.  Slie  possesses  elo- 
cutionarv  pou'crs  of  no  small  order,  atid  has  assisted 
in  many  public  entertainments.  ^Ir.  and  3.1rs. 
Thrall  have  also  reared  two  boys,  Xicholas  }ilanelli, 
who  had  his  home  \\  ith  them  for  fourteen  years,  and 
is  now  a  business  man  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  and 
another,  now  living  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  who 
shared  their  roof  lor  seven  or  eight  years. 

!Mrs.  Flavia  A.  Thrall,  whose  magnetic  person- 
ality and  wonderful  powers  as  a"  spiritual  healer 
have  won  v.'orld-wide  notice,  is  deserving  of  special 
mention  in  this  volume.  One  who  is  at  all  skeptical 
concerning  the  efiicacv  of  mediimTistic  healing 'has 
but  to  read  a  few  of  the  thousands  of  testimonials 
that  have  come  to  her  unsolicited,  or  to  converse 
with  the  people  who  have  known  her  from  child- 
hood, and  have  seen  with  their  own  eyes  the  results 
of  lier  work.  Her  immense  practice,  both  at  home 
and  at  her  office  in  Hartford,  speaks  for  itself  as  to 
her  fame  and  popularity,  while  the  character  and 
standing  of  her  patients,  who  number  among  them 
some  of  the  most  aristocratic  and  intelligent  peo- 
ple, prove  that  her  methods  are  of  genuine  worth 
and  value.  Clergymen,  lawyers  and  even  phvsi- 
cians,  eminent  in  their  profession,  have  consulted 
her,  and  her  patients  include  adherents  of  every 
creed  or  belief.  Her  remarkable  powers  enable  her 
to  diagnose  a  case  unerringly  and,  where  medicines 
are  necessary,  she  prescribes  strictlv  herbal  prep- 
arations, which  operate  like  magic.  Although  she 
has  never  advertised,  ner  marvelous  cures  could  not 
escape  public  attention,  and  calls  lor  her  aid  have 
come  from  every  ."^tate  in  the  Union  and  various 
European  countries,  the  "absent  treatments"  being 
given  with  perfect  success.  Her  gift  has  not  been 
utilized  by  her  as  a  source  of  revenue  only,  as  her 
highest  charges  to  the  wealthy  are  but  trifling  in 
comparison  with  the  relief  given  them,  while  hun- 
dreds of  poor  Deople  have  been  cured  entirely  with- 
out charge.  She  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Windsor, 
and  daughter  of  Cyrus  IIowc,  a  well-known  citi- 
zen of  that  section.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  blood, 
but  owing  to  religious  persecution  in  Ireland  his 
family  was  compelled  to  go  elsewhere  for  freedom 
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of  conscience,  and  as  a  young  man  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  located  at  W  indsor,  being  one  of  the  first  of 
his  nationality  to  settle  there.  l"or  si.xty-eight  years 
he  was  a  Freemason,  being  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
I'nited  States.  l-'or  many  years  prLximis  to  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Spiritual  Harnionical 
Societv  at  Poquonock.  its  Constitution  having  been 
written  liv  him,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrall  are  now 
leading  supporters  of  the  organizatiuii.  His  wife, 
Sarah  (I'helps),  also  deceased,  was  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Ruth  (\\"ilson)  Phelps,  and  a  member 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Windsor.  ?^Irs. 
Thrall  was' the  youngest  of  five  children,  of  whom 
onlv  one  other  is  now  living,  }vlaria,  widow  of 
Charles  Darby,  of  Windsor. 

During  her  earlv  days  Mrs.  Thrall  attended  Dis- 
trict School  Xo.  7,  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  obtain- 
ing a  good  practical  education  for  that  day.  As  a 
child  she  manifested  powers  beyond  the  ordinary, 
but  so  far  were  thev  then  misunderstood  that  her 
parents  regarded  them  with  uneasiness,  fearing" 
them  as  evidences  of  mental  blight.  Her  clair- 
voyant power  was  characterized  by  herself  in  child- 
ish phrase  as  "seeing  away  oft."  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  her  ability  as  a  healer  was  revealed  to  her, 
and,  having  accepted  the  call  to  this  high  service, 
she  has  practiced  for  forty-seven  years,  during  which 
she  has  performed  some  of  the  most  remarkable 
cures  on  record. 

IIEXRY  DWTGHT  HAWLEY,  a  prominent 
and  representative  citizen  of  Farmington,  was  Ix^rn 
in  that  town  May  25,  1S2S,  and  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  State,  as  he- 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  (I)  Joseph  Hawley-, 
a  farmer  and  tanner  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  who  was 
born  in  1603,  ai'd  i"  1646  married  Katharine  Bird- 
sey. 

(  II)  Samuel  Hawley,  the  next  in  direct  descent, 
was  also  a  farmer  and  tanner  by  occupation.  Fie 
v.-as  born  in  1647,  was  married,  3dav  20,  1673. 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Welles) 
Th.ompson. 

(Ill)  Capt.  Joseph  Hawley,  born  June  6,  1675, 
was  married  June  7,  1697,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Timothy  and  Joanna  (^Birdseyj  Wilcoxon,  of 
Stratford. 

(I\^)  Joseph  Hawley,  born  Alarch  25,  1702,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

(V)  Gad  Hawley,  the  grandfather,  was  borii  in 
Farmington  Sept.  9,  1746,  and  was  married  Feb. 
8,  1776,  to  Lydia  Gillett,  of  Avon,  Connecticut 

(\T)  Amon  Hawley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Farmington  July  12,  .17S5,  and  died 
Dec.  16,  1863.  Throughout  life  he  made  his  home 
in  the  house  where  he  was  born,  and  there  his  death 
occurred.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  On 
Oct.  27,  1814,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Flora  Thompson,  of  East  Avon,  Conn.,  who  was 
born  March  3,  1788,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1866.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
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l.wlia  MaricUo.  Inuii  J,^.  1817.  ilioil  Jan.  22. 

iSi^i):  Mar\-  .\nn,  Iktii  Jan.  _\v  10, 
iSu):  Lncv  Ann.  Ii.un  .\.ni;'.  -\v  uS^j,  was  married. 
March  1.  184S.  to  L'liarlos  Kicl-.ards;  l  larn'ci  Siaiira, 
born  Ajiril  11.  i8_'4.  was  niarricil.  April  _'o,  184'!. 
to  Charl.'S  Kani-c\-,  ami  dicil  Ai>ril  5,  i8y<);  and 
Charles  Augu.^tiii.  horn  April  J4,  i8jo,  died  Any. 
10,  1844. 

Henry  D.  llawlev,  snljjccl  of  this  sketch,  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Farniin^ton  and  Hart- 
ford, and  throughout  his  active  busuiess  career  has 
successfully  eni;aged  in  g'cneral  fariuing  on  a  part 
of  the  original  ancestral  acres  in  the  former  place. 
Upon  this  farm  he  erected,  in  1873.  a  comfortable 
residence  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  has  made 
many  other  useful  and  valuable  impro\  ements,  which 
add  greatly  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the 
place.  Since  1849  he  has  been  a  faithful  and  earnest 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  liUed  the  othce  of 
deacon,  always  taking  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  churcn  work.  His  life  has  been  manly,  his 
actions  sincere,  and  his  example  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation. 

On  April  30,  i8('')7.  ]\Ir.  Hawley  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ann  Keeler,  a  daughter  of  John  keeler, 
of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born  tive 
children:  Charles .  Dwight,  born  ]\Iarch  23.  iS'SS, 
is  a  farmer:  Henry  Keeler,  born  June  3.  1S70,  was 
graduated  front  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  in 
1899,  and  is  now  preparing  for  the  ministry ;  John 
Anion,  born  July  S,  1873.  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Oberlin  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
Hartford,  Coim.,  and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  West  Avon,  Conn. :  Willie 
Moses,  born  Xov.  19,  1S76,  died  Feb.  24,  1S77;  and 
Flora  Eliza,  twin  sister  of  A\'illie,  has  been  educated 
at  Oberlin  College. 

WASHBURN  EDGERTOX  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  highly  esteemed  agriculturists  of 
West  Granby.  Old  age  is  not  necessarily  a  synonym 
of  weakness  or  inactivity.  It  need  not  suggest,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  want  of  occupation  or  helpless- 
ness. This  is  worthily  illustrated  m  the  life  of  ^Ir. 
Edgerton,  as  he  still  gives  his  attention  to  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  his  extensive  business  interests. 

Mr.  Edgerton  was  born  in  West  Granby  April 
20,  1820,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  a  fam- 
ily that  has  been  identified  with  that  portion  of  1 
Hartford  county  for  over  a  century  and  a  half.  His 
great-grandfather,  Ebenczer  Edgerton.  was  born  in 
I.ong  Meadow,  Lebanon.  Conn.,  and  on  coming  to 
Hartford  county  located  at  Simsbury  (then  \\"est 
Granby),  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  until  called  from  this  life.  FIis  sympathies 
were  with  the  Colonists  during  the  struggle  for  in- 
dependence, and  he  took  an  active  part  m  the  Rev- 
olutionarv  war.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Clnirch. 

Jacob  Edgerton,  granrlfathcr  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  West  Granby,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life,  following  the  occupa- 


tion of  farnn'ng.  llis  education  was  limiteil,  as 
]  schools  in  those  da\  s  were  few  and  the  teachers  were 
j  very  incompetent.  1  te  was  a  successftd  farmer,  a 
good  citizen  and  biglily  I'cspccted  by  all  wh.o  knew 
him.  He  i.>\\  ned  a  tract  of  300  acres  near  the  jtres- 
ent  home  of  oiu-  subject,  and  there  both  he  and  his 
wife  died,  their  reriiains  being  interred  in  ^\  est 
Granby.  I'.oih  were  true  and  earnest  Christiai;s. 
and  in  jiolitics  he  was  a  Jeftersonian  b\'mocrat. 
He  married  .Miss  Xancy  Lee,  of  Granby.  ani.1  to 
them  were  Ijorn  eighteen  children:  Alanson, 
Xancy,  Lee,  Dcsiah.  Charlotte,  Lester,  A^hcl.  Jef- 
ferson. Josc]-)hHs,  Jude,  Jerusha,  Maria,  .\ngeline, 
Willis,  Margaret.  Caleb  and  two  who  ilietl  in  in- 
fancy. 

Alanson  Edgerton.  father  of  .oiu^  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  attained  man's  estate.  On 
leaving  the  ])arental  roof  he  located  upon  a  tract  of 
sixtv  acres  of  land,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  some  years,  but  finally  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  in  West  Granby.  where  he  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  until  his  death,  in  185 1. 
A  man  of  high  moral  character  and  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  he  commanded  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  wdiom  he  came 
in  contact.  His -political  support  was  given  to  the 
Democracy.  He  married  Asenath  Case,  a  native 
of  Barkhamsted,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
Case.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Asenath,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Scott  Gould; 
\\"ashburn,  our  subject:  Alonzo,  a  resident  of  West 
Granby;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1873.  and  was  laid  to  rest  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  West  Granby  cemetery. 

Washbiu^n  Edgerton  received  only  a  common- 
school  education,  pursuing  his  studies  in  district 
school  Xo.  3,  West  Granby.  On  leaving  home,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  vears,  he  located  upon  one 
of  his  father's  farms,  comprising  eighty  acres,  to 
which  he  has  added  300  acres  in  subsec[uent  years, 
being  now  the  largest  owner  of  farming  land  in 
West  Granby.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  has  also  extensively  engaged  in  stock  raising 
and  dealing  with  good  success,  and  still  attends  to 
his  business  interests. 

In  1852,  in  Granby,  Mr.  Edgerton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Adaline  Wilcox,  a  native  of 
that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Owen  and  Harrictte 
(Holcomb)  Wilcox,  and  to  them  were  born  eight 
children :  Kossuth  B.,  at  home ;  Eva,  w  ho  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years ;  Flattie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years;  Lutia,  who  first  married  Willis  Clark, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  James  McCuther,  of 
Simsbury  ;  Asenath,  wife  of  Edward  C.  Flayes,  of 
X'orth  Granljy ;  Lucinda,  wh.o  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen ;  Willis  A\'ashbnrn,  a  farmer  of  Granby 
town  ;  and  .\dclaide,  who  died  at  tne  age  of  thirty- 
five.  The  children  have  been  provided  with  good 
practical  educations,  which  have  well  fitted  tlicm 
for  life's  responsible  duties.  The  wife  and  mother, 
who  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  was  called  to 
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her  final  rc^t  in  1865,  aq^cil  tliirly-<.'iL;lit  years,  and 
was  Inirioil  in  West  Ciranby. 

In  cariv  life  Mr.  Jiil>;ertun  was  a  supporter  of 
tlic  Demoeratic  parlv.  Inn  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out  he  cave  his  allei;ianee  to  the  Republican  i^iarty, 
wilh  which  he  has  since  been  identitied.  He  has 
lilled  .1  number  of  bjcal  offices,  such  as  juryn-.au, 
sciiool  director  antl  as  luenibcr  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief, the  duties  of  which  he  iias  most  faithfully  and 
conscientiouslv  dischars^ed.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  West  Granby, 
iind  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found 
true  to  every  trust  rejiosed  in  him.  while  as  a  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen  he  ranks  among'  the  best  in 
his  community. 

FREDERICK  R.  CURTIS.  Elected  and  re- 
elected, for  three  successive  terms,  as  town  clerk  of 
Glastonbury,  an  office  w  hich  he  now  fills,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  onlv  thereby  attested  a  measure 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  He  pos- 
sesses that  cordial  personality,  that  friendliness  of 
manner  and  willingness  to  oblige,  wdiich  character- 
ize a  man  of  kindly  disposition  and  broad  human 
sympathies. 

The  advent  of  the  Curtis  family  in  the  annals 
of  Glastonbury  and  vicinity  occurred  more  than  a 
half  century  ago,  and  to  it  is  due  the  credit  for 
founding  an  important  industry.  J.  S.  Curtis,  great- 
iincle  of  our  subject,  migrated  from  r^Iassachusetts, 
and  started  in  Glastonburv  the  Curtis  factory,  man- 
ufacturing silverware,  spectacle  rims  and  silver  work 
of  various  kinds.  A  silver-plating  industry  was 
established  at  Curtisville,  now  called  Xaubuc.  and 
here  was  manufactured  the  first  German  silver  in 
America.  It  was  hauled  by  wagon  to  Waterbury 
and  then  rolled  to  the  desired  thickness.  Russell 
Curtis,  a  brotner  of  J.  S.,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  He  was  a  skilled  meclianic,  and  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  Springfield,  iMass., 
later  coming  to  Connecticut  with  his  son,  George 
R.  Curtis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  passing 
away  at  liast  Hartford. 

George  R.  Curtis  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
Oct.  17,  1823,  and  he  there  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Curt  s- 
ville  he  opened  a  store,  became  the  first  postmaster 
at  Curtisville,  and  for  many  terms  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
lie  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  as 
school  visitor.  He  was  the  first  Democratic  registrar 
tinder  the  law  which  required  a  registrar  from  each 
political  party.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  keen  judgment,  was  conservative,  and 
his  opinions  w^ere  held  in  esteem  so  high  that  fre- 
<iuently  his  advice  was  sought  by  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. He  married,  Jan.  i,  1845.  Elizabeth  R. 
Forbes,  who  was  born  jJec.  17,  1822,  daughter  of 
Orrin  (born  April  18,  1794)  and  Mary  (Treat) 
Forbes  (born  Xov.  15,  1801),  his  second  wife.  Or- 
rin Forbes  was  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Closes  Forbes, 
an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  Oct.  22,  1886.    To  George  R. 


'  ami  Eli/:abcth  R.  Curtis  were  born  liiree  children: 
:  Julia.  wlu>  died  in  _\oung  womanhood:  Celia,  who 
;  married  Wintield  S.  Hremer,  and  lives  at  Meriden; 
and  I'rederick  R..  our  subject. 

I'redcrick  R.  Curtis  was  liorn  July  4,  1850,  in 
Glasionlv.iry,    aiul    alteudcil    the    district  scliools. 
Wluu  a  l)i,iv  he  removed  with  his  jvarents  to  New- 
ark, X.  J.,  and  attended  the  scliools  of  that  City. 
His  jiarents  renio\-ing  to   East   Hartford.  Conn., 
and  resid.ing  on  Xaubuc  avenue,  Ilockanum,  lie  at- 
tended the  East  Hartford  liigh  school  under  Josej)h 
L\  Hurllnit,  and  later  received  instruction  in  Llryant 
&  Stratton  and  Remington's  Business  College,  at 
Hartford.    \\"b.ile  yet  a  student  at  school  he  met ' 
with  a  painful  and  serious  accident.     He  fell  on 
the  ice  and  sustained  injuries  which  made  him  a 
:  crippde  for  life,  and  an  attack  of  typlioid  fever  fol- 
i  lowing  his  mishap  confined  him  to  the  sick  'room 
I  for  many  weary  months.    From  the  effects  of  this 
j  accident  he  has  never  fully  recovered.    When  con- 
1  valescent  he  secured  employment  in  the  store  of 
j  F.  C.  Coveil,  of  Glastonbury,  and  later,  during 
I  the  first  administration  of  President  Cleveland,  he 
succeeded  I\lr.  Coveil  as  postmaster.    \\'hen  the  ad- 
ministration again  changed  William  E.  Gates  was 
appointed  postmaster,  and  our  subject  became  his 
assistant.    After  leaving  the  store  of  IMr.  Gates 
our  subject  accepted  a  position  with  S.  P.  Turner, 
where  he  is  now  employed. 

yir.  Curtis  was  married,  June  29,  1892,  to  Miss 
]\Iinnic  J.  Couch,  wdio  was  born  in  Glastonbury 
i  April  26,  1864,  daughter  of  Jerome  and  Clarissa 
[  (Dart)  Couch,  old  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  the  town.    In  politics  Air.  Curtis  is  a  Democrat. 
In  July,  1896,  he  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Glas- 
j  tonbury  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
j  ticn  of  Clinton  O.  Talcott,  and  twice  since  then  has 
i  he  been  re-elected.     He  is  also  a  justice  of  the 
I  peace  and  notary  pubhc.   He  is  one  of  the  estimable 
I  citizens  of  Glastonbury,  a  man  of  splendid  personal 
{  character  and  very  popular, 
i 

f  TFIOMAS  FAGAX,  an  old  and  experienced 
I  farmer  of  Uloomfield,  was  born  in  County  Carlow, 
I  Ireland,  June  16,  1816,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  Fa- 
!  gan,  wdio  was  a  farmer  of  that  county.  He  comes 
j  of  good  stock,  and  the  family  has  attained  some 
i  prominence,  two  of  our  subject's  brothers  having 
'  become  prominent  attorneys  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Thomas'  Fagan  attended  the  parochial  schools 
[  of  his  native  town,  receiving  a  good  education,  and 
;  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.    After  leaving 
I  school  he  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the 
tailor's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  before  coming 
to  America.    In  1845  he  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  and 
after  a  voyage  v.diich  lasted  from  April   i  untd 
June  6  landed  at  tlie  United  States.    \Vith  the  ex- 
i  ception  of  two  or  three  years  since  his  arrival  in 
this  country  he  has  made  his  home  in  Bloomficld, 
and  has  here  confined  his  attention  exclusivelv  to 
farming. 

r\Ir.  Fagan  n  arried,  in  Bloomfield,  Miss  Mary 
Cullen,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  five  chil- 
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ilrcn.  b.MU  in  tlic  following  order:  Mary  A.,  do- 
cca--cd  V.  ifc  of  llozckiali  K.  Case;  Michael  J.,  de- 
ceased; Thomas  it.,  of  Jilooniheld  ;  James  E.,  also 
of  r>looniticld  and  one  of  the  town  assessors;  and 
John  C.  in  L"alil<:rnia.  Mrs.  l'"ai;an  died  A;iril 
21,  I  So*-),  and  her  r^'mains  were  interred  in  -St.  Ik  r- 
iiard's' cemetery,  Tariii'ville.  Mr.  T'agan  has  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party  ever  since  he  was  nat- 
uralized, lie  has  lived  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  teachings  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  he 
lias  been  a  lifelong  member,  and  to  the  support  of 
which  he  has  liberally  contributeil  of  his  means. 
He  retains  all  his  faculties,  enjoying  good  health, 
and  takes  much  interest  in  current  events,  reading 
the  dailv  papers  regularly.  His  days  have  been 
passed  industriously  and  temperately,  and  he  has 
won  for  himself  the  unfeigTied  respect  of  all  his 
neighbors. 

HEXRY  CASE  RICE,  a  well-known  citizen 
and  worthv  representative  of  ihe  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Farmington.  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gran- 
ville, Ohio,  Feb.  lo,  1S34,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
Sedgwick  Rice,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  was  bom 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  that  place,  and  died  in 
1840. 

In  Farmington,  Conn.,  Rev.  'Mr.  Rice  married 
Lliss  Caroline  Case,  of  Canton,  this  State,  a  daugh-  } 
ter  of  Ozias  Case,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Dud-  | 
ley  Case,  both  residents  of  Canton.    Five  children  | 
were  born  to  this  union :  Sylvester  ^^'oodru^t,  who  j 
was  captain  of  a  colored  company  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. ;  George  Sedg- 
wick, v.-ho  is  now  livir.g  in  Hartford,  Conn. :  Flenry 
Case,  our  subject ;  Janies  AE.  who  died  in  Australia  ; 
and  Sarah,  deceased  at  tlie  age  of  nine  years. 

Henrv  C.  Rice  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Durham, 
Conn.,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood.   One  of  his  teachers  was  Deacon  Gaylord 
Xewton.  father  of  Hon.  Henry  Xewton,  of  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.    In  early  life  our  subject  learned  the 
trade  of  silver-plating  with  the  firm  of  James  L. 
Howard  S:  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  followed  the  same 
for  a  few  vears.   Later  he  engaged  in  carriage-mak- 
ing at  WilHmantic,  Conn.,  with  his  brothers  Sylves- 
ter and  George,  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  when,  in  1S62,  they  discontinued  busi- 
ness.   Our  subject  then  removed  to  Springfieid, 
Mass.-,  and  for  fourteen  years  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  guns  in  the  L'nited  States  Armory. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Farmington,  and  here  he  pat- 
ented (April  8,  1879)  Rice's  "calf  weaner  and  cow 
muzzle,"  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
its  manufacture  and  sale  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing.   In  1884  he  opened  the  "Elm  Tree  Inn."  He 
now  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in 
Farmington,  and  in  his  labors  is  meeting  wdth  a 
well-deserved  success.    This  place  has  been  in  the 
family  of  his  maternal  ancestors  since  the  original 
purchase  from  the  Indians,  wdien  the  town  of  Farm- 
ington was  settled.    Mr.  Rice  takes  a  commendable 


iiUerest  in  jiublic  atTairs,  cspeciall}-  etlucational  mat- 
ters, and  for  many  years  has  been  an  eflicient  mem- 
ber of  the  sclu)ol  board. 

In  Middlelown,  Conn.,  Mr.  Rice  married  Miss 
jes>ie  Jamieson,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four 
children  :  AgiKs  C,  Harry  S.,  Jessie  ^1.,  and  John 
W  ier  {oi  Xew  York  City). 

JOHX  v.  GRIS\\OED.  The  Griswold  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  and  the  high 
character  maintained  by  its  members  in  every  gen- 
eration has  invested  the  name  with  an  enviable  ])res- 
tige.  The  direct  descendants  are  now  numerous, 
while  intermarriages  with  other  leading  families 
have  established  wide  connections.  Among  the 
notable  representatives  of  the  name  in  this  genera- 
tion is  the  subject  of  this  biography,  an  enter])ris- 
ing  }oung  agriculturist  of  \\'indsor  town,  whose 
estate,  while  yet  a  boy  in  years,  has  won  him  a 
liigh  reputation  for  business  ability.  In  giving  a 
brief  account  of  his  career  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
trace  his  line  of  descent  from  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  W  indsor,  George  Griswold. 

Levi  Griswold,  a  son  of  George,  married  Zuba 
Griswold,  and  had  the  following  children  :  Ware- 
ham,  our  subject's  great-grandfather;  Hiram,  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  who  died  in  Windsor  town  ; 
Jerome,  a  wiieelwright  by  trade,  who  followed  farm- 
ing near  Poquonock  on  a  small  scale  in  his  later- 
years  ;  Jason,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Onondaga  coun- 
ty, X.  Y. ;  Myra,  who  married  William  Thrall,  and 
died  in  X'evv  York  State ;  Candace,  wdio  married 
a  Air.  Filer,  and  died  in  X'ew  York  State;  Gilbert, 
a  mechanical  genius,  who  lived  in  Windsor  for  some 
tim.e.  but  spent  his  later  years  in  Hartford ;  Will- 
iam, formerly  a  farmer  in  Windsor  town ;  Edwin,, 
who  died  in  W'indsor ;  and  Lucia  Ann.  who  married 
(first)  Cadwell  Strickland,  (second)  Daniel  De- 
well  and  (third)  a  Mr.  Gaines.  She  died  in  the 
stimmer  of  1897  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  F.  G. 
Strickland,  in  Windsor,  being  the  last  survivor  of 
the  family. 

Wareham  Griswold,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1792,  in  a  house 
which  w-as  built  in  1761,  and  is  still  standing,  near 
the  latter's  residence.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat 
and  a  regular  voter,  but  avoided  public  life,  never 
allowing  his  name  to  appear  as  a  candidate  for  any 
office.  Throtighout  life  he  was  an  opponent  of 
secret  societies,  his  ideal  being  always  to  be  "open 
bold  and  brave."  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer, 
and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  at 
Bloomfield  he  resided  at  the  homestead  where  he 
was  born.  Fie  was  of  distinguished  appearance, 
fine  physique,  weighing  about  200  pounds,  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  seventy-one,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Poquonock.  Mr.  Griswold  first  married 
Sylvia  Clark,  who  died  in  184S;  she  was  born  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Blue  Hills,  where  her  fa- 
ther, Asel  Clark,  (a  very  large  man  physically), 
was  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were:    Olive  II.,  who  married 
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Kt.il;uid  l-"ox,  of  East  Hartford,  now  deceased: 
W'arehani  A.,  our  subject's  grandfather;  George  M., 
a  resident  of  l'oc[uo?iock,  who  died  in  1S53.  I'-'iiving 
one  son,  George  M. ;  DeUa  f  deceased  j,  w  ho  mar- 
ried Xathan  l-'ranklin,  and  removed  to  New  York  ; 
Candace,  wlio  married  George  H.  IMuller.  and  died 
in  Xew  York;  Samuel  S.,  who  died  at  rcxjuonock ; 
John  R.,  a  farmer  of  Windsor;  Thomas  X., 
once  a  farmer  and  later  a  hotel-keeper  at 
^\'indsor,  and  now  a  resident  of  Xew  York; 
Juliette,  who  married  Samuel  Phillips,  and  died  in 
Xew  York;  Mary,  widow  of  Horace  Gorton,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.;  and  Sylvia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years. 

Wareham  Aralzie  Griswold,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  a  successful  farmer,  antl  resided  near 
the  present  homestead.  He  died  June  2,  tSSi.  and 
wife,  Hannah  A.  Finney),  on  Aug.  i,  1890.  He 
Avas  an  influential  citizen,  was  tirst  selectman  of 
\\'indsor  for  a  number  of  years,  represented  the  town 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  1S65,  and  held  various 
-  other  othces  of  the  town.  Physicallv  l.e  was  a  very 
large  man,  standing  nearly  six  feet  in  height  and 
■weighing  360  oounds. 

Allen  P.  Griswold,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  Oct.  25,  1S44,  the  only  child  of  Wareham  A. 
and  Hannah  A.  Griswold.  He  was  educated  in  the 
local  schools  and  the  academy  at  Windsor,  and 
became  a  farmer  by  occupation,  his  prudent  and 
energetic  management  enabling  him  to  leave  a 
handsome  competence  to  his  children.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  at  times  held  local  ofiices, 
serving  as  jurynian  and  as  member  of  the  school 
board.  In  1S67  he  married  ]\Iiss  Eliza  3>I.  Mack, 
and  for  six  years  they  resided  with  his  parents, 
then  removing  to  the  present  homestead,  where  he 
made  many  improvements.  ^Ir.  Griswold  was  of 
medium  height — five  feet,  eight  inches — and  thick- 
set. He  died  Sept.  26,  1889,  at  a  comparatively 
early  age,  and  his  rernains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Poquonock  cemetery.  His  wife  died  P^eb.  12.  1S92. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Jeannette,  wdio  died  in 
infancy,  and  five  sons:  John  P.,  Allen  i\I..  Ware- 
ham  P.,  Aaron  C.  and  Thomas  X.,  all  of  whom  are 
living. 

John  P.  Griswold  was  born  Aug.  25.  1869,  a* 
the  old  homestead  near  his  present  residence,  and 
his  education  was  begun  in  the  schools  of  District 
Kg.  7,  of  Windsor  town.  Later  he  studied  for  one 
term  at  a  grammar  school  in  Poquonock.  and  three 
terms  at  Windsor  Academy,  his  bright  and  active 
mind  enabling  him  to  take  full  advantage  of  these 
opportunities.  Un  the  death  of  his  father  he  was 
appointed  guardian  of  his  younger  brothers,  and 
took  charge  of  the  farm,  a  fine  estate  of  154  acres, 
the  business  being  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  Griswold  Bros.  In  1897  Allen  ^l.,  having  at- 
tained his  majority,  had  his  share  set  off,  but  the 
others  have  kept  their  shares  together.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  scientific  farmer,  his  progressive  manage- 
ment seeming  to  secure  good  results  under  almost 
/  any  circumstances,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  locality.  Politic- 


al! v  he  is  independent,  uut  previous  to  1S96,  when 
he  voted  for  Alclvinley,  he  gave  his  sup[)ori  to  the 
Democratic  partv  in  National  issues.  In  local  elec- 
tions he  selects  the  "'bcsi  man,"  and  while  he  is  not 
an  office  seeker  he  does  not  shirk  his  duties  as  a 

j  citizen,  and  for  some  time  served  acceptably  as 

I  treasurer  of  Sclioi.il  LMstrict  X'o.  7. 

I        In  1897  Air.  Griswold  married  Miss  ]\Iar\-  J. 

!  Brown,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of  George  T.  and 
Augusta  t^Eox)  Brown,  well-known  citizens  of  that 
place. 

SETIIA  IXTOX.     In  every  community  tliere 
are  a  few  men  in  whom  the  people  have  trust. 
These  individuals  are  named  by  men  of  property 
as  the  executors  of  their  wills;  they  are  selected 
bv  heirs  or  courts  to  adniinister  estates,  and  for 
positions  requiring  business  capacitv  and  fidelity  of 
trust  these  exceutional  men  are  usually  selected. 
To  say  that  Seth  \'inton  has  often  been  called  upon 
to  assume  fiduciary  relations  with  his  fellow  men, 
to  assume  for  minors,  legatees  and  other  bene- 
ficiaries the  management  of  their  property,  is  to 
strike  the  keynote  to  his  character.    There  is  the 
ring  of  the  true  metal.    He  has  passed  the  third 
quarter  of  a  centurv  and  is  hale  and  heartv :  has 
lived  all  this  time  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor, 
and  lias  established  a  cl:aracter  that  stands  out  mas- 
I  sive  and  clear  in  the  annals  of  the  town. 
I        Air.  \'inton  was  born  July  7,  1824,  on  a  farm  in 
i  what  is  nov,"  the  south  part  of  Wapoing,  where  his 
j  father,  William  A'inton,  settled  about  180S.  When 
j  the  \'intons  came  to  this  property  it  was  the  south 
i  section  of  East  Windsor.    Two  wood-cutters,  named 
Hitchcock  and  2vIcKinney,  had  cleared  oft  the  tim- 
ber, and  the  tract  became  the  \'inton  homestead. 
John  \'inton,  who  settled  at  Lynn,  ]\Iass.,  prior  to 
1643,  "^^'^s  the  founder  of  the  American  familv.  The 
descent  to  our  subject  is  as  follows:     (i)  John, 
I  of  Lynn;  (2)  John,  of  Woburn ;  (^)  Samuel;  (4) 
I  David:  (5)  Seth;  (6)  William;  and  (7)  Seth,  our 
j  subject.    William  Vinton,  the  father,  came  to  South 
I  Windsor  from  the  town  of  Willington.    Pie  mar- 
ried, April  II,  1822,  r\Iiss  Esther  Crandall,  a  na- 
tive of  Tolland.   He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Third  Congregational  Church  in  East  Windsor,  now 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Wapping,  and  served 
as  deacon.    He  died  in  1847,  leaving  eight  children, 
as    follows :    William ;    Seth ;    Chelsea   Crandall ; 
Samuel:  Esther  E.,  Airs.  Little;  Clarissa,  Airs.  Wil- 
i  son:  Alary  C,  Airs.  Page;  and  John  Randolph. 
I        Seth  \^inton  received  his  education  at  the  Sev- 
1  enth  District  school,  and  in  his  youth  assisted  in 
I  the  work  of  the  farm.    Agriculture  was  then  quite 
j  differently  conducted  from  present  methods.  The 
1  principal  crops  were  rye,  corn,  oats,  buckwheat  and 
1  potatoes,  and  stock  was  raised  extensively.  William 
!  \  inton  raised  a  crop  of  twenty  acres  of  rye,  reap- 
ing it  with  a  sickle.    X'eighboring  farmers  in  win- 
ter conducted  a  small  bootmaking  shop  at  Wa]iping. 
A  brick  yard  or  two  nourished  in  the  neighborhood. 
Tobacco  raising  became  geiierul  about  1852.  Prior 
to  that  year  few  farmers  raised  over  two  acres  in 
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one  soason.  I'ul  tlic  iiulu^lrv  grew  rapidly,  aiul 
wlion  the  Civil  war  o-poncd  it  had  become-  one  of 
the  heaviest  in  tlie  town.  From  1802  to  1S05  the 
acreage  doubleil. 

Our  subject  wa--  intimately  connected  with  these 
shiltins::  de\  elopnients.  l  ie  had  as  a  boy  ^.^^isted 
his  father  on  tl;e  farm,  and  when  his  father  died 
the  bovs  assnu'.ed  the  manaL;ement  of  the  farm,  but 
Scth  soon  took  the  principal  charge,  gradually 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  oth.er  heirs,  and  has 
ever  since  occupied  and  cultivated  the  home  place. 
Under  his  careful  management  it  has  been  brought 
to  a  high  degree  of  etticiency.  and  now  includes  more 
than  eighty  acres,  thirty-three  of  which  are  devoted 
to  pasturage.  3.1r.  \"inton  still  devotes  considerable 
attention  to  general  farming,  and  raises  several  acres 
of  tobacco  each  year. 

The  public  service  of  our  sul^iect  ha?  been  long 
and  honorable.  He  was  the  llrst  voter  "made"  in  the 
town  of  South  A\"indsor  after  it  was  set  off  from 
East  Windsor  in  1S45.  Since  the  formation  of  th.e 
Republican  party  he  has  been  a  stanch  adherent  of 
its  principles.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  town  committee.  He  was 
also  one  of  tne  town  connnittee  for  raising  volun- 
teers, and  three  of  his  brothers.  Chelsea  C.,  Sam- 
uel and  John  Randolph,  were  volunteers.  In  1S60 
and  1861  he  served  as  constable;  from  1S60  to  1862 
and  again  in  1S75  he  was  chosen  collector :  in  1865 
he  was  elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature;  from  1S5S  to  1894  he  served  continu- 
ously as  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  school  work  Mr.  \'inton  has  always  been 
deeply  interested.  For  over  forty-five  years,  or 
ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  bixth  School 
District,  in  1853.  he  has  been  its  clerk  and  treas- 
urer. For  many  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
distric't  committee.  When  the  \A'apping  high  school 
Avas  built  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  building 
committee.  For  three  years  he  was  chairman  of 
the  high  school  committee,  and  for  the  past  four 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  school  board  of  South 
Windsor. 

Mr.  Mnton  has  also  been  active  in  church  work. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Second  Ecclesiastical  Society,  and  has  ever  since 
been  prominent  in  its  history.  For  six  years  he 
was  the  society's  collector,  and  he  has  repeatedly 
served  on  its  committees.  In  the  Sunday-schi^ol 
he  was  for  manv  year>  librarian. 

In  i8'')6  Mr.  X'inton  married  Miss  Ann  Ridley, 
who  lived  on  an  adjr  ining  farm,  and  v.dio  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Elder  Brewster,  of  the  "^lay- 
flower."  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  four 
children:  Esther  AL,  who  was  born  Jan.  27,  iSf^ij, 
marricfl  Clinton  Williams,  of  [Manchester,  in  1895, 
and  has  one  son,  Frank  V'.,  born  Feb.  21.  1897; 
John  Randolph,  born  Dec.  26,  1SG8;  [Mary  Ikcwster, 
born  March  25.  1871  ;  and  Armic  Louise,  born  Feb. 
10,  1874.  Mr.  X'inton  has  always  been  a  great 
reader,  and  is  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  fmest 
hbraries  in  the  town  of  South  W  mdsor.    This  in- 


!  dudes  over  200  choice  voluirics,  and  is  especia'iv 
rich  in  authoritative  works  American  his- 

j  tory.  a  study  in  whicli  Mr.  X'uuou  is  profoundlv 
\  interested  .and  tiiiu-t  u^h'y  ver.->cd.  Jle  has  won  an 
:  enviable  success  in  life's  battle,  and  ranlvs  as  one 

■  of   the   most   highly   esteemed   citizens   of  South 
Windsor. 

^\■OLLEX^.ERG  r.ROtHF.RS  is  the  name  of 
a  well-known  nrni  oi  Farnn'ngton,  composed  of 
Gustav  A.  W.  and  Paul  ¥.  W.  \\  olienbcrg,  dealers 
in  ilour,  feed  and  grain.  They  are  wide-awake, 
energetic  busmess  men,  of  kr.own  relial.)ilitv.  and 
I  are  meeting  with  well-deserved  success  in  their  un- 
i  dertaking's.    Natives  of  Ponierania,  Prussia,  Ger- 

■  many,  the  former  was  born  Dec.  30,  1856,  the  latter 
'  on  June  21,  t86i,  and  in  that  countrv  the  elder  was 
'  educated.    In  187 1  they  accomjmnied  their  parents, 

Ch.ristopher  Wilhelm  and  Caroline  (  Hageman  ) 
Wollenberg.  on  the:r  emigration  to  America,  and 
i  located  first  in  J-'t.  Lee.  X.  J.,  where  the  father  en- 
:  gaged  in  flower  gardening  for  a  time.  Since  1875, 
i  however,  he  has  made  his  home  in  Farmington, 
!  Flartford  Co.,  Coim.,  and  followed  general  farni- 
i  ing"  for  a  time.  In  1895  he  retired  from  business. 
In  his  family  were  six  children,  namely:  Gustav 
A.;  Paul  P\  W. ;  Olga  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Louis 
i  Horn,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  Ida  A. ;  Linda  A. ; 
j  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy. 
I  During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Ft.  Lee. 
'  X.  J.,  Paul  F.  \\'ollenberg  attended  school,  and 
i  he  has  acquired  a  good  education  in  tlie  public 
j  and  private  schools  of  this  country.  He  is  active 
I  in  church  work,  being  superintendent  of  the  Farm- 
I  ington  Congregational  Sunday-school  and  presi- 
1  dent  of  the  Plainville  Sunday-school  Lnion.  As 
;  manager,  he  had  charge  of  a  creamerv  in  Wake- 
j  field,  R.  I.,  for  five  years,  having  served  an  ap- 
;  prenticeship  of  two  and  one-half  vears  in  that  busi- 
:  ness  in  Farmington,  and  later  returned  to  the  cream- 
I  ery  for  four  vears  atid  a  half.  On  Feb.  5,  1895,  he 
I  and  his  brother,  Gustav-  A.,  bought  the  mill  at 
j  P"armington  belonging  to  J.  E.  and  Edmund  Cowles, 
and  he  has  since  .  devoted  his  entire  time  and  at- 
I  tention  to  the  milling  business,  while  his  brother 
I  carries  on  market  gardening  with  good  success. 
I  At  Peacedale,  R.  I.,  Sept.  14,  1897,  Paul  F.  W. 
j  ^^'ollenberg  married  Miss  Edith  2\L  Fison,  a  na- 
;  tive  of  England,  and  they  have  one  son,  Christopher 
I  PIcrbert,  born  [May  7,  1899. 

j  HEXRY  ALOXZO  CASE  has,  with  the  ex- 
;  ception  of  a  brief  period  of  four  vears,  been  identi- 
I  fied  with  the  interests  of  Hartford  county  tlirougii- 
I  out  life,  and  has  made  for  himself  an  honorable  rec- 
]  ord  well  worthy  of  perpetuation.  Years  of  quiet 
I  usefulness  and  a  life  in  which  the  old-fashioned  vir- 
I  tues  of  sincerity,  industry  and  integritv  are  ex- 
1  emplified  have  a  simple  beauty  that  no  words  can 
I  portray.  Youth  has  its  charms,  but  an  honorable 
\  and  honored  old  age,  to  which  the  lengthening  year^^ 
'  have  added  dignity  and  sweetness,  has  a  brighter 
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radiance,  as  if  sonic  ray  frinn  the  life  licvond  al- 
rcailv  rc.-tcd  wvow  it. 

'I'lic  Case  tainilv  is  cmc  of  the  oldest  in  .Ww 
lu-,L,dand.  and  was  founded  Iiere  liy  John  Tase  (  O, 
a  native  t'f  J'.nL;l:uid,  whence  lie  came  to  America, 
makiii!^  his  Xew  W  orkl  home  tirst  in  llie  town  of 
Windsor,  Hartford  C"(\,  Cmm..  whence,  in  1669, 
he  removed  to  the  town  of  Sim.-lniry,  setilin-^  at 
\\'catogue,  where  he  cnt;'aQed  in  faiminL;'  and  stock 
raising'  the  rest  of  his  d:iys.  He  died  there  I'eb. 
21,  1703-4.  lie  married  .^ar;di  .'■^peneer,  who  was 
born  in  1^36,  a  daughter  of  \\  illiam  Spencer,  and 
died  March  3,  1691.  The  children  horn  to  John 
Case  (i)  ami  his  wife.  .Sarah,  v.-ere  as  follows, 
tlieir  names  and  ilates  of  Ijirth  being  given:  Eliza- 
beth, iCi^S:  .Mary,  June  22.  i()6o;  John,  Xov.  5, 
William,  June  5,  \  Samuel.  June  i,  1667; 
Richard,  Aj)ril  27,  jO!k);  1  lartliolomew,  L)ctober, 
J^»70;  Josepii,,  April  6.  TO71  ;  Sarah,  Aug.  14,  1676; 
and  Abigail,  iNlav  14.  1802.  The  mother  of  these 
»iving.  Mr.  Case  for  his  second  wife  married  !Mrs. 
]-.lizal)etli  Loomis.  dauglner  of  John  !Moore  and 
widow  of  Nathaniel  Loomis.  She  died  without 
issue  July  23,  172S,  aged  ninety  years.  Of  the 
above  family, 

\\4lliam  Case  was  born  at  \\'indsor.  Conn.,  and 
came  to  Simsburv  with  his  parents.  In  1685  he 
married  Elizabeth  Elolcotnli.  daughter  of  Joshua 
Holcomb,  who  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Holcomb,  the 
emigrant,  who  settled  in  Windsor.  Seven  chil- 
dren came  to  this  union,  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  born 
September,  i6S'7:  ^^'illlanl,  March  22,  1600;  James, 
March  12,  1692;  Rachel,  Dec.  10.  1694;  Mary,  Aug. 
23,  1696 ;  "  Joshua,  June  i,  1698;  and  Zvlindwell, 
March  21,  1700.    Of  these, 

James  'Case  was  born  in  Simsburv,  and  was  a 
lifelong  farmer,  dying  in  1759;  his  remains  were 
interred  in  Simsbury  cemetery.  He  married  Esther 
Fithen,  of  Simsbury.  a  native  of  Jersey,  one  of 
the  Channel  Isles,  and  the  names  and  dates  of  birth 
of  their  children  are  as  follows :  James,  ?\Iarch 
5,  1716;  Josiah.  April  i,  1718;  Esther,  Alarch  14, 
1720;  Rachel,  Aug.  14,  1722:  and  Amasa,  Oct.  18, 
1731.    Of  these, 

Amasa  Case,  great-grandfather  of  Henry  A. 
Case,  was  born  at  Weatogue.  town  of  Simsbury. 
He  was  married  five  times,  his  nrst  wife  being 
Elizabeth  Hosknis,  by  wliom  he  had  children  as 
follows  :  Amasa.  born  Oct.  29,  1753,  married  r^Iercy 
Hillyer ;  Aaron,  b.orn  June  16.  1755,  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  5,  1756, 
married  Roger  Wilcox ;  Stephen  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1758;  Mercy,  born  Jan.  2,  1760,  married  (first) 
Gideon  Case,  and  (second)  Daniel  Bacon;-  Mehit- 
abel,  born  March  8,  1762,  married  Abram  Pinney ; 
Apollos.  born  Aug.  i,  1768,  married  Polly  Frazer ; 
Ruth  was  born  Sept.  30,  1770;  Julius,  born  Feb. 
20,  1773,  died  Mav  17,  1777;  and  Enoch,  born  May 
10,  1774,  died  July,  1797.  The  other  wives  of 
Amasa  Case  were,  respectively,  Mrs.  John  Viets, 
Mrs.  Griswold.  Mrs.  Cornish  and  Mrs.  Graham, 
by  whom  he  had  no  children. 


Aaron  Case,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Simsbury,  and  received  but  a 
limited  education.  He  followed  farming,  and  was 
a  large  laiul  owner  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Xortli  lUoomrield,  where  he  sjient  liis  entire  life. 
He  was  preMiiinent  in  politicp.l  and  ciniroh  aUairs, 
being  a  stanch  supporter  of  Jetlersoninn  principles 
in  his  later  davs,  and  an  adherent  eit  the  Eiii>C(jpal 
Lluircli.  He  served  as  warden  and  vestryman  in 
St.  .Xndrew's  Cluirch,  North  r.lo(Mni'n.ld,  and  w.as 
widelv  and  favorably  known  in  tlse  community. 
Pie  died  in  1811.  and  was  burieil  in  Sctnland  ceni- 
eterv,  Nortli  Bloonifield  town.  His  wife,  w"ho  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  ]\Ieachani,  was  born 
in  1763,  and  died  in  1835,  being  laid  to  rest  by  his 
side  in  Scotland  cemetery.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children:  IMargaret  Lodeniia,  wife  of 
Ebenezer  Sheppard  ;  Pydia,  wife  of  \\'illia;u  Moore; 
Newton,  wdio  married  Laura  Roberts  :  Betsey,  wife 
of  Aurora  Case;  Aura,  wife  of  William  Griswold; 
Sophia,  wife  of  Johnson  Brace;  and  Zelah,  fatlier 
of  our  subject. 

Zelah  Case  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
North  Bloomheld  town  Oct.  22,  1799,  and  received 
a  good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Pie  became  the  owner  of  over  500 
acres  of  land  in  that  section,  and  in  connection  wdth 
general  farming  engaged  in  the  culture  of  tobacco 
and  in  stock  raising.  Pie  was  an  enterprising'  and 
successful  business  man.  and  one  of  the  best  1  ■cnown 
and  most  highlv  respected  citizens  of  the  town, 
wdierc  his  entire  life  was  passed.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  being  quite 
domestic  in  his  tastes  he  cared  no'.hing'  for  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  C)n  }ilarch 
13,  1823,  he  married  Miss  Jennette  C.  Benton,  who 
was  born  Oct.  31,  1802,  a  daughter  of  Tliomas  and 
r^lary  (Bunce)  Benton,  and  the  children  born  of 
this  union  were  as  follows:  ]Mary  Jennette,  born 
F'eb.  23,  1S24,  became  the  wife  of  Edward  P. 
Thompson,  of  East  Granby,  and  died  Jan.  1,  1899; 
Plenry  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth  ;  Edward  Benton,  born  Feb.  9,  182S, 
is  a  resident  of  Hartford ;  Kate  H.,  born  June  19, 
1S30,  was  married,  Aug.  29,  1852,  to  George  T. 
Aitchison ;  Charles  Z..  born  Jan.  20,  1833.  is  a 
salesman  and  auctioneer,  living  in  Hartford;  Jennie 
S..  born  Jan.  o,  183^1,  was  m.arried,  Nov.  24,  1859, 
to  Frederick  Allen,  and  died  April  14,  1899;  ^Vat- 
son  G.,  born  July  17,  1838,  died  Oct.  11,  1857;  Hat- 
tie  S.,  born  IMay  i,  1841,  was  married,  Nov.  17, 
1864,  to  Walter  C.  Goodwin,  who  died  Oct.  30, 
1899;  IMargaret,  born  Sept.  i,  1843,  was  married, 
Oct.  6,  1870,  to  William  W.  Bartholomew.  The 
father  died  on  his  farm  April  14.  1872,  the  mother 
on  3>Iarch  8,  1891,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years  and  four  months,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Scotland  cemetery.  Thev  were  consistent 
Christian  people,  holding  membership  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  they  reared  a  family  in  which  they 
took  a  just  pride. 

Henry  A.  Case,  wdiose  name  introduces  this  re- 
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view,  was  horn  im  the  old  lioincstcad  in  North 
l?loonitiolii  tow  n  Dec.  i,  1825.  and  tlioro  spent  his  { 
bovh.ood  uavs.  working;  on  the  farm  dnrinq;-  the  sum-  j 
mcr  season  and  attentlinsj  the  local  schools  during  j 
the  winter  months.    As  the  teachers  in  those  days  i 
were  not  ahvavs  well  qualilied  lor  their  lahors  his  j 
opportmiities  for  acquiring  a  good  education  were  j 
not  of  the  best,  but  bemg  a  close  student  and  pos-  | 
sessing  a  retentive  memory,  lie  made  the  most  of  | 
his  advantages.    He  can  relate  many  interesting  in-  | 
cidents  that  happened  seventy  years  ago,  and  has  I 
an  excellent  memory  for  dates.    On  attaining  his  ! 
majoritv  he  left  home  and  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  working  the  first  year  as 
a  farm  h.and.    In  iS4[)  he  commenced  learning  the 
miller's  trade  in  the  Kllsworili  mill  at  Spoonville, 
where  lie  remained  two  years,  and  in  1851  went  to 
Xew  York  City,  where  he  obtained  employment  as 
head  miller  at  the  Sanderson  INIills,  corner  of  Twen- 
tv-ninth  street  and  Eleventh  avenue.    Four  years 
were  thus  passed,  and  the  following  year  he  was 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  by  the  firm  of  Seeley 
&  Ciose,  after  which  he  rented  a  mill  at  Nos.  221- 
W  est  Twenty-sixth  street.    He  put  in  a  port- 
able engine,  and  operated  it  for  seven  n:onths  as  a 
flour  and  feed  mill,  grinding  feed  principally  for 
the  Xew  York  Consolidated  Stage  Co.  Returning 
to  Connecticut  in  the  spring  of  1855,  ]\Ir.  Case  lo- 
cated in  East  Granby  town,  Hartford  county,  and 
purchased  the  mill  at  Spoonville,  together  with  115 
acres  of  land,    tor  twenty-seven  years  he  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  grinding  flour  and  feed. 
He  also  added  a  sawmill  to  his  plant  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  in  the  mean-  | 
time  operated  his  farm,  on  which  he  made  extensive 
and  valuable  improvenients,  including  the  erection  ! 
of  a  fine  residence,  good  barns,  tobacco  sheds,  etc. 
He  sold  his  gristmill  in  1882,  but  still  retains  the 
sawmill,  which  is  now  carried  on  by  his  son,  who 
also  operates  the  farm.    ^Ir.  Case  was  one  of  the 
first  to  grow"  tobacco  to  any  extent  in  Spoonville, 
and  in  most  of  his  business  enterprises  he  met  with 
well-merited  success,  becoming  quite  well-to-do. 

In  East  Granbv  town  Mr.  Case  was  married,  in 
1859,  to  IMiss  Almira  Antoinette  Elolcomb,  a  na- 
tive of  the  town  of  Simsbury,  and  a  daughter  of 
Amasa  and  Almira  Antoinette  (Rice)  Holcomb. 
She  died  Oct.  13,  1S71,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Scotland  cemetery.  She  was  a  good  Christian 
woinan,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  an 
affectionate  wife  and  niother.  Four  children  \vere 
born  of  that  union:  Harry  \V.  is  mentioned  below; 
Hattie  ]\Iay,  born  April  10,  1863.  is  now  the  wife 
of  Arthur  S,  Campbell,  of  X'ew  York  City ;  Nor- 
wood Thompson,  born  Jan.  30,  1866,  is  a  stock 
dealer:  and  Antoinette  Margaret,  born  June  4.  18^^18, 
is  at  home.  The  children  were  all  well-educated, 
and  the  younger  daughter  is  a  young  lady  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement,  who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  lit- 
erature and  art.  Mr.  Case  was  again  triarried,  Aug. 
20,  1872,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Laura 
S.  Hopkins,  a  native  of  Rensselaer  county,  X".  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Hopkins. 


On  the  evening  of  Dec.  10,  1890,  Mr.  Case  retired 
seemingly  in  his  usual  health,  with  his  facnitie-. 
imimpairecl.  but  on  awakening  next  morning  found 
that  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  sight,  the  optic 
nerve  being  decayeil.  \\  ith  the  hoi)C  of  recovering 
his  sight,  he  silent  thousand.s  of  dollars,  and  visited 
the  leading  siKcialisls  in  Hartford,  Xew  York  and 
Boston,  but  all  to  no  avail.  He  bears  his  misfortune 
with  Christian  fortitude,  however,  is  very  cheerfid, 
and  of  a  genial,  social  disposition.  He  is  a  good 
conversationalist  and  entertaining  companion,  and 
in  his  wife  has  foimd  a  faithful  helpmeet — one  will- 
ing to  share  all  of  his  misfortunes  and  trials.  He  is 
noted  for  his  upright  character  and  honesty  of  pm-- 
pose,  and  his  friends  are  many  throughout  the 
county.  Politically  lie  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  in 
early  life  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  politics.  Jn  1869  he  was  elected  to  represent 
East  Granby  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  which 
he  did  in  a  most  able  and  satisfactorv  manner.  He 
lias  been  a  lifelong  member  of  St.  iVndrew's  Episco- 
pal Cliurch,  and  for  several  years  served  as  vestry- 
man. 

Harry  W.  Case,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  East  Granby  town,  Jan.  6,  1861,  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  completed 
his  education  in  the  Hartford  grammar  school.  He 
has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  home  farm,  and 
under  the  able  direction  of  his  father  earlv  became 
a  thorough  farmer  and  miller,  and  a  successful  busi- 
ness man.  Fie  nC)W^  has  charge  of  the  farm  and 
sawmill,  and  is  making  a  specialty  of  tobacco  rais- 
ing. He  is  much  devoted  to  his  father,  as  are  also 
the  other  children.  He  was  married.  May  3,  1S93, 
to  aFss  Annie  IM.  Whitehead,  w  ho  was  born  Jan.  6, 
1875,  in  Simsbury,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  White- 
head. Two  children  bless  this  union :  Marie  An- 
toinette, born  Feb.  27.  1894;  and  Harry  White- 
head, born  Sept.  3,  1898.  Harry  W.  Case  is  also  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  m  which  he  is  now 
serving  as  junior  warden.  He  has  served  as  second 
selectman  in  the  town  of  East  Granby,  oiv;  term, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs. 

GEORGE  H.  MIXER.  Few  citizens  of  the 
L'nited  States  can  trace  their  ancestry  through  six 
centuries,  and'  the  genealogy  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  prominent  resident  of  Hazardville,  is  of 
more  than  usual  interest. 

Mr.  Miner  is  of  ttie  eighteenth  generation  in 
direct  descent  from  Sir  Henry  Miner,  of  Somer- 
setshire, England,  who  died  in  1359.  leaving  four 
sons,  Henry,  Edward,  Thomas  and  George.  There 
are  two  accounts  preserved  as  to  the  knighting  of 
this  ancestor,  whose  name  was  originally  Henry 
Bullman,  and  at  this  late  day  it  is  impossible  to 
make  definite  choice  between  them.  According  to 
one,  he  resided  at  Mendippe  Colles  Minerarij,  Men- 
dippe  Hills,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  ancl  would 
appear  to  have  been  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence, 
for  when  King. Edward  HI  passed  through  the 
place  in  1346,  on  his  way  to  make  war  against  the 
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I'rcnch,  Ilonry  lUillman  iirottercd  his  services,  witli 
tlioso  of  a  huinlrod  uoincstics  and  otlicr  iiieiuals,  all 
ar;r.ed  with  baiile-axcs.  lii  recognition  of  his  loy- 
allv  and  valor  the  King^  kniqlued  liini,  confcrriui; 
upon  him  a  coat  of  arms,  and  changed  his  name  to 
^  i\iincr.  'J'h.c  other  tradition  is  to  the  effect  tliat  some 
silver  mines  of  the  King  had  been  mismanaged  by 
the  different  oliicials  placed  in  charge,  and  he  had 
been  defranded  of  large  revenues.  Henry  lJullman 
proved  faithful  and  successful  in  their  managCTncnt, 
and  as  a  reward  was  given  the  name  of  '".Miner" 
and  a  coat  of  arms.  The  shield  of  the  coat  of  arms 
was  "armorial  gules,"  or  according  to  another  state- 
ment it  had  "perpendicular  gules  (or  red  lines),  and 
a  fesse  between  three  plates  argent."  The  crest  was 
a  Knight's  helmet  and  a  hand  grasping  a  battle- 
axe,  the  battle-axe  at  one  end,  and  a  javehn  at  the 
ciher.  The  coat  of  arms  is  said  to  have  been  con- 
ferred in  1339.  which  was  seven  years  previous  to 
the  war  with  the  French,  and  hence  does  not  agree 
Avith  the  statement  that  it  was  conferred  because 
of  valor  displayed  in  that  war. 

(II)  Henr>'  ]\Iiner,  son  of  Henry  (Bullman) 
!Miner,  married  Henreta  Hicks,  and  had  two 
sons,  William  and  Henry.  His  wife  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Hicks,  of  Gloucester,  from  whom,  as 
appears  by  the  paling  of  their  arms,  have  descended 
the  Hicks  of  IBeverston  Castle.  Henry,  the  sec- 
end  son,  served  in  the  armv  of  King  Richard  II,  in 

(III)  William  IMiner,  the  next  in  line  of  de- 
scent, married  a  ^liss  Hobbs,  of  Wiltshire,  and  had 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  George. 

(IV)  Thomas  ■Miner,  son  of  William,  married 
a  Miss  Gressleys,  daughter  of  Cotton  Gressleys,  of 
the  County  of  Stafford,  and  his  children  were  Lod- 
ovick,  George  and  [Mary. 

(V)  Lodovick  !Miner,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dyer,  of  Staughton,  in 
the  County  of  Huntingdon,  England.  He  had  three 
sons,  Thomas,  born  in  1436;  and  (twenty-two  years 
later)  George  and  Arthur  (twins),  both  of  whom 
served  the  house  of  Austria. 

(VI)  Thomas  [Miner,  son  of  Lodovick  and 
Anna  (Dyer)  [Miner,  married  Bridget,  daughter 
of  Sir  George  Hervie  de  St.  [Martin,  of  the  County 
of  Middlesex.  He  died  in  1480,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, William  and  Anna. 

(VII)  William,  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget 
Miner,  married  Isabella  Harcope  de  Frolibay.  He 
swore  to  avenge  the  death  of  the  two  young  Princes, 
murdered  in  the  tower  of  London.  At  his  death  he 
left  ten  sons. 

(VIII)  William  [Miner,  eldest  son  of  William 
and  Isabella  ( Harcope  de  Frohbayj  [Miner,  had 
two  children,  Clement  and  Elizabeth.  He  died  Feb. 
23.  1585,  and  is  buried  in  the  church  at  Chew- 
Magna,  in  the  Priest's  Chancell,  about  four  feet 
from  the  wail.  The  coat  of  arms  is  engraved  on 
the  stone.  By  the  records  and  registers  of  the 
church  it  is  evident  that  his  name  was  William 
IMyner,  and  they  agree  with  the  stone  as  to  date  and 


I  place,  and  he  must  have  been  the  head  of  the  fani- 
j  ily,  as  appears  by  the  coat  of  arms, 
j  (IX)  Clement,  son  of  William  Miner,  suc- 
!  ceeded  to  his  father's  estate.  He  married  and  had 
i  foin-  children.  His  death  occurred  [March  31,  1640, 
I  ;uid  he  is  buried  at  Chew-[Magna,  in  the  County  of 
Somerset. 

(X)  Thomas  [Miner,  second  son  of  Clement 
[Miner,  was  born  April  23.  160S,  at  Chew-Magna, 

j  County  of  Somerset,  England,  and  died  Oct.  23, 
i6yo,  at  Ouiambogue,  in  the  town  of  Stonington, 
Conn.,  being  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  AuK-r- 
ica.    liis  wife,  'Grace,  daughter  of  Walter  Palmer, 
was  born  in  160S,  and  they  were  luarried  April 
j  20,  1633.    He  was  called  lieiuenant,  and  it  is  said 
i  that  he  lield  a  commission  as  such  in  the  Eng- 
I  lish  army  ;  that  he  came  to  America  in  1630,  re- 
I  turned  to  England  the  following  year,  sold  his  com- 
I  mission,  and  came  again  to  America  in  the  year 
j  1633.    Another  account  says  that  he  came  to  Amer- 
I  ica  with  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  family  in  the 
ship  "Arabella,"  arriving  at  Salem,  Mass.,  June  14, 
1630,  and  with    Governor  Winthrop     settled  in 
Charlestown,  [Mass.    He  is  said  to  have  removed 
to  Hingham,  [Mass.,  in  1635,  and  to  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  in  1645.    At  Xev.'  London  he  was  given  a 
lot  on  which  he  built  a  house  the  same  vear ;  his 
seventh  son,' [Manassah,  was  the  first  male  child  born 
in  Xew  London  town.   In  1652  or  '53,  ne  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  east  of  Wegtieteciuock  Cove,  three 
j  miles  from  [}^Iystic,  and  built  a  house.  His  father- 
j  in-law  purchased  of  Governor  Haynes,  of  Connecti- 
I  cut,  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Colony  of 
I  Xew  London,  which  had  been  granted  to  Governor 
1  Haynes  for  a  farm.    This  tract  included  the  land 
I  on  which  the  house  of  Thomas  [Miner  stood,  and 
Palmer  agreed  to  give  [Miner  one  hundred  pounds 
value,  in  such  cattle  as  Governor  Haynes  might  se- 
j  lect  from  Palmer's  herd,  to  satisfy  him  for  his 
I  claim.   The  contract  is  dated  July  15,  1653,        in  it 
I  [Miner  reserved  the  right  to  occupy  his  house  until 
he  should  build  another  at  [Mistuxet,  now  called 
Quiambogue,  in  the  town  of  Stonington,  Conn.  This 
house  was  built  in  1653,  and  here  he  lived  until  his 
death  in  1C90.    It  is  said  that  he  held  every  office 
in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen,  serving  for  some  time 
as  deputy  magistrate,  selectman,  chief  military  of- 
ficer, and  he  was  town  clerk  for  a  number  of  years. 
This  Thomas  [Miner  had  twelve  children,  and  is 
•  the  progenitor  of  nearly  all  the  [Miners  in  America. 

(XI)  Clement  [Miner,  fourth  child  and  fourth 
son  of  Thomas  and  Grace  (Palmer)  [Miner,  was 
born  in  Flingham,  [Mass.,  probably  in  1638,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1700.    Pie  married  the  widow 

I  Frances  Willey  on  Xov.  26,  1662,  and  had  six  chil- 
!  dren. 

(XII)  Joseph  [Miner,  second  child  and  eldest 
son  of  Clement  and  Frances  -Miner,  was  born  Aug. 
6,  1666.  He  married  Elizabetli  Comstock  on  [March 
12,  1689,  and  had  two  children,  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

i        (Xlll)    Joseph  [Miner,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliz- 
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abcth  (^Conistock)  Miner,  was  born  Marcli  3,  1600. 
Un  I'cb.  Ji,  1713.  lu-  married  Grace  Turner,  by 
whom  he  liad  ei,i;ht  e!-iiUh-en. 

(Xl\')  Jesse  Miner,  second  son  of  J.'Seph  and 
Grace  (^lurner)  Aliner.  was  born  Aul;'.  13.  171O, 
He  married  Jane  Watrous,  and  iiad  twelve  ciiildren.  ; 

(X\  )  Turner  Miner,  eldest  son  ol  Jesse  and 
Jane  (_\\'atrous  )  Miner,  was  born  Xov.  12.  173S,  and 
died  at  Xew  London,  Conn.,  April  23,  1802.  lie 
was  a  shoemaker,  and  owned  a  small  place  in  the 
suburbs  of  Xew  London,  Conn.  During'  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  he  was  a  Tory,  but  while  his  svmpa- 
thies  were  with  LuL^land  they  did  not  lead  him  to 
anv  overt  acts.  At  the  massacre  of  I'ort  Ciriswold, 
and  the  burnin.g  of  Xew  London  by  the  British  on 
Sept.  6,  1 78 1,  he  withdrew  with  his  family  from  the 
city  into  the  country.  On  Jan.  23,  1760,  he  married 
Rebecca  Moore,  anti  the\-  had  tifteen  children.  | 

(X\'l)  Jesse  Miner,  seventh  child  and  third 
son  of  Turner  and  Rebecca  (Moore)  r^Iiner,  was 
born  in  Xew  London,  Conn..  I\b.  4,  1770,  and  died 
at  \'ernon,  Conn.,  Xov.  29,  1858.  He  married  Bet- 
sey ^\'atkins.  Xov.  17,  1793.  and  she  l)ore  him  four 
children :  Lucy,  Harry  \Vatkins,  Olive  and  Dudley 
Turner.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  ]^Ianchester,  Conn.,  but  he  later  purchased  a 
farm  in  X'ernon,  Conn.,  where  he  died.  During  the 
war  of  1 8 12  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  govern- 
ment, transporting  large,  heavy  masts  and  other  ship 
timber  across  the  countrv  to  X'ew  London  for  war 
vessels.  In  his  old  age  lie  received  a  pension  of  160 
acres  of  government  land  in  Iowa,  which  he  sold 
for  $50. 

(X\TI)  Harry  W'atkins  ^Miner,  son  of  Jesse  and 
Betsey  (\\'atkins)  r^Iiner,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  ^^lanchester.  Conn.,  Sept.  5, 
1798,  and  died  at  Rockville,  ^lay  16.  1858.  On 
April  II.  1827,  he. married  Mehitaliel,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sally  Griswold,  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
and  they  liad  two  children,  who  grew  to  maturity : 
George  Henry  and  Francis  Alfred.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  conducted  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  but 
in  later  life  he  followed  farming  at  Rockville,  in 
the  town  of  \'ernon,  Tolland  Co..  Conn.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  military  aliairs,  and  at  one  time  was 
captain  of  a  company. 

(X\TII)  George  Henrv  Miner,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  at  \'ernon.  Conn.,  July  26, 
1835,  and  grew  t'  )  manhood  in  Rockville ;  he  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  and  in 
the  W'esleyan  Academy  at  W'ilbraham,  Mass..  and 
on  attaining  his  majority  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Granite  Paper  Aid's,  at  \'ernon.  Conn.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  seven 
years.  He  then  sold,  and  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Phoenix  Cotton  and  Warp  Aiills,  of  \'ernon, 
with  which  he  was  connected  nearly  seven  vears. 
In  the  fall  of  1876  he  located  at  Llazardville  Station, 
where  he  held  the  position  of  station  agent  seven, 
years,  and  in  1883  he  settled  at  Hazard ville.  where 
he  was  employed  as  foreman  of  the  yard  hands  for 
the  Hazard  Powder  Co.  for  seven  years.  Since  1890 
he  has  practically  lived  a  retired  life. 


On  April  It,  1857,  Mr.  .Miner  married  for  his 
first  wife,  .Miss  J'hehe  .\.  ITd'.er,  daughter  (if  Wil- 
lard  and  Deborah  (Mo.'. re)  huUer,  oi  \'erni>n. 
Conn.  She  bore  him  live  children,  of  whom  three 
lived  to  maturit\-.  viz.;  Junnia  C.  (Mrs.  I'rancis  \[. 
Packard).  Harry  W..  and  iulward  F.  Mrs.  PiuFe 
-A.  Aliner  died  at  RiK-kvil!e,  .Max  14,  180S.  and  on 
June  22,  1870,  our  subject  niarrietl  .Miss  Mary  S. 
Aludge,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Sophronia 
(Gowdy)  Aludge,  of  A'ernon,  Conn.  Air.  Aliner  and 
his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  AI.  F.  Church,  at 
Hazardville.  and  both  are  highlv  e^leemed  in  so- 
cial life.  He'  also  belongs  to  Fayette  Lodge,  Xo. 
C>9,  F.  &•  .A.  M.,  of  Rockville.  and  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

SAAIUFL  A'ERXOX,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
\  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  Rainbow- 
Book  Binderv.  has  occu;)ied  tliat  responsible  posi- 
tion ever  since  the  department  was  created,  in  iSqo, 
and  is  a  practical,  enterprising  and  wide-awake 
business  man.  He  was  born  in  Lerov,  Genesee  Co., 
X.  Y.,  Aug.  17,  1863,  and  belongs  to  a  family 
noted  for  its  business  ability,  being  a  son  of  Aliles- 
and  Elizabeth  (Radley'  A'ernon,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere. 

Air.  A'ernon  was  a  child  of  two  years  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Aliddlesex  county,  X.  J.,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  working  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  season  and  attending  the  local 
schools  through  the  winter  months.  The  greater 
part  of  his  education,  however,  was  obtained  m 
School  X'o.  35,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  completed  by 
a  course  in  Brown's  Business  College,  of  the  same 
city.  During  his  boyhood  he  learned  thoroughly  of 
what  hard  work  consists,  and  on  leaving  the  farm 
took  up  the  trade  of  book  binding.  In  1889  he  can-ie 
to  Rainbow,  Conn.,  and  the  following  year  took 
charge  of  the  bindery,  of  which  he  is  still  at  the 
head — an  honored  and  trusted  employe  of  the  com- 
pany. He  thoroughly  understands  the  business  in 
its  various  departments,  and  having  charge  of  the 
special  department  of  the  mill  that  turns  out  a 
distinctly  superior  product  great  credit  is  reflected 
upon  him.  Air.  A'ernon  is  half  owner  of  Rainbow- 
Park,  one  of  the  popular  resorts  in  the  vicinitv  of 
Hartford,  and  for  wdiich  his  enterprise  is  partiallv 
responsible.  He  also  owns  his  comfortable  liome 
at  Rainbow%  and  is  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the 
little  village,  manifesting  considerable  interest  in  its 
welfare  by  encouraging  anything  likely  to  prove  of 
interest  or  benefit  to  the  place. 

Air.  A^ernon  married  Aliss  Fannv  Phelan,  a 
native  of  \\'est  Sufifield,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of 
AI.  D.  Phelan.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  toward  wdiich  our  subject  is  a  liberal 
contributor,  and  which  he  attends  with  her.  He  has 
one  son,  Ralph  Radley  A  ernon,  born  July  9,  1899. 

CHARLES  AIERRIAIAX.  It  has  often  been 
said,  and  with  truth,  that  the  insurance  business  of 
Air.  Alerriman,  subject  of  this  .sketch,  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  extensive  in  Hartford  county. 
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outside  of  the  city.  It  has  boon  conducted  since  1SS7 
1)V  our  subject,  and  the  end  of  its  £;ro\vlii  is  not  yet. 
]t  inchides  risks  ni  South  Windsor,  East  Hartford, 
Cdastonburv,  -Marlboro,  iiasl  Windsor,  also  in  th\rt- 
ford,  Manchester  and  varii.nis  towns  along  the  Sound 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Slate.  'J"!ie  aLrgreg-ate  losses 
paid  out  througi',  this  aL^er.ey  in  twelve  years  ex- 
ceed ^120,000.  Success  is  usually  the  resuU  of  a 
combination  of  causes.  In  that  of  nur  subject  i:me 
ot  two  are  especially  conspicuous,  lie  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  of  splendid  vitahty  ant!  energy. 
Moreover,  he  possesses  a  personality  of  that  charm 
which  invites  trade  relations.  Most  men  like  to  do 
business  with  a  q-entleman. 

The  Merriman  family  has  descended  from  one 
Walter  Meryman  (as  the  name  was  formerly 
spelled),  who  in  1745  settled  at  Harpswell  Center, 
on  the  coast  of  Maine.  .Walter  ^lerynian.  the  son 
of  Walter  and  iSetsev  (  fuller)  Meryiuan.  was 
born  (at  Harpswell)  in  1751,  ani.!  in  1771  niarried 
Miss  Elizabeth  Webber.  Joseph  r^Ieryman,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  the -son  of  Walter 
and  Elizabeth  (Webber)  Meryman,  and  was  born 
at  Harpswell,  Oct.  25,  178S.  He  was  a  sea  cap- 
tain, and  was  married  to  Miss  Eunice  Martin,  who 
was  born  June  9,  1794,  daughter  of  Capt.  ]\Iatthew 
jNIartin,  of  Harpswell.  Capt.  Joseph  Meryman  re- 
moved with  his  family  in  1S26  from  ]\Iaine  to  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  physique, 
and  was  known  to  have  carried  a  barrel  of  flour 
under  each  arm.  He  was  engaged  in  the  \\'est 
Indies  trade,  taking  the  Xew  England  products  to 
Cuba  and  Jamaica,  and  returning  with  cargoes  of 
molasses  and  tropical  produce.  His  death  was  un- 
timely. As  master  of  the  brig  "Eight  Sons,"  owned 
by  S.  and  W'.  Kellogg,  of  Hartford,  merchants  in 
the  West  Indies  trade,  he  sailed  from  iierbice,  Brit- 
ish Guiana,  and  was  lost  at  sea  with  the  entire  crew 
in  April,  1834,  the  vessel  never  being  h.eard  from 
again.  He  left  a  widow,  Eunice,  v.dio  died  Sept.  14, 
3849,  ^""^  three  children:  Thirsah,  born  April  5, 
1813,  who  married  Ferdinand  D.  Hughes,  Oct.  25, 
1837,  and  died  Dec.  19,  1844;  Joseph,  father  of  our 
subject;  and  r\Iatthew  M.,  born  June  9,  1823,  for 
many  years  associated  in  business  with  his  brother 
Joseph,  at  Hartford,  where  he  died  Feb.  16.  1882. 

Joseph  Alerriman.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Harpswell,  Maine,  Oct.  27,  18 15.  It  was 
he  who  changed  the  spelling  of  the  family  name 
from  Meryman  to' }.Ierriman.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  Flartford  in  1826,  when  about  ten  years 
old;  and  the  year  foliowing  the  family  moved  across 
the  river  to  a  house  in  the  meadow  south  of  Hart- 
ford Avenue,  then  known  as  "the  island,"  because 
during  freshets  it  v\-as  entirely  surrounded  by  the 
high  waters.  He  attended  the  little  school  which 
stood  on  Dorr  street  (now  ^^larket),  in  Hartford. 
Being  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  was  lost 
at  sea,  he  at  once  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself. 
He  clerked  for  a  year  in  a  general  store  for  $25  and 
his  board ;  was  then  employed  by  Lester  Sexton,  a 
Bridge  street  clothier,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $75 
and  board,  a  sum  which  to  the  young  man  seemed 


princely.  Soon  after  Mr.  Sexton  remo\ed  to  Xew 
CJrleans,  and  the  young  clerk  was  given  the  oppor- 
tiuiity  of  buying  the  stock  with  his  promissory 
notes  and  eng-agmg  in  business  without  capital,  an 
op])ortunity  whicli  he  seized.  For  four  years  he  de- 
rived no  net  income  from  his  business.  The  next 
year  he  cleared  $1,000  above  expenses.  In  1840  he 
removed  his  store  from  Bridge  street  (nou'  Mor- 
gan) to  .'^tate  street.  In  1851  he  became  a  whole- 
sale clothing  merchant  on  Asylum  .street,  Hartford, 
and  later  extended  his  business  to  Xew  York.  He 
remained  in  active  business  for  thirty-nine  vears, 
from  1834  to  -1873,  and  during  his  long  business 
career  he  never  asked  for  an  extension  of  a  note  nor 
paid  less  than  one  hundred  cents  on  a  dollar — an  exr 
traordinary  record,  for  he  experienced  the  panics 
of  1S37.  1857  and  1873. 

In  other  branches  of  business  'Mr.  ^^Icrriman 
also  became  prominent.  He  was  a  memb,:r  of  the 
first  board  of  directors  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Co., 
organized  in  1854,  serving  continuously  until  his 
death  in  1895.  In  1857  he  was  elected  a  director  of 
the  .Etna  Xational  Bank.  He  was  interested  in 
large  real-estate  transactions  in  Hartford,  East 
Hartford  and  elsewhere.  In  1885,  in  connection 
with  Henry  G.  Beaumont,  he  bought  the  old  Wells 
property  and  opened  Wells  avenue.  In  1859  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Flartford  Bridge  Co., 
and  from  that  year  until  the  bridge  was  bought 
by  the  hve  towns  in  1S89  he  was  at  the  head  of 
same.  During  that  time  there  was  a  reduction  of 
tliirty-seven  and  one-half  per  cent  in  the  tolls,  and 
during  his  administration  the  causeway  was  mac- 
adamized from  the  bridge  to  ^lain  street. 

In  1854,  when  the  old  Whig  party  was  giving 
place  to  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  ]\Ierriman  be- 
came interested  in  politics.  When,  two  years  later. 
Gen.  Fremont  was  a  candidate  for  President  against 
James  Buchanan,  he  took  charge  of  the  campaign 
in  East  Hartford,  and  carried  it  for  Fremont  by 
a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  one.  In  1857  he  was- 
chosen  State  representative,  serving  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Banks,  and  in  1864  he  was  chosen  State  sen- 
ator. In  1875  ^'•'^s  elected  selectman,  and  he  also 
filled  the  office  of  town-  auditor  several  times.  For 
many  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Center  Ceme- 
tery Committee. 

^Ir.  Ivlerriman  was  married.  Sept.  26,  1838,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Bemont,  daughter  of  Levi  Bemont,  and 
she  bore  him  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Merriman  died  Oct.  31.  1842,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  in  Suffield,  April  16,  1844,  ^li&s 
Jane  Eliza  Bemont,  who  was  born  in  East  Hartford 
Aug.  21,  18 19,  daughter  of  Ambrose  Bemont.  By 
this  union  there  were  four  children:  Frank  Beau- 
mont, born  June  22,  1846,  died  at  East  Hartford 
April  12.  1897;  Joseph  Martin,  bcjrn  Xov.  i,  1852, 
died  at  X'orthampton,  Mass.,  July  22,  1872  ;  Charles, 
subject  of  this  sketch,  born  March  20.  1855:  and 
Jennie  Eliza,  who  was  born  Feb.  2,  i86o,  married 
Xov.  15,  1881,  Rowland  K.  Erving,  and  died  P'eb. 
15,  1885,  in  East  Hartford,  ^frs.  Merriman  died 
Xov.  5,  1873,  and  for  his  third  wife  Joseph  Merri- 
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man  luairicd,  in  18S5,  Miss  Harriet  E.  llcinont,  wlio 
dieil  Doc.  -25,  1889.  Joseph  Morriinaii  died  Sept.  7, 
1895,  ai;od  oi_i;luv  years.  lie  luul  lieen  an  excep- 
tionallv  \voll-]irescrved  nia'.i,  and  to  liis  eigluieth 
year  had  been  bick  but  ver\'  Httle.  lie  possessed 
business  abihtv  of  a  liii;n  i>rder.  ;in'.l  with  it  intecrrity 
and  industry,  lie  was  tul.y  impressed  with  the  du- 
ties of  a  citizen,  and  attended  ahnost  every  meet- 
ing in  the  town  called  for  political  puri'oses  or  in- 
volving the  public  welfare,  and  in  his  later  years 
he  related  manv  thrilling  and  interesting  reminis- 
cences of  the  town  meetings  during  Id.-,  early  life. 
He  was  a  prominent  }*lason.  a  member  of  Orient 
Lodge  at  East  Hartford.  W  hen  a  young  man  he 
united  with  the  Xorth  Baptist  Cimrch  of  Hartford, 
and  in  later  vears  he  attend  the  churches  at  East 
Hartford,  contributing  liberally  to  their  support,  and 
assisting  notably  in  the  construction  of  the  Episco- 
pal church. 

Charles  Merriman.  the  suljject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  third  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Be- 
mont )  INlerriman.    He  was  born  in  East  Hartford^ 
and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  Merrow 
Place,  on  INIain  street,  which  his  father  purchased 
in  1856.    His  early  education  was  obtained  in  a  pri- 
vate school  conducted  by  Miss  Ann  Ayres,  in  the 
Center  district  school.    Then  for  two   years  he 
attended  the  Hartford  Public  High  School.  He 
early  developed  a  taste  for  business  and  in  1S71,  at 
tlte  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  entered  the  store  of  his 
father  at  Xos.  14  and  16  Ford  street,  Hartford. 
Two  years  later  his  father  retired  from  the  whole- 
sale business,  and  for  several  years  our  subject  was 
a  salesman  in  the  retail  clothing  store  of  Frank  B. 
Merriman,  his  brother — conducted  in  the  Boardman 
■block.  Asylum  street.  In  the  autumn  of  1876  Charles 
I\Ierriman  began  business  for  himself  by  purchas- 
ing from  Walter  A.  Loomis  the  largest  grocery  then 
in  East  Hartford,  located  in  the  rear  of  what  is 
now  Mnton's  store.    In  February,  1877,  while  only 
twenty-one  vears  of  age,  he  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter at  East  Hartford.    It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this 
connection  that  his  nephew,  E.  H.  !Merriman,  was 
afterward  made  postmaster  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years.    For  eleven  yeai:s  our  subject  conducted 
the  grocery  business  successfully,  selling  his  flour- 
ishing establishment  in  1887  to  H.  W.  \'inton.  and 
the  same  year  purchasing  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness of  Ezra  E.  Smith,  started  by  the  latter  in  18G5. 
For  the  past  thirteen  years  Mr.  Tslerriman  has  de- 
voted his  energies  to  the  further  development  of 
that  business,  and  he  has  succeceded  in  a  man- 
ner that  has  won  wide  recognition  and  commenda- 
tion.    The  main  companies  represented  by  Mr. 
Smith  were  the  ALlm,  Hartford  and  Phoenix,  of 
Hartford,  and  the  Home,  of  Xew  I'ork.    To  these 
Mr.  Merriman  has  added,  among  others,  the  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Xorth  America,  the  London  and 
Liverpool  and  Globe,  the  Xorth  British  anrl  Mer- 
cantile, the  Xational  Fire,  the  Connecticut  Fire,  the 
Middlesex  Mutual,  the  Hartford  County  Mutual, 
and  th.e  Xew  London  Co.  Mutual.    The  policies 
on  considerably  more  than  one-half  the  insured 


buildings  in  East  Hartford  are  carried  through  this 
agency,  while  the  business  has  extended  to  many 
other  towns  in  the  cotnity  and  State. 

In  politics  Mr.  Merriman  is  a  Repul)lican.  He 
has  been  active  in  politics  and  in  educational  af- 
fairs, and  has  filled  various  local  offices.  From  1891 
10  1894  he  lield  the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  Cen- 
ter school  district.  l"or  sixteen  >ears  he  has  served 
as  town  treasurer,  and  he  is  now  filling  that  posi- 
tion, running  in  recent  }ears  on  both  tickets.  At 
the  forniation  of  the  fire  district  Mr.  Merriman  was 
made  its  treasurer.  He  was  candidate  on  the  Re- 
pul)llcan  ticket  in  1S85  for  representative,  but  that 
was  a  Democratic  year  in  East  Hartford. 

'Sir.  [Merriman  was  married,  Jan.  17,  1884.  at 
Hartford,  to  }^liss  Lizzie  E.  Ranney,  who  was  born 
in  East  Hartford  Julv  26.  1859,  daughter  of  James 
H.  and  ]Marv  J.  (  1/dmer  )  Ranney.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  liave  l)een  born'  the  following  children: 
Joseph  ]\I.,  born,  in  1887,  died  in  June,  1891  ;  Chas. 
Russell,  born  Mav  29,  1891  ;  Helen  and  Irene 
(twins),  born  in  November,  1895;  Charlotte,  born 
Xov.  24,  1898.  IMr.  [Merriman  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  at  East  Hartford.  Airs.  [Merriman 
is  a  memlier  of  the  Epi.scopal  Church,  and  an  active 
worker  among  the  King's  Daughters  of  East  Hart- 
ford. 

In  1885  ]\lr.  Merriman  bought  the  first  lot  on 
Wells  avenue,  which  had  been  opened  the  year  pre- 
vious, and  built  the  first  residence  on  the  street. 
In  1894  he  purchased  the  ex-Senator  Garvan  resi- 
dence on  [Main  street,  where  he  now  resides.  [Nir. 
and  [Mrs.  [Merriman  possesses  a  delightful  home, 
v.'here  they  frequently  entertain.  They  are  promi- 
nent in  the  social  affairs  of  the  town,  moving  in  the 
best  circles,  and  dispensing  that  rare  hospitality 
which  is  the  fruitage  of  kindliness  and  all  the  graces 
and  accomplishments  of  social  life. 

WARREX  WESj.EY  COOPER,  of  Suftleld, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  bttsiness  men  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  better  example  can 
be  found  of  the  value  of  integrity,  allied  to  courage, 
foresight  and  energy  than  is  aft'ordea  by  his  success- 
ful career.  Beginning  life  as  a  poor  bov  he  must 
inevitably  have  missed  many  opportunities  for  se- 
curing an  independent  footliold  In  the  commercial 
world  had  he  not  commanded  the  entire  confidence 
of  men  of  wealth,  whose  shrewd  and  discriminating 
judgment  as  to  his  reliability  led  them  to  extend  him 
abundant  credit.  At  the  present  time  his  numerous 
interests  include  the  most  extensive  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  his  town,  and  his  advice  and  co-operation  is 
frequently  sought  in  corporate  enterprises,  his  con- 
nection with  a  project  being  considered  a  sign  of 
assured  success. 

[Mr.  Cooper  was  born  [May  13,  1839,  in  the  town 
of  Luzerne.  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  of  good  X'^ew 
England  stock,  his  ancestors  having  been  residents 
of  Suffield.  Jacob  Cooper,  his  grandfather,  who  was 
a  farmer  of  Suffield.  married  Rebecca  Spooner,  and 
both  died  in  that  town. 
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Kcv.  AUlon  S.  Qiopor,  tho  father  of  our  subjoot, 
was  a  woll-knowii  cloryyman  of  the  Alelhodi>t  Epis- 
copal Chiireli,  for  some  time  was  connected  with  tlie 
'JVov  Conference,  bnt  about  ii>43  1''-'  removed  to  \  er- 
jnoiit.  lie  married  Miss  Xancy  I'omeroy,  whose 
faniilv  has  lung'  been  prominent  in  tl;e  vicinity  of 
W'est'tield.  Mass.  ^he  dieil  ni  1S45.  leavini;  three 
children,  Samuel  Alden,  W  arren  \\  e^icy  and  Charles 
Sevn.iour;  one  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  but  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  located  in  Essex.  \  t.,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  cnstrict  schools  of  tliat  locality.  Al- 
though he  was  an  apt  scholar,  he  did  not  care  for 
books,  and  never  hesitated  to  sacrifice  schooling  for 
the  sake  of  doing  some  work  by  which  lie  could 
earn  a  few  cents.  His  father,  who  fully  appre- 
ciated the  benefits  of  a  good  education,  offered  to 
send  him  to  better  schools,  but  as  the  boy  knew  that 
the  expenses  of  the  other  sons  told  heavily  upon  the 
family  exchequer  he  preferred  to  follow  his  natural 
inclination,  and  begin  earnin.g  money,  rather  than 
be  an  additional  tax  to  his  father.  Ele  was  full  of 
energy,  never  being  idle,  and  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years  managed  to  keep  his  time  practically  occupied 
with  work  for  others.  For  eleven  months  he  was 
employed'  as  a  farm  hand  at  four  dollars  per  month, 
and,  as  he  established  a  reputation  for  promptness 
and  efficiencv,  he  found  no  difficulty  later  in  secur- 
ing work  with  farmers  in  that  locality.  He  spent 
some  time  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  town  of  Fairfax, 
Yt.,  but,  having  resolved  to  seek  a  more  profitable 
field  of  eftort,  he  left  Vermont  in  the  fall  of  1857 
with  the  intention  of  going  to  Worcester,  IMass. 
While  on  the  wav  he  learned  pi  a  situation  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  but  on  going  there  to  make  inquiries 
found  it  unsatisfactory  and  decided  to  come  to  Suf- 
field,  where  he  arrived  Sept.  8,  1857,  with  just  eight- 
een dollars  in  his  possession.  He  was  not  long  in 
securing  work  as  a  driver  on  the  stage  line  between 
Sttffield  and  Windsor  Locks,  that  being  prior  to  the 
advent  of  railroads  in  the  vicinity.  His  wages  were 
fourteen  dollars  per  month  '"and  found,"  which 
seemed  liberal  to  him ;  but  he  had  determined  to 
find  some  steady  trade,  and  after  two  months  as  a 
driver  he  entered  Edward  Austin's  carriage  shop 
as  an  apprentice  in  the  wood-working  department, 
at  forty  dollars  per  vcar  and  board.  Sickness  com- 
pelled him  to  abandon  the  w^ork,  and  on  his  recovery 
he  began  to  look  about  for  other  employment,  but 
Mr.  Austin  prevailed  upon  him  to  return  to  his 
shop,  where  he  was  employed  for  seven  years.  He 
then  went  to  )vlarictta,  Ohio,  with  a  surveying  party, 
and  engaged  in  the  oil  business  with  his  brother,  S. 
A.  Cooper,  as  a  leaser.  He  also  spent  some  time  in 
the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.:  but  after  a  year's 
absence  he  returned  to  Suffield  and  resumed  work 
as  a  carriagemaker  with  G.  S.  Austin,  continuing 
five  years.  He  then  began  working  as  a  joiner  in 
summer,  while  during  the  winter  seasons  he  made 
packing  cases,  and,  as  he  had  gained  a  knowdedge  of 


the  undertaker's  business  witn  ]\lr.  Austin,  he  be- 
i  came  interested  in  that,  liis  present  outfit  and  equip- 
j  ment  in  this  line  being  thoroughly  modern  and  com- 
i  plete  in  detail. 

j        In  1874  -Mr.  Cooper  made  his  fir:.t  venture  in  the 
i  coal  business.    The  yard  at  Suffield,  which  had  been 
I  established  by  the  railroad  companv  soon  after  the 
\  opening  of  the  line,  having  proved  unprofitable,  the 
j  first  manager  desired  to  dispi,ise  of  it,  and  offered  it 
I  to  3ilr.  Cooper,  who  thought  he  could  make  it  a  suc- 
I  cess  if  he  had  a  chance.    The  price  was  ^>i,200,  a 
i  sum  which  then  looked  large  to  him,  but  on  visitinc: 
the  owners  in  -Xew  York  and  telling  them  of  his 
I  lack  of  capital  they  readily  acceded  to  his  proposi- 
i  tion  to  buy  it  on  time.    The  dealers  also  offered  to 
i  send  him  coal  on  terms  that  he  could  meet,  and  in 
i  many  ways  the  advantage  of  having  a  good  reputa- 
j  tion  ^vas  manifested,  in  fact,  more  credit  was  of- 
1  fered  him  man  he  could  judiciously  accept.  On 
Oct.  29,  1874,  he  took  charge  of  the  yard,  and,  from 
selling  1,200  tons  the  first  year,  the  business  has 
I  now  increased  to  about  3,500  tons  annually.  At 
j  first  yiv.  Cooper  did  much  of  the  work  of  the  yard 
j  himself,  many  hundreds  of  tons  having  been  shoveled 
by  him  from  the  cars  into  his  shed,  and  nothing  was 
i  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  prompt  service  to  his 
j  customers,  orders  being  filled  after  six  p.  m.  as  read- 
j  ily  as  before.    From  the  start  he  prospered,  always 
[  managing  to  meet  his  obligations  on  time,  and  of 
1  all  the  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  paper  which 
j  he  has  had  afloat  during  his  mercantile  career  not 
,  one  note  ever  "  went  to  protest."    As  his  capital 
'  accumulated   he  increased  his   facilities,  building 
!  sheds  and  other  stnictures,  including  a  store  for 
!  general  merchandise.    The  coal  business  formerly 
I  conducted  bv  hrank  Fuller  was  absorbed  into  his 
,  own,  and  he  has  also  gone  extensively  into  business. 
I  as  a  dealer  in  grain,  hnnber,  hardware,  lime,  wood, 
cem.ent,  fertilizers  and  other  commodities,  his  tradi 
being  larger  than  that  of  any  other  merchant  in  the 
i  town.    Fie  does  a  larcre  trucking  business,  and  al- 
i  together  keeps  from  six  to  ten  horses  constantly 
i  at  work  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  various  lines  of 
enterprise,  w'hile  from  twelve  to  fifteen  workmen 
'  are  employed  the  vear  round,  the  number  being  en- 
I  larged  in  busy  seasons  to  about  thirty.    Real  estate 
i  investments  have  naturally  attracted  his  attention, 
i  and  at  one  time  he  carried  on  farming  in  connection 
j  with  his  other  business.    He  has  built  seven  resi- 
I  dences  in  Suffield  village,  and  in  1898  he  completed 
i  his  present  elegant  home, one  of  the  best  in  the  town, 
I  wdiich  is  noted  for  the  beauty  of  its  private  houses. 
;        One  would  think  that  the  care  of  all  these  dif- 
1  ferent  interests  would  be  sufficient  for  one  man, 
but  yir.  Cooper's  business-liKC  methods  permit  him 
to  carry  on  an  apparently  unlinuted  amount  of  work, 
and  as  president  of  the  Suftield  Electric  Light  Co. 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Suffield  Water  Co.  he 
has  done  much  to  insure  the  prosperity  of  both  ven- 
tures.  His  success  in  business  cannot  be  attributed 
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to  pciuirionsiioss,  as  ho  believes  in  enjcn-in^;-  tlie  go.nl 
thiiiiL^s  p1  life,  ami  in  his  dealin;^s  with  the  ]n;blic  , 
lie  has  been  inclined  to  err  on  the  side  of  generosity, 
having  occasionally  jnut  with  losses  through  trust- 
ing people  when  he  did  not  really  expect  to  he  paid.  ' 
lie  gives  snlistantial  aid  to  all  nieasm-es  for  local  i 
improvement,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  in-  | 
flnential  in  religious  work  as  a  mc.nber  of  the  Ilap-  ■ 
tist  Church,  in  which  he  has  at  times  held  oliiee.  [ 
PoHticallv  lie  is  a  strong  Republican,  but  the  pros-  i 
sure  of  business  has  prevented  him  from  taking  { 
an  acti\-e  share  in  partisan  work,  altliough  he  served  ; 
acceptably  two  vears  as  first  selectman.  j 
Our  subject's  first  wife,  ]\Iiss  Alartha  J.  King.  ; 
daughter  of  Seth  King,  of  SutHcld,  died  .March  14,  j 
1S95.  leaving  no  children.    On  Aug.  1,  1S9S,  he  | 
married  Mrs.  Jennie  (Loomis)  Drake,  widow  of  j 
\\'illiam  1!.  Drake,  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  tlie 
oldest  families  of  Suffield.    [Mr.  Cooper  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed  sociallv,  the  latter  being  | 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  \ 
and  he  is  connected  with  several  fraternal  orders, 
including  Gideon  Granger  Lodge  i\o.  62,  K.  P., 
and  Lodge  Xo.  59.  F.  &  A.  ^L,  at  Suft^cld. 

ADDISOX  r.RYAXT  STOCKWELL.  In  the 
respect  that  is  accorded  by  the  world  to  men  who 
have  made  th.eir  way  to  success  through  their  own 
eflforts,  we  find  an  unconscious  recognition  of  the 
intrinsic  worth  of  character  which  can  endure  the 
rough  discipline  of  life  and  gain  new  strength  from 
the  experience.  Am.ong  the  self-made  men  whose 
histories  lend  interest  to  this  volume  none  stand 
higher  in  public  esteem  than  does  this  well-known 
resident  of  Windsor  Locks,  who  began  his  career 
as  a  bread-wiimer  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are 
in  school,  and  has  gained  a  substantial  competence. 

^Ir.  Stockwell  comes  of  good  X'ew  England 
stock,  his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  having 
come  from  England  at  an  early  date.  \Valter  Stock- 
well,  his  grandfather,  was  Ix^rn  at  Thoinaston, 
Conn.,  but  became  a  farnier  at  Xorthampton, 
Hampshire  Co.,  ^Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1850,  aged 
nearly  one  hundred  years. 

Erastus  Stockwell,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Xorthampton,  Mass.,  and  for  many  years 
was  engaged  in  farming  there.  His  death  occurred 
in  1861.  He  married  Miss  Rucksbee  Bryant,  of 
Chesterfield,  Mass.,  a  cousin  of  William  CuUen 
Bryant,  the  famous  poet.  She  had  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers,  all  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  13,  1835,  at  the 
old  home  in  Xorthampton,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  locality.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  self-supporting,  work- 
ing for  two  years  on  a  farm,  after  which,  for  six 
years,  he  was  employed  at  the  Round  Hill  Water 
Cure.  In  i860  he  came  to  Windsor  Locks  to  en- 
gage in  mercantile  business,  buying  out  T.  B.  Perse, 
and  locating  at  the  store  now  occupied  by  James 
Keevers.  After  five  years  he  disposed  of  this  busi- 
ness and  opened  a  livery  and  .sale  stable,  in  con- 


nection with  which  he  ci inducts  a  wmxl  anil  ci^al 
busin.ess,  and  al^o  deals  exten>i\el_\'  in  wagun^,  har- 
ness, blankets  and  \\hi;is.  .\s  a  citi/en  he  has  ;d- 
wavs  been  noted  f'jr  his  progre.-sive  si)iril;  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  Dolitical  office.  In  religions  faith  a  Con- 
gregationalist,  he  and  his  family  are  leading  nieni- 
iicrs  of  the  church  at  Windsor  Locks.  Mr.  Stock- 
well  is  iilentified  with  the  Temple  of  Honor,  and  is 
pron-.inent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  vrith  which  he 
united  in  Suffield,  being  a  charter  member  of  Euclid 
Lodge.  Xo.  109.  A.  E.  &  A.  M.;  a  memlier  of 
Washington.  Chapter,  Xo.  30,  R.  A.  AL;  Suffield 
Coimcil,  Xo.  23,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Washington  Com- 
manderv,  Xo.  1.  K.  T..  at  Hartf(»rd,  and  of  Sphinx 
Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Hartford. 

In  i860  Mr.  Stockv.-ell  was  married,  in  \\'indsor 
Locks,  to  Miss  Catherine  Rooney,  of  Poughkeepsie, 
X.  v..  and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union, 
all  of  whom  have  been  well  educated :  Emma  died 
in  1884;  Frank,  who  is  in  the  drv-goods  business 
at  Sagmaw.  Mich.,  married  ^.liss  Alice  Prun.ell.  and 
has  three  children.  Bessie,  Frank  and  Luther.  Lula 
15  at  home.  Harriet  married  A.  X.  Shepard,  of 
Portland,  Conn.,  and  has  two  childien,  Xelson  and 
Dorothea. 

BEXJA^IIX  VERXOX,  superintendent  of  the 
Rainbow  Paper  ^Mill,  at  Rainbow,  this  county,  has 
won  an  enviable  reputation  for  executive  ability  by 
his  successful  management  of  the  extensive  inter- 
ests under  his  charge.  Possessing  a  complete  mas- 
tery of  the  workings  of  all  departments  of  the  es- 
tablishment, his  energetic  foresight  forestalls 
emergencies  and  keeps  everything  in  perfect  run- 
ning order,  while  his  admirable  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  workmen  inspire  them  with  confidence  and 
respect. 

The  Rainbow  Paper  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  \>rnon 
is  superintendent,  does  a  large  business,  making  a 
specialty  of  railroad  work,  and  being  able  to  supply 
all  kinds  of  bound  or  unbound  material.  Their 
patrons  include  the  principal  railroad  corporations 
in  the  United  States,  the  Xew  York  Central  and 
the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroads 
giving  large  orders.  The  mill,  which  is  now  owned 
wholly  by  Richard  \"ernon,  a  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, has  been  in  the  \'ernon  family  for  a  number 
of  years,  having  been  taken  on  a  mortgage  by  \'er- 
non  Bros.,  paper  dealers,  of  Xew  York  City,  on 
the  failure  of  William  C.  Hodge,  the  former  owner, 
to  whom  they  had  advanced  a  large  sum  of  money. 
To  the  efficient  management  of  our  subject  is  chiefly 
due  the  present  satisfactory  condition  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  has  been  converted  into  a  profitable  en- 
terprise, and  was  kept  open  without  an  interruption 
during  the  recent  financial  depression  that  caused 
the  suspension  or  permanent  failure  of  many  con- 
cerns in  similar  lines. 

The  \'ernon  family  is  of  good  old  English  stock, 
and  Richard  \'ernon,  our  subject's  great-great- 
granrlfath.er,  was  an  admiral  in  the  British  navy. 
Members  of  the  family  were  prominent  among  the 
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|.»..f.cvr  M.-ttUTs  of  AiiK-vica.  ami  Ml.  X'crnrm,  the 
ivrti\r«'t  \\  a-l-.iii^it»>n.  was  iiaMicd  in  lienor  of  llicni. 
Ku-lar.l  \cnu.n.  llic  Kraii'luii!<-r  i.t  our  suhjeci, 
%iav.-i  rc-.-Km  v.i  Di-v- ■n>hiro,  l-.ii-lan.l,  and  a  man 
i«-v.isusi  ;»n.l  wi-altli,  l.dn;;  a  >lrij)  owikt  of  proni- 
..';.<■.  He  iiiarriiil  I'.lizalK  tli  W  iH>.  and  nad  hvc 
1  .V  >,-i:;iuc!,  oi  ihc  firm  >>I  Wrnc-n  r>io=.,  m'^n- 
s\-  i;."\c;  MiU-N  owv  >uliji.vl  s  father  :  Tliunias. 
a  t!',«.fv.!M-f  of  firm  of  \  iTnv)n  I'.ros. :  Cliarlcs  W  ., 
n  il^j-ii-^t  nii!ji>ur;  and  I-iicharil.  w'r.o  was  for  many 
t.^f»  a  *>ca  captain,  and  nia<k-  lii.-  lionic  for  a  time 
;i.  :h\-  I'nitod  Mate-. 

Miic.N  \'crnoii.  our  snlijeel's  father,  was  hurn  in 
ihif'  in  iJevon.dnre.  Mngland,  and  married  !Miss 
ri!/alietli  Kadley.  a  native  <>i  tlie  same  county.  Ivirn 
in  lSi8.  Her  father.  Kicharil  Kadley,  owned  a 
L'ir;.;i.-  e.>-tatc  there,  and  he  and  his  family  were  of 
c.\i  client  .social  standing-.  C 'n  cumiuL;'  ti  i  the  United 
Statis  -Miles  \  ernon  located  tn-st  in  denesee  eoun- 
tv.  X.  v.,  where  ho  owned  a  tine  farm,  and  later 
ruiMved  to  the  vii'inity  of  \\"oodbridge,  X.  J.,  con- 
tiiiuin;.,'  agricultural  work  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  14.  18S8.  He  was  the  first  to 
imi)ort  Devonshire  cattle  into  tne  United  States, 
lie  left  valuable  real  estate  at  Woodbridge,  which 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  His  esti- 
mable wife  survived  him  but  a  few  years,  dying 
Jan.  12,  1S90.  They  had  the  following  children: 
George  R.,  head  of  \'ernon  Bros.  &  Co..  paper 
makers,  Xo.  22  Read  street,  X'ew  York ;  Charles, 
liead  salesman  of  above  company  ;  Miss  Elizabeth ; 
Richard,  now  sole  owner  of  the  Rainbow  Paper 
Mill,  who  resides  in  IMadison.  X'.  J.,  and  has  an 
office  at  No.  239  Broadway,  Xew  York ;  ^Nliles,  of 
the  firm  of  S.  E.  &  ^L  \  ernon,  Xo.  69  Duane  street, 
K^ew  York  ;  Benjamin,  our  subject ;  Thomas,  a  sales- 
man for  the  Rainbow  Paper  ]Mill ;  and  Samuel,  of 
whom  a  sketcn  appears  elsewhere. 

Benjamin  A'ernon  was  born  June  15,  1S56,  at 
Leroy,  Genesee  Co.,  X'.  Y.,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work,  acquiring  valuable  habits  of  industry.  In 
the  winter  he  usually  attended  the  local  schools,  but 
at  times  he  studied  in  private  schools  near  his  home. 
Later  he  took  a  course  in  a  business  college  in 
Brooklyn,  and  in  1876  he  left  home  to  make  his 
way  in  the  world,  going  to  Colorado,  then  a  terri- 
tory. His  first  vote  was  cast  after  the  admission  of 
the  State  for  Gov.  Pitkin,  the  first  executive.  He 
spent  some  time  in  the  San  Juan  district,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  ^^lineral  Point  and  Ouray,  gaining 
an  interesting  experience  of  border  life.  About 
1878  he  went  to  Arizona,  traveling  1.500  miles  on 
horseback,  and  visited  the  (now)  town  of  Tomb- 
stone when  but  one  house  stood  on  the  site.  He 
also  made  a  trip  to  Xew  [Mexico,  and  in  all  spent 
about  five  years  in  the  West,  being  sometimes  em- 
ployed in  various  capacities  and  at  other  times  en- 
gaging in  business  for  himself.  His  work  in  quartz 
mills  gave  him  his  first  practical  knowdedge  of  ma- 
chinery, and  as  he  generally  held  responsible  posi- 
tions he  learned  also  to  manage  workmen,  the  e.x- 
pericnce  proving  a  most  useful  one.  X\'hen  he  re- 
turned home,  in  i88r,  he  expected  to  go"  back  to 


the  West,  but  at  the  urgent  re(|uesl  of  his  jiarents 
gave  u\)  the  \)l:.u\.     In  18S1)  .Mr.  \  ern^'u  went  to 
Kainbc'W  in  the  intercut  of  \'erne)n  l'>ros.,  of  .Xew 
Y(.>rk,  and  in  1888,  after  learning  the  practical  de- 
;  tails  I  if  the  business,  he  took  the  place  of  sujier- 
intendent.    Jle  has  built  an  altracti\-e  residence  at 
i\ainh(i\v,  and  now  owns  a  large  tract  of  farming 
'■and,  nu'.ch  of  which  is  tlevoted  to  tobacco  raising. 
Since  his  reuKnal  to  the  village  h.e  has  shown  a 
loval  interest  in  all  that  concerns  its  development, 
I  and  he  is  rightlv  regardled  as  one  of  the  must 
'  ])opular  citizens  of  the  town.    Politically  his  sym- 
pathies have  alwa}'s  been  with  the  Re])ublican  party 
I  in  State  and  Xational  issues,  but  he  votes  independ- 
'  ently  on  local  questions,  according  to  his  judgment 
;  as  to  litness  of  candidates.    Beyond  voting  regularly 
he  leaves  partisan  work  to  otliers,  as  his  business  in- 
terests require  his  undivided  attention.  Fraternally 
he  is  identilied  with  Washington  Lodge,  Xo.  70, 
F.  &  .\.  AL,  at  \\  indsor.    W  bile  he  is  not  a  church 
1  memljer  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Poquonock,  to  the  support  of  which  he  is 
i  a  liberal  contributor. 

1  On  June  7,  1SS8,  ~SIt.  Vernon  married  Miss 
i  Xellie  B.  Kay,  and  two  children  brighten  their  home  : 
1  George  Kay  and  Dorothy.  Socially  the  family  is 
■  much  esteemed,  ]\Irs,  \  ernon  was  born  at  Xew 
I  lirunswick,  X.  J.,  of  Scottish  ancestry,  and  her 
1  father,  William  Kay,  was  a  well-known  pajjer- 
,  maker.  John  C.  Kay,  }^Irs.  \'ernon's  grandfather, 
was  the  first  to  introduce  the  process  of  callcndering 
i  paper  in  the  web  at  Trenton,  X'.  J.,  about  1850. 

;       E.  L.  COBB,  of  Windsor,  is  a  man  wdiose  ster- 
i  ling  qualities  of  character  have  won  for  him  a  high 
j  standing  in  the  community.    For  manv  years  he  has 
I  been  prominent  among  that  intelligent  and  influen- 
tial body  of  citizens  known  as  the  IMasonic  frater- 
nity, in  wdiich  he  has  attained  the  thirt_\ -second  de- 
gree, and  in  local  affairs  he  manifests  a  public  spirit 
1  and  freedom  from  self-seeking  wdiich  are  most  com- 
!  mendable. 

1  By  his  upright  life  he  sustains  well  the  prestige 
of  a  good  old  familv  name  that  has  been  held  in 
honor  in  X'ew  England  from  an  early  date  and 
wdiich  was  borne  by  several  "minute  men''  in  the 
trying  times  of  the  Revolution.  The  tirst  ancestor 
of  wdiom  any  record  has  been  preserved  came  to 
America  in  1643  from  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth, 
England,  and  settled  first  at  Scituate.  ^lass.,  and 
then  in  Rhode  Island,  wdiile  later  generations  lo- 
cated in  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut. 

X'athaniel  Cobb,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  a  blacksmith  by  occupation,  and  made  his  home 
at  Colebrook,  Connecticut. 

Jacob  B.  Cobb,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  for  some  years 
before  his  death  he  resided  in  Windsor.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  in  Canton, 
Conn.,  Vvhile  on  a  visit,  but  his  remains  \\cr~i 
buried  in  \\'indsor.  His  wife,  Hannah  Spencer, 
was  ninety-two  years  old  at  death.  They  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  two  are   stili  living: 
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Hiintiiii;ton.  of  J'hihulolphia.  and  Charlotte  E., 
willow  '  of  Timothy  J'hcl;'s.  oi  WiikIsit.  'J"1k' 
former  is  a  wtll-known  ji  iiiniali^l,  hcim;-  now 
on  tlx-  editorial  statV  i.f  'fiic  J 'hiia.h-!  i-hia  Xorlh 
.liiu-ru-an.  while  he  was  for;r.erlv  a  writer  for  the 
New  \  ork  'J'nhiiiu-.  umler  Horace  Greek-y's  nian- 
a^emeiu,  ami  private  secretary  to  Simon  Cameron 
during:  his  term  as  Secretary  of  War.  ]  le  is  a  well- 
preserved  man  and  is  still  active  in  pnhlic  aft'airs, 
holding  the  position  of  chief  clerk  of  the  L  nited 
States  -Mint  in  I'hiladeliihia. 

Hiram  Cobb,  unr  snbject's  father,  was  born  at 
Colebrook,  Conn..  an;l  was  the  eldest  son  and  sec- 
ond child.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  his  educa- 
tion being-  limited  to  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality,  but  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his 
youth,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a  builder,  although  at  one  time  (  soon  after  his 
removal  to  Windsor  in  US55)  he  was  interested  in 
the  tobacco  business.  Politically  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat imtil  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
which  he  became  an  earnest  worker.  During  the 
war  he  served  as  Deputy  Provost  IMarshal,  and  he 
was  postmaster  at  ^\'indsor  under  the  administra- 
tions of  Lincoln  and  Grant.  He  was  five  feet  eleven 
inches  in  height,  with  a  large,  biny  frame,  and 
weighed  about  one  hmidred  and  seventy  pounds, 
and  enjoyed  robust  health  until  stricken  with  paral- 
ysis, from  which  he  died  in  Windsor,  Oct.  30,  1895, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  \\'hile  still  a  resident  of 
Colebrook  he  married  ]\Iiss  Harriet  Hawley,  a  na- 
tive of  that  town,  who  survives  him  and  now  re- 
sides with  our  subject.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Elisha 
Hawley,  a  native  of  Xorfolk,  Conn.,  and  belongs  to 
an  old  and  highly  respected  family,  which  includes 
among  its  members  United  States  Senator  Hawley. 
Our  subject  is  the  elder  of  two  children,  and  his 
only  sister,  De  Ette,  is  now  ]\Irs.  Jolm  G.  Caulk- 
ins,  of  Winsted,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  born  Oct.  18,  1848,  at  the  old 
home  in  Colebrook,  but  as  his  parents  removed 
to  Windsor  during  his  childhood  his  education 
was  chiefly  gained  in  the  academy  there.  He  also 
took  a  course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  Col- 
lege, Hartford,  in  preparation  for  commercial  life, 
as  his  early  training  in  carpentering  and  farm  work, 
under  his  father's  direction,  had  proved  those  occu- 
pations to  be  congenial.  From  early  boyhood  he  was 
employed  occasionally  by  neighbors,  but  his  time  wac 
spent  mainly  at  home  until  1S73,  when  as  the  car- 
penter business  was  dull,  he  found  a  situation  in  New 
Haven  as  a  bookkeeper  for  Lewis  Osterweis,  a 
prominent  cigar  manufacturer.  His  faithfulness  and 
reliability  made  his  services  invaluable,  and  for 
twenty-two  years  he  remained  with  the  firm,  but  an 
attack  of  LaGrippc  in  1895  compelled  him  to  re- 
linquish his  \vprk.  After  a  year  or  two  he  took  a 
similar  position  with  The  E.  S.  Kibbe  Co.,  wdiole- 
sale  grocers,  in  Hartford,  wdiere  he  is  now  em- 
ployed. 

In  1872  he  completed  his  substantial  residence  on 
Maple  avenue,  Windsor,  and  on  June  2Gth  of  that 


vear  ho  married  Miss  Sarah  Mack,  a  ladv  of  un- 
I  usual  abilitv  and  strength  of  character,  wlmse  as- 
I  sistance  has  been  invaluable  to  liini.    .^lie  was  horn 
.\ug.  13.  1851,  a  daugluer  ot  William  and  Sarali 
(  Ware)  Mack,  well-kneiwii  residents  of  this  county, 
of   whom   an   account   is   given   elsewhere.  ]'\)ur 
children  ha\  e  blessetl  our  subject's  lK>me :  Mal>el  ]£., 
Bertha  H.   (who  died  in  infancy),  Edna  j.,  and 
Xewton  ]lawle_\-.    Mrs.  Cobb  is  a  believer  in  Chris- 
I  tian  Science,  while  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
j  ^Methodist  Church.    Ijoth  are  popular  in  social  life, 
ar.d  Mr.  Cobb  in  identified  with  Washington  Lodge, 
j  Xo.  70,  V.  Sc  A.  ^L  ;  Pythagoras  Chapter  Xo.  17, 
;  R.  A.  M.,  at  Hartford:  Llarmony  Cour.cil  Xo.  8, 
j  R.  &  S.  'SL,  at  New  Haven:  Xew  JIavcn  Com- 
1  manderv  Xo.  2,  Knights  Templar;  ]i.  (i.  Storer 
i  Lodge  i'erfection ;  Elm  City  Council  Princes  of 
Jerusalem  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  and  Xew  Haven  Chapter 
Rose  Croix  A.  &:  A.  S.  R.,  all  of  Xew  Haven  ;  La 
Fayette  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  and  Pyramid  Tem- 
ple of  the  J.Iystic  Shrine,  at  Bridgeport:  was  thrice 
Illustrious  piaster  of  Harmony  Council  Xo.  8,  R. 
&  S,  M.,  in  iSSck  and  Eminent  Commander  of  Xew 
Haven  Commanaery  Xo.  2,  K.  T.,  in  1894.  While 
he  takes  keen  interest  in  the  political  issues  of  the 
day  and  always  votes  the  Republican  ticket  at  Na- 
tional elections,  he  supports  the  "best  man''  in  local 
contest. 

WTLLIA^I  GIBSOX  FIELD,  Esq.,  of  Enfield, 
Hartford  countv,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Easton, 
Xorthampton  Co.,  Penn.,  Oct.  25,  1841.  Ilis  fa- 
ther was  Dr.  Cridland  Crocker  Field,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  an  eminent  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  fifty  years'  practice,  whose 
surgical  operations  were  referred  to  in  lectures  de- 
livered before  the  students  of  the  university,  and  in 
tlie  obituary  notice  of  him  that  appeared  in  the 
London  Lancet.  He  died  in  18S7,  leaving  a  large 
sense  of  loss  in  the  communitv. 

Dr.  Field  held  friendlv  and  professional  rela- 
tions with  Profs.  William  E.  Horner,  William  Gib- 
son, D.  Hayes  Agnew  and  Samuel  Gross ;  and  many 
medical  men  were  prepared  in  his  offices  for  the  uni- 
versity and  for  successful  practice.  He  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1819,  on  board  of  the  xAmerican  ship  "Ann," 
on.  the  arrival  of  his  parents  from  England,  within 
the  bounds  of  Queens  county,  X.  Y.  Capt.  Crocker 
wrapped  him  in  the  American  flag.  They  went  to 
Xorthampton  county,  Penn..  thence  to  Philadelphia, 
where  the  father  practiced  medicine  in  company  with 
Dr.  Physick,  Dr.  INlcClellan  and  others,  and  where 
the  son  was  educated  generally  and  especially  for 
the  profession,  being  a  private  student  of  Prof. 
William  E.  Florner,  the  author  of  a  noted  work  on 
Anatomy.  They  returned  to  X'orthampton  county, 
settling  finally  in  Easton,  the  county  seat.  The 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Susannah 
(Freeman)  Field,  who  was  born  at  Ereemansburg, 
Xorthampton  Co.,  I'enn.,  and  died  lamented  by  all 
who  knew  her,  especially  by  those  who  had  been  the 
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rccil)io^u^  of  her  opon-liaiKlod  charity.  His  pa- 
ternal i^ramlparcius  wore  Richard  aiul  IMKube 
(^CriiUaiul  )  h  icKl. 

Richard  I'icM  was  hroUL^ht  up  at  Diulky  Hill, 
llradforil,  V^'rk^lliro,  Kn>;land,  and  alter  graduating' 
at  ihc  L"niver^ity  of  Lundon  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Royal  College  oi  Surgeons.  Henry  M.  Field, 
D.  D.,  of  Xew  York  City,  brother  of  the  late  Cyrus 
\V.  Field,  projector  of  the  Atlantic  cable,  in  a  work 
printed  privately  for  the  use  of  the  family,  and 
sent  by  him  to  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  quotes 
Osg"ood  Field,  Esq.,  an  American  long  resident 
in  London,  as  follows:  "Hubertus  de  la  Fcld  was 
in  England  within  a  year  or  two  of  the  Conquest, 
and  in  all  probaoility  came  over  with  the  Con- 
queror. He  was  of  the  family  of  the  Counts  de 
.la  Feld,  of  Colmar,  in  Alsatia,  on  ttie  German  bor- 
der of  France,  who  trace  back  to  the  darkest  period 
of  the  middle  ages,  about  the  sixth  century.  Prob- 
ably not  a  dozen  families  in  Europe  can  prove  so 
high  an  antiquity.  The  ancestors  of  the  English 
de  la  Felds  had  been  seated  at  the  Chateau  de  la 
Feld  for  centuries  before,  and  so  early  as  the 
gloomiest  times  th.at  followed  the  fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  They  held  lands  (according  to  the  feudal 
■system)  probably  granted  to  them  for  military  serv- 
ices by  \\'illiam  the  Conqueror — the  original  spel- 
ling of  the  family  name  "Feld"  being  derived  froin 
the  verb  to  fell ;  field  land  being  opposed  to  wood- 
land, and  meanmg  land  where  the  trees  have  been 
felled.  ]\Ir.  Osgood  goes  on  to  say  tliat  "the  first 
appearance  of  the  Field  family  withijut  the  prefix 
'de  la'  was  in  tnat  part  of  tire  W  est  Riding  of  York- 
shire which  borders  upon  Lancashire ;"  and  it  was 
in  Yorksliire  that  \V.  Gibson  Field's  paternal  grand- 
father, Richard  Field,  grew  to  man's  estate.  A 
branch  of  the  Field  family  probably  went  from 
Saxony  through  France  to  England.  Richard  Field 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  America.  His 
wife,  j\Ir.  Field's  paternal  grandmother,  Phcebe 
(Cridlandj  Field,  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  Eng- 
land, her  father  being  a  great  woolen  manufacturer. 
[Members  of  the  Cridland  family  have  held  posi- 
tions of  pubhc  trust  in  England,  and  several  Brit- 
ish consuls  to  this  coimtry  were  of  the  same  stock. 
Mr.  Field's  paternal  great-grandfather  w-as  John 
Field  (whose  son  Richard  is  above  referred  to), 
and  he  lived,  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old,  at 
which  age  he  mowcrl  grass,  as  (so  tradition  says) 
his  fatiier  did  at  the  same  age.  John  Field  w'ent 
from  Saxonv  to  Yorkshire,  -taking  with  him  his 
then  infant  son,  Richard.  W.  Gibsori  Field,  a  few 
years  ago,  received  a  letter  from  the  late  Stephen 
J.  Field,  late  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  regarding  the  Field  family  in  Eng- 
land. Cyrus  W.  Field,  years  ago,  sent  him  a  book 
of  family  biographies.  In  the  Field  ancestral  line 
the  name  of  John  Field,  the  astronomer,  is  found, 
from  whom  the  Field  family  coat  of  arms  is  de- 
rived. 
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Mr.  I'lekl's  maternal  gran.dparcnts  v.erc  Jacob 
antl  Susanna  (Ihuz)  Freeman.  (  h'oV  Jacob  Free- 
liian.  h'rcemansburg,  IVmui.,  was  natned  :  and  he  was 
a  number  of  times  elected  to  i):iblic  ot'lice).  Flis 
matcnial  grcit-grandiiarents  (male  line)  were 
Edward  autl  Susan  (Lauiiaeh)  hrecman.  (Ed- 
ward bVeeman's  father  was  Richard  Freeman,  who  . 
came  from  England  aliout  240  years  ago,  settled 
hrst  in  Maryland  and  afterward  removed  to  Nortli- 
ampton  county,  I'enn.).  Flis  maternal  great-grand- 
parents (female  line)  were  George  and  Catherine 
(Dreisbach)  Rutz.  (George  lUitz's  father  possibly 
came  from  Sa.xony).  His  maternal  great-great- 
grandparents  were  ^Michael  and  Elizabeth.  ( Mes- 
singer)  Butz.  and  his  maternal  great-great-great- 
grandparents  were  ^Michael  and  Elizabeth  Messin- 
ger ;  and  Michael  Messinger  was  a  member  of  the 
"committee  of  observation"  of  Northampton  coun- 
tv,  Penn.,  formed  at  Faston  on  Dec.  21,  1774,  with 
tiie  view  of  furthering  the  cause  of  American, 
independence.  [2  Penn.  Archives  XIY..  p.  549-1 
The  number  of  medical  men  that  came  from  each 
ancestral  line  is  remarkable.  Both  of  'Mr.  Field's 
brothers,  George  B.  Wood  Field  and  B.  Rusli  Field, 
are  physicians. 

jMr.  Field  fitted  for  college  at  the  Easton  ( Penn.) 
high  school,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1858.  his 
commencenient  theme  being  "The  Three-fold  Cul- 
ture in  Education."  \Vhen  at  this  school  he  looked'. 
forward  to  going  to  Harvard.  A  number  of  his 
addresses  delivered  during  the  high-school  course- 
were  published.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
high  school  alumni  association,  and,  as  such,  at 
the  centennial  year  banquet,  held  in  July  of  that 
year,  at  Abie's  Opera  House  in  Easton,  Penn.,  he 
made  the  welcom.e  address  to  the  class  of  187C,  the 
prominent  educational  authorities  of  the  city  being 
present.  The  address  was  printed  in  the  daily 
press. 

In  1S62  he  was  graduated  at  Lafayette  College, 
wdth  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  his  theme  being  "In- 
centives to  Action,"  and  during  his  course  there 
he  was  connected  with  the  .  A\"ashington  Literary 
Society,  all  of  whose  important  offices  he  filled. 
Among  the  elections  given  him  by  the  society  was 
that  of  junior  orator,  to  represent  in'  part  the  so- 
ciety at  tlie  annual  junior  exhibition  held  July  29, 
i86r.  The  subject  of  his  oration  was  ''True  Cour- 
age." He  was  a  contributor  to  the  "Lafayette 
Alonthly  iVIagazine." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Senior  year  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  liarvard  College,  and  was  graduated,  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.,  wdth  the  class  of  1863,  the  class 
numbering  among  its  members  Historian  John 
Fiske,  Artist  E.  D.  Boit,  and  Charles  S.  Fairchild, 
of  President  Cleveland's  first  cabinet.  Among 
others  at  Harvard  at  the  time  were  sons  of  Lincoln, 
Everett,  Emerson  and  Holmes.  While  at  Harvard 
he  was  a  contributor  to  the  "Harvard  Magazine." 

After  being  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  he 
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entered  the  Harvard  Law  .Selmol,  uliere  he  was 
graduated  Jul'v  U).  iS')^,  witli  tlie  tlegrce  of  LL. 
U.  During  his  connectimi  witli  this  institution  he 
attended  the  hiw  lectures  of  i'arker,  Washhuin  and 
Parsons,  so  well  known,  llirouj^h  their  [uihlished 
works,  to  the  legal  profession,  lie  also  lieard  the 
lectures  of  Louis  Agassiz,  Oliver  \\  .  Holmes,  etc. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Law  School  Parliament  and 
president  of  the  Parker  Club.  On  July  19,  1S65, 
he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  from  Harvard. 
He  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  both  Harvard 
and  Lafayette  Colleges.  Lie  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut X'alley  Harwird  Club. 

i\]r.  Field  entered  the  law  offices  of  the  late  ex- 
Gov.  Reeder,  of  Kansas  fame,  and  of  the  late  chief 
justice  of  the  Pennsylvania  supreme  court,  Henry 
Green,  ia  Eastx)n,  I^enn.,  and .  on  Nov.  21,  1865, 
on  motion  of  the  latter,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  of  which  Easton 
is  the  county  seat,  and  practiced  law  there  a  number 
of  years. 

C)n  Feb.  4,  1S67,  he  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Farmers'  &  }vlechanics'  Institute  of  Northamp- 
ton county.  Penn.,  whose  exhibition  building  is  one 
of  tlie  largest  and  finest  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
re-elected  five  times  and  then  declined  re-election, 
receiving  a  vote  of  thanks  for  past  services. 

During  his  residence  in  Easton  he  became  the 
founder  and  editor  of  Tlie  Easton  Daily  Dispatch, 
the  first  number  of  which  appeared  ]May  iG,  1874. 
Just  prior  to  the  starting  of  this  newspaper  he  was 
offered  and  declined  the  editorship  of  the  Easton 
Daily  Argus.  Before  he  embarked  on  a  newspaper 
enterprise  of  his  own  he  had,  during  a  sojourn  in 
Brooklyn,  connected  himself  with  the  editorial  de- 
partment of  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Times. 

While  a  citizen  of  Easton  !Mr.  Field  accepted  a 
number  of  invitations  to  deliver  public  addresses. 
On  Washington  s  birthday,  1866,  he  delivered  an 
oration  before  the  Washington  Literary  Society  of 
Lafayette  College  on  the  "Character  of  \\'ashing- 
ton."  By  request  he  repeated  the  oration  before  the 
Young  Glen's  ^Missionary  and  Christian  Associa- 
tion, of  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  and  it  was  afterward 
published  in  the  "Young  Glen's  l\Ionthly,"  of  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey. 

As  an  alumnus  of  the  Washington  Literary  So- 
ciety of  Lafayette  College  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  executive  committee  to  furnish,  in  behalf  of  the 
society,  its  handsome  and  spacious  hall.  The  work 
was  accomplished  and  the  hall  dedicated  xA.pril  7, 
1881,  on  which  occasion  ]Mr.  Field  made  an  address 
that  ajipeared,  among  other  addresses  made  on  that 
occasion,  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  superintendent  of  public  ins':ruction  of 
Northampton  countv,  Penn.,  appointed  INIr.  Field  to 
deliver  an  address  before  the  Teachers'  Institute, 
convened,  in  annual  convention,  in  the  court  house 
in  Easton,  Nov.  19,  1883.  It  appeared  in  print  on 
the  day  of  its  delivery.    Of  this  address  the  late 


Rev.  Dr.  Antlrew  P.  Peabody,  at  one  time  acting 
I  president  of  Harvard  I'nivcrsity,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  sclK>lars  and  literary  men  of  his  dav,  said 
!  that  he  "could  give  it  n.o  higher  praise  than  to  say 
j  that  it  was  worth}  of  a  grathiate  of  Harvard." 
I  Mr.  l-'ield  also  made  jKilitical  speeches,  ])rior  to 
!  Presidential  elections,  in  several  counties  in  Pennsyl- 
j  vania.  He  has  also  written  many  articles  for 
various  periotlicals  and  newspapers.  A  number  of 
these  have  appeared  in  "Beecher's  Magazine."  In 
one  of  a  number  of  articles  contributed  by  him  to 
the  "Lafayette  College  Montldy"  (September,  1S71 ) 
he  made  the -original  proposition  for  the  formation 
of  a  Nationah  College-Men's  Union  for  literary  and 
other  friendly  contests.  This  proposition  thrilled 
the  students  of  the  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
country.  Articles  on  the  subject,  written  by  him, 
also  appeared  in  the  A  t':>.'  York  Tribune  and  the 
Xczi'  ]'ork  Times.  In  the  article  in  the  '"Lafayette 
Monthly"  Mr.  Field  shows  what  must  be  the  benefits 
of  such  a  society  to  college-bred  men,  to  colleges 
and  to  the  public.  He  adds:  "Thomas  Hughes, 
Dr.  Chapin  and  others  have  remarked  that  college- 
bred  men  do  not  exercise  the  commanding  influence 
that  they  should  and  can  exercise  in  American  pol- 
itics. W'e  conceive  that  this  is  the  result  of  a  want 
of  consciousness  of  power  on  the  part  of  college- 
bred  men.  The  power  exists — the  consciousness  of 
it  only  needs  to  be  supplied,  and  this  can  be  fur- 
nished by  a  central,  representative  society  of  col- 
lege-bred men.  The  numbers  and  resources  of  such 
a  society  would  surprise  even  college  men  them- 
selves, and  thev  would  be  excited  to  uncommon  ef- 
forts in  the  common  cause.  It  might  in  time  prove 
to  some  incredulous  ones  that  'knowledge  is  power.' 
Although  ignorance  in  motion  is  more  powerful 
than  intellect  at  rest,  brains  and  ballots  combined 
will  tell."  On  Feb.  19,  1874,  the  proposition  was 
acted  on,  and  a  convention  assembled,  to  take  the 
initiative,  at  Flartford,  Conn.  All  are  familiar  with 
the  intercollegiate  contests  held  since  that  time. 
These  contests  stimulate  friendly  and  fruitful  emu- 
lation among  the  students  of  the  colleges  of  the 
land. 

]\Ir.  Field  was,  by  appointment  of  the  governor 
of  California,  a  commissioner  for  that  State  in 
Pennsvlvania.  Passing  over  other  appointments 
and  elections  to  honorary  membership  of  societies, 
he  was  appointert.  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  lay  reader  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  South  Easton,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Easton, 
Penn.,  of  whicli  his  brother,  B.  Rush  Field,  is  mayor. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  Trinity  Epis- 
copal Church  of  that  city,  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday-school,  anrl  a  director  of  th.e  Y.  'SI.  C.  A. 

On  Feb.  20,  1883,  he  was  elected  to  represent 
the  Fourth  ward  of  the  city  of  Easton  in  the  board 
of  control  ('educational)  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
leading  his  party  ticket  in  the  number  of  votes  re- 
ceived;  and,  Feb.  16,  1886,  he  was  re-elected  for 


.■J     ill    ->  I- 
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aiiotlicr  toriu.  and  served  lor  a  time  as  presiilent  of 
tlic  board.  On  .\lay  5.  1S87.  then  intending  to 
leave  the  city  of  liaston.  he  presented  his  resignation 
to  the  hoard  of  control.  A  resohuion  of  regret 
was  jiassed  I'V  the  board  on  account  ot  his  resigna- 
tion and  intoiuied  departure  from  the  city.  lie 
was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  tlie 
board  appointed  to  make  preparations  for  a  public 
Nottingham  memorial  celebration,  in  honor  of  the 
third-of-a-ccntury  services  of  city  school  superin- 
tentlent  W.  \\  .  Cottingham,  the  official  longest  in 
service  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  The  cele- 
bration took  place  in  Easton  April  j8,  1SS7,  was 
participated  in  by  public  bodies,  schools  and  citizens, 
and  was  a  great  success.  ]Mr.  Cottingham  still 
fills  the  superintcndency. 

During  1SS7  I\Ir.  Field  removed  from  Easton, 
Penn.,  to  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  On  Oct.  25  of  that 
year  he  was  married,  at  the  "Alassasoit  House," 
Springfield,  ^\Iass.,  by  his  Harvard  classmate,  Rev. 
Thomas       Bishop,  of  Salem,  ]Mass.,  to  Miss  Edna 

Potter,  of  Suftield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Simeon  T.  and  Hilary  (Ives)  Potter,  of  Enfield, 
Conn.  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Field  shortly  afterward  took 
up  their  residence  in  Brooklyn.  On  .\Iay  14,  18S8, 
on  motion  of  Horace  Graves,  Esq.,  Mr,  Field  was 
admitted  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  sit- 
ting at  Poughkeepsie.  to  practice  law  in  all  the 
courts  of  Xew  York  State.  During  his  residence 
of  about  ten  vears  in  Brooklyn  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  law  iit  that  citv  and  in  Xew  York. 

In  1S97  certain  interests  and  family  reasons  pre- 
vailed to  induce  Mr.  and  'Sirs.  Field  to  remove  from 
Brooklyn  to  Enfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Coim.  Mrs. 
Field  had  bought  an  ancestral  and  original  colonial 
house  in  that  town,  built,  130  years  ago,  by  her  great- 
great-grandfather,  Capt.  Ephraim  Pease,  a  pros- 
perotis  merchant,  contractor  and  large  land  owner 
in  Enfield  during  the  French  war.  He  was  born 
there  in  17 19  and  died  in  1801,  the  bell  that  he 
donated  to  the  First  Congregational  Church  tolling 
almost  all  day  on  the  date  of  his  funeral,  tie  had 
entertained  \\'ashington,  when,  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Continental  army,  he  passed  through 
Enfield.  Washington  afterward,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend  in  England,  wrote  of  stopping  at  the  hospit- 
able mansion  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Pease,  "situated 
on  Enfield  street.  n';rth  of  the  Field  House."  This 
letter,  was  seen  and  read  by  the  late  Senator  James 
Dixon  when  in  England,  on  his  wedding  tour;  and 
this  fact  he  related  to  a  reliable  and  long-time  oc- 
cupant of  the  Capt.  Pease  homestead,  from  whom 
the  information  came  to  C.  Terry  Knight,  the  author 
of  an  article  on  Enfield  that  appeared  in  a  late  num- 
ber of  "The  Connecticut  Quarterly."  In  that  man- 
sion, riow  owned  by  Matthew  G.  Anderson,  Jr., 
tradition  says  were  quartered  British  foldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  probably  a  part  of  Burgoyne's  army, 
surrendered  in  October,  1777.  One  of  the  finest 
elms  on  Enfield  street,  rooted  on  land  owned  by 


I 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Prior,  grew  from  a  sapling  that 
;  Capt.  Pease  planted  in  honor  of  tlie  birth  of  his 
tlaughter,  Syt)il,  who,  in  i7(-)8,  married  Rev.  Elani 
Potter,    Mrs.    I'ield's   paternal  great-grandfather. 
It  was  deemed  quite  honorable  then,  as  now,  to 
marrv  the  minister.    "Lapt.  Pease  gave  the  site  and 
erected  the  house  (now  the  Field  House)  for  the 
home  of  the  distinguished  couple.    It  was  accord- 
\  ingly  well  built  and  the  artistic  decorations,  inside 
i  and  outside — including  paneled  walls,  rich  hand- 
i  made  mouldmgs.  toothed  cornices,  carved  balusters, 
j  tiled  fireplaces  and  the  stately  recess  in  the  front 
I  hall  for  the'  'old  clock  on  the  stairs' — were  more 
'  or  less  elaborate  for  the  times,  and  indicate  the 
wealth  and  pride  of  a  father  whose  young  datighter 
was  to  become  the  bride  of  a  young  and  promising  ' 
clergyman,    \\  hen  a  large  fireplace  was  being  torn 
out,  preparatory  to  remodeling,  a  sermon  of  the 
long-ago,  that  had  slipped  from  the  mantlepiece, 
i  dropped  out.    Appreciating  the  value  and  beatity  of 
j  shade  trees,  he  planted  those  old  and  majestic  but- 
I  tonwoods  along  the  front  of  the  property  that  still, 
I  with  the  elms  and  maples,  adorn  that  part  of  the 
i  street.    He  thoroughlv  furnished  the  house  for  the 
voting  housekeepers, placing,  in  addition, three  negro 
slaves — Okro,  Csesar  and  Flora  by  name — at  their 
service."    Eight  children  were  born  to  these  first 
occupants.    Rev.  Flam  Potter  was  a  noted  preacher 
of  Enfield,  traaitions  of  whose  earnestness  in  the 
cause  of  Christ,  in  behalf  of  his  people,  and  in  ef-  - 
forts  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  have  come  down 
to  us.    He  was  ordained  in  1769  as  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Enfield,  and  con- 
1  tinned  as  such  seven  years.    An  "Flistorical  X'otice 
j  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Enfield"  says  that 
I  at  this  time  an  excitement  broke  out  concerning 
j  "church  order;"  and  in  1770  a  new  society  was 
1  formed,  called  "The  Second  Ecclesiastical  Society 
of  Enfield"  (aiming  at  "Strict  Congregationalism") 
— the  members  of  which  were  called  "Separatists" — 
'  which  has  completely  disappeared.    This  subject  is 
I  fullv  and  ablv  treated  in  a  thesis  entitled  "A  Sketch 
of  The  Strict  Congregational  Church  of  Enfield, 
Ct.,"  presented  to  the  Hartford  Theological  Sem- 
inary, for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  by- 
Rev.  Oliver  W.  Means,  M.  A.,  now  pastor  of  The 
'  First   Consrregational  Church  of  Enfield.  "Rev. 
1  Elam  Potter  made  repeated  tours  into  the  Southern 
'  States  in  behalf  of  the  negroes  in  bondage,"  nar- 
!  rates  C.  Terry  Knight,  in  an  article  appearing  in 
i  a  late  number'of  "The  Connecticut  Quarterly  T\Iag- 
I  azine;"  "  and  the  memorial  to  the  General  .-X-ssemljlv 
of  Connecticut,  praying  that  the  negroes  in  this 
State  be  released  from  slavery,  was,  perhaps,  in 
part,  a  result  of  his  influence." 

The  abolition  of  slavery  in  a  number  of  the 
States  was  gradual,  Pennsylvania  setting  the  ex- 
I  ample ;  and  it  has  been  well  said  that  only  second  in 
j  honor  and  importance  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
I  pendence  was  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legis-  - 
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laturc  of  1780,  inauc^uratini^f  its  abolition  in  thai 
State.  Connect. cut  was  tlic  earliest  among  her 
sister  States  tL>  t'Lllow  the  preeedent  thus  set.  In 
this  State  slavery  was  never  directly  established  by 
statute;  but  it  was  indirectly  sanctioned  by  various 
statutes,  and  frequently  recognized  by  the  courts, 
so  tiiat  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  indirectly  estab- 
lished by  law.  W.  O.  Blake,  in  his  "History  of 
Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade,"  says  that  "Negro 
and  Indian  slavery  was  authorized  in  Connecticut 
in  1050;  and  in  the  same  vear  the  Colony  passed  acts 
making  man-stealing  a  capital  ottence,  the  Colonv 
of  New  Haven  shortly  after  passing  similar  acts." 
[Henry  W  ilson's  "Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power 
in  America,"  \'ol.  I.,  pp.  6-372.]  Few  negro  slaves 
were  imported  into  the  State;  and  in  1774  (Oc- 
tober session  at  New  Haven)  tne  importation  of  all 
slaves  was  prohibited  by  the  following  act,  viz. : 

"An  Act  for  prohibiting  the  Importation  of 
Indian,  Xegro  and  Mulatto  slaves. 

"Whereas  the  increase  of  slaves  in  this  Colony 
is  injurious  to  the  poor  and  inconvenient: 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  tlie  authoritv  of  the  same — That  no  Indian, 
Negro  or  [Mulatto  slaves  shall,  at  any  time  here- 
after be  brought  or  imported  into  this  colony  by 
sea  or  land,  from  any  place  or  places  whatsoever, 
to  be  disposed  of,  lett  or  sold,  within  this  colony. 

"Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  any  person  or  persons,  who  snail  here- 
after, contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  this  act,  import 
or  bring  any  Indian,  Negro  or  Mulatto  slave  or 
slaves  into  this  colony  to  be  disposed  of,  left  or 
sold  within  the  same,  or  who,  knowing  such  slave 
or  slaves  to  be  so  imported  and  brought  into  this 
colony,  shall  receive  or  purchase  tnem,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
colony  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money 
for  everv  slave  so  imported,  brought  into  this  col- 
ony, received  or  purchased,  to  be  recovered  by  bill, 
plaint  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record  proper 
to  try  the  same.  And  it  shall  be  tl:e  duty  of  all  con- 
stables and  grand  jurors  to  enquire  after  and  make 
presentment  of  all  breaches  of  this  act." 

After  the  termination  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
the  Legislature,  to  ettect  the  gradual  abolit'on  of 
slavery  in  Connecticut,  in  the  Revision  of  1784, 
enacted  the  following: 

"An  Act  concerning  Indian,  ]\Iulatto  and  Xegro 
Servants  and  Slaves. 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same— 

*  *  ^  ^  *  =t= 

"And  Whereas  sound  policy  requires  that  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  should  be  effected  as  soon  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  individuals 
and  the  public  safety  and  welfare — 

"Therefore— Be   it   enacted   by   the  authority 


aforesaid — That  no  Negro  or  Mulatto  child  that 
.shall,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand, 
se\en  hundred  and  eighty-four,  be  born  within  tliis 
state  sli;>.ll  be  held  in  servitude  longer  than  until 
tiKy  arrive  to  th.e  age  of  tweiity-tive  years,  not- 
withstanding the  motlier  or  parent  t)f  such  child  was 
heUl  in  servitude  at  the  time  of  its  birth.;  and  such 
child,  at  the  age  aforesaid,  sliall  be  free;  any  law. 
Usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

in  May,  1797,  a  Connecticut  statute  enacted  that 
no  Negro  or  Mulatto  child  that  should  be  born 
within  the  .State  after  the  first  dav  of  August  of 
that  year  sliould  be  held  in  servitude  longer  than 
"until  they  should  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years." 

As  early  as  ]\Iay,  171 1,  provision  was  made  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  by  their  owners,  who 
were  nevertheless  held  to  be  responsible  for  their 
maintenance  should  the  slaves  ever  come  to  want : 

"An  Act  relating  to  slaves  and  such  in  particular- 
as  shall  happen  to  become  servants  for  time: 

"It  is  ordered  and  enacted  Dy  the  Governor, 
Council  and  Representatives  in  General  Court  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same — That 
all  slaves  set  at  liberty  by  their  owners;  and  all 
Negro,  [Mulatto  or  Spanish  Indians,  wdio  are  ser- 
vants to  masters  for  time,  in  case  they  come  to  want 
after  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  or  after  the  time  of 
their  said  service  be  expired,  shall  be  relieved  bv 
such  owners  or  masters  respectivclv,  their  heirs, 
executors  or  administrators ;  and  upon  their  or 
either  of  their  refusal  so  to  do.  the  said  slaves  and 
servants  shall  be  relieved  by  the  selectmen  of  the 
towns  to  which  thev  belong ;  and  the  said  selectmen 
shall  recover  of  the  said  owners  or  masters,  their 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  ail  the  charge 
and  cost  they  were  at  for  such  relief  in  the  usual 
manner,  as  in  the  case  of  any  other  debts." 

In  October,  1777,  the  following  Act,  or  Proviso,, 
was  passed : 

"An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  Act 
entitled — An  Act  concerning  Indian,  Mulatto  and 
Negro  servants  and  slaves: 

"Whereas  it  stands  enacted  in  said  Act— 'That 
all  slaves  set  at  liberty  by  their  owners,  and  all 
N^egro,  [Mulatto  or  Spanish  Indians  who  are  ser- 
vants to  masters  for  time,  in  case  they  come  to  want 
after  they  shall  be  so  set  at  libertv,  or  after  the  time 
of  their  said  service  be  expired,  shall  be  relieved 
by  such  owner,  'or  master  respectively,  their  heirs, 
executors  or  administrators:' 

"Therefore  Be  It  Enacted  by  the  Governor, 
Council  and  Representatives  in  General  Court  As- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same — 

"That  if  any  master,  or  owner,  of  any  servant, 
or  slave,  shall  applv  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to 
which  he  belongs,  for  liberty  or  license  to  emanci- 
pate or  make  free  any  such  servant  or  slave,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  selectmen  to  inquire  into  the 
age,  abilities,  circumstances  and  character  of  such 
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servant  or  slave:  and  if  they,  or  the  major  part  of 
llicni,  shall  bo  of  the  ophiion  that  it  is  likely  to  be 
consistent  with  the  real  advantage  of  sueh  servant 
or  slave,  and  thai  it  is  probable  that  the  servant, 
■or  slave,  will  be  able  to  support  his  or  her  own  per- 
son; and  that  he  or  she  is  of  good  and  peaceable 
life  and  conversation,  sueh  selectmen,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  shall  give  to  the  owner,  or  master  of 
such  servant  or  slave  a  ccrtiticate,  under  their  hands, 
of  their  opinion  in  the  premises;  and  that  the  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  such  servant  or  slave  hath  libcrtv 
to-- emancipate  and  set  at  libertv  such  servant  or 
slave.  And  if  the  master  or  owner  of  any  servant 
or  slave  shall,  on  receiving  such  certificate,  emanci- 
pate and  set  at  liberty  such  servant  or  slave,  he,  : 
his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  shall  be 
forever  discharged  froni  any  charge,  or  cost,  which  i 
may  be  occasioned  by  maintaining  or  supporting 
the  servant  or  slave  made  free  as  aforesaid — any  : 
law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrarv  not  withstand-  i 
ing."  I 

There  were  seventeen  slaves  in  Connecticut  as 
late  as  1S40;  and  there  had  been  2.759  'i''  '^^ic  State 
in  1790.    The  repeal  of  the  "Black  Law,"  enacted  ■ 
in  rvlay,  1S33,        the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  ; 
colored  school  of  Miss  Prudence  Crandell,  in  Can-  : 
terbury,  showed    an  advance  in    liberal  thought,  i 
[The  foregoing  facts  relating  to  slavery  in  Con- 
necticut have  been  derived  from  various  sources,  : 
but  special  acknowledgment  is  dtie,  in  this  connec-  \ 
tion,  to  George  S.  Godard,  Assistant  State  Libra-  ; 
rian  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford;  \ 
and  also  "to  State  Comptroller  Thompson  S.  Grant  ' 
for  facilities.]    At  the  time  of  its  gradual  abolition  ! 
in  Connecticut,  slavery  had  ceased  to  be  as  remuner-  i 
ative  as  it  had  once  been  in  the  State.  i 

After  the  death  of  Rev.  Elam  Potter  (1794)  ! 
his  eldest  son,  Elam  Obechah  Potter,  '"a  prominent,  j 
useful  and  influential  citizen,  who  served  tne  town  in  j 
various  capacities  for  many  years,"  bought  the  ! 
homestead,  wdiich  afterward  was,  in  succession,  i 
owned  and  occupied  bv  Rev.  F.  L.  Robbins  (  a  for-  | 
mer  pastor  of  The  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Enfield),  Eben  Parsons  and  Deacon  Al])ert  Par-  j 
sons,  at  wd:ose  death,  in  1SS3,  the  property  passed  j 
into  the  hands  of  his  heirs,  fmm  whom  it  was  \ 
bought  back  by  ^Irs-.A\'.  Giljson  Field  into  the  orig- 
inal ancestral  line.  Two  granddaughters  of  Rev.  ; 
Elam  Potter,  viz.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dwight  and  Miss  ! 
]\Iary  Potter,  are  now  living  in  Enfield.  On  her  : 
father's  side  (maternal  line)  Mrs.  Field  is,  through  ' 
her  grandmother,  Abigail  Terry,  eighth  ni  direct 
descent  from  Gov.  William  Bradford,  who  came 
over  in  the  "Mayflower."  Abigail  Terrv  married  ' 
Ephraim  Pease  Potter,  son  of  Rev.  Elam  Potter,  \ 
the  last  named  being  Mrs.  Field's  great-grandfa-  | 
ther.  Mrs.  Field  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Simeon  ' 
T.  Potter  (a  son  of  Ephraim  Pease  Potter)  and  ; 
IMary  Ives,  his  wife,  and  the  granddaugbter  ( ma-  [ 
ternal  line)  of  the  late  James  Ives  and  Charlotte 


Remington,  his  wife  (late  of  Sut'lield,  Conn.),  the 
Ir.tter  being  a  daughter  of  the  late  Deacon  Remiiu''- 
ton,  of  blasting's  Hill.  James  lve^  reared  a  nu- 
merous and  widely-respected  family;  he  was  an 
energetic  business  man,  and  conducteil  successfully 
a  number  of  industries.  t  ")ne  of  his  sons,  Cornelius 
IvLs,  was  for  vears  a  successful  merchant  in  Au- 
gusta, Cia.,  and  afterward  a  hnancier  in  Xew  ^'ork 
City,  who  achieved  a  competence.  He  died  a  few 
years  since,  at  the  ripe  age  of  e:ghtv-four.  Milton 
D.  Ives,  anotl'.er  son  of  James  Ives,  was  tb.e  last 
Ives  occupant  of  the  old  Suffkld  homestead,  and  a 
widely-known  citizen  of  that  town.  ]\Irs.  Field 
attended  the  Wilbraham  (Comi.)  Wesleyan  Acad- 
emy, and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institution  at 
Suffield,  her  native  town. 

In  tb.e  mansion  on.Enheld  street,  of  manv  hon- 
orable associations,  was  born  one  of  Enheld's  most 
successful  an.d  popular  physicians.  Dr.  Edward 
Field  Parsons.  Mr.  and  3ilrs.  \\".  Gibson  Field 
have  made  this  their  home,  and  to  it  have  made 
some  additions,  following  the  colonial  lines.  ^Ir. 
Field,  at  Enfield,  is  conveniently  situated  with  ref- 
erence to  business  in  Hartford  and  Springfield,  be- 
ing on  the  line  of  the  Xew  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroad.  Since  leaving  Easton,  Penn., 
'Mr.  Field  has  written  considerably  for  the  press. 
He  returns  each  year  to  attend  to  business  in  Xew 
York,  Brooklyn  ana  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  owns 
property. 

SA^IUEL  H.  \VILSOX,  one  of  Windsor's 
best  citizens,  and  one  who  is  now  doing  more  for 
the  community  at  Wilson's  Station  that  any  other 
man,  is  a  native  of  that  little  suburb,  born  June  19. 
1S44.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Samuel  and 
!Mary  (Griffin)  Wilson,  who  were  married  yiay  i, 
1672.  Their  son.  Deacon  John  Wilson,  born  Alay 
24,  1 686,  wedded  3.1ary  Marshall,  and  to  them  w^as 
born  a  son,  Joel,  April,  17,  171 S,  who  married  Abi- 
gail Loomis  and  had  a  son  Moses,  born  Sept.  ir. 
1748.  ]\Ioses  Wilson  married  Hulda  Allyn,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Henry,  wdio  was  born 
in  1785,  and  married  Eleanor  Loomis.  This  couple 
were  the  grandparents  of  our  subject. 

Henry  Wilsijn.  Jr.,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  Feb.  11,  iSio,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  day,  which  were  much  inferior 
to  those  of  the  present  time.  When  a  young  man 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  father,  and  to- 
get'ner  they  engaged  in  farming  and  brick  making' 
until  the  latter's  death.  When  the  property  was 
divided  the  son  took  the  portion  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  on  which  he  ever  afterward  made  his 
honi.e.  He  was  a  very  successfjl  farmer,  and  was 
widely  and  favorably  known.  He  was  a  man  of 
ordinary  build.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  On  Xov.  17,  1842, 
he  married  ]Miss  Susan  A.  X'ewberry.  who  was 
born  in  Bloomfield,  Conn.,  Dec.  13,  18 10.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  Xewberry.    He  died  Xov.  17,  1852, 


CO.UMEMOR.  i  T!J  11  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  Iiis  wife,  who  was  a  coiKsistent  tucinl)er  of  tlic 
IJaptist  Church,  passed  away  Juno  3,  1884,  the  re- 
mains of  I'oth  heinq  interred  in  the  CouL^regational 
cenieterv  at  W  indsor.  Their  children  were  Sanuicl 
H.,  oin-  suhjeet  :  Daniel  L.,  who  died  yonn;,;-;  I'Ved- 
crick  X.,  who  is  mentioned  tartlier  on:  and  Hul- 
dah  S. 

Samtiel  II.  Wilson  hcj;an  his  education  in  the 
r>ucktown  district  school,  and  Charles  Clark  (  now 
deceased)  was  one  of  his  first  teachers.  He  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  his  school  days:  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  nis  studies:  and  later  alteinled  Deacon 
\Voodford"s  private  school  at  Windsor  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Sutlield  for  one 
year.  He  spent  his  vacations  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  widowed  mother,  and  when  his  school  days 
were  over  he  helped  her  in  its  manaqenient  and 
operation,  and  also  taught  for  one  term  in  the  home 
district. 

When  he  attained  hi^  majority  the  property  was 
divided,  and  he  continued  farming  for  three  or  four 
years.  During  this  lime  he  produced  sonie  tobacco, 
but  being  disgusted  with  the  use  of  that  weed,  he 
stopped  raising  it  in  iSf'ij.  A  year  or  so  later  he 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  on  a  very 
moderate  scale,  at  first  employing  only  two  men, 
and  doing  all  work-  by  hantl.  Each  year  saw  im- 
provements made  to  his  plant,  and  its  producing 
capacitv  made  greater,  until  in  1896  he  made  five 
million  bricks.  In  connection  with  that  business  he 
had  also  conaucted  a  sawmill  for  some  years,  and 
in  1896  added  planing  machinery  and  other  equip- 
ments to  his  plant,  which  now  turns  out  all  kinds  of 
wood,  from  the  rough  lumber  to  house  finishings 
of  all  descriptions.  It  is  an  extremely  modern  and 
up-to-date  establishment,  and  in  addition  to  reduc- 
ing and  shaping  native  woods.  ]\Ir.  Wilson  converts 
heavy  pine  from  the  southeast  and  northv.'est  into 
house  finishings.  He  also  cuts  from  one  thousand 
to  fifteen  hundred  cords  of  wood  annually,  and 
buys  thousands  of  cords  of  wood  on  the  stump,  the 
cutting  and  hauling  of  which  give  work  to  many. 
During  the  summer  season  he  has  in-  his  employ 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy  men,  and  in  the  winter 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five,  as  well  as  many  teams 
the  year  round. 

INIr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss 
Eliza  H.  Parsons,  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
first  families  of  Enfield,  she  being  a  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Helen  (Raynolds)  Parsons.  She  was 
formerly  a  school  teaclier,  and  is  a  lady  of  excellent 
education,  who  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  her 
husband,  as  his  business  interests  are  extensive. 
She  keeps  his  books,  and  is  a  thorough  business 
^voman.  Their  only  child,  Helen  R..  is  the  widow 
of  Walter  Morrison,  whose  death  a  few  weeks  after 
their  marriage  was  a  severe  blow  to  all.  He  had 
been  a  faithful  and  efficient  employe  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  was  an  excellent  young  man. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Prohibitionist  from  principle, 
and  whlie  not  a  politician  he  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  growth  of  the  party  that  will  suppress  the 


liquor  traffic.  He  was  instrumental  in  having  the 
jiostoffice  established  at  W  ilson's  Station,  and  was 
its  first  ixistniaster.  a  position  that  his  duty  as  a 
cui/.en  com|>clled  him  to  accept,  iiut  his  depiu\  lias 
charge  of  the  same.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Meiiiurial  I'aptist  C  hurch  at  Hartford,  with 
which  he  united  by  letter  from  tlie  First  Haptist, 
wliere  he  united 'early  in  his  teens,  and  has  since 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  church,  exerting  an  in- 
fiuence  such  as  only  a  true  Christian  will.  He  is  very 
devout  in  all  church  matters,  is  a  man  of  great  hon- 
esty of  purjiose,  is  true  to  every  inq^ulse.  and  his 
Christian  character  is  manifest  in  his  every-day 
life.  His  kindness  of  heart  is  proverbial,  and  he 
l.as  lost  niany  thousand  dollars  by  unscrupulous 
persons  taking  advantage  of  his  desire  to  aid  oth- 
ers, lie  is  generous  almost  to  a  fault,  in  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising,  and  is  an  extremely  valu- 
able man  in  his  community.  He  is  very  popular 
with  his  employes,  all  of  whom  receive  the  great- 
est consideration  and  kmdness. 

Fredi::<ick  X.  Wilsox.  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Julv  12,  1848,  at  \\"ilson's  Station,  wdiere 
he  now  resides.  He  attended  the  Bucktown  dis- 
trict school,  Mrs.  S.  John  Mills  (now  deceased) 
being  his  first  teaclier,  and  later  v.'as  a  student  in 
the  private  schools  of  Deacon  Woodford  at  Wind- 
sor, and  James  Bird  on  Pavilion  street,  Hartford. 
This  was  followed  by  a  course  at  the  Connecticut 
Literarv  Institute,  Suffield.  When  his  school  days 
were  over  he  spent  a  year  or  two  on  the  home  farm, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaming  for  a  short  tiuie. 
and  for  a  year  was  in  a  store  at  Long  ^Meadow, 
Mass..  as  he  had  taken  a  course  in  a  commercial 
college  at  Hartford.  He  worked  as  a  machinist  in 
Hartford  for  ten  years,  and,  beii]g  a  natural  me- 
chanic, he  took  up  watch  and  clock  repairing.  With 
some  instruction  he  was  soon  able  to  do  excellent 
work  in  that  line,  and  continues  to  engage  in  the 
same  at  the  present  time.  His  sympathies  are  usu- 
ally with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is  not  strictly 
partisan,  supporting  the  man  whom  he  believes  best 
-qualified  to  fill  the  office.  Lie  is  a  thorough  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  highly  respected  for  his  sterling 
worth  and  strict  integrity ;  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Hartford,  and  has  served  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sabbath-school  for  several  years 
as  Wilson,  Conn.,  which  was  started  by  his  mother 
about  fifty  }ears  ago. 

COLLIXS  BEXJA^IIN  GRIFFIX.  The  Grif- 
fin family  is  descended  from  distinguished  English 
ancestry,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prominent 
agriculturist  of  West  Suffield.  is  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion in  descent  from  John  Griffin,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Windsor.  He  had  been 
granted  a  large  tract  of  land  in  that  town,  with 
other  tracts  elsewhere,  and  became  a  man  of  in- 
fluence, his  refinement  and  high  character  being 
appreciated  in  the  new  community.  While  chas- 
ing a-  heifer  one  day  he  grev,'  over-heated,  and 
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slo{)ped  for  water  at  what  is  niw  called  Lord  Grif- 
fin  s  spring,  near  Rainbow,  took  a  siulden  chill,  and 
died  at  the  spring.  His  remains  were  interied  in 
the  old  cemetery  at  Windsor. 

Jk'noni  Griilin,  son  of  the  ]>ioneer,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Windsor,  ami  made  farming  his  oc- 
cupation. In  early  manlnxMl  he  removed  to  what 
is  now  tlranby  township,  where  he  owned  a  large 
anionnt  of  land  and  for  many  _\ears  was  prominent 
in  local  allairs.  Dnring  the  Uevohuion  he  refnsed 
to  take  up  arms  against  England,  but  at  different 
times  he  furnished  cattle,  sheep  and  other  supplies 
to  feed  the  American  army.  He  married  a  Spanish 
lady,  Marv  DeLacy,  and  had  eight  children:  Peter. 
Benjamin,  Xeinian.  Phineas,  Levi.  Abram,  Betsey 
(i\Irs.  Thomas  Holconib).  and  Martha. 

Levi  Gritifin,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Granby.  in  17 — .  and  resided  there  through- 
out his  life  upon  a  farm.  He  owned  a  valuable  es- 
tate and  was  an  influential  citizen,  his  education  be- 
ing excellent  for  that  day.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  took  keen  interest  in  pul)lic  ques- 
tions. He  was  an  ensign  in  the  State  militia,  anil 
during  the  war  of  iSu  went  to  iNIiddletown,  Conn., 
with  his  company,  intending  to  go  to  the  seat  of 
war;  but  word" came  that  peace"  was  declared,  and 
he  returned  home.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah-  Holcomb,  died  at  their  homestead, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  the  old  Granby  cem- 
etery. They  had  the  following  children :  Sarah  and 
^lary  (twins),  who  died  in  childhood;  Levi  (de- 
ceased), who  settled  in  the  West ;  Lyman ;  and  Sim- 
mons. 

Lyman  Griffin,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
Jan.  22,  1800,  and  after  completing  the  course  of 
study  offered  in  the  district  schools  he  attended  the 
high  school  at  Simsburv  and  a  select  school  at  Ta- 
riffville,  conducted  by  Cicero  Holcomb.    He  was 
reared  to  farming  on  the  homestead,  but  as  a  young 
man  became  interested  in  the  Farmington  canal  and 
.    invested  his  fortune  in  two  boats.    \\'hen  the  canal 
was  abandoned  he  lost  heavily,  and  had  to  begin 
life  anew.    For  some  years  he  followed  farming-  at 
the  old  home,  and  in  1870  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
West  Suffield,  where  his   remaining   years  were 
spent,  his  death  occurring  Xov.  28,  1885.  Politically 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  never  so'ught  office.  His 
religious  views  were  liberal,  but  for  years  he  sang 
in  the  choir  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Granby. 
In  1830  he  was  married  in  Granl^y  to  ]\Iiss  Harriet 
Davis,  who  still  resi^les  at  the  homestead,  being  re- 
markably strong  mentally  and  physically  for  a  lady 
of  eighty-seven  years.    She  was  born  in  Granby, 
May  30,  1813,  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  ^Matilda 
(Griffin)  Davis,  well-known  residents  of  that  lo- 
cality.   Eleven  children  were  born  to  Lyman  and 
Harriet  Griffin,  namely :    Chauncey,  born  I'eb.  26, 

1831,  resides  in  Suffield;  Rensselaer,  born  Sept.  23, 

1832,  resides  on  a  farm  in  West  Suffield;  Sarah, 
who  died  Jan.  29,  1895,  married  Andrew  Jackson 
Davis,  of  Marion  county,  Ohio;  Mary  (deceased) 
married  Edgar  Davis;  Justin  E.  is  a  resident  of 


i  \\'est  Suflleld  :  Collins  B.,  our  subject,  was  sixrli 
I  in  the  order  of  birth  ;  Txliss  Henrietta  resides  at  the 
j  homestead;  Jennie  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  W'ill- 
'  iam  \  lets,  of  Co'pper  Hill;  Adaline  died  in  child- 
I  ^lood  ;  Catharine  i>  the  wife  of  Lyman  Bristol,  of 
Canton  Center,  and  Lewis  died  in  infancy. 

Collins  B.  Grittin  was  born  }vlay  10,  184-',  in 
Granby.  where  his  education  was  begun,  and  as  he 
was  but  a  boy  when  the  family  removed  to  \\  est 
j  Suftield  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  district 
I  schools,  attending  during  the  winter  only,  h'or 
some  years  of  this  time  he  made  his  home  with  [Mrs. 
Dennison,  and  at  seventeen  the  latter  placed  him 
in  charge  of  her  farm.  Since  !Mrs.  Dennison's  death 
]\Ir.  Griffin  has  conducted  the  estate,  carrying  on 
general  farming,  dairving,  and  tobacco  culture,  and 
by  his  industrv  and  honesty  has  won  a  high  repu- 
tation in  the  locality.  Some  years  ago  the  old  resi- 
dence was  destroved  by  fire,  but  3.1r.  Griffin  has  re- 
placed it  with  a  modern  building,  while  his  barns, 
tobacco  sheds  and  other  improvements  are  of  sub- 
stantial nature.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poH- 
tics,  although  he  docs  not  aspire  to  office,  and  he 
is  active  in  religious  work  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  deacon 
for  four  years  past.  C)n  June  4,  i8(37,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Suffield  to  ]\Iiss  Emeline  ^Iatilda  Phelon, 
daughter  of  Julius  and  Julia  E.  (^Lccum)  Phelon, 
prominent  citizens  of  Vv  est  Sutlicld.  [Mrs.  Griffin, 
though  now  in  ill-health,  is  a  lady  whose  influence 
for  good  is  recognized  among  her  associates.  They 
had  two  daughters,  iMiss  Sarah  L..  born  Oct.  21, 
1868.  graduated  from  the  Normal  School  at  New 
Britain,  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  with  suc- 
cess until  her  death  Alarch  27,  1900;  and  [Miss  Ber- 
tha King  is  at  home. 

WILLLA^I  T.  BARBER,  of  East  Windsor,  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  the  county  of  Hartford,  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  his  family  in  the  State,  and  descends  from 
Thomas  Barber,  who  came  from  England  in  early 
Colonial  days,  located  in  \\'indsor.  Conn.,  and  was 
also  an  early  resident  of  Hartford,  wdiere  his  name 
appears  on  the  records  as  far  back  as  1637.  His 
descendants  have  been  most  prominent  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  State — religious,  official,  social  and  com- 
mercial. The  line  of  descent  of  our  subject's  branch 
of  the  family  from  the  original  colonist  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Josiah  Barber,  son  of  Thomas,  the  colonist,  was 
born  Feb.  15,  1653,  and  was  known  as  Lieut.  Josiah ; 
in  1677  he  married  Abigail  Loomis,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  Nathaniel  Loomis ;  her  death  took  place  Feb. 
9,  1700,  and  his  occurrcl  Dec.  14,  1729.  Jonathan 
liarber,  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1693,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1772  ;  his  wife,  Rachel, 
was  born  in  1696,  and  died  [March  24,  1778.  Oliver 
Barber,  great-grandfather,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1736, 
and  died  in  1820:  his  wife,  Anna  Root,  of  Westheld, 
[Mass.,  was  born  in  1743,  and  died  in  1823.  Horace 
Barber  (i),  grandfather,  was  born  in  1776,  and 


I 


COM  MEMO  RAT  llli  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


dioil  in  i«^,>'>:  his  wifo,  I.ydia  ] 'helps,  was  born  in 
Hebron.  Conn.,  in  1779.  and  died  in  1S33.  He  and 
his  son  Hnekley  riieljis,  fatl'cr  of  onr  snbject,  will 
be  sicken  of  in  detail  in  the  followins-  ])arai;raphs. 

Horace  lUirber  was  the  inst  the  family  to  lo- 
cate at  Warehouse  Point,  in  l:"asi  Windsor  t^wn, 
althoui;h  they  had  resided  in  its  vicitiiiy  for  years. 
Ho  established  a  slnpyard  at  the  end  oi  the  l)ridQ-e, 
and  started  at  bniklin;;'  sloops,  rai)iiny  increased  his 
business,  built  vessels  of  a  lar^'cr  class,  and  had  a 
great  deal  of  money  invested  in  sea-goinq;  vessels, 
when  the  "embargo""  act  went  into  eitect,  and  he 
was  financiallv  ruined,  but  not  crushed.  He  beq'an 
life  anew  with  enh.anced  business  viq;or.  He  found- 
ed what  was  afterward  the  famous  I'arber  Distil- 
lery, and  althoug-h  the  l)usiness  was  new  to  liim, 
his  product  became  a  favorite  with  consumers,  so 
he  again  waxed  wealthy,  and  paid  up  in  after  years 
every  dollar  he  owed  when  he  failed  in  ship-build- 
ing, although  some  of  th.e  notes  he  had  given  had 
accrued  interest  in  excess  of  the  principal. 

The  children  born  to  Horace  and  Lydia  (Phelps) 
Barber  were  Puckley  Phelps;  Caroline  L.,  who  was 
married  to  a  ^Ir.  Burdett,  of  New  York ;  and  Hor- 
ace, Jr.  Tile  last  named  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington College  and  later  from  the  Plarvard  Law 
School,  was  a  professor  in  a  Southern  college,  and 
pron:inent  in  the  South  as  a  politician.  He  was  a 
bachelor. 

Horace  Barber,  grandfatlier  of  \\'illiam  T.,  was 
a  sliort,  corpulent  man,  but  verv  active.  Pie  held 
the  otfice  of  deputv  slieriff  at  one  time,  and  at  an- 
other was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  His  house  was 
headquarters  for  the  prominent  men  of  the  day,  and 
was  noted  for  the  rare  entertainments  given  therein, 
whicli  exceeded  the  usual  events  of  the  kind.  Mr. 
Barber  joined  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  one 
of  the  principal  founders  of  the  church  in  \\'are- 
house  Point,  in  which  he  became  a  leader,  and  in  the 
faith  of  which  he  passed  away. 

Buckley  P.  Barber,  father  of  William  T.,  was 
born  March  21,  1798,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1878.  He 
married  Harriet  Thompson,  who  was  born  Jan.  6, 
1803,  and  died  Sept.  29.  1876,  and  the  remains  of 
both  V,- ere  interred  at  Warehouse  Point.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  (i)  Caroline  L.,  born 
Jan.  18,  1823,  was  first  married  to  Rev.  J.  }darshall 
Wiley,  of  Ellington,  a  son  of  Jndge  Wiley.  Rev. 
Mr.  Wiley  was  secretary  of  the  Diocese  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  for  several  \-ear5  was  rector  of  St.  John's 
Church  at  Bridgeport,  of  which  he  had  char^-e  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  widow  married  George 
S.  Sandford,  who  is  now-  also  deceased,  and  she 
resides  on  Strawberry  Hill,  in  Stamford.  { 2)  W'ill- 
1am  T.  is  second  in  the  family.  (3)  Elizabeth  O.  was 
married  to  A.  1'.  Redfield,  of  Hartford,  and  died  at 
Warehouse  Point.  (4)  Horace,  the  youngest,  re- 
sides at  \\'arehouse  Point.  He  married  Caroline 
Wadsworth  Allyn,  and  had  one  daughter,  Gene- 
vieve, who  died  in  ]Menton,  France,  Feb.  6,  1890. 

Mr.  Barber  first  entered  business  at  Warehouse 
.Point  as  a  merchant,  but  at  his  father's  death  took 


charge  of  the  distillery,  and  operated  it  until  lie 
transferred  it  to  his  two  sons,  \\  illiam  'W  and  1  lur- 
ace.  He  was  a  tine  looking,  well-built  man;  was 
a  strong  Democrat,  and  served  one  term  in  the  Leg- 
islature ;  was  broad-minded  and  liberal,  and  freely 
contributed  to  every  project  designed  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  public. 

William  T.  Piarber  was  born  in  Warehouse 
Point.  July  7,  1825.  and  was  educated  at  Juilge 
,  Hall's  boanling  school  in  Ellington,  and  at  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  School,  Suftield.  .\t  ilie  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  went  to  Xew  York  as  a  clerk  for 
Wm.  Sloane,  and  in  this  employ  continued  until  his 
marriage.  In  Xew  York,  Xov.  3,  1847,  he  wed- 
ded ^liss  Mar\-  J.  Post,  who  was  born  in  that  citv 
Dec.  2Q,  1S27,  and  died  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  April 
13,  1SS2,  her  remains  being  interred  at  Warehouse 
Point.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Gerardus  and  Susan  ■ 
(  Abbott)  Post,  the  former  of  whom  was  of  Dutch 
descent,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  X^ew  Orleans, 
La.,  of  French  origin,  her  family  bearing  the  name  « 
of  Labortout.  In  1855  !Mr.  Barber  returned  to 
\\'arehouse  Point  and  erected  a  dwelling,  in  which 
he  and  his  family  pass  the  summers.  For  eight 
years  he  was  associated  here  with  his  brother  in  the 
distillerv  management,  but  aside  from  that  business 
care  he  has  led  a  retired  life,  though  not  a  secluded 
one. 

In  politics  2\Ir.  Barber  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has 
always  been  very  popular  with  his  party,  for  which 
he  has  done  some  energetic  work.  In  1856  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  again 
elected  to  that  honorable  body  in  1872. 

To  ^Ir.  and  ]\lrs.  Barber  were  born  five  children: 
William  T.,  Jr..  born  Oct.  6,  1848,  died  in  1852. 
Josephine  K.,  born  in  X'ew  York  Feb.  i,  1851,  is 
unmarried,  and  resides  with  her  father.  Bethiiel 
and  Bucklev  P.  (2)  (twins),  were  born  in  Ware- 
hous  Point,  Feb.  26,  1853  ;  but  one  died  vdien  eight- 
een months  old,  and  the  other  at  the  age  of  six 
years.  -Margaret  Louise,  born  Jan.  6,  1855,  is  the 
widow  of  Frank  Schlesinger,  to  whom  she  was  mar- 
ried Dec.  10,  1890.  ^Ir.  Schlesinger  was  a  son  of 
August  Schlesinger,  a  native  of  Lausanne,  Switzer- 
land, who  married  a  !Miss  Pitkin,  of  East  Hartford, 
a  direct  descendant  paternally  of  William  Pitkin, 
the  Colonial  governor  in  1766,  and,  maternally,  of 
the  Wolcotts.  Frank  Schlesinger  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  first  married  ]\Iiss  Jennie  Brisbane,  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  who  died  in  Xew  York  City  in 
October,  1887.  Frank  Schlesinger  dierl  April  14, 
1893.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  branch  will  soon 
become  extinct,  as  far  as  the  name  is  concerned, 
^Ir.  Barber  having  no  male  children  to  perpetuate  it. 

LEWTS  W.  LADD,  who  for  twenty-seven  years 
was  proprietor  of  the  "Windsor  Hotel,"  at  Ware- 
house Point,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  hotclmen 
in  Connecticut  and,  in  fact,  the  fame  of  his  estab- 
lishment h.as  extended  throughout  adjacent  States. 
Perfect  order  and  cleanliness,  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory cuisine,  prompt  and  efficient  service  and 
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unfailing'  cuurlcsy  to  gncits  arc  not  always  to  bo 
founi.1  in  a  small  town,  and  ihc  rare  combination  has 
so  won  the  apiM-ooiation  of  the  Iravclini;  public  tliat 
many  have  hoanl  of  the  excellence  of  the  "'W  indsor 
lloiel"  who  havi.  no  other  kmiwledge  of  \\'are- 
liouse  Point.  When  ?\Lr.  Ladd  took  eharye  in  1M71 
the  hotel  was  sni.dl  and  of  no  reimiation  Ixvond 
local  limits,  bnt  under  his  progressive  managenient 
it  was  soon  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  first-class  house 
Avith  all  modern  improvements,  making  it  attractive 
to  the  best  class  of  guests.  In  June,  1898.  ^Ir.  Ladd 
retired  from  active  business,  selling  the  furnishings 
and  renting  the  building,  and  at  present  he  resides 
in  Poquonock,  where  he  is  enjoying  a  well-earned 
leisure,  the  fruits  of  his  past  years  of  eilort. 

Mr.  Ladd  was  born  Jan.  Ji,  1841,  in  the  town 
of  Sprague  (then  Franklin),  Xew  l^ondon  Co., 
Conn.,  and  is  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  descent  be- 
ing traced  from  linoch  Ladd,  the  progenitor  of  all 
of  the  name  in  th.e  L'nited  States.  Septa  Ladd,  our 
subject's  father,  was  a  well-known  agriculturist  of 
New  London  countv,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Patty  A. 
Ladd,  had  a  large  family  of  children,  mostly  boys. 
The  sons  were  all  robust  and  stalwart,  but  none 
are  now  living  except  our  subject  and  Charles  H., 
a  farmer  at  the  old  homestead.  Three  of  the 
daughters  also  survive :  Sarah  A.,  widow  of  ]\Ir. 
Burdick ;  Jane  (^Irs.  Rufus  Ladd);  and  Adeline 
(]\Irs.  Barbour). 

Being  reared  a  farmer  loy,  INIr.  Ladd  had  only 
a  district-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  iv.-enty- 
one  he  left  heme  to  take  a  position  as  a  jack-spin- 
ner in  a  mill  in  South  Coventry,  Conn.  With  char- 
acteristic adaptability  and  accuracy  he  quickly 
learned  the  details  of  the  trade,  becoming  an  ex- 
pert, and  for  twelve  years  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness, spending  some  time  at  3>Ierrow  Station  and 
Stafford,  Conn.  His  health  became  impaired,  ne- 
cessitating a  change,  and  in  1870  he  rented  the  "El- 
•  lington  Hotise,"  at  Ellington,  Conn.,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a  year,  in  1S71  he  took  charge  of  his 
present  hotel  at  Warehouse  Point,  and  after  a  few- 
years  as  a  tenant  purchased  the  property.  In  ap- 
pearance he  suggests  the  ideal  landlord  which  he 
has  proved  himself  to  be,  his  portly,  well-propor- 
tioned frame,  six  feet  in  height  and  weighing  230 
pounds,  indicating  good  living,  while  his  genial 
manner  sets  every  one  at  ease  in  his  presence.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  promment.  He  is  iden- 
tified with  Wolcott  Lodge,  Xo.  60,  F.  &  A.  ^l.,  at 
Stafford.  In  politics  he  is  a  gold  Democrat,  btit  he 
has  never  sought  official  honors,  restricting  his  ef- 
forts on  behalf  of  the  party  to  the  regular  casting 
of  his  own  vote. 

In  June,  1861,  ^Mr.  Ladd  married  ?\Iiss  Jennie 
Graham,  of  Willington,  Conn.,  who  died  in  1S70,  her 
remains  being  interred  at  her  native  place.  Subse- 
quently he  married  ]Miss  -Mary  A.  Lyon,  a  native 
of  Boston,  who  was  for  many  years  an  efficient 
helpmeet  to  him  in  his  business.  On  March  23, 
3898,  he  former    third  matrimonial  union,  this  time 


with  Zvlrs.  Philomina  Mctcalf,  a  native  of  France. 
Mr.  Ladd  has  had  two  children,  both  by  his  first 
marriage:  (i)  Elmer  L.  died  at  the  age  of  two 
and  one-hall  years.  {2)  Jennie  K.  niarned  Charles 
W.  bloody,  formerly  a  prominent  insurance  man 
of  Xew  ilaven,  but  now  residing  in  Pas-adcna, 
Cal.,  and  has  two  sons,  Graham  and  Wilbur.  }\lrs. 
Philomina  Ladd,  who  is  nuich  esteemed  among  her 
circle  of  friends,  was  born  3,Larch  29,  1844,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eloi  and  Pauline  Bayard.  She  married 
(first)  Samuel  Metcalf,  a  skilled  mechanic,  who 
was  superintendent  of  a  mill  at  Poquonock  for 
a  number  -of  years,  and  was  well  known  in 
the  }^Iasonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  attained  the 
32d  degree.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  this 
union  the  eldest,  Henry  Metcalf,  is  manager  of 
the  Grand  Union  Tea  Co.,  of  Hartford ;  Thomas 
\\'.  ^Metcalf  resides  at  Poquonock ;  and  Emma  died 
in  childhood. 

^Ir.  and  3*Irs.  Ladd  have  a  fine  home  on  the  bluff 
overlooking  the  river,  and  surrounded  by  hedges 
and  drives.  ■  ,  : 

JA^IES  PI.  PRATT,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Blakeslec  Forging  Co.,  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Southington,  and  is  rapidly  work- 
ing his  way  to  a  foremost  position  among  the  prom- 
inent manufacturers  of  the  county.  Genuine  suc- 
cess is  not  likely  to  be  the  result  of  mere  chance  or 
fortune,  but  is  something  to  be  labored  for  and 
sought  out  with  consecutive  effort.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  our  subject  has  prospered. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  born  in  i)Oiuhington  Aug.  3 
1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Pratt,  who  was  also 
of  Southington  nativity,  born  Oct.  2,  1821,  and  v,-as 
for  many  years  engaged  in  farming  at  v.diat  is  known 
as  Clark  Farms,  but  since  iiis  retirement  from  act- 
tive  business,  in  1891,  he  has  resided  with  our  sub- 
ject. In  1836  he  married  X'ancy  D.  Beardsley,  a 
daughter  of  William  D.  and  Elvira  (Stevens) 
Beardsley,  of  Xaugatuck,  Conn.,  and  to  tlieir  union 
four  children  were  born,  of  whom  three  reached 
years  of  maturity:  Caroline  E.,  wife  of  John  H. 
Holt ;  Frederick  \V. ;  and  James  H. 

Eli  Pratt,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Wolcott  X'ov.  3,  1781,  and  died 
Aug.  25,  1S58.  He,  too,  was  an  agriculturist,  and 
lived  at  Clark  Farms,  Southington.  Fie  was  dea- 
con in  the  Congregational  Church  from  1815  to 
1S58,  and  was  highly  respected  by  ail  who  knew 
him.  On  ]\Iarch  28,  1803,  he  married  Abigail  Hitch- 
cock, a  daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Doolittle) 
Hitchcock.  Her  father  was  born  June  29,  1742, 
and  lived  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Southington, 
where  he  died  July  27,  1814.  He  was  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Hitchcock,  who  was  born  March  25,  1696, 
and  was  married.  Oct.  r,  1718,  to  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Esther  (  Tjenedict)  Ives.  Ben- 
jamin Hitchcock  held  the  militarv  rank  of  captain, 
lie  lived  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Feb. 
12,  1767.  His  father,  John  Hitchcock,  was  mar- 
ri(;d,  Jan.  18,  1670,  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  Xathaniel 
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Morrinian,  of  Now  I  laniiishirc.  and  about  1676  he 
roiuovcd  from  Xow  Haven  lo  W  allingford,  where 
he  iHed  July  0.  He  was  a  son  of  .Matlliias 

nitclieock,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  Xew 
^\'orld,  who  eame  from  Liuulon  to  J'.oslnn  in  1635 
on  the  shi})  "Susan  and  Kllen,"  and  in  1639  be- 
came one  ol  the  first  sealers  of  Xew  Haven.  He 
died  in  Xoveniber,  iOO<),  at  the  ai;e  of  fiflv-iiine 
years. 

Stephen  Pratt,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Saybrook.  Comi.,  June  30,  1740, 
and  was  thrice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Phebe 
Atkins,  the  second  Hannah  Davidson  and  the  third 
Phebe  Andrews.  He  had  nine  children.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  I'rench  and 
Indian  war  before  moving  to  Southington,  w  here  he 
died  in  1823. 

Christopher  Pratt,  the  father  of  Stephen,  was 
born  Xov.  4,  1712,  and  was  married,  June  14,  1739, 
to  Sarah  Pratt,  daughter  of  ]3aniel  Pratt.  They 
had  seven  children,  rlis  death  occurred  iii  W'all- 
ingford. 

Ensign  \\'illiam  Pratt,  the  father  of  Christopher, 
was  born  about  1674,  and  was  married,  Oct.  S,  1700, 
to  Hannah  Hough.  He  lived  in  Patitapaug,  and 
was  prominent  in  civil  and  military  attairs. 

Joseph  I'ratt,  father  of  Ensio-n  Pratt,  was  a 
large  land  holder  in  the  Pautapaug  Quarter,  and 
also  in  the  town  of  Plebron.  He  died  Aug.  12, 
1703,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 

Lieut.  William  Pratt,  father  of  Joseph,  was  iJie 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  county.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  gone  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker 
to  Xewtown  (now  Cambridge),  ]\Iass.,  in  1633, 
and  thence  to  Hartford,  Conn.  In  June,  1636,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark, 
of  Saybrook,  afterward  of  r^Iilford,  ana  formerly 
of  Great  Alundon,  Plertfordshire,  England.  Lieut. 
Pratt  attended  the  General  Court  as  a  deputy  to 
the  twenty-third  session,  wdiich  convened  in  Hart- 
ford May  9,  1678,  and  died  the  same  year. 

Lieut.  Pratt  was  a  son  of  Rev.  William  and 
Elizabeth  Pratt,  of  Hertfordshire.  England,  the 
former  of  whom  was  baptized  at  Baldock  in  Octo- 
ber, 1562,  was  inducted  rector  of  the  parish  of 
Stevenage,  in  Hertfordshire,  Dec.  6,  1598,  and  died 
in  1629,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Rev.  William 
Pratt  w^as  a  son  of  Andrew  Pratt,  who  was  born  at 
Baldock,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Joan  Pratt,  of  that 
place.  Andrew  was  born  in  February,  1539.  just 
one  hundred  years  previous  to  the  date  when  the 
settlers  of  Hartford  drew  their  home  lots. 

James  11.  Pratt,  whose  name  introfluces  this 
sketch,  remained  on  the  homestead  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  attended  the  public  schools  and  Lewis 
Academy,  and  also  took  a  course  in  Yale  Business 
College,  Xew  haven.  He  began  his  business  career 
as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Cheshire,  in  1871,  and 
the  following  year  came  to  Southington  anfl  ac- 
cepted a  similar  position  in  the  store  of  Pratt  & 
Neale.  In  1875  he  purcnased  Mr.  Xeale's  interest, 
and  business  was  then  conducted  under  the  firm 


name  of  Pratt  Pros,  milil  1S7S,  when  he  bought 
his  brother's  interest,  being  .done  in  business  until 
1 888.  Subsequently  he  was  employetl  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  Atwa.ler  Alanuf.acturiiig  Co. 
for  several  years,  and  in  1805  assisteil  in  organizing 
the  Plakeslee  I'orging  Company,  successor^  to 
Blakeslee  &  Co..  was  elected  its  first  secretarv  and 
treasiu'cr  and  is  still  filling  tliose  positions. 

In  Sejitemher.  1877,  \lr.  Pratt  married  Miss 
Xellie  A.  Kibljcy,  daughter  of  William  B.  and 
^lartha  (Wheeler)  Kibbey,  of  Xe\vi)ort,  X.  U., 
I  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children,  Leila  F. 
and  Florinc,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Pratt  is  independent  in  politics,  and  in  his  social  re- 
lations is  a  Knight  Templar,  being  a  member  of  St. 
ILlnio  Commandery. 

FRAXKLIX  BARXFS  BRADLEY,  a  promi- 
nent representative  of  the  business  and  industrial  in- 
terests of  Hartford  county,  is  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  BridgeportPower  Co.,  of  Bridgeport,, 
and  also  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  F.  B.  Brad- 
ley &  Son,  brokers,  of  Hartford.  His  home,  how- 
ever, is  in  Southington.  Tireless  energy,  keen  per- 
ception, honesty  of  purpose  and  good  business  abil- 
ity, are  numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics, 
and  have  brought  to  him  a  v,"ell-merited  success. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  in  Southington,  Feb.  20, 
1843,  a  son  of  Anion  and  Sylvia  (Barnes)  I^radley, 
a  sketch  of  wdiom,  together  with  a  record  of  the  early 
ancestors  of  our  subject,  will  be  found  elsewdiere. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  and  began  his 
education  in  its  public  schools,  but  later  attended 
Lewis  Academy,  and  prepared  for  college  at  Flop- 
kin's  grammar  school,  Xew  Haven.  He  then  en- 
tered Yale,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

From  1865  to  1867  Mr.  Bradley  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  general  merchandising  in  South- 
j  ington,  and  during  the  following  two  years  with 
Frederick  ^^'oodru^i:'.  In  1869  he  went  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  wdiere  with  A.  L.  Lewis,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bradley  Sz  Lewis,  he  established  the  first 
carriage  bolt  manufactorv  of  that  citv.  and  later  .  .  I 
the  name  was  changed  to  Bradley,  Lewis  &  Co.,  | 
when  Samuel  Armstrong  was  admitted  a  partner.  j 
^ir.  Bradley,  after  continuing  in  the  business  for  | 
three  years,  sold  out  his  interest,  and  then  returned  | 
to  Southington.  In  1873  ^^'^^  elected  secretary  j 
and  treasurer  of  the  Soutliington  Eyelet  Co.,  wdiich  | 
position  he  held  until  1880,  and  in  1S82  and  1883  was  | 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Excelsior  Knife  Co.,  ■  | 

of  Torrington,  Conn.  In  the  year  1884  he  became  ] 
identified  with  the  Bridgeport  Power  Co., of  Bridge-  | 
port.  Conn.,  and  soon  afterward  was  elected  sec-  ^  | 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  wdiich  posi-  1 
tion  he  still  retains.  This  company  rents  rooms  with  | 
power,  and  manufacture  carpenters'  steel  and  iron  | 
squares.  In  1894,  with  his  son,  Anion  Edward,  | 
yir.  Bradley  established  the  Beaton  &:  Bradley  Co.,  | 
of  Southington,  manufacturers  of  floor  and  ceiling  j 
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plates  and  stcani-litters'  specialties,  but  in  1S99 
thev  sold  out  their  interest  in  tliat  line,  and  have 
since  engaL::ed  in.  business  at  Hartford  as  connnis- 
sion  brokers,  under  the  linn  name  of  V.  U.  Bradlev 
&  Son. 

Mr.  Bradlev  was  manied,  June  16,  i8(V).  to 
Miss  Julia  A.  Arnold,  a  daughter  of  Eihan  and 
Mary  A.  (^Thonipson)  Arnold,  of  Manchester, 
Conn.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  one  son,  Anion 
Edward,  who  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in 
business.  The  wife  is  a  member  of  Hannah  Wood- 
ruff Chapter,  Xo.  36,  D.  A.  R.,  was  its  organizing 
regent,  and  by  it  was  presented  a  gold  medal,  the 
certificate  of  an  hereditary  life  membership  in  the 
National  ]\Iary  W'ashirigion  Association.  Mr. 
Bradley  belongs  to  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  A.  F. 
&  A.  1sl.\  Triune  Chapter,  Xo.  40,  ]\.  A.  :  and 
Temple  Council,  Xo.  32,  R.  &  S.  ]\L  In  his  re- 
ligious views  he  is  lioeral,  and  in  political  sentiment 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  held  various  local  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  capably  and  satis- 
factorily discharged,  and  as  a  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen  he  gives  his  support  to  every 
enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

PHILO  B.  COE,  a  retired  merchant  of  Tarift- 
ville,  and  one  of  its  most  substantial  and  highly 
respected  citizens,  has  throughout  his  long  and  pros- 
perous life  ever  been  identified  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  Hartford  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
county,  as  was  his  father  before  him. 

I'hineas  Coe,  his  grandfather,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Hartland,  was  born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  in 
1753.  As  a  young  man  he  was  prominent,  and  in 
1770  he  was  quartermaster  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Possessing  the  true  pio- 
neer spirit,  he  came  with  his  brother,  Asher,  to  Hart- 
ford county  from  Durham,  and  cleared  up  a  farm 
in  the  woods  near  Hartland  Hollow.  He  married, 
Oct.  15,  1780,  3iliss  Rhoda  Banning,  who  was  born 
in  1761,  and  when  four  years  of  age  was  brought 
by  her  parents  from  Haddam,  Conn.,  to  Hartland. 
She  made  the  journey  on  horseback,  with  her  fa- 
ther, clinging  to  a  strap  which  he  had  fastened 
around  his  waist.  In  Hartland  Phineas  Coe  raised 
his  family  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  representing 
his  district  in  the  Legislature  nine  terms.  He  was 
a  well-known  and  skillful  timber  hewer,  and  he 
hewed  much  of  the  timber  for  the  old  church  at 
Hartland.  His  grandson,  our  subject,  when  a  boy, 
scored  timber  for  him.  Phineas  Coe  died  in  Sept- 
iember,  1832,  his  wife  surviving  until  Fen.  3,  1839. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Elijah,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  "Xarrows."  in  Hartland  Hollow; 
Miles,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Anson,  who  mar- 
ried Hannah  Haines,  and  in  1818  migrated  to  \"er- 
non,  Ohio;  Polly,  who  married  De  \Vitt  Clark,  and 
Hved  and  died  in  Hartland  ;  Sally,  who  married  Hor- 
ace Emmons;  and  Elijah,  who  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  while  r,;turning  from  school,  jumped  over  a 
fence,  fell  on  a  snag,  and  sustained  injuries  from 
which  he  died. 


Miles  Coe,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  llartland  Jan.  5.  1783.  As  a  ]">ioneer  farmer  boy 
I  he  was  reared  at  Hartland,  living  on  the  place  of 
I  his  liirth  until  eleven  years  of  age,  when  with  his 
parents  he  moved  to  the  farm  where  he  remained 
through  life.  He  was  known  as  Deacon  Coe,  al- 
thuugh  he  had  never  held  that  office  in  church,  but 
his  Christian  character  was  so  clear,  his  every  act 
so  characterized  by  honesty  and  fairness,  that  the 
name  came  to  nim  naturally,  and  was  always  applied 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors  in  the  highest  terms 
of  respect.  Flimself  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  were  active  in  church 
work.  Miles  Cue  was  a  lieutenant  in  a  regiment 
of  State  militia,  but  a  cut  which  he  received  in  the 
knee  prevented  further  official  ad\ancement  in  mil- 
itarv  organizations.  He  acquired  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  was  a  successful  and  well-known  farmer 
of  Flartford  county.  In  1801  he  married  Lucy  Bor- 
den, who  was  bont  in  Hartland  ^March  i,  17S4, 
daughter  of  Russell  Borden,  who  migrated  with  all 
his  lamily  except  Lucy  to  Ohio,  going  by  ox-team, 
the  journey  consimiing  six  weeks.  To  Miles  and 
Lucy  Coe  were  born  children  as  follows :  ( i  )  Phin- 
eas, born  Jan.  23,  1802,  died  July  3,  1812.  (2) 
Lnjah,  born  Aug.  24,  1804,  was  a  farmer  and  later 
a  boarding-house  keeper  at  Ware,  ^Mass.,  near  which 
town  he  died  Aprd  16,  1880.  (3)  Rhoda,  born 
June  24,  1806,  married  Francis  Clark,  and  died  in 
Hartland  April  20,  1861.  (4)  Fanny,  born  June  26, 
180S,  married  Anson  Btirnham,  and  died  in  Dixon, 
ill.,  July  31,  1883.  (5)  Louisa,  born  Xov.  12,  1810, 
married  Ruel  Stevens,  and  died  2\lay  15,  1855,  from 
the  effects  of  an  accident,  being  thrown  from  a 
buggy.  (6)  Betsy,  born  X'ov.  25,  1S12,  married 
yVilo  Miller,  and  died  at  West  Granville,  Mass., 
Aug.  4,  1859.  (7)  ^linerva.  born  Oct.  12,  1814, 
married  William  }vIoss,  and  died  at  Peoria,  III.,  in 
January,  1879.  (8)  Phineas,  born  Xov.  7,  1816, 
was  a  farmer  earlv  in  life,  then  moved  to  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  died  Xov.  30,  1893 ;  he  married 
Elvira  Banning.  (9)  Abigail,  born  Feb.  21,  1819, 
now  lives  at  Great  Barrington,  ])\Iass.,  the  widow 
of  David  Merwin.  (  10)  Philo  B.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  (  11  )  Charles,  born  Xov.  9,  1823,  was 
a  farmer  in  early  life  and  later  worked  in  a  mill 
at  Cheshire,  in  which  town  he  died  Xov.  5.  1876;  he 
married  Julia  A.  Roe.  (12)  De  Witt,  born  Sept. 
12,  1826,  was  a  soldier  in  Company  E,  29th  Conn. 
\'.  L.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  Westfield, 
]\Iass.,  July  3,  1S87;  he  married  Dollie  A.  Hamil- 
ton. The  father  died  Feb.  14,  1853,  the  mother  on 
Sept.  26,  1870,  ana  thev  were  buried  at  Hartland. 

Philo  B.  Coe  was  born  at  Hartland  Oct.  26, 
1821.  In  his  boyhood  days  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  where  discipline  bordered  on  tyranny,  and 
wherein  the  desks  were  ranged  around  the  sides  of 
the  room.  He  also  had  the  advantage  of  a  train- 
ing in  a  select  school  at  Hartland,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  naving  succe_ssfully  jiassed  an  ex- 
amination in  spelling,  geography,  grammar  and 
arithmetic,  he  becan  teacb.ing  school  for  eleven  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  "boanled  around."    Fie  was  a 
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product  oi  llie  pioneer  farm,  lie  was  brou,L:;lit  up 
to  w  ork  in  a  (.lay  wlicn  boys  had  u^  work,  and  when 
a  Connecticut  farmer  raised  everything;-  c  Misumed 
in  his  ho'.ne  except  sui^ar  and  spices,  lie  remained 
at  liome  inilil  he  was  twenty-one.  \vheu  h.e  weni  to 
Granville,  .Ma?s.,  antl  in  p.artne.  shij)  with  his 
brother- in-law.  Ruel  Stevens,  cmbarkeel  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  reducinq'  native  timber.  l-'or  three 
years  he  was  thus  en^aL;'ed.  lie  then,  with  his 
brother  Phineas,  purchased  a  farm  in  llartland  1  bil- 
low, and  they  operated  llie  place  jointly  until  1850. 
In  that  year  he  boug-ht  th.e  liotel  at  East  llartland, 
which  had  been  conducted  by  Watson  Gibbons. 

^Ir.  Coe  married.  Jan.  J,  1850,  Miss  Ann  F. 
]Moses,  Vvdio  was  born  in  Canton,  Conn.,  Xov.  5, 
1830,  a  daughter  of  Festus  and  Amanda  (Miller) 
jNIoses,  the  former  a  native  of  Canton,  the  latter  of 
Avon.  Festus  r^Iosos  was  a  farmer,  and  in  early 
years  had  taujjht  scliool.  Flis  familv  consisted  of 
six  chilaren.  four  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age,  and 
two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ann  F.,  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Emily,  widow  of  \\'illiam 
Clark,  of  Granby,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Coe  continued  in  the  hotel  otisiness  for  five 
years,  then  entered  into  partnership  with  Watson 
Gibbons,  imder  the  firm  name  of  Gibbons  &  Coe, 
and  they  conducted  a  general  merchandise  store  at 
Hartland  until  1867.  in  which  year  ~}dr.  Coe  re- 
moved to  Tariftville  and  engaged  m  the  mercantile 
business  with  Frederick  Pickett,  under  the  name  of 
Coe  &  Pickett.  ^Ir.  Coe  continued  accivelv  and  suc- 
cessfully in  business  until  March,  1S93.  when  the 
partnersliip  was  dissolved,  his  interest  being  sold  to 
Henry  Higinbctham,  and  he  retired  from  active 
life.  Since  then  he  has  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  a 
successful  business  career.  In  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  term  he  has  been  a  self-made  man,  beginning 
life  with  no  iir.ancial  resotirces  of  liis  own. 

In  politics  Yir.  Coe  has  been  a  ^^  big  anil  Repub- 
lican, and  in  his  younger  years  he  v.-as  active  in  po  i- 
tics.  For  twelve  vears  he  v/as  postmaster  at  llart- 
land. In  1868  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Tar- 
ifTville,  and  served  continuously,  except  during  the 
first  term  of  President  Cleveland,  as  long  as  he  re- 
mained in  business.  Vor  over  thirtv  years  IMr.  Coe 
has  been  a  member  of  St.  ^Mark's  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  at  Simsbury.  Himself  and  wife  are  believers 
in  the  Christian  Science  faith.  Thev  have  a  pleas- 
ant home,  where  they  live  in  comfort,  and  enjoy 
the  highest  esteem  .;.f  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Coe 
lias  spent  manv  years  of  active  life  in  business,  and 
has  well  typified  bv  his  keen  rnind  and  well-pre- 
served physique  the  material  blessings  of  industry 
and  energy.  He  has  been  in  close  contact  with  his 
fellow  men  in  various  public  and  business  relations, 
and  through  them  all  has  borne  a  name  and  a  char- 
acter of  the  hignest  integrity.  \\r.  anrl  ^Irs.  Coe 
have  adopted  one  child,  Xellie  R.,  born  Aug.  11, 
1S56.  She  marriea  Joel  Loomis,  of  Tariffvil'e, 
and  has  three  children :  Ida,  Katie  and  Xellie  M. 
Ida  I  ^oomis  married  Fred  TnI.  Davis,  and  has  two 
children  :  Ruth  L.  and  Howard  C,  the  great-grand- 
children of  our  subject. 


j       ALBERT  ]:.  HOLCOMB,  a  tlioroughly  repre- 
I  scntative  farmer  and  one  of  the  better  cl.ass  of  citi- 
1  zcns  of  llie  town  of  Wind>or,  was  born  Oct.  _>5, 
1843,       ^'i*--  I'^^i'ni  bo  now  owns  and  oocu]iies. 

Fliliu  liolcomb,  his  father,  was  born  in  llart- 
land. Conn.,  Fell.  28,  1803,  .t  son  of  2^Iosos  and 
'  llamicdi  llolcoiiib.  w  ho  were  b'Uh  representatives  of 
'  well  ti.i-do  and  prominent  families,  and  reared  a 
\  family  of  wdn'ch  they  had  reason  to  be  proud,  the 
suns  being  Wells  (died  in  llartland),  Elihu,  Lri, 
I  Elijah  11.  and  Enos.    The  granillather  was  a  farmer 
j  by  occupation,  and  dietl  in  1  hi.riland,  w  bile  his  wife 
'  spent  her  last  'days  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Elihu, 
I  and  died  there  Oct.  10,  1847.    11'"^  other  children 
I  of  their  family  were  as  foHow"s :  Uri,  a  wagon- 
'  maker  by  trade,  died  in  Granby;  Elijah  B.  (known 
I  as  Billings)  was  a  merchant  of  Peoria,  111.  (he  had 
j  a  son  wdio  was  killed  in  tlie  Custer  massacre )  ; 
j  Caroline  married  George  D.  Lane,  and  died  in  Ohio; 
I  Emiline  married  Daniel  Chapman,  and  died  in  Wis- 
consin ;  Catherine  married  a  ^Ir.  Waters,  and  died 
in  Hartford;  Cornelia  died  unmarried,  when  seven- 
!  teen,  and  is  buried  in  Hartland ;  Laura  married  a 
'  }vlr.  Downs,  and  died  in  Chicago,  111.;  and  Enos 
died  in  Cuba  when  comparatively  a  young  man. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  Elihu  Holcomb 
spent  in  Hartland,  and  attended  the  district  schools 
j  wdiich  were  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
day.  He  then  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  ill  health  forced  his  re- 
tirement. For  some  time  he  was  a  partner  in  a 
silk  mill  that  was  operated  by  water  power  at  Ladd 
j  brook,  it  being  the  pioneer  mill  of  the  kind  in 
\\'ind5or,  to  wdiich  place  he  removed  from  Hartford. 
I  He  worked  at  liis  trade  as  a  journeyman  in  several  . 
'.  Connecticut  towns,  but  finally  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing upon  the  place  now  known  as  the  Holcomb  farm. 
He  was  a  thorough  and  systematic  agriculturist, 
but  did  not  confine  his  attention  solely  to  that  oc- 
cupation, as  he  conducted  a  grocery  store  for  thirty 
years  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  his  land. 
In  P'oquonock,  March  20,  1832,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  IMiss  Miriam  Phelps,  who  was  born 
near  that  place,  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Dec.  18, 
1812,  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  ^Miriam  (Case)  Phelps. 
Her  father,  wdrose  sketch  appears  elsewdiere,  was 
born  Aug.  16,  1746,  and  died  in  1829.  I\lr.  and 
IMrs.  Holconib  becanie  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Cornelia  E.,  born  Oct.  i,  1834,  married  Xathan 
Prcuty,  and  died  in  Spencer,  IMass. ;  Sarah  A.,  born 
^March  23,  1838,  lives  with  our  subject  on  the  old 
:  homestead;  Helen  A.,  born  Feb.  12,  1841,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Best,  of  \\'indsor;  Albert  E.  is 
next  in  the  family ;  and  Wells  F.,  born  June  21,  1850, 
resides  with  our  subject.  The  father  died  Xov. 
30,  1S85,  the  mother  on  Oct.  6,  1852,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  at  Poquonock.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat  until  the  Maine  law 
agitation,  when  he  joined  the  Whig  party,  and  on 
its  dissolution  became  a  Republican.  He  always 
took  considerable  interest  in  political  afl'airs  and 
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was  a  regfiilar  voter,  but  he  was  no  politician  in  the 
sense  of  otTiee  seeking-,  tIioui;h  lie  served  at  one 
time  as  justice  ci  tl-.e  peace  in  the  town  of  \\"indsor. 
He  was  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Metliodist  Clnu-ch  at  Windsor  Center,  and  always 
attended  cluirch  and  Sumlay  -cb.oi'l  as  long-  as  he 
was  able  to  ride  a  dislar.ce  of  three  n-iiles  to  the 
house  of  worslii]).  lie  was  a  quiet  man,  who  never 
sought  publicity,  but  was  always  doing  good,  and 
was  one  of  the  valued  and  honored  citizens  of  the 
comnnmity  in  which  he  lived. 

During-  the  winter  months,  when  liis  services 
were  not  needed  on  the  home  farm,  Albert  E.  Hol- 
comb  attended  school  in  District  Xo.  8,  town  of 
Windsor,  and  completed  his  education  by  a  short  at- 
tendance at  a  select  school  in  I'oquonock.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  days  in  a  season,  when  work- 
ing for  neighboring  farmers,  he  spent  his  boyhood 
and  vouth  under  the  parental  roof,  and  under  the  able 
direction  of  his  father  obtained  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  every  department  of  farm  work. 

On  March  2,  1869,  -\Ir.  Holcomb  married  ]\Iiss 
Martha  J.  Keney,  who  was  born  in  Bloomfield, 
Conn.,  Aug.  2,  1847,  ^  daughter  of  Osmyn  and 
Elizabeth  J.  (Huntley)  Keney.  Her  father  died 
in  1866,  her  mother  in  ^lay,  1853.  In  their  family 
Avere  only  two  chiklren,  the  younger  being  John  Isl., 
a  carpenter  of  \\'indsor.  jNIrs.  Holcomb  supple- 
mented her  district-school  education  by  a  course  in 
the  Bloomfield  Academy.  Bv  her  marriage  to  our 
subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  five  children : 
Clara,  who  died  when  nearly  two  years  old ;  Louis 
E.,  w^ho  is  engaged  in  farming  on  his  father's 
place  in  Poquonock ;  and  Alice  ^l.,  Bertha  J.  and 
Herbert  A.,  all  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  !Mr.  Holcomb  located  on  a 
farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained until,  in  the  spring  of  18S6,  he  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home  place,  which 
he  now'  owns  with  the  exception  of  the  residence. 
He  is  a  substantial  farmer,  and  a  quiet,  unassum- 
ing and  conservative  man,  whose  opinions  carry 
W'eight.  The  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his 
place  denotes  his  careful  supervision,  and  shows 
conclusively  that  he  thoroughly  understands  his 
chosen  calling,  while  as  a  tobacco  grower  he  has 
been  most  successful.  He  is  a  member  of  Po- 
quonock Grange.  Since  .casting  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864.  he  has  been 
a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  RcDtiblican  party,  is  now 
most  efficiently  serving  his  seventh  year  as  as- 
sessor, and  in  1889  ably  represented  the  town  of 
Windsor  in  the  State  Legislature. 

JOHN  THOMPSON.  This  gentleman's 
name,  like  a  giant  tree  in  a  forest  of  weather-beaten 
oaks,  stands  promiiient  among  those  of  representa- 
tive citizens  of  East  Windsor.  The  family  in  Hart- 
ford county  traces  its  ancestry  to  a  mother  and 
eight  children,  natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  were 
Scotch-Irish,  Protestants  in  religion,  and  who  came 


to  this  county  in  1720,  settling  in  Irish  Row,  now 
known  as  Melrose. 

Sanuiel  Thonqison,  one  of  the  children  alluded 
to  abo\-e,  was  born  in  1691,  and  died  in  1782.  His 
wife,  Elizal)eth,  wliose  maiden  name  was  presum- 
ablv  r\IcKiiiglit.  was  born  in  1686,  and  died  in  1776, 
and  among  iheir  children  was  a  son  named  James, 
born  in  1724,  and  died  June  20,  1790.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Betty,  who  was  born  in  1739.  and  died  in 
1S25,  the  mother  of  a  large  number  of  children, 
among  whom  were  the  following:  Col.  \\"illiam, 
who  was  boi-n  in  ijOj.  and  died  in  1829,  the  father 
of  Deacon  H.  Thon;pson,  now  living  in  ]\Iel- 
rose ;  Sanniel,  bon-;  1763;  John  ^NIcKnight,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject;  Charles,  born  in  1776; 
James,  born  in  1780,  died  in  1829;  and  Elizabeth, 
born  ]Vlay  20,  177S. 

John  McKnight  Thompson  was  born  Jan.  8, 
1768,  and  died  Eeb.  22,  1841.  He  was  one  of  the 
stalwart  pioneers  of  East  Windsor,  cleared  aw^ay 
the  brush  and  erected  the  first  house  on  the  Thomp- 
son homestead,  and  became  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  the  town  and  a  factor 
in  its  progress.  He  married  IMiss  Sabra,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Wells)  Allen,  born 
July  29,  1774;  she  died  -March  28,  1858.  They  had 
the  following  children :  Chauncey,  born  Oct.  24, 
1794,  died  Dec.  18,  1869,  who  first  married  So- 
phronia  Chapman  Nov.  16,  1819,  and  later,  on 
April  6.  184^,  wedded  Anna  Coy  ;  Robert,  born  Jan. 
12,  1796;  John,  April  22,  1798;  Elizabeth,  Sept. 
10,  1800;  James  Allen  (father  of  our  subject), 
Sept.  4.  1802;  I\iabel,  Oct.  20,  1804;  Sabra,  ^Nlarch 
2,  1807;  Samuel  Wells,  Dec.  18,  1809  (died  ]\Iarch 
12,  1811);  Samuel  WeWs  (2),  Jan.  12,  1812;  and 
George,  Aug.  i,  1816. 

James  Allen  Thompson  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead Sept.  4,  1802,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  followed  the  vocation  of  farming 
throughout  life.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  r-iiore  than 
ordinary  mental  caliber,  and  stood  very  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  On  Jan.  8,  1829,  he 
married  ]\Iiss  jMaria  Barber,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Betty  ( Wolcott)  Barber,  and  to  this  union  came 
five  children:  Harriet,  born  Sept.  i,  1831,  mar- 
ried Deacon  George  Dart,  and  is  living  in  Vernon, 
Tolland  Co.,  Conn.;  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  born  Sept.  26,  1833 ;  two  children,  both 
named  James  Allen,  died  in  infancy ;  and  Albert 
James,  born  July  12,  1845,  is  now  a  resident  of 
(Jregon.  ^Irs.  Alaria  Thompson  was  called  from 
earth  July  28,  1845,  "^yifg  i'"^  '•he  faith  of  the  Con- 
I  gregational  Chttrch,  deeply  mourned  by  her  husband 
and  surviving  children,  and,  indeed,  by  all  who  had 
known  her. '  Her  husband  then  made  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  with  wdiom  he  lived  in  South 
\\'indsor  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death  Sept.  6, 
1864.  In  politics  !Mr.  Thompson  was  firrt  a  Whig, 
and  after  the  distintegration  of  that  party  he  be- 
came a  consistent  Republican.  He  served  as  a  cap- 
tain in  the  local  volunteer  cavalry,  tut  his  advanced 
age  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  precluded  his 
taking  a  part  in  that  struggle. 
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At  tlie  donth  of  Mrs.  Maria  Thompson  the  fam- 
ily soiKiratod.  and  John  M.  Thompson  entered  upon 
hfc"s  strngL;le  at  the  early  aqe  of  twelve  \ears.  He 
was  first  eniiiloyed  as  a  farm  hand  in  hdlington, 
Tolland  cciuniy,  hy  John  McLray,  and  after  three 
and  one-half  years  of  this  work  returned  to  East 
Windsor,  IJartlord  eounty,  and  foiuid  employment 
in  a  grist  and  saw  mill.  Later  he  purchased  the  old 
homestead  on  which  he  had  been  born,  and  which, 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  comprised  only  thirty- 
five  acres,  but  by'  economy  and  skill  he  increased 
its  dimensions  to  sixtv  acres,  materiallv  improved 
it,  and  converted  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  of 
its  size  in  the  tc>wn  ;  it  is  now  occupied  bv  his  son, 
Howard  A. 

In  1859  John  Thompson  married  Miss  Eme- 
line  Bradley,  who  was  born  in  Ellington  ^^larch  3, 
1836,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Lorenza  (Tavlor) 
Bradley.  To  this  union  came  two  children  :  Henrv, 
born  May  23.  1S60,  died  Oct.  5,  same  year;  How- 
ard A.,  born  June  3,  1875,  married,  Dec.  25,  1S97, 
j\Iiss  Eudell  S.  Busher,  a  native  of  South  Windsor, 
and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Anna  (White)  Busher. 
Mrs.  Emeline  Thompson  died  Dec.  27,  1875.  her 
remains  being  interred  in  Windsorville,  and  Oct. 
3.  1876,  ^Ir.  Thompson  married  IMiss  ^Maria  Dart, 
a  native  of  Wapping,  Hartford  county,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Adron  and  Wealthy  (Avery)  Dart.  This 
worthy  lady  died  Dec.  22,  1895,  and  her  remains 
also  lie  at  rest  in  Windsorville.  Mr.  Thompson's 
third  marriage  took  place  in  East  Windsor  Oct. 
20,  1898,  INliss  Sarah  5.1.  Bowen  becoming  his  wife. 
She  is  a  cultured  and  refined  ladv,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  a  daughter  of  Willis  and  Lura 
(Aldrich)  Bowen,  the  latter  a  native  of  Willington, 
Conn.  xAfter  his  last  marriage  ]\Ir.  Thompson  re- 
moved from  the  old  homestead  to  his  present  farm, 
near  Broad  Brook,  purchased  in  1898. 

In  politics  yir.  Thompson  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  been  ever  since  the  formation  of  the  party :  in 
rehgion  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  His  life  has 
been  one  of  industry  and  thrift,  as  well  as  of  pur- 
ity, and  should  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  boy 
who  is  situated  as  he  was  when  but  twelve  years 
of  age.  His  early  educational  advantages  were 
meager,  but  with  a  strong  intellect  he  has  seized 
every  available  opportunity  to  improve  himself,  and 
to-day  stands,  as  a  man  and  citizen,  secon.d  to  none 
in  Hartford  county. 

EDWARD  XEWTON  SMITH  is  a  leading 
representative  of  the  business  interests  of  Thomp- 
sonville,  where  for  the  past  eight  years  he  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a  drug  store.  Of  good  executive 
ability  and  sound  judgment,  he  has  w^on  success  by 
his  well-directed,  energetic  efforts,  and  the  pros- 
perity that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly  well  de- 
served. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  Aug.  29,  1855,  in  the 
village  which  is  still  his  home,  a  son  of  John 
Cotton  and  Julia  A.  (Reed)  Smith,  natives  of 
Suffield  and  Winrlsor,  Hartford  county,  respec- 
tively.   The  paternal  grandfather,  Newton  Smith, 


was  -  a  farmer  of  Suflield,  and  also  a  peddler 
of  clocks,  but  the  later  vears  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  Boston,  where  his  tleath  occurred.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather.  Xelsun  Keeil.  was  a  native  of 
Granby.  Ilarlfort!  couutv.  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. John  C.  Smith,  our  subiect's  father,  estab- 
lished the  first  livery  stables  at  Windsor  Locks  and 
Warel'.ouse  Point,  and  one  of  the  first  at  Thontpson- 
ville,  where  he  located  in  1850.  A  few  years  later 
he  retired  from  the  livery  ljusincss  to  devote  his 
entire  attention  to  veterinary  surgerv,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  is  widelv  remembered,  lie  died  in  1891, 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  children:  Marv  C,  now 
r\irs.  J.  P.  I'ownson,  and  Edward  X.,  our  subject. 
]\Irs.  Smith  was  born  in  Windsor,  in  1818,  and 
early  in  the  '30s  located  in  Thompsonville,  where 
she  opened  a  millinery  and  dressmaking  establish- 
ment, engaging  in  active  business  there  until  1884 — - 
a  period  of  over  half  a  century.  When  the  railroad 
was  extended  trom  Hartford  to  Springfield  she 
was  among  the  passengers  on  the  first  train  to  go 
over  the  road.  Eor  fifty  years  she  owned  and  re- 
sided in  the  house  where  her  dcatn  occurred  Dec. 
2,  1894. 

Reared  in  Thompsonville,  Edward  X.  Smith 
pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  •village,  and  later  took  a  course  at  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1876.  During  the  winter  of  1876- 
77  ]NIr.  Smith  attended  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  and  again  during  the  winter  terms  of 
1879-80  and  1880-81,  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  pharmacy  ?^Iarch  10,  1881.  In  1869 
he  began  his  business  life  as  clerk  in  tlie  drug  store 
of  Dr.  L.  H.  Pease,  at  Thompsonville,  remaining 
with  him  two  years,  and  then  accepted  a  similar  po- 
sition with  William  A.  Cam])bell,  for  whom  he 
worked  five  years.  Subsequentlv  he  conducted  the 
same  store  for  X.  'SI.  Pease  for  fourteen  years, 
and  in  1891  purchased  the  store  which  he  has  since 
so  successfully  conducted.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  business  men  of  Thompsonville,  and  a  leader 
in  public  affairs. 

On  Jan.  26,  1893,  ]Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Iiss  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Crossley.  of  Thompsonville,  formerly  of 
Highland.  Socially  he  is  quite  prominent,  being 
a"  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  and  past  master 
of  Doric  Lodge,  X^o.  94.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Thomp- 
sonville. PoHticallv  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  as  a  public-snirited  citizen  he 
is  thoroughly  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  his  town  or  county. 

HOX.  JA^IES  C.  GOURLEY,  the  present  rep- 
resentative from  the  town  of  Windsor  Locks  in 
the  State  Legislature,  is  a  man  whose  talents  and 
energy  have  brought  him  up  from  the  ranks  of  an 
enviable  position  in  business,  political  and  social 
circles,  and  the  following  brief  account  of  his  life 
u-ill  be  of  more  than  usual  interest. 

-Mr.  Gourley  belongs  to  a  race  which  has  pro- 
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diiccd  many  men  of  enterprise  and  ability,  l)oth  his 
jxirents  having-  Iven  natives  of  tlie  North  of  J  re- 
land.  James  Gourley,  his  lather,  was  educated  in 
the  North  of  Irelatul.  and  came  to  America  in  early 
manhood,  locating  lirst  in  Tliomjisonville,  Man- 
ford  Co.,  Coim.,  w  here  he  learned  tlie  trade  of  jack- 
spinning',  at  w  hich  lie  was  employed  for  s^mie  year.s. 
In  1871  he  removed  to  Windsor  Locks  to  lake  a  po- 
sition in  the  mdls  of  the  Me(llic<'tt  Co.,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
resign;  he  died  Dec.  17,  1S9O.  lie  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
issue  of  the  day,  being  a  stanch  Republican  politic- 
ally. He  and  his  estimable  wife.  !\iary  (Chcbtnutj, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Thompsonville,  were 
for  many  years  active  mf-mbers  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  \\'indsor  Locks;  she  died  April  26,  1896. 
They  had  seven  children:  Emma  J.,  wife  of 
Charles  Longden,  of  Bridgeport:  James  C,  whose 
name  opens  tnis  article;  \\"illiam,  Albert,  Samuel, 
Frederick  and  George,  residents  of  W'indsor  Locks. 

James  C.  Gourley  was  born  at  Thompsonville 
April  5,  1862,  and  his  education  was  begun  there, 
but  when  he  was  nine  years  old  the  family  removed 
to  Windsor  Locks.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  en- 
tered upon  his  career  as  a  breadwinner,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  carding-room  of  the  stockmet  mill  at 
Windsor  Locks,  and  from  that  time  his  schooling 
was  restricted  to  three  months  each  year.  In  1S80 
he  began  an  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade 
with  George  P.  Clark,  with  whom  he  remained 
eighteen  years,  being  assistant  foreman  for  five 
years  and  superintendent  seven  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  became  prominent  in  local  politics  as  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  of  his 
town.  In  November,  189S,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  where  his  abilities  have  already  won 
gratifying-  recognition. 

In  September,  1887.  Mr.  Gourley  was  married, 
in  Windsor  Locks,  to  3iliss  ^larv  J.  Steele,  daugh- 
ter of  Louis  Steele,  a  leading  citizen  of  Cromwell, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Irving  J.  and  Nel- 
son A.  Mr.  Gourley  and  his  accomplished  wife  have 
a  prominent  place  in  social  life,  and  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Windsor  Locks,  in  which 
he  w-as  junior  warden  for  three  years,  and  for  four 
years  past  has  served  as  treasurer.  He  also  affil- 
iates with  Euclid  Lodge,  No.  109.  A.  F.  &  A.  I\I., 
Washington  Chapter.  No.  30,  R.  A.  ^NL,  and  Suf- 
field  Council,  at  Suft^.eld.  , 

JASPER  H.  BIDWELL.  for  many  years  a  lead- 
ing business  man  of  Collinsville.  is  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  and  a  public-spirited  citizen,  whose  serv- 
ices in  various  official  positions  are  so  well  appre- 
ciated by  his  fellow  citizens  that  his  nomination  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  has  been  uniformly  endorsed 
bv  the  Republicans.  For  seventeen,  years  past  he 
has  been  town  treasurer,  and  he  served  ten  years 
as  judge  of  probate,  declining  a  renomination  in 
1899. 


The  liidwel!  family  is  well-known  in  Hartford 
county,  and  Col.  Jasper  Bidwell,  our  sul)ject"s  grand- 
father, was  born  within  its  limits,  and  jxAssed  his 
life  as  a  farmer  in  Canton.    He  died  in  1847.  aged 
seventy-eight  vears,  and  his  wife,  Lucy  Richards, 
died  in  i^y.].  when  viver  ninety  years  of  age.  They 
had  two  children:    Sherman  and  Edmund.  Sher- 
man lived  and  died  in  Canton,  but  his  five  chiUlren 
all  settled  elsewhere.    Thomas  Bidwell,  the  grand- 
i  father  of  Col.  Jasper  Bidwell,  came  from  Hartford 
I  and  settled  in  Canton  (then  \\'est  Simsbury)  in 
i  1740,  east  of  Indian  Hill,  the  farm  remaining  with 
the  direct  descendants  until  about  1885. 

Edmund  Bidwell,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  town  of  Canton,  born  in  1799.  He  at- 
tended academies  near  his  home  during  bovhood, 
but  his  desire  for  knowledge  led  him  to  seek  a  more 
liberal  education  by  private  study.  When  about 
thirty-five  years  old  he  married  Charlotte  Dyer, 
daughter  of  Caot.  Zenas  Dyer,  of  Canton  town. 
About  1840  he  located  upon  a  farm  in  East  Granby, 
wdiere  he  died  in  1847,  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years.  His  widow  died  in  1891,  aged  seventy-two. 
They  had  three  children :  A  daughter  who  died 
aged  eighteen  months;  Jasper  H.,  our  subject;  and 
j  Daniel  W.,  a  resident  of  Collinsville. 

Jasper  H.  Bidwell  was  born  Jan.  6,  1843.  i" 
East  Granby,  and  when  four  years  old  accompanied 
his  widow^ed  mother  to  the  town  of  Canton.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  Collinsville,  and  at  four- 
teen went  to  East  Hampton,  ^lass.,  wdiere  he  spent 
three  years  in  Williston  Seminary,  graduating  in 
i860:  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
2d  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  three  months,  being  stationed 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  during  this  brief  term 
of  service  he  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  In  August,  1862,  he  re-enlisted,  in  Company 
E,  1 6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  as  company  clerk,  and  soon 
afterward  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Washing- 
ton to  join  the  forces  under  McClellan.  At  the 
battle  of  Antietam  he  w-as  struck  on  the  right  shoul- 
der by  a  piece  of  shell  w-hich  burst  over  his  head, 
the  missile  penetrating  several  folds  of  his  blanket, 
rolled  with  his  overcoat.  At  the  imie  he  was  climb- 
ing over  a  w-all.  and  the  shock  injured  his  back 
and  shoulder  seriously^  but  he  managed  to  keep  up 
with  his  comrades  until  night.  On  examination 
his  right  arm  was  found  to  be  paralyzed,  and  Col. 
Beach  appointed  him  his  orderly  for  the  remainder 
of  the  engagement,  his  duty  being  to  carrv  mes- 
sages on  horseback.  After  the  battle  he  was  sent 
■  to  a  hospital,  and  while  there  he  assisted  in  caring 
for  his  captain,  Babcock,  of  Collinsville.  who  had 
been  shot  through  the  neck.  He  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment, but  after  a  time  was  taken  sick,  and  while  on 
the  march  was  left  at  the  home  of  James  Brown, 
near  Snicker's  Gap,  Va.,  where  he  remained  six 
weeks.  The  family  sympathized  w-ith  the  Southern 
cause,  but  the  sick  soldier  won  their  good-will,  and 
when  "Mosby's  Guerrillas"  w-ere  reported  near  they 
took  him  to  the  house  of  a  relative,  in  a  more  se- 
cluded place.  When  able  to  return  North  he  was 
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gaiidcd  one  nig;ht  by  a  young-  daughter  of  tlie  fam- 
ily to  r>ernn.  tlie  journey  henig  inai_le  on  luir,>ci)aek. 
lie  niatle  liinisclf  kuinvn  to  the  provost  marshal. and 
was  sent  to  a  convaleseent  camj)  near  Alexandria, 
but  did  not  regairi  his  health  sufiieiently  to  ju>tifv 
hiai  in  rejoining  his  regiment,  and  in  I'ehruary, 
1863,  lie  was  disehargcd. 

Mr.  Cidwell  returned  home  weighing  but  one 
hundred  pounds,  but  gradually  recuperated  his 
strength,  and  for  several  years  he  was  employed  in 
the  ofhee  of  the  Adams  Express  Co.  at  Xorwieh. 
He  then  spent  two  years  in  the  oil  region  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  connected  with  O.  B.  Miller  and  Simeon 
Leland.  of  "Metropolitan  Hotel"  fame,  owning  a 
pateiit  for  drilling  wells  with  tubing.  For  one  year 
following  he  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
with  his  brother  at  Collinsville,  and  the  next  four 
years  he  spent  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Collins 
Companv.  In  1873  he  entered  the  H.  S.  Collins 
bank,  and  in  1SS5  he  became  a  partner  in  the  bank 
of  H.  S.  Collins  &  Co.,  and  continued  in  the  general 
banking  business  until  r^Iay  10,  1S99,  the  firm  be- 
ing then  succeeded  by  the  Canton  Trust  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  president.  The  building  in  which  the 
bank  is  situated  belongs  to  the  Collinsville  Savings 
Society,  and  the  new  firm  is  composed  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town,  }vlr.  Collins  withdrawing  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age. 

Although  Judge  Bidwell  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  he  is  not  a  blind  follower,  and 
in  1896  cast  his  vote  for  sound  money.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his 
family  are  highly  esteemed  sociallv.  In  October, 
1874,  he  was  married,  in  Canton,  to  }diss  Corinne 
Beckwith,  daughter  of  Oliver  Beckwith,  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Canton.  Thev  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  Mrs.  Bidwell "s  nephew,  Oliver 
R.  Beckwith,  now  a  young  man  of  twenty-three, 
and  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Bar,  was  reared  by 
them  as  their  son  from  the  age  of  two  years. 

EDWIX  DWIGHT  FARXHA:^!.  Tlie  ex- 
tensive cultivation  of  tobacco  in  South  Windsor, 
beginning  about  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  brought 
large  financial  returns  to  the  growers  and  created  a 
demand  for  skillful  buyers  and  packers.  One  of  the 
young  men,  a  native  of  the  place,  experienced  in  the 
growth  of  the  plant,  perceived  the  opportunity, 
seized  it,  and  has  become  one  of  the  best-known  to- 
bacco buyers  and  packers  in  the  State. 

Edwin  Dwight  Farnham  was  born  in  the  town 
of  East  Hartford  Jan.  22,  1844,  in  the  house  on 
North  iNIain  street  now  occupied  by  John  H.  Burn- 
ham.  The  Farnham  family  is  of  English  extrac- 
tion, coming  from  the  county  of  Surrey,  where 
there  is  a  town  named  Farnham,  now  the  scat  of 
the  Bishop  of  \\'inchester.  Our  subject's  line  of 
descent  is  traced  back  to  Ralph  Farnham,  a  native 
of  England,  who  with  his  wife,  Alice,  and  three 
children  sailed  from  Southampton,  England.  April 
6,  1635,  in  the  brig  "James,"  and  landed  in  Boston 
June  3.    His  son,  Ralph  (2),  born  in  England  in 


I  1(133.  married  Eli/abelh,  daughter  of  Xicholas  Holt, 
I  of  -\ndovcr,  .Mass.  Tlieir  second  child.  Ralph  (^3), 
I  born  June  I,  lOOj,  marricil,  un  L)ct.  9,  1(185,  Sarah 
^  Sterling.  Their  seventh  child.  Xathaniel,  hovw  Julv 
:  -5-  ^^Vb-  "i;irried  Hannah  Freston.  and  luid  eleven 
I  children,  of  whom  Jeremiah,  the  eiginh  in  the  fam- 
I  ily.  was  our  subject's  great-grandfather.  In  1774 
j  he  married  Lucy  Durkee,  and  their  son,  Rutus,  born 
I  iiiarried,  in  1801,  Betsey  Grover. 

On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Farnliam  is  descended 
from  Elder  John  Strong,  who  was  born  in  Taunton, 
England,  and  formed  one  of  the  Warliani  com- 
pany, who  in  -1630  settled  Dorchester,  Mass.  He 
brought  a  wife  and  family,  but  ihev  died  shortly 
after  the  arrival  in  the  Xev.-  World,  and  in  1O30  he 
married  Abigail,  daughter  of  John  Ford.  He  set- 
tled in  Windsor,  Conn.,  about  1645.  Elder  Strong's 
son.  Return  Strong,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Warliam,  who  was  one  of  the  partv  that 
went  overland  from  Dorchester  to  Windsor,  being- 
among  the  first  settlers  in  the  latter  place.  Return 
Strong's  son.  Samuel,  married  ]\Iartha  Buckland, 
and  their  son,  Samuel,  Jr.,  married  IMartha  Stougli- 
i  ton.  Their  son,  Alexander,  married  Abigail  Rice, 
j  and  their  daughter,  Flannah,  married  Thomas  Snell, 

who  was  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather. 
I       Augustus  Farnham  was  born  Feb.  11,  1816,  in 
Ashford,  Conn.,  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  on  Xov.  28,  1838,  married  INIiss  Persis  Strong 
Snell.    About  1839  they  moved  to  East  Hartford, 
where  their  children,  seven  sons,  were  born,  as  fol- 
lows: Edward  Augustus,  Edwin  Dwight,  Edgar 
Augustus,  jMarcus  Albert,  Andrew  Ellery  and  Alvin 
Elliott  (twins),  and  Charles  Fremont.     All  but 
Dwight,  Edgar  and  Ellery  died  in  infancy.  The 
j  father  was  a  carpenter  by  occupation.    On  locat- 
I  ing  in  East  Hartford  he  associated  himself  in  busi- 
j  ness  with  the  late  Sylvester  G.  Farnham,  a  distant 
j  relative,  and  later  he  went  into  business  for  himself. 

He  first  lived  on  Governor  street,  but  in  a  short 
I  time  moved  to  the  house  now  owned  by  John  FI. 
Burnham,  which  he  bought,  in  1841,  of  Abner  M., 
Eleazer  and  three  other  Burnhams.  All  but  the 
eldest  of  the  seven  boys  were  born  in  this  house. 
Augustus  Farnham  moved  to  South  Windsor  in 
I  1858. 

i       The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained 
[  in  the  Xorth  District  schoo'  and  the  East  Hartford 
j  Academy.    Of  the  latter  institution  J.  O.  Hurlburt, 
j  well  remembered  by  many  old  residents,  was  princi- 
pal.   Mr.  Farnham  also  attended  Salmon  Phelps' 
private  school,  and  later  the  South  Windsor  high 
school  and  the  East  Windsor    Hill  preparatory 
school.    On  Aug.  22,  1862,  he  enlisted  for  one  year 
in  Company  G,  25th  Conn.  V.  L,  Col.  George  .  5*. 
Bissell,  Capt.  Charles  FL  Tallcott,  of  Glastonbury, 
being  in  command  of  his  company.    In  August. 
1863,  Air.  Farnham  was  mustered  out  with  his  regi- 
ment.   He  had  served  in  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks'  19th 
Army  Corps,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

In  July,  1S63,  while  our  subject  was  still  in  serv- 
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ico,  his  father  died.    Returning  vo  South  Windsor,  i 
Dwiglit  look  cliarge  of  tlie  farm,  tliongh  he  was  but 
ninereen  \ears  old.    Tobacco  he  made  his  principal  i 
crop,  and'  for  some  ycari;  il:e  prices  were  very  high.  ■ 
In  iSjb  Mr.  l"arnham  beg;m  to  p^ack  tobacco,  bnymg  \ 
on  his  own  account  and  selHng  again.    He  let  out  ; 
his  farm  on  shares,  and  wera  out  on  the  road  to  j 
sell  leaf  tobacco.    His  purchases  have  been  very 
carefullv  chosen,  and  have  gone  to  maiuifacturers 
from"  his  warehouse,    hi  his  business  Mr.  Farnham  j 
has  prospered.    He  has  customers  of  twenty  years 
standing,  who  rely  exclusively  upon  his  judgment  i 
and  information.  '  He  has  the  reputation  among  j 
the  leaf  tobacco  trade  of  handling  a  fine  line  of  j 
goods. 

Mr.  Farnham  is  an  attendant  of  St.  John's 
Church, of  East  Hartford.  He  belongs  to  D.  C.  Rod- 
man Post,  Xo.  65,  G.  A.  R. ;  is  also  a  member  of  j 
Evergreen  Lodge,  Xo.  114,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Pathagoras 
Chapter,  Xo.  17,  R.  A.  :\L ;  Wolcott  Council,  Xo. 
i;  and  \\'ashington  Commander}',  Xo.  i,  K.  T.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  For  six  years  he  was 
an  assessor,  and  for  eight  years  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  school  board.  2\Ir.  Farnham  is  inter- 
ested in  aboriginal  history,  and  has  a  fine  collection 
of  Indian  relics.  In  an  amateur  way  he  is  fond  of 
the  study  of  entomology  and  other  branches  of 
natural  history.  He  is  a  close  student,  and  upon  a 
wide  range  of  subjects  is  a  well-read  man.  He 
possesses  a  large  and  well-selected  library,  and  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  its  contents. 

Mr.  Farnham  has  been  twice  married.  By  his 
first  wife,  ^^.lartha  J.  Ellsworth,  daughter  of  Rufus  j 
Abbey,  he  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  1 
infancy.  The  third,  V.'allace  S.,  is  now  a  student  j 
at  Columbia  Law  School.  Plis  present  wife  was 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Tudor,  a  native  of  South  Windsor,  \ 
whom  he  married' in  1894.  'Mv.  Farnham  owns  a  j 
highly-improved  farm  pi  forty-two  acres,  which  i 
he  superintends,  giving  most  of  .  his  attention  to  j 
tobacco  raising,  in  connection  with  his  other  busi-  j 
ness.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pro-  j 
gressive  men  of  the  town.  His  intimate  and  lead-  | 
ing  connection  for  a  scure  of  years  with  the  prin-  j 
cipal  industry  of  South  Windsor  has  made  him  an  | 
influential  factor  in  its  development  and  prosperity.  ! 
Prominent  alike  in  social,  public  and  business  af-  i 
fairs,  and  with  a  taste  alike  for  the  lore  of  the  past  j 
and  for  the  latest  discoveries  in  science,  he  is  a  citi-  ] 
zen  at  once  prominent  and  useful,  filling  with  credit  ; 
to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  o'.hers  the  multi-  i 
form  duties  and  obligations  imposed  upon  those  i 
whom  talent  and  industry  have  placed  in  positions  ' 
of  responsibility  and  trust. 

ASHBEL  CO:\IFORT  HAR:\I0X.  The  Har- 
mon family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  and 
the  well-known  citizen  of  Suffield  whose  biographv 
is  here  presented  traces  his  descent  from  the  first 
settlers  of  that  town.  While  the  family  is  now 
scattered  widely,  being  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
63 


I'nion,  it  is  still  numerously  reiMcsentcd  in  Hart- 
ford couniv.  and  its  members  ha\c  always  been 
characterized  by  sterling  personal  worth  as  cuizens, 
their  thrift  and 'enterpri>e  in  private  life  contributing 
to  the  wealth  of  the  c.-Munumity,  and  their  patriotism 
and  courage  being  proved  by  gallant  service  in  the 
field  in  time  of  wai . 

The  family  originated  in  England,  and  about 
1636  three  men  of  the  name  came  to  Boston.  For 
a  t'ime  all  resided  in  the  village  of  Roxbury,  Mass., 
but  later  one  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  another  to 
Maine,  while  John  Harmon,  the  direct  ancestor  of 
our  subject,  located  in  1640  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
with  his  family,  bcmg  one  of  the  first  settlers  there. 
This  well-known  pioneer  was  born  in  England  iii 
1611,  antl  died  iri  Springfield  in  1661.  Ten  of_  his 
descendants  in  the  third  and  fourth  generations 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  three  going  from 
Suftield. 

{11)  Xathaniel  Harmon,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was 
born  in  Springiield,  Mass.,  March  13,  1053,  and 
died  at  Suffield  ^lay  2,  1712.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Skinner.  He  and  his  brother,  Joseph,  became  in- 
terested in  trading  with  the  Indians,  and  for  manv 
vears  were  the  principal  partners  of  that  noted 
trader.  Col.  Pynchon,  the  original  proprietor  of  the 
site  of  Springfield.  In  1670  Xathaniel  located  at 
Suffield,  then  Southfield,  which  remained  a  part  of 
Flampshire  county,  Mass.,  until  1749.  They  had 
routes  througn  the  forest  in  all  directions,  and  col- 
lected large  quantities  of  fur,  their  sheds  in  Suffield 
being  always  covered  with  skins  stretched  for  dry- 
ing. Their  land  lay  near  the  brook  west  of  the  \-il- 
lage,  and  they  also  bought  land  at  Warehouse  Point, 
where  they  established  a  storage  place  for  furs. 

(III)  X'atnaniel  Flarmon,  son  of  Xathaniel,  and 
next  in  the  line  of  descent,  was  born  July  30,  1695, 
and  died  Feb.  10,  1774.  He  married,  first,  Sarah 
Smith,  who  was  born  Oct.  7,  1G94,  and  by  this  mar- 
riage he  had  one  child,  Phineas.  By  his  second 
wife,  Flannah  ^liller,  he  had  five  children. 

(IV)  Phineas  Harmon,  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, was  born  June  4,  1720,  and  died  May 
31,  1802.  On  3.1av  17,  1744,  he  was  married,  in 
Suffield.  to  Hannah  Barber,  a  native  of  Spring- 
field, 2>.Iass.,  born  Dec.  8.  1720,  who  died  in  Suf- 
field. On  Feb.  11,  1749,  he  married  Dorcas  Hast- 
ings, who  was  born  in  Suftield  June  14,  1731,  and 
died  Xov.  14,  1816.  By  his  first  marriage  lie  had 
three  children :  Elijah  and  Elisha,  both  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  and  Elijah  (2),  who  died  Xov. 
13,  ^776,  in  \\'estfield,  3.1ass.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  eleven  children,  whose  names  with 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows :  Flannah,  Oct.  5,  1750  ; 
Ezckiel,  April  17,  1752;  Gad,  Jan.  20,  1754;  Gains, 
Jan.  25,  1756;  Hannah,  June  25,  1758;  Xathaniel, 
May  31,  1760:  Thaddeus,  March  11,  1762;  Fleulah, 
]March  23,  1764;  Phineas,  April  22,  1766;  Paul. 
April  22,  176S;  and  Elisha,  April  28,  1770. 

(V)  Paul  Harmon,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years,  his 
death  occurring  Xov.  13.  1852.  He  was  a' tall,  slim 
man,  and  was  a  successful  farmer  in  Suffield.  He 
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purcliasoil  tlio  farm  on  which  vwv  s-.ihjcct  was  h.^rji, 
i>oiiig'  the  hrsi  IhiniiiMi  to  own  it.  anil  his  remaining- 
years  were  spent  there.  Politicallv  he  at'iiliated  with 
the  \\  hie:  iiarty,  in  whieli  his  souiul  jin'.^nient  and 
h!i;h  character  inailo  him  a  xahied  worker.  l!is 
tirst  wife,  lumice  Remin_i;ton.  who  was  horr,  Ma\' 
15.  1774.  ched  SejU.  15.  1S17,  and  the  reirains  of 
both  now  rest  in  the  cemeterv  in  West  Sr.fheM.  His 
second  wife  was  l^oUy  (llolton)  I'arsons.  and  after 
her  death  he  married  Charitv  (  Thelon  )  I  'hielps. 
By  his  hrst  marriage  he  liad  twelve  children:  (  i  ) 
Jnlius.  horn  Sept.  1(1,  1704.  died  \ov.  iS.  i7():;.  (2^ 
Julia,  horn  Aug-.  13,  i7gt''i.  died  ]-\'h.  10.  179S.  ( ■{') 
Zenas.  born  Xi^v.  4,  i7o>^.  niurried  Julia  Kent,  and 
died  Feb.  4,  18^7,  in  W  arren.  \'t.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  his  son.  William  P.,  now  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  \'ermont.  (4)  Julia,  horn  lulv  31, 
iSoo.  married  Frederick  Gillett  Xov.  7.  1S19.  and 
died  in  Granville.  Mass..  Dec.  17.  1S35.  He  after- 
ward married  Xaomi  Linker,  and  his  death  occurred 
in  Westrteld,  Ma>s.,  Ang.  30.  1S65.  (5)  Phineas, 
Jborn  Xov.  7.  1S02,  married  Hilary  Grosvenor,  and 
tiled  Jan.  31,  1833,  in  Suffield,  where  lie  was  engaged 
in  farming-.  (6)  Paul,  born  Xov.  14,  1S04,  was  i-nar- 
jicd  (first)  to  Abigail  Gillett,  (second)  to  Lucinda 
H.  Sterns,  and  third)  to  Sarah  L.  Phillips.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer;  he  died 
Kov.  23,  1S83,  in  Omaha,  Xeb.  (  7 )  A  child  born  in 
1806  died  the  sanie  year.  (8)  Eunice  L.,  born  Jan. 
17,  1809,  married  Zopher  St.  John,  of  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  who  died  Peb.  20,  1872.  She  survived  him 
and  died  Jan.  5,  1899,  at  Simsbury.    (9)  .Martha 

born  X'ov.  29,  18 10,  married  Thomas  Gillett, 
-wbo  died  in  Suffield  Oct.  18,  18S0,  and  her  death 
occurred  April  7,  1887,  in  the  same  town.  (10) 
Chloe,  born  Oct.  28,  18 12,  married  John  Talbott, 
and  died  in  Centreville,  iMich.,  in  1837.  (11)  Han- 
nah M.,  born  July  3,  1814,  married  Lucius  A.  Cut- 
ler, and  died  in  Paterson,  X.  J..  Aug.  22,  1840. 
(12)  Julius  (2),  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned 
more  fullv  below.  By  his  second  w-ife  Paul  Harmon 
had  one  son,  James,  born  July  2,  1821,  now  a  re- 
tired farmer  at  East  Warren,  \'ermont. 

(VI)  Julius  Harmon,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Aug.  17,  1817,  on  the  homestead  purchased  by 
Paul  Flarmon.  His  educational  opportunities  were 
meager,  but  as  he  was  always  fond  of  reading  he 
became  well  informed,  especially  in  science  and  his- 
tory. In  mathematics  he  showed  unusual  aptitude 
from  childhood,  and  he  learned  algebra  without  a 
teacher.  His  excellent  memory  enabled  him  to  re- 
tain any  knowledge  once  gained,  making  his  con- 
versatioi-i  most  interesting  and  instructive,  and  few 
■men  in  the  locality  had  as  manv  friends  as  he.  As 
a  young  man  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  while  heljMng  to  build  the  Congregational 
■church  at  West  Sutfield  he  was  crippled  for  life. 
By  some  mistake  the  scaffolding  was  removed  from 
the  belfrv  before  the  tools  were  l,rought  down,  and, 
as  no  other  w-ay  of  recovering  then  could  be  de- 
mised, the  foreman  asked  for  a  volunteer  who  would 
climb  up  on  a  rope  and  get  them.    Mr.  Harmon, 


then  aboiU  twenty  years  old.  offered  to  make  the 
attempt,  but  the  support  of  ih.e  rope  broke  and  he 
fell,  injuring  his  spine  so  much  that  both  Inver 
linibs  uitliered.  leaving  tl.eni  w  ithout  a  j  article  ci 
strength.  His  arms  were  strong,  however,  and  he 
managed  to  go  choiu  freely  in  a  three-wheeled  car- 
riage, being-  a  frei|uenl  and  w  elcoi-ne  caller  at  the 
homes  <ji  liis  frienil>:  He  took  great  interest  in  pol- 
itics, heing  a  stanch  Repulilican,  but,  owing  to  his 
physical  disabilities,  never  held  office  notwithstand- 
ing his  popularity.  He  always  resided  at  ih.e  home- 
stead, v.h.ere  he  died  (  'ct.  o.  1870,  ar.d  his  remains 
are  interred  in  West  Suftield.  At  the  time  of  his 
accident  he  was  engaged  to  .Miss  Caroline  IL  Lane, 
of  Suftield,  a  most  c^t!nlal)Ie  young  lad\-,  and  when 
he  learned  that  he  was  to  be  crippled  permanently 
he  offered  to  release  her,  but  she  nobly  declared  her 
w-isli  to  share  his  lot,  and  they  were  married  soon 
afterward,  in  1838.  As  his  father  was  then  an  old 
man,  he  began  h.ousekeeping  at  the  farm,  and,  al- 
though it  was  in  poiir  condition,  he  brought  it  to 
a  higiily  productive  state,  and  made  a  handsome  in- 
come from  it  in  later  years.  In  ibis  work  his  wife 
w-as  an  efficient  helper,  bearing  much  of  the  responsi- 
bility, but  in  spite  of  her  years  of  hard  work  she  is 
well-preserved  and  enjoys  excellent  health.  She 
now-  (  1900)  resides  at  Cedar  Bluff's,  Xeb.,  with  her 
son,  William  J.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  hav- 
ing been  born  .Marcli  7,  18 17.  Her  parents,  Ashbel 
and  Ann  (Stocking)  Lane,  w-ere  well-known  resi- 
dents of  Suffield,  and  her  family  has  long  been  prom- 
inent in  that  locality.  Of  their  four  children,  all 
lived  to  adult  age.  and  their  strict  and  careful  home 
training  fitted  them  for  honorable  positions  in  life. 
Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  Ciuartette,  w-ill  be  men- 
tioned belov.-.  (2)  Adelaide  Eunice,  born  Aug. 
26,  1846,  married  John  Lewis,  and  died  in  Oak 
Park.  Ill,  April  21.  1S81.  ^Mr.  Lew-is  is  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Chicago,  having  written  several  books 
on  law.  and  he  now  resides- at  Oak  Park.  111.,  near 
Chicago.  (3)  William  J.,  born  June  30.  1849,  '-'^s 
a  large  farm  in  Cedar  Bluffs,  Xeb.,  and  is  a  very 
successful  farmer.  As  a  boy  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  in  Suffield  with  George  Crane,  and  also 
became  proficient  as  a  surveyor,  being  employed  at 
one  time  by  the  government  to  make  surveys  in 
diff'erent  parts  of  the  West.  (4)  Franklin  S.,  born 
Oct.  13,  1853,  is  a  carpenter  of  C)maha,  Xebraska. 

(\'II)  Ashbel  C.  Harmon  was  born  March  6, 
1841,  and  began  his  etlucation  in  the  Sheldon  street 
school,  in  Suffield,  ]\Iiss  Caroline  Rose,  Miss  Pin- 
i  ney  and  Benjamin  Hathaway  being  among  his  early 
teachers.  Later  he  attended  a  select  school  in  Suf- 
field. taught  by  Palmer  Gallup,  and  spent  three  terms 
at  the  Comiecticut  Literary  Institute.  He  has  never 
been  afraitl  of  w-ork.  and  in  his  boyhood  he  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  to  his.  parents.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  on  his  own  account  for  some  tin^e 
after  his  marriage,  and  then  ren-ioved  to  the  village 
of  Sufiield.  where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business, 
but  in  18^/)  he  Ixnight  the  original  tract  of  land 
owned  by  Xathaniel  and  Joseph  Harmon,  at  Suf- 
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licUl.  Since  llial  date  lie  has  I'con  intcrc^trd  in  aQ-  j 
riciilturo,  and  in  iS —  \w  purclia^cd  ar.oUicr  farm  in  | 
SiiflicKl,  Inn  in  1884'  an  accident  C(MU])cllcd  him  to  ; 
<dvo  up  acti\c  work.  lie  [X")?scsso>  tlv^  confidence  i 
\  t  his  leliow  citizens  to  a  rare  de>;'ree.  init,  aUliough  | 
l;e  is  a  stronci;  Repuhlican.  he  has  never  cared  to  | 
enter  the  race  for  otVicial  honors.  duties  as  a  | 

citizen  are  never  sliirked,  however,  and  in  18S4  he 
sat  on  the  tirst  jurv  ever  called  in  the  new  court 
liouse  at  Hartford.  His  military  record  is  an  hon- 
orable one,  beginnini;  with  hi--  enlistment,  Aug-.  25. 
i86j,  in  Company  G,  J2d  Conn.  \'.  I.,  as  a  private. 
He  remained  in  the  service  nearly  a  year,  being 
never  absent  from  duty  except  one  niglit  when  he 
was  ill  from  the  efi'ects  of  im]iroper  rations.  The  | 
regiment  was  mustered  into  service  at  Hartford  j 
Se'pt.  20,  1802,  and  C)ct.  2.  1862,  they  left  Hart- 
ford on  a  steamer  for  Xew  York  City,  where  they 
took  a  train  for  Washington.  Their  winter  quarters 
^vere  at  Miner's  Hill,  near  Falls  Church,  \'a.  (eight 
miles  from  Washington),  and  early  in  February, 
1863,  they  were  ordered  to  Hunter"s  Cha])el.  near 
Arlington,  to  assist  in  constructing  fortifications 
on  the  farm  of  Gen.  Robert  Lee,  overlooking  the 
capitol  and  guarding  Long  Bridge.  On  April  i 
they  embarked  on  a  steamer  at  Alexandria  for  Xor- 
folk,  \'a.,  and  later  they  went  to  Suffolk  by  rail. 
They  participated  under  Gens.  Getty  and  Gordon, 
Gen.  Peck  being  in  supreme  command,  in  the  de-  i 
fense  of  Suffolk,  during  Longstreet's  siege,  support-  ! 
ing  the  Sth  and  21st  Connecticut  Regiments  and 
a  Michigan  battery,  and»for  weeks  were  compelled 
to  stand  ""under  arms"  for  two  hours  before  day- 
break each  morning,  expecting  an  attack.  The 
siege  was  raised  May  3,  1863,  and  the  regiment 
transported  to  West  i^oint,  on  Vork  river,  where 
they  arrived  at  night.  Entrenchments  were  hastily 
thrown  up  in  anticipation  of  a  night  attack,  but  j 
after  three  weeks  of  occupation  the  post  was  aban- 
doned and  the  entire  force  taken  to  Yorktown 
Plains,  where  it  was  encamped  directly  in  front  of 
McClellan's  massive  entrenchments  and  in  sight  of 
the  old  Rebel  rifle-pits,  and  near  the  scene  of  Corn- 
wallis'  surrender  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
On  June  9  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  advance 
on  Richmond,  marching  by  way  of  Williamsburg 
and  the  Chickahominy  river  to  Diascum  Bridge  j 
and  Chickahominy  Church.  They  were  afterward  | 
joined  by  the  force  of  Gen.  Dix,  which  moved  by  | 
way  of  the  York  river,  the  whole  expedition  being 
known  in  historv  as  the  '"Blackberry  Raid."  Re- 
turning to  Yorktown.  the  22d  Regiment  embarked 
June  26  by  steamer  for  home,  arriving  at  Hartford 
June  29,  and  were  mustered  out  July  7,  1863,  but 
the  hardshi;)s  and  exposure  of  camp  life  had  so  in- 
jured our  subject's  health  that  he  was  ill  for  more  I 
than  eighteen  months  from  malaria.  He  has  never 
lost  his  interest  in  military  matters,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  Samuel  Brown  Post,  Xo.  5''),  G.  A.  R., 
at  Thompsonville,  and  secretarv  and  treasurer  of 
the  Veterans  Association  of  Sufffeld. 

On  Oct.  7,  1868,  Mr.  Harmon  married  ]\Iiss 
Sarah  J.  Fuller,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Cordelia 


(Snu'lh)  h'uller,  prominent  residents  of  SuilV.id, 
of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere.  She 
was  an  amiable  and  accomjilished  we)man,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Lonservalory  of  .Mu^ic  al  Salem,  Conn., 
and  for  some  \ears  was  organist  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  SutUeld.  She  died  Dec.  1,  1871, 
antl  -Mr.  Harmon  marrietl  her  sister.  Miss  Carolme 
R.  Fuller,  who  nas  been  a  most  efficient  helijmeet. 
Her  earlv  education  was  secured  in  the  schools  of 
Suftield  and  at  \\  esifield,  Mass.,  and  before  she 
reached  tlie  age  of  eighteen  she  taught  successfully 
at  Mittineague.  Mass..  where  her  father  was  then 
interested  in  founding  the  town.  Afterward  she 
was  emploved'in  tlie  graded  schools  of  Sufneld  and 
Thompsonville,  tins  county.  Mr.  Harmon  served 
as  secretarv  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  on 
the  society's  committee,  while  for  eight  years  he  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Suiulay-school. 

ALBERT  R.  WELLS,  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  prosperous  general  mcrch.ant  of  Bloomfield, 
is  a  naiive  of  Pepin,  Wis.,  born  June  15.  1S56,  and 
is  a  son  of  Eastern-born  parents. 

Isaac  Xevv  ton  \\'ells,  father  of  Albert  R.,  was 
born  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1830,  a  son  of  Ros- 
siter  ■  Wells,  also  a  native  of  Weth.ersfield,  and  a 
lifelong  farmer  by  vocation.  Isaac  X.  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  was  reared  an  agriculturist.  To  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Kate  Butler  were  born  two  children,  'oe- 
sides  Albert  R.,  to-wit :  Frank  Xewton.  of  Xew 
Britain;  and  Carrie  S..  married  to  E.  T.  Griswold, 
of  Blcomlield.  In  1854  Isaac  X.  Wells  removed 
from  Connecticut  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  thence  to 
Pepin,  Wis.,  and  while  in  the  West  was  engaged 
in  the  tinsmith  business.  On  his  return  to  Con- 
necticut, in  1868,  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  for 
thirty  years  followed  this  calling  at  Bloomfield 
with  unvarying  success.  In  politics  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, Mr.  Wells  Has  served  his  fellow  citizens  two 
or  three  terms  as  selectman  and  assessor  as  well  as 
on  board  of  relief  of  Bloo.mfield,  and  filled  the  office 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In  this 
tow^n  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bereft  of  his  be- 
loved wife  in  1876.  and  he  later  removed  to  South- 
ington,  wdiere  he  now  resides,  and  is  the  treasurer 
of  the  Beacon  &  Corbin  [Manufacturing  Co.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M..  and  as 
a  citizen  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  who  are  favored 
with  his  acquaintance. 

Albert  R.  Wells,  the  subject  proper  of  this  bi- 
ographical notice,  attended  school  at  Pepin,  Wis., 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  later  attending  school  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  two  years,  and  also  a  school 
at  Blrjomfield,  during  the  winter  season  ,  in  each 
case,  while  his  summers  were  passed  in  aiding  his 
father  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  nineteen  vears 
old.  He  then  began  his  business  life  as  a  driv,>r  of 
a  seed  wagon  through  the  States  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire and  \'ermont,  for  Comstock  &  I-'erry,  of  Weth- 
ersfield, Conn.;  later  he  drove  through  Delaware 
and  Maryland. 

In  1878  Mr.  Wells  also  engaged  in  the  flour. 
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prain  ami  icctl  business,  and  erected  a  mill  at  lilooni- 
lieM.  and  this  trade  he  successfully  carried  on  alone 
sixteen  vears,  ov  until  in  1S04,  when  he  associated 
hunselt  wuli  Wallace  L.  JXan,  and  under  the  hrni 
name  of  Wells  is:  ])i.an  bought  the  general  store  of 
C.  D.  Strictland,  which,  in  conection  with  the  mill, 
they  operated  su  successfully  that  in  January,  189S, 
Mr.  Wells  leased  the  null  to  the  Daniels  -Mill  Lo. 
for  the  term  of  live  years,  and  the  firm  have  since 
confined  themselves  to  merchandismg — handling 
coal,  llour  and  feed,  in  addition  to  the  usual  variety 
of  merchandise  carried  in  first-class  general  stores. 
Through  their  atTability  and  desire  to  please  their 
patrons,  and  their  strict  integrity,  they  succeeded  in 
gaining  tlie  most  prosperous  trade  of  the  town. 

On  2\Iarch  19,  1878,  at  Bloomfield,  Mr.  Wells 
uas  united  in  marriage  with  ^vliss  Estelle  F.  Gillette, 
a  daughter  of  Amos  H.  Gillette,  but  this  lady  was 
luitimely  called  away  by  death,  Dec.  17,  1895.  To 
the  marriage  came  three  children :  Albert  G.,  born 
Aug.  10,  1J:;82,  died  April  13,  18S3 ;  Ethel  K.,  born 
July  19,  1S84;  and  Xina  E.,  born  Dec.  19,  18S7.  On 
Sept.  1,  1897,  ]Mr.  Wells  was  happily  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  li.  Coburn,  of  Carlstadt,  New  Jersey. 

In  politics  }*lr.  Wells  is  a  Republican.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1896,  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  being  the  first 
Republican  elected  to  that  office  in  Bloomfield,  as 
the  Democrats  led  by  a  majority  of  from  eighty  to 
one  hundred.  On  Oct.  31,  1S97,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Bloomfield.  and  efficiently  filled  that 
office  till  his  removal  to  Southington,  July  i,  1899, 
when  he  resigned,  also  the  office  of  town  clerk,  and 
accepted  a  position  as  assistant  secretary  and  travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  Beaton  &  Corbin  ISlig.  Co. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Wells  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry and  of  the  F.  &  A.  2\I.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  and  it  may  be  added  no  man  in 
Bloomfield  was  held  in  higher  esteem  than  Albert  R. 
Wells. 

H.  S.  FRYE,  president  of  the  Xew  England 
Tobacco  Growers  Association,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  inlluential  citizens  of  Poquonock,  was 
born  in  Winsted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Dec.  23, 
1844,  a  son  of  Artemas  and  ]Mary  E.  (Johnson) 
Frj'e.  The  family  was  founded  in  the  X'ew  World 
during  Colonial  davs  bv  two  brothers,  one  of  whom 
settled  in  ^Massachusetts,  the  other  in  Elaine,  and  it 
is  from  the  former  that  our  subject  is  descended. 
Senator  Frye,  of  Zvlaine,  belongs  to  the  same  branch. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  lived  in  Andover,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  when  over  ninety  years  of  age.  His  wife 
died  at  about  the  same  age,  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Artemas. 

Artemas  Frye  was  born  in  Andover.  ^Iass.,and  at 
an  early  age  commenced  life  for  himself  empty-hand- 
ed. W'ith  his  father  he  learned  the  tanner's  and  cur- 
rier's trade,  and  also  learned  scythe  making,  which 
he  followed  when  a  young  man  in  W'insted,  Conn. 
In  later  vears  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  W^in- 


sted  Manufacturing  Co.,  an.d  in  the  spring  of  1865 
removed  to  Rainbow,  where  he-engaged  in  farming 
and  raising"  tobacco  for  several  years,  but  finally 
returnedl  U)  Winstcdi  :  in  1874  he  became  a  resident 
of  Boquouock,  where  he  l.iougiit,  from  the  e>tate 
of  George  lUanchard,  the  farm  that  our  subject 
now  owns.  lie  died  t'lere  v\  tiie  fall  of  1897,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Litchfield  comity. 
Conn.,  passed  away  in  1888.  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Poquonock  cemetery.  To  them 
were  born  two  children:  George,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  II.  S.,  the  sul;)jcct  of  this  review.  Po- 
litically he  wa?  first  a  Whig,  but  later  he  refused 
to  support  that  ])arty,  as  he  was  a  strong  Abolition- 
ist, and  it  had  no  Abolition  plank  in  its  platform. 
He  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization, 
and  always  advocated  a  protective  tarill".  He  was 
the  youngest  in  the  family,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional privileges  were  limited,  as  during  his  child- 
hood, his  father,  who  had  once  been  cjuite  wealthy, 
had  lost  most  of  his  property ;  he  was,  however,  a 
great  reader,  and  became  a  well-informed  man. 

FI.  S.  Frye  attended  the  common  schools  near  his 
boyhood  home,  and  later  the  \A  indsor  Academy, 
when  George  W.  Standish  was  at  the  head  of  that 
institution.  Fie  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Rainbow,  and  as  his  father 
had  always  engaged  in'mechanical  pursuits  he  took 
charge  of  the  farming,  and  has  made  that  occu- 
pation his  life  work.  Fie  married  Miss  Eliza  R. 
Luck,  who  was  born  in  Efngland,  but  was  reared 
in  Windsor.  Their  only  child,  Jennie,  now^  ]\Irs. 
Allison  H.  Brown,  has  one  daughter,  Mabel,  and 
lives  with  our  subject. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Frye  is  a  Republican, 
keeps  well  posted  on  the  issues  and  questions  of  the 
day,  and,  while  not  a  politician,  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  At  local  elec- 
tions he  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  believes  best 
qualified  to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  ties, 
and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  he  encourages  any 
niovement  for  the  benefit  of  his  town  and  county. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  ^dasonic  Lodge  at 
Windsor.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  X'ew  England  Tobacco  Growers  Association, 
was  a  member  of  its  executive  committee  until  the 
death  of  the  president,  Silas  G.  Hubbard,  and  was 
then  elected  to  nil  the  vacancy,  being  re-elected  at 
each  succeeding  election.  He  is  thoroughly  posted 
on  every  detail  of  the  tobacco  business,  from  the 
planting  of  the  seed  until  the  manufactured  article 
is  consumed  by  the  public,  and  in  all  its  intermediate 
stages ;  has  probably  spent  more  tim.e  in  study  and 
research  of  w^hat  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  tobacco 
growers  than  any  other  man  in  the  State ;  and  is 
tlierefore  well  qualified  to  hold  his  present  respon- 
sible position.  It  has  also  fitted  him  for  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  tobacco  crop  in  tariff  legisla- 
tion. The  Coimecticut  crop  being  a  distinct  grade 
of  tobacco  from  that  raised  in  any  other  section, 
its  interests  are  its  own,  and  not  in  commion  with 
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other  tobacco-producinc;-  Stntos,  so  that  the  matter 
of  beneficial  les::ishition  to  it  does  not  liave  agitators 
elsewhere.  Mr.  Frye  is  a  practical  tobacco  i;ro\\er, 
as  he  has  been  interested  in  the  business  from  bov- 
hood,  and  his  services  as  the  head  of  the  New 
Knglandi  Tobacco  Growers  Association  have  been 
of  inestimable  value,  antl  such  as  only  a  man  of  liis 
knowled^re  and  skill  could  render,  lie  is  well 
known  in  tobacco  circles  all  over  the  United  States, 
and  is  perfectly  familiar  with  all  tobacco  tariffs 
and  legislation  pertaining  thereto.  Mr.  Frye  is  a 
very  pleasant  man.  an  entertaining  talker,  is  un- 
ostentatious in  manner,  and  is  an  excellent  and 
valued  citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

EMORY  F.  -MILLER,  who  is  at  present  serv- 
ing as  first  selectman  of  the  town  of  Avon,  has  been 
promineiu  in  Ins  locality  for  years  as  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  dairyman,  and  he  comes  of  a  family 
whose  members  h.ave  always  occupied  a  high  place 
among  the  citizens  of  th.e  town  from  its  early  days. 

.Mr.  Aliller  is  of  English  descent.  The  first  an- 
cestor of  whom  we  have  record  was  \\'iHiani  ^Miller, 
wdio  came  from  the  old  country  about  1635  and 
settled  in  Xorthampton,  ^lass.  He  had  a  son.,  Eb- 
enezer  w  ho  also  lived  in  Xorthampton,  3tlass. ; 
he  had  three  sons,  Jonathan,  Jolm  and  Ebenezer 
(2).  This  Ebenezer  {2)  came  to  Farmington  (now 
Avon)  and  bought  a  large  farm  in  1747;  he  died 
there  in  1777,  and  was  buried  in  the  first  cemetery 
in  xAvon.  In  1762  he  was  one  of  the  largest  land 
owners  in  the  town.  A  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Chtirch,  he  lield  the  office  of  deacon  therein. 
He  had  four  sons.  Job,  Joseph,  Xoah  and  Reuben, 
the  last  named  being  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject. 

Reuben  ^liiler  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Farmington  (new  Avon),  and  passed  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  tov.n,  owning  a'nd  operating  a  large 
tract  of  land.  He  learned  the  trade  of  cooper  in 
early  life,  following  same  to  some  extent,  engaged 
in  hotel-keeping,  and  was  C[uite  a  noted  huntsman 
in  his  day,  in  his  varied  occupations  becoming  wide- 
ly known  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat of  the  Jeftersonian  stripe.  By  his  wife,  Sarah 
(^Miller),  he  had  five  children:  Solomon  (who 
removed  to  Hartland),  Ebenezer,  Eleanor,  Sarah 
and  C)live.  The  fathicr  died  on  his  farm,  and  was 
interred  in  the  old  familv  cemetery. 

Ebenezer  -\ldler,  grandfatlier  of  the  gentleman 
W'hose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  born  rm  the 
^Miller  homestead  at  Cider  Brook,  and  like  his  fa- 
ther became  a  farmer,  in  addition  engaging  to  some 
extent  in  stock  raising.  For  ten  years  he  broke  and 
sold  a  team  of  young  oxen  annually.  He  received 
only  such  advantages  for  schooling  as  the  p'ablic 
institutions  of  the  time  afforded,  but  he  was  a  man 
of  unusual  strength  of  mind  and  body,  was  noted 
far  and  wide  for  his  industry  and  intelligence,  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  life  of  the  community. 
His  feats  in  reaping  gave  him  a  wide  popularity. 


'  and  pcojilc  came  for  him  far  and  near  to  assist  in 
barn  raisings  and  various  occasions  of  the  kind, 
lie  was  a  hard  working  man,  bore  a  high  reputa- 
ti.in  for  I'.onestv  and  uprightness  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  was  a  leader  in  local  affairs,  taking  a  leading 
part  in  the  workings  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
.section,  though  he  never  sought  office.     He  was 
also  active  iii  ch.urch  matters,  holding  membership 
:  with  the  Bajitist  Society,  and  often  led  prayers  in 
the  minister's  absence.     Ebenezer  Miller  married 
Diantha  Huteb.iuson.  who  was  born  in  Farmington, 
:  now  A\-on,  daughter  of  John  Hutchinson,  and  eleven 
children  were  born  to  this  union:    Sarah  (?\Irs. 
'  Richard  Humphrey  )  :  i-:benezer;  John  H. ;  Diantha, 
who  died  unmarried;  Xancy  Olrs.  Luther  Wood- 
ford) ;  Cynthia,  wdio  married  Estherus  Fairiield ; 
I  Truman  Marlon;   Thede,   who   died  immarried; 
Betsey  (IMrs.  Ephraini  Woodruff,  of  Xew  Britain)  ; 
Henry  \lrgil,  who  was  killed  by  lightning  wdien 
]  seventeen  years  old  ;  and  Eliza  Ann  (  Ylts.  Pliram 
Chapel,  of'  Hartford).    The  father  died  Jan.  11, 
i  1 85 1,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eightv-three  years,  the 
mother  passing  away  Xov.  6.  1837. 

Truman  H.  -Miller  was  born  Jan.  12,  1805,  on 
;  the  home  farm  in  Avon  town,  and  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools,  supplementing  his 
earlv  training  by  close  reading  and  observation,  and 
becoming  a  well-informed  man.    He  was  reared  to 
agricultiiral  pursuits  on  the  paternal  homestead, 
and  finally  settled  down  to  farming,  though  during 
his  earlier  manhood  he  traveled  over  the  eastern 
states  selling  jewelry  and  silverware,  and  made  a 
success  of  that  business.    When  he  engaged  in  the 
calling  of  his  ancestors  on  his  own  account  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  150  acres,  on  wdiich  he  made  nu- 
j  merotis    improvements,  anil    he    successfully  con- 
!  ducted  a  general  farming,  stock  raising  and  dairy 
,  business,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  appearance 
of  his  property,  which  under  his  able  management 
;  became  quite  valuable.    Like  his  father  he  was  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  locality, 
but  not  an  aspirant  for  public  honors  of  any  kind, 
i  preferring  a  quiet  life,  devoted  to  his  private  af- 
i  fairs.    He  was  highly  respected  for  his  honesty  and 
!  manv  sterling  qualities  of  character,  and  was  one  of 
I  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  day.   ]Mr.  iMiller  passed 
I  aw^av  Jan.  I7.  1862,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  was 
i  laid  to  rest  in  the  olu  family  cemeterv  in  Avon.  He 
1  was  married,  in  Thompson,  to  IMiss  Julia  A.  Chapin, 
j  a  native  of  Boston,  whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Sarah 
'  (Jacobs)  Chapin,  of  Thompson,  died  in  the  island 
of  Trinidad,  and  five  children  were  born  to  their 
!  union :    Delia  T.,  w  ho  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
;  two  years;  Augustus  C.  (deceased  at  the  age  of 
I  forty-nine),  who  married  Elizabeth  Gray;  Joseph, 
I  who  died  in  Boston  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; 
Charles  FL.  who  m.arried  Frances  Bishop ;  and  Em- 
ory F.    iMrs.  Miller  died  Jan.  5,  1882;  she  was  a 
member  of  tlie  Baptist  Church,  and  a  woman  of 
Christian  character,  who  won  the  respect  of  all  who 
I  knew  her.    Mr.  Miller  also  held  membership  with 
I  the  Baptist  Church. 
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Hiiior\-  v.  Miller  was  born  July  ii,  184.].,  in  the 
town  of  Avon,  and  ho  comnK'nccd  his  cclucation  in 
the  homo  district,  later  attondin;;  the  Avon  hi^h 
school.  He  remained  on  the  farm,  assisting  his 
lallier,  np  to  the  ace  of  seventeen,  when  he  went 
to  l')Oston  for  a  year.  He  was  eighteen  when  his 
fatlier  died,  and  he  continned  to  operate  the  home 
farm  in  partnership  with  his  hrcHher,  Charles,  nntil 
1882,  when  the  latter  removed  to  another  farm, 
our  subject  remaining  with  his  mother  on  the  home- 
stead, ile  has  always  made  his  home  here,  and 
lie  cultivates  154  acres,  devoting  his  land  to  gen- 
eral crops  and  tobacco,  and  in  addition  engaging 
rather  extensively  in  stock  farming  and  dairying. 
;Mr.  Miller  takes  special  interest  in  the  ap])earance 
of  his  home  and  farm,  on  which  he  has  made  manv 
improvements  from  time  to  time,  building  good 
barns  and  outbuildings,  and  in  varimis  ways  add- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  ])lace.  which  is  ably  managed 
and  systematically  cultivated.  He  is  up-to-date  in 
all  his  methods  so  far  as  practicable,  and  he  is  ranked 
among  the  proeressive  and  enterprising  agricult- 
urists of  this  section,  where  he  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known.  Mr.  Miller  has  been  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  like  his  forefathers  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat in  political  faith,  and  one  of  the  wheel-horses 
of  the  party  in  th.is  vicinity.  Though  not  an  office 
seeker  he  was  honored  with  election  in  1S73  to  the 
office  of  first  selectman  of  the  town,  which  he  filled 
for  two  terms.  In  1886  he  was  again  elected,  this 
time  holding  the  position  for  eight  years,  and  in 
1898  his  fellow  citizens  re-electecl  him  to  that  in- 
cumbency, which  he  still  retains.  I\Ir.  ^Miller's  long 
service  in  this  important  office  is  sufticient  evidence 
of  his  ability  and  fidelity  to  dutv.  but  it  is  due  to  him 
to  say  that  he  has  in  his  public  capacity  displayed 
only  the  same  traits  -which  have  characterized  his 
private  life— strict  attention  to  the  details  of  his 
work  and  thoughtful  and  intelligent  management, 
qualities  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  about  satis- 
factory results.  }>Ir.  Miller  keeps  thorougnly  posted 
on  public  events  and  matters  of  general  interest,  and 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  an  intelligent,  substantial 
citizen  of  the  town  in  which  he  has  spent  his  life. 
Besides  the  office  mentioned  he  has  served  several 
times  as  grand  juror  in  Avon. 

In  January,  1S74,  in  Avon,  'Mr.  ^liller  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Andrews,  a  native  of  East 
Granby.  and  a  daugiuer  of  P'rederick  Andrews,  of 
that  town.  They  Iiad  one  child,  Xellie,  who  died 
in  infancy;  ^^Irs.  Mdier  passed  away  ^lay  5,  1877, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery.  On  'Slay 
22,  1879,  ^^r.  ?sliller  for  his  second  wife  wedded 
Miss  Eliza  W'adsworth,  who  was  born  in  Hartford, 
a  daughter  of  Sydney  W'adswortU,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Elisha  W'adsworth,  of  Hartford.  Two 
children  have  come  to  this  union :  One  that  died  in 
infancy,  and  Lucy.  Our  subject  supports  religious 
work  and  enterprises,  though  he  is  not  connected 
with  any  particular  denomination,  and  he  and  liis 
wife  have  many  friends  in  the  town  of  Avon. 


RAXSI'ORD  A\"ERV  rARKl'!>^. 
zen>  of  tl'.is  >ectioii.  outside  c-f  public 


Few  citi- 
ife,  are  as 

well  kuwwn  as  thi;-  veneiah'e  resident  ot  Ware- 
house I'oint,  whose  career,  tlinu^!)  quiet  and  seem- 
ingl\-  imevenlful.  has  w(jn  for  li.m  ihe  respect  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  A  jileasing  evidence  iif  his 
popularity,  which  is  fully  shareil  l)v  his  estimable 
wife,  was  seen  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  celebration 
c>f  their  gulden  weddnii^"  in  t,)etober,  1S97,  when  a 
good  company  assembled  at  their  home.  A  cane  for 
Mr.  Parker  and  a  valuable  cluck  for  his  wife  were 
presented  as  tangible  tokens  of  friendship  by  tlie 
guests,  mcist  of  whom  were  members  of  the  same 
church  with  whom  their  host  and  hostess  have  lieen 
identified  for  half  a  centurv,  and  the  good  wishes  0/ 
the  i^ntire  community  were  expressed  in  the  exer- 
cises of  the  happy  occasion. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  Jan.  o,  1827,  at  Long- 
]\Ieadow,  Tslass.,  and  is  of  t;ood  old  \  ermont  stock. 
Joseph  Parker,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Sharon, 
\'t.,  and  as  a  oov  walked  from  tliat  olace  to  Spring- 
field. .Mass.,  to  learn  the  mason's  trade.  '  After  com- 
pleting his  term  as  an  apprentice  he  remained  in  tne 
vicinity  of  Springfield  for  some  time,  and  in  1829 
came  to  Coimecticut,  locating  at  W  arehouse  Point. 
He  became  the  leading  contractor  and  builder  of  his 
day  in  that  section,  the  locks  at  Windsor  Locks  hav- 
ing been  constructed  by  him  after  his  arrival.  He 
also  built  the  Phelps  woolen  mills,  the  old  '"Chap- 
man House,"  and  the  Sexton  woolen  mills,  at  W'are- 
house  Point,  the  last  named  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Simons  silk  mills.  Pie  died  in  1855,  and  he 
continued  his  work  until  two  years  previous.  By  his 
first  wife,  ]Miss  Harriet  (David),  of  Stafford,  Conn., 
he  had  seven  children:  Albert  B.,  deceased;  John 
B.,  a  resident  of  the  town  of  East  Windsor;  Rans- 
fcrd  A.,  our  subject;  Harriet,  wiio  married  Charles 
Thomas,  and  is  deceased ;  Iilmira,  who  married 
\\"illiam  Zimmerman,  and  died  in  1S92;  Eugene, 
who  died  in  Broad  Brook  in  1862;  and  Leonidas,  a 
fruit  grower  in  California. 

Ransford  A.  f^arker  was  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  settled  at  Warehouse  Point,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  When  only  nine  years  of  age 
he  began  working  on  a  farm  for  his  board  and 
clothes,  and  at  eighteen  he  bought  his  time  from  his 
father,  paving  him  S;o.  In  1846  he  began  raising 
tobacco  in  the  vicinity  of  Warehouse  Point  at  two 
and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  and  later  he  cultivated 
twenty  acres  of  tobacco  near  Springfield,  Mass.,  re- 
ceiving eight  cents  a  pound  for  some  of  his  crop.  He 
then  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Hartford,  to  the  farm  of 
Solomon  Porter,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Hartford,  ana  remained  one  year,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  raised  tobacco  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ware- 
house Point.  At  first  he  rented  land  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  in  1856  l:e  purchased  eighteen  acres  just 
across  the  town  line  in  Enfield  township.  This  he 
still  owns,  and  from  time  to  time  he  has  added  to 
his  holdings  until  now  he  has  al)out  seventy  acres, 
raises  all  the  wav  from  five  to  fifteen  acres  of  to- 
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bacco  yearly.  During-  the  wiutor  montlis  he  has 
turned  liis  attention  to  luiyiiiu,'  tolmcoo.  Ins  practical 
knowleili^v  niakius^'  his  juo.i^nient  of  vahu  to  dealers, 
and  for  thirty-t'ive  years  he  has  l)oui;ht  lor  Georcre 
15.  i'.arnes,  of  Hartford,  and  for  six  vears  fi.ir  [.  11. 
Simons,  of  Warelunise  J\'int.  In  ]-!oiitic^  he  is  a  Re- 
piil)lican.  and  he  takes  a  prominent  iiart  in  reliq'ious 
work  as  a  memlier  oi  the  Methodist  L'lmrch  at  \\'are- 
house  Point,  of  which  he  has  been  a 'trustee  and  stew- 
ard for  forty  years.  On  (  )ct.  31,  1847,  ^'i"-  I'arker 
married  Miss  Harriet  Johnson,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them:  (i)  William  R.,  a  tobacco 
grower,  resides  at  W'areliouse  Point.  (2)  Harriet 
E.  married  Frank  Cooper,  and  died  in  1S77.  (3) 
Miss  Georgiana  is  at  home.  {4)  Plenrietta  died 
wdien  three  years  old. 

Mrs.  Parker,  who  has  proved  an  efficient  help- 
meet to  her  husbantl.  is  a  native  of  Hereford.  Que- 
bec, Canada,  where  her  parents  resided  about  twenty 
vears,  moving  there  soon  after  their  marriage.  Dur- 
ing Mrs.  Parker's  chiUlh.ood  thev  located  in  Ilines- 
burg,  \'t.,  where  she  received  an  excellent  education 
in  the  pul)lic  and  private  schools.  Her  fine  mental 
gifts  were  apparent  from  an  early  age,  and  at  nine- 
teen she  began  teaching  at  Xew  Hartford,  X.  Y.  She 
also  taught  in  her  native  town,  and  in  1845  came  to 
Warehouse  Point,  where  she  first  met  ^Ir.  Parker, 
their  marriage  occurring  two  years  later.  Pier 
grandfather,  Stephen  Johnson,  a  native  of  South 
Vernoi'i,  \'t.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Stephen  Johnson  (2),  ]\Irs.  Parker's  father, 
was  born  and  reared  at  South  \'ernon,  and  married 
Miss  Lucretia  Streeter,  of  the  same  town.  He  died 
in  1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  vears,  and  his  wife 
in  1874.  aged  seventy-three.  They  had  six  children: 
Mary  A.,  who  married  Lewis  Hall ;  Harriet  ( IMrs. 
Parker)  :  Stephen,  who  resides  in  the  town  of  Ell- 
ington. Tolland  Co.,  Conn. :  Elizabeth  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Marshall  Parker,  of  Sprine:field,  }^Iass. ;  Char- 
lotte, who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  and  Helen  }vL, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Remington,  of  Colo- 
rado, and  died  May  16,  1899. 

WILLL-VM  O.  HAYDEX.  This  favored  region 
is, above  all,  fortunate  in  the  quality  of  its  citizenship, 
and  its  present  prosperity  and  hope  of  progress  is 
based  upon  the  enterprise,  foresight  and  public  spirit 
of  such  men  as  this  well-known  agriculturist  of 
Windsor  town.  From  an  early  period  the  Hayden 
family  has  been  prominent  in  that  locality,  their  res- 
idence at  Havden's  Station  dating  back  to  1*^140,  and 
its  members  in  everv  generation  have  maintained  the 
prestige  of  the  name  by  their  sterling  qualities  of 
character  and  honorable  lives.  .A.  comprehensive 
genealogy  of  the  family  was  published  in  18S8,  hav- 
.  ing  been  cominled  by  J.  H.  Hayflen,  of  Windsor 
Locks  (an  uncle  of  our  subject ),  after  years  of  labor 
and  research,  and  therefore  we  will  not  attempt  to  go 
into  detail  as  to  their  settlement  in  Windsor,  but  wiil 
sinmly  trace  brietiv  our  subject's  line  of  descent  from 
William  Hayden,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America. 


(  n  William  Hayden  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  u>  the  .New  World  in  1630.  He  located  \n 
Windsor  in  i'>4<),  and  his  ileath  occurred  Sept.  2~, 
i(iO'.).  at  Kenilworth.  ni  iw  Clinton,  (_"onn.  (  'n  Sept. 
2.  1SS5.  the  "W  illiam  Hayden  Memorial  Stone"  was 
dedicated  at  ilayden's  Station  in  honor  of  this  pio- 
neer, a  l1int  boulder  weighing  more  than  two  tons 
having  been  ])repared  with  an  appropriate  inscrip- 
tion, his  descendants  in  all  jiarts  of  the  I'nited  States 
co-operating  in  the  project.  He  had  three  children, 
Daniel,  Xathaniel  and  Mary. 

(H)  Lieut.  Daniel  Hayden  (Sept.  2.  1640- 
^^arch  22.  1712-13)  was  the  first  Playden  born  in 
Windsor.  On  ]\larch  17,  i6(S4,  he  married  Hannah 
Wilcoxson,  of  Stratford,  Ctmn..  who  died  April  19,. 
1722.  and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Daniel. 
Hannah,  X'athaniel,  William  (i), William  (2), Sam- 
uel, Ebenezer.  }vlary. 

(HI)  Samuel  Hayden,  born  Feb.  28.  1677-78, 
died  at  Harwinton,  Conn..  Oct.  12.  1742.  and  his 
wife,  Ann  Holcomb,  of  \\'indsor.  died  June  13.  I75'>. 
They  had  six  children:  Anna,  Samuel.  Xathaniel, 
Joseph,  \\'illiam  and  Sarah. 

(IV)  Xathaniel  Hayden,  known  as  "Deacon 
X'athaniel,"  was  born  June  18.  1709.  and  died  Xov. 
14,  1S03.  In  1737  he  married  X'aomi  Gaylord.  vho 
died  April  7.  1803,  aged  eighty-seven.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Ann,  Xathaniel,  Hezekiah,  Levi,  X'aomi 
and  ^lartin. 

(\')     Levi  Flayden,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  ^^lav  28,  1747,  and  died  Aug.  4, 
1 82 1.    In  1772  he  married  ^Iargaret  -Strong,  who 
died  Mav  10,  1812.    His  second  wife  was  a  widow, 
^lary  Kent,  of  Suffield.    He  had  nine  children,  all 
by   his   first   marriage:    Levi,    Ellen.  Hezekiah, 
i  Strong.  ^Martin,  Clara,  Anson.  William  and  Ellen, 
i        (  \'I )    Levi  Hayden,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
I  was  born  July  31,  177^,  and  died  Jan.  30.  1839  On 
I  Oct.  30,  1800.  he  married  \\'ealthy  Haskell,  and  they 
had  the  following  children  :   Lucinda  PL.  }>Iarv  Ann, 
Xathaniel,  Oliver,  Elizabeth  Bissel,  Jabez  Haskell, 
Samuel  Strong,  Hezekiah  Sydney,  Augustus  Henry, 
Sarah  X'ichols  and  Levi  Gaylord. 
I        (^'II)    Oliver  Hayden.  our  subject's  father,  was 
I  born  Dec.  3,  1807,  at  cur  subject's  present  home- 
stead, and  was  reared  as  a  farmer  hoy,  receiving 
1  onlv  a  common-school  education.    The  Hayden  gen- 
i  ealogy  says  of  him:    "Iniieriting  a  good  physical 
I  constitution,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  either 
;  farm  work  or  brick  making  as  occasion  required, 
'  and  after  his  elder  brother  fell  out  by  reason  of  dis- 
ability he  became  (next  to  his  father)  the  leader  of 
his  younger  brothers  in  work  and  frolic,  bnth  of 
I  wdiich  were  vigorously  and  harmomouslv  i)ushed. 
,  He  early  became  an  advocate  of  total  abstinence 
I  from  all  intoxicating  liquors,  and  continued  in  that 
j  practice  till  his  death."   After  reaching  his  majority 
'  he  spent  a  year  or  two  in  Western  X'ew  Yurk.  then 
I  for  several  years  resided  in  \\'indsor  Locks,  where  he 
'  was  associated  with  the  men  whr)  were  prominent 
j  in  molding  the  institutions  of  the  then  infant  village. 
About  1840  he  bought  one  of  the  Owen  farms  in 
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East  Grnnbv  ;  lie  ilioJ  at  Ilaydcn's  StaliiMi  July  lo. 
j8i),v  and  was  buried  in  Kast  lirar.Dv. 

.Mr.  I  lavden  was  a  sui^portcr  of  every  i^ood  work 
in  the  eoninuuiity,  and  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  I  ont;-rei;ational  L'hm-ch,  in  which  he  held 
office.  I'oliiicaily  he  was  tirsi  a  W  hiy,  later  a  Re- 
publican, and  for  many  year^  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  local  atlairs.  J  lis  integrity  was  uiu]uestione(.i, 
and  as  a  successful  farmer  and  good  business  man 
he  acquired  a  most  comfortable  competence.  On 
Nov.  .29,  1837,  he  marrieil  Miss  Jane  Owen,  of  East 
Granby,  who  was  born  July  5,  181J,  the  daughter  of 
George  C.  Owen,  and-  a  descendant  of  John  Owen, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  \\  ind~or.  .Six  children 
were  born  of  this  union  :  (  i  )  Sydney  II.,  born  Dec. 
II,  1838,  enlisted  in  1S62  in  Companv  B,  16th  Conn. 
A'ol.  Inf.,  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  for  some 
time  in  .\ndersonville  prison.  Later  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Florence,  S.  C,  and  was  ottered  freedom 
if  he  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  South, 
but  he  declined.  Finally  he  was  exchanged,  and  after 
a  visit  to  his  home  in  East  Granby,  on  furlough,  he 
again  went  to  the  front,  but  his  enfeebled  health  com- 
pelled him  to  return  home,  where  he  died  April  4, 
1865.  He  never  married.  (  2)  Theodosia,  born 
Sept.  16.  1840,  died  Dec.  14.  1851.  (  3)  Owen,  born 
Mav  5.  1844.  died  ]March  2,  1S47.  ('4  )  Catharine  J., 
born  .\pril  22,  1846,  married  Cliarles  II.  Clark,  and 
died  .\pril  16,  1872,  leaving  no  children.  (5)  Miss 
Abby  L..  born  April  30,  1849,  resides  with  cur  sub- 
ject. (6)  William  O.,  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
Oct.  20,  1S93,  and  the  remains  of  both  parents  are 
interred  in  tl:e  cenietery  at  East  Granby. 

(\'IIJ)  W'illiam  O.  Hayden  was  born  Feb.  12, 
1852,  in  East  Granby,  and  his  education  was  begun 
in  the  schools  of  District  Xo.  i,  of  that  town.  Miss 
Margaret  Bates,  Miss  ^arah  Alderman  and  2\Iiss 
Mary  Griswold  Deing  among  his  early  teachers.  He 
also  attended  a  select  school  in  East  Granby,  taught 
by  a  ^Ir.  Folsom  from  Dartmouth  College,  and 
later  he  studied  for  a  time  at  \\'ilbrahani  College,  his 
vacations  being  spent  in  assisting  his  father  at  the 
farm.  After  his  marriage  he  continued  to  reside 
with  his  father,  the  house  having  been  especially  ar- 
ranged to  accoiTLmcdate  two  families,  but  in  April, 
1893,  he  reniovea  to  his  present  home  at  Hayden's 
Station,  known  as  the  '"Levi  Hayden  Farm."  It  is  a 
fine  estate  and  one  of  the  historic  places  of  the  town, 
the  house,  which  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preserva- 
tion, having  been  built  in  1737.  -dr.  Hayden  i?  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  raising  tol:)acco  in  addition  to 
general  farming,  and  also  wholesales  large  quantities 
of  milk  from  his  dairy.  lie  gives  personal  attention 
to  the  management  of  the  place  and  many  improve- 
ments have  been  made  un:ler  his  direction,  the  most 
notable  one  being  a  dam  in  the  brook  near  his  house, 
from  which  he  gets  a  supply  of  ice  for  family  use, 
and  pumps  water  for  all  his  buildings  by  means  of  a 
hydraulic  pump.  His  sound  business  judgment  and 
well-proven  integritv  have  won  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  he  is  frequently  chosen  to  act  as 
guardian  and  trustee  for  others.    While  thoroughly 


;  progressive  in  his  ideas  lie  is  of  a  rjuiet  disposition, 
j  and  does  not  asjiire  to  puiilic  life,  the  unly  offices 
:  ever  held  by  hnn  having  been  those  of  assessor  of 
'  East  Granby  town  and  school  commissioner  (many 
times).    His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Hayes  and  Wheeler,  and  since  Ixjvhcod  he  has  been 
;  an  ardent  Republican.    His  wealth  enables  him  to 
j  give  efifective  aid  to  any  muvemcnt  which  promises 
;  to  benefit  the  community,  and  he  recemly  donated 
!  the  land  for  the  .V.  M.  E.  Cluirch  at  Hayden's  Sta- 
i  tion.    Mr.  Hayden  while  not  a  member  of  that 
;  church  has  served  as  one  of  its  officers,  for  several 
}  ears  was  on  the  Church  committee,  and  served  as 
I  collector. 

On  Jan.  i,  1878,  'Sir.  Hayden  was  married,  in 
East  Granby,  to  Miss  Katherine  i\I.  iMills,  who  was 
I  born  .\pril  7,  i8i')0,  daughter  of  Gustavus  and  Saraii 
>  (Whitmore)  i\Iills,  highly  esteemed  residents  of  this 
:  county.   Three  bright  and  promising  sons  have  been 
born  to  them:    Haskell  A.,  now  a  clerk  in  Plart- 
ford ;  Owen  W. ;  and  Oliver.    The  family  is  prom- 
inent socially,  and  .Mrs.  Hayden  is  a  leader  in  relig- 
ious and  philanthropic  enterprises  in  her  locality,  be- 
I  ing  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

j       HILLS  BROTHERS.    Success  in  any  line  of 
I  effort  is  not  won  without  strenuous  endeavor,  and 
!  if  one  were  to  search  for  the  secret  of  the  marked 
I  prosperity  of  this  well-known  firm  of  agriculturists 
;  and  stock  raisers,  the  ansv.x-r  Vv'ould  be  found  in 
I  their  untiring  attention  to  the  details  of  their  work. 
I       As  stock  men  they  have  few  equals  and  no  su- 
I  periors  in  the  L'nited  States,  and  here  is  seen  the 
!  restilt  of  the  most  scrupulous  application  of  scien- 
i  tific  methods  of  breeding,  combined  with  generous 
I  yet  judicious  feeding,  and  a  kindly  sympathetic  at- 
j  tention  to  the  wants  of  all  animals  under  their  care, 
I  Their  fine  estate  of  one  hundred  acres  near  Hay- 
I  den's  Station  is  admirably  adapted  to  tliis  busi- 
I  ness,  modern  buildings  supplementing  the  natural 
advantages,  and  stock  raised  there  has  frequently 
been  found  to  surpass  the  best  of  the  far-famed 
products  of  the  "Blue  Grass  Region,"  and  from 
'  time  to  time  has  been  exhibited  througliout  the 
country,  receiving  extensive  notices  in  the  stock 
journals.    A  yoke  of  si.x-year-old  oxen  weighing 
4,600  were  the  especial  pride  of  the  firm,  but  other 
I  noted  specimens  of  their  raising  in  the  past  include 
1  two  famous  grade  Durham  cows  that  v/eighed  2,500 
j  and  3,000  at  six  vears ;  the  latter,  which  brought  an 
I  enormous  price,  was  placed  on  e.xhibition  in  all 
]  parts  of  the  L'nited  States.    As  citizens  Henry  and 
I  Stephen  Hills  are  noted  for  the  same  progressive 
i  spirit  that  has  brought  them  their  high  reputation 
I  in  the  business  world,  and  no  local  enterprise  prom- 
!  ising  benefit  to  the  public  is  allowed  to  fail  for  the 
I  want  of  their  co-operation  and  support.    They  have 
done  nuich  to  secure  good  roads  in  their  locality, 
and  to  their  infiuence  is  largely  due  the  establish- 
ment of  a  depot  at  Hayden's  .Station,  the  land  for 
the  side  track  liaving  been  donated  by  them.  A 


STEPHEH  HILLS 


HEHRY  W.  HILLS 


COMMf.MOK.  l  Til  IS  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1001 


few  years  ayo  Stephen  Hills  startei!  a  sul)serij)tion 
for  the  purpose  ot  improving  the  old  Palisade  cem- 
etery at  Windsor,  where  interments  were  made  as 
early  as  1633,  and  by  his  personal  elTorls  he  suc- 
ceeded in  collecting-  $9,000.  W  ith  this  me  once 
neglected  spot  was  made  a  boauiiiul  and  ailractive 
l)Iace  under  the  care  of  the  First  School  Society, 
of  which  Mr.  Hills  is  still  a  leading  menil)cr.  Jn 
fact,  to  mention  the  enterprises  in  which  the  broth- 
ers have  assisted  would  be  to  make  a  list  of  all  the 
public  measures  undertaken  in  their  locality  since 
they  came  to  the  years  of  discretion. 

The  Hills  family  originated  near  Shanklin,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  name  was  forinerly 
spelled  Hill.    [Members  of  the  family  came  to  this 
country  at  an  early  day,  locating  at  East  Hart- 
ford.   The  first  to  settle  at  Windsor  was  the  grand- 
father of  tne  brothers,  L'apt.  Stephen  Hills,  a  na- 
tive of  East  Hartford,  born  Oct.  11.  1750,  who  be-  | 
came  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Windsor,  j 
where  his  remaining  years  were  spent.    His  wife,  ! 
Mabel  ( Woodbridge ) .  who  was  born  Feb.  18,  1750,  | 
was  a  memlier  of  an  old  and  aristocratic  family  \ 
of  this  section.    This  worthy  pioneer  couple  had  | 
twelve  children  (five  sons  and  seven  daughters),  \ 
among  them  being  Henrv  \\'oodbridga  Hills  and  ' 
Stephen  Hills,  of  Xew  York,  noied  cotton  mer-  i 
chants  of  their  cay.    Another  of  the  sens,  Fleze"-  1 
kiah,  was  the  first  to  settle  at  the  present  farm.  j 

Hezekiah  Hills,  the  father  of  the  mendiers  of 
the  present  firm  of  lidls  Brothers,  was  born  [May 
12,'  1789,  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  Hartford 
county,  the  seventh  child  and  the  second  son  in  i 
the  family.   Owing  to  the  clianges  of  residence  made  ' 
by  his  parents  his  schooling  wzs  obtained  in  dif-  ; 
ferent  places,  but  notwithstanding  nis  meager  ad-  ! 
vantages  he  showed  much  mental  ability,  and  ex-  j 
celled  in  mathematics.    Flaving  been  reared  to  farm  i 
work,  he  gave  his  attention  to  agriculture  in  ma- 
•  ture  life,  spending  many  years  in  the  care  of  the 
present  homestead,  which  came  into  his  possession . 
soon  after  its  purchase  by  liis  brother.    He  was 
an  excellent  m.anager,  always  obtaining  good  re- 
sults, but  as  he  suffered  from  rheumatism  for  many  | 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  retained  onlv  a  gen-  i 
cral  oversight  of  the  estate.    His  sterling  cjualities 
of  character  won  him  tlie  respect  of  all  who  knew  ; 
him,  and  his  death,  v.-hich  occurred  July  26,  1856,  | 
was  sincerely  lamented  in  the  community.    His  es-  ! 
timable  wife,  Esther  (Drake),  died  Jan.  6,  1878,  | 
and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  old  cem-  j 
ctery  at  Windsor.    Mrs.  Esther  (Drake)  FFlls  was  ' 
born  in  Windsor  July  26,  1795,  the  daughter  of  ! 
Lemuel  and  Esther  ( Ijurnhar.i)  Drake,  and  bcdongcd  ; 
to  a  pioneer  family  of  that  locality.    Fler  ancestors  \ 
came  originally  from  England,  the  line  of  descent  : 
being  traced  through  to  Sir  Francis  Drake.    Fler  1 
early  educational  privileges  were  better  than  was  j 
usual  at  that  time,  and  when  but  a  girl  she  taught  I 
school  successfully  in  District  Xo.  i,  town  of  Wind-  I 


!  sor,  while  looking  after  the  welfare  of  a  numercnis 
i  family  of  sisters  and  broti-.ers,  her  mother  having 
i  died  some  years   before.    Fossessing  rare  mental 
i  ability  and  a  strong  constitution,  she  was  one  woman 
in  a  thousand,  and  her  remarkable  faculties  remained 
unimpaired  until  the  last,  notwithstaniiing  a  life  of 
1  incessant  industry.      While  she  and  her  husband 
i  were  not  church  members  they  were  deeply  relig- 
i  ious,  and  the  evidences  of  their  faith  were  seen  in 
I  their  daily  life.    The  old  custom  of  begiiming  the 
Sabbath  at  6  p.  m.  on  Saturday  and  ending  it  at  6 
1'.  -M.  on  Sunday  was  strictlv  observed  in  their  home. 
Thev  had  three  children  :    Henry  W.,  Stephen  and 
Eliza  Woodbridge,  all  of  whom  reside  at  the  old 
homestead. 

[Miss  Eliza  \\"oodbriuge  Flills  is  greatly  beloved 
for  her  kindness  of  heart,  which  she  manifests  in 
generous  deeds.  As  a  devout  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  she  has  contributed  liberally  to  its 
work,  but  her  benefactions  are_by  no  means  re- 
stricted to  that  channel.  During  her  youth  she  spent 
much  of  her  time  in  New  York  City,  and,  in  spite  of 
delicate  health,  she  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  best 
social  circles.  Her  tastes  are  decidedly  artistic  and 
literary,  her  conversation  showing  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance v\-ith  the  great  works  of  the  masters  in 
both  lines,  and  her  wide  culture  and  her  alert  inter- 
est in  all  that  pertains  to  intellectual  growth  make 
l:er  companionship  valued  among  a  refined  and  select 
group  of  friends. 

Henry  W.  and  Stephen  FIills  were  born  and 
reared  at  their  present  homestead,  and  their  educa- 
tion was  begun  in  the  old  school  in  District  Xo.  6, 
of  Windsor,  then  considered  the  best  in  the  town. 
Later  they  attended  Windsor  Academy,  but  their 
fatlier's  failing  health  compcUed  them  to  turn  their 
energies  to  the  work  of  the  farm  when  they  might 
otherwise  have  been  in  school.  As  their  father  was 
extensively  engaged  in  tobacco  growing,  in  which 
line  he  was  a  pioneer  in  his  town,  they  were  early 
instructed  in  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with  that 
crop,  and  they  have  continued  to  made  it  a  specialty 
up  to  the  present  timic,  meeting  with  their  usual  suc- 
cess. Their  farm  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  sys- 
tem, and  they  keep  a  large  dairy,  the  product  being 
disposed  of  at  wholesale.  The  house,  which  was 
erected  in  1800,  is  comfortable,  and  is  an  attractive 
specimen  of  the  old  style  of  architecture,  having 
been  one  of  the  first  in  the  town  to  be  built  witii  its 
gable  end  to  the  street.  In  State  and  X'ational  poli- 
tics both  brothers  are  stanch  Republicans,  but  in 
local  elections  they  vote  for  the  men  and  measures 
which  they  deem  best  for  the  people.  Although 
their  public  spirit,  sound  judgment  and  well-proved 
integrity  have  caused  them  to  be  frequently  n;en- 
tioned  for  office  they  have  always  avoided  the  politi- 
cal arena. both  preferring  the  activitiesof privatelife. 

HEXRY  ARASTLS  SHELDON,  one  of  West 
Suffield's  respected  citizens  and  prominent  agricul- 
-turists  and  tobacco  growers,  is  a  native  of  Connect!- 
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cut,  liavini;-  boon  boni  lulv  I,  1850,  in  West  Suf- 
licUl. 

'JI10  Slii'Kloii  family  is  one  of  llio  oldest  in  the 
State,  and  deseended  from  a  Cokmial  familv  oi  ICng- 
lish  orii^in.  thai  eaiia-  irom  thai  part  of  the  County 
of  Essex  nearest  L.ondnu.  Isaae  Sheldon,  an  ances- 
tor of  our  suhjeet,  was  born  in  W  indsor,  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  HOij,  and  ulien  a  younq'  man  removed 
to  Xorthampton,  .Mass.,  en;_;ai:^ed  in  farming,  and 
there  married  Mary  Woodford,  later  bringing  his 
family  to  what  is  now  known  as  Suffield.  Conn., 
where  he  passetl  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  son, 
Jonathan,  was  born  May  20,  1681).  settled  in  West 
Suffield.  built  a  tine  dwelling  on  his  large  estate, 
and  was  well  known  as  Captain  Jonathan  Sheldon, 
as  he  was  in  command  of  a  company  of  militia.  The 
dwelling-  is  still  standing;  and  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  L.  Austin.  On  Dee.  30,  170S,  Capt.  Sheldon 
n^arried  Alary  Southwell,  and  their  daughter.  INIarv, 
was  married  to  tlje  Rev.  Jonatlian  Judd,  an  inmate 
of  the  Captain's  house, while  on  probation  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Congregational  Church  at  West  Suffield. 
Another  daughter.  Silence,  became  the  lirst  wife  of 
Rev.  John  Graham,  who  for  forty  years  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  same  church  in  West  Suffield,  and  to 
this  marriage  were  born  ten  children.  After  the 
death  of  his  lirst  wife.  Rev.  Graham  married  Widow- 
Smith,  whose  maiden  name  was  Deborah  King,  and 
she  bore  him  seven  children,  the  voungest  of  whom 
was  Dr.  Syh  ester  Graham,  a  well-known  Presbyte- 
rian divine,  elocutionist  and  vegetarian,  and  whose 
name  is  well-Known  thoughout  the  world  as  the 
originator  of  the  bread  and  flour  which  bear  his 
name. 

Jonathan  Sheldon,  a  son  of  thj  Captain,  was  born 
in  171 1,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  all  his  life  was 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  He  married 
Sarah  Kent,  and  died  on  his  farm  Feb.  12.  1761,  six 
years  before  the  death  of  his  father.  In  religion  he 
was  a  Congregationalist.  w'hile  his  wife  was  a  Bap- 
tist, but  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the 
same  grave  in  the  West  Suffield  cemetery.  Their 
son,  Jonathan,  was  born  on  the  homestead  Dec.  28, 
1737,  and  passed  all  his  mature  life  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Hezekiah  S.  Sheldon.  He  married  Abi- 
gail Loomis  in  1762,  and  they  had  six  children: 
Jonathan,  Xcv.  29,  1763;  Gad,  Feb.  28,  1763:  Oba- 
diah,  Oct.  23,  •1766:  Jared,  Oct.  23,  1768;  Arastus, 
Oct.  29,  1770;  and  -Vljigail,  Oct.  3,  1772.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  (  n  liis  farm  Yito.  10,  1814,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  and  a  sincere 
Christian. 

Hon.  Arastus  Sheloon.  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
town,  settled  down  to  farming  on  the  old  homestead, 
on  which  he  made  manv  improvements,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  an  ad- 
herent of  the  political  principles  of  Thoinas  Jeffer- 
son and  became  a  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  married  Eunice  King,  Xov.  16,  1796, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  the  marriage:  James. 
March  17,  1798;  Obadiah  Loomis.  May  24,  1800; 


Horace,  Se])t.  21.  1802:  Jared,  Sept.  23,  1804;  Gad, 
Dec.  30,  1800;  l-"rancis  (  fatlu-r  i_>f  cur  subjeell,  Feb. 
4,  1800:  Julia  Ann.  Jan.  i..;,  181  [  i  she  b.c.tm^'  ih.' 
;  wife  of  Jared  Smith,  of  M,iN-;aeliuselts j  ;  .Alfred  J., 
'  Jan.  18,  1813:  and  l-'.li/ca  I'eb.  24,  i8it'i  (  wlio 
;  married  Sylvester  i'onicr* iv  ) .  The  mother  of  these 
'  children  passed  away  ]-\'b.  20,  1830,  the  father  on 
,  March  27.  1840.  and  the  remains  of  both  lie  at  rest 
I  in  the  \\  est  .Suffield  ccmrier\ . 

\        Francis  Sheldon,  fath.t-r  of  our  suljject.  Vv'as  born 
!  on  the  old  homestead  in  West  Suitield.  wliere  he 
j  grew  to  manhood.   Fie  settled  on  a  ]iart  uf  the  lunne- 
i  stead,  on  a  tract  of  200  acres,  whereon  he  built  a 
I  fine  dwelling-house,  barns,  etc.,  besides  otherwise 
;  greatly  im[)roving  the  property.    He  spent  his  entire 
1  life  in  West  Suffield.  dying  there  Dec.  15.  187').  and 
I  was  buried  in  W  est  Suffield  ce;netery.    As  a  D'jmo- 
crat  of  the  old  school  he  was  prominent  in  public 
afl'airs.  and  at  one  time  served  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, also  as  selectman  of  his  town,  and  in  other  local 
offices. 

i        Air.  Sheldon  was  twice  married,  first  time  to 
j  Cornelia  Pomeroy,  and  she  bore  him  one  child,  Cor- 
j  nelia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clinton  H.  Nelson, 
\  and  died  Xov.  13,  1S66.    Airs.  Cornelius  Sheldon 
died,  ApriF24,  1837,  and  lies  buried  in  West  Suf- 
field cemetery.   For  his  second  wife  Francis  Sheldon 
\  wedded  Sophia  Pomeroy,  and  three  children  blessed 
I  this  union:   Andrew,  who  died  Alay  19,  1874;  Em- 
I  ily  J.,  wife  of  William  F.  Baldwm,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Henry  A.,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
i  sketch.    The  mother, of  this  family  died  Alarch  29, 
1894,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  West  Suf- 
field cemetery. 

Henry  A.  Sheldon,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Suffield.  also 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  was  reared 
-  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm.  After 
i  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the  home- 
'  stead,  comprising  a  tract  of  150  acres  of  fine  land, 
I  and  has  since  operated  it  successfully.  He  has  made 
:•  extensive  improvements  thereon,  and  engaged  in 
tobacco  growing,  stock  raising  and  dealing,  also  in 
'  dairying — in  fact  he  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  exten- 
f  sive  general  farmers  in  West  Suffield. 
I        On  Oct.  20,  1880.  in  the  town  of  Granbv.  Henry 
i  A.  Sheldon  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alary  A. 
!  Rice,  who  was  born  in  Granby,  a  daughter  of  Levi 
j  Rice,  and  three  children  were  born  of  this  union; 
j  Francis  H.,  born  Sept.  5,  1881  ;  Louise  S.,  Alay  29, 
!  1885;  and  Alice  E.,  July  16,  1893.    In  politics  Mr. 
j  Sheldon  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
I  party,  and  has  served  his  town  and  colinty  in  various 
i  offices  of  trust,  such  as  selectman  of  Suffield  and 
member  of  the  school  committee  and  tlie  board  cf  re- 
lief. He  is  widelv  and  favorablv  know  n  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  justly  merits  the  respect  and  regard  accorded 
I  him  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

CHARLES  P.  AIERWTX.  The  story  of  this 
gentleman's  life  is  a  record  of  wdiolly  honorable  at- 
tainment.   In  these  latter  days,  when  what  we  call 
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success  is  so  generally  won  by  dcviotis  wavs  of  ilis- 
lioncsty,  cunning  and  brutal  sollishnoss,  that  strides 
rough-sliod  to  fortune  over  the  wrecks  of  others' 
lives,  it  is  a  grateful  task  to  tell  uf  one  who  s^t  his 
mark  high,  and.  followitig  hand  in  hand  with  IvMior, 
reached  his  goal,  leaving  for  tho>e  who  knew  and 
loved  him  a  fragr:int  memory. 

Such  of  the  records  of  Air.  ?\!er\\in's  ancestors 
as  the  writer  has  at  hand  are  as  lol],.)ws;  William 
Arnold  in  1630  settled  in  IVovidonce  Plantation,  and 
his  son  Benedict  was  governor  of  Rhode  Island  for 
a  term  of  eight  years.  Gov.  Arnold  married  Dama- 
rius,  daughter  of  Stickney  W'e^ncott,  one  of  the 
close  and  faithful  friends  of  Roger  Williams  who 
joined  that  intrepid  and  broad-minded  leader  in  his 
protest  against  the  prevailing  narrowness  of  the 
Puritans  of  that  time  in  the  Old  Colony  of  ^Nlassa- 
chusetts,  and  followed  with  the  liberal  few  to  the 
shores  of  Xarragansett  Bay,  to  live  and  thrive  under 
a  banner  wdiose  emblems  were  "Equality"  and  "I'n- 
selfishness."  A  granddaughter  of  this  Colonial  gov- 
ernor married  Thomas  Tibbals.  of  Alilford,  whose 
son  Ambrose  Tibbals  married  Dorothy  Thompson^, 
a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Welles,  who  was  dep- 
uty-governor of  Connecticut  four  vears,  and  gov- 
ernor in  1655  and  165S.  It  was  from  this  union, 
after  several  generations  had  intervened,  that  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  descended. 

]\Iarcus  Merwin.  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  his 
son  Charles,  lived  in  West  Haven,  Conn.,  and  soon 
afterward  moved  to  Xorfolk,  \  a.,  where  he  was  m 
business  for  a  few  years.  Then  returning  Xorth, 
he  permanently  settled  on  that  portion  of  the  3iler- 
win  estate  at  that  time  known  as  ]\Ierwin's  Point, 
now,  however,  transformed  into  one  of  the  most 
charming  summer  cities  by  the  sea,  called  Wood- 
mont. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  after  an  education 
sufficiently  complete,  Charles  P.  ]\Icrwin  went  to 
New  Plaven,  and  was  employed  bv  one  of  the  lead- 
ing wholesale  grocery  houses,  after  a  few  years  of 
diligent  service  becoming  a  partner  in  the  firm.  He 
was  married  in  1870,  and  had  four  sons.  On  ac- 
count of  poor  health  he  sold  his  business  in  Xew 
Haven  and  bought  out  a  brick  business  in  Berlin; 
to  this  he  brought  his  indomitable  energy,  making  a 
success,  his  yard  being  second  to  none  in  Xew  Eng- 
land. He  died  in  (  )ctober,  ICS93.  leaving  a  wife  and 
three  sons,  the  olde-t  of  whom,  R.  ClitTord  Merwin, 
a  Yale  graduate,  is  now  president  of  the  C.  P.  Aler- 
win  Brick  Co. 

CHARLES  DICKEnSOX.  The  Dickinson 
family  has  been  long  prominent  in  the  history  of 
Connecticut.  The  first  progenitor  in  this  State  was 
Nathaniel,  who  settled  at  Wethersfield,  in  1637,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  tliat  place.  Pie  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  local  prominence,  hav- 
ing served  as  town  clerk  and  representative  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1646  and.  1656.  Erom  Wethers- 
field he  removed  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 


The  great-grandfather  of  Charles  Dickinson  was 
named  \\  dliam.    Pie  \\a>  a  resident  of  Siiuthington. 
wliere  he  carried  on  the  Inisiness  of  a  timx-r.  lie 
wa>  the  father  of  four  children,  Daniel  D.,  A-her, 
Sarah  and  juHa. 
!        I'aniel  Dickinson,  the  grandfather  of  Charles, 
I  was  a  farmer,  who  owned  considerable  real  estate 
1  and  was  regarded  throughout  his  life  as  a  thriftv  and 
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prosperous  .citizeii.  Plis  distinctive  characteristic, 
outside  of  his  integrity,  was  his  pride,  he  enjoying 
the  rej)utation  of  being  the  proudest  man  in  the  en- 
tire county,  tie  was  an  extensive  grower  of  fruit. 
])articularlv  of  apples,  and  a  manufacturer  of  cider  in 
large  quantities.  The  latter  product  he  marketed  at 
Xew  (.)rleans,  obtaining  therefor  an  average  price 
of  ten  dollars  per  barrel.  In  the  process  of  manu- 
facture he  was  strictly  conscientious,  frequently 
sending  his  son,  Rollin,  to  }\Iiddletown.  to  purchase 
sweet  apples,  in  order  that  the  due  proportion  of 
sweet  and  acid  juice  might  be  honestly  preserved. 
His  scrupulousness  in  this  regard  afforded  an  index 
to  his  entire  moral  character,  and  his  consistent 
character  and  life  as  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Southington  was  never  called  in 
question. 

Rollin  Dickinson,  the  father  of  Charles,  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  which  were  nearest  the  place  of  his 
birth.  He  was  a  man  of  far  more  than  ordinary 
abilitv,  and  endowed  with  a  singular  gift  for  pulpit 
oratory.  He  was  a  peddler  by  occupation,  and  while 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  nis  trade  was  accus- 
i  tomed  to  speak,  from  Sunday  to  Sunday,  in  every 
school  house  where  opportunity  was  ottered,  and 
wherever  he  was  known  he  was  much  beloved,  being 
a  man  whose  personal  magnetism  made  itself  every- 
where felt.  He  was  the  first  inventor  of  the  lucifer 
match,  his  device  necessitating  the  dropping  of  a 
stick  tipped  with  brimstone  into  a  bottle  of  liquid 
phosphorus.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  user  found 
it  necessary  to  buy  not  only  the  sticks,  but  also  the 
phosphoric  acid.  Perceiving  the  inherent  defects 
of  his  device  as  readily  as  did  those  w  ho  used  it,  }>It. 
Dickinson  emploved  a  young  man  by  the  m.ane  of 
Alorton  Judd  (afterward  Deacon  ]\Iorton  Judd,  of 
Wallingford )  to  go  to  X'ew  York,  to  learn  the  art  of 
m.atch-making  as  it  was  then  carried  on  by  the  best 
nianufacturers.  How  much  he  may  have  learned 
through  the  renort  of  his  representative  cannot  be 
easily  told,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  matches  at  Southing- 
ton,  where  he  ttirned  out  a  fairly  good  match  for  the 
period.  Later,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
four-wheeled  wagons,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been 
tlie  pioneer  in  this  branch  of  mechanical  industry  in 
the  State.  He  is  Knov.n  as  the  founder  of  Plants- 
ville,  where  he  established  a  factory  for  the  manu- 
facture of  brass  and  iron  shovels  and  tongs.  The 
beginning  was  of  the  most  modest  descriiHion,  but 
through  judicious  management,  and  after  several 
changes  of  hands,  it  developed  into  th.e  present  ex- 
tensive plant  of  Wightman,  Dickinson,  Judd  &  Co. 
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In  addition  to  his  business  as  a  manufacturer  Mr. 
Dickinson  for  nian\-  years  coiulucied  a  store  at 
Southington.  in  wlncn  liis  son,  Charles,  tirst  obtained 
his  experience  as  a  (.iruggist.  '1  he  lather,  a!t!n>u;;h 
not  a  ph.arinacist,  conducted  a  th:?pensary,  wliicli  he 
sold  in  iSij.  In  his  relis;ious  faith  and  observance 
he  was  a  strict  jniritan,  being  particularly  noted  for 
the  strictness  with  which  he  observed  the  Sabbath. 
His  religious coriuection  was  wi-Ji  the  llaptist  denom- 
ination, and  he  died  in  that  faith  in  1S42.  He  was 
public-spirited  and  inriuer.iial.  ana  his  death  was  re- 
garded as  a  cause  for  public  regret.  Mr.  Dickinson 
married  Marilla  Judd.  daughter  of  John  Judd,  of 
Xew  Britain,  anu  the  issue  of  their  union  was  four 
children:  ^^largaret.  born  in  1824,  married  to  Sam- 
uel Upson,  of  Southingtonl  Cb.arles :  Judson  D., 
born  in  1 831. who  served  in  the  Civil  war. and  died  in 
1867;  and  Jane  M.,  born  in  1836,  wl.o  married  John 
Cook,  lived  in  \\'insted,  and  died  in  the  vear  1872. 
Afier  Mr.  Dickinson's  death  his  widow  married  Gil- 
man  Hinsdale,  who  conducted  an  express  business 
between  Xew  Britain  and  Hartford. 

Charles  Dickinson,  whose  name  opens  this  arti- 
cle, was  born  in  Southington.  on  Sept.  8,  1S26.  His 
educational  advanta^-es  were  such  as  were  incident 
to  the  tim.es.  He  attended  the  district  school,  and 
as  scon  as  be  was  aole  began  work  upon  a  farm. 
His  father  was  anxious  that  he  should  receive  a  bet- 
ter training,  sending  him  for  a  year  to  an  academy, 
and  offering  him  an  opportunity  to  attend  college, 
but  young  Dickinson  preferred  an  active  life  to  the 
seclusion  m.cre  or  less  inevitable  to  tliat  of  a  student. 
A  year  after  lie  had  left  school  the  father  sold  his 
farm,  and  in  1844  Charles  came  to  Xew  Britain, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Sl.  &  O.  S.  Judd, 
house  builders.  He  continued  in  their  employ  for 
several  years,  when  he  oegan  work  for  the  Russell 
&  Erwin  Co..  with  whom  lie  remained  for  two  or 
three  years,  never  losing  an  opportunity  to  work 
during  extra  liours.  thus  gaining  m.oney  for  over- 
time. Upon  the  building  of  tlie  Hartford  &  Provi- 
dence railroad  the  company  engaged  him  as  consta- 
ble, to  repress  the  disorder  incident  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  This  position  he  filled  for  some 
four  years,  and  for  tv.-o  years  was  collector  of  school 
taxes.  In  1S57  he  purchased  the  mterest  of  'Sir. 
Hale  in  the  firm  of  Hale  &  Dickinson,  wdiich  had 
been  formed  in  1852,  with  the  intention  of  buying 
out  Hubbard  &  Kellogg.  After  various  changes  in 
title  and  mutations  in  interests,  the  firm  name  be- 
came C.  &  J.  Dickinson,  Charles  having  admitted 
into  partnership  his  brother,  who  had  served  with 
distinction  during  the  Civil  war.  The  partnership 
between  the  brothers  continued  until  the  deatn  of  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm,  since  which  time  Charles 
Dickinson  has  conducted  the  business  alone.  He  is 
the  oldest  druggist  in  business  in  Xew  Britain,  and, 
with  one  exception,  the  olclest  in  the  county.  His 
success  is  lareelv  attributable  to  the  scrupulous  hon- 
esty with  winch  he  has  conducted  his  business — it 
being  radically  opposed  to  his  principles  to  carry 
any  otb.er  than  fresh  drugs. 


;        Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  \\  big, 
and  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  partv 
he  bas  allied  himself  with  that  body,    i-or  two  \ears 
:  he  v/as  a  member  of  the  connnon  coimcil  of  X'ew 
j  Britain,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
I  Streets.    He  is  a  member  of  ilannony  Lodge  X<j. 
j  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Our  subject  married  Anna  ]\Iaria 
j  Hayes,  of  East  \\'indsor,  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
'  Hayes,  and  two  daughters    twins  )  have  been  born 
i  to  them,  J-"annie  Loui^a  and  Anna  .Maria.  Anna  Ma- 
I  ria  died  in  infancy,  in  l!)ecember,  1850;  Fannie  Lou- 
[  isa  married  F. -H.  Alford. 

JOHX  W.  PURTILL,  the  well-known  paper 
I  manufacturer  of  South  Glastonbury,  has  been  very 
j  successful  in  business,  and,  as  a  result  of  his  ener- 
;  getic  and  progressive  methods,  has  built  up  a  tlour- 
;  ishing  village  in  the  conmiunity. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  Feb.  4,  1847, 
i  and,  like  manv  others  of- our  libertv-Ioving  citizens, 
I  comes  from  the  land  of  the  oppressed,  Ireland :  he 
j  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Xew  ^\'Grld  when  little 
over  one  year  old.  His  parents  first  settled  in  the 
j  beautifid  tov.-n  of  Wapping,  Conn.,  where  the  first 
I  eight  years  of  his  life  in  the  X'evv'  ^^'orld  w-ere  spent, 
j  In  1858  the  family  moved  to  ^lanchester,  and  here 
j  our  subject  spent  twenty-eight  years  in  education 
I  and  preparation  for  the  dift'erent  positions  he  so  ac- 
ceptably filled  in  after  life.  At  ^lanchester  he  at- 
!  tended  the  district  schools,  and  after  leaving  them 
:  spent  one  year  in  St.  Bonaventura  College.  On  re- 
I  turning  home  he  found  employment  in  the  Union 
I  ^Nlills,  ^Manchester,  as  mule  spinner,  and  after  two 
I  years  spent  in  tliis  preparatory  work  accepted  a  po- 
I  sition  with  the  Mutual  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  in  their 
j  cotton  mills,  as  second  hand  in  their  spinning  roo.Ti, 
1  and  by  strict  attention  to  the  business  of  his  em- 
i  ployers  he  rose  by  successive  steps  to  overseer  of 
;  both  spinning  and  carding,  and  later  became  super- 
I  intendent  of  the  entire  works. 

j       In  1882  the  Manchester  Warp  &  Yarn  Co.  was 
i  organized,  with  the  subject  of  our  sketch  as  agent 
:  and  manager,  Z\Ir.  Purtill  continuing  in  this  posi- 
!  tion  until    1886,    wdien  an  opportunity  presented 
;  itself,  in  Glastonbury,  for  him  to  occupy  a  larger 
field.    He  bought  the  extensive  cotton  mills  known 
!  as  the  "Wasuc  Mills,"  and-  removing  to  Glastonbury 
I  has  since  cast  in  his  lot  with  this  enterprising  com- 
1  munity.    By  remodeling  the  mills  to  harmonize  with 
I  modern  ideas,  and  by  adding  very  largely  of  new 
■  machinery,  the  plant  was  put  in  condition  to  mariu- 
i  facture  specialties  in  cottons,  which  found  a  ready 
market,  and  the  mills  were  run  very  successfully  un- 
1  til  Xovember,  1888,  when  they  were  entirely  de- 
'  stroyed  by  fire.    After  the  fire  Mr.  Purtill  trav- 
j  eled  through  the  South  for  six  months,  investigat- 
I  ing  the  availability  of  tliat  section  as  a  cotton  mann- 
facturin.g  center,  and,  while  impressed  with  tb.e  many 
advantages  which  the  South  ofl^ered  to  wide-awake 
men  from  the  Xorth  in  this  new  field,  then  just 
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oix-niiig.  not  think  best  to  sunder  business  tics, 
and  leave  assoeialions  tliat  had  been  so  dear  to  him 
for  so  nianv  vears.  and  so  oonchuled  to  still  con- 
lintie  business  at  ihe  old  stand.  In  i8So  the  pres- 
ent jniper  mills  were  erected,  and  they  have  been 
operated  very  successfully  up  to  the  present  lime. 

In  1880  -Mr.  Turtill  was  married  to  Catherine 
Grace  !Moroney,  of  llillstown,  antl  to  this  union  six 
children  have  been  born:  Willie,  Gracie,  Francis, 
Eddie,  Leo  and  Agiies. 

\\"ILL1A:^1  R.  best  was  one  of  the  well- 
known  founders  of  the  Best  r^Iantifacturing;  Co.,  of 
Windsor,  lie  was  born  in  Durham,  England,  April 
16,  1836,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  i_ Robinson) 
Best. 

The  father  who  was  a  paper  maker  in  England, 
resolving  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  took  passage 
in  1845  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Liverpool,  for  America, 
landing  at  Xew  York  after  a  voyage  of  four  weeks 
and  three  days.  The  following  year  he  was  joined 
by  his  wife  and  four  children.  He  found  employ- 
ment in  the  Congress  ^Mill  at  Rainbow,  Conn.,  and 
the  family  first  located  at  that  place.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Poquonock,  where  he  was  employed  as 
superintendent  of  a  paper-mill,  later  leasing  the  Con- 
gress ^lill  at  Rainbow  from  William  H.  Imley  for 
five  years ;  but  after  operating  it  for  two  years,  he 
sold  the  lease  to  'Sir.  Imley,  by  whom  he  was  re- 
tained as  superintendent  for  some  time.  After  the 
failure  of  that  gentleman  in  1857,  ^Ir.  Best  left 
Rainbow  and  went  to  Windsor  Locks,  where  he 
leased  a  paper-mill,  which  burried  down  a  few 
months  later.  Being  thus  unemployed,  he  one  day 
strolled  into  Elolbrook's  factory,  where  globes  and 
such  school  appliances  were  made.  The  globes  were 
then  made  of  wood  and  required  much  work.  He 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  them  from  pasteboard, 
and  was  the  first  to  manufacture  that  style  .of  globes 
for  school  purposes.  For  some  time  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  ^Ir.  FTolbrook,  and  then  went  to  Westfield, 
]\Iass.,  where  he  worked  in  the  Chaflin  mill.  Subse- 
quently he  started  a  new  mill  at  West  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  had  charge  of  the  department  for  pre- 
paring the  rags  for  paper  for  some  years,  remain- 
ing there  until  old  age  necessitated  his  retirement. 
In  early  life  he  predicted  the  possibility  of  making 
paper  from  anything  that  had  fibre,  and  his  whole 
life  was  devoted  tp  the  art  of  paper  making,  being- 
engaged  in  its  manufacture  before  machines  v/ere 
used. 

Being  a  skilled  mechanic,  a  good  workman,  and 
reliable  in  all  things,  ^Ir.  Best  was  seldom  out  of  a 
position.  He  assisted  in  building  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  Poquonock,  helped  to  buy  their  or- 
gan, and  always  rented  a  pew  in  that  church.  In 
politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republican.  He  died  in 
October,  i8gi,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
and  the  motlier  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
1846,  just  two  weeks  after  her  arrival  in  America. 
By  this  union  there  were  four  children,  W'illiam  R. 
being  the  eldest.  (2)  John  enlisted  during  the  Civil 


war  in  the  19th  Conn.  V.  I.,  from  Norwich,  and  w^as 
killed  at  h'ort  Steadman,  near  Petersburg;  he  left  a 
widow  and  two  children.  (3)  Robert  enlisted  at 
West  Springfield.  .Mass..  in  the  lotli  Mas^.  W  1., 
and  was  twice  wounded,  lirst  at  Fair  Uaks,  when  he 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Baltimore,  iNId.,  and  later 
during  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  While  serving 
as  color  sergeant  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  for 
some  time  was  confined  in  Libby  prison  and,  later, 
in.  Andcrsonville,  but  on  the  appiroach  of  Gen.  Sher- 
nian's  army,  he,  with  others,,  was  taken  away  and 
sent  to  Florence,  S.  C,  where  he  died  from  starva- 
tion and  cruelty.  (4)  Sarah  is  now  the  wife  of  Al- 
vin  I'oster,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  For  his  second 
wife  Robert  Best  married  a  Miss  Simmons,  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and^  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  (,2)  a  daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months,  and  at  whose  birth  the  mother  died. 
.The  third  and  last  wife  was  Jane  Hemmingway,  of 
Tarifi'ville,  Conn.,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England, 
and  by  her  he  had  three  children :  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  Orange,  r\lass-;  Edwin,  a  resident  of  West 

.Springfield,  Alass. ;  and  2\lary,  now  ]Mrs.  Crozier,  of 
\\  est  Spring'field. 

William  R.  Best  began  his  education  in  England, 
and  to  a  limited  extent  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Hartford  county  after  his  emigration  to  America. 
As  a  boy  he  was  employed  in  the  paper  mfiUs,  with 
v.diich  he  w^as  connected  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  learned  the  cigar  maker's  trade  at  Poquo- 
nock under  ]Mr.  Hungerford.  serving  a  three-years 
apprenticeship.-  Scon  afterward,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  the  paper-mill,  and  for  some  time  alter- 
nated the  occupations  of  cigar  and  paper  making.  In 
185S  he  went  to  New  Flaven,  where  he  worked  as  a 
cigar  maker  for  Burton  \\'arner  until  his  enlistment 
in  the  Cnion  service  during  the  Civil  war.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1862,  he  joined  Company  A,  27th  Conn.  V.  I., 
as  a  private,  and  his  first  engagement  was  at  Fred- 
ericksburg. He  participated  in  all  of  the  battles 
and  skirmishes  in  which  the  regiment  took  part  until 
he  was  taken  orisoner  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  ]\Iay  3,  1863.  He  was  first  sent  to  Libby  prison, 
Richmond,  \'a.,  and.  later  to  Belle  Isle,  where  he 
remained  two  weeks,  and  was  then  paroled,  being 
sent  to  the  parole  camp  at  Annapolis.  He  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Wasliington,  D.  C,  while  they  were 
on  their  way  home,  their  term  of  service  having  ex- 
pired. He  was  honoraoly  discharged  July  27.  1863, 
and  returned  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  wdiere  he  re- 
mained until  coming  to  Windsor  early  in  the  year 
1865.  Here  he  first  worked  for  Samuel  Case  in  tlie 
cigar  business,  but  in  1870  assisted  in  organizing  a 
stock  company,  known  as  the  Best  ^Manufacturing 

1  Co.,  which  is  still  in  active  business.    At  one  time 

■  they  employed  a  large  number  of  men  and  made 
milli(Dns  of  cigars  annually. 

'Mr.  Best  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Helen  Holcomb.a  native  of  Windsor  and  a  daughter 
of  Elihu  and  ^Marian   (Phelps)    Holcomb,  whose 

:  sketch  appears  elsewhere.    One  child  was  born  of 
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tills  union:  An^rusta  M..  now  tlie  wife  of  Ralpli  C. 
I'ickorinL:.  of  Windsor.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  llcst  occupy 
a  coniforlablo  home  on  i'lcasant  street.  Windsor, 
wiiicli  \v;\s  erected  h\  t>ur  suliject^  A  man  i>i  hip,!! 
cliaractcr  and  nndoul.tetl  integrity,  the  >nccess  thai 
lu-  has  a.cliieved  in  Hie  is  certainly  well  deserved, 
and  he  jnstlv  morils  the  comidence  and  respect  so 
freelv  accorded  him  by  nis  fellow  citizens.  Politi- 
callv  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  ;  sociallv  he  is  a  mem- 
ber "of  Robert  Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hartford. 

SHELDON  J.  GRANT.  This  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  for  whom  meritorious  service  in  the  held 
won  a  captain's  commission,  and  who  actively  par- 
ticipated throughout  the  four-years'  conllict.  has 
been  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town  of  South  Wind- 
sor through  the  greater  part  of  his  long  and  event- 
ful career. 

Mr.  Grant  was  born  in  tlie  present  residence  of 
the  Hackett  family,  Nov.  13,  1829,  at  Wapping,  in 
South  ^\'indsor,  the  birtliplace  of  every  Grant  in  his 
line  of  descent  from  Tahan  Grant,  Jr.  He  is  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  descent  from  ^latthew  Grant, 
who  sailed  from  Plymouth,  England,  in  the  sliip 
"Aiarv  and  John  '  in  1630.  and  settled  first  in  Dor- 
chester, afterward  coming  overland  with  Capt.  [Ma- 
son in  October,  1635.  He  finally  settled  in  what  is 
now  Windsor.  His  lot  was  in  the  PaHsado,  and  his 
house  on  the  site  of  v.diat  is  now  the  Hill  school 
house.  His  sons,  Samuel  and  Tahan,  came  across 
the  river  and  took  up  a  tract  of  fertde  land  in  what 
is  now  East  Windsor  Hill,  Tahan  being  the  ancestor 
in  the  second  generation  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  From  Samuel,  Sr.,  L'lysses  S.  Grant  was  de- 
scended through  his  son  Noah,  grandson  Noah, 
great-grandson  of  the  same  name,  and  the  general's 
father,  Jesse  R.  Sheldon  J.  Grant  is  descended  in  the 
following  line  from  the  emigrant  ancestor  }ilatthew : 
(i)  Matthew.  (2)  Tahan,  (3)  lahan,  Jr.,  (4) 
Thomas,  (5)  Samuel  Rockwell,  (6;  Gustavus,  (7) 
Hiram,  (8)  Sheldon  J. 

Our  subject  is  connected  by  marriages  during 
these  generations  with  most  of  the  Old  Windsor 
and  many  of  the  Hartford  families.  Among  his 
■direct  ancestors  are  William  Wadsworth,  father  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Wadsworth,  who  hid  the  Colonial  char- 
ter in  the  Charter  Oak  ;  John  Webster,  who  was  gov- 
ernor of  the  Colony  in  1656:  John  Porter,  who 
traced  l:is  ancestry  back  to  the  time  of  Norman  in- 
vasion of  England.  On  his  mother's  side  he  is  de- 
scended from  Gov.  Theopilus  Eaton,  first  governor 
of  the  New  Haven  Colony.  In  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution five  of  his  ancestors  were  engaged,  one  of 
whom,  Capt.  Matthew  Grant,  responded  to  the  "Lex- 
ington alarm,"  and  another,  Joseph  Hosnier,  was  or- 
derly to  Gen.  ^lontgomery.  on  the  Quebec  expedi- 
tion;  a  third,  \\'illiam  Avery  Morgan,  was  a  ser- 
geant at  Bunker  Hill. 

Hiram  Grant,  father  of  our  subject,  married  ^li- 
riam  Hosmer,  who  died  in  1830.  when  Sheldon  J. 
was  a  boy,  and  for  a  time  he  lived  with  his  grand- 
father, a' resident  of  Wapping.    When  his  father 


married  a  second  time,  however,  he  rctnrnctl  home, 
ami  there  remaineil  mitil  he  was  t\',  enty-i  Mie  \  ears  of 
age,  receiving  a  good  common-scb.ool  education  and 
assisting  in  the  work  of  tiio  farm. 

Wb.iMi  he  reached  his  ir.ajoritv  Mr.  Grant  began 
j  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  and  that  Itnsiness  he  con- 
tinned  successftdly  for  more  than  ten  years,  or  until 
th,e  Civil  war  bi-ouglit  intense  excitement  and 
aroused  an  exalted  jLilrioiism  tlirongiioui  tlie  North. 
At  the  first  \\\\>h  of  the  coming  struggle  Mr.  Grant 
did  not  eniist.  but  when  it  became  evident  that  a 
serious  war  was  before  the  cc'imtry  he  closed  his 
business  and  arrangetl  to  go  to  the  front.  He  en- 
listed, in  Seiitember,  l8(')i,  in  Companv  H,  12th 
Comi.  \'.  I.,  which  l-,e  helpe(.l  to  form,  and  musteretl 
in  at  Hartford  as  a  sergeant.  The  regiment  joined 
the  army  of  Gen.  Banks,  in  service  at  ,\ew  Orleans. 
\\  bile  tliere  .Si.rgi.  lirant  was  detailed  for  al)out  six 
months  as  assistant  sujierintendent  of  the  contra])and 
department,  v.diich  lookea  after  tlic  colored  refugeis, 
about  30,000  of  the  former  slaves  being  provided 
for  by  this  department.  Following  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans,  Sergt.  Grant,  after  the  important 
work  performed  in  this  department,  was  tendered 
and  accepted  a  commission  as  captain  of  Company 
C.  99th  Regiment  Cnited  States  Colored  Troops.  Pie 
was  with  his  company  and  regiment  in  Gen.  Banks' 
Red  River  Campaign,  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pleasant  Hill  and  other  minor  engagements,  and 
his  regiment  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  dam 
across  the  Red  river.  He  was  at  the  engagement 
of  Fort  Butler,  which  began  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  and  lasted  until  four  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing. After  the  Banks  campaign  had  ended,  Capt. 
Grant  was  assigned  with  his  regiment  to  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, and  thence,  in  December,  1864,  was  as- 
signed to  the  island  of  Key  West.  A  month  later 
his  company  and  regiment,  together  with  six  com- 
panies of  the  Second  L^.  S.  Colored  Troops,  went  on 
a  campaign  through  Florida.  In  a  skirmish  at  Nat- 
ural Bridge,  Florida,  he  was  wounded  in  the  head 
i  by  a  minie  ball,  and  was  sent  to  a  hospital  at  Key 
j  \Vest ;  he  had  been  there  about  six  weeks  when  he 
I  was  placed  aboard  a  gunboat  destined  to  Fortress 
,  ]\Ionroe.  and  was  on  his  way  home  on  a  thirty-days 
j  furlough  when  Lee  surrendered. 

Receiving  his  discharge,  our  subject  returned  to 
his  paternal  home.    Plis  father  died  in  1866.  and  the 
Captain  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  mother  until 
his  marriage,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Harriet  K.  Morgan. 
The  same  year  he  moved  to  the  farm  in  South  Wind- 
I  sor,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since,  owning  sixty- 
j  eight  acres  of  land,  and  carrying  on  tobacco  grow- 
j  ing  extensivelv.    To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  have  been 
j  l)orn  six  children:    Ralph  M.,  an  attorney  at  law; 
j  Minnie,  wife  of  Everett  Scott,  principal  of  the  Mel- 
1  rose  high  school ;  Carrie  L..  at  home ;  Arthur  S.,  a 
I  student  at  Wesleyan  L'niversity  ;  }klary  H.  and  Clar- 
:  ence  S.,  deceased. 

I  Ca])t.  Grant  was  elected  a  representative  to  the 
I  State  Legislature  for  1879  and  1880.  He  is  a  Re- 
'  publican  in  politics,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
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;Kni\<-'  ill  the  l(x-al  ci.nuu'ils  of  liis  party,  for  more 
than iw  entv  years  servin;^  a>  rei^istrar  ot  vnters.  l-'or 
ihe  past  two  years  he  has  been  aetuii;  school  -visitor. 

)n  cluircli  work  Cain.  Grant  has  been  active,  liav- 
ini;-  been  a  lifelnni:;'  incnil)cr  of  tlie  .\iethoJist  l^pisco- 
pal  Chiircli,  antl  for  over  thirty  years  leader  of  the 
chnrch  choir.  Since  i8')7  he  has  hlleil  the  olrice  of 
church  tn-.stee.  He  has  also  been  a  prominent  Sun- 
dav-school  wtirker,  having  been  >r>perintcndent  for 
nianv  vears.  Capt.  Grant  is  a  lea,tin<;-  mcm])cr  of 
Robert  T\!er  Tost,  G.  .\.  Iv.,  antl  ranks  as  one  of 
the  nio.^t  jiron.iinent  and  luiblic-spiri .ed  men  of  South 
\\'indsor. 

OW  EX  R.  ILWEXS  is  a  characteristic  repre- 
sentative of  the  intelligeiit  farming'  class  which  dis- 
tinguishes Hartford  county,  a  man  wiiose  energy 
and  practical  gifts  have  brought  Inm  success  in  his 
chosen  calling,  and,  tmited  to  his  mental  capabilities, 
have  also  made  him  prominent  as  a  leader  in  the 
wider  interests  of  public  life. 

The  Havens  family  has  long  been  identified  with 
Hartford  county,  of  which  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather. Thomas  Havens,  was  a  native,  born  m 
Wethersfield.  He  married  Lucinda  Adams,  of  tl  at 
place.  William  W.  Havens,  the  grandfather,  was 
also  born  in  W  ethersfield.  and  married  !Mary  Water- 
bury,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  by  wb.om  he  had  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters :  William, 
John,  Simeon,  Thomas,  Ebenezer  G.,  Irene,  I\Iary 
and  Hulda. 

Ebenezer  G.  Havens  was  born  in  \\'ethersfield. 
receiving  his  education  in  tb.e  common  schools,  and 
in  his  native  place  married  ]vlelvine  ^i.  Ruick,  of 
Granby,  Conn.,  by  whom  be  had  two  children  :  Owen 
R.  and  Xellie  M..  the  latter,  wdio  has  not  married,  a 
trained  nurse  in  Brooklyn,  X".  Y.  The  mother  dying 
in  1861,  the  father  subsequently  wedded  Jennie  Mar- 
tin, and  to  that  union  were  also  norn  two  children : 
Leila  and  \Villiam.  Mr.  Havens  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican in  political  sentiment,  though  be  took  no 
active  part  in  partv  affairs.  His  religious  connection 
tvas  with  the  Congregational  Church.  He  passed 
away  in  February,  1S99. 

Owen  R.  Havens  was  born  Aug.  23,  1856,  in 
Wethersfield.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  remain- 
ing at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  and 
attended  the  schools  of  Wethersfield  and  Rocky  Hill, 
acquiring  a  good,  practical  education.  Commencing 
life  on  bis  own  account,  he  embarked  in  the  butcher 
business  in  X'ew  Hartford,  Conn.,  continuing  same 
some  twenty  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
sold  out.  For  a  number  of  years  thereafter  he  was 
engaged  on  the  farm  with  his  father  during  the 
summer  season,  and  in  the  wdnter  sold  seed,  travel- 
ing through  the  States  of  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  r^Iaryland.  Xew  Jersey,  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  during  the  nine  seasons  he  followed 
that  business — five  with  Comstock  &  Ferry  and  four 
with  Johnson.  Roljinson  &  Co.  Having  decided  to 
settle  down  to  agricultural  pursuits,  ^Ir.  Flavens 
purchased  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Rocky  Hill  w  here 


'  he  has  since  resided,  and  v.'hich  is  now  in  a  fine  state 
i  of  cuili\ ;ui"ii.  i  le  ha,>  de\  i.ileil  his  land  l.  i  general 
;  croi)s.  principally  hay  and  cereals,  has  bought  and 
I  sold  hay,  and  has  aiso  bred  some  fine  horses,  being 
i  an  ardent  admirer  of  good  horsetlesb.  .\s  a  farn;er 
;  Ik  stands  second  to  m^nc,  and  he  takes  no  less  pride 
i  in  the  aiipearance  and  neatness  of  his  ]>lace  than  in 
I  the  remunerative  si>,le  of  his  calling,  as  his  lieautiful 
j  liome  and  surroundings  testify. 

-Mr.  Havens'  activitv  in  ]iolitics,  as  a  strv^ng  sup- 
ixirter  of  the  Republican  partv.  and  bis  /leal  for  the 
public  welfare,  have  given  him  a  re|)utation  and  in- 
fluence which  reaches  bevond  the  bcamds  of  his  lo- 
cality. With  the  exception  of  one  vear.  he  has 
served  since  iSgj  as  first  selectman,  has  been  dele- 
gate to  tlie  Republican  State  Conventions  since  1893, 
and  in  1892-93  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  dur- 
ing his  term  acting  as  member  of  the  comnuttee  on 
Labor.  His  public  services  have  been  marked  by 
clean  business  methods,  effective,  energetic  and  sat- 
isfactory to  his  constituents,  and  his  high  personal 
reputation  has  no  doubt  been  the  most  potent  factor 
in  his  success  as  a  public  man,  winning  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a  degree  which  no 
other  cjuality  could  command. 

On  I\Iay  27,  1S87,  in  Hartford,  ^Ir.  Havens  was 
married  to  Miss  Lillian  W.  White,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Hartford,  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Laura  Parsons  (Wilder)  \\'hite.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
White  had  two  children,  the  son,  Wdliam,  dying 
when  four  years  of  age,  previous  to  the  death  of  the 
father,  who  oassed  away  wdaen  Airs.  Havens  was 
five  years  of  age.  Airs,  ^^'hite  married  again,  be- 
coming the  wife  of  Leonard  Dannels,  a  miller  and 
leading  business  man  of  Hartford,  who  died  in  1892. 
She  died  in  1S96.  There  were  no  children  by  that 
union. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Havens  have  traveled  quite  ex- 
tensivelv  all  over  the  United  States,  h  a\'mg  jour- 
neyed as  far  as  California,  and  Aj.rs.  Havens  is 
a  woman  of  intellect  and  many  accomplishments. 
They  unite  with  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Rocky  Hill.  Air.  Havens  is  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  Xo.  4,  F.  &  A.  AL,  Hartford. 

L.  P.  CLARK  &  SOXS.  The  value  and  effi- 
ciency of  sound  business  methods  as  applied  to  agri- 
cultural operations  is  clearly  seen  in  the  work  of 
this  well  known  firm,  generally  known  as  Clark 
Brothers,  now  noted  as  being  among  the  most  ex- 
tensive growers  of  tobacco  and  fruit  in  Windsor 
town.  Their  fine  farm  at  Poquonock  is  conducted 
in  a  thoroughlv  scientific  manner,  and  the  results  are 
seen  in  the  large  yields  and  superior  qtiality  of  the 
crop^  raised,  while  enterprise  and  wise  foresight 
enable  the  firm  to  so  place  their  product  upon  the 
market  as  to  bring  satisfactorv  financial  returns. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  is  an  excellent 
representative  of  the  sturdy  X'ew  England  tyj)e  of 
farmer.  He  was  born  Aug.  19,  1825,  in  Windsor 
village,  son  of  Harry  and  Chloe  (Riley)  Clark.  His 
schooling  was  limited,  and  when  nine  years  old  he 
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boi^aii  workiiit;-  f  ir  fanners  in  the  nci_<;lil)orhoi.)cl, 
while  at  Sixteen  lie  eniereti  u|)i>n  an  apin-enticeshij) 
to  tue  oarpeiUer  s  trade,  whieh  h.e  inllowed  fur  some 
vears.  Dnriiii^'  this  tiine  he  wa^  enijiloved  'ny  the 
Harifori.1  Carpet  Co.,  at  'I'ai  i  iW  iUe.  Conn.,  ami  I'  lr 
four  vears  he  worked  in  tlie  Cniti^d  Stales  Armory 
at  Sprinylield,  .Mass.  His  mother's  sifter,  Mrs. 
Elisha  Barber,  died  in  the  winter  of  1801 -Oj,  kavinL;- 
liini  a  small  farm,  and  in  iSo^  he  eni;-ai;ed  in  agri- 
culture, whieli  he  ha>  eontinued  ever  sinee,  although 
at  times  he  has  done  some  work  at  his  old  trade. 
In  the  spring  of  1SO5  he  bought  his  ijresenl  farm, 
then  known  as  the  Guy  Ciriswold  farm,  and  by  hard 
work  and  judicious  management  he  has  made  it 
one  of  the  most  productive  estates  of  its  size  in  the 
town.  Notwithstanding"  a  long  life  of  industry  he 
is  well  preserved,  a  slight  defect  in  hearing  being 
the  only  indication  of  age.  Jn  manner  he  is  quiet 
and  unassuming",  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem,  his  success  in  business  having  been  won  by 
strictly  honest  metliods.  Politically  he  is  a  strong 
Republican,  of  \\  hig"  antecedents,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  held  oftice. 

In  May,  1849,  ^Ir.  Clark  married  !Miss  Cather- 
ine IMcKnight,  who  was  born  March  2,  1830,  at 
Great  Falls,  X.  H.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary 
(Porter)  ?^IcKnig"ht.  During  their  fifty  years  of 
wedded  life  she  has  been  an  unfailing  comfort  to 
him  and  he  acknowledges  with  manly  pride  the  value 
of  her  advice  and  practical  help  as  factors  in  his 
success.  They  have  had  two  sons,  Albert  H.,  and 
Robert  L.,  both  members  of  the  firm  and  thoroughh- 
competent  business  men. 

Albert  PI.  Cl.\rk,  who  was  born  Sept.  i,  1S53. 
at  Tariffville,  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  Poquonock.  but  at  present  he  devotes  his 
entire  time  to  the  interests  of  the  firm  of  Clark 
Bros.  On  April  19,  IC)00,  he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss 
Ida  A.  Hardy,  a  resident  of  Ploh-oke,  ]\Iass.,  who 
was  born  in  Poquonock,  a  daughter  of  George  F. 
and  Jane  (Smith)  Hardy.  Her  father  is  dead,  and 
her  mother  resides  in  ]\Ianchester,  Hartford  county. 

Robert  L.  Clark  was  born  at  Tariffville,  Jan. 
28,  1856,  and  became  associated  v/ith  the  business 
at  an  early  age.  He  married  ]\Iiss  Hattie  L.  Day, 
who  died  in  March,  18S6,  leaving  one  son,  Frank 
S.,  who  was  born  in  October,  187S,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  his  own  account.  The  broth- 
ers are  aggressive  and  shrewd  managers,  and,  hav- 
ing been  trained  under  the  watchful  care  of  their 
father,  there  is  no  department  of  farm  work  with 
which  they  are  not  familiar.  Their  land  is  in  three 
tracts,  of  thirty-one,  ihirty-frve  and  one  hundred 
acres,  respectively,  the  latter  being  the  homestead. 
All  are  equipped  with  extensive  tobacco  sheds  and  all 
modern  improvements,  and  are  in  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. Their  crops  of  tobacco  for  1900  consisted  of 
some  thirty-four  acres  with  an  average  yield  of 
about  a  ton  to  the  acre,  and  1800  pounds  of  sorted 
stock.  As  practical  growers  the  brothers  are  al- 
ways ready  to  co-operate  in  any  movement  of  inter- 
est to  the  tobacco  trade,  while  they  are  no  less  help- 


ful in  general  agricultural  develo]^ment,  having  as- 
s!>ied  m  organizing  Poquonoek  Grange,  of  which 
the\"  are  stdl  leading  members,  Albert  11.  Ijeing 
lecturer  ^aille.  \\ liile  they  \'ote  the  Repul.ihean 
lieket  un  ."^tate  and  National  issues,  they  are  inde- 
])ei!deiit  in  liieal  affairs,  looking  only  to  the  (]uestion 
of  hlness  of  candidatL-s,  and  neither  of  them  lias  lime 
or  inclination  for  public  life,  ilieir  business  requir- 
ing their  close  attention. 

CHARLFS  LaRUE  AUSTIN,   farmer,  stock 
'  raiser  and  tobacco  grower,  \\"est  Suftiekl,  is  one  of 
Hartford  county's  most  capable,  energetic  and  suc- 
cessiul  business  men.    A  native  of  Connecticut,  he 
was  born  Sept.  16,  1848,  on  the  farm  in  the  town  of 
^  Suffield,  where  he  is  yet  residing. 

Gustavus  Austin,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Suffield,  and  was  a  son  of  Caleb  Austin,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  land  owner  in  that  locality.  Gus- 
tavus Austin  was  for  the  most  part  a  self-educated 
i  man,  having  attended  only  the  district  schools  in 
1  his  boyhood ;  but  he  amply  made  up  for  deficiencies 
j  in  this  respect  by  home  study  and  close  observation 
of  men  and  things.    He  was,  moreover,  well  versed 
in  ancient  history,  and  deeply  read  in  Bible  lore, 
j  In  his  younger  days  he  peddled  Yankee  notions  in 
\  New'  York  State  and  Connecticut,  and  in  all  his 
;  ventures  was  very  successful.    In  1819  he  bought 
the  Capt.  Jonathan  Sheldon  farm,  now  owned  by 
our  subject,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1855,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-one 
years.    Plis  remains  are  interred  in  West  Suffield 
cemetery.    In  many  respects  Gustavus  Austin  was 
a  remarkable  man— ambitious  but  honorable ;  argu- 
mentative though  not  quarrelsome;  and  possessed 
,  of  the  happy  faculty  of  always  making  friends,  and 
of  the  still  happier  faculty  of  keeping  them.  In 
politics  he  was  an  Old-line  \A  hig,  but  at  no  time  in 
his  long  career  was  he  ever  an  office-seeker.  lii 
church  matters  he  was  active,  as  a  leading  member 
i  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
;  a  class-leader  and  exhorter.*  He  married  Lydia  C. 
Kent,  who  was  a  member  of  a  Suffield  family,  and 
five  children  were  born  to  them:    Thomas  J.,,  Gus- 
tavus, Benjamin  Franklin,  Caleb  and  Lydia  C.  The 
mother  of  these,  who  was  a  good  Christian  woman, 
i  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died  on  the  old 
farm  in  18G6,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-tw"0  years. 
I       Thomas  J.  Austin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
,:  born  in  1804,  in  Suffield,  v>"here  in  the  district  schools 
■  he  received  his  earlier  education,  later  attending  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  after  which  he  taught 
'  school  in  Suffield  for  a  tin.e.    When  yet  a  young 
i  man  he  clerked  in  a  store  in  Windsor,  in  w"hich  ca- 
I  pacity  he  remained  several  years,  later  taking  up 
!  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  operated 
a  tract  of  200  acres,  engaging  in  tobacco  growing 
,  and  general  farming.    His  health  being  not  of  the 
i  best,  however,  he  passed  his  later  years  in  retire- 
I  ment,  and  lived  to  a  ripe  age,  dying  on  the  farm 
in   1 89 1,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His 
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n-niains  lie  buried  in  \\'cst  Siitliold  conictc-rv.  In 
bu;>incss  lie  was  uniformly  successful,  and  was  un- 
assuming, domcsiic  and  temperate  in  his  habits, 
noted  for  the  uprightness  of  his  character  and  his 
proverbial  honest  dealing,  living  up  to  the  golden 
rule.  On  June  J,  1S47,  he  married  Miss  Lharlo1:te 
L.  Hayden,  who  was  born  in  liartland,  Con;i.,  Oct. 
25,  i8->4,  a  daughter  of  Ransom  B.  and  Hannah 
(Mattocks)  Hayden,  and  granddaughter  of  Col. 
Nathaniel  Hayden,  of  Windsor,  Conn.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  as  follows:  Charles  L.,  the 
subject  proper  of  these  lines;  Gustavus,  who  died 
young;  Xellic  L.,  wife  of  Robert  Zug,  of  De- 
troit, ]\Iich. ;  and  L.  Corric,  at  home.  The  mother 
of  this  family  is  yet  living  at  the  old  homestead, 
universally  respected  for  her  many  virtues  and  hon- 
ored years. 

Col.  Nathaniel  Hayden,  great-grandfather  of 
Charles  L.  Austin,  was  born  March  30,  1775,  in 
Torrington,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Augustin 
and  Cynthia  Hayden.  He  married  Sally  Ransom, 
of  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  county,  who  died  at 
Warehouse  Point,  April  26,  1S73,  aged  ninety-two 
years,  having  long  survived  her  husband,  who  had 
passed  avvay  June  20,  1S19,  aged  forty-four  years. 
At  one  time  he  was  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  his 
district.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Betsy, 
born  Jan.  24,  iSoo,  married  Elias  Beach,  of  \\'ater- 
bury;  Ransom  B.  is  mentioned  below;  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1S05,  married  Sarah  Root;  Austin,  born  in 
March,  1807,  married  Sarah  Ann  Cook;  Sarah, 
born  Jan.  19,  1810,  married  Orrin  Olmsted  River- 
ton;  Almira,  born  Sept.  17,  1S12,  married  John 
P.  Chapin,  of  Enfield,  and  moved  to  Ohio;  Emily, 
born  in  ^iay,  1S15,  married  Nathaniel  Gaylord,  of 
Hartland ;  and  Addison,  born  in  1S17,  married  Har- 
riet Pierson. 

Ransom  B.  Hayden,  grandfather  of  Charles  L. 
Austin,  was  born  June  27,  1802,  and  died  at  West 
Suffield,  in  April,  1886.  He  married  Hannah  Tvlat- 
tocks,  and  had  children  as  follows :  Charlotte  L., 
the  mother  of  our  subject;  Osman  3iL,  born  Dec. 
29,  1826,  now  living  in  Laporte,  Ind. ;  Sarah  J., 
Mrs.  F.  N.  AVarner,  born  Oct.  i,  1832;  Nathaniel, 
born  May,  1834,  who  married  Lizzie  J.  Todd;  and 
Georgianna,  born  May  5,  1837,  married  to  Samuel 
Hanchcit,  of  Westfield,  Alassachusetts. 

Charles  L.  Austin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
memoir,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  also  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute 
at  Suffield.  On  account  of  the  impaired  health  of 
his  father,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm,  having 
charge  of  it  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
from  that  time  on  has  successfully  managed  it  and 
attended  to  all  the  business  pertaining  to  it.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  property,  in- 
cluding the  building  of  substantial  and  commodious 
barns,  at  the  present  time  operating  140  acres.  He 
makes  his  home  with  his  mother  and  sister,  being 
yet  unmarried.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
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in  1886  he  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  State 
Legislature,  while  there  serving  on  the  committee 
on  Roads,  Bridges  and  Rivers.  Socially  Mr.  Aus- 
tin is  a  charter  member  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  Lodge 
at  SunleM.  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  citi- 
zens of  his  comnnmity. 

ALBERT  RALSAY  SHEPARD,  a  prosperous 
and  well-known  farmer  and  dairyman  of  West 
Simsburv,  is  a  native  of  the  town,  born  Dec.  2,  1851. 
His  father,  Daniel  Ralsay  Shepard,  was  a  black- 
smith, and  for  several  years  worked  in  the  Culhns 
Works  at  Colhnsville.  He  then  returned  to  West 
Simsbury,  where  he  married  Lydia  !Moses,  a  daugh- 
ter of  iJaniel  iMoses,  and  they  had  five  cliildren : 
Miles  ^L.  who  died  while  £er\ing  in  the  Civil  war 
from  exposure  after  the  battle  of  Antietam ;  Joseph- 
ine F.,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Ashwell,  of  Rocky 
Hill;  Alfred  ^L ;  Albert  R. ;  and  Amelia,  who  was 
married  to  Elliott  H.  Latimer.  Both  parents  died 
in  West  Simsbury,  in  the  faith  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Albert  R.  Shepard  was  but  two  years  of  age 
when  he  lost  his  father,  and  he  therefore  began 
working  out  among  the  farmers  in  different  parts  of. 
the  county  at  an  early  age.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  bought  the  Miles  Moses  farm,  where 
he  engaged  in  tobacco-growing,  raising  dairy  stocky 
and  general  farming.  In  1892  he  bought  the  Dr.. 
Holcomb  farm, of  forty  acres,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying;  for  fifteen  years  he- 
conducted  the  Simsbury  Creamery. 

^fr.  Shepard  married,  at  West  Simsbury,  in 
April,  1874,  ^liss  Evvie  Ivlary  Brown,  daughter  of 
Lafayette  G.  Brown,  and  one  child  was  born,  to 
this  union,  Carrie,  now  the  wife  of  Leon  R.  Rowley, 
of  Simsbury.  I\Ir.  Shepard  is  in  politics  a  libera! 
Republican,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker ;  in 
religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist,  and  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange.  He  is  domestic  in  his  habits,  is 
temperate  and  industrious,  and  is  highly  respected 
for  his  many  excellent  traits  of  character. 

The  IMoses  family,  from  whom  the  mother  of 
^Iv.  Shepard  descended,  was  one  of  tlie  oldest  to 
settle  in  Hartford  county.  The  first  of  the  name 
to  come  to  America  was  John  Closes,  a  shipwright, 
who  sailed  from  England  in  1630  or  1635,  and 
landed  at  Plymouth,  Mass.  His  son  John  settled  in 
Windsor,  Conn.,  prior  to  1647.  v/as  a  soldier  in 
Capt.  John  Mason's  troop  of  horse,  and  married 
IMary  Brown  ]vlay  18,  1653,  his  death  taking  place 
Oct.  14,  16S3,  and  that  of  his  wife  Sept.  14,  1689. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children:  John, 
born  June  15,  1654,  died  Au.g.  31,  1714;  William, 
born  Sept.  i,  1656,  died  Nov.  27,  1681  ;  Thomas, 
born  June  14,  1658,  died  July  29.  1681  ;  -Mary,  born 
May  13,  1661,  married  San-.ucl  Farnsworth  ;  Sarah, 
born  Feb.  2,  1G62,  married  Samuel  But'er;  Natua;i- 
iel ;  Dorcas;  Margaret,  born  Dec.  2,  1666;  Timo- 
thy, born  in  February,  1670;  Martha,  born  March 
8,  1672,  died  Jaii.  30,  1689;  and  Mindwell,  born  Dec. 
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13,  1676,  married  Script.  John  'J'lnall,  and  died 
Jan.  6,  1697. 

John  Moses,  son  of  Jolm  {2).  settled  on  liis 
father's  farm  in  Simshurv,  near  Monnt  I'liillip.  and 
married  Delmrah  'I'hrall  Jnl\-  14,  H iSo ;  she  died 
i\Iay  16,  1715.  the  nioilier  01  twelve  ehildren  :  |uhn, 
born  April  idSi,  died  in  1 75^ ;  Deborah  [i). 
born  Get.  i.  R>8j,  died  in  KtS^;  William,  born 
jNlareh  J5,  H-'S4.  tiied  July  14,  1745:  Thomas,  born 
I^lay  8,  1(185,  died  Feb.  6.  1773:  Joshna.  horn  Oct. 
3.  16S9,  died  Feb.  6,  1773;  Deborah,  born  Jan.  12, 
lOgi.  married  Riehard  Roberts;  Caleb  (  i)  ;V)thniel 
(1).  born  Jan.  10,  1696;  Caleb  born  Jan.  4, 

1698,  died  ^[arcli  24.  17S7;  Othniel  (2),  born  Sept. 
6,  1701,  died  Sept.  11,  1701  ;  Mary,  born  Sept.  i, 
1702,  married  Jacob  Fnller  Jan.  27,  1721  ;  and  .Mar- 
tha, born  in  1705,  died  Jnly  9.  1764. 

Caleb  Moses,  son  of  John  (3),  was  born  in 
Simsbnry,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  lived  to 
reach  the  great  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He  mar- 
ried, Sept.  15.  1726,  Hannah  Been'ian,  and  became 
the  father  of  six  children:  Caleb,  born  .May  8, 
1727,  died  Feb.  18.  1773:  Daniel,  born  June  22, 
1729,  died  Sept.  8.  1776;  Abel,  bcrn  June  24,  1733: 
Ashbel,  born  in  December,  1735 :  ^Michael,  born 
Sept.  12,  1737,  died  ]March  14,  1797:  and  Lucy, 
born  May  9,  1740,  married  Nathaniel  Humphrey.' 

Paniel  ]\Ioses,  the  second  of  the  above  family, 
moved  to  West  Simsbnry  in  1756,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Canton.  He  married  Marv  W'ilco.x,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  .-\zariah  \Mlcox,  born  in  1732, 
and  died  in  1816.  Daniel  Moses  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  army,  died  in  Xew  York  Sept.  8, 
1776,  and  was  buried  at  Xorth  Canton,  Conn.  To 
his  marriage  with  ]\Iary  Wilcox  seven  children  were 
born:  Daniel,  born  in  1758,  died  in  1805;  Ridger, 
born  Feb.  13,  1761,  died  in  1828;  Zebina,  born  April 
15,  1764,  died  March  23,  1815;  Lois  was  married 
to  Andrew  Riley  in  1781  ;  Sibyl  married '  Mather 
Roberts ;  Charlotte  married  Job  Phillips ;  ]\Iary 
married  Hezekiel  Andrews. 

Daniel  IMoses,  eldest  child  of  Daniel,  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  later  was  a  farmer 
at  Xorth  Canton.  He  married  -\nne  Edgerton,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  five  children :  Daniel,  born 
April  17,  1791,  died  Dec.  7,  1836;  Titus;  Xorman, 
born  in  1797,  died  Feb.  10,  1861  ;  Ann  died  ^NFarch 
21,  1876;  and  Anna  married  Grove  Goddard. 

Daniel  IMoses,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  married  Lydia  Amelia,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Frederic  and  Roxanna  (Case)  Buell, 
who  v.'ere  married  .\prii  15.  17S8:  he  died  June  10, 
3827,  aged  si.xty-three  years,  and  she  died  Dec.  21, 
^839.  aged  seventy-three  years.  The  children  of 
Daniel  and  Lydia  A.  ]Moses  were:  Daniel,  born 
June  25,  1811,  died  Xov.  23,  1877;  'MWcs,  born  June 
12,  1813,  died  Aug.  19,  1864;  I-ydia,  born  June  28, 
1815,  died  ^lay  16,  1876,  the  wife  of  Daniel  R. 
Shepard,  father  of  our  subject;  Marcus,  born  Xov. 
.23,  1818;  Uriah,  born  Dec.  5,  1821  ;  Betsey,  born 
July  25,  1826,  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  X.  W.  Hol- 
•conib;  and  Celia,  born  May  i,  1832. 


I        Lafayette  G.  Brown,  father  of  Mis.  Albert  Ral- 
j  say  Shepard.  was  born  in  Xew  llamiishire  ApvW  2<;, 
I  1829.    His  father.  John   Bnnvn.  was  one  of  the 
twelve  children  born  to  J(>>iah  Ih'oun,  an>l  was  but 
;  twelve  years  cild  when  he  left  the  ])arental  aliixle. 
i  Until  forty  years  of  age  he  laliored  as  a  farm  hand, 
!  and  then  Imught  a  farm  in  .\'o\v  Hampshire.  He 
j  married  Mary  S.  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Lura  W"\\- 
son,  and  a  native  of  the  State,  and  to  this  marriage 
were  born  five  children:    Harriet,  who  was  married 
to  George  R.  Hilliard  ;  Julia,  married  to  Jolm  Board- 
man  ;  Catherine,  married  to  .\rtemas  .Stephens;  Dor- 
cas, deceased  wi-fe  of  !Moses  Boyden  ;  and  Lafayette 
G.    The  father  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church. 

Lafayette  G.  Brown  received  a  limited  common- 
school  education,  and  was  but  nine  years  old  when 
he  started  out  to  work,  at  $3  per  month  and  board. 
He  was  variously  employed  in  Xew  Hampshire  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  wdicn  he  came  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  worked  two  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  became  watchman 
for  the  Agawam  Canal  Co.'s  yachts ;  two  years  later 
he  came  to  Collinsville,  Conn.,  and  worked  in  the 
ax  factory  at  that  place  for  fourteen  years,  during 
seven  of  which  he  had  charge  of  the  steel  depart- 
ment. In  1S68  he  came  to  Bushy  Llill,  in  Simsbnry 
town,  bought  the  Curtis  farm  of  one  hundred  acres, 
and  engaged  in  tobacco-growing,  general  farming 
and  dairying. 

Mr.  Brown  married,  Sept.  9,  1S52,  in  A^ermont, 
Miss  Caroline  White,  wdio  was  born  in  that  State 
Jan.  27,  183 1,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  White, 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Wardsboro,  \T.,  from 
the  suburbs  of  Boston,  and  his  wife,  Alary  Durant, 
a  descendant  of  the  French  Huguenots,  who  took 
refuge  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  persecution  of 
Protestants  in  France.  She  died  Aug.  27,  1900. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brow-n  were  born  four  children, 
Mrs.  Shepard  being  the  eldest;  Emma  J.,  born  Aug. 
7,  1S55,  was  married  to  John  T.  Shaw,  of  Simsbnry, 
Xov.  23,  1875  ;  Harry  L.,  born  July  27,  1867,  is  mail 
agent  on  the  railroad  between  Xew  York  and 
Springfield,  and  married  in  1895  Josie  ]Myers ;  Per- 
ley  W.,  born  Aug.  6,  1869,  is  adjuster  of  claims  of 
the  Xew  Haven  Consolidated  Railroad  Co.  Air. 
Brown  was  first  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  later 
a  Prohibitionist,  and  has  served  as  selectinan  (two 
years)  and  assessor.  He  is  prominent  as  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen. 

JOSLAH  WHITE,  the  well-known  contractor 
and  builder  of  Windsor,  is  a  man  whose  abihty  and 
personal  worth  are  recognized  wherever  he  is 
known.  He  comes  of  good  old  Pu'itan  stock,  his 
ancestors  having  settled  in  Xew  England  at  an 
early  period,  and  in  his  rise  through  discouraging 
circumstances  to  his  present  honorable  position  in 
life  hiC  has  shown  himself  worthy  of  his  name. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  a  definite  record  is 
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j;ivcn  was  Jiklcr  John  W'liito.  who  was  born  in 
j-.ULjland,  and  caino  lo  this  country  onlv  twelve 
\cars  after  the  " .Ma\ llower"  I'ilyrinis.  The  exact 
jilace  of  liis  birth  is  not  knr.wn.  and  the  ilate,  which 
is  placed  between  1595  and  1005,  is  onlv  inferred 
from  the  ages  of  his  children  and  other  data  which 
liave  been  handed  down.  On  June  2J,  1032,  he 
i^ailed  from  Land's  F.nd,  F.nqland,  in  the  ship 
"Lyon,"'  accompanied  by  his  wife,  r\larv,  and  sec- 
ond child,  and  on  Simday,  Sept.  16,  they  landed  at 
Boston,  ALass.  lie  settled  in  Xewtown  (now  Cam- 
bridge), IMass.,  where  he  was  admitted  as  a  free- 
man on  [March  4.  1633.  In  February,  1635,  at  the 
first  election  in  Cambridge,  he  was  elected  a  select- 
man (one  of  seven).  In  June,  1636,  he  removed  to 
Connecticut,  and  settled  in  Hartford,  being  one  of 
the  chief  of  the  original  proprietors  there.  His 
home  lot  was  on  lilen  street  (now  Governor's 
street).  Religious  dissensions  caused  John  \Miite 
and  others  to  leave  Hartford  and  settle  in  liadley, 
on  the  Connectictit  river,  near  Springfield,  [Mass. 
He  was  antong  the  founders  of  Hadley,  and  was 
chosen  selectman  in  1662,  1663  and  1665,  and  also 
served  as  representative  (or  deputy,  as  it  was  then 
styled)  to  the  General  Court  or  Legislature  of  [Mas- 
sachusetts, sitting  in  Boston.  No  account  of  his 
first  wife,  [Mary,  has  been  preserved,  but  it  is  prob- 
able she  died  after  his  removal  to  Hartford.  Bv  his 
second  wife,  [Mrs.  [Martha  [Mould,  he  had  no  chil- 
dren. Of  the  six  children  of  the  first  marriage 
three  were  born  in  England:  Tvlary  married  Jona- 
than Gilbert ;  Nathaniel  is  mentioned  more  full}-  be- 
low; John  married  Sarah  Bunce :  Daniel  married 
Sarah  Crow;  Sarah  married  Stephen  Taylor  (she 
was  subsequently  remarried )  ;  Jacob,  born  Oct.  8, 
1645,  married  Elizabeth  Bunce. 

(II)  Capt.  Nathaniel  White,  son  of  Elder  John 
White,  was  born  in  England  in  1629,  three  years 
before  his  father  came  to  America.  Bv  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  children  as  follows :  Xa- 
thaniel,  Elizabeth,  John,  [Mary,  Daniel,  Sarah,  Jacob 
and  Josie. 

(III)  Deacon  Nathaniel  White  was  born  at 
[Middletown,  Upper  Houses,  Conn.,  July  7,  1652. 
He  removed  to  Hadley  about  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage to  Elizabeth  Savage,  [March  28.  1678,  and 
died  there  Feb.  15,  1742,  aged  eight-nine  years. 
His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  Nathaniel,  John, 
Sarah,  Josie,  Daniel,  Jacob,  [Mary,  Elizabeth  {2), 
William  and  Ebenezer. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  White,  the  next  in  the  line  or 
descent,  was  born  in  Hadley,  April  9,  1701,  and 
resided  at  the  homestead,  where  he  died  [\Iarch  23, 
1733.  He  was  married,  Oct.  28,  1730.  to  Ruth 
Atherton,  and  had  two  children,  Rachel  and  lih- 
enezer. 

(V)  Ebenezer  White,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  in  Hadley  in  1733,  and  died  Oct. 
II,  1817.    He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.    His  wife  was  Sarah  Church,  of  Am-  | 
herst,  and  they  had  three  children :  Sarah,  Jonathan  I 
and  [Elijah.  I 


(\'I)  Elijaii  White,  our  su'iject's  granilfailier, 
was  born  June  28,  1778,  and  died  Nov.  24,  185O. 
He  was  a  leading  farmer  of  Hadley,  and  was  active 
in  local  politics  as  a  member  of  the  \\  liig  party, 
while  he  showetl  his  patriotism  by  service  iji  the  army 
inlhewarof  1812.  On  Dec. 24. 171)9, he  married  Lucy 
Fierce,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-ftiur  years. 
Her  mother  lived  to  be  over  one  lu;ndred  years 
old,  and  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  all  but 
one  of  whom  lived  to  be  over  seventy-five,  and  that 
one  died  at  forty-five.  Of  the  oth.ers,  four  lived  to 
be  over  ninety  years  old.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Elijah  and  Lticy  White:  Josiah.  our  subject's  fa- 
ther ;  Samuel  Sumner,  deceased,  wdio  was  a  fanner  at 
Hadley,  [Mass. ;  Ebenezer,  who  removed  to  Ra- 
cine county,  \\'is.,  and  died  there;  [Margaret  Smith, 
who  married  Lewis  Tower,  and  died  in  New  York 
State ;  and  Delia,  who  married  Elijah  Stall,  and  died 
in  Hadley,  [Massachusetts. 

(\TI)  Josiah  \\'hite,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Hadley  Aug.  i,  1800,  and  grew  to  manhood 
there,  engaging  in  farming  as  an  occupation.  In 
1S50  he_  removed  to  Racine  county.  Wis.,  and  his 
last  years  were  spent  at  Ov.osso,  Mich.,  where  he 
died  June  5,  1S82,  in  his  eighty-second  year.  He 
was  married,  in  Chesterfield,  [\las5.,  to  Hannah  J. 
Gushing,  who  was  born  in  that  town  Feb.  5,  1798, 
daughter  of  Abel  Gushing  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Wilder.  The  Gushing  family 
has  been  prominent  in  New  England  from  Colonial 
times,  and  her  ancestors  were  earl}-  settlers  at  Hing- 
ham,  [Mass.  She  died  in  1S63,  in  Carson  \'alley, 
Nev.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Amaryllis  Cas- 
sandra, married  Alonzo  Kellogg,  and  died  in  Flad- 
ley,  [Mass.,  aged  twenty-six  \ears;  Harriet  mar- 
ried N.  G.  [Murray,  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio; 
Adaline  married  C.  Frayer,  of  Racine  county,  W'is., 
and  died  in  [Michigan ;  [May,  who  never  married, 
died  in  Nevada,  aged  thirty  years  ;  Susan  died  at 
liadley,  aged  nineteen  years  ;  Josiah,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  below ;  Sarah  niarried  Henry  Towell, 
and  resides  in  [Michigan;  Rununa  married  Flenry 
Williams,  of  [Mason  City,  Iowa  ;  and  Alma  Chris- 
tiana died  wdien  three  years  old. 

(VIII)  Josiah  White  was  born  [May  18,  1831, 
at  the  old  home  at  Hadley,  and  was  editcated  in  the 
common  schools  and  the  academy  at  t'nat  place,  his 
opportunities  being  by  no  means  as  good  as  he  de- 
sired. As  a  scholar  he  was  much  above  the  average, 
his  work  in  mathematics  winning  special  notice, 
and  doubtless,  if  he  could  have  had  the  education 
that  his  talents  justified,  he  would  have  made  a 
brilliant  success  in  pirofessional  life.  At  fifteen  he 
entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's 
trade  with  [Mr.  Griswold,  of  Unionville,  Conn.,  at 
fifty  dollars  for  the  first  three  years,  and  one  htm- 
dred  dollars  for  the  fourth  and  fifth.  On  com[)'et- 
ing  his  term  he  followed  the  tracle  as  a  journey- 
man, locating  first  at  Somers,  where  he  spent  eight- 
een years,  and  wdicre  he  was  in  independent  busi- 
ness. On  April  20,  1869,  he  removecl  to  Windsor, 
where  he  bought  a  farm,  and  during  the  next  nine 
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years  lio  ilovotcd  his  time  to  at;TieuIt\ire.  11c  then 
sold  his  proiicrty  ami  settled  in  \\  indsor  vilhiue,  . 
where  Ik-  soon  e^tablislied  a  hir^e  business  as  a 
builder.  The  hesi  homes  creetevl  in  tlie  linvn  since 
he  resumed  liis  iratie  have  he^'ii  built  by  Iiim.  and 
his  reliabihty  and  skill  have  bruu;_;ht  him  imjiortant  ' 
contracts  in  oihcr  places,  including  Hartford.  His 
own  residence,  on  Spring-  street,  Windsor,  was 
built  in  1890,  and  is  one  of  the  most  tasteful  and 
coniforlable  homes  in  the  village. 

On  March  16,  1851,  Mr.  White  was  married, 
in  Somers,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Hannah  C.  Tease,  a  na- 
tive of  that  town,  born  March  7,  1S30.    Slie  died 
April  22,  1806,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
the  cemetery  at  Windsor,  where    she    left  m.-iiiy 
friends.    She  was  a  daughter  of  Azel  Pease  and  a  ' 
granddaughter  of  Stephen  Tease,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Somers.    Her  ; 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Ashley,  I 
was  a  native  of  Springfield,  r^Iass.    Four  children  ^ 
have  brightened  our  subject's  home:  (i)  liattie  M. 
died  aged  thirty-two  years.    (2)  Charles  J.,  fur-  | 
nierly  a  carpenter  at  \\  indsor,  died  !March  24,  1886,  \ 
leaving  seven  children.     (3)  Xellie  A.  married  W.  } 
C.  Faxon,  of  Hartford.     (4)  iMiss  3.1ay  A.  is  at  • 
home.    The  family  is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  | 
our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  i 
Church,  to  which  his  lamented  wife  also  belonged,  j 
He  is  identified  \\\x\\  the  Temple  of  Honor,  and  at  \ 
times  has  held  oftice  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  served  | 
as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Council.    He  was  a  ! 
charter  member  of  Custer  Council,  O.  LI.  A.  31., 
at  Hartford,  and  in  his  vounger  davs  was  an  active  : 
worker  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  united  with  Toti-  [ 
tuck  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  at  Somers,  and  on  one  occasion  ! 
he   represented   same  in  the  Grand  Lodge.     Po-  I 
litically  ^Ir.  White  is  a  Prohibitionist,  but  in  former 
years  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  As 
he  has  never  used  liquors  or  tobacco  he  can  ap- 
preciate the  benefits  of  temperance,  and  his  vigorous  ■ 
health,  in  spite  of  his  hard  work  and  his  sixty-eight 
years,  furnishes  an  excellent  illustration    of  the 
worth  of  his  theories.    In  manner  he  is  quiet  and 
unassuming,  but  he  has  a  high  reputation  as  a  ■ 
citizen.    His  leisure  time  has  always  been  given  to 
reading,  and  his  remarkable  memory  has  enabled 
him  to  acquire  a  wide  range  of  knowledge  on  gen- 
eral topics. 

SOLOAION  RICHARDS,  a  well-known  grain 
dealer  of  Unionville,  w^ho  has  for  almost  half  a 
century  been  actively  and  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  that  place,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Farmineton,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.. 
April  23,  1829.  His  father,  George  Richards,  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  Ivlay  25,  1799,  and  was  a 
son  of  Solomon  Richards,  a  native  of  Wyoming, 
Penn.,  whose  father  was  killed  in  the  Wyoming 
massacre.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject's 
grandfather  came  with  his  family  on  foot  to  Mid- 
dletown,  Conn.,  and  for  many  years  resided  on  the 
place  now  owned  by  our  subject,  where  he  was  en-  i 


gaged  in  farming.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eigtU}--one  years.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Wood- 
ruff, uf  l'"armington,  antl  to  tiK-in  were  born  three 
children:  Tatty,  Mary  and  George. 

George  Richards,  the  only  son,  and  the  father 
of  om-  subject,  acquired  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Farmington,  and  when  a 
young  man  engaged  in  teaching  school.  In  1S32 
he  purchased  a  half-interest  in  property  at  Union- 
ville.  on  which  stood  a  mill,  which  v^as  enlarged, 
and  wliich  burned  Jan.  9,  1887.  As  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Young  &  Richards,  he  continued  mill- 
ing until  i847'wlKn  he  purchased  his  partner's  in- 
terest. He  served  as  postmaster  of  Unionville  from 
the  establishment  of  the  oflice  at  that  place  until  the 
close  of  President  Johnson's  administration  in  iSoS. 
and  always  took  quite  a  prominent  part  in  public 
attairs.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  that  place,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  building  committee  when  the  first 
house  of  worship  was  erected.  His  death  occurred 
in  18S0,  and  his  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was 
^iliss  Lucy  Williams,  of  Xew  Hartford,  died  in 
1878.  They  had  three  children :  Lucas,  who  died 
in  December,  1S95 ;  Solomon,  our  subject;  and 
!Milo,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Solomon  Richards  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Farmington,  and  later  at- 
tended the  grammar  schools  of  Hartford.  In  July, 
1S51,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  firm  of  George 
Richards  &  Co.,  consisting  of  his  father  and  brother, 
Lucas.  Our  subject  is  still  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  is  now  in  partnership  with  Richard 
Condon. 

]Mr.  Richards  was  first  married,  in  Waverly, 
111.,  in  1851,  to  ^liss  ^slargaret  ^I.  [Miller,  by  whom 
he  had  one  daughter,  Xellie  C,  who  was  born  June 
22,  1853,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  B.  Woodruff, 
of  Southington,  Conn.  On  Dec.  30,  185S,  at 
Southampton,  ]Mass.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
!Myra  E.  Lyman,  and  to  them  w-as  born  one  son 5 
George  Lyman,  now  a  physician  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  who  married  ?vlary  Robinson,  and  has  two 
children :  Lyman  G.  and  Helen  Frances.  ]Mr. 
Richards  was  again  married,  Sept.  12,  1876,  in 
I  Leominster,  3ilass.,  his  third  union  being  with  Fran- 
!  ces  A.  Haskell. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Richards  is  a  Re- 
publican.   He  has  been  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  since  1848, 
and  has  been  a  deacon  of  the  same  for  many  years. 
;  Tlis  strict  integrity  and  honorable  dealing  in  busi- 
;  ness  commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all ;  and  he 
;  is  one  of  the  honored  and  liighly-respected  citizens 
i  of  Farmington. 

\       CHARLES  EMERY  ROWLEY  was  born  at 
;  Hebron,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  12,  1854,  a  son  of 
David  Eleazer  Rowley,  and  a  grandson  of  Elizur 
Dunham  Rowley.    His  grandfather  was   a  small 
farmer.   He  married  Lydia  Skinner,  of  Hebron,  and 
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liesidcs  David  E.  his  children  were  as  follows:  John 
Iv. ;  Mary  Iv. ;  limnicline  R.,  who  married  George 
\\'ilcox  :  jnlia,  ilie  wife  of  I'rederick  Miller;  Abhie, 
married  to  Chattield  Russell;  Harriet,  now  Mrs. 
Strickland;  and  Sarah  R.,  who  died  in  childhood. 
Our  s'-ibject  has  a  book  which  has  been  in  the  Row- 
ley family  for  over  one  hundred  years,  and  which 
contains  dates  of  births  in  the  family  as  far  back  as 
1769. 

David  E.  Rowley  was  also  a  farmer.  His  early 
years  were  spent  at  ]\Iidtlle  Haddam.  where  for 
eight  years  he  worked  upon  the  farm  of  an  uncle. 
Returning  to  the  old  homestead,  he  remained  for 
five  years,  when  he  bought  a  small  farm  in  East 
^Berlin.  He  passed  another  five  years  there,  and 
then  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Seldon 
farm,  comprising  about  forty-eight  acres,  in  the 
Beckley  Quarter  of  Berlin  town.  There  he  spent 
the  remaining  twenty-five  years  of  his  life,  devoting 
himself  chiefly  to  the  raising  of  vegetables.  He 
was  a  man  noted  for  his  industry  and  thrift,  and 
■was  reasonably  successful.  He  died  Aug.  8,  1S92, 
of  apoplexy,  aged  sixty-four  years,  four  months. 
His  political  creed  was"  that  of  the  Democratic 
party,  yet  he  was  in  no  sense  a  politician.  Himself 
and  family  were  members  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Church. 

On  Xov.  27,  1S53,  St  East  Hampton,  Conn.,  'Sir. 
Rowley  married  Sarah  Brainard  Rich,  Rev.  ]Mr. 
Tawbush  performing  the  ceremony.  Two  sons 
blessed  this  imion :  Charles  Emerv.  whose  name 
-opens  this  sketch;  and  John  Clarence,  born  ]Mav  12, 
1857,  at  Hebron.  On  Jan.  I,  1889,  the  latter  was 
married,  at  Xorthbridge,  3ilass.,  to  ^Mabel  \'ernon 
Adams,  Rev.  J.  H.  Childs  performing  the  ceremonv. 
They  have  one  son,  Stanley  Edward,  wdio  was  born 
Nov.  2,  1893,  in  the  Beckley  Quarter,  town  of 
Berlin. 

Mrs.  David  E.  Rowley  was  born  Feb.  21,  1833, 
at  Middle  Haddam,  and  her  family  is  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  respected  in  the  county.  Her  parents 
■were  Oliver  and  iviolanthy  Rich,  the  former  of  whom 
died  Nov.  19,  1848.  aged  thirty-nine  years,  the  lat- 
ter Feb.  7,  1S69,  aged  fifty-six.  Thev  had  a  familv 
of  eight  children:  Nelson  W'.,  born  June  29,  1S31, 
died  Oct.  18,  1864;  Sarah  B.,  born  Feb.  21,  1833; 
Asel  J.,  born  Sept.  21,  1834  (deceased)  ;  Benjamin 
F.,  born  Oct.  G,  1836;  Susan  E.,  born  Oct.  3,  1840 
(married  Warren  U'right)  ;  James  S.,  born  June 
^9,  1842;  George  A.,  born  Aug.  11,  1844:  and  Fannie 
Lavinia,  born  June  8,  1847 (she  married  Isaac  Bacon, 
and  is  deceased) . 

Charles  Emery  Rowley  lived  at  home  in  the 
Beckley  Quarter,  until  he  arrived  at  man's  estate. 
His  early  educational  advantages  were  not  of  the 
"best,  being  confined  to  attendance  upon  the  district 
schools  and  one  year's  instruction  at  Lee  iVcademy. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  school  to  battle  with 
the  world.  That  he  has  overcome  oljstacles  and 
conquered  success  is  due  to  his  tenacity  of  purpose, 
bis  unflinching  couraee,  and  his  unswerving  in- 
tegrity. After  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  followed  it,  for  a 


tiiue,  at  New  Britain,  going  to  W'aterbury  in  1875. 
In  18S3  he  began  taking  contracts  as  a  carpenter 
and  builder  in  his  own  name,  but  after  two  only 
moderately  successful  years  thus  s]'»ent  he  entered 

I  the  employ  of  Tracy  Brothers,  of  W'aterbury,  witli 

I  whom  he  remained  for  several  years.  The  firm  was 
doing  an  extensive  business,  and  he  worked  for  them 

,  later  at  New  Britain,  living  in  J'lainvillc,  when  he 

j  again  began  business  on  his  own  account.  His 
success  has  been  remarkable.  During  the  last  five 
years  he  has  erected  sixty  houses,  the  first  being 

j  at  the  corner  of  Dwight  and  Stanley  streets,  and 
at  present  (October,  1900)  he  has  four  contracts 

'  under  way,  and  several  upon  which  he  has  not  yet 

i  commenced  work. 

Mr.  Rowley  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading, 

i  solid  men  of  New  Britain.  For  him  the  '"day  of 
small  things,"  which  marked  the  incipiency  of  his 

1  business  career,  has  become  a  mere  memory  of  the 

!  past.  Industry,  integrity,  and  sound  judgment  and 
common  sense,  have  been  the  foundation  stones  upon 
which  he  has  built  his  success.  Politically  he  is 
a  Democrat,  although  on  local  issues  he  is  no  blind 
partisan.    He  is  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  serv- 

i  ices  of  the  ^Methodist  Church,  of  New  Britain,  and 

i  is  a  member  of  Flarmonv  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  & 

!  A.  M. 

i  Mr.  Rowdey  was  married,  in  Waterbury,  March 
!  8,  1884,  to  Adah  Leona,  a  daughter  of  ^Myron  C. 
'  and  Susan  H.  Teeter,  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Anderson 

performing  the  ceremony.  To  this  union  came  one 
'  daughter,  Adah  Susan,  born  July  9,  1S85,  in  W'ater- 
;  bury,  who  died  there  Feb.  17,  1SS6. 
^  iMrs.  Rowley  was  born  Sept.  17.  1848.  in  the 
;  town  of  Salisbury,  daughter  of  ]\Iyron  C.  Teeter, 
[  who  was  born  Aug.  16,  18 17,  in  New  York  State, 
I  and  died  June  9,  1883,  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  He 
:  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  On  Oct.  9,  1843.  1"^^  was 
i  married,  by  Esquire  Barlow,  of  Oblong,  to  Susan 
!  Husted  Barlow,  who  was  born  July  7,  1828,  in  Salis- 
'  bury,  and  is  still  living,  married  to  her  third  hus- 
1  band.  ^Mr.  and  !\Irs.  Teeter  had  a  family  of  three 
I  children:  John  Milton,  born  July  7,  1844,  served 
1  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  June  9,  1863,  at 
I  the  battle  of  Cold  tiarbor ;  Adah  Leona  is  the  wife 
j  of  our  subject;  Susie  Angeline,  born  July  3,  1852, 

at  Cornwall  Bridge,  town  of  Sharon,  Litchfield  Co., 

Conn.,  was  married,  April  14,  1870,  in  W'insted,  to 
;  Edward  Scott  Wheeler,  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  Rev. 
;  Charles  \\'eatherby  performing  the  ceremony.  Mr. 
!  Wheeler  is  a  pinmaker  in  the  New  England  Pin 

Factory,  Winsted,  where  he  has  been  employed  for 
j  thirty-three  years,  and  is  a  very  industrious  work- 
I  man.    His  father,  the  late  W  illiam  Wheeler,  of 
I  Southbury,  carried  on  blacksmithing. 
I 

1       WILLIAAI  BROWN  De  BLOIS,  late  an  offi- 

;  cer  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  at  Wethers- 
field,  and  a  worthy  citizen  of  that  town,  was  born 

j  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Jan.  15,  1830,  of  French  de- 
cent,  being  able  to  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  Stephen, 

'  king  of  England.    His  grandfather,  Stephen  De 
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Bluis.  was  a  native  of  l-"ranco,  and  bolini;oil  to  a 
llni;uonot  faniilv.  He  was  a  i^entlenian  of  leisure, 
and  on  ctnninj;;  to  this  country  made  his  lionie  in 
Newport,  Rhode  island. 

John  De  lUois.  father  of  our  sul)jeet.  wa.-.  also 
a  man  of  leisure,  was  a  \\"hii^  in  polities,  and  an 
Episcopalian  in  religious  belief.  He  made  his  home 
in  Xewjiort.  and  was  numbered  among  its  most 
highly  respected  citizens.  He  married  Aliss  Sarah 
Scott,  who  was  of  Scottish  descent,  and  died  in  New- 
port in  1835,  she  passing  away  in  1S35.  Their  chil- 
dren were  John  and  Louis  George,  both  sea  captains  ; 
Jane,  wife  of  Seth  Scott ;  Edward  T.,  a  merchant 
planter;  and  William  B..  our  subject. 

William  B.  De  Blois  was  only  five  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died.  He  was  educated  in  tlie 
schools  of  his  native  city,  and  there  learned  the  cab- 
inetmaker's trade.  Eor  some  time  he  was  employed  as 
instructor  in  the  cabinet  department  of  the  State 
prison  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  the  same  capacity 
became  in  1856  connected  with  the  Connecticut 
State  Prison,  with  Capt.  \\"dliam  Willard.  Later 
he  was  appointed  an  ofticer  in  that  institution,  which 
position  he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled 
until  189S,  when,  after  thirty-six  years'  connection 
with  State  prison  work,  he  retired,  and  is  now 
spending  his  declinine  years  in  ease  and  quiet  at 
his  beautiful  home  in  \\'ethersfield. 

During  the  Civil  war  ]\Ir.  De  Biois  served  in' the 
Union  army  four  years,  first  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  1st  R.  i.  \'.  L,  under  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Brown  and  Col.  Burnside,  with  which  command  he 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  later 
as  a  member  of  Company  B,  12th  Conn.  \^  L,  under 
Capt.  Grannis  and  Col.  H.  C.  Deming.  He  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Georgia  Landing,  Oct.  27,  1862 ;  was 
present  at  the  capture  of  the  gimboat  "Cotton." 
Jan.  14,  1863 ;  was  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  from 
May  23  to  July  7,  1863 :  at  the  battles  of  V.'in- 
chester,  \"a.,  Sept.  19,  1864.,  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  22, 
1864,  and  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  1864;  and  several 
other  engagements.  He  also  participated  in  the 
grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of 
corporal.  He  is  now  an  honored  member  of  John 
M.  Morris  Post,  No.  66,  G.  A.  R.,  of  W^ethers"field, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  commander,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  highlv  esteemed  citizens  of  his  cori- 
munity.  In  his  political  afiiliation  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  his  support  is  never  withheld  from  any 
enterprise  which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public 
benefit. 

In  Wethersfield,  in  December,  i860,  ]\Ir.  De  Blois 
married  ]\Iiss  ^vlartha  Coleman,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children:  (i)  Edward  A.,  a  gentleman  uf 
good  business  ability  and  genial  disposition,  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  Pope  ^Manufacturing 
Co.,  in  whose  interests  he  traveled  extensively,  sever- 
ing his  connection  with  that  firm  July  5,  1900,  to 
assume  control  of  the  De  Blois  Manufacturing  Co. 
He  is  a  cyclist  of  note,  and  has  won  a  number  of 
prizes  as  a  rider.    (2)  Hettie  Griswold  is  now  the 


wife  of  Lewis  X.  Crane,  iirincipal  of  ih.e  liigh  sciiuol 
at  Eishkill-on-the-1  ludst  ;u,  .\.  V.,  and  thcv  have- 
two  children,  l'ranci.'s  Marian  and  Lewis  l.ie  Dlois 
Crane. 

'  The  Coli:.m.\x  1'".\milv,  to  which  ]\lrs.  De 
I  Blois  belongs,  was  founded  in  Wethersfield  by  John 
I  Coleman,  who  was  married  in  i^vS-  Hannah 
I  Wright,  a  daughter  of  James  Wright.    She  died 

Aug.  I,  1 741.     Their  children  were  Mary,  born  Dec. 

13,  1O95  ;  John,  May  12,  1698;   Jdiomas,  June  6, 

1701  ;  ilannah,  Sept.  25,  1704;  and  Elisha,  Oct.  8, 

I/O/-. 

Elisha  Coleman,  of  this  family,  became  a  farmer 
and  land  owner  of  Wethersfield.  He  married  Ann 
Rose,  and  they  had  three  children :  Peleg,  born  Aug. 
19'  1/3^^;  Ann,  Dec.  22,  1739;  and  Zadock,  Aug. 
27,  1746. 

Peleg  Coleman,  tlic  next  in  direct  descent,  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  m  Wethersfield,  and  died 
April  12,  1823.  He  luarried  Rebecca  Dickinson,, 
i  who  was  born  Feb.  23,  1741,  and  died  1775.  both  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  in  Wethersfield  cemetery.  They 
had  seven  children:  Thomas,  born  Feb.  10,  1761,. 
died  June  i,  1818:  Sarah,  born  Jan.  2,  1763,  died 
^lay  20,  1S48;  Elisha,  born  Jan.  2,  1765,  died  June 
23,  1823;  George,  born  Feb.  4,  1767,  died  ycu.ig; 
Anna,  born  Feb.  23,  1769,  died  Oct.  9,  1850;  George,, 
born  July  10,  1771,  and  John,  born  July  10,  1773. 

Elisha  Coleman,  a  son  of  Peleg  and  Rebecca 
(Dickinson)  Coleman,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Wethersfield,  and  a  farmer  bv  occupation.  Fie 
married  Hannah  Loveland,  who  was  born  in  1765,. 
and  died  l\Iay  5,  1819.  The->-  had  eleven  chiLlrcn: 
John,  born  Jan.  22,  1788,  died  Aug.  13,  1819; 
Horace;  born  Oct.  2^.  itqo,  died  Oct.  16,  18031 
Hannah,  born  Jan.  17,  1792,  m?.rried  Samuel  V.'ood- 
house,  the  grandfather  of  Samuel  N.  Woodhouse, 
of  Wethersfield;  Elisha,  born  Sept.  10,  1794,  died 
Sept.  6,  1795;  Elisha  (2d),  born  ]March  3,  1797, 
died  Oct.  20,  1798;  Abigail,  born  Nov.  29,  1799,. 
married  Nathan  Pelton ;  Eliza,  born  Nov.  20,  1801,. 
married  Henry  Buck,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. ;  Sally, 
born  Dec.  17,  1803,  married  A.  Holmes;  William,, 
born  Dec.  i,  1805,  married  Mehitable  Griswold,. 
daughter  of  Simeon  Griswold,  and  died  xA.ug.  i, 
1839  (these  were  the  parents  of  ^Nlrs.  De  Blois) 
Chauncey,  born  Dec.  3,  1807,  married  (first)  Sarah 
Rose  Willard,  and  (second)  Sarah  Coleman,  and 
had  one  child,  Mary  Robbins,  who  married  John. 
H.  Phelps,  of  Wethersfield,  and  had  one  child, 
Ruth;  and  Maria,  born  Dec.  25,  1810,  died  un- 
married. 

HENRY  DENISON  ALDEN.  One  of  the 
busiest,  most  energetic  and  most  enterprising  men 
of  Enfield  is  Henry  D.  Alden,  an  extensive  brick 
manufacturer.  He  bears  in  his  veins  some  of  the 
best  blood  of  the  early  colonists,  and  is  in  every- 
way a  splendid  type  of  our  best  American  citizen- 
ship. 

Mr.  Alden  w-as  born  in  Enfield,  at  the  home- 
stead where  he  now  resides,  Oct.  7,  1850,  a  son  of 
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Edniuiul  r>.  and  I-'ranot's  Augusta  (Dcnison)  AKlen. 
tlic  fonnor  a  native  of  J-'iiticlil,  tlie  latter  of  Urwcll, 
llradford  Co.,  IVnn.  Tlio  paternal  grandfather, 
Seth  Aklcn.  was  a  son  of  Col.  Amos  .\lden,  who 
was  aniony  the  early  settkrs  of  lintield,  where  he 
beeanie  a  large  land  owner.  'J  he  Colonel  was  a  son 
of  Jonathan  Alden,  who  was  a  son  of  Eleaznr  and 
grandson  of  Joseph  Alden  {2).  The  father  of  the 
last  named,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Joseph,  was 
a  son  of  Capt.  John  Alden.  who  eame  ivom  Lngland 
in  the  "Maytlower"  in  l0_'O,  as  the  list  of  passengers 
shows,  and  loeated  in  I'lyniuuih,  Massachnsetts. 

William  G.  Denison,  cur  subjeet's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  in 
17SS,  married  Jisther  Strickland,  and  died  at  Staf- 
ford, Conn.  His  parents  were  George  and  Abby 
(Palmer  )  Denison,  and  he  traced  his  ancestry  back 
through  the  following  to  George  Denison,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  America:  George  and  Jane 
(Smith)  Denison:  George  and  Lucy  Gallup)  Deni- 
son; William  and  Sarah  (Stanton)  Denison;  and 
George  and  Ann  (Borodell)  Denison.  George 
Denison,  the  last  mentioned,  was  a  pioneer  of 
Roxbury,  ^lass.  His  first  wife,  Bridget  Thomp- 
son, died  in  1O43,  and  he  then  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  served  under  Cromwell  in  the 
army  of  the  Parliament  and  won  distinction. 
Being  wounded  at  Xaseby,  he  was  nursed  at 
the  home  of  John  Borodell  by  the  latter's  daughter, 
whom  he  afterward  married.  With  her  he  returned, 
to  Roxbury,  ]\Iass.,  and  finally  settled  in  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.  He  died  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Oct.  23, 
1694,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  while  visit- 
ing that  village  on  special  business.  His  wife,  Ann 
Borodell,  died  Sept.  26,  171 2,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-seven  years.  They  were  both  remarkable 
for  their  magniricent  personal  appearance,  and  so- 
cially were  quite  prominent  in  Stonington,  where 
Mrs.  Denison  was  known  as  "Lady  Ann."  'Mr. 
Denison  was  a  caotain  of  a  company  of  militiamen, 
and  had  no  equal  in  any  of  the  Colonies  in  success- 
fully conducting  war  against  the  Indians.  3.1iss 
Calkins,  in  her  early  history  of  Xew  England,  says 
of  him :  "Our  early  history  presents  no  character  of 
bolder  and  more  active  spirit  than  Capt.  George 
Denison.  He  reminds  us  of  the  border  men  of  Scot- 
land. In  emergencies  he  was  always  in  demand, 
and  he  was  almost  constantly  placed  in  important 
public  positions." 

Edmund  B.  Alden,  our  subject's  father,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Entield,  where  he  owned  and  op- 
erated a  fann,  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick.  He  died  Eeb.  15,  1895,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  His  children  were 
Henry  D.,  our  subject;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  Rockwell 
B.  Wilson  ;  and  Martha  J. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Henry  D.  Alden  were 
spent  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  always 
lived,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  pul.)lic 
schools  of  Enfield  and  a  private  school  of  Long- 
meadow,  Mass.  He  began  his  business  career  by 
learning  the  art  of  brick-making  under  the  able  in- 


j  struction  of  his  father,  and,  including  the  jieriod  he 
was  associated  with  liim,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
I  manufaciure  of  brick  for  thirty  }  ears.     i  Ue  capacity 
j  of  his  plant  is  2,000,000  brick  annually,  anu  the 
[  product  is  of  the  very  best  qualil}-  ihat  can  be  iiiaile. 
i  Mr.  Akk-n  is  puiilic-spiritcd  and  progressive,  and 
I  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  atlairs  that  pertain  to 
i  thic  welfare  of  the  comnumity  in  general.    He  gives 
j  his  support  to  every  worthy  enterj)rise  for  the  public 
j  good,  and  is  now  most  efliciently  and  acce[)iably 
serving  his  third  term  as  first  selectman  of  Eniiekl. 
Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  religiousiy 
is  a  member  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian  Church. 

I  CHARLES  E.  STRUXZ,  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  E.  D.  Glazier  &  Son's  woolen  iiiill  at 
South  Glastonbury,  and  a  highly-esteenied  citizen 
of  that  place,  was  born  in  Sa.xony,  Germany,  April 
27,  1854. 

\\  lUiam  Strunz,  his  father,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  Kingdom,  where  he  was  employed  at  fac- 
tory work  until  his  emigration  to  America,  in  1S55. 
On  landing  in  this  country  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Warehouse  Point,  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  m  a 
woolen  mill  for  a  time.  He  then  removed  to  Broad 
Brook,  and  for  many  years  was  boss  weaver  or 
overseer  in  the  weaving  room  of  the  Broad  Brook 
Woolen  Alills,  but  spent  his  last  years  in  retire- 
ment from  active  labor.  He  died  in  Broad  Brook, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Windsorville.  In 
his  native  land  he  married  r^Iiss  Louise  Deisner.  who 
was  also  born  in  Saxony,  and  died  in  the  town  of 
Enfield,  Hartford  county,  near  Broad  Brook,  her 
remains  being  interred  beside  those  of  her  husband. 
Their  children  were  as  follows :  Adolph,  a  paper- 
hanger  and  decorator,  living  in  Broad  Brook ;  Her- 
mena,  who  died  unmarried; Otto, who  married  Addie 
Thompson,  and  is  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness in  Bristol;  Charles  E.,  our  subject;  Erank, 
who  married  Lena  Shaynach,  and  is  a  millwright 
in  the  Broad  Brook  mills ;  Albert,  who  is  employed 
as  bookkeeper  in  a  railroad  office  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ;  Henry,  a  lawyer,  who  resides  in  Florida  ;  and 
William,  a  photographer  of  California. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  mere  infant  when 
brought  to  this  countrv  and  is  indebted  to  the 
district  schools  of  Broad  Brook  for  his  educational 
privileges.  After  leaving  the  school  room  he  en- 
tered the  mill  at  that  place,  finding  work  in  the 
carding  room,  and  he  steadily  worked  his  w^y  up- 
ward until  he  became  a  wool  sorter.  Subsequently 
he  spent  a  few  months  in  Colorado,  and  on  his 
return  East  located  in  ^Maynard,  ^^lass.,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a  couple  of  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  went  to  Plymouth,  same  State,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  and  was  next  employed 
as  loom  fixer  in  a  mill  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  for  a 
short  time.  In  1884  he  came  to  Glastonbury  and 
entered  the  service  of  F.  D.  Glazier  &  Son,  as  loom 
fixer,  but  in  1894  was  appointed  superintendent, 
succeeding  Frederick  Dixon,  and  is  now  most  credit- 
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ably  and  accoptaI)ly  fillinQ-  that  position.  lie  is  an 
expert  nieehanic,  one  who  thoronu;liIy  nnderstands 
every  department  of  the  work,  and  is  therefore  well 
qnalihcd  to  till  the  responsible  position  whieh  he 
now  hoUis. 

Jn  1882  Mr.  Strnnz  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  -Mary  Grant,  of  .Maynard,  Mass.,  who  was 
born  in  New  York.  They  have  one  of  the  ir.ost 
pleasant  homes  in  South  Cdastonbury,  and  here  their 
many  friends  are  always  sure  of  a  heart v  weleonie. 
They  are  prominent  members  of  the  South  Glaston- 
bury Gonj^regational  Church,  and  }^lr.  Strunz  has 
held  the  otiiee  of  chairman  of  the  Society  committee. 
Politically  he  is  a  Keoublican. 

CHARLES  FORGOSOX  MORRISON,  fore- 
man of  the  carding-  department  of  the  Hartford 
Carpet  Co.,  of  Thonipsonville,  and  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  that  village,  was  born  at  Xew 
jMills,  near  Ayr,  Scotland,  Oct.  3,  1S31,  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Barber)  ^Morrison,  who  came 
to  America  in  1832  and  located  in  Craftsbury,  \'t. 
For  about  live  years  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
at  Peacham  and  Earnet,  that  State,  and  in  1837 
came  to  Thonipsonville,  Conn.,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Thonipsonville  Carpet  Co.  as  a 
Aveavcr,  remaining  there  until  1839.  when  he  re- 
moved to  Saxonviile,  r\lass.,  where  he  held  a  similar 
position  for  two  years.  He  afterward  worked  in 
Norwich,  Conn.,  Xorth  Grafton  and  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  and  tinally  retu/ned  to  Saxonviile,  where  the 
last  five  years  of  his  life  were  spent,  and  where  lie 
died  in  184S. 

it  was  during  his  infancy  that  Charles  F.  ]\Ior- 
rison  was  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  Xew  England 
at  the  various  places  where  his  parents  resided.  To 
a  limited  extent  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
but  is  practically  self-educated.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  worsted  spinner  at  Greenville,  now  a 
part  of  Xorwich,  Conn.,  where  he  started  a  mill 
as  manag-er  for  Ripley,  Cannon  &  Co.,  and  was  in 
their  employ  and  others  for  six  years,  six  montlis 
of  this  period  being  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
In  the  fall  of  i860  he  went  to  Rifton  Glen,-  Ulster 
Co.,  X.  v.,  where  he  was  employed  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Rifton  Glen  Worsted  !Mills  for  eleven 
years.  In  1871  he  came  to  Thompsonville  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Carpet  Co.,  hav- 
ing now  served  as  foreman  of  their  carding  and 
spinning  department  for  twenty-eight  years.  He 
is  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  department  of 
the  work,  and  is  also  a  most  capable  business  man, 
therefore  well  qualified  to  fill  the  important  posi- 
tion which  he  holds.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Pha-nix  National  Co.  and  the  Orient  Fire  Insurance 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  also  in  the  Canadian  South- 
ern railroad. 

^  Mr.  Morrison  was  married,  Oct.  i,  1854,  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Betsey  (Sliat- 
ixxzk)  Lawrence,  of  Pepperell,  Mass.,  and  to  them 


were  born  four  children:  Elizalielh ;  Charles,  de- 
!  ceased;  Agnes,  who  married  Addison  Brainarcl.  and 
i  died  leaving  one  child,  Agnes;  and  Ida,  deceased. 
I  y\v.  Morrison  and  bis  familv  are  active  and  pronii- 
j  nent  members  of  the  First  I'rcfbyterian  Church, 
j  and  he  is  also  atiVliatetl  with  Doric  Lodge,  X'o.  y|, 
I  A.  I'\  <!v  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer 
I  twenty-three  years.    His  political' support  is  always 
j  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
!  party,  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
I  Enfield  from  1874  for  about  twenty  consecutive 
years,  also  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature during  the  session  of  1877.    Success  is  not 
measured  by  the  heights  which  one  may  chance 
to  occupy,  but  bv  the  distance  between  the  start- 
ing point  and  the  altitude  he  has  reached  ;  therefore 
l\lr.  Morrison  has  gained  a  most  brilliant  success — 
a  just  reward  of  meritorious,  honorable  effort,  which 
commands  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all. 

WILLIAM  MORGAX  LASBURY,  a  native  of 
Broad  Brook,  Hartford  county,  and  superuitend- 
ent  of  the  Broad  Brook  Woolen  ]\Iills,  was  born 
Xov.  15,  1857,  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (^.^or- 
gan)  Lasbury,  and  paternally  is  of  English  de- 
scent. 

George  Lasbury  was  born  in  Bradford,  England, 
j  Sept.  25,  1819,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  thirteen 
j  children.    At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  home  and  school,  in  order  to  earn 
a  trilie  to  aid  in  supporting  himself  and  parents, 
who  were  not  wealthy,  and  whose  family  expenses 
w^ere  constantly  increasing.    He  was  first  employed 
as  a  m.ill  hand,  and  later  as  an  overseer  of  fulling 
in  the  woolen-mills  of  his  native  town.    In  1840 
he  married  Miss  Fannie  Sylcox,  and  one  year  later 
sailed  alone  for  America.    After  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks  he  arrived  in  Boston,  ]\Iass.,  on  the  same 
I  day  his  eldest  child  was  born  in  England,  and  a  year 
\  and  a  half  later  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  child  in 
I  Webster,  Worcester  county,  same  State.    To  this, 
I  his  first  marriage,  were  born  four  children :  Edwin, 
j  living  in  Hartford,  Conn. ;  Elizabeth,  now  deceased  ; 
I  Emma,  married  to  H.  O.  Willey.  and  living  in  Broad 
;  Brook  ;  and  Addie,  deceased.    Mrs.  Fannie  Lasbury 
!  died  about  1853,  and  in  1855  ^^r-  Lasbury  married 
^liss  Sarah  ^Morgan.    This  union  was  blessed  with 
three  children:  Mattie,  living  in  Broad  Brook;  Will- 
iam M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  George  B., 
now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Omaha, 
Xeb.    ^Irs.  Sarah  Lasbury  was  called  from  earth 
;  in  September,  1865.  and  Mr.  Lasbury  afterward 
!  married  Mrs.  Esther  Allen,  widow  of  John  Allen, 
I  who  had  been,  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  ]\Irs. 
'  Esther  Lasbury  is  a  native  of  Broad  Brook :  she  has 
borne  Mr.  Lasbury  four  children,  in  the  following 
order:  Charles  J.,  living  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and 
j  Ralph  C,  James  and  Harry,  still  living  with  their 
parents. 

I  George  Lasbury  was  employed  as  overse.er  of 
fulling  in  the  Broad  Brook  Woolen  for  twenty- 
two  years,  was  temperate,  capable  and  attentive  to 
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liis  duties,  ami,  niorcnvcr,  fruL^al,  saving:  sufficient 
from  his  salarv  to  purchase  a  neat  little  farm  in  the 
south  part  of  Broad  I'rook,  on  which  he  is  now  re- 
siding" in  iK\ace  and  comfort,  lie  is  a  higiily- 
respected  citizen,  and  a  standi  Ripulihcan  in  ])ol- 
itics. 

W'ilh'nm  M.  Lashury  was  educated  in  tlie  pubhc 
schools,  later  attending  th.e  Eastman  Uu.sincss  Col- 
lege at  Poughkecpsic,  X.  Y.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  February,  1S77.  He  then  returned  to 
Broad  Brook,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  with 
liis  brother,  Hdwin,  in  a  general  store;  in  1880  he 
purchased  from  G.  D.  Winslow  a  grocery  store 
on  the  corner  of  }\Jain  and  Canton  streets,  in  Hart- 
ford, but  at  the  end  of  two  years,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  sold  the  business  to  a  Mr.  Peard  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  Belding  Brothers 
&  Co.,  silk  manufacturers  of  Rockville.  In  }vlay, 
18S4,  he  resigned  his  position,  and  in  June  came 
to  Broad  Brook  and  entered  the  Broad  Brook 
Woolen  Mills,  first  as  bookkeeper,  from  which  po- 
sition he  was  advanced  to  that  of  clerk  and  pay- 
master, and  in  1SS8  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  assistant  stiperintendent  under  Alexander  Sem- 
ple;  he  also  served  in  the  same  capacity  under  Su- 
perintendents Buttery,  James  Gilmore,  L.  C.  W  erner 
and  B.  B.  Hanson,  and  at  the  death  of  Agent  Han- 
son, Jan.  II,  iSgS,  was  appointed  to  his  very  re- 
sponsible position.  The  Broad  Brook  Woolen 
Mills  Co.,  it  may  be  added,  is  a  very  extensive  con- 
cern, employs  about  350  hands,  has  a  very  large 
output,  and  owns  most  of  the  larger  business  places 
of  the  town ;  so  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
onerous  and  complex  duties  which  2\lr.  Lasbury  is 
called  upon  to  perform. 

Mr.  Lasbury  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Hart- 
ford, Sept.  27,  iSSo,  to  Miss  Nellie  P.  Davenport, 
a  native  of  Broad  Brook,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry 
A.  and  Parmelia  (Landon)  Davenport,  which  union 
has  been  crowned  with  two  very  bright  and  amiable 
children:  Alma  Louise,  born  Dec.  31,  1883.  and 
Howard  Alonzo,  born  Dec.  24,  1885,  both  still  at- 
tending school.  Air.  Lasbury  and  family  worship 
at  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  clerk, 
and  of  v.diich  his  daughter  is  also  a  member,  and  to 
the  support  of  which  they  contribute  most  liberally. 

Politically  Mr.  Lasbury  is  a  Republican.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Oriental  Lodge,  No. 
Ill,  A.  F.  &  A.  2\L,  of  Broad  Brook.  Socially  he 
and  his  wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  with  their  chil- 
dren, stand  very  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  residents 
of  Broad  Brook,  and  deservedly  so,  as  Air.  Lasbury 
has  taught  his  children  the  sublime  moral  lessen 
which  has  been  the  rule  of  his  life,  and  which  is 
inculcated  by  the  motto  "What  is  worth  doing  is 
worth  doing  well." 

F.  W.  DAXKS,  train  dispatcher  on  the  Central 
New  England  railway,  at  Hartford,  and  founder 
and  proprietor  of  the  Puritan  Bottling  Works  at 
Tariffville,  was  born  in  the  latter  town  Feb.  i, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Closes  ^l.  and  Mary  (Green) 


!  Danks,  natives  of  Kidderminster,  Worcestershire, 
j  England. 

I  Moses  Danks  in  youth  learned  carpet-weaving, 
for  which  indn^ti'y  Kiddermin^ler  is  most  famous, 
was  married  there,  and  in  1859  came  to  the  United 
States,  followed  in  a  short  time  by  his  wife.  He 
located  in  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  later  came 
to  Tariltville,  as  an  expert  on  the  particular  line  of 
velvet  carpet  weaving.  He  had  a  brother,  Walter, 
who  died  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  a  sister  who  was 

[  married,  reared  a  familv  and  died  in  Philadelphia ; 

I  and  he  also  has  two  brothers  and  a  sister  still  resid- 

I  ing  in  England,  the  entire  family  following"  the  car- 
pet industry.  Mr.  Danks  enlisted  in  1861,  in  Com- 
pany D,  Coim.  A'.  L,  at  Hartford  as  private,  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  \"a.,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  1S65,  as  corporal.  After 
making  a  visit  to  Kidderminster,  England,  he  re- 
turned to  Tariffville  and  started  a  hotel,  and  was 
conducting  this  hostelry  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  18S0,  at  the  age  of  foity-five  years,  his  widow 
sur\-iving  until  1S84,  wdien  she  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty.  In  politics  INIr.  Danks  was  a  Republican,  in 
religious  faith  an  Episcopalian. 

F.  W.  Danks,  the  only  child  born  to  liis  parents, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Tariltville, 
with  Miss  ]\Iary  Richards  as  his  first  teacher.  Soon 
after  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he 
entered  the  railway  office  at  Tariffville  (the  Hart- 
ford and  Connecticut  Western),  to  learn  telegraphy 
and  agents'  work,  O.  W.  iNIerrill  being  the  agent. 
When  he  had  become  competent  to  take  charge  of 
an  office  he  was  appointed  agent  at  Chapinville, 
in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  for  the  Hartford  tS: 
Connecticut  Western  road,  but  after  a  few  months' 
work  in  that  village  he  returned  to  Tariffville  and 
worked  as  extra  agent  for  nean  "  a  year.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  went  West,  and  worked  in 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  }*Iinnesota  and  ^Missouri, 
in  both  railway  and  commercial  departments  of 
telegraph  business.  .A  year  later  he  returned  East, 
and  accepted  a  situation  with  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Telegraph  Co.,  at  New  Flaven  as  operator. 
Later  he  went  to  Boston  and  other  places  in  New 
England,  being  employed  in  stock  brokers'  offices, 
for  eighteen  months,  then  \vent  West  again,  and  for 
one  year  worked  for  the  C.  B.  &  O.  Railway  Co., 
at  Kansas  City,  !Mo.,  as  clerk  in  the  local  freight 
department.  On  returning  to  the  East  he  was  em- 
ployed in  stock  brokers'  office  work  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  and  Newburyport,  ^Vlass.,  until  appointed  to 
a  position  in  the  dispatcher's  office  of  the  New  York 
&  New  England  railroad,  at  East  Hartford,  as  op- 
erator and  dispatcher,  later  engaged  with  the  Phil- 
adelphia &  Reading  railroad,  at  Hartford,  as  op- 
erator, and  in  ]Ntarch,  1895,  became  train  dispatcher 
on  the  Philadelphia,  Reading  &  New  England  rail- 
road, at  Hartford,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

In  July,  1898,  Mr.  Danks,  with  a  partner,  started" 
the  Puritan  Bottling  Works  at  Tariffville,  in  the 
mainifacture  of  carbonated  beverages  :  he  soon  after- 
ward became  the  sole  owner.    The  superiority  of  his 
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output  has  given  him  a  hue  of  patronage  equal  to 
that  of  oUlor  competing  tirms,  and,  being  a  younsj 
man  of  decidetl  ]nish  and  energy,  manages  his  bot- 
thng  estah'ishnient  witli  unvarying  success,  while 
still  atteiuling  lo  his  railroad  duties. 

Mr.  Danks  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark's  ^lasonic 
lodge,  at  Simsbury.  and  ;dso  of  Lincoln  Lodge, 
K.  of  1'.,  at  Hartford,  and  in  politics  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  does  not  hokl  himself  bound 
by  party  ties.  He  married  .Miss  Henrietta  Nor- 
ton, of  Xewburyport,  ^lass.,  and  owns  and  re- 
sides in  the  dwelling-  occupied  by  his  father.  Since 
boyhoc'd  h.e  Ikil-  bovn  self-supporting,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  enterprismg  and  reliable 
of  the  younger  business  men  of  Taritfville. 

JULIUS  JACOB  BAXTLE.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Handel)  Bantle.  His  f:uher,  coming  as  a  poor 
young  emigrant  to  Glastonbury,  has  attained  a 
goodly  measure  of  success,  and  the  indomitable 
traits  that  won  him  success  have  been  inherited  bv 
our  subject,  who  is  a  young  and  progressive  farmer, 
following  his  calling  near  the  scenes  of  his  birth  and 
boyhood. 

Mr.  Bantle  was  born  July  5,  i860,  in  that  part 
of  Glastonbury,  known  as  Hopewell,  his  father  then 
being  an  employe  of  the  mill  located  there.  Our 
subject  attended  the  Xaubuc  school,  and  among  his 
teachers  were  ^liss  Helen  \\'adsworth  and  Miss 
Phelps,  now  2\Irs.  George  Hale.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen his  school  days  ended.  He  worked  for  a  time 
on  his  father's  farm,  then  found  employment  at  lov>' 
wages  in  a  factory,  where  he  remained  about  a  year. 
Choosing  farming  for  his  life  work,  he  came  to  his 
present  farm,  cleared  the  land  and  reduced  it  to 
its  present  high  state  of  cultivation,  erecting  sheds 
and  barns,  and  making  other  improvements.  On  Feb. 
22,  18S3,  he  was  married  to  Miss  ^Nlary.  who  was- 
born  July  29,  1861,  a  daughter  of  John  Braasch,  of 
Glastonbury,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with 
one  child,  Jennie,  born  Xov.  17,  1890.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  August,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
James  cemetery,  Glastonbury.  On  ]\lay  23,1900,  ^Mr. 
Bantle  wedded  Mrs.  Helen  Bowers,  who  was  born 
July  19, 1863, a  daughter  of  William  Smith, of  Chap- 
lin, Conn.  The  familv  attend  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  politics  ]Mr.  Bantle  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has 
never  sought  nor  desired  public  office.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  Daskam  Lodge,  X'o.  86,  F.  & 
A.  ]NL  His  well  kept  farm  is  the  best  evidence  of 
his  industry  and  success,  and  he  grows  each  year 
about  ten  acres  of  tobacco. 

FRANCIS  XEWELL  WARXER,  a  leading 
and  prominent  farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  W'ar- 
nertown,  West  Suffield,  is  now  the  oldest  living 
representative  of  the  Warner  family  in  Hartford 
county.  It  is  many  years  since  the  family  became 
identified  with  the  county,  and  its  various  mem- 
bers have  won  for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction 
by  their  intelligence  and  worth. 


Our  subject's  grandfatlier,  Isaac  Warner.  v,as 
the  hrst  to  locate  m  wiuu  is  now  known  as  W'ar- 
nertown,  and  lie  had  two  brothers,  John  and  Kicli- 
!  ard,  who  also  made  their  home  in  West  Surfield. 
I  He  was  a  large  kind  owner  in  the  town,  antl  was 
1  quite  extensively  engaged  m  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.    He  met  witli  excelleiU  success  m 
his  life  work,  and  was  quite  a  iirominenl  man  in 
his  day.    In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  in  re- 
ligious faith  a  Ixajitist.    Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
i  on  their  farm  in  Warnertown,  and  were  interred  in 
I  the  I^'helps  burying  groinid  near  that  place,    in  their 
la:::!'}'  Were  liVr  children:    Curtis,    Isaac,  Julia, 
^laria,  and  Ada  (who  died  young). 

Curtis  Warner,  the  father  of  ctir  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Warnertown,  and, 
receiving  a  good  education  in  llie  district  schools, 
he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
terius.  When  a  young  man  he  also  peddled  tin- 
ware and  Yankee  riotions  in  Connecticut,  [Massa- 
chusetts and  Xew  York,  but  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled down  to  farming-,  buying  a  tract  of  150  acres 
of  land,  known  as  the  Trumbull  farm,  upon  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  prin- 
cipally in  dairying,  stock  raising,  general  fartriing 
and  tobacco  growing.  He  made  manv  improve- 
mentS'Upon  his  place,  and  was  quite  successful  in  his 
business  undertakings.  In  Worthington,  ]\Iass.,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  [Nliss  Permelia  Cush- 
man,  a  native  of  Southwick,  that  State,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Silas  Cushman,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  as  follows:  Charles  C.  (deceased  ), 
who  was  the  father  of  ^Irs.  Edmund  Halladay,  of 
Suffield;  Francis  X'^.,  our  subject;  and  Ellen  }>I., 
wife  of  Jarvis  W.  Case,  a  carriage  manufacturer 
of  West  Suftield.  The  parents  both  died  on  the 
home  farm,  the  father  in  1856,  the  mother  in  1884, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  West  Suf- 
field cemetery.  They  were  sincere  Christians  and 
faithful  members  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  ^Ir.  ^^'arner  was  an  Old- 
Line  Whig. 

Francis  X.  Warner  was  born  Xov.  19,  1830. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Warnertown 
and  also  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suffield, 
after  which  he  successfullv  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Granby,  Conn.,  and  Southwick,  [Mass.  He 
then  returned  to  the  home  farm,  of  which  he  took 
complete  charge  after  his  father's  death,  and  has 
since  continued  to  engage  in  general  farming,  to- 
bacco culture,  stock  raising  and  dairying  with  most 
gratifying  results.  In  1869  he  erected  upon  his 
place  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Warnertown, 
and  has  made  many  other  improvements  thereon. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married,  Oct.  6,  1857,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Hayden,  who  was  born  in  Hartland,  Hart- 
ford county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ransom  B.  and 
Hannah  (Mattocks)  Hayden,  and  granddaughter 
of  Col.  Hayden,  of  West  Hartland.  The  children 
born  of  this  union  were :  Clara  Gertrude,  who  died 
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at  the  ac;c  of  sixlcon  years ;  Arthur  Francis,  a 
farmer,  wlio  married  Ahua  M.  Thompson,  of  Can- 
ton, Conn. :  Lottie  Grace,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of 
live  vears ;  I'anny  May,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
vears;  and  liarrv  Curtis,  wlio  married  JuUth  M. 
Hunt,  of  Soutliwick,  Mass.,  and  hves  on  tlie  home- 
stead of  his  fatlier.  A  granddaugluer,  Grace. lAe- 
lyn,  daugliter  of  Harry  Curtis  Warner,  was  born 
March  18,  1900. 

In  1892  Mr.  Warner  was  elected,  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  to  represent  the  town  of  Sut'tield  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  was  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  that  body  for  one  term.  He  has  served  as 
selectman  for  three  terms  and  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  years,  and  his  official  duties  have 
always  been  most  promptlv  and  ethciently  dis- 
charged. He  possesses  in  a  full  measure  the  tine 
ennobling  qualities  for  which  his  ancestors  were 
noted,  and  though  quiet  and  unassuming  in  man- 
ner he  makes  friends,  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of 
being  able  to  retain  them. 

Col.  Nathaniel  Hayden,  grandfather  of  ]\Irs. 
Francis  X.  Warner,  was  born  in  Torrington,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  March  30,  1775,  a  son  of  Augustin 
and  Cynthia  (Filer)  Hayden.  He  married  Sally 
Ransom,  of  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  county,  who 
died  at  Warehouse  Point,  April  26,  1S73,  aged 
ninety-two  years,  having  long  survived  her  hus- 
band, who  had  passed  away  June  20,  1819,  while 
in  his  forty-fourth  year.  At  one  time  he  was  col- 
onel of  a  regiment  in  his  district.  Their  children 
were  as  follows :  Betsy,  born  Jan.  24,  iSoo,  married 
Elias  Beach,  of  \\'aterbury ;  Ransom  B.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1805,  married 
Sarah  Root;  Austin,  born  ^larch,  1807,  married 
Sarah  Ann  Cook;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  19,  1810,  mar- 
ried Orville  Olmsted,  of  Riverton :  Almira,  born 
Sept.  17,  1812,  married  John  P.  Chapin,  of  Enfield, 
and  moved  to  Ohio;  Emilv.  born  ^lay,  1815,  mar- 
ried Nathaniel  Gaylord,  of  Hartland ;  and  Addi- 
son, born  in  18 17,  married  Harriet  Pierson. 

Ransom  B.  Hayden,  father  of  Mrs.  Francis  N. 
Warner,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1802,  and  died  at  \\'e5t 
Suffield,  in  April,  1886.  Fie  married  Hannah  }^Iat- 
tocks,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Charlotte 
L.,  born  Oct.  25,  1824,  is  now  the  widow  of  T.  J. 
Austin;  Osman  M.,  born  Dec.  29,  1826,  is  living 
in  Laporte,  Ind. ;  Nathaniel,  born  in  May,  1834, 
married  Lizzie  J.  Dodd  ;  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  F.  N.  War- 
ner), born  Oct.  i,  1838;  and  Georgianna,  born  May 
5,  1842,  married  Samuel  Hanchett,  of  Westfield, 
Massachusetts. 

ISAAC  ^l.  QUINN  has  been  engaged  at  farm- 
ing and  carpenter  work  in  the  town  of  Manchester 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  he  is  respected  wherever 
known  as  an  industrious  and  thrifty  man,  and  a 
good  citizen  of  the  community  where  he  has  made 
his  home  for  so  many  years. 

Mr.  Quinn  was  born  jMarch  17,  1840,  at  East 


Hampton,  Long  Island,  on  the  farm  of  his  parents, 
John  and  Eliza  A.  Quinn,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood.  He  received  his  education  in  the  pul)lic 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  having  been  reared 
to  farming  began  work  in  that  line  when  twehe 
years  of  age,  on  Gardiner's  Island.  When  sev- 
enteen he  conmieneed  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
I  at  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 
remaining  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  birthplace  until 
I  i860,  when  he  came  to  Hartford  county,  locating  at 
}  Manchester.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  his 
enlistment,  on  Aug.  11,  1S62,  in  Company  II,  i6th 
Conn.  \'.  I.,  which  was  mustered  in  at  Hartford 
and  sent  first  to  ^\'ashington.  13.  C,  and  thence  to 
Frederick  City,  Md.,  where  he  was  hurt  in  the  knee 
and  sent  to  Baltimore.  He  was  at  Universitv  Hos- 
pital, Newton,  ]\[d..  from  Sei:)t.  17,  1S62,  until  the 
following  ]\Iarch,  rejoining  his  command  at  Sutiolk, 
X3i..  and  subsequently  took  part  in  skirmishes  at 
Sufifolk  and  at  Newbern,  N.  C,  thence  going  to 
Plymouth,  same  State,  where  he  was  on  garrison 
duty.  The  company  was  next  sent  to  Roanoke  to 
relieve  recruits,  and  also  did  garrison  duty  at  that 
place.  Mr.  Quinn  received  his  discharge  June  24. 
1S65,  at  Newbern,  and  returned  to  Manchester, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  has  been  en- 
engaged  at  his  trade  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 
connection  w'ith  general  farming,  having  acquired 
a  neat  farm  of  forty-eight  acres,  which  under  his 
careful  management  has  become  a  well-improved 
and  valuable  piece  of  land.  3,Ir.  Quinn's  prosperity 
has  been  earned  bv  faithful  attention  to  the  demands 
of  his  work  and  well-directed  industry,  which  at  the 
same  time  have  won  him  the  good  will  and  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  he  is 
in  every  wa}'  deserving  of  the  comfortable  income 
which  he  now  enjoys. 

On  Aug.  II,  1862,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ^liss  Julia  E.  Hill.  They  have  no 
children.  "Sir.  and  IVIrs.  Quinn  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Manchester  Center.  Po- 
litically he  sympathizes  with  the  Republican  party. 

JOSEPH  \v^  FIOLCOMB,  a  prominent  farmer 
and  tobacco  grower  of  East  Weatogue,  Simsbury, 
has  risen  steadily  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow^ 
men  by  his  force  of  character,  his  sterling  integrity, 
and  his  active  championship  of  causes  which  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  of  society.  In  his  advance- 
ment he  has  been  ably  seconded  by  a  devoted  and 
intelligent  wife,  who  shares  his  active  and  courag- 
eous nature  and  wdio  is  a  most  worthy  helpmeet. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Granby,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, March  4,  1853,  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Harriet 
E.  (Gavette)  Holcomb,  and  brother  of  Gavette  B. 
Holcomb,  of  East  Weatogue.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  Granby,  and  at  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  Suffield,  under  froi.  Shores,, 
grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  and  remained  with 
his  father  until  of  age.  With  a  taste  for  travel,  he 
visited  Paris,  Edgar  Co.,  111.,  where  he  spent  one 
year,  engaged  in  various  occupations.    Thence  he 
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moved  lo  Texas,  where  lie  spent  some  time.  Re- 
turning' to  Clranhv,  he  remained  on  the  homestead 
initil  i;s8i,  when  lie  eame  lo  l-".ast  Weatogue,  Sims- 
bury,  and  hou!.'lit  a  tract  of  \20  acres,  known  as  the 
liumiih.rev  farm,  where  for  the  past  eighteen  years 
lie  has  heen  engaged  in  tobacco  culture,  dairying 
and  general  farming. 

^Ir.  Holconih  married.  Oct.  ^4,  1S79.  Mary  Ellen 
Lowrev,  born  in  Burlington.  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Elnora  (^Goodselh  Lowrey,  granddaugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Lowrey,  great-granddaughter  of 
Daniel  Lowrey.  who  was  a  corporal  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  great-great-granddaughter  of  Thomas 
Lowrey.  Daniel  Lowrey  was  a  native  of  Hartford 
county,  and  was  of  Irish  and  Scottish  descent.  He 
was  a  land  owner  and  a  farmer  of  the  town  of  Farm- 
ington,  now  Piainviile,  where  he  died  and  was 
buried.  Thomas  Lowrey,  the  grandfather  of  ]\Irs. 
Plolcornb,  was  born  July  21,  177S.  He  removed  in 
1802  from  riamvule  to  \\'higvilie,  where,  in  1S14,  he 
erected  a  shop  and  became  a  cloth  manufacturer, 
and  where  he  continued  in  active  business  until  his 
death,  in  1840.  He  was  buried  in  the  South  cem- 
cterv  of  Burlington.  In  politics  he  was  a  hig, 
and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Baotist  Church  of 
Bristol.  He  married,  Aug.  i,  1S03,  Pattie  Weed, 
•who  was  born  April  3,  1782,  at  Plymouth,  Conn. 
To  Thomas  and  Pattie  Lowrey  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren:  William,  born  June  23,  1804;  Alfred,  father 
of  Mrs.  Holcomb,  born  ]\Iarch  22,  1S06 ;  Annie, 
born  Feb.  6,  1808,  married  Floratio  Sperry ;  Pattie, 
born  3ilarch  30,  iSio,  married  Luther  L.  Tuttle; 
Mary,  born  ^larch  8,  1812,  married  George  Lang- 
•dorn;  Caroline,  born  April  20,  1814,  married  (  first) 
Sheldon  \'ose,  and  (second)  Ed\\ard  Bunnell,  her 
deceased  sister's  husband;  Jennette,  born  May  20, 
1816,  married  Edward  Bunnell;  Thomas,  born  Xov. 
12,  181S;  David,  born  July  2,  1821  ;  and  [Mamre, 
"born  Aug.  I,  1824,  married  \'..H.  Hotchkiss,  of 
New  York. 

.  Alfred  Lowrey,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Holcomb, 
received  only  a  common-school  education.  Pie  ac- 
•quired  the  clockmaker's  trade,  and  in  connection 
with  farming  followed  his  trade  in  the  employ  of 
William  Jones,  and  also  for  himself  at  Whigville 
and  at  Burlington,  where  he  died  July  21,  1S72. 
Lie  was  buried  in  Case's  cemetery,  Burlington.  He 
■married,  at  >>ew  Hartford,  Elnora  Goodsell,  who 
"was  born  in  Xew  Hartford,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jo- 
siah  and  Eunice  (Lester)  Goodsell,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Goodsell  (who  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution),  and  of  Andrew  Lester. 
To  Alfred  and  Elnora  Lowrey  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: Adeline,  wife  of  Alfred  Norton,  of  Bristol; 
Augustus  Alfred,  who  married  Ida  Beach,  and 
lives  at  Whigville ;  Lester  Lewis,  who  married  Lil- 
lian Bunnell,  and  lives  at  Whigville;  Martha,  who 
■married  Arthur  Nearing ;  and  Aviary  Eleanor,  wdfe 
•of  our  subject.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
our  subject  and  wife:  Eleanor  Angelina,  Ethel 
May,  Edmund  Alfred  and  Theona  Lowrey. 

Mrs.   Holcomb  was   educated   in   the  district 


schools  of  Burlington,  Conn.,  and  also  in  the  State 
Normal  School  at  N^ew  Britain,  Conn.,  from  which 
institution  she  was  graduated  in  January,  1876.  She 
'  then  taught  school  in  the  L'nion  District,  Sinisburv. 
S'r.e  is  a  member  of  the  Advanced  Grange,  Sims- 
bury,  of  which  she  served  as  master  one  term,  being 
j  the  firsr  lady  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut  to  fill  that 
I  oflicc!  and  takes  an  active  part  in  tlic  Grange  worl: : 
i  she  i--  also  an  active  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
:  th.e  .\merican  RevolutioP:,  .Vbigail  Phelos  Chapter, 
Simsbury.    .Mrs.  Holcoml)  is  a  lady  of  refined  taste, 
fini^l!ed  education  and  elevated  character.    She  is 
dee])ly  attachcxl  to  home,  husband  ami  family. 

Our  subject  served   as  deputy  sheriff   for  six 
1  years  under  Sheriff  Preston.    He  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
\  crat,  but  not  a  seeker  for  political  preferment.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  ^iL,  St. 

■  Mark's  Lodge,  Simsbury,  and  is  also  a  leading  niem- 
[  ber  of  the  Grange.  His  wife  and  eldest  daughter 
I  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

I 

!  JAMES  ORRIX  HASKINS,  a  leading  tobacco 
I  grower  and  general  agriculturist  of  Sufiield,  is  a 
j  native  of  the  town,  born  Feb.  21,  1859.  He  was 
I  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  Connecti- 
j  cut  Literary  Institute,  and  this  instruction  was  sup- 
I  plemented  by  an  attendance  at  the  Eastman  Busi- 
I  ness  College,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which 

he  was  graduated.  Fie  remained  under  the  pa- 
i  rental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
j  embarked  in  a  business  career  on  his  own  account, 
i  purchasing  thirty-five  acres-  of  his  present  farm 
j  from  E.  A.  Fuller ;  the  balance  of  the  place  is 
j  known  as  the  John  A.  King  farm,  and  here  he  has 
I  since  industriously  devoted  his    attention    to  the 

branches  of  agriculture  already  mentioned,  and  also 
I  to  dairying  to  a  considerable  extent.  Fie  is  noted 
j  for  his  honesty  and  honorable  dealing,  and  through 
I  his  personal  efforts  he  has  succeeded  in  erecting 
I  one  of  the  most  pleasantly  located  homes  in  Sufneld 
'  township,  fitted  with  modern  improvements.  He 
I  has  also  erected  sonie  of  the  largest  tobacco  sheds 
I  in  the  town,  one  being  34x160  feet  in  dimensions; 

another  34x80 ;  two  22x48 ;  and  one  30x40,  all  be- 

■  ing  supplied  with  the  most  effective  accessories. 
)  He  now  operates  140  acres  of  land,  and  his  phe- 
j  nomenal  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  good  man- 
i  agement  and  foresight. 

I  Mr.  Haskins  is  one  of  the  leading  and  most 
I  popular  Democrats  of  his  tov.-n.  In  1897  he  was 
j  elected  selectman  of  Suffield,  and  came  within  only 
1  thirty-three  votes  of  being  selected  chairman  of  the 
i  board,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  body  was 
I  almost  purely  Republican.  He  was  re-elected  to 
i  the  office  in  1898,  and  by  the  same  sweeping  popti- 
i  lar  vote.  He  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
j  school  board,  is  the  present  treasurer  of  same,  and 
I  one  of  its  trustees,  and  in  1888  was  nominated  by 
j  the  Democracy  as  its  candidate  for  the  State  Legis- 
j  lature.  However,  the  town  being  overwhelmingly 
'  Republican,  he  was  defeated.    For  ten  years  he  was 


ji 
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also  a  registrar  of  votes  in  Sufliold.  Ho  has  likewise 
filled  several  positions  of  honoi  and  trust  in  business 
institutions,  beini;-  a  trustee  of  the  Suffield  Sav- 
ini;"S  IJank,  and  a  member  ot  ihc  linancial  com- 
mittee; secretary  of  the  Kent  Library  committee; 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Sufrield  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  h;'.s  l)een  ^ecretarv  for  the  past 
six  years,  ami  is  the  present  treasurer;  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Xew  England  Tobacco  Growers  Associa- 
tion. He  belongs  to  the  O.  L'.  A.  M.,  of  Suftield. 
He  has  been  very  active  in  support  of  all  measures 
that  tend  to  liie  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  com- 
munity. 

The  marriage  of  }ilr.  Haskins  took  place  at 
Westlield,  Mass.,  in  to  ^liss  Emma  E.  Bush, 

daughter  of  Seth  Bush,  a  well-known  citizen  of  that 
place,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  child  that 
died  in  infancy.  ^Irs.  Haskins  is  a  highly  intelli- 
gent and  refined  lady ;  she  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Ashel  Bush,  grandfather  of  -virs.  Haskins,  was 
a  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  native  of 
Westfield,  ^lass.,  where  he  was  a  holder  of  a  large 
farming  estate,  and  verv  prominent  as  a  citizen. 
He  married  ^liss  Sallie  Xoble,  by  whom  lie  had  six 
children:  Seth,  Ashel,  Luke,  Edwin,  Alarv  i^who 
married  Thomas  O.  Kneil),  and  Amelia  (who  mar- 
ried Ephraim  Crary).  The  father  of  this  family  was 
an  ardent  Jettersonian  Democrat ;  both  he  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  old  homestead,  and  their  rem.ains 
lie  interred  side  by  side  in  the  Westfield  cemetery. 

Seth  Bush,  the  father  of  ]\Irs.  Haskins,  was 
born  in  Westfield,  ]Mav  5,  1S20,  and,  although  his 
schooling  was  quite  limited,  was  a  man  of  close 
observation,  kept  well  posted  on  the  current  events 
of  his  day,  and  was  a  progressive  farmer,  making 
a  specialty  of  fattening  cattle ;  in  1878  he  shipped 
to  the  English  markets  eighteen  head,  the  combined 
weight  of  which  was  36,300  pounds.  He  also  culti- 
vated tobacco  extensively,  and  was  known  as  the 
"Prince  of  Tobacco  Growers"'  of  +he  Connecticut 
Valley.  On  Jan.  20,  1847,  married  ^liss  Lucy 
A.  Kellogg,  a  daughter  of  Alva  Kellogg,  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Southwick,  2\Iass..  and  this  marriage 
was  blessed  with  five  children :  Homer,  a  farmer  of 
Westfield,  Mass. ;  Lucy  A.,  single ;  ^lary  K.,  wife 
of  E.  S.  Chipley,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Emma  E.,  the 
wife  of  Air.  Haskins;  and  William  S.,  still  on  the 
old  homestead.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
in  June,  1894,  the  mother  in  1895,  and  their  re- 
mains lie  interred  in  Pine  Hill  cemeterv,  at  West- 
field. 

James  O.  Haskins,  beside  being  one  of  the  most 
popular  residents  of  Suffield,  is  one  of  the  mo.st 
charitable  and  progressive,  and  he  and  his  wife  en- 
joy the  unfeigned  friendship  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, although  here  and  there  might  be  found 
a  few,  who  may  not,  like  the  majority,  hold  ^Slr. 
Haskins  in  high  regard  on  account  of  political  dif- 
ferences; outside  of  party  antagonism,'  however, 
he  has  not  an  enemy  in  the  world. 


MORTON  SANFORD.  The  family  of  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  worthy  and  repre- 
sentative member  has  possessed,  in  combination 
with  talent  of  a  higli  oriler,  an  energy  and  capacity 
for  work  that  lias  given  it  prominence  through  gen- 
erations. At  tile  age  of  seventeen  !Mr.  Sanford  ran 
awav  from  home  to  enter  the  service  of  his  coun- 
tr\-.  His  father.  Dr.  (ieorge  W.  Sanford,  was  for 
mail}-  years  one  of  the  most  distinguished  medical 
practitioners  of  Hartford  county.  His  grandfather, 
Joseph  Sanford,  was  a  contractor  during  the  war 
of  1812.  Our  subject  is  at  present  keeper  of  the 
State  poor  farm,  a  work  with  which  at  similar  in- 
stitutions various  members  of  the  family  have  been 
long  and  most  successfully  engaged. 

Joseph  Sanford,  the  grandfather,  was  a  native 
of  East  Granville,  ]Mass.  There  he  acquired  the 
tanner's  trade,  and  for  his  time  carried  on  in  that 
town  quite  an  extensive  business.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  maae  a  large  contract  to  supply  the  gov- 
ernment with  leather,  and  invested  a  large  amount 
of  money  in  liides ;  but  at  that  time  the  process  of 
tanning  was  slow,  requiring  a  year  to  convert  hides 
into  leather,  and  the  war  closing  before  he  had  com- 
pleted his  contract  he  sustained  a  heavy  financial 
loss.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  a 
small  farm  near  Bloomheld,  Conn.,  purchased  for 
him  by  his  son,  George  W.  Joseph  Sanford  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Churcn.  He  mar- 
ried Hopie  Wilmot,  a  native  of  Northfield,  Conn., 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows:  George 
V\\,  rhe  father  of  our  subject;  Llopie,  who  married 
a  ^.Ir.  Trumbull,  and  removed  to  Ohio ; Hannah,  who 
married  Henry  Xeil,  of  Sherborn,  ]Mass. ;  Roena, 
who  married  Reuben  Barker,  and  removed  to  ]\Hch- 
igan ;  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  D.  (2), 
who  married  }vlary  Smith,  was  at  one  time  a  mer- 
chant of  Tariffville,  and  later  resided  at  Granby, 
Conn. ;  and  a  daughter  who  married  a  IMr.  Botham. 
Joseph  Sanford,  the  father  of  these  children,  died 
about  1846,  and  w-as  buried  at  Tariff ville. 

Dr.  George  W.  Sanford,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Dec.  20,  1807. 
He  received  a  good  education,  completing  a  course 
at  Dr.  Cooley's  classical  school,  at  East  Granville, 
Mass.,  graduating  in  1827,  studied  medicine,  and 
several  years  later  began  its  practice  at  Granville, 
3ilass.  In  1836  he  graduated  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  Williams  College.  Shortly  before 
1830  he  located  at  Tariffville,  where  he  continued 
in  active  practice  for  over  sixty  years.  \\'hile  on 
his  way  to  Tariffville  he  passed  through  the  toll- 
gate  at  Xorth  Bloomfield  without  paying  toll.  As 
he  passed  on  a  young  lady  who  was  attending  the 
toll-gate  rushed  after  him,  and  threatened  to  pros- 
ecute the  young  physician  if  he  did  not  m.ake  the 
legal  payment.  The  Doctor  related  the  incident  to 
a  friend  wnom  he  met  a  little  later  along  the  road, 
expressed  his  admiration  for  the  girl,  and  said  he 
intended  to  make  her  acquaintance.  She  was  Miss 
Jane  Elizabeth  Adams,  born  in  Bloomfield,  Conn., 
Sept.  II,  1813,  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Catherine 
(Eno)  Adams.  The  acquaintance  was  made,  ripened 
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into  love,  aiul  Dr.  Sanl'ori.1  man  icvl  the  young  lady 
Fob.  4.  1S30. 

The  extended  practice  of  Dr.  Santord  at  Taritt- 
ville  was  eminently  successful,  and  he  (juiekly  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  rhe  town.  In 
1835  he  became  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society  {cit  the  time  of  his  death  being  its 
oldest  living  member),  was  elected  presideiu  of  the 
societv  in  1874,  and  again  in  18S1  ;  was  a  member 
of  the  State  ^letlical  Society,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  During  President  Grant's  ad- 
ministration ne  was  sent  to  Washington  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  American  Medical  Association.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  His- 
tory of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institute. 

The  latter  years  of  Dr.  Sanford's  life  were 
marked  bv  a  misfortune,  which,  however,  did  not 
deter  him  from  continuing  his  practice.  In  1S85 
he  became  totally  blind.  He  was  thrown  from  his 
carriage  Feb.  21.  1883,  aiid  again  on  Alay  3,  of  the 
same  year,  the  shock  causing  a  congestion  of  the 
nerve  of  the  eye,  which  produced  blindness.  Yet 
he  continued  to  practice.  His  patients  visited  him, 
and  he  diagnosed  many  cases  while  blind,  as  his 
skill  was  most  remarkable.  His  usefulness,  how- 
ever, was  not  limited  to  his  profession.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  society,  and  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  accomplished  great  good.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  often  when  the  church  was  in  debt 
and  in  urgent  need  of  funds  he  at  his  own  expense 
and  inconvenience  made  trips  and  solicited  funds. 
In  politics  he  was  a  ^^'hig,  and  later  a  Republican. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
was  pcstm.aster  during  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents Flarrison  and  Tyler,  for  fiftv  years  was  school 
visitor,  and  for  several  years  v.-as  keeper  of  the  town 
poor.  He  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
three  terms,  in  1845,  and  1875.    I'"'  1S45  he 

was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Banks,  and  dur- 
ing the  two  later  terms  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  Humane  Institutions.  He  was  widely  knov.m 
throughout  the  coimtry,  and  numbered  among  his 
friends  many  prominent  men.  Fraternally  he  was 
a  Freemason. 

The  children  of  George  W.  and  Jane  Eliza- 
beth (Adams')  Sanford  were  as  follows:  (i)  Jane 
Geraldine,  born  June  16,  1831,  married  Charles  L. 
Roberts,  both  dying  at  Tariffvillc.  (2)  George 
Ambrose,  born  Xov.  26,  1832.  died  of  typhoid  fever 
at  Tariffville  Feb.  5,  1851.  (3)  Joseph  \\'illis,  born 
Sept.  I,  1835,  is  now  factory  forenian  at  ^^  atcr- 
bury.  Conn.,  havmg  charge  of  all  outside  work  for 
the  Scoville  ^Manufacturing  Co.  He  married  Emma 
Woodward,  of  Hartford,  bv  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Frank  Willis.  She  died  Xov.  17,  1867,  and  for 
his  second  wife  he  m.arried,  Oct.  24,  1871,  Susan 
Goodman,  who  bore  him  one  daughter,  Mary  Ellen. 
(4)  Marvin  H.,  born  Sept.  20,  1837,  died  Dec.  8, 
1896.  (5)  James  Homer,  born  :May  8,  1840,  died 
March  25,  1892,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  street  department. 


I  (6)  Oiihelia,  born  April  15,  1842,  died  of  typhoid 
i  fever  Sept.  lO,  18110.  .Muriou  is  the  subject  of 

!  this  sketch.     (8)   Mary,  born  July  11,  1841'),  died 
j  Feb.  8,  1847.    (())  .Mary  Alice,  born  Xov.  27,  J847, 
I  died  July  11.  it;48.    (lo)  Henry  W.,  born  Feb.  4, 
i  1850,  a  resident  of  X'ew  Haven,  was  for  many  years 
:  keeper  of  the  almshouse  there,  and  is  now  super- 
I  intendent  of  the  Xew  Haven  Ice  Co.  (il)  George 
Ambrose  (2),  born  Aug.  15,  1852,  is  a  resident  of 
\\'insted,  Comi.    (12)  Ellen  B.,  born  < Jct.  28,  1855, 
died  Aug.        1870.    The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Sanford 
dieil  March  9,  ibrp  and  for  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Ada  L.  Eno,  who  now  survives,  a  resident  of 
Xew  Britain.'  Dr.  Sanford  died  at  Tariltville  Sept. 
23.  1892,  aged  cighty-£ve  years,  and  in  his  death  the 
town  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  residents. 

Dr.  Sanford  commanded  universal  resj:iect.  He 
was  kin.d  and  benevolent  in  disposition,  and  his 
deliberate  judgment  and  advice  were  greatly  sought. 
He  stood  foremost  in  the  community  as  a  pulilic- 
spirited  man,  in  ecclestiastical  and  mimicipal  af- 
fairs, as  well  as  in  his  profession.    He  was  very 
I  popular,  and  unselfish  to  a  marked  degree.    He  de- 
I  lighted  in  rendering  a  service  to  others,  though 
I  often  at  great  inconvenience  and  expense  to  him- 
j  self.    His  faculties  were  unimpaired  to  the  last,  and 
he  retained  through  life  the  kind  regard  and  re- 
j  spect  of  the  people  whom  he  had  known  and  served 
I  for  over  sixty  years. 

I       ^Morton  Sanford,  our  subject,  was  born  at  Tar- 
j  iffville  July  16,  1844.    He  received  in  his  boyhood  a 
I  good  common-school  education,  and  among  his  early 
I  teachers  were  D.  B.  Rice,  -Miss  ]Mary  Pease  and 
j  IMiss  Ellen  Holcomb.    Fie  attended  the  academy  at 
j  Tariffville  at  the  time  Xorman  Sackett  was  at  the 
j  head  of  it,  and  then  became  a  student  at  the  Bloom- 
!  field  Academy,  where  3.1r.  Shumley  taught.  W'hen 
not  attendinsT  school  he  was  working  on  the  farm. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age,  .on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  ne  went  away  from  home,  and  at 
}kleriden  endeavored  to  go  out  as  hostler  in  the 
First  Connecticut  Light  Artillery.    The  following 
year  he  enlisted,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  E, 
25th  Regiment,  Conn.       I.,  Col.  George  P.  Bissell. 
His  first  engagement  was  a  skirmish  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.    Leaving  that  city,  the  regiment  made 
a  feint  at  Port  Hudson,  and  there  our  subject  saw 
the  entire  fleet  pass  up  the  river,  and  saw  Lieut. 
George  Dewey  blow  up  the  gunboat  "jMississippi."' 
He   remained    with   his   company   and  regiment 
i  through  all  its  campaigns  and  engagements,  until 
I  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
j  Aug.  26,  1863.    He  had  been  promoted  to  corporal 
I  at  Irish  Bend,  April  14,  1863. 

I        Returning  to  Tariffville,  ]Mr.  Sanford  clerked 
one  year  in  the  store  of  D.  C.  Hayes.    Thence  he 
engaged  in  farm  work,  but  later  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  with  J.  F.  Smith  &  Co.,  Xew  Hartford, 
!  where  he  remained  five  years.    After  again  working 
!  on  the  farm  for  a  short  time  he  returned  to  Xew 
I  Hartford,  and  took  charge  of  the  town  poor,  re- 
I  maining  in  that  work  until  Xovember,  1896,  when 
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Ik-  rosii^ncd  lo  take  charge  of  the  inslilulicn  at  Tar- 
ilYvillo  wncro  the  Stale  ixior  arc  sheltered  aiul  eared 
for,  a  well-known  instilntion,  which  hatl  previously 
been  in  charge  of  his  l)roilier.  Marvin  Jl.  Sanfor<l. 
In  February,  ib^oS,  after  fillinL;  this  inisitiun  tor 
more  than  a  vear,  he  entered  intv>  a  eoniraei  with 
the  State  to  keep  the  State  j^'or  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  In  connection  with  ihi-^  work  he  carries  on 
a  farming  and  dairying  business,  and  in  lie  en- 
gaged also  in  the  ice  business  at  raritlvilie. 

Mr.  Sanford  married,  Jan.  22.  iS(y>.  at  Bloom- 
field,  Miss  Mary  A.  Goodman,  who  was  horn  at 
^\'est  Hartford  Jan.  5,  1S-14.  eldest  of  the  two 
daughters  of  James  and  Sally  (,'iuttle)  (ioodman. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer,  aiul  her  sister,  Susan  A., 
married  Joseph  \\'.  Sanford,  of  \\'aterl)ury.  ]5efore 
her  marriage  Airs.  Sanford  had  attended  the  Bloom- 
field  Academy,  and  taught  school  at  Bloonifield  and 
West  Hartford.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born  five  children:  Jane  E.,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  W. 
West,  a  Baptist  minister ;  Edward  M.,  at  home ; 
Frederick  ]\L,  a  medical  student  at  \\  estern  Penn- 
sylvania Medical  College;  Ada  L.,  at  home;  and 
William  A.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Sanford  is  a  Republican.  He 
served  three  rears  as  constable,  and  was  re-elected, 
but  declined  to  serve  longer.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Joseph  Toy  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Simsbury. 
Himself  and  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  filled  various  of- 
fices, and  for  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school. He  is  an  earnest,  influential,  highly- 
respected  citizen,  and  his  familv  is  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  social  life  of  Tarittville. 

WILLI A^I  H.  PEASE.  The  biographies  of 
successful  men  teem  with  illustrations  that  those 
traits  of  character  which  seem  most  widely  dis- 
tributed, and  ni03t  easily  acquired,  are  most  fruit- 
ful of  prosperity  and  progress.  Energy  and  good 
judgment,  apulication  and  intelligence,  are  the 
weapons  with  which  adverse  fate  can  be  fearlessly 
faced  and  vanquished.  These  dominant  traits  won 
for  the  father  of  our  subject  a  position  of  worth  and 
independence.  Thev  have  happily  marked  the  con- 
tinued success  of  his  son. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Simsbury 
(now  Bloomfield)  ^March  15,  1845,  son  of  Edward 
and  Mary  (Kenworthy  )  Pease.  Edward  Pease  was 
born  in  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  ^lay  15,  18 10, 
son  of  English  parents.  His  father,  William  Pease, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  the  son  of  an  Eng- 
lishman, who  at  one  time  owned  a  large  tract  of 
land,  upon  wliich  now  stands  the  city  of  Leeds, 
England.  William  lived  at  Xorwich,  England,  and 
there  married  Isabella  Barker.  He  removed  1.0 
Ireland  to  take  charge  of  a  factorv  as  superintend- 
ent, and  there  died  wdien  Edward,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  but  si.x  weeks  old.  Edward  Pease 
was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ireland,  anrl 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  came  to  .-\merica.  A 
hand  weaver  of  broadcloth  bv  trade,  he  found  em- 


j)Ioyment.  at  Middletown,  Conn.  .\  few  years  after 
his  arrival  in  America,  on  June  9,  183-',  at  \\  are- 
house  Point,  Conn.,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Jt^Jin  Kenworthy.  .^lie  was  bi.irn  in  i'.ngland.  and 
came  to  the  L'liited  States  with  lier  father  from 
Yorlcshire,  iingland. 

Afier  his  marriage  Edward  Pease  settled  in  Tar- 
ittville, and  remained  there  until  the  panic  of  1837 
closetl  the  woolen  mills  and  threw  him  out  of  em- 
ployment. Possessing  some  means,  the  acquisition 
of  a  western  farm  seemed  the  most  attractive  course 
for  him  to  follow.  By  canal-boat  and  other  crude 
methods  of  transportation  he  made  his  way  slowly 
westward  with  nis  little  family,  and  at  Jackson, 
]\Iich.,  built  a  log  cabin,  in  which  he  livetl  four  years. 
The  country  was  new,  and  its  hardships  and  priva- 
tions were  seriously  felt.  Pie  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  TarittviMe  for  a  year,  then  once  more  es- 
sayed a  life  in  the  western  wilderness.  Conditions 
were  more  intolerable  than  before,  and  again  the 
ambitious  mechanic  packed  his  worldlv  goods, 
turned  his  face  toward  the  rising  sun,  and  regained 
the  attractive  environment  of  Hartford  county.  He 
located  temporarily  at  Tariftville,  and  soon  after- 
ward removed  to  near  Scotland  church,  in  Bloom- 
field.  There  he  wove  rag  carpets,  ana  conducted  a 
small  general  merchandise  store.  In  1848  he  opened 
a  grocery  and  drug  business  at  Tarittville,  contin- 
uing same  successfully  until  1864,  in  which  year 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Bloomfield  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  31,  1873.  His  widow  still  survives,  and  resides 
in  Bloomfield,  an  active  and  well-preserved  old  ladv. 
Edward  Pease  was  a  man  of  sturdy  self  reliance, 
was  thoroughly  self-made,  and  prospered  financially 
in  his  business  undertakings.  He  was  a  heavy 
stockholder  in  the  ^-Etna  Insurance  Co.,  and  the  de- 
structive conflagrations  at  Boston  and  Chicago  bore 
heavily  upon  that  company  and  its  members,  the  as- 
sessments of  "Sir.  Pease  to  meet  those  losses  ag- 
gregating over  $13,000.  In  politics  he  had  been  a 
Democrat  previous  to  the  Civil  war,  but  when  the 
first  gun  was  fired  at  Fort  Sumter  he  became  a 
stanch  Republican  and  supporter  of  the  administra- 
tion. For  several  years  he  was  postmaster  at  Tar- 
ift'ville,  and  he  was  a  most  highly-respected  citizen, 
prominent  and  public-spirited.  He  left  at  his  death 
considerable  property,  all  of  which  had  been  ac- 
cumulated by  his  own  efforts.  To  Edward  and 
Mary  Pease  were  born  six  children :  Jane,  who 
died  aged  eighteen  years;  Isabel,  who  died  in  ]Mich- 
igan,  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  -Mary,  who  married 
George  F.  Abies,  and  died  at  Granby ;  William  I  L, 
our  subject;  Franklin,  who  died  at  Tariftville,  aged 
six  years ;  and  Edv.  ard  T.,  a  druggist  at  Hartford, 
and  a  resident  of  Bloomfield. 

William  H.  Pease,  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
"Old  Mitchelson  homestead,"  and  attended  the 
schools  of  the  district  until  the  age  of  twelve.  He 
then  attended  a  private  school  for  three  vears,  taught 
by  a  ^Ir.  Sackett,  in  Tariffville,  and  his  education 
was  completed  in  the  Coimecticut  Literary  Institute, 
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at  SuPiickl,  C\'ini.  Ho  rciuaincd  at  lioinc  with  his 
j5arcr.t>,  aiul  as  a  voung'  man.  wiicn  not  in  school, 
lie  aiwavs  had  work  to  do.  \\  hen  ho  was  about  ' 
twenty  years  of  ai^e  h.is  parer.ts  removed  to  the 
farm  in  15iooniheld,  and  mere  he  be,;an  farniini^. 
In  he  married  .\uss  Jennie  L.  Sm.tli,  of  Soulh- 

ington,  Lcnn..  dangiiier  ol  Lester  Sn.iith,  and  after" 
his  marriage  h  ealed  on  iiis  lather"s  farm,  in  con-  j 
nection  wan  iis  enltivaiion  conducting-,  a  grocery  i 
business  at  Xori'n  LJloomlield  lor  about  fifteen  years, 
in  whicli  iie  was  eminently  successful.    l-L'r  several 
years  he  was  durir:g-  that  [leriod  postmaster  at  Xorth 
liloomticld.    In  18^3  he  disposed  of  his  grocery  and 
went  irito  the  uridertaking  bushiess  at  Xorth  Bloom- 
field,  in  which  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  In 
1S90  he  removed  th.e  busin.ess  to  iariffviile,  erect-  ^ 
ing  all  the  necessary  bui!d.in:-.;s.  and  constructing 
a  commodious  home  on  Church  street.    Of  his  two  ; 
children,  Franklin  E.  is  manager  of  the  paper  and 
curtain  department  for  Caulkins  &  Post,  of  Middle-  1 
town.  Conn. ;  he  married  Eva  L.  Lun;is,  and  has  i 
one  child,  Herbert  K.    Xellie  ^l..  a  graduate  of  the  | 
State  Xormal  School,  is  teaching. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Pease  are  active  mem.bers  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  very  proniinent  in  religious 
life  of  the  comniunitv.    lie  has  been  junior  deacon  : 
of  the  church  for  years,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  1 
Sabbath-school.    In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  not  an  ol^lce  seeker.    He  is  unostentatious  < 
in  manner,  and  a  thoroughly  good  business  man,  ' 
one  who  possesses  the  gC)od-u-i!l  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men,  and  who  enjoys  a  large  measure  of  . 
success.    Besides  attending  to  his  undertaking  busi- 
ness lie  also  grows  tobacco.    Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  ]Mark"s  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  'M.,  at  Sims- 
bury,  and  ranks  high  among  the  better  type  of  citi-  I 
zens  in  Hartford  coimty.  j 

C.  EDWARD  BUCKLAND.  One  of  the  most  | 
enterprising  and  popular  young  business  men  of  j 
Glastonbury  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  1 
general  agent  of  the  ^Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  j 
of  New  York,  at  Hartford.  He  has  had  an  ex-  [ 
tensive  experience  in  his  line  at  Hartford,  and  his  j 
business  career  has  been  attended  with  marked  i 
success.  I 

JNIr.  Buckland  is  a  representative  of  an  old  Xew 
England  family.    Llis  grandfather,  Timothy ,  Buck- 
land,  was  born  in  East  Hartford  Nov.  13,  1780,  j 
and  in  that  town  follov/ed  through  life  the  trade  1 
of  joiner.    He  married  Typhena  Hills,  who  was  ] 
born  ^March  8,  1785,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Hills, 
an  East  Hartford  farmer.    Their  five  children  were  j 
as  follows:  Julia,  born  !March  20,  1805,  married  j 
Tallman  Ryder,  a  farmer  of  Willington ;  Frances,  1 
born  July  4,  1810,  married  William  Shelton,  a  hat-  | 
ter  of  Windsor;  Cornelia,  born  Dec.  20,  1814,  mar- 
ried William  Kellock,  a  mechanic  of  X'ew  Jersey; 
Lee  H.,  born  Feb.  6,  1821,  married  Cornelia  Ryder, 
a  sister  of  Tallman  Ryder,  and  lives  on  Franklin  | 
avenue,  Flartford,  the  sole  survivor  of  the  family ;  j 
Charles,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  the  father 


of  our  sulijecl.  Tin.u  thv  Buckland  died  June  i^>, 
1864,  his  wile  surviving  him  tight  _\cars. 

Charles  Bucklaiul,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  h-orn  Jmie  17,  i8j8,  in  East  Hartford,  uiai 
the  river,  on  what  is  now  Governor  street,  lie 
attended  the  district  schools,  and  in  his  youth  ac- 
quired the  trade  of  silversmith,  which  he  followed 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  Tlicn.  seeking  a 
more  active  life,  he  went  on  the  Connecticut  river 
as  master  of  a  schooner  which  his  father  owned. 
Later  he  was  first  niate  on  various  freigh.t  an.d  pas- 
senger steamers,  including  "Tlie  Cit_\  of  Hartford" 
and  the  "Grauite  State,"  and  was  abciari]  the  latter 
steamer  when  she  sank.  In  later  life  Charles  Buck- 
land  left  the  water,  and  returning  to  Glastonbury 
there  followed  farming  and  dealt  in  fertilizers,  in 
partnership  with  Samuel  Hardin,  uniil  his  death, 
Oct.  17,  1894.  He  was  buried  in  St.  James  cem- 
etery, Glastonbury.  On  Feb.  4,  1852,  he  had  mar- 
ried j\Iiss  Ann  Eliza  Gaines,  who  was  born  Dec. 
23,  1S30,  at  Glastonbury,  daughter  of  Chauncey 
and  Betsey  (Hurlbut)  Gaines.  To  Charles  and 
Ann  Eliza  Buckland  were  born  two  children :  Eva, 
born  ]March  23,  1853,  died  Xov.  11,  1892;  and 
C.  Edward,  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  born  in  Glastonbury  Feb.  4,  1859, 
and  was  educated  in  the  Glastonbiu-y  schools  and 
at  Glastonbury  Academy,  then  under  Prof.  L.  T. 
Brown.  Flis  school  days  ended,  our  sitbject  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead,  and  there  engaged 
in  farming  tmtil  1888.  In  that  year  he  went  to 
Hartford  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
with  his  brother-in-law,  F.  A.  Griswold,  imder  the 
firm  name  of  Griswold  &  Buckland,  X'o.  721  ]\Iain 
street,  representing  the  X'orthwestern  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  [Milwaukee,  Wis.  This  business  was 
m»ost  successfully  continued  for  eleven  years,  Mr. 
Buckland  retiring  July  i,  1899,  to  accept  at  a  hand- 
some salary  his  position  of  general  agent  at  Hart- 
ford, for  the  ]Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Xew 
York,  a  position  which  he  has  filled  ever  since. 

iNIr.  Buckland  was  married,  Xov.  22,  1882,  to 
Miss  Alary  R.  Griswold,  who  was  born  at  Wethers- 
field  July  20,  18G3,  daughter  of  Albert  C.  and  Caro- 
line L.  (Goodrich)  Griswold.  The  Griswold  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Wethersfield.  James  Gris- 
wold, the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Buckland,  was  born  in 
Griswoldville  or  Wethersfield,  son  of  Ozias  and 
Anna  (Stanley)  Griswold.  James  was  a  cloth 
dresser  at  Griswoldville,  and  a  farmer,  owning  a 
tract  of  land  in  Wethersfield.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
married  iMiss  Lucy  Robbins,  a  native  of  \\'ethers- 
field,  daughter  of  Capt.  Waite  Robbins,  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  their  children  were 
as  follows:  Lucy  Robbins,  born  Xov.  9,  1S12,  mar- 
ried George  Smith,  of  Wethersfield ;  James  Stanley, 
born  Xov.  i,  181 5,  was  a  farmer  of  Wethersfield, 
and  married  three  times  (his  wives  were  Prudence 
Wells,  Lucy  Swift   and   Eunice  Clark)  ;  }\Iartha 
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Amelia,  born  Oct.  Jt,  1S17,  died  in  1S33;  Waite 
Kolibins  was  bt,irn  June  15,  18^0;  Xancy,  born  Jan.  ■ 
13,  18J3,  died  unniarriLHl ;  Mary  .Morgan  was  born 
Dec.  2,  ]8j5;  Albert  Clintun,  the  youngest  cbild, 
was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Enckland.  ' 

Albert  C.  Griswold  was  born  in  Griswoldville  , 
Sept.  4,  1S27,  and  received  a  gcxid  education  in  the  i 
sciiools    of    W'etherstield,  anil  at  the  Connecticut  : 
Literary  Institute,    lie  taught  at  the  Wethcrst'K-ld 
Military  Academy,  at  Hartford,  and  clseuiiere,  and 
after  his  marriage  removed  to  Durliam,  wiiere  he 
engaged  in  farming.    After  his  fatlicr's  death  he  ; 
occupied  the  old  homestead  for  many  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  lie  died  Dec.  i 
20,  1893.    At  Rocky  Hill  he  had  married  Miss  ; 
Caroline  Louise  Goodrich,  daughter    of    \\'illiam  ! 
Goodrich.    She  still  survives,  a  resident  of  Wethers-  ' 
field,  and  a  lady  of  relinement.    To  Albert  C.  and  \ 
Caroline  L.  Griswold  were  born  six  children :  W  ill-  \ 
iam  G.,  born  ]May  4,  1854,  married  in  1S79  3ilinnie 
G.  Adams,  daughter  of  William    \\'.    Adams,    a  : 
farmer  of  Wetliersfield,  and  has  ceven  children ; 
Frederick  Albert,  born  !March  30,  1S56,  married 
Mary  F.  Stillman,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  Stillman,  | 
and  has  nine  children  (he  is  engaged  in  the  insur-  j 
ance  business  at  Flartfordj  ;  Alma  L.  married  Dr.  j 
Julius  Griswold,  a  resident  at  Portland ;  }vlary  R.  j 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Samuel  married  Susie  j 
C.  Day,  of  Hartford,  and  resides  at  Rochester,  N.  j 
Y. ;  and  Xellie  ^L  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  R.  H.  3,Iacy,  i 
a  Congregational  minister  of  X'ewington. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists  of 
six  children:  3iIalcolm  G.,  born  Dec.  31,  1887;  3>Iay  | 
Louise,  born  July  12,  18S9;  Edward,  Jr.,  born  Xov.  i 

4,  1891  ;  F"rederick  Albert,  born  Feb.  16,  1896;  ]Mar-  ■ 
jorie,  born  June  7,  1898 ;  and  one  whose  name  is  j 
not  given.  I 

For  several  terms  !Mr.  Buckland  has  served  as  i 
tax  collector,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  school 
committee.  Earlier  in  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  j 
he  now  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  promi-  i 
nent  Freemason,  a  member  of  Daskam  Lodge  ' 
No.  86,  F.  &  A.  ^L;  Pythagoras  Chapter;  A\'ash-  , 
ington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Hart- 
ford ;  the  ^lystic  Shrine ;  Lodge  of  Perfection  A.  A. 

5.  R. ;  Cyrus  Goodale  Chapter,  Rose  Croix ;  and 
Consistory.    ]\Ir.  and  IMrs.  Buckland    are  active 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  librarian  for  the  past  twentv  years,  and  ' 
of  which  he  is  now  clerk.    The  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Buckland  is  one  of  the  cheeriest  and  most 
hospitable  in  Glastonbury.    They  have  a  wdde  cir-  1 
cle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  both  are  most  i 
highly  esteemed. 

EDWARD  BREWER,  well-known  as  one  of 
East  Hartford's  enterprising  business  men  since  ; 
1873,  "^^'ss  born  in  East  Hartford  Meadow  Sept.  16,  ; 
1849,  'iiifl  is  a  descendant  of  the  old  Colonial  lirewer  ; 
family  to  which  many  allusions  are  made  in  this 
volume,  and  in  some  instances  biograpliies  in  de- 
es 


tail  arc  given,  and  who  have  been  prominently 
identiiietl  wiUi  East  Hartford  for  over  two  lunulred 
years. 

Janewa\  l.'rewer,  lather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Hockanuni,  Coim.,  April  24,  1810,  and  was  a 
son  of  i\.euben  and  Eunice  Monah  (  llills)  Brewer, 
and  a  twin  of  Jane,  who  wa?  married  to  Ralph  Hills, 
of  Llockanum.  Reuben  Brewer  was  born  Feb.  23. 
1778,  and  died  Xov.  8,  1844.  and  his  wife,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  ,\lehital.ile  Hills,  was  born  Sept. 
ly,  1778,  and  died  in  May,  1853.  [A  more  extended 
mention  of  Reuben  Brewer  will  be  found  in  the 
biography  of  Hoadley  C.  Brewer,  elsewhere.] 

Janewav  Brewer  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
under  Xoah  Wheaton  at  Hartford,  and  on  I'eb.  7, 
1833,  was  married  to  Sarah  ^larble,  who  was  born 
July  20,  1811,  and  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
named  children:  William  E.,  born  Jan.  19,  1834, 
now  residing  at  East  Hartford  ^leadow;  Charles 
I\L,  born  June  14,  1836,  living  in  Hartford:  Ralph 
C,  born  Dec.  15,  1S39,  resident  of  East  Flartford 
?kleadow  ;  Frank  J.,  born  Xov.  9,  1846,  who  lived  in 
Hartford,  and  after  marriage  died  in  tliat  city ;  and 
Edward,  whose  n^me  opens  this  sketch,  the  youngest 
of  the  family.  3iir.  Brewer  was  an  excellent  car- 
penter, and  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  East 
Hartford  ^Meadow.  He  built  three  houses  for  him- 
self, and  resided  in  all  of  them  at  different  times,. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  but  was  never  him- 
self an  office  seeker.  At  the  age  of  eighty  years  he- 
was  a  well-preserved  man,  and  lived  until  Jan.  14^. 
1S92,  his  wife  having  died  Dec.  16,  1857,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Edward  Brewer  was  born  in  the  second  of  the 
three  houses  erected  by  his  father,  and  this  house 
is  still  standing  on  Pleasant  street.  East  Hartford 
IMeadow.  He  was  educated  in  the  village  school, 
and  among  his  teachers  were  Joseph  O.  Hurlburt, 
Salmon  Phelps  and  Ephraim  Rood.  He  still  has  a 
great  regard  for  the  schools  of  his  boyhood,  and 
believes  that  their  thoroughness  will  compare  fav- 
orably with  the  schools  of  to-dav. 

In  1857  3,Ir.  Brewer  lost  his  mother,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  he  went  to  live  with  Ira  Hills, 
with  whoni  he  remained  two  years,  doing  chores,  and 
in  the  winter  attending  school  under  J.  O.  Hurlburt 
at  Church  Corners :  later  he  lived  with  Samuel  Kel- 
logg, doing  such  work  as  his  age  permitted.  He 
next  entered  the  grocery  store  of  George  W.  Darlin 
as  clerk,  and  two  vears  later  went  to  Hartford  to 
learn  carpentering  with  James  T.  Porter,  at  fortv 
dollars  and  board  for  the  first  year,  and  eightv  dol- 
lars for  the  second  year ;  but  he  left  at  the  end  of 
thirteen  months  and  returned  to  his  father,  under 
whom  he  finished  learning  his  trade.  Just  after 
serving  out  his  apprenticeship,  instead  of  follow- 
ing carpentering  he  went  into  the  butcher  business, 
in  partnership  with  Charles  E.  White.  Albanv,  X'. 
Y.,  was  headquarters  for  Xew  England  cattle  buv- 
ers,  and  from  that  citv  steers  were  driven  to  Hart- 
ford and  here  slauglitered.  At  the  close  of  a  vcar 
lie  sold  his  interest  to  IMr.  White,  removed  to  East 
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Hartford  frmn  l-'ast  llartford  .Meadow,  and  tlion 
witli  1".  1'..  L  i.irk  loUnwcd  InUclicrinix  in  East  Hart- 
ford ten  years  and  six  nionlhs.  when  ho  sold  his 
sliarc  in  il'.c  Inisincss  to  Mr.  Clark  Ajuil  i,  1885,  and 
formed  a  partnership  \\  iih  \\  iiliani  A.  l~olev.  muU  r 
the  style  of  Hrewer  il^:  l-'oley  :  this  partnershiii  lasted 
ten  years  and  three  n-.ont]i>.  when,  on  July  i,  i8()5, 
the  firm  dissolved,  sinee  when  Mr.  ]'>rewer  has  eon- 
duetetl  husiness  on  his  sole  aeeonnt.  anil  Oet.  I, 
iSgo.  was  tiie  twenty-sixth  aiuiiversary  of  his  en- 
tranee  into  the  hutcher  trade.  Mr.  Ih'cwer  lias 
erected  two  houses  on  Central  avenue,  and  Sept.  i, 
1899,  moved  into  his  present  handsome  dwelling. 

On  May  \2.  1873,  Mr.  Brewer  married  Miss 
Irene  Smith,  at  Hartford.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Philander  Smith,  was  born  June  30,  1853,  in  West 
Davenport.  Delaware  Co..  X.  and  has  borne  her 
husband  five  children:  Sarah  I'.,  janeway  E.,  Will- 
iam E..  Edward  (deceased  at  the  age  of  five  months) 
.and  Herbert  C,  the  survivors  all  at  home. 

In  politics  !\Ir.  Brewer  is  a  Democrat  on  general 
principles,  but  is  not  partisan  in  matters  of  conse- 
quence, as.  for  instance,  on  the  question  of  National 
iinances.  he  voted  for  ]\lclvinky  and  sound  money. 
Fraterna'lv  lie  is  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge,  Xo. 
62,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  East  Hartford.  As  a  business 
man  his  methods  have  always  been  fair  and  hon- 
orable, and  his  honesty  has  stood  the  test  of  years. 
His  name  is  one  of  the  most  respected  in  his  town, 
and  his  individual  merits  have  won  for  him  the  un- 
feigned friendship  of  the  wdiole  community. 

JOHN  S.  TAFT.  Three  times  during  the  Civil 
war  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  a  boy.  sought 
to  enlist.  His  youth  and  the  opposition  of  his  par- 
ents led  to  his  rejection  thrice,  but  the  fourth  time, 
toward  the  close  of  the  memorable  struggle,  and 
while  he  was  yet  a  boy  of  only  sixteen  years,  he 
succeeded  in  getting  to  the  front  and  seeing  some 
active  service  before  the  conflict  ended. 

;Mr.  Taft  was  born  in  Leicester,  Worcester  Co., 
Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1848,  the  only  son  of  Joseph  and 
Ann  Taft,  who  came  from  England  in  1847..  When 
seven  years  of  age  our  subject  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Connecticut,  but  two  years  later  returned  to 
•Massachusetts.  He  received  a  fair  common-school 
eoucation.  and  wdien  fifteen  years  of  age  began 
working  for  himself  in  a  woolen  mill  at  Merrow 
Station,  Mansfield,  Tolland  Co..  Conn.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  in  the  mills  until  he  succeeded  in  en- 
listing, at  Hartford,  in  December,  1864,  in  Company 
E,  1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war,  and  joined  the  battery  at  Peters- 
burg, \'a.,  Fe.x  8,  1865,  where  he  participated  in  his 
first  engagement.  He  remained  at  Petersburg  until 
April  3.  and  was  finally  mustered  out  at  Fort  Oroke, 
Alexandria,  A'a.,  Sept.  25,  1865,  being  discharged  at 
Hartford  r)ct.  i. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Taft  lo- 
•cated  at  Willington,  Tolland  county,  and  a  year  later 
he  entered  the  factory  in  that  town,  continuing  to 
Avork  in  tne  mids  until  1880.  In  1884  he  came  to 
Soutli  Windsor  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  he 


now  occupies.  J  le  is  engaged  in  gardening  and  to- 
Ikicco  growing. 

Mr.  Talt  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
wliom  he  wedded  in  187(1,  wa-  Cdnia  E.  Drewin,  and 
\o  them  were  burn  linir  children  :  C.ieorge  B.,  Joseph 
r..  Edith  M.  and  Clara  V..  The  second  and  ])res- 
eiit  wife  of  our  Mibject  was  Miss  Mary  M.  Bond, 
wh.oin  he  married  Aug.  20.  1887.  Mr.  Taft  is  a 
Republican  in  puliiics.  and  is  a  member  of  G.  A.  R. 
Post  Xo.  71.  of  Rockville.  He  is  one  of  tne  rejo- 
resentative  citizens  of  South  Windsor,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  for  liis  many  estimable  qualities. 

HEXRY  RICHARDS  BURXHAM.  a  retired 
farmer  and  highly-respecteil  citizen  of  East  Hart- 
ford, was  born  in  South  \\  indsor,  Hartford  countv, 
}^larch  4,  1842,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  and  at  the  East  Hartford  Academy. 

P^lijah  Burnham,  grandfather  of  Henry  R.,  was 
born  in  East  Hartford,  but  lived  in  South  Windsor, 
then  a  part  of  East  Windsor,  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  and  was  a  gentleman  of  considerable  prom- 
inence in  iiis  neighborhood.  Fie  married  a  3,Iiss 
Austin,  wdio  bore  him  seven  children,  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Florace.  wdio  married  Elgiva  Elmore, 
and  lived  and  died  a  farmer  in  South  Windsor : 
Henry,  father  of  our  subject;  Julius,  who  married 
Laura  Hills,  and  was  a  farmer  of  East  Hartford, 
where  he  died ;  Austin,  w  ho  married  Frances  Olm- 
stead,  and  is  now  a  farmer  of  East  Hartford  ;  iMary, 
widow  of  \\'illiam  Williams,  who  was  also  a  farmer 
in  East  Hartford:  Lucy,  who  was  married  to  a  ^Ir. 
Converse,  a  farmer  in  Wisconsin,  in  which  State 
he  died,  near  Wyocena;  and  Susan,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Reuben  Parker,  and  lived  in  \\'isconsin,  near 
-Nlilwaukec,  but  lived  in  East  Hartford. 

Henry  lUirnham,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  South  Windsor  Jan.  22.  1808.  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  after  quitting  school  worked 
in  an  ax  factory  in  CoUinsville,  thence  returning  to 
tne  homestead  in  South  Windsor.  He  married  !Miss 
Mary  Richards,  daughter  of  Jonan  and  X'ancy  Rich- 
ards, and  to  this  union' were  born  three  children: 
Willard  G.,  who  married  Sarah  Williams,  and  is 
now  living  in  South  Windsor;  Henry  R.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch :  ana  Roland,  wdio  married  Aman- 
da Starks,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  South 
\\'indsor.  The  father  of  this  familv  was  a  very 
successful  farmer,  and,  aided  bv  his  children,  ac- 
([uired  a  large  estate.  He  was  called  away  in  1S75, 
but  his  widow  survived  until  1S94,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  at  South  Wincisor. 

Henry  R.  Burnham,  after  leaving  school,  re- 
turned to  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  his 
marriage,  wdiich  took  place  April  15,  1880,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hollis,  widow  of  Henry  D.  Hollis.  and  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  II.  and  Ella  S.  (Allen)  Bingham. 
To  this  marriage  no  children  have  been  born.  The 
year  previous  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Burnham  had 
purchased  his  present  farm,  known  as  the  "Ralza- 
man  Gillman"  place,  and  up  to  1886  cultivated  to- 
bacco; he  then  turned  his  whole  attention  to  market 
gardening,  which  he  carried  on  until  1898,  when  he 
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raised  aiuuluT  cioj)  of  lohacco.  Ilo  then  rented  his 
huui.  and  is  now  enjoyiniL;'  in  quiel  llie  fruits  of  liis 
«.;!ilv  indu>iry. 

Mr.  I'.urnhani  ha-^  never  eared  li>r  poHlics,  and 
has  not  \oted  sinee  i^So.  IJe  is  a  member  of  the 
O.  r.  A.  -M..  ami  has  he.n  a  trustee  of  the  same, 
lie  is  not  a  member  of  any  rebi^ious  society,  but 
Mrs.  Burnham  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Meth- 
odist I"l])iscoiial  Church.  Mr.  lUirnhani  started  in 
life  without  any  assistance  from  his  i)eoi)Ie,  and 

success  is  ilne  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  lie 
is  a  ])leasant  man,  and  an  entertaminj::,'  conversa- 
tionalist; is  upright  in  his  walk  through  life,  and 
honorable  in  all  his  dealmgs,  and  is  much  esteemed 
for  his  unatTected  kindness  and  sterling  personal 
merits. 

HERMAN  ^lARTIX  .SALSTRUM  was  born 
Jit  Horsens,  Denmark.  Mav  7,  1S70,  son  of  Bcrndt 
Magnus,  and  e^randson  of  August  Salstrom.  His 
father  is  a  botanist  and  gardener,  whose  scientific 
knowledge  caused  his  selection  for  the  post  of  State 
gardener,  which  he  filled  for  ten  years.  He  is  a 
man  of  marked  ability,  and  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church.  He  married  Ixlarie  Andresen,  by 
whom  he  has  been  the  'father  of  children  as  follows : 
Herman  M.,  Alga,  Xels,  C)lga.  Christine,  Hjalmar, 
Oxel,  Elsie,  Germanus  and  Wilhelm.  Herman  and 
Alga  are  twins ;  Olga  resides  in  Chicago. 

Hernian  M.  Sal  strum  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Sandseryd.  a  suburb  of  Jonkoping.  Smaland, 
Sweden.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  eleven,  but 
studied  in  the  evening  under  a  private  tutor,  thus 
acquiring  a  go::d  knowledge  of  the  elementary 
"branches.  His  first  employment  was  in  two  fish 
markets,  working  in  each  on  alternate  days.  After 
three  or  four  vears  spent  in  this  work  he  entered  the 
lX)stoffice  at  Safsjo,  where  he  remahied  for  two 
years.  His  next  situation  was  at  Wrigsted,  a  place 
some  sixteen  miles  distant,  where  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  J.  P.  Johanson,  a  dealer  in  clothing,  as  well 
as  in  groceries  and  table  delicacies.  After  two  and 
a  half  vears  he  went  to  Goteborg,  where  he  was  a 
clerk  for  Carl  Johnson,  the  largest  retail  merchant 
of  the  place.  This  employment  also  lasted  two  and 
a  half  years,  when  he  went  to  Christiania,  Xorway, 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Johan  Christiensen  Carl 
Johans  Gade,  a  dealer  in  clothing  and  shoes.  After 
remaining  three  years  with  him  he  resolved  to  seek 
better  fortune  in  the  Xew  World,  and  in  1892  came 
to  America,  landing  in  Xew  York  on  July  9.  From 
there  he  went  to  Marbledale,  Conn.,  where  he  went 
to  work  for  F.  M.  Ford,  being  employed  at  raising 
and  cutting  tobacco.  A  month  later  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Spcrrv  Brothers,  as  a  tobacco  sorter, 
remaining  with  that  firm,  however,  only  a  few 
months,  and  subscauently  worked  for  men  liv  the 
name  of  Green  and  Shoverling,  in  Xew  Milford, 
Conn.  He  remained  at  X'^ew  Milford  until  ^vlarch, 
1895,  when  he  went  to  Lynn,  where,  for  three 
months,  he  worked  in  a  shoe  factory.  On  July  16, 
1895,  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain,  and  opened  a 
small  store  at  Xo.  54  Church  street,  carrying  a  stock 


of  hats  and  shoes.  Jn  May,  1IS97,  lie  changeil  his 
place  v\  business  to  Xo.  .^o,  in  the  same  street,  and 
ni  June,  1S99,  enlargwl  it  by  adding  the  premises 
'  adjoining.  Here  he  has  a  large  st-:^ck,  aiul  has  built 
one  of  tlie  most  extensive  trades  in  his  own  line  in 
the  citv,  eniploving  four  clerks  constantly,  and  on 
Saturdav  and  Alondav  evenings  has  nine  additional 
men  constantl}  at  work. 

1-  rom  what  has  been  said  it  may  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Salstrnm  is  wholly  a  self-made  man.  From  the  po- 
sition of  a  boy  in  a  fish  market  to  that  of  proprietor 
i  of  an  extensive  and  prosperous  business  is  a  long' 
i  ,striile,  but  lie  has  taken  it  successfully.  Industry, 
integrity  and  thrift  have  been  the  corner-stones  on 
which  he  has  built  liis  success.  In  commercial  mat- 
ters he  is  noted  for  his  unquestioned  probity;  in 
private  life  he  is  genial  and  generous.  He  is  fond 
of  social  pleasures,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  of  tlie  W'ega.  He  belongs  to  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  politically  is  a  Re- 
publican, although  taking  no  active  part  in  politics. 
He  married  ]Miss  Amanda  Hahn,  of  A'ew  ^Milford, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Hugo  and  Beatrice. 

WILBUR  F.  GRAXT.  This  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizen  of  ^Manchester  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, ^larch  5,  1840,  the  fifth  in  a  familv  of  six  chil- 
dren l)orn  to  Willis  S.  (son  of  Gustavus)  Grant 
and  Emily  Belcher.  Both  his  father  and  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather  were  born  in  South  Windsor. 
Of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  William  C,  the  eldest, 
and  Sydney  D.,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  are  de- 
ceased :  X'orman  O.  is  a  farmer  of  South  Windsor; 
Bersheba  was  the  wife  of  Capt.  Henry  Xettleson  ; 
and  Helen  ^L,  now  deceased,  was  married  to  Frank 
1  Stevens. 

j        Wilbur  F.  Grant  was  reared  at  the  old  home- 
;  stead,  and  received  his  earlv  education  in  the  school 
I  of  District  Xo.  7,  supplementing  same  with  study 
i  in  the  ^Manchester  high  school.    When  he  was  six- 
I  teen  years  old  he  entered  the  employ  of  Samuel 
i  Rockwell  &  Son.  of  Hartford,  as  a  clerk,  and  re- 
i  mained  with  them  for  six  years.    At  the  expiration 
i  of  that  period  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
j  Henry  \Villard,  for  the  conduct  of  a  mercantile 
j  business.    In  1863  ]Mr.  Grant  disposed  of  his  in- 
I  terest  in  the  firm  to  his  partner,  and  began  farming 
1  on  property  purchased  from  his  father's  estate,  con- 
tinuing there  until  1864,  when  he  exchanged  farms 
with  his  brother,  X'orman,  who  still  resides  there, 
i  In  1883  he  erected  a  new  house,  and  he  has  made 
i  many  extensive  improvements  on  the  property  since 
it  came  into  iris  hands.    He  makes  a  specialty  of 
raising  fine  Jersey  cattle,  and  also  carries  on  a  large 
and  profitable  dairy  business,  besides  marketing  six 
to  twelve  tons  of  tobacco  yearly.    In  addition  to  his 
farm  he  also  owns  a  grocery  and  meat  and  vege- 
table market  in  Manchester,  which  he  opened  in 
1892.    In  the  management  of  this  last  mentioned 
enterprise  he  has  associated  with  himself  his  son, 
W  alton  W. 

Air.  Grant  has  been  twice  married,  first,  in  1867, 
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to  Miss  EstoUa  Johnson,  of  Manclicstcr,  who  was 
the  motlicr  of  the  son  alioady  mcntionod.  After  her 
death  he  married,  July  jo,  iSji.),  Miss  Henrietta 
A.  Morse,  of  Xew  r>ritain.  In  pohtics  Mr.  Grant 
is  a  Democrat,  lie  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, and  is  justly  esteemed  by  the  community  at 
large  hv  reaMin  of  hi^  marked  enterprise  and  his 
recogn i  z ed  pri. ibi ty . 

EDGAR  BR1A\'ER.  farmer,  breeder  of  fine  Jer- 
sey cattle,  and  tlealer  in  irrain.  Hour,  feed,  etc.,  at 
Hockaiumi,  town  of  East  Hartford,  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  direct  descent  from  Thomas  Brewer, 
the  ancestor  of  most  of  the  Brewers  in  Gonnecti- 
cut.  [Eor  complete  genealogy  see  sketch  of  P.  S. 
Brewer.] 

Daniel  Brewer  {4),  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Eeb.  22,  1796,  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford, 
Hartford  Go.,  Gonn.,  tenth  in  the  family  of  twelve 
children  born  to  Daniel  (.^)  and  Mary  (Risley) 
Brewer.  Daniel  Brewer  (4)  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  acquired  such  education  as  was  obtainable 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  time,  assisted  by  the 
practical  experiences  of  every-day  life.  Ele  pos- 
sessed a  remarkably  retentive  memory,  and  by  much 
reading  stored  Ids  mind  with  useful  information. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  lionie  with  a  party  of 
young  men,  who  were  employed  by  L  L.  Skinner 
to  work  on  a  government  road  at  that  time  being 
built  from  Washington,  D.  G.,  to  the  West.  \\'ith 
others  of  the  party  he  walked  all  the  way  to 
Wheeling,  \'a.,  and  after  laboring  on  the  said  road 
for  several  months  returned  to  Gonnecticut,  the  en- 
tire distance  being  niade  on  foot. 

After  his  marriage!^  which  will  presently  be  re- 
corded) 'Sir.  Brewer  and  his  wife  commenced  do- 
mestic life  in  Brewer  streei,  Hockanum,  in  a  small 
house  at  that  tinie  known  as  "the  old  oil  mill  house," 
and  two  years  thereafter  purchased  land  on  ^lain 
street,  meantime  making  many  improvements  to 
the  home.  A  very  industrious  man,  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  market  gardenini'-  and  general  farming, 
and  from  time  to  tune,  as  his  means  increased,  he 
bought  more  land,  until  he  ov,ncd  about  one  hun- 
dred acres.  Ele  was  one  of  the  early  tobacco 
growers,  at  a  time  when  each  family  manufactured 
into  cigars  the  product  of  their  farms,  and  alto- 
gether was  one  of  the  best  and  most  prosperous 
farmers  in  the  community.  A  Whig  in  politics, 
he  held  some  of  the  minor  town  offices,  although 
he  was  too  devoted  to  his  duties  on  the  farm  to 
take  much  interest  in  public  affairs. 

On  Eeb.  23,  1819,  Daniel  Brewer  was  married 
in  West  Springfield.  ]\Iass.,  bv  Rev.  Griswold,  to 
Miss  Sarah  X'iets.  who  was  born  July  16,  179S, 
in  Westfield,  Mass.  [Eor  history  of  the  \'iets 
family,  of  which  she  was  a  member,  sec  sketch 
of  Levi  Glinton  Viets,  elsewhere.]  Nine  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  to  wit:  Arthur  Elsworth, 
born  Nov.  19,  1819,  learned  the  trade  of  tinner,  but 
became  a  farmer  and  resides  in  Staffordville,  Gonn. ; 


I  EEmsey  Sophia  is  ih.e  widow  of  \\'illiam  Jones,  of 
j  East  Ifartford:  Gharlotle  Amelia  is  the  .deceased 
i  wife  of  E.dw.ud  D.  llu'wleti;  Garoline  is  the  widow 
;  of  \\  ihiani  S.  Avery,  and  rc-idcs  with  Mrs.  Ilansey 
!  S.  Jones;  J'.dgar.  our  sulijcct,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth:  Joy  Hamlet  is  deceased:  Julia  Arabel  mar- 
ried Gyrus  Knight,  and  died  in  Warwick,  u^lass. ; 
Roswell  Henry  died  in  childhood  ;    and  Roswell 
\  iets  is  also  deceased.    Th.e  jiarenis  of  this  family 
both  died  in  18S3.  the  father  in  July,  in  liis  eighty- 
:  eiglnii  }"ear,  the  mother  in  L)ctober,  in  her  eighty- 
!  sixth  year. 

!       Edgar  Brew'er,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  June  17,  1S30,  in  the  old  house 
standing  next  north  of  his  present  residence,  Hocka- 
num, and  received  his  education  in  part  at  the  dis- 
trict school  on  High  street,  later  in  the  academy 
presided  over  by    that    distinguished  pedagogue, 
Salmon  Phelps,  and  finally  taking  lessons  in  book- 
keeping at  a  private  scliool.    At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  went  to  Rockville,  Gonn.,  to  learn  the  sad- 
i  dlery  trade,  but  after  a  year  there  he  finished  learn- 
I  ing  his  trade  in  New  London,  and  from  time  to  time 
was  required  at  home  to  assist  his  father  on  the 
farm,    in  1S51  he  went  to  Hartford,  to  fill  the  po- 
sition of  general  assistant  or  manager,  salesman 
and  bookkeeper  for  P.  V.  Hall,  proprietor  of  a 
saddlery  and  harness  shop  there.    In  1S61  he  pur- 
chased the  business,  and  for  some  twelve  years- 
thereafter  carried  it  on  successfully,  his  time  being 
taken  up  alternately  between  the  store  and  the  farm,. 
'  in  which  latter  he  by  that  time  had  an  interest, 
i        In  the  fall  of  iSGS  lienry  S.  Sawyer,  of  Hart- 
!  ford,  and  ]\Ir.  Brewer  formed  the  firm  of  Sawyer  & 
!  Brewer,  to  deal  in  hand  lawn  mowers,  the  first 
{  ones  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  in  fact,  the 
i  first  made  in  any  country  that  could  be  operated  by 
j  one  person.    They  were  of  the  type  invented  by 
i  Amariah       Hills,  and  the  contract  for  their  manu- 
!  facture  was  given  to  Landers,  Frary  &  Glark,  of 
;  New  Britain.    The  introduction  and  sale  of  them 
I  devolved  on  ]Mr.  Brewer,  who  in  this  work  put 
in  the  hardest  year's  labor  of  his  life,  and  the  credit 
I  for  its  unusual  success  is  due  to  him  alone.  The 
i  mower  was  shown  and  operated  by  him  in  many 
!  of  the  public  parks  in  this  country,  and,  although 
I  a  new  thing  to  the  people,  sold  so  successfully  that 
the  sales  reached  nearly  $100,000  the  first  year.  The 
:  second  year  $30,500  worth  was  sold,  on  one  order, 
!  to  the  Ames  Plow  Gompany,  of  Boston.    In  1871 
I  the  liills  Archimedean  Lawn  ^Mower  Gomoanv  was 
'  formed,  ^^Ir.  Brewer  taking  the  position  of  general 
sales  agent.    In  1872  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
I  company,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for  nine 
i  years,  during  which  period  the  value    of  stock 
doubled.   The  manufacture  of  the  mowers  was  done 
by  the  Hills  Archimedean  Lawn  ^Mov/er  Gompany. 
at  Golt's  Armory,  new  styles,  of  several  sizes,  were 
perfected,  and  the  original  style  was  remodeled  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  foreign  markets,  half  of 


i 


i 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1029 


their  production  for  several  years  beinj;"  soUl  in 
Europe.  Throughout  his  eonnection  with  the  com- 
pany it  enjoyed  prosperity,  and  led  all  others  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  law  n  mowers.  1  hey  were 
the  pioneers  of  their  line,  and  Mr.  Brewer  took 
great  ]>rii.le  in  the  success  of  tlie  concern,  and  the 
subsequent  disaster  that  ONcrtook  the  tirm  was  a 
matter  of  personal  sorrow  to  him. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  interests  Mr. 
Brewer  is  an  extensive  breeder  of  Jersc)'  cattle,  of 
which  breed  no  man  in  the  State  has  a  better  knowl- 
edge, or  is  a  better  judge — in  fact  he  is  a  universally 
acknowledged  authority  on  Jerseys.  In  iS6S  he 
made  his  tirst  purchase  of  Jersey  stock,  buying 
two  cows  and  a  bull  (descendants  of  early  importa- 
tions by  John  A.  Taintor  and  John  F.  Norton), 
and  now  has  some  thirty  head,  though  at  one  time 
he  owned  as  many  as  tifty-five.  He  sent  for  ex- 
hibition in  the  Columbian  herd  at  the  World's  Fair 
his  cow  "Sayda  III,'"  17.317.  Though  twelve  years 
old  she  gave  fifty  pounds  of  milk,  or  two  pounds 
four  ounces  of  butter  on  her  one-day's  trial  for  se- 
lection. At  her  best  she  has  made  twenty-four 
and  one-half  pounds  of  butter  in  seven  days.  She 
was  one  of  the  famous  ten  cows  that  went  through 
the  three  tests,  a  period  covering  nearly  or  quite 
six  months,  and  she  was  pronounced  by  superintend- 
ent Fuller  a  '"representative  Jersey."  She  also  had 
a  daughter  in  the  supplemental  herd,  whose  butter 
record  (.the  only  one  reported ;  was  twenty-two 
pounds  eleven  and  one-half  ounces  in  seven  days — 
six  and  one-half  months  after  calving.  ]Mr.  Brew^er 
had  previously  sold  her  to  Banker  C.  A.  Sweet,  of 
Buffalo,  to  be  exhibited  by  him.  In  1894  2\Ir. 
Brewer  lost  his  world-famed  Jersey  bull,  "Koffee's 
Noble,"  14,631,  a  grandson  of  the  famous  Island- 
bred  cow  '"Coomassie,"  and  one  of  her  very  best, 
as  his  entire  pedigree  was  made  up  of  some  of 
the  most  famous  names  on  the  Island.  Prominent 
breeders  pronounced  him  the  best  Jersey  bull  hving 
in  his  day,  and  he  was  valued  in  his  prime  at  fully 
$10,000.  ^Ir.  Brewer  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Jersey  Breeders  Association.  John  O. 
Couch,  of  !Middlefield,  professional  buyer  for  the 
Havemeyers  and  other  large  owners  of  Jerseys, 
styles  him  "the  best  posted  in  Jersey  literature  of 
any  man  in  Connecticut."  Hon.  R.  A.  Potter,  ex- 
president  of  the  Dairymen's  Association  of  Con- 
necticut, has  paid  him  an  equally  high  compliment. 
His  work  in  the  introduction  of  the  best  strains 
of  Jerseys  has  made  him  known  to  lovers  of  blooded 
stock  throughout  the  country.  Fie  is  kept  in  cor- 
respondence with  breeders  from  [Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  is  frequently  visited  by  parties  who  have 
jcurneyed  hundreds  of  miles  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  examining  his  herd  of  Jerseys.  He  also  docs  a 
considerable  flour,  grain  and  feed  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Edgar  Brewer  &  Son. 

Mr.  Brewer  built  his  beautiful  home  in  Flocka- 
num,  which  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts 


that  make  life  worth  living,  and  takes  a  just  pride 
in  it.  He  is  also  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  the 
large  apple  trees  in  the  yard  he  grew  from  seeds 
sown  with  his  own  hand,  while  the  beautiful  row  of 
maples  in  front  of  the  place,  as  well  as  those 
in  the  lawns,  were  all  planted  by  himself. 

In  Xoveniber,  1854,  Edgar  ilrewer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Aliss  Ellen  S.,  daughter  of  George 
King,  of  iriartford,  and  four  children  have  been  born 
to  them :.  Cassius  King,  a  farmer  of  East  Hartford; 
Flelen  Eugenia,  who  died  in  her  sixteenth  year; 
Robert  Henry,  deceased  in  infancy ;  and  R.  !Mont- 
gomery,  who  assists  his  father  in  tlie  farm  and 
other  interests.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Brewer  attend  the 
services  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  was 
a  member  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time  the 
church  was  erected  at  Hockanum.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  though  taking  no  special  interest  in 
the  ali'airs  of  the  party,  and  has  declined  to  accept 
nomination  for  ofhce.  He  is  very  popular  in  the 
community,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  county's 
most  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizens. 

EDWARD  D.  DICKIXSOX  is  an  energetic  and 
successful  tobacco  grower  and  farmer  of  Glaston- 
bury, has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  tobacco  busi- 
ness, and  is  one  of  the  largest  growers  in  the  town. 
A  son  of  Xathaniel  and  Alary  (Rich)  Dickinson, 
he  was  born  April  22,  1S49,  Alarlboro,  Hartford 
comity,  in  a  house  which  was  located  in  the  northern 
part  of  that  town  and  has  since  been  torn  down. 
[The  ancestral  historv  of  the  family  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  Julius  G.  Dickinson,  elsewhere.] 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired 
in  the  district  sclioois  and  linished  at  the  Pentield 
Hill  school,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Port- 
land, which  was  a  very  good  school  in  those  days. 
On  laying  aside  his  text  books,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  returned  home,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  nearly  twenty-one,  and  then  went  to 
East  Hampton,  Conn.,  forming  a  partnership  with 
a  cousin,  Xatlian  R.  Hall,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hall  &  Dickinson,  and  engaging  in  getting  out  tim- 
ber and  lumber,  such  as  railroad  ties,  poles,  piles, 
ship  timber,  etc.,  m  which  business  they  continued 
about  two  years  with  success.  On  selling  out  the 
business  to  a  companv,  3.1r.  Dickinson  went  to  Port- 
land, Conn.,  where  for  six  months  he  served  as  fore- 
man in  the  Brainard  brown-stone  quarries,  having 
a  number  of  men  under  him,  many  of  whom  were 
much  older  than  he.  The  following  spring,  in  1872, 
he  came  to  Hockanum,  in  the  town  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  was  employed  for  a  year  by  J.  Knox  Hall 
as  a  farm  hand,  endeavoring  to  learn  in  this  way 
something  (jf  tobacco  culture.  In  1875  he  and  his 
brother,  Charles  R.,  leased  land  of  Henry  Daniels, 
Henry  Holmes  and  Alonzo  Roberts,  in  Hockanum, 
where  they  cleared  a  tract  of  new  land  and  planted 
j  it  in  tobacco,  raising  the  first  crop  on  what  is  now 
I  sorne  of  the  best  tobacco  land  in  East  Hartford. 
I  They  raised  about  seven  and  a  half  acres  annually 
for  three  years,  and  met  with  success  in  the  under- 
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taking;-.  After  his  niarriai;c.  in  1875.  our  suljjcct 
locat1.1l  oil  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  it  heiui;- 
occu;)ieiI  hy  his  father-in-law,  Ku^soll  Sellew,  who 
for  inanv  years  condueletl  a  restaurant  on  .Main 
street,  llartlord.  Tlie  farm  was  not  culti\-;Ued,  as 
IMr.  Sellew  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his  eate,  and 
when  -Mr.  Dickinson  took  charqe  of  the  same  it  was 
in  a  "ruii-d(.iwn"  condition,  lie  erected  all  of  the 
outbuildinL;s,  has  improved  the  same  from  time  to 
time,  and  has  r.ilded  to  the  farm,  which  when  he 
took  possession  consisted  of  twenty-tue  acres.  In 
connection  w  ith  his  farm  work  he  also  enyaLied  ex- 
tensively in  buying  and  selling  cattle.  In  1899 
raised  twelve  acres  of  tobacco,  which  was  sold  in  the 
field  to  the  same  buyer  who  has  purchased  our  sub- 
ject's crop  for  a  number  of  years  past. 

On  Sept.  7.  1S75.  Mr.  Dickinson  married  I\Iiss 
Ella  S.  Sellew.  who  was  born  June  7,  185S.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Russell  and  Mary  (Manning)  Se'.lew.  The 
father  was  born  March  7.  1829.  and  died  Jan.  30, 
1873,  t'-*-'  luotlier  was  born  Dec.  20,  1827.  and 
died  Sept.  14,  1882.  In  their  familv  were  three  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Florence  E..  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years:  and  Alice  -\L.  now  the  wife 
of  Cassius  Raynesford,  of  Ellis,  Ellis  Co.,  Kan. 
Our  subject  purcliased  her  interest  in  the  old  home- 
stead. Mr.  and  Airs.  Dickinson  have  one  child, 
Bertha  May,  who  was  born  June  4,  1876,  and  was 
married,  Xov.  28,  1894.  to  Ansel  Bidwell,  a  son  of 
Ansel  and  Emeline  (Hodge)  Bidwell,  of  the  same 
town;  he  is  a  soap  manufacturer  of  South  Glaston- 
bury, and  resides  with  our  subject.  Thev  have  two 
children:  Leon  Russell,  born  Dec.  23. '1895;  and 
Edward  Dickinson,  born  .-\pril  12.  1897. 

Mr.  Dickinson  and  his  familv  attend  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  he  atfiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  of  which  his  father  was  also  a  sup- 
porter. He  has  served  as  grand  juror  and  assessor, 
and  has  filled  other  miner  oftices.  Sociallv  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Elm  Lodge,  Xo.  53,'!.  O.  O. 
F.,  in  whicli  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  at  one 
time  was  also  connected  with  the  Grange  and  the 
Order  of  L'nited  American  ^Mechanics.  He  is  a 
man  of  jovial  disposition,  is  wide-awake  and  en- 
ergetic, and  tne  success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life 
is  due  entirely  to  his  own  industry,  perseverance 
and  good  management. 

Ch.\kli:s  R.  DrcKixso.x,  a  brother  of  onr  stib- 
ject,  now  residing  in  Rockville,  Conn.,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  ^^larlboro,  Aug.  29,  1851, 
and  received  a  district-school  education,  which  was 
completed  when  he  was  fourteen  vears  of  age. 
When  about  twenty  he  and  his  brother  embarked 
in  the  tobacco  business  in  East  Hartford,  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  until  1875.  when  he  went  West, 
visiting  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wisconsin  and 
Illinois.  He  workea  in  various  places  at  the  joiner's 
trade,  and  conducted  a  hotel  in  Hampshire,  Kane 
Co.,  111.,  for  six  months.  Returning  to  Connecticut, 
he  located  on  the  home  farm  in  Marlboro,  and  like 
his  brother  he  engaged  in  getting  out  timber  for 
cress  tics,  poles,  etc.    He  operated  the  farm  for 


j  about  ten  years,  and  then  went  to  I'.llington,  Tol- 
I  land  Co..  Conn.,  w  Iktc  I'.e  purchased  a  house  and  lot, 
being  engaged  in  the  wl.olesale  and.  retail  dressed 
n-,eat  business  at  that  place  for  many  years.  In  No- 
vember. i8()t).  he  niDved  to  Uockville.  Conn.,  wdiere 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ellington 
Congregational  Church,  ainl  a  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  In  1S81  .Mr.  Dickinson  married  Miss 
Fannie  Ferguson,  a  (iau;.;hter  of  Samuel  A.  Fergu- 
son, a  wagonmaker  of  Marlboro,  and  they  have  one 
j  son,  Merton  \'.,  at  home. 

nilLlP  10I1X  BRIDEAUX.  As  a  stock 
breeder  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  rapidly  acquir- 
ing a  rejnUation  which  is  extending  far  and  wide. 
He  was  l)orn  in  the  Island  of  Jersey,  the  original 
home  of  the  famous  Jersey  breed  of  cattle,  and  his 
ancestors  for  generations  have  been  noted  breeders 
of  cattle.  As  a  bov  our  subject  became  an  expert 
judge  of  cattle,  and  in  adult  life  he  adopted  the  oc- 
cuoation  of  his  father.  He  exported  stock  from  his 
native  island  to  America,  and  realizing  the  vast  op- 
pcrtunities  in  this  country  he  finally  came  to  the 
United  States.  Ilis  successes  here  are  brieHy  re- 
counted in  the  following  sketch. 

'Sir.  Brideau.x  was  born  in  the  Island  of  Jersey 
Sept.  2,  1S52,  son  of  John  and  [Nlary  (LeGresley  ) 
Brideaux,  and  grandson  of  John  Brideau.x.  Both 
his  father  and  his  grandfather  were  farmers  and 
breeders  of  fine  Jersev  cattle  on  the  Island,  where 
the  former  was  born  in  181 3.  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  si.xty-eight  years.  He  was  a  progressive  and  en- 
ergetic man.  and  tnese  traits  his  son.  our  subject, 
has  inherited.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
April  14,  1 8 18,  and  died  in  England,  where  she  is 
buried.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons,  of 
whom  Philip  John  was  the  youngest.  John  Francis, 
born  in  September.  1846,  clied  in  189S:  he  had  one 
daughter,  Amelia.  Elias  John,  born  in  August. 
1849,  married  Maryann  Pirouet,  and  they  had 
twelve  children,  of  whom  \A'alter  P.,  the  fourth  son, 
came  to  this  country  in  1899  to  learn  farming  and 
cattle  breeding,  making  his  home  with  his  uncle,  our 
subject. 

Philip  J.  Brideaux  received  his  education  in  Eliz- 
abeth and  X'ictona  Colleges,  Englanu,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  took  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
his  brothers  having  previously  married.    This  farm 
he  continued  to  operate  until  he  migrated  lo  America 
in  May,  1889,  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married 
ii'  England  Sept.  27,  1883.   She  was  Miss  ^lay  Eliz- 
I  abeth  Prigg,  born  Jan.  27,  1856,  daughter  of  John 
j  and  .Maria  (Bowles)  Prigg,  born  Aug.  17,  1829,  and 
I  Jan.  27,  1829.  respectivelv. 

I  Before  cominp-  to  the  United  States  ^Ir.  Brid- 
eau.x bred  Jersey  cattle  for  shipment  to  this  country, 

I  and  was  the  largest  breeder  of  stock  on  the  Island 
of  Jersey.  From  the  time  he  was  ten  vears  old  his 
father  would  send  him  to  all  the  fairs  on  the  Island, 
which  were  considered  very  important  events  in  the 
farm  life  of  that  place,  and  the  bov  thus  developed 
quite  an  interest  in  cattle.    He  became  an  authority 
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in  jiulciii!^  oatlk',  and  was  trctincnily  clmscn  jvuli;o 
in  cop.tc>i>.  iK'inL;'  Inn  t\vcnt\ -n u;r  when  he  acted 
as  Juili^e  in  the  principal  lairs  in  England — the 
Royal  Agricultnral  SIk'W,  the  Roval  Connlies'  and 
the  Lontlon  Dairy  Show. 

Mr.  r>ruleanx  determined  bcl\ne  locatini;  jier- 
nianently  in  the  I'nitcvl  Stales  to  accpnaint  himself 
more  fully  with  thv'  methods  of  American  farmers. 
Accor(,lini;lv  he  look  charge  of  the  d.airy  business  on 
a  large  farm  near  Easton.  Renn..  remaining'  there 
about  a  year,  lie  then  went  to  Limenburg,  Mass., 
where  he  held  a  similar  position  iov  two  years,  then 
went  to  Xew  R.ritain.  Conn.,  and  look  charge  of  one 
of  the  farms  owned  by  Theodore  Stanlev,  of  Cedar 
Hill,  where  he  remained  a  year.  The  four  vears' 
experience  was  enough.  Mr.  Lrideaux  purchased 
the"  farm  of  eighty-six  acres  in  Xewington.  known 
as  "Maple  Grove,"  and  resumed  on  his  own  account 
the  breeding  of  fine  cattle.  It  has  been  said  that 
he  has  the  finest  lot  of  Jersey  cattle  in  the  county, 
or  perhaps  that  are  raised  anywhere  in  the  world. 
He  justly  prides  himself  in  the  unsurpassed  quality 
of  his- stock,  a  fact  that  has  been  freciuently  attested. 
He  keeps  regularly  from  thirty  to  forty  head  of 
full-blooded  Jerseys.  Although  competition  has 
been  very  keen,  he  has  alw  ays  taken  the  best  prizes, 
and  at  the  Reading  meeting  (England)  in  18S7  he 
took  first  prize  for  the  best  cow  of  anv  breed  with 
two  of  her  oftspring.  At  the  Connecticut  Dairy- 
men's Association  Convention,  held  in  i8g8  at  Hart- 
ford, ^Ir.  Brideaux  received  the  first  prize  or  sweep-  ! 
stakes  for  the  best  butter,  having  ninety-seven  and  I 
one-half  points  out  of  a  possible  one  hundred.  This  j 
was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Association  1 
that  the  creameries  were  defeated  in  this  contest.  | 
Mr.  r)rideaux  also  raises  the  first  potatoes  of  the 
season. 

!Mr.  Brideaux  and  his  estimalile  wife  are  mem-  | 
hers  of  the  Grace  Episcopal  Church  of  Xewington,  , 
of  which  he  is  a  vestryman.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  Mrs.  Brideaux  is  a  larlv  of  education  and 
culture,  having  graduated  in  1876  from  the  Salis- 
bury (Wiltshire)  Xormal  Training  College.  She 
followed  teaching  until  her  marriage. 

ALFRED  MERRIMAX,  a  well-known  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Plantsville,  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co.,  was 
born  on  what  is  known  as  the  Gad  Andrews  farm, 
in  Southington,  ?^Iay  23.  183 1. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestrv  back  to  X'athaniel 
Merriman,  wdio  was  born  in  England  in  1614,  and 
settled  in  Xew  Haven  as  early  as  1639.  In  October, 
1665,  he  was  confirmed  sergeant  of  the  X'ew  Haven 
train-band  by  the  General  Court.  In  1672  he  re- 
moved to  Wailingford,  and  was  there  confirmed 
lieutenant  of  the  train-band.  On  Xov.  i,  1675,  he 
was  captain  of  the  Troop  of  Dragoons  in  Xew 
Haven  countv.  and  in  1691-92  was  by  vote  continued 
captain.  He  signed  the  plantation  covenant  in  Xew 
Haven  in  1639;  in  1673  was  on  a  committee  to  fix 
the  boundary  between  Wailingford  and  other  towns; 


and  was  sever.il  times  depiUy  to  the  General  Court  '  ! 

from  Wailingford.    He  ilied  there  I'eh.  13,  i'h)4, 
ageti  eighty  vears.    His  son,  John  Merriman,  w;is  ! 
Ixirn  in  .New  Ha\'en  in  l'\'bruar\',  lo^o,  and  married  j 
for  liis  first  wife  Hannah  Lines,  and  for  his  second  ; 
J'.Iizaheih  I'eck.    He  was  the  lalher  of  Rev.  John  ■  j 

-Merriman,  who  was  born  Oct.  16,  1691,  and  was  j 
marrietl,  heh.  24.  1726.  to  Jemima  Wilco.x.  He  was  | 
a  Baptist  minister,  and  was  among  the  first  to  join  'j 
that  denomination  in  Wallir.gforu  in  1729.  In  1738  | 
he  became  pastor  of  the  Ba[)tist  Church  at  that  place,  \ 
resigned  in  1750,  and  removed  to  the  southwestern  -  j 

part  of  Soulliington,  where  he  died  I'el).  17,  1784.  j 
His  son,  John  Merriman,  was  born  in  Wallingiiuxi,  1 
Sept.  12,  1728.  :.nd  died  in  Southington.  April  13,  '  ' 

1 80 1.  The  latter  was  the  father  of  Cliauncey  Alerri-  1; 
man,  a  soldier  of  tlie  Revolutionary  war,  who  was  r 
married  Feb.  13,  1777,  to  Sarah  Ives,  of  Cheshire.  j 
This  worthy  couple  were  the  grandparents  of  our  '■  I 

subject.  j 
Anson  [Merriman,  father  of  our  subject,  was  | 
born  in  Southington,  Oct.  21,  1786,  and  was  married 
Oct.  31,  iSio,  to  Jerusha  Bacon,  daughter  of  Joel  j| 
Bacon,  of  Westfield,  Conn.    She  died  March  18,  I 
1822,  and  he  was  again  married.  Sept.  18,  1822,  his  jl 
second  union  being  with  Fanny  Hubbard,  of  Sand-  y 
isfield,  r^Iass.    He  at  one  time  owned  what  is  now  j 
known  as  the  Gad  Anflrews  farm,  which  he  sold  in 
1832,  and  purchased  a  place  on  Shuttle  !\Ieadow,  : 
now  owned  bv  his  son  Josiah.    At  various  times  he  ; 
engaged  in  manufacturing  articles,  such  as  brass 
combs,  buttoiis  wound  with   sewing  silk,  hames, 
brooms,  carriage  bolts,  etc.,  and  was  the  first  to  dis- 
cover and  manufacture  cement.    lie  died  Sept.  2. 
1853- 

Our  subject  was  only  about  two  years  old  when 
the  family  removed  to  the  farm  on  Shuttle  ^Meadow, 
now^  owned  by  his  brother,  and  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  at  Lewis  Academy.  In  earlv  life  he  served  a 
three-years  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenters  trade 
with  Lyon  &  Ballard,  of  Meriden,  and  later  worked 
at  the  same  as  a  journeyman  for  twenty-five  years, 
but  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  employed  as 
a  machinist  bv  the  Atwater  ^^lanufacturing  Co. 

On  X'ov.  8,  1853.         ^lerriman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Amelia  ^^leserole,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  ]\Iaha!a  ^vleserole,  of  Astoria.  Long 
Island.    Bv  that  union  were  born  two  children :  Ida, 
who  died  April  28,  1874,  aged  nineteen  years;  and 
Estella,  wife  of  Eben  White.   The  mother  of  these 
died  Feb.  17,  1876,  aged  forty  years,  eight  months, 
and  for  his  second  wife  our  subject,  on  Xov.  30, 
1880,  married  Miss  Flenrietta  Howell,  also  of  As- 
toria,   lioth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merriman  hold  member-  . 
!  ship  in  the  Plantsville  Congregational  Church,  and 
1  are  highly  respected  and  esteemed  bv  all  who  know 
{  them.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

I       EL^IER  GEORGE  CLARK  whose  home  is  on 
!  Farmington  avenue.  West  Hartford,  has  for  many 
years  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricult- 
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lira!  intorosts  ol  llartford  county,  aiul  in  liis  labors 
lias  met  with  marked  succc>s. 

Mr.  L  lark  was  born  in  Xow  lla\cn.  Conn.,  Xov. 
11.  1S40.  a  son  of  Dorus  ami  Atlanta  (llotchkiss) 
L'kirk.  The  laihor  was  born  at  Xo.  7,  Washing- 
ton street,  llarit'i.'rd.  in  1807,  and  Xov.  4,  1822, 
was  bound  out  until  twcnt)-onc  years  of  age  to 
Durrie  iS:  Peck,  at  Xcw  liaveii.  to  learn  the  bcxik- 
binder's  trade,  wliich  he  subsequently  followctl  for 
a  time  in  that  city,  and  later  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  there.  Ilo  was  a  member  of  the  Xcw 
Haven  Greys.  There  he  married  .Miss  Atlanta 
Hotchkiss  who  wa-;  born  Sei>t.  22.  1810,  and  died 
Sept  2J,  i8()J,  and  he  died  in  Xow  Haven,  Oct.  14, 
1S82.  He  was  struck  by  a  train  at  Madison,  Conn., 
and  for  two  or  three  years  before  his  death  was  un- 
able to  attend  to  i  usiness.  In  his  family  were  five 
chilchen  :  Sheldon,  w  ho  spent  his  entire  life  in  Xcw 
Haven,  where  b.is  death  occurred;  Ellen  S.,  a  resi- 
dent of  that  city;  Elmer,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  Elmer  G.,  our  subject;  and  Adella  M., 
wife  of  Thomas  G.  Shepard,  of  Xew  Haven. 

Dorns  Clark,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  7,  17O3,  a  son  of  Josiah  and  .Martha 
(Benton)  Clark,  who  were  married  julv  13,  1762. 
Josiah  Clark  was  born  in  1737,  and  died  Mav  13, 
181S,  while  his  wife  was  born  in  1741,  and  died 
Xov.  8,  1S15.  They  had  only  two  children:  Dorus 
and  Eunice,  the  latter  born  May  23,  1765,  and  died 
Dec.  I,  1774.  Dorus  Clark  followed  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade,  and  resided  at  the  old  homestead  at 
Xo.  7  W  ashington  street,  Hartford.  On  Aug.  29, 
1786,  he  married  Clarissa  Barnard,  wdio  was  born  in 
1765,  and  died  June  4,  1846;  he  died  ^larch  13, 
1877.  In  their  family  were  nine  children :  Chauncey, 
born  Xov.  19,  1787,  died  April  20,  1792;  Eunice, 
born  Eeb.  27,  1789,  died  Dec.  i,  1S72;  ^Martha,  born 
jMarch  17,  1791,  died  June  i,  1849;  ^-largaret,  born 
Feb.  9,  1793,  died  Xov.  26,  i8(X):  Clarissa,  born 
Dec.  I,  1794;  Chauncey,  born  Oct.  18,  1798,  died 
Dec.  26,  1845;  Wannah,  born  Xov.  i,  1800,  died 
Sept.  14,  1893;  Dorus,  born  Xov.  4,  1807,  died  Oct. 
14,  1882;  and  George,  born  Feb.  5,  1811,  died  June 
28,  1889. 

When  only  three  years  old  Elmer  G.  Clark  came 
to  West  Hartford  to  make  his  home  with  his  aunt 
Hannah,  wife  of  George  Giddings,  and  his  education 
was  begun  at  the  school  in  Quaker  Lane.  Later  he 
attended  the  Webster  public  high  school,  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  the  high  school  at  West  Hartford.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  the  Giddings  homestead  in  West  Hartford, 
and  on  Xov.  i,  1890,  removed  from  that  place  to  his 
present  home  on  Farminglon  avenue,  West  Flart- 
ford.  He  is  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  fine  farming 
land,  which  he  has  i)laccd  under  excellent  cultivation 
and  successfully  operates,  being  a  thorough  and 
systematic  farmer,  and  a  man  of  good  business 
ability.  Public-spirited  and  enterprising,  he  is  con- 
nected with  all  matters  p;.-rtaining  to  puljlic  improve- 
ment, and  has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of 
selectman  of  the  town  and  chairman  of  the  board 


I  of  relief  for  many  years.    l-"raterna!ly  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange,  and  has  been  a  member  of  W\ll\  s 
j  Lodge,  Xo.  99,      (.^  A.  3.L,  since  18O4. 
j        On  Oct.  28,  1863,  in  South  Windsor,  Conn.,  Mr. 
I  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances 
i  Augusta  lirant.    They  have  one  son,  George  Dorus, 
I  born  Xov.  12,  186*9,  ^''''^o  has  been  connected  with 
the  United  States  Bank  since  se\t^ntcen  years  of  age, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  W\l!vs  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F. 
&  A.  M. 

'        Mrs.  Clark  is  a  descendant,  on  both  sides  of 
I  the  family,  of  Matthew  Cirant,  who  was  born  Oct. 
i  27,  iCor,  and  died  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  Dec.  16,  16S1. 
j  Her  father,  Horace  Grant,  was  born  at  W'apping 
I  in  1807,  a  son  of  Elliott  and  Chloe  (I'enton)  Grant, 
I  and  spent  his  school  days  in  the  town  of  South 
j  Windsor.    Lie  was  town  clerk  for  many  years,  and 
'  also  filled  the  oftice  of  justice  of  the  peace.  Re- 
!  ligiously  lie  w  as  a  memlier  of  the  ^lethodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  South  Windsor,  and  died  in  that 
faith,  at  Wapping,  .March  15,  1851.    He  was  mar- 
ried in  ^\'apping,  Jan.  12,  1834,  to  ]Miss  Lucina 
I  Grant,  daughter  of  Gustavus  Grant.    She  was  born 
I  there,  Jan.  11,  1813,  and  died  there,  Xov.  19,  1884. 

In  their  family  were  six  children:  Ida  Eliza,  born 
I  Oct.  12,  1835,  was  married,  Feb.  10,  1856,  to  .\n- 
I  drew  Jackson  Fow  ler,  now  of  St.  Paul,  2^Iinn. ;  Jus- 
j  tina  IMary,  born  .A.ug.  21,  1837,  was  married  in 
South  Windsor,  Oct.  12,  1859,  to  William  Ozias 
Bissell,  who  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  on  Dec.  9,  1865,  she  married  Edwin 
]\L  Thrall,  of  Windsorville ;  Frances  Augusta,  born 
X'ov.  I,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Bradford 
i  Horace,  born  xA.pril  27,  1842,  was  married  at  Wap- 
ping, Dec.  31,  1863,  to  Josephine  Maria  Pierce,  and 
I  died  in  Manchester,  Conn.,  July  6,  1900;  Frederick 
j  Sanford,  born  .-Vug.  5,  1844.  was  married,  Xov.  30, 
!  1870,  to  ]Mary  Jane  Talcott.  and  lives  in  Parkville, 
!  Conn. ;  and  Laura  Maria,  born  Oct.  16,  1847, 
\  married,  June  8,  1869,  to  Frank  .Vvery,  now  of 
i  ^Manchester. 

i  ■  .  -■ 

^  ARTHUR  C.  ROBERTS  is  one  of  the  substan- 
I  tial  citizens  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  and  his  career 
I  gives  evidence  of  his  ability  and  enterprise.  .As 
I  an  agriculturist  he  has  followed  progressive 
!  methods,  and  in  general  business  lines  his  dealings 

have  been  marked  by  a  far-sighted  acumen  which 
■  his  gained  him  the  confidence  of  financiers. 
;       Mr.  Roberts  comes  of  an  old  and  highly-re- 
!  spected  family,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Judah 
'  Roberts,  was  a  wealthy,  prominent  agriculturist  of 

Litchfield  county,  residing  at  Hitchcockville  (now. 
;  Rivertonj,  and  also  owned  valuable  real  estate  at 

Windsor.  This  worthy  citizen  was  born  in  1763, 
;  and  died  June  17,  1839,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
I  Cicero,  in  Windsor,  his  remains  being  interred  in 

Windsor  cemetery.  His  wife,  ]Mercy  (Eno),  was 
;  born  in  1784,  and  died  .Aug.  30,  184 1,  at  Windsor. 
I  They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  as  follows: 
I  Samuel  resided  near  Detroit,  Mich.,  for  some  years, 

and  then  removed  to  Colorado,  where  he  died;  he 
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had  throe  children,  \\"illiani,  W'aher  and  Marv, 
who  reside  at  Roberts  Landini^',  Mich.  Hno  (de- 
ceased) resided  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  had 
three  children,  now  livint^.  Jndah  (deceased)  had 
two  ciiildrcn,  who  reside  in  the  \\'e-t.  Cicero,  our 
subject's  fatiier,  is  mentioned  liclow.  Thankful 
married  D.  C.  Y.  Moore,  and  died  in  Colebrook, 
Conn.;  they  had  a  family  of  four  children,  Osbert 
(deceased)  ;  John  A.  and  Roberts  C,  living  at  Rob- 
crtsville,  Coim  ;  and  Marilla  (deceased).  Laura  was 
twice  married,  and  died  in  Wayne  county.  Penn. 
Esther  became  the  lirst  wife  of  Julius  Ransom,  of 
Windsor,  and  died  near  Honesdale,  Penn..  at  the 
home  of  her  sister;  she  had  one  son,  Roberts,  now 
residing  near  Honesdale. 

Cicero  Rouerts,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Aug.  i6,  1S21,  at  Riverton,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  local 
fechools.  P~or  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing with  a  degree  of  success  which  stamped  him 
as  possessing  a  superior  mind,  of  rare  force  of  char- 
acter. About  1840,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
he  removed  to  \\'indsor,  where  he  taught  in  nearly 
every  district,  but  he  was  especially  identitied  with 
the  schools  of  District  Xo.  4.  IMany  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  town  were  among  his  pupils,  and 
entertain  a  grateful  recollection  of  his  efficiency  as 
an  instructor,  his  methods  having  been  much  in  ad- 
vance of  his  time.  For  many  years  he  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  farming,  having  located  on  a  tract 
which  had  once  belonged  to  his  fatlier,  and  in  this 
he  was  also  successful,  at  his  death  leaving  a  hand- 
some competence,  gained  in  a  manner  which  estab- 
hshed  for  him  a  high  reputation  for  integrity.  He 
^was  noted  for  his  energy  and  industry,  which  doubt- 
less hastened  his  death,  and  his  public  spirit  was 
manifested  in  many  ways,  the  remark  being  niade 
when  he  passed  away  that  "few  could  have  been 
taken  that  would  be  missed  as  much  as  he.'"  While 
he  was  not  a  strict  Methodist  in  belief,  he  was  an 
active  worker  in  that  church,  contributing  liberally 
and  serving  in  various  offices,  including  that  of 
^chorister,  which  he  held  for  many  years.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Republican,  and  voted  regularlv,  but 
he  never  sought  or  held  office.  His  death  occurred 
Feb.  13,  1875,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
family  lot  in  Windsor  cemetery.  Throughout  his 
life  he  showed  a  great  love  for  his  home,  and  it 
was  there  that  the  best  qualities  of  his  character  had 
full  play.  His  first  wife,  Julia  (Loomis),  of  Wind- 
sor, died  Oct.  12,  1847,  aged  twenty-five  vears,  leav- 
ing no  children.  He  then  married  Miss  Julia 
Stoughton,  who  was  born  in  Windsor  in  1824,  a 
daughter  of  Harvey  Stoughton,  and  died  Dec.  7, 
1865.  His  third  wife,  Celestia  A.  Gillett,  born  in 
1829,  died  Aug.  8,  1889.  He  had  two  children, 
both  by  the  second  marriage:  Emma  Frances,  who 
died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  and  Arthur 
C,  our  subject.  An  adopted  daughter,  Mabel  H., 
died  Dec.  20,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 


Our  subject  was  born  Nov.  6,  1859.  at  the  old 
home  between  Windsor  and  Poquonock.  and  began 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  District  Xo.  4.  his 
lather  being  one  of  his  early  teachers.  For  a  time 
lie  attended  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Hart- 
ford, and  took  a  partial  course  at  Hannum's  Busi- 
ness College,  in  that  city ;  but  as  he  was  yet  in  his 
"teens  when  his  father  died  he  was  compelled  to 
gain  nuich  of  his  knowledge  of  business  methods 
through  practical  effort  in  the  management  of  his 
estate.  Having  alwavs  assisted  in  the  work  at 
home,  he  was  familiar  with  the  details,  and  he  is 
known  as  an  excellent  manager.  In  1S78  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm,  which  had  been  sold 
by  his  father,  but  was  forfeited  by  the  buyer  through 
failure  to  complete  the  payments.  He  is  interested 
in  many  business  enterprises  in  his  locality,  being 
a  leading  stockholder  in  the  Windsor  Creamery, 
and  has  added  to  his  inherited  wealth  through  his 
judicious  investments. 

On  Oct.  29,  1S90,  ]\Ir.  Roberts  married  ^liss 
Xellie  W.  Clark,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Xaomi 
]\I.  (\\'illes)  Clark,  well-known  residents  of  Frank- 
lin, X'ew^  London  Co.,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Edith  Clark,  born  Aug.  17,  1899.  Mrs. 
Roberts  is  much  esteemed  among  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  and  is  an  efficient  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Windsor,  in  which  ]Mr.  Rob- 
erts is  prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Society's 
committee.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  is 
not  especially  interested  in  partisan  work,  although 
he  considers  it  his  duty  to  vote  at  all  elections. 
He  takes  keen  interest  in  all  educational  affairs,  and 
some  time  past  has  served  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  School  District  Xo.  6,  of  Windsor,  and  at 
present  (1900)  is  one  of  the  school  visitors. 

CHARLES  ALLEX  ATKIXS,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
^Mansfield,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  Jan.  20,  1852,  a 
son  of  Charles  A.  Atkins,  who  was  a  native  of 
Xew  Britain. 

Charles  A.  Atkins,  Sr.,  was  of  a  disposition 
which  may  be  said  to  have  been  at  once  roving  and 
energetic.  While  yet  a  young  man,  with  such  cap- 
ital as  he  could  command,  he  started  in  business  on 
his  own  account  as  a  peddler,  driving  a  wagon 
through  the  towns  of  Connecticut,  and  finally  ven- 
tured over  the  western  line  of  the  State  and  en- 
tered the  City  of  Xew  Yory.  While  engaged  in 
disposing  of  his  wares  on  Broadway,  one  of  the 
passers-by  on  that  thoroughfare,  attracted  by  nis 
cries,  paused  to  listen  to  his  argumentative  and 
exhortatory  discourse.  Perceiving  that  he  pos- 
sessed the  elements  of  a  first-rate  salesman  in 
an  unusual  degree,  the  stranger  introduced  him- 
self, and  opened  a  conversation.  Mr.  Atkins" 
interviewer  proved  to  be  a  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Wil- 
son, Mann  &  Co.,  Xew  York,  and  as  a  result 
of  the  conversation  he  entered  into  a  contract  w  ith 
the  company  to  serve  as  one  of  their  commercial 
travelers  for  a  term  of  six  years.    At  the  expiration 
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of  that  period  lio  was  adniiltod  into  iiarlnorship, 
the  business  relations  extending-  c^ver  several  years. 
They  dealt  wholesale  in  ilry  goo^is,  and  the  business 
done  was  extensive  in  volume  and  profitable  in  char- 
acter. In  185J  Mr.  Atkins  withdrew  from  active 
connection  with  tlie  tirm.  although  still  retaining  his 
interest  in  the  Inisiness.  and  that  year,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  returned  to  .Man-field,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year,  in  an  cttort  to  recu[ierate  Ins  strent^^th. 
In  1854  he  returned  to  Xew  ^'ork,  hut  ill  lieahh  jire- 
vented  him  from  remainiuL:  there,  and  he  returned 
the  same  year  to  his  early  home,  where  he  cnntinued 
to  reside  for  ten  vears.  He  then  went  to  Tolland 
county,  reniaiuiui;  iIilTc  lor  ii\'e  yeai\-..  The  \  ears 
between  1S70  and  1S72  he  sjient  at  Windsor  Locks, 
from  which  place  he  removed  to  Hartford,  wh.ere  he 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  imtil  his  death, 
in-iSSj,  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  Mr.  .Atkins  married  Caroline  Phillips,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  lieing 
the  eldest;  Frederick  resides  in  Hartfortl  and  John 
is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Charles  A.  Atkins,  Jr.,  received  his  first  educa- 
tional training  in  the  district  scliools  of  the  locality 
of  his  residence,  supplementing  same  by  attendance 
at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Snflield.  After 
graduation  from  that  school  he  went  to  Hartford, 
where  he  entered  the  emplov  of  C.  T.  ]Marston  & 
Co.,  a  prominent  wholesale  lumber  firm  of  that  city. 
He  remained  with  this  hrm  for  eighteen  years,  dur- 
ing the  last  five  of  which  he  held  the  responsible 
position  of  lumber  buyer  for  the  company.  In  1888 
he  came  from  Hartford  to  Manchester,  wk.ere  he  has 
since  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
dealer  in  all  descriptions  of  lumber,  shingles  and 
laths,  and  his  sttccess  has  been  most  pronounced. 
Notwithstanding  ]\Ir.  Atkins"  business  is  located  in 
Manchester,  he  still  resides  in  Hartford,  going  and 
,  returning  dai!}-.  He  has  just  completed  a  beauti- 
ful and  expensive  home  on  Kenyon  Hciglns,  one  of 
the  most  fashionable  locations  in  the  city. 

On  July  10,  1876,  ^Ir.  Atkins  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  ^^'est,  of  Rockville,  and  they  have  had 
six  children — Edward  and  Florence  and  four  who 
died  in  infancy.  Air.  Atkins  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  socially  belongs  to  the  Alanchester  Wheel 
and  Social  Club,  and  is  a  highly  esteemed  member 
of  the  community.  He  has  repeatedlv  been  urged  to 
enter  the  political  field,  but  has  steadfastly  declined, 
feeling  that  his  business,  which  has  been  constantly 
growing  since  its  inception,  requires  his  undivided 
attention. 

CHARLES  OTT.  an  industrious  and  respected 
farmer  on  Forbes  Street,  East  Hartford,  was  born  in 
Colchester,  Westchester  County,  X.  Y.,  April  23, 
1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Marv  (Trump) 
Ott. 

Jacob  Ott  was  born  in  Werchburg,  Germany,  in 
1835,  received  but  a  limited  education,  learned  the 
trade  of  weaver,  and  in  1857  came  to  America  with 
the  hope  of  bettering  his  condition  in  life;  in  this 


hope  he  was  not  disai^pointed,  as  he  at  once  found 
emplo\nient  with  a  farmer  in  Westchester  Couutv. 
X.  v..  at  liftecn  ilollar,>  i)er  month.  In  that  cmnUy 
lie  married,  in  iSikj,  Mary  rruin]!.  a  nati\'e  of 
Ijavern,  Cermanx',  who  in  1850  embarked  nn  a  saii- 
ing-vessel  at  Havre,  l-"rance.  and  alter  a  vo\age  nf 
twenty-eight  days  landed  at  Xew  'S'ork  L'iiy,  w  iuM  e 
she  v,-as  emploved  as  a  domestic  unld  her  removal 
to  \\  estchester  ciumty  some  months  later,  in  kS(i4 
Mr.  Ott  brought  his  lamilv  to  Ma.^t  Hartford.  Conn., 
purchased  the  "liras.-ell'"  farm,  and  his  family  riow 
comjirises,  Ix'side  Charles,  cur  subject,  whc)  is  the 
elde.'^t  born,  three  children:  Alary,  who  is  married 
to  Henry  Alle'n,  and  is  living  in  Hartford;  F.mnia, 
wife  of  Sherman  W  risley,  of  Glastonbury:  and 
Carrie,  still  at  the  home  of  her  parents. 

Charles  Ott  was  reared  from  infancy  to  man- 
hood in  East  Hartford.  Lie  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
farm  inuil  his  marriage,  !May  8,  1884,  to  .Miss  Mary 
Alarch,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary  (Bantly  )  Alarch, 
and  born  Veh.  9,  1861.  John  Alarch,  her  father, 
was  born  April  i,  1830,  in  Wittenberg.  Germany, 
served  four  years  in  tlie  army,  sailed  from  Bremen 
and  landed  in  Xew  York,  and  thence  came  direct 
to  Hartford  county.  Conn.,  where  his  brothei -in- 
law, Anton  Bantly,  then  lived.  Here  he  married  an 
old  schoolmate,  Alary  Bantly,  who  was  born  in  Wit- 
tenberg in  1831,  and  who  bore  him  three  children : 
Alary,  Emma  and  John.  The  father  passed  away 
at  Hockanum  in  1877,  but  the  mother  is  still  living, 
at  an  advanced  age,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,^ 
Emma  Alarch.  in  the  village  named,  where  her  son 
John  also  resides.  To  the  marriage  of  Charles  Utt 
and  Alary  Alarch  have  been  born  six  children : 
Emma,  Alary,  Charles,  Grace,  Elsie  and  Carrie. 

In  1884  Air.  Ott  purcirased  his  present  farm 
from  Louis  Frye,  and  here  he  raises  from  four  to 
six  acres  of  tobacco  annually.  He  is  very  attentive 
to  his  vocation,  and  has  as  neat  a  place  as  there  is 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
but  devotes  more  attention  to  his  farm  and  farm 
topics  than  he  docs  to  politics  and  party  gossip  and 
discussion.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Alethodist 
Church,  and  have  an  excellent  standing  in  the  re- 
spect of  the  community.  Air.  Ott  lieing  quiet  and 
unassuming  in  his  demeanor,  and  strictly  upright  in 
everv  transaction,  whether  of  a  business  character 
or  otherwise. 

EDWARD  JOSEPH  CARROLL,  a  highly- 
respected  self-made  resident  of  East  Hartford,  and 
one  of  its  oldest  Irish-born  citizens,  has  raised  him- 
self from  a  poor  boy  to  a  position  of  aftluence 
through  his  personal  exertions  and  his  natural  apti- 
tude for  business,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
his  early  education  was  quite  limited. 

Air.  Carroll  was  born  Oct.  3.  1835.  in  County 
Dulilin.  Ireland,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (  Hef- 
fern )  Carroll,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1841  and  located  in  Scotland  (now 
Burnside),   Conn.,   where   he   found  employment 
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in  the  lioiuv  Ihulson  paper-mill,  being  a  paper- 
maker  by  traUe.  Edward  Carroll,  the  father  of 
Joseph,  was  also  a  pajx-rmaker,  came  t'i  America 
about  1S45,  •'"'■1  li^Hind  emiiloyment  in  the  same 
mill  in  Scotland.  Conn.  Later  he  removed  to  Roek- 
ville,  ToIUukI  coniuy.  wliere  he  died  in  185,0.  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years,  llis  w  ife.  wl:o  had  borne 
the  maiden  name  t->f  Elizabeth  Unrns,  died  in  Ire- 
land, the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Joseph, 
Ldward.  Robert.  Cliristoiiher.  .Martha  and  l.ridget 
came  to  the  United  States — the  boys  being  all  paper- 
makers.  One  son,  George,  remained  in  Ireland 
until  he  reached  adult  age,  and  the  others  died 
young.  Of  those  who  came  to  America.  Edward 
died  in  Rockville.  Conn.:  Christopher  died  at  Wind- 
sor Locks:  Robert  died  in  Rochester.  X.  i..  where 
he  had  become  a  merchant :  3Jartha  was  married 
to  James  Maliey.  and  died  in  I'.ridgeport.  Conn. ; 
and  Bridget,  who  married  Jonn  Toppen,  died  at 
\\'indsor  Lccks. 

Joseph  Carroll  was  born  in  Countv  Dublin.  Ire- 
land, about  1S05.  and  the  year  after  his  arrival  in 
Atr.erica  (1S41)  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  four 
of  his  children — Edward  T=.  r\Iary  A..  John  F.  and 
Joseph — who  had  passed  a  vear  in  Richmond,  York- 
shire, England,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Carroll's 
mother.  In  September.  1S42.  the  wife  and  children 
mentioned  embarked  at  Liverpool,  on  the  sailing 
vessel  "Chester,"  and  after  a  reasonably  short  voy- 
age of  four  weeks  landed  at  Xew  York  City,  whence 
they  came  by  boat  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  from 
Hartford  to  Scotland  (or  Burnside).  There  the 
family  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  1S70, 
when  they  removed  to  East  Hartford,  and  a  few 
years  later  to  Hartford,  where  the  father  died  at 
No.  199  Shelaon  street,  when  seventy-seven  years 
old,  and  the  niother  in  February.  iSy6.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  They  were  both  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  the  X^orth  Catholic  cemetery.  Joseph 
Cai*roll  was  very  energetic  and  industrious  up  to  the 
time  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  when  he  lost 
his  sight,  and  for  nine  vears  immediate!}'  preced- 
ing his  death  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  eyes. 
His  wife  was  a  noble  example  of  womanhood,  anc], 
like  her  husband,  was  highly  respected  by  many 
warm-hearted  friends.  The  children  born  to  this 
venerable  couple  numberetl  eleven,  as  follows:  Ed- 
ward J.,  our  subject;  ^lary  A.  (now  Mrs.  Patrick 
Garvan),  of  Hartford:  John  F.,  who  enlisted  in 
Compaiiy  E,  Twenty-fourth  Corinccticut  \'oIunteers, 
in  1862,  fell  before  Port  Hudson  May  25,  1863,  and 
was  buried  wdiere  he  fell  ( he  went  out  as  sergeant, 
but  his  company  was  divided,  and  he  was  acting  as 
a  private  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
brave  soldier  and  greatly  honored,  the  Sons  of  A^et- 
erans  camp  at  East  Hartford  being  named  after 
him)  ;  Joseph,  who  died  a  few  months  after  the  fam- 
ily came  to  America ;  Theresa  ( now  Mrs.  Peter  J. 
Gilligan),  of  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Elizabeth,  who  was 
a  Sister  of  Mercy  and  died  in  a  convent  at  Hartford  ; 


j  Joseph  E..  a  contractor  and  builder  in  East  Hart- 
i  ford;  Miss  Martha  and  Miss  Agnes,  who  reside  in 
'  Hartford  :  Frank,  who  died  in  the  same  city,  at  th.e 
'  age  of  thirty-tive  }  ears :  and  theM'e  2\iiss  Annie,  the 
j  youngest,  also  makes  her  home. 

i        lulward  J.  Carroll,  it  will  have  ueen  noticed,  was 
j  but  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Connecti- 
j  cut.     His  limited  edueatii'U  was  aciiuired  in  the 
1  district  sclviol  of  Burnside  under  sucn  teachers  as 
j  Mr.   \\'o<i(il)ridg"e.   Miss   Ayers,   Air.   Lyman  and 
I  W  alter  McKee;  when  le-^s  than  thirteen  years,  old 
he  ijuit  school,  as  his  parents  were  poor,  and  it  was 
I  nece,-s:iry  he  should  earn  a  trifle  toward  the  support 
of  the  large  family.    He  had  never  studied  gram- 
mar, but  being  possessed  of  a  keen  intellect  he  kept 
up  his  studies  later  in  life:  to-day  anyone,  judging 
from  his  conversation,  would  class  him  among  col- 
legians.   At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  work 
in  the  Htidsoi'i  paper-mill,  and  his  nrst  work'  was  at 
"laying  ott  for  tl;e  cutter."  He  advanced  in  the  work,^ 
learned  all  its  details,  and  worked  in  the  mill  until 
twenty-seven  years  eld,  and  then  for  a  few  weeks 
worked  in  Colt's  Armory,  at  Hartford.    In  April, 
1S62,  he  entered  Sharp's  rifle  works,  and  while  there 
employed  decided  to  serve  his  adopted  country  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.    He  was  given  authority 
to  recruit  a  companv,  wdiich  became  Company  E, 
Twenty-fourth   Connecticut   \'olunteers,   and  left 
Hartford  in  October  of  the  same  year.    He  was 
then  appointed   lieutenant  and   commissioned  by 
I  Gov.  Buckingham.    He  first  made  his  headquarters 
at  Middletown,  then,  in  Xoven'iber,  went  to  Center- 
ville,  R.  I.,  and  early  in  December,  1862,  joined 
Banks'  expedition  for  Xew  Orleans.      With  his 
regiment  Lietit.  Carroll  took  part  in  all  its  marches 
and  engagements  until  P^ebruary,  1863,  when,  the 
regiment  having  been  reduced  to  eight  companies,, 
there  was  a  superfluity  of  officers,  and  Lieut.  Car- 
I  roll  resigned  his  commission,  and  returned  home. 
1  He  virtuallv  served  as  captain  of  his  company,  all 
I  through,  from  the  time  it  first  went  into  camp,  the 
captain  proper,  George  A.  Denslow,  being  absent 
most  of. the  time. 
I       Lieut.  Carroll  reached  Connecticut  in  February, 
!  1S63.  and  in  .April  resumed  work  at  the  Hudson 
!  mill  in  Burnside  ( which  had  changed  proprietors 
j  in  the  meantime  ).  and  there-he  remained  until  .\pril, 
j  1S65,  when  he  ernbarked  in  the  paper  and  paper- 
!  stock  business  at  Xo.  245  State  street,  Hartford, 
i  For  the  first  year  he  conducted  this  business  on  his 
:  sole  account,  and  then,  in  partnership  with  Patrick 
I  Garvan,  he  established  the  firm  of  I^.  J.  Carroll  & 
Co. ;  this  style  was  maintained  until  February.  1877, 
I  when  [Mr.  Carroll  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner, 
[  but  remained  with  Mr.  Garvan  'n  the  store  on  the 
I  road  until  September,  1893.  since  when  he  has  been 
engaged  on  his  individual  account  as  a  dealer  in 
!  paper  and  paper-stock. 

j        Edward  J.  Carroll  was  joined  in  matrimony.  June 
j  23,  -1859,  at  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Hartford,  with 
[\Iiss  Mary  Ruth,  a. native  of  County  Kilkenny,  Ire- 
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land,  aiul  a  ilauL^liter  of  ]uhn  and  Ann  (  rowers) 
Kuih,  born  Dec.  _'4,  183O.  John  Rmli  canio  to  llic 
L  iiitcd  Stales  when  .Mrs.  Carroll  was  ten  and  one- 
half  years  of  age,  and  died  in  Ea-t  Hartford  in 
November,  i8(:S;  his  wife  survived  until  Xoveni- 
l)er,  1880,  when  she  passed  away  at  Waterburv. 
Conn.,  wliere  she  had  iKen  living-  the  later  years  of 
her  lite  with  a  son.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Carroll  have 
been  born  nine  children:  josej^h  R.,  an  insurance 
agent,  and  Edward  P.,  a  gardener,  both  of  East 
Hartford;  Anna  E.,  with  Ikt  parents:  Christopher 
J.,  now  an  undertaker  of  Kansas  City,  ^lo. ;  Ruth, 
a  teacher  of  East  Hartford ;  Ague.-,  a  Sister  of 
Mercy  of  Hartford;  May,  a  teacher,  of  East  Hart- 
ford ;  and  Alonzo,  also  in  business  in  Kansas  City, 
[Missouri. 

Mr.  Carroll  has  been  a  resident  of  East  Hart- 
ford since  18(15.  He  built  his  first  dwelling"  on 
llurnside  avenue,  by  which  act  lie  transformed  a 
blackberry  hill  into  a  pleasant  home,  planted  a  num- 
ber cf  rock  maple  trees  in  front  of  liis  dwelling, 
Avhcre  they  still  form  a  delightful  snade,  as  well  as 
presenting  an  ornamental  appearance  to  the  avenue, 
and  he  occupied  these  premises  until  1872,  when  he 
removed  to  the  corner  cf  Main  and  Orchard  streets, 
living  there  until,  in  1880,  he  came  to  his  present 
honie  on  Main  street — the  "John  B.  Smith  home- 
stead." 

In  politics  Mr.  Carroll  is  a  sound  Democrat,  and 
is  very  popular  with  his  party.  Although  he  has 
never  sought  public  office  for  the  sake  of  any  re- 
ward attached  thereto  he  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  fill  any  position  to  which  his  fellow  citizens  might 
have  invited  him,  and  in  this  spirit  of  patriotism  has 
served  as  assessor  two  vears,  justice  of  the  peace 
ten  years,  and  also  as  school  committeeman,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  High  School  Building  committee, 
as  a  chairman  of  the  Center  School  committee,  and 
as  chairman  of  the  High  School  committee. 

]Mr.  Carroll  and  family  are  members  of  St. 
IMary's  Catholic  Church,  contribute  liberally  to  its 
support,  and  are  leaders  in  Catholic  circles.  In 
fact,  the  first  Catholic  services  held  in  the  town  of 
East  Hartford  were  at  the  house  of  the  father  of 
our  subject,  in  1852,  at  Burnside,  and  so  continued 
once  a  month  for  several  years.  In  1872,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Catholic  residents  of  East  Hartford, 
jMr.  Carroll,  our  subject,  was  appointed  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  a  com.mittee  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  funds  with  which  to  erect  a  church 
•edifice,  and  he  succeeded  in  collecting  Si, 800  before 
anv  steps  had  been  taken,  even  to  secure  a  pastor. 
He  was  also  on  the  committee  that  purchased  the 
AVoc^dbridge  lot,  on  which  St.  Mary's  church  now 
stands,  and  was  otherwise  active  in  carrying  out  the 
plans  of  the  Catholics  to  secure  a  permanent  house 
of  worship  and  found  a  congregation,  wdiich  plans, 
it  will  have  been  seen,  culminated  in  success.  Since 
July,  1873,  ]\Ir.  Carroll  has  likewise  acted  as  pew 
collector. 

There  arc  few,  if  any,  warmer  friends  of  edu- 


cation in  the  town  than  Mr.  Carroll.  He  has  given 
'  liis  children  every  advantage  in  this  respect.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  Rodman  l^ost,  Xo.  65,  G. 
A.  R.,  at  East  Hartford,  was  its  first  junior  vice- 
commander,  ruse  to  the  rank  of  senior  vice-com- 
mander, anil  then  to  commainler,  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  served  as  quartermaster. 

Probably  no  better  «. climate  of  IMr.  Carroll's 
standing  and  ch.aracter  can  be  presented  to  the 
reader  than  that  furnished  in  the  following  extract 
from  a  local  newspaper:  'Air.  Carroll  is  a  man 
cf  untiring  industry,  of  seldom-erring  judgment, 
of  great  conpanionshin,  warm  genialitv  and  hos- 
pitable disposition.  In  his  opinions  he  is  broad  and 
ch.aritable,  always  ineeting  with  the  utmost  courtesy 
tliose  wlio  disagree  with  him,  and  allowing  them 
every  right  to  their  own  views.  He  is  open  to  con- 
viction, and  is  ready  to  admit  his  mistakes,  which 
are  few  and  far  between — far  fewer  that  with  the 
average  man.  His  family  ties  are  particularly  happy, 
and  his  family  among  the  most  popular  of  the  j-oung 
people  in  East  Hartford,  sharing  their  father's  judg- 
ment, industry,  broad-minded  liberality,  genial  com- 
panionableness  and  unfailing  courtesy." 

CHARLES  MAPLES  JARVIS,  vice-president 
of  the  American  Bridge .  Co.,  stands  to-day  in  the 
front  rank  of  Hartford  county's  most  prominent 
business  men. 

yir.  Jarvis  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  de- 
scent from  (I)  W  i'iliam  and  Esther  Jarvis,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Huntington,  i-ong  Island.  (II)  Capt.  Samuel  Jar- 
vis, son  of  (I)  William,  married.  X'aomi  Brush, 
and  by  her  had  two  sons :  Bishop  Abraham  and 
Stephen.  Of  these.  (HI)  Stephen  Jarvis  married 
Rachel  Starr.  Their  son,  (I\')  Samuel  Jarvis,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Sanford,  and  their  son,  (\')  Henry 
Jarvis,  married  IMariette  Sanford.  Their  son,  (VI) 
Henry  Jarvis,  was  the  father  of  (\  II)  Charles  ]M. 
Jarvis  bv  his  wife,  Rachel  (Peters). 

Charles  IMaples  Jarvis  was  born  in  Deposit, 
Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y.,  April  16,  1856.  At  that  time 
his  father  was  operating  a  line  of  stages  between 
X'ew  York  City  and  Owego,  X.  Y.,  having  the  con- 
tract for  delivering  the  United  States  mails  between 
Owego  and  X'^ew  York  City  in  forty-eight  hours. 
When  our  subject  was  two  years  "oid  his  parents 
nioved  to  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  and  he  received  his 
early  education  at  the  public  schools  of  that  place. 
Entering  tne  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale 
University,  he  graduated  with  his  class  in  1877, 
having  taken  the  course  in  civil  engineering.  In 
April,  1S78,  he  was  offered  a  position  as  engineer 
with  The  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co:npany,  of  East 
Berlin.  Conn.,  the  company  at  that  time  being  known 
as  The  Corrugated  Metal  Company.  They  had  then 
about  twenty  employes,  and  did  a  business  of 
about  $20,000  a  year.  •  For  tw^o  or  three  years  Mr. 
Jarvis  did  the  entire  work  of  making  all  the  draw- 
ings, estimates,  and  a  portion  of  the  contracts,  and 


1037 


also  kipt  the  b^xiks.  The  hisiorv  of  the  Berlin 
Iron  r.rulge  Co.  is  tbc  history  of  the  life  of  Cliarlcs 
M.  jarvis,  as  he  has  given  iiis  eniiro  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  development  i.>l  thi>  enierprise.  and 
lias  made  it  one  of  llie must  sueeossful  of  the  manv 
suecessfni  Conncctient  cor4iorations. 

Tlie  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.  (^Corrngaled  Metal 
Co.)  began  the  nianufaetnre  of  iron  bridges  witii 
the  ineoming  of  ..Ir.  Jarvis  as  engineer,  and  almost 
immediately  took  front  rank.  The  dense  population 
and  close  connection  of  towns  in  New  England  by 
iiriproved  highways  then,  as  now,  called  for  the  con- 
struction of  tl'.o  bost  class  of  higluvay  bridges,  and 
The  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  recognizing  this,  soon 
took  the  lead,  especially  in  the  Xew  Eng-land  States, 
as  furnishing  the  best  bridges  designed  for  the 
heavy  traffic  required  in  this  section.  Later  thev 
extended  their  business  into  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, in  fact,  witli  the  development  of  foreign  com- 
merce, into  all  parts  of  the  world.  In  iSSo  came  a 
demand  for  something  different  than  the  ordinary  i 
wooden  frame  for  manufacturing  buildings.  ^Nlr. 
Jarvis  was  the  first  to  recognize  tliis,  and  The  Ber- 
lin Iron  Bridge  Co.,  under  his  management  and  en- 
gineering guidance,  were  the  pioneers  in  this  line, 
and  have  had  more  part  in  the  development  of 
structural  iron  and  steel  for  the  construction  of 
manufacturing  buildings  than  all  other  companies 
in  America,  their  work  in  this  line  appearing  as 
evidence  of  the  engineering  and  executive  abilitv  of 
Mr.  Jarvis  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  and  in  al- 
most everv  foreign  nation. 

In  iSS6,  at  the  death  of  S.  C.  Wilcox,  ^Ir.  Jar- 
vis was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  The 
Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  and  under  his  leadership 
.  the  business  of  the  company  has  been  marvelously  i 
developed,  so  that  now  (1900)  over  five  hundred 
men  are  employed,  part  at  East  Berlin,  and  others 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  erecting  steel  bridges  and 
buildings ;  and  the  business  of  820,000  per  annum 
which  was  done  when  'Sir.  Jarvis  first  came  to  East  I 
Berlin,  in  1878,  has  grown  one  hundred  fold,  or  to 
over  two  million  dollars  per  year. 

In  i\Iay,  1900,  The  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  to- 
gether with  twenty-six  other  leading  concerns  in  the 
same  line  of  business,  were  combined  into  one  large 
corporation,  known  as  the  American  Bridge  Co., 
and  Mr.  Jarvis'  engineering  and  executive  ability 
was  recognized  by  those  associated  in  this  vast  en- 
terprise— those  who  were  formerly  his  competitors — 
by  his  election  to  the  position  of  vice-president  of 
the  company,  in  charge  of  the  operating  depart- 
ment, comprising  twenty-seven  manufacturhig  , 
plants  and  an  army  of  men  in  the  field  erecting 
these  bridges,  buildings  and  all  classes  of  metallic 
structures  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Jarvis  was  married,  ^lay  27,  1880,  to  ^lary 
Morgan  Bean  (a  direct  descendant  of  Miles  Mor- 
gan, of  :Massachusetts;,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  he  has  one  ciiiid,  Grace  -d organ  Jarvis,  at 
this  time  (1900)  fourteen  years  of  age. 


THOMAS  CHANDLER  HANCOCK,  a  well- 
known  citizen  and  representative  farmer  of  South- 
ington,  was  born  in  Scitico.  town  of  Enfield,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.,  Nov.  jo,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Hart 
and  Lucretia  (Chandler)  Hancock,  the  former  a 
native  of  Somcrs,  the  latter  of  Enfield.  The  father 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation in  Enfiold  Street  and  Scitico  for  manv  years, 
but  in  18S2  he  removed  to  Plantsville,  where'he  died 
in  December,  1S87,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
His  children  were  Louisa,  wife  of  George  Spencer; 
Horace  H. ;  and  Thomas  C.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  w-as  Alpheus  Hancock,  of 
Somers,  Conn.,  also  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who 
married  Sarah  Steele.  His  father,  \\'illiam  Han- 
cock, was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas 
and  3>Iary  (Steele)  Chandler,  farming  people  of 
Enfield. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Enfield,  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  his 
business  career  as  an  employe  in  the  plow  works  of 
Clark  &  King,  of  Scitico,  and  remained  there  until 
i860,  when  he  went  to  Windsor  Locks  and  worked 
in  the  gun  shops  of  Denslow  &  Chase  until  1862. 
On  Sept.  I,  of  that  year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
25th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  with  his  regiment  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Irish  Bend,  La.,  and  in  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson.  In  the  former  engagement  he  was 
wounded  twice  in  the  right  arm.  On  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  at  Hartford,  Aug.  26,  1S63. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  ^Mr.  Hancock  located 
in  Springfield,  ]Mass.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the,  Smith  &  Wesson  ^Manufacturing  Co.  until 
1868,  wdien  he  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
was  connected  with  the  Providence  Tool  Co.  for 
three  years.  In  1871  he  came  to  Southington.  where 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox 
Co.,  the  Atwater  ^lanufacturing  Co.,  and  the  H.  D. 
Smith  Co.,  for  twelve  years,  being  with  the  last- 
named  firm  for  six  years  of  that  time.  In  1887  he 
located- on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  has 
since  dev^oted  his  energies  fo  agriculture  with  most 
gratifying  success. 

'Mr.  Hancock  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Ellen  Duty,  daughter  of  David  and 
Eliza  (  Goodwell)  Duty,  of  Hampden,  ]\Iass.,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children :  Luella,  wife  of 
George  L.  Clark ;  and  Henry.  For  his  second  wife 
our  subject  married  Evaline  Branch,  a  daughter  of 
Fayette  and  Adeline  (Proper)  Branch,  of  Mooers, 
Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.  By  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  Leon  and  Lena  (twins),  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Fraternally  ^Ir.  Flancock  is  a  Mas- 
ter ]\Ia5on,  and  a  member  of  Trumbull  Post.  No.  16, 
G.  A.  R. ;  politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

WILLIAM  SYLVESTER  BRANDEGEE  is  a 
leading  and  prominent  citizen  of  Berlin,  his  name 
being  inseparably  connected  with  the  industrial  and 
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1  usinoss  intercut?  oi  the  placo.    lie  is  a  man  of  ; 
keen  (liseniuinauoii  aiul  sound  jiul.qnient,  an>l  lus 
executive  ability  and  excellent  niauagenient  have 
broui;ht  to  the  concerns  with  which  he  is  connected 
a  hii;h  dei;ree  of  success.  ^   .  ^ 

\lr.  i;randec;ee  was  born  Dec.  15,  185b,  ui  the  , 
house  where  he  now  lives,  and  belontis  to  an  old  j 
Connecticut  family  of  English  oriL;in.  tracing  his  \ 
ancestrv  back  to  Jacob  Brandegee.  who  was  born  | 
in  Xine  Partners. "in  1729,  and  whose  mother  bore  j 
tire  ntaiden  name  of  ijrock.  l  ie  was  engaged  in  the  j 
\\'est  India  traile,  running  vessels  from  Rocky  Hill,  1 
Conn.,  ?nd  died  at  s-,:i.  Ma-ch  J5,  17".^.  On  C~)ct. 
II,  1752,  he  married  Abigail  Dunham,  oi  Han- 
ford,  who  was  born  in  1737,  and  died  in  1S25. 

Capt.  Elishama  Brantlegee,  son  of  Jacob,  was 
born  in  Christian  lane,  Bcrhn,  April  17,  1754.  and 
was  a  sea  captain,  also  engaged  in  the  West  India 
trade  and  in  merchandising  in  Berlin,  where  he  died 
Feb.  26,  1832.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
enlisted'  Mav  5,  1775^  in  the  2nd  Company,  2nd 
Regiment,  of'  Connecticut,  which  was  organized  un- 
der^ Capt.  W'yllys  as  a  Continental  regiment._  He 
was  recruited  iii  Middlesex  county,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  after  which  he  was  de- 
tached and  joined  Capt.  Hanchett's  company,  Sept. 
I.  1775-  tool^  ^^^^       ^^^^  assault  on  Quebec, 

Dec.  31,  1775,  Gens.  Arnold  and  Zvlontgoniery  com- 
manding, and  after  that  engagement  was  taken 
prisoner.  Capt.  Brandegee  was  married,  March  10, 
1778,  to  Mrs.  Lucy  (  Plumb)  Weston,  of  Middle- 
town,  who  died  Feb.  i,  1S27,  and  the  remains  of 
both  'were  interred  in  the  South  burying-ground, 
Berlin. 

Elishama  Brandegee.  son  of  Capt.  Elishama.  and 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Berlin.  Xov. 
5,  1784.  He  conducted  a  store  on  Berlin  -street, 
near  where  Brandegee  Hall  now  stands,  and  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  thread.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  ability,  and  was  quite  proiiiinent  in 
business  affairs.  Pie  married  Emily  Stocking,  wdio 
was  born  in  Cromwell.  Conn..  Xov.  29.  1793.  The 
Stocking  family  was  founded  in  ]\Iassachusetts  in 
1633,  and  three  years  later  one  of  its  representa- 
tives, George  Stocking,  came  to  Plartford  with  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker.  In  1650  they  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  ]Middletown,  Conn.,  and  Samuel 
Stocking  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  first  church  at 
that  place. 

John  Brandegee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1826,  in  Berlin,  and  throughout  his 
active  business  life  engaged  in  merchandising  in  that 
town  until  about  twelve  years  before  his  death.  He 
died  June  6,  1881.  and  w'as  laid  to  rest  in  the  South 
burying-ground,  Berlin.  In  1845  he  married  Miss 
IMary  Ann  Xorris  Bulkeley,  of  the  same  town,  who 
was  born  March  18,  1822,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Syl- 
vester Buckley.  She  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject  in  Berlin. 

During  his  bovhood  William  S.  Brandegee  at- 
tended Abbott's  school.  Hartford,  and  the  Guimery, 
Washington,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated  from  the 


former  itistitution.  At  the  iircseul  time  he  is  not 
actively  engaged  in  anv  Inisincss,  but  devotes  his 
time  to  Ii.xiking  after  his  investments,  lie  is  the 
owner  ol  a  faciory  m  Bridge]v3rt  for  wood-turning 
of  all  kinds.  The  new  sho]).  tlie  finest  in  the  place, 
is  200x50  feet  in  dimensions,  and  three  and  a  half 
stories  m  height,  i.-,  supplied  throughout  with  au- 
tomatic machinerv,  and  was  completed  in  Xovember, 
1899.  Here  emi)loyment  is  furnished  150  men.  In 
1884,  Mr.  I'randegee  built  Bramlegee's  Hall  in 
Berlin.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  homes  on  Berlin 
street,  and  also  owns  a  beautiful  cottage  at  Pine 
Orchard,  where  he  spends  most  of  the  summer 
Season. 

In  1884,  'Sir.  Brandegee  was  united  in  marriage 
with  }iliss  Elizabeth  A.  Reed,  a  native  of  X'ewing- 
ton,  and  a  daughter  of  James  B.  Reed,  of  Berlin,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
July  23,  1887;  Marjorie,  born  June  i,  1S89,  and 
I'rank  Augustus,  born  Aug.  15,  1S90. 

Mr.  Brandegee  is  a  man  of  undouljted  ability,  is 
a  practical  electrical  engineer,  a  botanist  and  pho- 
tographer, and  devotes  considerable  time  to  the 
study  of  these  sciences.  He  is  very-  fond  of  ottt- 
door  sports,  and  at  his  summer  home  finds  ample 
opportunity  to  indulge  in  such  diversions.  He  owns 
two  yachts — a  naphtha,  "Alollie."  and  a  sloop  yacht, 
"Commodore ;"  is  a  member  of  the  Sachem  Head 
Yachting  Club,  at  Sachem  Head.  Conn. ;  is  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  Berlin  Driving  and  Ath- 
letic Association ;  and  is  afiiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  of  a  very, 
genial  and  social  nature,  and  is  very  popti'.ar,  hav- 
ing a  most  extensive  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, who  are  always  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  at 
his  hospitable  home. 

EPHRAni  HORACE  AXDREWS,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Southington, 
was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  Jan.  15,  1849,  ^ 

I  son  of  Ephraiiu  and  Rhoda  A.  (Scofieldj  Andrews, 
also  natives  of  East  Pladdam.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Gideon  and  Jemima  (Sawyer)  An- 
drews. The  former,  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  lived 
in  East  Haddam  for  many  years,  but  died  in  Port- 
land, Connecticut. 

The  father  of  our  subject  also  followed  the  ship 
carpenter's  trade  in  early  life,  but  later  was  captain 
of  a  vessel.  Our  subject  has  in  his  possession  a  cer- 
tificate given  his  father  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment for  meritorious  service  rendered  in  provision- 
ing the  forts  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  during  the  Semi- 
nole war.  He  was  also  captain  of  militia  at  East 
Haddam,  where  he  died  in  1848.  In  1836  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Rhoda  A.  Scofield,  a  daughter  of  Xathan 
and  Phebe  (Ackley)  Scofield,  of  East  Haddam,  and 
to  this  union  nve  children  were  born,  four  of  whom 
reached  years  of  maturity  :  William  A.,  Joseph.  Xel- 
son  H.  and  Ephraim  PI. 

Ephraim  H.  Andrews,  our  stihject,  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  East  Haddam  and  X'ew  Brit- 

j  ain,  Conn.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  Pine  Grove  Seminary,  South  Windham,  grad- 
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ualiiig  from  the  latter  institutitni  at  tlio  ai;c  of  four- 
teen years.  In  iS()7  he  conunenced  the  sindy  of  den- 
tistr\  in  .\e\v  IW'ilaiti.  and  later  eriv;a,u;ed  in  th.e  jirao- 
tiee  of  that  jirofession  there  and  in  ^outhinL;ton  tor 
twelve  \ears,  haxinLj  located  in  the  latter  I'laee  in 

In  1870  Mr.  .\ndre\vs  was  united  in  inarria_<:^e 
with  Miss  Marv  1',.  Andrews,  of  l\i\er  I'oint,  R.  i., 
bv  whom  he  had  five  children;  Joseph  X.;  Mlsic  L, 
uife  of  Harrv  M.  Merwin;  llarry  Jl.;  William  \\"., 
\vl:0  enlisted  in  the  Spanish-. \nieriean  war  in  hehrn- 
arv,  1899,  as  a  niemher  of  Troop  K,  5tli  United 
States  Ca\alry,  and  is  r.ov;  str.tione  1  at  T'Ttv'  Rico; 
and  Rhoda  ^1.  For  his  second  Wife  Mr.  Andrews 
married  Martha  J.  Hubbard,  of  I'air  Haven,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Andrews  is  quite  a  prominent  and  active 
member  of  several  civic  societies,  being  past  noble  | 
grand  of  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  75.  1.  (J.  O.  ]•". ;  past  i 
chancellor  cennmander  of  William  Herry  Lodge,  Xo. 
50,  K.  P. ;  ex-captain  of  Ouinnipiac  Division,  Xo.  17, 
U.  R.  K.  P. ;  oast  warden  of  Ouinnipiac  Lodge.  Xo. 
291,  X.  E,  O.  P.;  past  councillor  of  L'nity  Council,  | 
No.  II,  O.  V.  A.  yi.:  and  past  sachem  of  Wonx  j 
Tribe,  Xo.  28.  L  O.  R.  :\L    Mr.  Andrews  is  also  i 
a  charter  member  of  Southington  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Companv  Xo.  i,  and  religiouslv  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.      The   Republican  party 
finds  in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  his  fellow  citizens,  who  place  in  him  tlie  ut- 
most confidence,  have  called    upon    him  to  serve 
as  grand  juror  of  Southington  seven  years;  justice 
of  the  peace  fourteen  years;  and  i.ight  watchman 
since. 18S1. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK  SPLETTSTOES- 
ZER,  a  prominent  German-American  citizen  of  Ber- 
lin, whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Germany 
Sept.  19,  1845.  His  father,  John  Splettstoeszer,  also 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1803,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany.  He  married  Lou- 
ise Sedoe,  who  was  born  in  1812,  and  also  died  in 
the  Fatherland. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and 
after  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  worked  for  dif- 
ferent men  as  a  shepherd  until  coming  to  America, 
in  1868.  Fie  took  passage  at  Hamburg  on  the  "Sem- 
bria,"  which  now  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  Xjjrth 
Sea,  and  arrived  in  Xew  York  in  May,  1SO8.  Com- 
ing to  Hartford  county.  Conn.,  he  found  employ- 
ment on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Dicks,  a  tobacco  dealer 
of  Xewington,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  fol- 
lowing October.  He  then  went  to  Xew  Britain, 
and  entered  the  service  of  a  ^.Ir.  Trout,  caring  for 
his  horse  for  about  six  months.  He  next  worked  in 
Mnlthrop's  brickyard  for  about  two  years,  and  for 
the  same  length  of  time  was  foreman  on  the  farm  of 
Jacob  Dicks.^  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to 
Berlin,  where  he  operated  the  Xorris  Bailey  farm 


I  for  sixteen  years,  and  then  bought  an  adjoining  farm 
!  of  eigiileen  acres,  on  which  lie  erected  a  pleasant 
\  residence  and  goc^d  barn  in  181)3.    He  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  raising  general  produce. 

On  Aug.  7,  187J,  Air.  Splettstoeszer  was  united 
'  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Susan  W'eckcsser,  of  Chris- 
I  tian  Lane,  Berlin,  who  was  born  May  15,  1854,  a 
;  daughter  of  J  lenry  and  Kalherine  (Llie)  \\  eckes- 
I  ser,  i;f  that  place.    To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  l)orn  tliree  children;  Lena  Alvena,  born  Jan. 
23,  1S74,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  H.  Dohrenwend,  of 
Berlin;  Henrietta  Louise,  born  }klarch   14,  1879. 
v>cr!; /.  in  Cnrbin's  dox  factory  in  Xew  r.ritain.  and 
resides  at  home;  and  Carl  John  I'rederick,  bi.^rn 
Aiay  27,  i8(jo,  is  also  at  home,  and  is  a  student  in 
district  school  Xo.  6. 

In  1891  3.1r.  Splettstoeszer  took  out  his  natural- 
ization papers  in  Xew  Britain  and  Hartford,  and 
now  supports  the  Democratic  partv,  though  he  takes 
little  interest  in  polities.  Being  a  great  reader,  he 
is  a  well-informed  man,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial 
German  citizens  of  Berlin,  and  is  nighly  respected  by 
all  who  know  nim.  Fie  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  wh.ich  his  wife  is  an  earnest  member. 

GEORGE  HEXRY  XOBLE,  one  of  the  young 
and  progressive  farmers  and  tobacco  growers  of 
Simsbury,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  Connecticut 
!  families.      liis  great-grandfather,  Roswell  X'oble. 
j  was  a  native  of  Simsbury,  and  in  his  youth  was  a 
i  drummer  boy  in  the  Revolutionary  army.    He  was 
\  a  son  of  John  Xoble,  brother  of  Phineas,  Elijah  and 
William  Xoble.  who  were  of  English  descent.  Ros- 
well Xoble  was  a  cloth  dresser  by  trade,  and  made 
I  his  home  in  Hop  ^leadow.    By  his  first  wife,  Su- 
I  sanna,  he  had  two  children,  Roswell  and  Sylvester. 
'  For  his  second  wife  he  married  a  widow.  Mrs.  Anna 
I  (Wordsworth)  Francis.  He  attended  the  Congrega- 
I  tional  Church.    He  died  at  his  home  Sept.  9,  1841, 
j  -aged  eighty-three  years,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury 
j  cemetery. 

:       Roswell  X'oble,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
:  born  in  Hop  [Meadow,  town  of  Simsbury,  and  re- 
mained a  resident  thereof  throughout  life.    He  was 
;  drafted  into  the  military  service  during  the  war  of 
I  1812.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
j  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat.    He  mar- 
I  ried  Betsy  Case,  a  native  of  Simsbury,  daughter  of 
i  Abel  and  Anna  (  Tuller)  Case,  the  former  of  whom 
j  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  Abel 
Case  was  a  son  of  Josiah  and   Mary  (Hoskins) 
Case,  grandson  of  Joseph  Case,  and  great-grandson 
of  John  Case,    Anna  Tuller  was  the  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  Tuller,  of  Simsbury.      To    Roswell  and 
Betsy  Xoble  were  born  five  children:    Ilenrv  J., 
who  married  Susan  M.  P.abcock,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Simsbury  April  13,  1900;  Laura  S.,  de- 
ceased ;  Chester  T.,  father  of  our  subject ;  Roswell.  a 
resident  of  East  Granbv,  who  married  Ellen  Hol- 
comb ;  and  Everett,  of  Hartford.    Roswell  Xoble, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  w'ell-known 
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fanner.  He  owned  and  operated  until  liis  ileath,  in 
iJ<4^  at  the  aL;e  of  tilt}-.M:e  years,  a  farm  of  no 
acre.s.  ;:iul  was  prtniiinent  in  the  attairs  of  ih.e  town. 

Chester  T.  Xohle.  tlie  laihcr  of  (ic(M_m.'  was 
horn  in  Sinisburv  in  iSj_|.  He  receive^!  in  his  ycu:h 
a  s^ood  oonnnon-school  cthicalion,  and  like  his  lather 
became  a  lifcloni;-  fanner,  cnsjaying  in  ihat  work  on 
his  fatlier's  farm  as  a  boy.  Alter  liis  marriage  he 
he^an  farming-  for  himseif  in  ib.c  ICast  Weatogue 
District.  Sinisbury.  Several  years  laier  he  removed 
to  the  St.  John  farm,  near  Iloskins  Station,  or  the 
W'cstover  i Mains  District,  wh.ere  he  made  extensive 
jl..l>!e•velllcnt^.  e;.ov::>,  a  i";-.  1  :ii"^-li(MHo,  ba^n, 
tobacco  sheds,  etc.,  and  encaginj^:  extensively  in  to- 
bacco culture  and  in  general  farming.  He  operated 
a  tract  of  no  acres  of  land,  and  was  not  only  a 
successful  farmer  but  a  man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  the  town,  noted  for  his  integrity  and  fine 
sense  of  honor,  and  possessing  a  genial  disposition, 
which  made  him  many  warm  personal  friends.  In 
churcli  views  he  was  liberal,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  married  Sarah  Burr,  a  native  of 
Bloomfield,  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Wells) 
Burr,  old  and  respected  citizens  of  Connecticut.  To 
Chester  T.  and  Sarah  Xoble  were  born  five  children : 
Charlotte  E.,  wife  of  Henrv  M.  Goddard,  of  Sims- 
bury;  Alice  B.,  at  home;  \\'arren  C.  at  home; 
George  H.,  our  subject;  and  Burton  J.  The  father 
died  on  his  farm  in  February,  1SS2,  and  the  mother 
survived  until  Jan.  21,  1899,  dying  in  the  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  her  age.  She  had  been  a  good  Christ- 
ian wonian,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

George  Henry  Xoble  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Simsbury  Sept.  27,  1864.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  W'estover  Plains  District,  and  was  a 
student  at  ?vIcLean  Academy,  Simsbury.  In  voca- 
tion he  has  successfully  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  ancestors.  Since  the  dearh  of  his  father  he  has 
been  operating  with  his  brother  Burton  the  home 
farm.  Tliev  are  engaged  extensively  in  tobacco 
growing,  in  dairy  and  general  farming,  and  in  stock 
raising  and  dealing.  They  are  young  men  who  are 
successful  because  they  have  thoroughly  learned 
their  business,  and  apply  themselves  to  it  with  en- 
trg}'  and  well-directed  effort.  They  are  noted  for 
their  industry  and  integrity,  are  temperate  in  habits, 
unassuming  in  manners,  and  highly  respected.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat.  At  the  home, 
his  sister,  Alice  B.,  a  lady  of  culture  and  accomplish- 
ments, is  the  presiding  spirit. 

HON.  GEORGE  WYLIE  DULLER.  The 
hardy  and  intelligent  sons  of  Scotland  make  ex- 
cellent citizens,  their  ideals  of  life  coinciding  with' 
the  progressive  spirit  of  a  new  country,  and  the 
subject  of  tliis  sketch,  a  prominent  resident  of  Ware- 
house Point,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  race. 
In  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term  he  is  a  self-made 
man,  even  his  education  having  been  gained  through 
his  own  efiforts,  and  his  present  standing,  in  busi- 
ness, political  and  social  life,  furnishes  a  striking 


illustration  o{  th.e  possibilities  which  lie  before  an 
enterprising  vouth. 

Air.  Miller  w;'s  l)orn  July  22.  1841,  at  Paisley, 
!  Scotland,  a  ^^.n  of  lieorge  and  Catherine  l^Wxliej 
-Miller,  w  ho  hau  a  family  of  six  cliildren :  John, 
i  row  deceased:  L'atherinc.  wile  of  William  Brodie, 
j  of  Brooklvn.  X.  V.:  Elizabeth,  wife  e>f  Jtjhn  lirodie, 
of  Bnioklyn.  .\.  V.;  Marion,  who  ilied  in  infancy; 
Agnes,  who  died  in  1877;  and  George  W.  The 
mother  ilied  in  1848,  at  Tarittville,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, ;hh1  the   fatlier  subsequently  married  Martha 
Malcolm,  bv  whom  he  had  one  son,  Hugh.  The 
father  died  in  1872,  in  Thompsoavillc. 

When  George  W  .  Miller  was  about  a  vcar  old 
his  parents  came  to  Anterica,  locating  first  in  Tar- 
ift'ville,  this  county.  In  1S4S  they  removed  to  Xew 
York  City,  but  remained  only  one  year,  when  they 
came  back  to  Hartford  couniv  and  settled  at  Ware- 
1  house  Point.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
j  the  difl:erent  places  in  which  the  family  resided, 
and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  began  his  career 
as  a  breadwinner,  taking  a  position  in  the  old  Sex- 
ton woolen-mills,  at  \\'arehouse  Point,  where  he 
was  employed  about  eight  years.  In  1862  he  went 
to  Hartford  to  work  in  the  Providence  railroad 
shops,  and  in  1S83  returned  to  Warehouse  Point  to 
take  the  post  of  master  mechanic  in  the  Simons 
silk  mills,  which  he  has  held  ever  since;  his  long 
term  of  service  is,  in  itself,  an  evidence  of  his  abil- 
ity and  fidelitv.  His  personal  worth  is  recognized 
not  only  by  his  employers,  but  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens generally,  and  in  1895  he  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
where  he  served  with  credit.  He  is  active  in  re- 
ligious work,  being  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Warehouse  Point.  It  would  be  difiScult 
to  find  a  citizen  whose  influence  has  been  more 
constantly  directed  toward  promoting  the  good  of 
his  community. 

On  }vlay  14,  1S65,  Mr.  ^Miller  married  ]\Iiss  ^Mary 
Sunderland,  who  died  April  30,  1898.  Of  their  two 
sons,  the  elder,  Ernest  J.,  is  a  clerk  in  the  employ 
of  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard,  of  Hartford  ;  George 
H.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  eight  months. 

STEPHEX  WILLARD,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected and  honored  citizens  of  Wethersfield,  where 
he  is  successfullv  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
seed  growing,  was  born  in  that  town  Oct.  14,  1827, 
a  son  of  Stephen  and  Rhoda  (Latimore)  Willard. 
and  an  uncle  of  Stephen  Francis  Willard,  president 
of  the  Comstock  Ferre  Co.,  of  Wethersfield,  in 
whose  sketch  may  be  found  a  full  account  of  the 
W'illard  family. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  much  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  boys  of  his  day  upon  tne  home  farm, 
and  spent  a  number  of  years  with  the  firm  of  Com- 
stock &  Ferre.  On  leaving  their  employ,  in  1865,  he 
went  to  Oneida  county,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1881,  when  he  returned  to 
Wethersfield,  and  has  since  carried  on  farming  and 
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socd  prowiiij::  on  tho  old  Samuel  Wells  honicstcacl. 
nar  \\\>lootl  1  lill,  with  cood  siu-ccss. 

Mr.  W'iluud  was  tirsi  married,  in  W'ctliersncld, 
lo  Miss  Harriet  D.  i'elton,  a  native  of  that  place, 
and  a  dani:hter  of  Xalhan  i'cUon.  ]'>y  that  union 
he  had  six  children:  Stephen.  Ucw  a  resident  of 
Stoe"kton,  Cal. ;  J  iarriet  L.  ai;d  Mary.  Iioth  residents 
of  W'etiiersfekl  :  Kliza,  who  li\  es  m  W'elherstield ; 
L'liver.  who  i.neu  in  infancy:  and  Martha,  a  scliool 
teacher,  whe")  resiiles  in  \\  ether.sheld.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  it>\)0.  and  in  1S92  ^Ir.  W'il- 
lard  was  again  married,  his  second  tmion  being  with 
A'rs.  11.  Ame!'"a  (W'e'lesi  T.'-n-  widow  of  (ieorge 
Blinn.  Our  subject  is  an  active  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  lLi)iscopal  Church,  in  wliich  he 
has  filled  the  offices  of  trustee,  steward  and  treas- 
urer, and  his  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity  have 
gained  for  hin.r  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 

The  Welles  family,  to  which  ^Irs.  Willard  be- 
longs, is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families 
of  Wethersfield.  There  her  grandfather,  Samuel 
Welles,  was  born  Dec.  10,  1753,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
■jMary  (Robbins)  Welles,  and  a  descendant  of 
George  Thomas  ^^'elles.  [A  full  history  of  the  fam- 
ily appears  elsewhere.]  Throughout  life  Samuel 
\Velles  followed  farming  in  \\'ethersficld,  where  he 
owned  a  tract  of  land.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Light 
Horse  Guards  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  devoted 
seven  years  of  his  life  to  that  conflict.  Religiously 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  in  Wethersfield.  and  was  buried  there.  On 
April  19,  17S7,  he  married  Anna  Griswold,  a  native 
of  the  same  town  and  a  daughter  of  Ozias  Griswold, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  Dirth  are  as  follows  :  Anna,  17S8  ; 
Samuel,  Aug.  5,  17S9;  Ashcl.  Feb.  7,  1791  ;  Polly 
Griswold,  Feb.  14,  1793;  Sarah,  June  14,  1795;  Ab- 
igail, Aug.  25,  1707',  Laura  (wife  of  Moses  ^lor- 
ris),  March  8,  1800;  ^iabel,  July  30,  1S02;  and 
Nancy,  Xov.  11,  1804. 

Ashel  Welles,  father  of  Mrs.  ^^'illard,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He. made 
many  improvements  upon  his  place.  A  man  of 
prominence  in  his  comnumity,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics,  he  was  honored  with  a  number  of  local  of- 
fices, including  those  of  selectman,  assessor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  married  !Miss  Tryphena  Ward, 
a  native  of  Xew  York  State,  and  to  them  were  born 
nine  children:  ^Lartha,  who  died  in  the  West; 
Xancy,  who  died  in  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  H.  Amelia, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Ashel,  who  died  in  the  West; 
William,  wdio  died  on  the  homestead;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  John  \\  ilcox,  of  Bristol,  Conn. ;  Martin,  who 
operates  the  home  farm:  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Albert 
1).  Griswold,  of  Rocky  Hill;  and  Charles,  who  died 
young.  The  parents  both  died  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  were  buried  in  the  old  Wethersfield  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Willard  is  an  intellectual  lady,  well  posted  and 
a  good  consistent  Christian. 
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(i!:oRGh:  H.  .\xi>  JOllX  H.  GRAY.  In  1S52 
two  l-'.uglish  lads,  hrolliers,  came  to  America,  friend- 
less and  alone.  I'heir  eN]HTiences  in  tlie  new  land 
for  a  lew  vears  w;is  trying.  One  ailuined  a  good 
position,  whic.i  he  resigned  to  enlist  in  the  army 
durmg  tlie  Livil  war.  He  was  ne\er  heard  from 
agaui.    The -other  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Grav  was  born  in  the  subiu-bs  of  London, 
Fngi.uidi,  Xuv.  25,  183O,  a  son  of  Cornelius  and 
Elizalieth  (Trivett  )  Gray,  and  a  grandson  of  Hugh 
Grav.    The  father  was  a  teaiuster,  and  is  yet  living, 
a  resident  of  England.  The  grandfather  was  a  farm- 
er of  some  repiue  and  a  zealous  Episcopal  Church- 
man.   Uuv  subject  was  one  of  four  children.  W  hen 
a  child  he  attended  in  England  a  public  school,  where 
j  the  pupils  were  obliged  to  sew  and  knit  to  help  pay 
I  the  expenses  of  the  school.    Later  he  attended  a 
j  private  school.    He  left  school  to  become  a  groom 
witii  one  of  the  wealthy  families,  and  went  to  Scot- 
land, where  he  remained  several  weeks,  then  re- 
turned to  England.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  in 
August,  1852,  in  company  with  his  brother  John 
Henry  Gray,  he  sailed  from  London  for  America, 
landing  at  Xew  Vork.    They  secured  positions  as 
stable  boys  at  a  race  track  on  Long  Island,  where 
thev  remained  several  weeks.  The  boys  then  started 
afoot  for  \'ermont.    On  the  road  above  Harlem 
they  fell  in  with  a  drover,  who  offered  them  positions 
in  his  father's  \'ermont  pottery.    But  at  Roxbury, 
rvlass.,  thev  met  a  farmer  who  invited  them  to  work 
on  his  farm  on  trial.    They  remained  two  weeks, 
received  twenty-five  cents  each  for  their  services, 
and  left.     The  brother  proceeded  to  Waterville, 
Conn.,  where  he  secured  work  at  his  trade,  that  of  a 
knitter.    Our  suoject  worked  for  about  two  months 
on  the  farm  of  a  lawyer,  then  for  a  similar  period 
tried  blacksmithing,  wdiich  he  found  too  hard.  He 
began  farming  for  George  Langworth,  at  Rosebury, 
Alass.,  became  his  farm  foreman,  and  remained  in  his 
service  about  ten  years.    Starting  in  1862  for  X'ew 
Britain,  where  his  brother  had  been  foreman  in  the 
Sergeant  knitting  factory,  he  learned  at  X'ew  Haven 
that  his  brother  had  enhsted  in  X'ew  Jersev  in  the 
•  Civil  war.  and  he  has  never  heard  from  him  since. 
Arriving  at  Berlin,  he  began  w'oi^k  on  the  farm  of 
Xorris  P.  Dunham,  but  soon  after  enlisted  at  X'ew 
1  Haven,  in  Company  F,  14th  Conn.  V.  I.  Flowever, 
I  he  was  not  accepted  on  account  of  the  defects  of  his 
'  left  leg  that  had  been  broken.    Until  the  following 
i  March  he  was  ernoloyed  by  Henry  M.  Robbins,  of 
!  Xewington,  then  became  farm  foreman  for  Amos 
I  Crittenden,  of  the  same  town,  and  remained  in  that 
j  position  for  tnree  years.    He  left  in  1867  to  take 
I  charge  of  the  farm  of  3ilrs.  Olive  S.  Seldon,  and  has 
ever  since  remained  in  Berlin.    After  Air.  Seldon's 
death  he  built  his  home  on  propertv  willed  to  him 
by  Mrs.  Seldon. 

Mr.  Gray  married,  Jan.  4,  1867,  ]Miss  Sarah  Isa- 
bella Whapi)lcs.  who  was  born  in  Xewington.  Feb. 
22,  1847.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  three 
children,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood:  John  Hor- 
ace, born  Xov.  i,  li^fnj.  died  Sept.  19,  1877:  Ilattic 
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IsahcUo,  born  Ajiril  22,  1875.  died  Oct.  4.  1877;  and 
Cora  Johnson,  born  Sept.  2(\  1878.  died  l"cb.  »).  1882. 
All  arc  buried  in  Church  sircct  ccnictcry,  Xcwiuij- 
ton. 

Mr.  and  ^lrs.  Cray  ;  rc  nKinbcrs  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  of  Uerhn.  In  {politics  our 
subject  lias  been  a  Deniocrp.t  since  his  naturalization, 
i^Iareh  21,  187-.  ih.ough  in  local  elections  he  votes 
for  the  best  man.  He  has  .-erved  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  was  for  three  years  on  the  school  conniiittee, 
and  is  now  clerk  of  the  7th  District  school  commit- 
tee. For  nearly  six  years  he  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F.  1st  Connecticut  National  Guard,  of  W'eth- 
ersfield,  having  been  enrolled  Aug.  15.  1864,  and  dis- 
charged Jan.  17.  1S70.  For  souk"  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Silver  Cross,  of  Hart- 
ford. -Mr.  Chav  is  a  veterinary  :.urgeon  of  consid- 
erable note,  and  has  practiced  in  Xewington,  New 
Britain,  Cromwell.  Berlin,  and  Rocky  Hill.  He  is 
a  wide-av>-ake  and  intelligent,  and  since  1894  has 
been  the  Bcckley  Quarter  correspondent  for  the 
Berlin  A't'rv.'.<-.  In  public  affairs  he  displays  that 
judgment  and  ability  which  add  greatly  to  his  value 
as  a  citizen. 

Mrs.  Oli\  e  S.  Seldox  was  the  widow  of  Sim- 
eon Seldon,  a  wealthy  farmer,  who  died  at  their 
home  at  Haddam.  One  son  and  one  daughter  also 
■died  there.  With  her  two  surviving  sons  she  moved 
to  Church  street,  in  the  Beckley  Quarter,  and  there 
her  two  sons  preceded  her  to  the  grave,  Simeon  in 
the  fall  of  1S66,  and  Lora  in  February,  1867.  'Sirs, 
Seldon  died  Dec.  25.  1868.  aged  about  eighty  years. 
She  had  granted  to  Geo.  FL  Ciray  a  tract  of  twenty- 
eight  acres.  The  balance  of  her  property,  amount- 
ing to  S9.526.36,  she  bequeathed  to  Berlin  School 
District  Xo.  7,  the  interest  to  be  used  for  school 
purposfes.  It  was  allowed  to  accumulate  until  1895, 
when  the  board  of  trustees  erected  from  the  fund  a 
new  brick  building,  the  finest  school  structure  in 
Berlin.  There  was  property  of  Mr.  Seldon  in  Had- 
dam, which  went  to  his  heirs. 

ISAAC  PORTER  BOTSFORD,  a  representa- 
tive and  prominent  citizen  of  Cromwell,  ^liddlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  whose  home  is  just  across  the  line  from 
Berlin,  Hartford  county,  was  born  April  11,  1837, 
in  Blue  Hills,  Kensington,  B-erlin,  where  J.  Cor- 
rigan  now  lives.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  ( i) 
Henry  Botsford.  one  of  the  colony  that  settled  the 
town  of  IMilford.  Conn.  It  is  believed  that  he  trav- 
eled overland  from  ^Vlassachusetts  to  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  in  1639,  here  joining  the  colony  then  form- 
ing under  Rev.  Peter  IVeclden  to  settle  the  town  of 
Milford,  Conn.  His  wife  Elizabeth  joined  the 
church  at  that  place  in  1640.  An  inventory  of  his 
will  shows  that  he  had  property  valueil  at  eighty- 
seven  pounds  and  four  sliillings.  He  had  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  fol- 
lows: Elnathan,  1641:  Mary,  1640:  Elizabeth. 
1643;  Hannah,  1645:  Hester,  1647;  and  Ruth,  1649. 

Elnath.an  Botsford,-  the  only  son  of  tiiis 
pioneer,  was  born- in  Milford.      He  was  baptized 


I  Aug.  4,  1641,  and  died  in  August,  1691.  On  Dec. 
j  12,  1664,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
I  Metcher,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  l^'or  his  sec- 
!  ond  wife  he  married  Hannah,  daugiuer  of  Timothy 
I  Baldwin,  and  ie>  tixni  were  biirn  e.even  children, 
j  (.111)  Tiniothv  luitsford.  l;)orn  in  1O78,  was  mar- 
!  ried  I'eb.  14,  1705,  to  Marv  Peck,  daughter  of  Jo- 
j  sepli  and  Mary  (Camp)  Peck,  and  they  had  four 
I  children.    He  died  in  1767. 

j  ,)  Timothv  Botsford.  born  in  April,  170S. 

I  probably  in  ^Milftird,  followed  the  occupation  of 
I  farming.  He  was  married.  Jan.  (>.  1735.  to  Eydia 
i  Smith,  daughter  of  Timothy  Smith,  and  to  them 
j  were  born  live  children.  He  died  Feb.  23,  1774, 
'  his  wife  on  Aug.  26,  1787. 

(\')  Isaac  Botsford,  a  native  of  Milford,  was 
{  born  June  25,  1742,  and  died  Sept.  22,  181 1.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  school  teacher  and  jeweler,  but 
j  later  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.    He  was 
!  a  very  small  man,  weighing   only   ninety  pounds. 
I  Lsaac  Botsford  and  his  dog  went  in  the  same  notch. 
He  married  Esther  Frost,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Hester  Frost,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
of  whom  Isaac,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
I  youngest. 

(VI)  Col.  Isaac  Botsford.  born  in  ^.lilford  Oct. 
7,  1786,  was  commander  of  the  old  17th  Regiment, 
Connecticut  State  Militia.    Fie  owned  and  operated 
175  acres  of  land,  and  also  had  a  factory  near  his 
home  in  Kensington,  wdiere  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tack  hammers,  buttons  and  "kettle  ears."' 
;  He  invented  and  had  made  the  first  die  which  would 
I  cut,  stamp  and  punch  at  one  stroke.      He  was  a 
I  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and  ahvays  took  a  deep  in- 
!  terest  in  military  affairs.    For  a  number  of  years  he 
\  served  as  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
>  of  Kensington,  and  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.    On  Nov.  12,  1821,  he  married  Miss 
Melissa  Hart  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Hart- 
ford county,  Sept.  22,  1802,  a  daughter  of  Russell 
;  and  Matilda  (Wilcox)  Porter.    Of  the  seven,  chil- 
j  dren  born  to  them,  five  died  in  infancy.    Of  the 
I  other  two  our  subject  is  the  younger.    Ellen,  born 
]  'Slay  31,  1833.  married  Elijah  Beach,  of  Cheshire, 
;  now  deceased.    Their  son,  Frederick  Elijah,  born 
i  June  12,  1863,  is  now  doctor  of  physics  in  the  scien- 
;  tific  department  of  Yale  College.    The  father  of  our 
;  subject  died  Aug.  14,  185 1,  the  mother  on  'Slay  2,?., 
,  i8S"6. 

i  (MI)  Isaac  P.  Botsford,  the  subject  of  this 
j  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  in  Blue  Hills,  Kensing- 
i  ton,  formerly  known  as  "Blow  Hills."  and  acquired 
j  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Berlin.  At  the  age 
!  of  eight  he  commenced  working  for  his  fath.er  in 

the  shop,  and  was  thus  emploved  until  the  latter's 
i  death.  Then  going  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  he  learned 
I  the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several 
:  years.  He  v.-as  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  when  the  war 
I  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  and  frnm  there  went  to 
j  New  York.  For  about  three  years  he  traveled 
I  through  the  New  England  and  ^i^ddle  States,  sell- 
j  ing  lamps  and  oils,  and  was  the  first  man  traveling 

out  of  New  York  who  carried  a  catalogue  contain- 
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iiiLT  cuts  of  lamps  in  colors,  as  thov  had  fornicfly  car- 
ricil  samples  altoiiclhor.  \\  hilo  on  one  of  his  trav- 
clini;'  tours,  in  i8<'4.  he  stopped  in  East  Berlin  to 
visit  his  grandfather,  and  while  hicre  Samuel  C.  \\  il- 
cox  olTered  him  a  position  with  the  Roys  Wilcox 
Co.,  but  he  did  not  at  lirst  accc'it.  though  he  finally 
consented  to  help  llieni  for  months,  and  worked 
for  the  conipanv  as  a  tool-maker  for  ten  years.  On 
account  of  ill  health  he  th>en  resigned,  and  later  was 
iniluced  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  trusses,  to 
wliicli  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention,  and  in 
which  business  he  has  been  very  successful,  having 
n  largo  p./.;\:r,age.  He  al-o  rT-eats  bis  p-'ticri'.s,  and. 
takes  measurements  and  fits  them  with  trusses  made 
to  order.  As  already  mentioned,  he  now  lives  in 
the  town  of  Cromwell,  ^.liddlesex  county,  just  across 
the  line  from  Berlin,  Hartford  county,  and  in  the 
house  built  in  1812  by  his  grandfather,  Russell  Por- 
ter, on  land  which  was  included  in  the  one-mile 
square,  deeded  to  Daniel  Wilcox.  This  property 
has  passed  from  one  generation  to  another,  and  our 
subject  still  owns  fifteen  acres  of  the  tract,  which  he 
now  rents  to  others.  Here  he  has  resided  since  1870. 

On  April  13,  1865,  ^Ir.  Botsford  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Ann  Penfield,  who  was 
born  in  Berlin  Feb.  23,  1840,  a  daughter  of  Titus 
and  Julia  (X'orth)  Penfield.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  Porter  Botsford,  a  physician  of  Plartford, 
Avith  ofiice  at  Xo.  1393  Main  street.  He  was  born 
Sept.  22,  1870,  and  began  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Berlin.  He  graduated  from  the  Middletown 
high  school  and  then  entered  the  ^^Icdical  school  of 
Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894. 
The  following  two  years  he  spent  in  the  Hartford 
Hospital,  from  which  he  received  a  diplotna,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  opened  his  present  ofiice  in 
Hartford.  He  has  already  met  Vv-ith  excellent  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  profession,  and  has  built  up  a 
large  practice. 

Politically  3>Ir.  Botsford  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party :  socially  he  is  a  member  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  Xo.  81,  E.  &  A.  ^L,  of  Cromwell. 
He  attends  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  of 
Berlin,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member,  and  com- 
mands the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact,  in  either  business  or  social  life. 

OWEX  L.  EXSI.GX,  of  Silver  Lane,  East  Hart- 
ford, is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored family  whose  name  appears  so  frequently  in 
this  work  as  descendants  of  James  Ensign,  the 
English-born  gentleman,  who  founded  the  family  in 
America,  and  whose  progeny  is  traced  in  full  from 
his  time  until  the  present  in  the  biographies  of 
Charles  A.  and  E.  Howard  Ensign.  As  Owen  L. 
Ensign  is  of  the  seventh  generation,  a  brief  recapitu- 
lative mention  of  the  line  of  descent  may  here  be 
made  with  no  impropriety :  Of  the  first  generation, 
James  died  in  America  in  1670:  of  the  second,  David 
was  born  in  1645;  of  the  third,  was  Thomas:  of 
the  fourth,  Moses  (i)  was  baptized  in  1732-34;  of 
the  fifth,  Mose?  (2)  was  born  Dec.  4,  1759,  and 


died  Xov.  30,  1821  ;  of  the  sixth,  Moses  (3)  was 
born  Sei)t.  6,  1791,  antl  from  him  descends  Owen  L., 
our  subject. 

h  is  necessary,  however,  to  revert  to  the  record 
of  Moses  Ensign,  father  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born  in  1791,  on  the  ground  on  which  (.)wen  L.  now 
lives,  but  the  house  has  been  torn  down'by  the  latter 
and  a  modern  dwelling  erected  in  its  stead.  Moses 
Ensign  received  but  a  limited  education;  however, 
being  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  he  was  quite 
comi^etent  to  make  his  way  through  the  world  at  all 
I  times.  He  early  learned  stone-cutting,  and  followed 
<  that  trade  all  his  life,  and  tlie  pursuit  of  it  was  in 
fact  the  cause  of  his  death ;  while  engaged  in  con- 
structing- the  vault  for  the  Connecticut  X'alley  Bank 
at  Hartford  he  overstrained  his  back  in  lifting  a 
heavy  stone,  and,  while  convalescent,  ran  in  haste  all 
the  way  to  ^^'ethersfield  in  order  to  anticipate  an- 
other man  in  the  recording  of  a  deed,  this  exertion 
causing  a  relapse,  resulting  in  his  death  a  year  la- 
ter, Dec.  8,  1829.    His  widow  survived  until  1864. 

Moses  Ensign  was  married,  ^lay  20,  1820,  to 
^Nliss  ^Martha  Risley,  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  born 
in  1790,  a  daughter  of  John  Risley.  Of  this  mar- 
riage the  issue  was  four  children :  Charles  A., 
whose  life  sketch  is  given  in  full  elsewhere ;  Elizur 
R.,  born  Feb.  22,  1824;  Jeanette  F.,  born  Feb.  19. 
182S,  who  married  Ira  Anderson  ]\Iarch  12,  1850, 
and  is  now  deceased  ;  and  Owen  L.,  whose  name 
opens  this  article. 

Owen  L.  Ensign  was  born  iNIay  13,  1829,  in 
the  house  built  by  his  paternal  grandfather  on  the 
spot  where  he  now  lives.  As  he  was  but  a  few 
months  old  when  his  father  died,  his  bovhood  davs 
were  passed  at  the  home  of  his  mother,  his  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Risley,  making  his  home  with 
her.  He  started  to  learn  shoeniaking  under  his 
brother  Elizur,  remained  at  it  a  year  and  a  half,  and 
then  went  to  boating,  running  a  sloop  on  the  Con- 
necticut river  and  Long  Island  Sound  for  twenty 
years,  when  he  sold  his  last  vessel,  which  was  named 
"Ida  Lee,"  in  honor  of  his  first-born  child. 

On  Dec.  20,  1855,  Owen  L.  Ensign  married  Miss 
Anna  Eliza  Ensign,  a  daughter  of  Harry  Ensigti, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
of  whom,  however,  the  eldest,  named  Ida  Lee,  born 
June  9,  1859,  died  Aug.  14,  18G0;  the  second  child, 
also  named  Ida  Lee,  was  born  jNIay  31,  1862,  was 
married  Dec.  3,  1890,  to  Charles  3.1.  Smith,  whose 
biography  may  be  found  elsewhere,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren :  Marion,  born  in  1893,  and  Owen  Lee,  born 
June  22,  1900;  the  third  child,  Grace  Abbey,  was 
born  Sept.  28,  1867,  and  was  married  April  5,  1893, 
to  James  G.  Harvey,  who  was  born  in  Windsor  Aug. 
23,  1868,  and  now  assists  Mr.  Ensign  in  operating 
the  hoine  farm.  The  family  attend  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Ensign  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 

The  entire  life  of  Mr.  Ensign  has  been  ])assed  in 
the  town  of  East  Hartford  town,  and  worthily  passed 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  that  have  fallen  to 
him.      It  is  the  citizen  who  quietly,  conscienticusly 
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and  faithfully  iicrfonns  the  lalior  of  eacli  day.  as  it 
'passes,  that  is  oi  iho  most  value  in  a  connnunity.  and 
to  this  elass  Mr.  l-".nsi_L;n  helongs.  lie  lias  made 
manv  suhstanlial  imiirovements  on  liis  farm,  and  in 
1875  erected  his  nrcsent  inie  dwellin;.;-.  on  the  si;e  nf 
that  of  I:is  grandfather,  w  hich  he  demolished,  al- 
though there  were  many  dear  and  tender  reminis- 
cences clir.ging  to  it — but  Mr.  Ensign  is  a  man  of 
progress,  lie  is  a  very  genial  gentleman,  kind  and 
charitaiile.  and  Iii-'  wife  is  liis  equal  in  these  aniiahle 
qualities,  while  his  daughter,  !\lrs.  llarvey.  a  niem- 
ber  of  the  household,  partakes  largely  of  the  happy 
di^^-)osilion  of  her  parents. 

HAXS  OUTZEX  IIAXSEX.  a  well-known 
dairyman  and  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Glaston- 
bury, owns  a  hue  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  near 
South  Manchester.  He  is  intelligent  and  observing, 
but  has  always  been  conservative  in  his  methods, 
his  wise  management  bringing  excellent  results. 

Mr.  Hansen  was  born  July  8,  1S4S,  in  Schles- 
wig,  in  the  southern  part  of  Denmark,  which  territo- 
ry passed  into  the  possession  of  the  German  Govern- 
ment jn  1864.  The  late  John  Peter  Hansen,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  followed  farming  there  througliout 
his  life,  and  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Annie  Margretha  Xelsen,  was  born  there,  and  still 
resides  at  the  old  homestead.  This  worthy  couple 
had  the  following  children :  Tilda  married  Anton 
Hansen,  and  resides  in  our  subject's  native  town; 
Hans  O..  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low ;  Margareta  married  Theodore  Aggerbeck.  and 
settled  in  Chicago.  111. ;  Sarah  married  -^Ir.  Knar- 
hoi,  and  resides  at    Alscn,    Schleswig;  John,  a 

blacksmith,  married  Magretha  ,  and  settled  in 

Chicago:  and  Samuel  married  Miss  Christine  Hen- 
drickson,  and  resides  in  Chicago,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  bottling  business. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion in  his  native  land,  and  gained  a  thorough 
knowdedge  of  the  details  of  agricultural  work,  be- 
ing often  employed  on  different  farms  near  his  home. 
When  he  attained  his  majoritv  he  came  to  America, 
sailing  from  Hamburg  on  the  steamer  "City  of 
London,"  of  the  Inman  Line.  The  day  after  his 
arrival  in  Xew  York  he  came  to  Hartford,  where 
he  secured  employment  at  hauling  clay  and  driving 
a  dump-cart.  Later  he  was  employed  in  a  screw 
shop  on  Sheldon  street,  and  for  two  years  he  worked 
in  Colt's  factory.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Glaston- 
bury, and  after  renting  his  present  farm  from 
Henry  Perkins  for  two  years  he  purchased  it. 
The  place  then  comprised  eighty-five  acres,  but  he 
has  since  added  fifteen  acres.  He  makes  a  special- 
ty of  dairying — although  he  also  has  a  large  tract 
under  cultivation  to  small  crops — and  at  present 
he  keeps  about  twenty  cows,  and  conducts  an  ex- 
tensive milk  route  in  Scuth  Manchester.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  an  Episcoi^alian  in  re- 
ligion, he  and  all  his  family  being  members  of  the 
church  at  South  ^vlanchester. 


In  1874  Mr.  Hansen  married  Miss  .Marv  Hansen, 
a  native  of  Schleswig.  daughter  of  Lawrence  and 
Anr.a  Lucy  Hansen.    Six  children  have  blessed  the 
unim:   .\nnie.  biirn    ?^larcli  8.    1875:  ^laLiretlia, 
born  Jan.   \o,  1877.  who  married  braiik  Root,  a 
I  painter  in  Hartford;  Louise,  born  March  27,  1879; 
:  Jennie,  born  March  17,  i8Sr  ;  Adella,  1)orn  July  4, 
:  1883;  and  Ilansine,  born  June  5,  188^1,  who  died 
Feb.  12,  i8t;0. 

HORACi-:  PARSOXS  KIXGSBURY  is  one  of 
che  most  highly  esteemed  eiiizens  of  Glastonbury, 
i  his  genial  manners  and  unassinning  generosity  win- 
i  ning  him  warm  friends  among  all  classes.  Although 
'  past  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten  he  is  still  active 
in  business,  and  is  a  leading  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  with  which  he  united  many 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Kingsburv's  ancestors  settled  in  Connecti- 
cut  at  an  early  date,  and  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
,  Kingsbury,  was  a  well-known  farmer  there.  This 
worthv  citizen  married  Ruth  Benton,  and  they  had 
six  children:  (ij  Sophia  married  Hon.  \\  illard 
;  Hutchinson,  of  Coventry,  a  prominent  citizen,  wdio 
served  as  selectman  and  also  representative.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  school  teacher  by  occupation. 
(2j  Odarv  married  Daniel  Piurnap,  a  farmer  and 
jeweler  in  Andover.  (3)  William  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (4)  Joseph  married  Amelia  Reynolds,  a 
sister  to  our  subject's  mother,  and  lived  upon  a 
farm  in  Andover.  (5)  Llarvey  married  Polly 
\\'right,  and  settled  on  a  farm.  (6)  Royal,  wdio 
married  Emilv  Foote,  was  a  physician,  and  lived 
and  died  in  }vIarlboro. 

\\'illiam  Kingsbury,  our  subject's  father,  was- 
born  and  reared  in  Andover,  his  education  being  se- 
cured in  the  common  schools,  and  became  a  well- 
!  to-do  farmer.    His  death,  which  occurred  at  his 
:  home  in  Andover  in  1853,  was  the  result  of  an  ac- 
cident at  the  raising'  of  a  building.    He  married 
y  Susan  Reynolds,  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  and 
i  daughter  of  Plorace  and  Hannah  (Bidwell)  Rey- 
nolds, the  former  a  well-known  blacksmith  in  East 
;  Hartford,  who  did  work  for  the  army.  William 
and  Susan  Kingsbury  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest,  William  B.,  is  unmarried,  and  resides 
on  the  home  farm  in  Andover.    Charles  R.,  wdio 
died  in  1896,  was  a  farmer  in  Andover.    Horace  P. 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.    Henry  M., 
;  twin  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  below-.   Ann  Eliza 
I  was   an   invalid,  and   died   in   early  womanhood, 
i  Emilv    IM.  died    in    Andover    unmarried.  Ruth 
I  Sophia  resides  with  her  brother,  William,  in  And- 
:  over.    Mary  Jane  married  Frederick  Root,  of  IMcri- 

den.  w  here  she  died. 
•  Our  subject  wi-s  born  Sept.  29,  1820,  in  Andover, 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  a  district  school 
\  there.  He  also  studied  for  a  short  time  at  a  select 
;  school  in  Coventrv.  and  on  leaving  school  he  taught 
I  for  one  winter.  He  then  entered  ^  '"Yankee  Xo- 
tion"  shop  in  Coventry,  where  he  was  engaged  iit 
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inakiiii;-  ladies'  spool  ?taiuls  for  about  three  voars. 
RetiiniinL;'  Imnie,  he  spent  sijine  time  \\■o^kin,^•  out 
as  a  farm  inml.  reoei\  in^-  froin  Ilmi  dollars  \o  tuehe 
dollars  a  nir.nth,  whieh  \v;i<  iIku  eonsid^red  \er\- 
g'(  0(l  waives.  He  went  \.o  Knekville  to  wurk  in  the 
■  Frank  I\lill."  whieh  later  burned  and  was  rehuiit, 
and  for  a  tiuio  ho  worked  in  ihe  repair  shup  ut  the 
Collins  Co..  at  CoUinsville.  lie  also  worked  in 
Jlolyokc,  Ma^s.,  and  in  I'ehruary,  iS5_',  loeaied  at 
Glastonbury,  enterini;-  the  cmpIo^•  l'I  j.  1'..  Williams 
iis  driver  of  a  team  and  i^eneral  farm  hand.  In 
1855  he  went  W  est.  anil  w  as  gone  aliout  five  months, 
siyht-sceing;.  and  on  his  return  ho  took  a  position  in 
ihe  i.hop  of  2\h.  Wiluciiii  -,  L.aking  shoe -blacking, 
irik,  soap,  etc.  \\  hile  there  he  enlisted,  on  Aug-. 
25,  iS6j,  in  Company  G.  2^th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  with 
the  late  Capt.  Charles  Taleott  and  Col.  Dissell ;  was 
in  Louisiana  under  Gen.  Banks,  and  took  part  in  the 
engagements  at  Irish  Bend  and  Port  Hudson,  being 
present  at  the  surrender  of  the  latter  place,  in  Julv, 
1863.  Our  subject  returned  to  Hartford  with  his 
regiment,  and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  26,  1S03,  one 
year  and  one  day  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment, 
which  had  been  for  nine  months  only.  He  resumed 
his  work  for  ^Ir.  Williams,  remaining  two  vears, 
and  for  one  summer  was  employed  in  Bristol  in  a 
gristmill.  In  1S66,  failing  health  compelled  him  to' 
return  to  Glastonbury,  and  he  has  ever  since  been 
in  the  employ  of  ^Ir.  Williams.  2sh.  Kingsbury 
takes  great  delight  in  visiting  the  places  of  interest 
in  his  native  country,  and  has  made  several  ex- 
tended trips.  He  visited  California  in  1886,  and  has 
been  to  almost  every  G.  A.  R.  encampment  since 
that  time.  Although  a  stanch  Republican,  he  has 
never  cared  for  office.  He  is  a  member  of  Robert 
O.  Tyler  Post,  No.  50,  of  Hartford,  and  is  as  un- 
wavering in  his  loyalty  to  his  comrades  in  peace 
as  in  battle.  Learning  that  three  soldiers  were  buried 
in  the  potter's  field  in  Glastonbury,  he  quietly  bought 
a  lot  and  had  their  bodies  removed  to  it ;  as  he  never 
told  of  it  the  occurrence  would  have  passed  unknown 
to  the  world  had  it  not  been  found  out  and  revealed 
by  others. 

Hexrv  'SI.  KiXGSiJURY  has  always  followed 
farming,  and  resides  in  Coventry,  Tolland  county. 
He  married  Emily  Watrnus,  and  they  have  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children:  Xathaniel.  who  is  married 
and  living  in  Michigan;  Alary  E..  married:  Will- 
iam H.  ;  Annie  A.;  Charles  S. :  Jennie  W. :  Horace 
L.  ;^  and  Joseph  H.  The  father  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  has  held  various  minor  offices,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

WIXFIELD  S.  CHURCHILL.  Generally 
speaking,  the  farmers  of  Rockv  Hill  are  noted 
throughout  Hartford  county  for  their  intelligence 
and  progressive  spirit.  Among  the  most  prominent 
of  these  is  Winfield  S.  Churchill,  who  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Wethersficld.  June  i,  i86r. 

Justus  Churchill,  his  father,  was  captain  in  the 


Governor's  Horse  Guards.    He  also  was  a  f;irr<ier, 
and  besides  attending  lu  his  work  as  an  agrieultur- 
i-l  etmdueled  a  meal  and  jiriuluee  market  in  the 
I'nvn  of  Wellursfield.     lie  n:arried  Abigail  Harris, 
eif  that  i)laee,  the  issue  of  the  marriage  being  >ix 
!  children,  of  whom   Winhekl  S.  was  fifth  in  the 
ortier  of  birtli.     The  others  were  Charles  M.,  at 
present  a  resident  of  P;irkville,  Hartford  county; 
Clara,  who  married  Sanu'.el  Asliwell,  of  Rocky  Hill; 
.  Prank,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whom  may  be  found 
:  elsewhere;  Prudence,  ii.'W  ]\Irs,  \\".  R.  Griswold, 
\  of  Rocky  Hill ;  and  iVdle,  who  died  in  her  fourteenth 
i  year. 

WinfieUl'S.  Churchill  was  raised  upon  the  pa- 
i  tcrnal  farm  and  educatetl  at  the  Wethersficld  high 
i  school.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  left  his  father's 
I  roof  to  take  up  his  home  with  his  brother  Frank, 
I  a  fanner  at  Rocky  Plill.  There  he  lived  until  he 
I  attained  his  majority,  wdicn,  his  skill  and  integrity 
I  being  recognized  bv  Justus  L.  Bulklev,  the  latter 
1  proffered  him  the  position  of  foreman  and  manager 
i  of  his  extensive  farm,  wdiich  post  young  Churchill 
I  consented  to  accept.  This  responsible  post  he  has 
'  ever  since  filled,  discharging  its  duties  with  an 
;  abilitv  and  fidelity  alike  satisfactorv  to  Sir.  Bulkley 
i  and  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  liimself. 
I  Through  industry  and  sound  judgment  he  has  ac- 
'>  c[uired  a  comfortable  competence.  He  owns  a  charm- 
'  ing  home  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  is  erecting  another  line 
residence  in  that  town,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  a 
!  handsome  dwelling  at  No.  18  Francis  avenue,  in 
I  Hartford. 

j  On  Nov.  10,  1886,  Mr.  Churchill  was  united  in 
j  marriage  to  ]Miss  Sarah  W.,  daughter  of  Henry  C. 

Robinson,  of  Rocky  Hill.  Sir.  and  ^Nlrs.  Churchdll 
i  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  son  named  Justus  H., 
1  now  eight  years  of  age.  Our  subject  is  a  strong 
I  Republican,  and  enjoys  a  deservedly  high  reputation 
!  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  young 
'  business  men  of  the  town  in  wdiich  he  resides. 

XATHAX  A.  DOOLITTLE,  a  forger  of  King 
bolts  for  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co..  of  Soulh- 
ington,  was  born  in  Xorth  Haven.  X'ew  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  March  27,  1844,  a  son  of  Abram  and  -\Iarah 
(Moss)  Doolittle.  He  is  the  eldest  of  their  four  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Julia,  wife  of  Frank  Butler; 
]\Iarcus ;  and  Wilson.  The  father  was  born  in  \'er- 
mont,  and  about  1836  removed  to  Xorth  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  op- 
erated a  saw  and  cider  mill,  fle  died  there  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years.  He  was  a  son  of  Michael 
Doolittle,  wdiose  later  days  were  spent  in  X'orth 
Haven,  where  his  death  also  occurred.  Our  sub- 
ject's maternal  grandparents  were  Samuel  and  De- 
light Moss,  of  X'orth  Haven. 

Reared  in  X'orth  Haven,  Xathan  A.  Doolittle  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  town,  and  remained  at  home  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  In  1S70  he  came  to  Southington, 
wdiere  he  has  since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  At- 
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water  Manufacturing  Co.  11c  is  an  expert  work-  i 
man,  ami  eoinniaiKls  the  contuknee  and  respect  of  { 
liis  enijilovers.  i 

Mr.  Doolittle  was  married,  Oct.  i,  iS'/'S.  to  Miss 
Ida  A.  I'ayne,  a  daughter  of  luiwin  1!.  and  licrtrudc 
(Miles)  Tayne,  of  Cheshire,  and  to  them  has  heen 
born  one  daugliter,  Lottie,  now  Mrs.  Wallace  Hills.  [ 
^Ir.  Duolittle  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  j 
Church,  and  socially  of  the  Knights  of  I'ytlnas,  and  ! 
politically  is  identilicd  with  the  Democratic  partv. 
He  has  held  the  ollice  of  constable  for  several  years,  ' 
and. is  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  both  pul)lic  and 
private  duties.  ! 

ERNEST  WILDER  MTLDRUM,  a  prominent  I 
business  man  of  East  Lerlin,  was  born  on  the  old  i 
Mildrum  homestead  at  that  place  Eeb.  8,  i866,  and  | 
is  a  son  of  William  A.  Mildrum,  of  East  Berlin,  i 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  j 

Our  subject  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  j 
of  the  community  for  his  educational  privileges,  j 
and  on  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  j 
he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father,  who  was  then  | 
a  contractor  in  the  "divider''  department  of  the  ; 
Peck,  Stow  &  \\"ilcox  Co.'s  works.    Subsequently  | 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  and  four 
years  later,  when  the  latter  died.  April  25,  1S92,  j 
he  took  complete  charge  of  the  department.    He  | 
has  also  done  contracting  in  other  lines  for  the  | 
same  companv,  and  at  times  has  employed  as  many 
as  twenty-five  men.    As  a  business  man  he  is  en-  I 
ergetic,  industrious  and  reliable,  and  commands  the  . 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

On  June  24,  1S91,  ^Ir.  INIildrum  was  united  in 
marriage  with  IMiss  ]Mary  Galpin,  who  was  born 
July  24,  1868,  a  daughter  of  Henry  X.  Galpin,  of  ; 
Berlin,  and  thev  have  one  child,  Elizabeth,  born  | 
]\Iay  7,  1894.  They  are  intluential  and  prominent  j 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Berlin,  j 
and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work,  while  ]Mr.  !Mil  I 
drum  has  been  a  member  of  the  Standing  or  Church  j 
committee  for  two  different  terms.  At  elections  | 
he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub-  j 
lican  party. 

AAROX  JOIiXSOX.  This  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive young  merchant  of  South  3.1anchester  is  a  \ 
native  of  Sweden,  having  been  born  at  Hal-  j 
land  Koinge,  Xov.  6,  1857,  His  father  was  a  well-  j 
to-do  farmer,  and  his  early  educational  advantages  j 
were  good,  his  attendance  at  the  common_  school?  i 
being  supplemented  by  a  course  in  an  agricultural  [ 
school.  _  I 

iMr.  Johnson  remained  upon  his  father's  farm  , 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when  he  i 
concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Xew  World,  ! 
where  so  many  of  h.is  countrymen  had  found  happy  ; 
homes  and  became  substantial  citizens  of  the  great  I 
republic.  Accordingly,  in  1879,  he  crossed  the  ocean,  j 
going  from  Xew  York  at  once  to  South  Manchester.  ' 


Conn.,  where  he  soon  fomid  cniidovment  in  Cheney 
l-ros."  silk  miU,  remaining  witli  that  firm  for  two 
and  ont-half  year-..  Aunihcr  vear  lie  spent  as  clerk 
in  a  hold  in  tb.c  same  village:  ;md  at  the  cud  of  that 
time  he  entered  the  store  of  W.  11.  Cheney  as  sales- 
man, in  1890  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the 
grocery,  crockery  and  wootlenware  department, 
which  ]>osiiiiin  he  continued  to  hold  until  1895,  Mr. 
Cheney  having  meanwhile,  in  1805,  S"l']  the  business 
to  C.  1").  Strix-kland  iK:  Son.  In  the  fall  of  1895  Mr. 
jo!msk.'n  enibark-ed  in  business  on  his  own  account.  . 
He  began  his  venture  in  the  most  modest  way,  open-  , 
ing  a  grocery  '^'o-,^  th.o  basement  of  his  dwelling 
house,  at  Xo.  17  Chestnut  street,  employed  but  one 
clerk,  and  made  part  of  his  deliveries  in  a  basket. 
But  he  was  industrious,  economical,  courteous  and 
honest,  and  his  trade  grew  steadilv  from  the  begin- 
ning. Within  six  months  it  had  reached  such  pro- 
]5ortions  that  he  found  it  necessarv  to  greatlv  en- 
large his  (juarters,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  he  erected 
the  building  which  forms  the  main  portion  of  his 
present  store,  a  structure  32x45  feet  in  dimensions. 
The  niunbcr  of  his  customers  continued  to  increase, 
however,  and  the  following  year  (1897)  he  greatly 
enlarged  this  building,  making  it  ninety  feet  deep, 
and  adding  a  second  story.  Here  he  carries  an  ex-  ' 
tensive,  well-assorted  stock  of  both  staple  and  fine 
fancy  groceries,  employing  eight  clerks,  and  having 
five  teams,  which  are  almost  constantly  engaged  in 
delivery.  Llis  store  occupies  the  site  on  Chestnut 
street  below  Monument  Park,  where  he  started  in 
such  humble  fashion  but  little  more  than  four  years 
ago. 

In  1885  ^Ir.  Johnson  married  !Miss  Christina 
]\Iagnell,  and  they  have  had  four  children.  Ger- 
trude, Florence,  ^lildred  and  ]Maud.  Our  subject 
is  generous  and  public-spirited,  always  ready  to 
lend  his  aid  to  anv  enterprise  looking  to  the  good 
of  his  town  or  county.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  religious  connection  a  member  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  The  story  of  a  career 
such  as  his  is  full  of  instruction  and  encourage- 
ment, telling,  as  it  does,  how  much  may  be  accom- 
plished through  firm  resolve,  aided  bv  perseverance  - 
and  integrity.  As  Mr.  Johnson  looks  back  upon  his 
past  life  he  can  say,  with  pardonable  pride,  that  he 
is  self-made  in  the  best  sense  of  that  too  often  per- 
verted term.  When  he  arrived  in  South  Manchester 
his  entire  worldly  possessions  amounted  to  but  twen- 
ty-eight dollars.  To-day  he  owns  the  finest  store  of 
its  kind  in  ^^lanchester,  besides  a  handsome  inodern 
residence  and  other  valuable  town  property,  all 
earned  through  his  own  toil  and  energy. 

RUFUS  WILLIAM  MORSE.  For  the  past 
forty  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  had  a 
contract  in  tlic  tinners'  machine  department  of  the 
Peck,  Stow  &  \\'ilcox  shops,  and  in  that  of  one 
of  their  predecessors.  Xo  more  extended  statement 
would  be  necessary  to  emphasize  the  mechanical 
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skill,  the  tulolity,  the  scrupulous  care  and  the  good 
judgment  of  our  subject,  lie  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  faithful  employes  of  that  juanufacturing 
company,  tiie  reputation  of  which  has  become  world- 
wide. 

Mr.  Morse  was  born  in  llolderness,  Grafton 
Co.,  X.  II.,  L'ct.  4,  1823.  son  of  Steiihen  Xois  and 
Elizabeth  (Ckn-don  )  Morse.  The  father  was  born 
in  Pembroke.  X.  H..  and  by  occupation  was  a  paper- 
maker,  junior  member  in  the  firm  of  Cheney  & 
Morse.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  ^tibject  i^;  flie ""Second  :  Clvmena 
Butler  (^deceased);  Kuius  \\  .;  Stephen  Ambrose 
(deceased)  ;  Iilizabeth  Augusta ( deceased)  ;  Herman 
Ladd,  a  resident  of  East  Bridgewater,  Mass. ; 
Sophia  Ann,  a  resident  of  Quincy,  ^lass. ;  and 
Charles  Myron  (deceased).  Stephen  Xois  ]\Iorse 
was  one  of  the  early  Abolitionists,  and  one  of  the 
most  highly-respected  citizens  in  the  community  in 
which  his  active  and  useful  life  was  spent. 

The  education  of  Rufus  W.  Morse  was  received 
in  the  district  schools.  His  first  employment  was 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  wagonmaking  trade,  but 
the  labor  was  hard  an.d,  moreover,  too  quiet  for 
the  active  temperament  of  our  subject.  He  aban- 
doned it  for  the  machinist's  trade,  for  that  pur{K)se 
entering  the  shops  of  the  Lowell  ^Machine  Co.,  wdiere 
he  remained  three  years,  completing  his  apprentice- 
ship. 

Mr.  Morse  then  rounded  out  his  practical  knowl- 
edge and  skill  by  a  little  journeyman  travel.  For 
eight  months  he  worked  at  his  trade  at  Gloucester, 
N.  J.,  then  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  then 
employed  successively  at  Laconia.  X'.  H.,  one  year  ; 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  two  years ;  Colt's  Armoj-y,  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  two  years;  and  East  Bridgewater, 
Mass.,  one  year.  Our  subject  then  settled  down. 
He  secured  a  position  with  the  Roys  &  \\'ilcox 
Co.,  at  East  Berlin,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
employed.  He  came  to  East  Berlin  in  December, 
1854,  and  has  remained  there  ever  smce.  When  the 
Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.  was  organized  'Sir.  2\Iorse 
continued  in  the  service  of  the  new  company  as  a 
machinist.  For  the  past  forty  years  he  has  had  a 
contract  in  the  tinners'  machine  department. 

Mr.  jMorse  married,  Aug.  27,  1849,  }kliss  Lu- 
anda Pease  Cox,  who  was  born  Aug.  G,  1827,  at 
Holderness,  X'.  H.,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Folsom)  Cox.  To  our  subject  and  v/ife 
were  born  two  children,  both  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  politics  Mr.  Morse  was  formerly  a  Whig, 
and  is  now  a  Republican ;  he  has  never  sought  office. 
He  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  temperance,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Teinperance.  Both  him 
self  and  wife  are  members  of  tne  Free  Baptist 
Church.  By  his  work  every  man  is  properly  judged. 
This  criterion,  applied  to  the  life  career  of  Mr. 
Morse,  places  him  in  a  most  favorable  light.  He  has 
unostentatiously  yet  enthusiasticallv  taken  up  his 
chosen  work  and  exhibited  a  rare  fidelity  and  sterling 


worth  throughout  his  many  years  of  residence  at 
East  Berlin.  He  holds  the  high  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  counts  as  liis  close  and 
lasting  friends  all  who  know  him  well. 

JOHX  GEISELMAX.one  of  the  most  respected 
farmers  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  in  W  itten- 
berg,  Germany,  Sept.  8.  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Geiselman,  who  were  farming  people  ni 
moderate  circumstances. 

John  Geiselman.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Wittenberg  in  1703,  was  a  farmer  in  a  small  way, 
and  was  noted  tor  his  honesty.  He  married  I\lary 
Bentley,  wdio  was  born  in  1799,  and  was  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Bentley,  by  whom  she  had  three  children: 
!Mary  13.  and  Joseph,  w  ho  died  in  Germany ;  and 
Anton,  who  came  to  America",  served  in  a  Con- 
necticut regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
in  East  Hartford  July  4,  1897.  By  Mr.  Geiselnian 
she  had  children  as  follows :  Pauline,  who  died 
in  Germany:  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Peter, 
still  in  the  Fatherland;  Frances,  wife  of  Anthony 
Bantley,  w  ho  cued  in  Hockanum  in  1891  ;  and 
Agatha,  who  was  married  to  Joseph  Gallon,  and 
died  in  Hartford  in  1893. 

John  Geiselman,  wdiose  name  opens  this  article, 
attended  school,  in  accordance  wdth  the  German 
law,  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when,  his  father 
having  died  in  1850,  he  started  out  to  work  on 
neighboring  farms  fo"r  a  recompense  of  from  six 
to  eight  cents  per  day,  the  price  usually  paid  to 
farmer  lads  of  his  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  was  drafted  into  the  German  army,  served  two 
years  and  four  months,  and  was  then  furloughed, 
subject  to  recall  at  any  time  to  fill  the  regulation 
term  of  service,  eight  years.  On  Mav  13.  1866,  ^^Ir. 
Geiselman.  with  his  wife  and  son,  Simon,  who  was 
born  in  \\'ittenberg,  Germany,  Oct.  26,  1864.  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  "Teutonia,"  at  Bremen.  The 
trip  across  the  ocean  was  made  in  fair  weather, 
and  the  serenity  was  marred  only  by  a  fire  which 
destroyed  one  of  the  masts  of  the  vessel,  and  caused 
some  agitation  among  the  passengers,  but  with 
1.400  souls  on  board  the  '"Teutonia"'  arrived  safely 
at  X'ew  York  City.  Thence  Sir.  Geiselman  and  wife 
came  to  Connecticut  by  steamer,  landing  in  Hart- 
ford, where  Air.  Geiselman  found,  by  pre-arrange- 
ment.  his  half-brother,  mentioned  above,  and  also 
found  employment  in  Colt's  Armory,  wdiere  he 
worked  nearly  a  year.  He  then  learned  stone-cut- 
ting under  Gallon  S:  Cup,  with  wdiom  he  worked  un- 
til the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  after  wdfich.  having 
become  an  expert,  he  was  retained  in  the  employ  of 
Joseph  Gallon,  the  successor  to  the  business,  until 
he  has  worked,  in  all.  fifteen  years  at  his  trade. 

On  June  16,  1863,  Mr.  Geiselman  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Agatha  Cameron,  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Teresa  (Wilhelm)  Cameron,  who  were 
the  parents  of  six  children  :  Christen  and  Ignacc, 
'  who  died  in  (Germany;  Mary,  stdl  living  in  that 
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country;  WouiloU  and  Elizabeth,  who  (Hod  there; 
and  Atjatlui.  Mrs.  Geisehuan.  To  the  marriage  of 
!Mr.  anil  Mrs,  Cieisohiian  were  born  live  cliildren: 
Simon.  Ikmii  LKn.  26.  iSt>4.  nuirried  Cora  A.  Hills, 
and  has  one  ob.ihl.  Sa;miel  11..  b>M-n  March  4,  1S91  ; 
he  is  a  prosiKTinis  farmer  in  liast  tlartford.  lohn, 
born  June  7.  iSoj.  married  b'annie  E.  Erving.  and 
has  two  children.  Elsie  ^L,  l)orn  Mav  iS.  18 — , 
and  Ruth  S.,  born  Dec.  5.  iS — ;  thev  are  also  liv- 
ing'in  East  Hartford.  Elizalnnh.  born  Jan.  jS,  i8(jS. 
died  Oct.  2(1.  1872.  Uert'iia.  born  \ov.  15.  1870. 
died  Ju]v  4.  1872,  in  Hartford,  where  her  remains 
were  interred.  Louisa,  born  jan  i,  1874,  was  mar- 
ried to  Charles  Bartlett.  of  W  indsor,  in  1805,  ^'itl 
has  one  child,  Irene  A.,  liorn  June  7,  1896.  The 
family  attend  the  South  Congregational  Church. 
]\lr.  and  Mrs.  Geiselnian  occupy  their  own  modern 
dwelling,  which  also  shelters  Mr.  and  rv.[rs.  Bartlett 
and  their  child.  ^Ir.  Geiselman  has  been  verv  in- 
dustrious and  temperate,  and  has  won  for  himself 
not  only  a  comfortable  comi>etence,  but  the  esteem 
of  all  his  neighbors. 

CHARLES  SHIP-AL\X.  a  venerable  and  high- 
ly-respected agriculturist  of  South  Glastonburv,  has 
learned  the  art  of  "growing  old  gracefullv,"  and  al- 
though near  the  eightv-first  milestone  in  life's  jour- 
ney his  faculties  are  keen,  and  his  manner  is  as 
g^enial  as  in  younger  days.  He  can  read  small  print 
without  glasses,  and  often  does  a  large  day's  work- 
on  his  farm,  as  a  pastime. 

Mr.  Shipman  comes  of  a  well-known  Connecti- 
cut family.  His  grandfather.  Stephen  Shipman.  was 
born  Feb.  20,  1750,  probably  in  Hebron,  and  be- 
came a  leading  settler  in  South  Glastonbury.  This 
worthy  citizen  was  a  shipbuilder,  and  also  conducted 
a  store  in  South  Glastonbury  for  some  years.  He 
owned  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  there,  including 
the  Masonic  Hall  property,  and  donated  to  the  town 
the  land  formerly  occupied  by  the  Sixth  District 
school. under  the  condition  that  it  should  revert  to  his 
heirs  if  used  for  other  than  educational  purposes.  In 
his  later  years  he  seeius  to  have  met  with  reverses, 
and  his  death  occurred  Feb.  8,  1834.  On  Aug.  4, 
1790,  he  married  Eunice  Rae,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Rae,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  a  cousin  of  \'ice-Presi- 
dent  Hannibal  Hamlin.  She  survived  him  some 
years,  and  died  in  Illinois.  Of  their  children:  (  i) 
Reuben,  born  July  31,  1791,  married  Miss  Blinn, 
of  Berlin,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Rocky  Hill 
and  later  in  Barry,  111.,  where  he  died.  (2)  Charles, 
our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  below.  (3) 
Eunice,  born  Jan.  18,  1796,  married  Shepherd  Rob- 
bins,  of  Boston,  Mass.  (4)  Stephen,  born  Sept. 
3,  1798,  was  married  twice,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
at  Barry,  111.    (5)  William  Henry,  born  Aug.  28, 

1804,  married  (first)  Harriet   ,  and  (sec- 

ind)  Eliza  .    In  early  manhood  he  went  to 

Illinois  to  engage  in  farming,  but  later  returned 
to  Connecticut,  and  became  an  oyster  dealer  in  Fair 


Haven,  acquiring  a  large  fortune.  He  died  there, 
and  his  widow  still  resides  in  their  old  home.  (0) 
James  Madison,  born  April  26,  1808.  was  a  farmer, 
and  tlied  at  Xew  Clayton. 

Charles  Slupman,  our  subject's  father,  wa.-^  born 
Aug.  27,  1793,  at  the  present  homestead,  and  re- 
ceived a  comnum-school  education..  He  followed 
farming,  and  was  also  employed  in  the  Portland 
quarries,  but  fmally  settled  upon  the  home  farm, 
which  was  eneuml.)ered  with  debt.  This  he  paid, 
and  for  many  years  he  followed  the  oven  life  of  a 
farmer,  his  deatli  occurring  Oct.  4,  1878.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  at  South  Glastunbury.  lie 
married  Sally  Gillam.  a  native  of  Portland,  who 
was  born  Aug.  26,  179S,  and  dietl  Sept.  26,  1S62. 
They  had  the  following  children :  ( i )  George, 
born  Feb.  27,  1818.  married  Ruth  Goodrich,  and 
was  a  farmer  in  Glastonburv  and  later  at  Barrv, 
Pike  Co.,  111.,  where  he  died.  (2)  Charles,  our 
subject,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  Will- 
iam, born'  Aug.  7,  1822,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war ;  ne  married  Lucy  Jones,  and  was  employed  in 
a  factory  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death.  (4) 
Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  2,  1824.  married  John  Hanch- 
ett.  a  machinist  in  Glastonbury.  (^5)  Horace,  born 
Feb.  26,  1828.  was  a  stage  driver,  farmer  and  livery- 
stable  keeper.  He  married  Susan  Manwarren,  and 
located  in  Illinois,  and  later  in  Iowa.  (6)  Stephen, 
born  July  2,  1S32,  luarried  Rebecca  Wright,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Glastonbury.  (7)  Eunice,  born 
July  7,  1834,  married  Eliery  Treat,  of  Willow^  Brook, 
in  the  town  of  East  Flartford.  (8)  John,  born 
June  8,  1836,  married  Harriet  Bid  well,  and  resides 
on  a  farm  in  Glastonbury.  He  served  in  the  Civil 
war.  (9)  ^lary,  born  ]\Iarch  15,  1838,  died  March 
20,.  1838.  (loj  Flenry  INIartin,  born  Jan.  26,  1S41, 
married  and  resides  in  Danburv,  Conn. ;  he  was  in 
the  25th  Conn.  \'.  I.  during  the  Civil  war. 

Charles  Shipman  was  born  Jan.  16,  1820,  in 
the  house  now  occupied  by  him  as  a  residence.  He 
attended  the  district  school  near  his  home,  and  also 
an  academy  at  South  Glastonbury  conducted  by 
Elihu  Burritt,  famous  as  the  "learned  blacksmith." 
He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  the  "chores"  taking 
much  of  his  time  morning  and  evenmg  as  a  Doy, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  years  from  1844  to 
1872,  wdicn  he  made  his  home  some  two  miles  away, 
he  has  resided  at  the  old  homestead,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  place  devolving  upon  him  as  his  fa- 
ther's health  failed.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  held  various  minor  offices ;  socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Glastonbury  Grange,  and  in  religious 
faith  to  the  Congregational  Church  at  South  Glas- 
tonbury, of  which  he  and  his  family  are  leading 
supporters. 

On  April  28,  1844,  Mr.  Shipman  married  ^^liss 
Eliza  Cadwcll,  who  was  born  in  Hartford  March 
17,  1818,  a  datighter  of  Ashbel  Cadwell,  but  being 
orphaned  at  an  early  age  was  reared  by  William 
Holmes,  of  Buckingham.    She  died  April  19,  1886, 
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aiu!  was  Inu  ioil  at  Somh  Glastonburv.  Of  the  six 
cliiklron  of  this  union  tlio  eklest.  (i)  Isabella,  horn 
May  15.  1845.  "larrietl  Deacon  Edward  Thompson, 
a  nierchain  of  Glastonhury,  now  retired.  {2)  Miss 
Hlien  is  at  home.  ( luKvard.  horn  June  8,  1849, 
ir.arriiHl  Charlotte  Xohle.  and  now  "resides  on  a 
farin  in  Cdastonhury.  (4)  hdora  H.,  horn  -May  2. 
1851.  married  hVankiin  Tayl(M-,  of  Glastonhury,  who 
\vas  a  letter  carrier  in.  Hartford  for  fourteen  vears. 
(5)  Frederick,  horn  Jan.  2,  1856.  married  Mary 
]\laynard,  a  farmer  in  Glastonl)urv,  and  both  are 
now  deceased.  (6)  Emma,  born  Jan.  9,  iSOo.  mar- 
ried Georg-e  H.  Hale,  cf  Glastonbury. 

WILLIAM  L.  HUXTTLXG.  In  the  Connecti- 
cut river  valley  there  is  perhaps  no  better  known 
tobacco  man,  nor  one  more  successful,  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a  ]irominent  resident  of  East 
Hartford.  It  would  be  diflicult  to  hnd  a  better  il- 
lustration of  the  self-made  man.  by  which  is  meant 
one  whose  native  talents  and  energies  enable  him 
to  rise  superior  to  any  circumstances.  The  career 
of  our  subject  has  amply  demonstrated  his  ability 
to  take  care  of  himself  under  adverse  conditions, 
to  which  many  men  would  have  succumbed.  Grit 
and  determination  were  the  forces  that  carried  him 
successfully  through  every  critical  emergencv. 

The  ancestry  of  our  subject  is  one  of" the  oldest 
in  the  land,  dating  back  into  historv  through  a 
period_  of  over  two  Imndred  and  fifty  years  to  lohn 
Huntting,  a  pioneer  of  Dedham,  Mass..  one  of"  two 
brothers  who  founded  the  Huntting  familv  in  Amer- 
ica. One  branch  of  the  family,  that  from' which  our 
subject  is  descended,  removed  to  Long  Island,  and 
the  land  now  owned  bv  David  H.  Huntting,  upon 
which  our  subject's  father  was  born,  has  been  in 
the  family  name  from  the  original  patent.  It  has 
been  a  prominent  family,  and  connected  with  other 
well-known  nam.es  in  American  historv. 

Mr.  Hunttmg  was  born  at  East  Hampton.  Suf- 
folk Co..  Long  Island,  X'.  Y.,  Xov.  22,  1840,  eldest 
son  of  Jeremiah  and  Joanna  A.  (Hand)  Huntting, 
The  father  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jeremiah  Hunt- 
ting. The  grandfather,  who  was  also  an  eldest  son, 
was  a  carpenter  by  occupation  in  early  life,  and 
later  a  farmer.  The  father  of  our  subject  in  early 
life  was  apprenticed  to  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
learned  it,  and  for  a  short  time  in  iiis  youth  followed 
it.  But  he  believed  that  the  most  honorable  busi- 
ness in  which  a  man  can  engage  is  farming,  and 
that  vocation  he  followed  through  life.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Joanna  A.  Hand,  who  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  old  Long  Island  families.  Both  parents 
of  our  subject  were  members  of'  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  politics  the  father  was  a  Democrat 
nntil  the  repeal  of  the  '"Missouri  Compromise," 
when  as  a  stanth  Abolitionist  he,  like  tliousanrls  of 
other  Democrats,  joined  the  Republican  party.  In 
stature  Jeremiah  Huntting  was  short,  and  in  that 
respect  he  resembled  not  his  paternal  ancestors, 


but  the  Hedges,  his  father's  mother  being  a  member 
of  that  family.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Jere- 
nu'ah  Huntting,  the  father  of  e>ur  subject,  was  in- 
volved in  obligations  which  ruined  him  linanciallv. 
1  he  hrst  cltect  of  the  war  upon  property  was  to 
depress  values,  and  it  was  under  that  initial  in- 
tlu<:nce  of  the  great  struggle  that  the  propertv  of 
Jeremiah  H muting  was  sold  at  a  sacrifice.  A  little 
later  values  rose,  and  the  property  was  worth  nnich 
more  than  the  obligations  to.  satisfy  which  its  title 
passed  from  iMr.  Huntting.  He  met  every  obliga- 
tion, however,  possessing  that  sterling  character 
which  won  lasting  respect.  He  was  one  of  the  in- 
fluential men  of  the  comnumity  in  which  he  lived. 
He  died  in  1S67,  aged  fifty-four  years.  His  wife 
survived  until  Decemlier,  189S,  dving  at  the  age  of 
seventy-si.x  years.  The  children  of  Jeremiah  and 
Joanna  A.  Huiuting  were  as  follows  :  ( i )  Will- 
iam L.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch;  (2) 
Charles  H..  a  wholesale  fruit  and  canned  goods 
merchant  on  Ann  street,  Hartford;  (3)  Jeremiah, 
of  East  Hampton.  Long  Island;  (4)  David  H.,  a 
farmer  of  East  Hampton;  (5)  Samuel,  who  died 
unmarried  at  East  Hartford  in  1887;  (6)  John  P., 
a  farmer  of  East  Hartford;  (7)  ^lary  E.,  now  iMrs. 
Joseph  Dayton,  of  East  Hampton;  (8)  Edward, 
manager  of  the  East  Hampton  Lumber  Co.,  at  East 
Hampton. 

William  L.  Huntting  in  his  childhood  days  re- 
ceived such  education  as  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded,  which  was  about  three  months  a 
year.  As  the  eldest  of  the  family  he  had  an  abun- 
dance of  work  to  do  on  the  farm.  His  father  was 
an  extensive  land  owner,  and  the  education  our 
subject  received  was  largelv  of  a  practical  nature. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  shipped  before  the 
mast  on  the  whaling  vessel  "X'eva,"  of  which  his 
uncle,  George  Hand,  was  master,  from  Greenport, 
L.  I.  She  made  a  thirtv-two-months  voyage,  going 
north  almost  to  Point  Barrow  and  to  Behring  Straits, 
and  to  the  islands  along  the  Alaskan  peninsula — ex- 
cellent whaling  grounds  a  half-century  ago.  After 
this  voyage  our  subject  retu-rned  home,  and  for 
seven  or  eight  months  attended  Clinton  Academy. 
His  primary  object  was  to  better  equip  himself  in 
mathematics  as  a  basis  for  navigation. 

Mr.  Huntting  then  began  a  second  voyage,  wdiich 
proved  more  momentous  to  his  fortunes.  He  sailed 
on  the  "Odd  Fellow,"  as  boat  steerer.  She  left  on 
a  whaling  voyage,  going  to  the  LaPlata  river.  South 
America,  for  sperm  whale,  a  voyage  of  fifteen 
months.  While  on  this  trip  he  was  taken  sick  with 
rheumatism  of  the  heart,  and  became  so  ill  that  he 
was  landed  and  left  in  the  hospital  at  Santa  Cath- 
erina,  Brazil,  presumable  to  die.  The  "Odd  Fel- 
low" sailed  away  without  him.  lienjamin  Lindsay, 
of  Xew  Bedford,  ^vlass.,  was  then  L'nited  States 
consul  at  Santa  Cathcrina,  and  was  very  kind  to 
the  abandoned  young  sailor,  after  his  recovery  giv- 
ing him  eniplovment  as  manager  of  a  store  which 
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ho  was  coiuluctini;\  At  tliat  time  kerosene  or  lamp 
oil  was  hciui;  intrLHluced  into  ilrazil  by  .Mr.  Lindsav. 
W'itii  the  latter  our  subject  remained  until  June, 
1805,  when,  cxehang-iui;-  his  savinj^s  into  tlie  cur- 
rency oi  the  L'niied  States,  he  found  himself  in 
possession  of  Sjinx  and  with  that  aniotnit  sailed  for 
Long  l>land.  When  h.e  ha.d  left  hcMue  a  few  vears 
before  his  father  was  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
and  in  that  condition  he  expected  to  find  him.  The 
reduced  financial  straits  of  bis  father  was  a  double 
disappointment  to  our  subject,  for  he  had  expected 
to  return  to  South  America  and  cng-asre  in  business 
w!-h  the  hel;^  of  h' ^  ^atl-.r.  -nde--  the  changijd 

conditions  he  went  to  work  at  home  to  aid  in  sup- 
port of  his  father's  family.  His  illness  had  not 
wliolly  left  him,  and  for  that  reason  he  decided  not 
to  return  to  sea.  Moreover,  tlie  whaling  business 
was  rapidly  declining,  and  had  ceased  to  be  profit- 
able, l-'or  a  short  time  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  to  do.  it  was  the  only  time  in  his  career  that 
he  was  "out  of  a  job."  But  he  possessed  determina- 
tion and  energy,  and  accepted  tne  oest  position  that 
presented  itself,  which  was  that  of  salesman  for 
the  Champion  Washing  [Machine.  In  that  capacity 
he  came  to  East  Hartford  in  the  spring  of  1866. 
His  partner,  ^Ir.  Conklin,  quit  the  business  and 
followed  carpenter  work,  but  our  subject  was  a 
better  salesman,  anti  for  four  vears  he  sold  washing 
machines  very  successfully,  making  the  business 
win.  But  he  had  a  weather  eye  for  better  business 
opportunities.  It  came  in  the  tobacco  industry, 
which  has  become  so  prominent  and  valuable  in  the 
Connecticut  river  valley.  In  1869  he  raised  a  small 
crop  of  tobacco,  less  tlian  a  half- acre.  The  follow- 
ing season  he  raised  two  acres,  realizing  S750  for 
the  crop.  In  1S71  he  began  buying  tobacco,  and  he 
has  raised  and  bought  tobacco  every  year  since, 
building  up  a  large  business,  and  m  recent  years 
representing  as  buyer  Hoffman  &  Co.,  of  Xew  York. 
Samuel  Huntting,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  had 
come  to  East  Hartford,  and  in  partnership  with 
him  the  firm  of  William  L.  Huntting  &  Co.  was 
established.  After  the  death  of  the  brother  the  old 
firm  name  was  retained,  and  since  then  the  two 
sons  of  our  subject,  William  S.  and  Henry  J.,  have 
been  admitted  to  partnersh.ip.  the  firm  name  con- 
tinuing William  L.  Huntting  &  Co. 

Mr.  Huntting  was  married,  at  East  Hartford, 
March  26,  1867.  to  ]\Iiss  Alarianna  Howdett,  daugh- 
ter of  Eleazer  P.  and  Eliza  (Deming)  Hewlett,  of 
East  Hartford,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Kate  M.,  who  married  F.  E.  Fuller,  of  East 
Hartford;  Lillie  }*I..  at  home;  William  S. ;  and 
Henry  J.  Ever  since  his  marriage,  except  one  year 
when  he  lived  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Central 
,avenue  and  Main  street,  Mr.  Huntting  has  resided 
on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father-in-law.  He  is 
a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  charter  member  of 
Evergreen  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Elm  Loage,  No.  63,  Knights  of  Pythias, 


East  Hartford.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor  during  the  existence  of  that  or- 
ganization. Mr  Huntting  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Cicn.  I'.  S.  Grant.  In  1876  he  voted  for 
Samuel  J.  Tilden.  and  he  has  since  supported  the 
Democratic  jxany.  He  has  heUl  various  local  r;f- 
fices,  and  in  18S0  was  elected  to  represent  his  town 
in  the  State  Legislature,  lie  was  chosen  a  delegate 
to  the  Kansas  City  Convciuion,  which  met  July  4, 
Kjoo.  and  at  tiiat  convention  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  State  on  the  notification  committee  of  the 
\'ice-Presidential  nominee,  attending  the  ceremonies 
at  Indianapolis.'  At  the  Hartford  Convention,  lield 
Sept.  20,  1900.  Mr.  Huntting  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  office  of  comptroller  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  In  educational  matters  Mr.  Huntting 
has  always  taken  a  keen  interest,  and  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Duilding  committee  when  the  East  Hart- 
ford high  school  was  erected  ;  he  is  still  a  member  of 
the  high  school  committee. 

yir.  Huntting  has  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  is  cntitletl  to  the  signal  success  which 
he  has  won  in  the  battle  of  life.  At  East  Hartford 
he  ranks  as  one  of  its  most  substantial  and  in- 
fluential citizens.  His  early  experience  was  severe, 
but  he  has  come  out  of  his  years  of  struggle  and 
hardship  with  admirable  victory. 

HENRY  STAXXARD  BRAINARD,  deceased. 
We  are  now  permitted  to  touch  briefly  upon  the 
life  history  of  one  who  retained  a  personal  asso- 
ciation with  the  affairs  of  Enfield  town  for  many 
years,  and  one  whose  ancestral  line  traces  back  to 
the  early  Colonial  period.  His  life  was  one  of  hon- 
est and  earnest  endeavor,  and  due  success  was  not 
denied  him. 

Mr.  Brainard  was  born  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  Feb. 
21,  1S17,  and  died  in  Enfield  Jan.  19.  1S96.  He  was 
a  son  of  Roswell  and  Laura  (Sherman)  Brainard, 
and  a  grandson  of  Ansel  and  Hannah  (Dart) 
Brainard,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abi- 
gail (Brainard)  Dart.  Ansel  was  a  son  of  Lieut. 
Josiah  and  Lois  (Hurlbut)  Brainard,  of  Haddam 
X'eck,  the  former  of  whom  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  as  lieutenant  of  a  company 
in  the  Continental  army.  He  was  a  son  of  Jo^iah, 
the  sixth  child  of  William  and  Sarah  (Bidwell) 
Brainard.  Josiah  Brainard,  just  mentioned,  was 
constituted  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Middle  Haddam  at  its  formation.  Sept.  24,  1740. 
He  built  a  house  on  Quarrv  Hill,  and  was  twice 
married,,  his  first  wife  being  Sarah,  his  second  Han- 
nah Spencer.  His  father,  William  Brainard.  was 
the  fifth  child  of  Daniel  Brainard,  who  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country.  Daniel 
was  brought  fr^m  Jingland  when  a  lad  of  eight 
years,  and  located  in  Hartford, Conn., living  with  the 
Wyllys  family  until  he  attained  tiis  majority.  He 
became  a  proprietor  and  settler  of  Haddam,  Conn., 
about  1662,  and  was  a  prosperous,  influential  and 


I 


COMMEMORATIVE  DIOGRAFHICAL  RECORD. 


1051 


liighly-rospcctcd  cilizcn  of  that  town,  wlicro  lie 
scrvoil  as  justioo  of  tlio  peace  and  as  tieacou  in  the 
church.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Hannah 
Spencer,  tlan^luer  of  C^errard  Spencer,  of  L\nn, 
I\lass..  and  (^scc.>nd)  to  Mrs.  Hannah  Sexton,  a 
widow.  All  of  his  eii;ht  childien  were  bv  his  first 
wife. 

Henry  S.  Brainard,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  grew  to  manhood  on  Haddam  Xeck,  town  of 
Haddani,  and  received  a  good  common-school  and 
academic  education.  JJefore  attaining  his  twentv- 
first  year,  his  father  died  suddenly,  and  he  succeeded 
to  the  quarry  business,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted until  his  removal  to  Hnfiekl,  in  1855.  Among 
the  principal  structures  for  which  he  furnished  the 
stone  was  I-"ort  Hamilton,  X.  Y.,  which  was  erected 
under  the  supervision  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  then  a 
government  engineer,  and  later  a  prominent  general 
in  the  Confederate  army.  At  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  fort  ]Mr.  Brainard  became  personally  ac- 
quainted with  that  gentleman,  and  later  kept  up  a 
pleasant  correspondence  with  him  for  some  time. 
On  coming  to  Enlield  our  subject  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits,  having  purchased 
the  large  and  productive  farm  of  Samuel  A.  Stil- 
man,  located  on  the  main  road  a  half-mile  north  of 
Tliompsonville.  The  place  was  then  conducted  as 
a  dairy  farm,  a  milk  route  having  been  established, 
and  he  carried  it  on  as  such  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  being  regular  as  clock  work  as  to  time.  In 
1863  he  went  to  Chicago.  111.,  to  superintend  the 
working  of  a  quarry  at  that  place,  conducted  by  a 
stock  company  under  the  name  of  Cook.  Brainard 
&  Douglas,  but  in  1865  he  returned  to  Enfield.  He 
was  a  thorough  business  man  and  a  careful  financier. 
He  neither  believed  in  extravagance,  nor  the  neglect 
or  slighting  of  anything.  Xo  part  of  his  large  farm 
w-as  ever  neglected :  his  spacious  buildings  were  al- 
ways kept  in  repair ;  and  his  implements  and  tools 
were  carefully  housed  when  not  in  use.  His  resi- 
dence and  its  surroundings  always  had  a  well-kept 
and  inviting  appearance. 

Mr.  Brainard  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Hannah  ^1.  Brooks,  a  daughter  of  Xoah 
and  Hannah  ( Cone)  Brooks,  of  Aliddle  Haddam, 
Conn.,  and  when  she  died,  leaving  no  children,  he 
married  her  sister,  'Miss  Ursula  B.  Brooks.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  this  union :  Ursula  M. ; 
Alvah  S. ;  X'orman  W.,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the. 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  and  died  at  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  in  Jnne,  1865 :  Cornelia  O. ;  Almira 
F.,  deceased :  Laura  H.,  who  married  Henry  G. 
Risley.  and  died  March  25,  fQoo;  and  Charles  H. 
Mrs.  Brainard's  maternal  grandfather  was  John 
Cone,  of  IMaromas.  Conn.,  whose  wife  was  Sus- 
annah Brainard.  a  descendant  of  William  and 
Daniel  Brainard.  above  mentioned. 

Socially  Mr.  Brainard  was  a  member  of  Doric 
Lodge,  X'o.  94.  A.  E.  &  A.  'SI.,  of  Tliompsonville; 
politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  an  advocate 
of  Prohibition  principles.     He  served    as  select- 


I 

I  man  in  Enfield  for  two  years,  and  his  advice  and 
I  counsel  were  often  sought  on  many  questions.  It 
I  is  but  just  and  merited  praise  to  say  of  him  that. 
;  as  a  business  man.  he  ranked  among  the  ablest ;  as 
a  citizen  he  was  honorable,  prompt  and  true  to  every 
engagement ;  and  as  a  man  he  held  the  honor  and 
I  esteem  of  all  classes  of  people. 

I       A.  H.  BROTHERS,  the  well-known  and  pop- 
j  ular  superintendent  of  the  Health  Underwear  ]\lills, 
I  at  P'"t(juonock.  is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  com- 
j  peteni  men  in  his  line  in  the  State,  and  his  efficiency 
is  shown  hv  his.  long  retention  in  the  service  of  one 
:  firm,  having  been  with  his  present  employers  for  al- 
i  most  a  third  of  a  century.    He  is  a  product  of  the 
Green  Mountain  Slate,  and  like  most  of  her  sons 
is  steadfast.  hone">rab!e  and  reliable  in  all  things  and 
under  all  circumstances. 

Mr.  Brothers  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hart- 
ford, Windsor  Co..  \T.,  June  29,  1847,  3.  sou  of 
Oliver  and  Ann  (Howard)  Brothers,  natives  of 
j  Canada  and  England,  respectively.  In  their  fam- 
I  ily  were  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are  living  at 
I  the  present  writing,  and  one  son,  William,  is  a 
i  skilled  millman  at  Rochdale,  IMass.  Reared  in  his 
j  native  town,  A.  H.  Brothers  received  such  edtica- 
j  tional  advantages  as  the  locality  afforded,  pursuing 
I  his  studies  mainly  in  the  '"little  red  school  house." 
j  His  parents  were  people  of  limited  means,  and  at 
I  an  early  age  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself, 
j  When  sixteen  he  commenced  his  career  as  a  mill- 
1  man,  first  as  piecer  in  J.  C.  Parker's  mill  at  Quechee, 
i  \'t.,  where  white  flannel  was  the  sole  product.  Erom 
I  that  place  he  went  to  other  mills,  working  for  a 
!  time  in  Eranklin  and  Laconia,  X'.  El.,  and  readily 
!  became  familiar  with  branches  of  the  business  re- 
i  quiring  more  skill.  He  was  also  employed  in  the 
j  Burlington  Woolen  Mills,  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  and 
I  the  -Titna  [Mills,  in Alassachusetts.  In  March.  1868, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Austin  Dunham  &  Sons, 
becoming  overseer  of  the  spinning-room  in  the  mill 
at  X'augatuck,  Conn.,  and  from  department  over- 
j  seer  was  advanced  until,  in  June,  1887.  he  was  made 
;  superintendent  and  manager  of  the  Health  Under- 
I  wear  Mills  at  Poquonock.  He  has  entire  charge  of 
j  the  plant  for  the  preparation  of  the  raw  material 
I  as  well  as  the  one  for  manufacturing  the  finished 
[  garments,  and  has  the-  entire  confidence  and  re- 
!  spect  of  his  employers. 

;  'Sir.  Brothers  married  ]\Iiss  Jeanette  Eastman, 
of  Eairlee.  Yt.,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  Lilly 
1  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Metcalfe,  of  Poquonock. 
:  While  not  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seek- 
I  ing,  he  has  always  supported  the  Republican  party 
[  by  ballot  and  sympathy,  but  has  declined  to  be- 
1  come  a  candidate  for  official  honors.  He  is  unas- 
I  suming  in  manner,  yet  exerts  a  valuable  influence 
'  and  is  an  excellent  citizen,  such  as  any  comnumitv 
!  might  be  proud  to  claim.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in 
i  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  having  worked  his 
I  way  upward  from  the  lowest  position  in  his  busi- 


1052 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


nc>>  to  the  !iij;lK>t.    I'Vatornally  lio  is  a  irn'mbor  ot  i 
the  Masonic  C'rdcr.  uiiitin;^  with  the  KhIl^c  at  Xau-  ' 
gattick,  aiul  roli,L;iousl_v  hoili  lie  aiul  his  estimable 
wile  are  members  of  the  L"o!ii;regational  L'hm\-h.  j 

I 

STJ'.riii'X  r.i:i.i)i  x  lhurcuill  (de-  | 

ceased)  was  tor  many  years  one  of  the  best-known  j 
and  most  hii;iilv  res[)eeted  citizens  of  W'elhersfield,  j 
and  a  representative  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most 
honored  families. 

Mr.  Chnrchill  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Baron 
Chnrchill,  the  Dnke  of  Marlljorons;h,  who  belonged  • 
to  tlie  l^>ritis]i  nobilitv.  The  first  of  the  name  to 
come  to  W  etiierstield  was  Josiali  Chtirchiii,  a  naJ  .o  . 
cf  Eng-lanil.  who  on  coming  to  the  Xew  World  first 
located  in  W'alertown,  Mass.,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Watertown  i^now  known  as  Wethershekn , 
Conn,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
where  he  owned  an  estate.  He  married  IMiss  Eliz- 
abeth, dang'hter  of  Xathaniel  Foot,  of  Wethersficld, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children :  !Mary,  born 
March  24,  1639;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  ]\Iay  15, 
1642,  and  was  married,  in  1660.  to  Henry  Buck; 
Hannah,  who  was  born  X'ov.  i,  1644,  was  married, 
in  1666,  to  Samuel  Royce ;  Ann,  who  was  born  in 
1647,  and  ir.arried  a  ^Ir.  Rice;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  2, 
1649;  Benjamin,  born  2\Iay  16,  1652;  Sarah,  who 
was  born  Xov.  i,  1657,  and  married  Thomas  AX'ick- 
ham ;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  j 

Jesse  Churchill,  the  grandfather  of  our  stibject, 
spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  \A'ethersfield,  and 
Avas  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionarv  war.  a  member 
of  Capt.  Hale's  company.  He  was  married  June  15, 
1778,  to  ^liss  Elizabeth  Belden.  Among  their  chil- 
dren was  Levi  Belden  Churchill,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  born  3ilarch  24,  1797,  and  spent  his 
life  in  Wethersfield,  engaged  in  butchering  and  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  Julv  25,  1863,  and  was 
buried  in  Wethersfield.  He  married  ]\Iiss  Abig-ail 
Griswold,  a  daughter  of  Justus  Griswold.  She  was 
born  Aug.  23,  1798,  and  died  Jan.  i.  1867.  The 
children  of  this  union  were  Justus  Griswold,  who 
was  born  X'ov.  5,  1816,  and  died  Aug.  23,  1874; 
Prudence  A\'ells,  born  April  11,  1819,  who  married 
James  Griswold,  and  died  June  12,  1856;  Levi,  born 
April  24,  1824,  who  married  [NTary  Jane  Blinn,  and 
died  Aug-.  15,  1862:  Stephen  Belden.  our  subject; 
Abigail  Alaria,  born  Oct.  12,  1832,  who  married, 
April  3,  1855,  Capt.  John  Standish ;  and  Hannah 
Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  i,  1836,  who  married  Bert 
Elisha  Blinn. 

Stephen  B.  Churchill  was  born  Jan.  21.  1830, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  Weth- 
ersfield Academy.  On  laying  aside  his  text-books 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  butchering, 
and  throughout  life  followed  those  occupations  on 
the  old  Churchill  homestead  in  the  town  of  Wethers- 
field. He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  rais- 
ing of  fruit,  being  one  of  the  largest  producers  in 
his  section  of  Hartford  county.    Lie  was  noted  for 


his  indu.stry,  hcniesiy  and  lionorable  dealing,  was  a 
devoted  husband  and  father,  and  a  g«'-Kl  citizen. 
i\eligiou-;ly  ho  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  ])(iHiicalIy  was  idemiiicd  with  tiie  Re- 
pui.>liean  party,  but  though  ofteit  urged  bv  his  friends 
he  would  never  consent  to  enter  the  race  for  public 
office.  He  died  Dec.  2,  1879,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  For  a  mnnlier  of  vears  Mr. 
Churciiill  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  h'irst  Companv, 
Governor's  Horse  Guards,  having  risen  from  the 
ranks,  and  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Levi  w  as  ten- 
dered his  commission,  that  of  captain.  Owing  to 
an  accident,  however,  in  which  his  arm  was  broken, 

On  ALay  5,  1S57.  in  Xewington,  Conn..  'Mr. 
Churchill  married  ]\Iiss  Esther  Emilia  Blinn,  a  na- 
tive of  Xewington,  and  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and 
Esther  (Griswold)  Blinn.  She  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment, and  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  educa- 
tion of  her  children.  She  is  a  consistent  and  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Weth- 
ersfield. To  otu-  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  children:  Alice  Amelia,  born  Julv  11,  1S5S, 
married  Edmund  L.  Smith ;  Elizabeth  Maria,  born 
July  22,  1S60,  married  Clittord  E.  Clark:  Emma 
Abigail,  born  Aug.  24.  1862.  married  William  S. 
^slorris,  of  Wethersfield;  Levi  Belden,  born  Oct.  10, 
1864,  married  Grace  Watrous  Perry,  and  has  three 
children,  Levi  B.,  Grace  Watrous  and  Jesse  Stephen  ; 
Stephen,  born  X'ov.  30,  1867,  married  Lillie  P.  Gris- 
wold, a  native  of  Bridgeport,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  Dixon  Griswold  (  a  granddaughter  of  James 
Stanley  and  Prudence  Wells  (Churchill  )  Griswold, 
and  great-granddaughter  of  James  and  Lucv  ( Rob- 
bins  j  Griswold).  and  they  have  one  child.  Blanche 
May;  Frederick  Griswold.  born  Mav  16,  1870,  was 
married  April  4.  1900.  to  Alice  Gertrude  Wooley,  of 
Wethersfield,  and  resides  on  the  homestead:  Xellie 
May,  born  July  30,  1872.  married  Edwin  ^^icDon- 
ough.  and  has  one  child.  Gertrude :  and  Hattie 
Mabel,  born  Oct.  28,  1875.  married  Hiram  F.  Shep- 
ard,  and  has  one  child,  Frederick  Churchill.  To- 
gether the  sons  operate  the  old  homestead  farm,  and 
are  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming,  dairy- 
ing, fruit  and  market  gardening.  They  are  enter- 
prising and  progressive  business  men  of  temperate 
and  industrious  habits,  and  are  widely  and  favor- 
ablv  known.  Politically  they  all  support  the  Re- 
publican party.  .      , , 

HEXRY  W.  EXSIGX.  Those  individuals  who 
live  a  life  of  noble  struggle  and  achievement,  and 
who  in  their  declining  years  graduallv  lay  aside  the 
burdens  of  active  care  and  live  in  well-merited  busi- 
ness retirement_.  amid  the  peace  and  calm  of  home 
and  friends,  among  associates  of  many  years,  are 
fitting  exemplars  of  human  history,  not  only  for 
their  own  intrinsic  worth,  but  for  the  guidance  and 
spur  of  a  vounger  generation,  .\mong  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Simsbury  none  perhaps  is  more 
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l'.or.v>rcd    tl.an    lie    whose    name  appears 

aliDve. 

Ilenrv  W.  Eiisii;ii,  relired  farmer  of  tlie  East 
Weaiogue  r''i>triet,  ;>inislii:ry.  was  born  in  the  Ik'p 
Meadow  Distriet,  nrw  Simslmry  Center,  l"eb.  lO, 
i8ji.  Tlie  Ensign  fanvily  were  old  settlers  of  Xew 
England.  The  name  i-^  of  Saxon  origin.  Jt  hrst  ap- 
peared in  Childham,  near  the  catheilral  town  of  Can- 
terbury, England,  where  there  was  an  Ensign  manor, 
and  tlie  family  arms  were  formerly  plaeed  in  the 
chureh  of  Childhani.  The  name  appears  to  have 
been  in  the  ccimties  of  Essex,  Norfolk  and  Kent, 
S5a}a  Sides  "xiiMoiy  oi  .Vneient  Windsor." 

James  Ensign,  the  first  of  that  name  who  eame 
to  America,  settled  in  Cambridge,  r^Iass.  In  1634 
he  removed  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  party  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  prominent  citizen 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Second  Church.  Ke 
died  in  Xovea;ber,  1670.  Tiis  wife  Sarah  died  in 
May,  1676.  Thev  had  one  son,  David,  who  married 
Mehitable  Gunn,  daua:hter  of  Thomas  Gunn,  of 
Windsor,  Conn.  They  were  divorced  by  mutual 
consent.  She  afterward,  in  16S5,  married  Isaac 
Sheldon,  a  widower,  of  Windsor,  who  died  July  27, 
170S,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  she  surviving  him. 
David  Ensign  married  for  his  second  wife  Sarah 
Wilcox,  or  W'ilcoxson,  who  died  Feb.  3,  1717-18 
He  moved  to  West  Hartford,  and  was  tlie  original 
organizer  of  the  church  there.  He  died  Dec.  12, 
1727,  aged  eighty-two  years.  The  children  of  David 
and  Sarah  (Wilcox)  Ensign  were  David,  James  and 
Thomas.  Thomas  married  Hannah  Shepard,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rebecca  (Greenhillj  Shepard. 
Aloses,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Ensign,  was 
born  in  South  ^\'indsor,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  in  1731  married  Love  Andrews,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Love  (Knight)  Andrews.  Isaac, 
son  of  Moses  and  Love  (Andrews)  Ensign,  was 
born  in  West  Elartford,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith.  About  1771  he  moved  to  Simsbury, 
where  he  followed  his  trade,  owning  a  shop  at  the 
Center,  near  the  old  cemetery.  There  he  spent  his 
life.  He  was  a  man  liighly  respected,  and  u  as  one 
of  Simsbury 's  best  citizens.  He  married  Luranah 
Pettibone,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Jemima  (  Cornish) 
Pettibone.  The  ten  children  of  Isaac  and  Luranah 
(Pettibone)  Ensign  were  as  follows:  Isaac; 
Isaiah;  Ariel;  Zebe ;  Zopher;  Bildad ;  Eri ;  Moses; 
Love,  who  died  young;  and  Luranah,  who  married 
Oliver  Phelps. 

Bildad  Ensign,  son  of  Isaac  and  Luranah  En- 
sign, and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  May 
10,  1788.  He  engaged  through  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1811  he  removed  to  Xew  York  State 
and  located  at  Oswego,  wdiere  he  spent  four  years,- 
also  farmed  in  Granby,  and  spent  the  balance  of  his 
life  in  Simsbury.  He  was  noted  for  his  industry 
and  frugal  habits,  but  met  many  reverses  not  through 
any  fault  of  his  own,  but  through  kindness  of  heart 
in  helping  others.    He  was  temperate  in  his  habits. 


I  a  kind  husband  and  an  indulgent  father.    He  served 
j  the  town  of  Simsbur_\-  as  constable,  and  also  as  col- 
i  lector  of  taxes,  an>!  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until 
j  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  became  a  Republi- 
I  can.     lie  never  s<night  political  oflice  or  honors, 
I  but  was  content  to  perform  his  duly  as  a  citizen  as 
he  saw  it.    Honest  and  lionorable  in  his  dealings, 
he  did  not  accumulate  an  abundance  of  this  worla  s 
goods,  but  he  left  a  name  that  is  highlv  respected 
He  was  a  Cliristian  man,  and  a  consistent  member 
i  of  tile  Congregational  Church.    He  died  in  1865. 
I  and  was  buried  in  Simsburv  cenieterv.    Mr.  Ensign 
married  in  liranby  Tslelissa  Holcomb,  born  in  Gran- 
by, daughter  of  Increase  and  Mary  (Reed)  Hol- 
comb.   Increase  Holcomb  was  a  Revolutionarv  sol- 
dier, a  son  of  Reuben  Holcomb,  and  a  grandson  of 
Reuben  Holcomb.    His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  ^Martin  (also  a  Revolutionary  soldier)  and 
I  ]Mary  (^Vloore)  Reed.    The  children  born  to  Bildad 
j  and  Melissa  Ensign  were :    ]\Ielissa  Eunice,  born 
Dec.  25,  1817,  married  Joseph  Barnes,  of  \\'indsor; 
Eveline,  born  in  1819,  died  in  infancy;  lienry  Watts 
is  our  subject;  Eveline,  born  in  1823,  died'young;" 
Caroline  Elizabeth,  born  in  3,Iarch,  1830,  married 
William  Gardiner;  ]Mary  Li-iranah,  born  Sept.  2Q, 
1834,  married  Elijah  Young,  and  they  are  living  m 
Cleveland,  Ohio.    The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
in  1853,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.    She  was  a 
member  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  good 
Christian  woman,  and  the  best  of  wives  and  mothers, 
and  gave  her  children  a  good  Christian  training. 
She  was  a  woman  of  rare  beauty  and  of  genial  dis- 
position. 

Henry  W.  Ensign  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  district  of  Hop  Meadow,  his  first  school  teachc 
being  Annise  Chapman.    He  also  attended  private 
schools  for  two  terms,  and  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  at  Sufiield.   He  remained  at  home,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  farm  work,  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  when  he  taught  school  at  Agawam,  ]\Iass., 
I  in  the  winter,  receiving  $14  per  month.    He  worked 
I  at  farm  labor  in  siimmer  at  S12  per  month,  and 
!  taught'  school  one  winter  in  IMadison  county,  X.  Y'., 
I  at  $12.50  per  month;  one  term  at  Bushy  Hill,  Sims- 
I  bury,  where  he  received  $12  per  month;  and  eight 
I  terms  in  other  districts  of  Simsbury. 
j       In  1847  ^if.  Ensign  moved  to  Bushy  Hill,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  of  sixty-nine  acres,  to  v/hieh  he 
added  fifty-five  acres,  operating  altogether  125  acres, 
and  engaged  principally  in  tobacco  growing  and  gen- 
eral farming.    On  that  farm  he  spent  nineteen  years 
of  his  life,  making  notable  improvements  in  the  prop- 
erty.   Selling  the  farm,  he  moved  to  the  East  Wea- 
j  togue  District,  where  he  bought  the  Roswell  Phelps 
farm,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  dairy  and  gen- 
eral farming  and  in  tobacco  growing.    He  is  now 
living  retired.    Mr.  Ensign  has  served  as  adminis- 
trator for  a  number  of  estates,  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  courts,  and  has  also  been  executor  of 
several  wills.    He  was  tax  collector  of  Simsbury  for 
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a  number  of  yoars,  liaving  been  apiiointed  firjt  bv  ^ 
tbe  selectmen  and  later  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  ; 
people,  and  his  services  as  a  tax  collector  were  verv  ■ 
satisfactory.    He  served  also  as  assessor,  aiul  was 
on  the  school  connnittee    lor  a  ni'.mber  of   \-cars.  I 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  educational  atl'airs.      In  I 
185S  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  on  the  \ 
W  Wx^  ticket,  and  servcil  on  the  committee  on  Kdu-  j 
cation;  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1 
1865,  on  the  Rejiublican  ticket,  and  served  on  the  i 
committee  on  Divorce.    He  cast  his  first  Presidential  i 
vote  -for  TTr-'ry  C-iy,  the  \\"hic'  cnndid-ntc,  and  his  i 
last  for  \\'illiam  ^IcKinley.      ]\Ir.  Ensign  has  al- 
ways taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs.  So- 
cially he  is  a  luember  of  \'illage  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  !NL. 
Collinsville.    He  is  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence,  i 
well  informed  on  all  the  leading  events,  has  traveled  ! 
extensivel}-  in  the  West  as  far  as  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  is  a  keen  observer  of  men  and  events,  possess-  ' 
ing  a  remarkable  memory  for  a  man  of  his  age.    He  \ 
is  a  most  interesting  conversationalist,  is  srenial  in  I 
disposition,   and    commands   the   highest  respect 
among  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances.  ! 

On  ^larch  18,  1847,  the  City  of  Xew  York,  j 
Mr.  Ensign  married,  at  the  home  of  her  brother,  i 
Rebecca  Jane  Curtiss,  born  Dec.  9,  1S19,  in  Sims-  \ 
bury,  Conn.  To  our  subject  and  wife  children  were  j 
born  as  follows :  ( i )  James  Curtiss.  a  fruit  and  | 
grain  grower  of  central  California,  married  Geor- 
gia Ellen  Baker,  of  [Missouri,  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren—Henry Wilson,  who  married  ^Maggie  Syfers, 
and  has  one  child,  Gladys  Pearl ;  Etta  Baker,  who 
married  Samuel  H.  \\'eddell,  and  has  two  children,  I 
Ella  Gertrude  and  Hugh  Ensign ;  Luella  IMattic,  S 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten ;  Daisy  Rebecca ;  George  i 
Curtiss;  Howard  Carlton;  and  Walter  Calvin.  (2)  I 
Sarah  Jane  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  | 
also  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  has  taught  in  | 
the  public  schools  of  Granby,  Sirnsbury,  Bloomfield,  : 
and  in  Healdsburg,  Sonoma  Co.,  Cal.  She  is  a  | 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo-  \ 
lution,  Abigail  i^helps  Chapter",  Sirnsbury.  (3)  ! 
George  Henry,  a  boy  of  great  promise,  was  drowned  I 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  (4)  Ella  Barnes  and  ' 
(5)  Emma  Barnes  were  twins.  Th.e  latter  died  \ 
when  five  years  old.  The  former  was  educated  in  | 
the  district  schools  of  Simsbury  and  Hartford,  and  i 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  SufTield,  and  has  '\ 
taught  school  one  term  in  Sirnsbury.  She  is  a  | 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  \ 
secretary  of  Abigail  Phebs  Chapter.  She  has  trav-  I 
eled  to  many  parts  of  the  West,  including  California.  ! 
Both  daughters  of  our  subject  are  at 'home  with  j 
their  father,  caring  for  him  in  his  old  age.  They 
are  ladies  of  culture,  refinement  and  education. 

Mrs.  Ensign  died,  in  189 1,  in  the  Baptist  faith,  | 
on  the  farm,  after  more  than  forty  years  of  happy  j 
wedded  life,  and  was  buried  in  Sirnsbury  cemetery. 
She  was  in  her  younger  years  a  school  teacher,  was 
a  woman  of  education  and  refinement,  lived  a  good  I 


Christian  life,  and  was  an  excellent  wife  and  mother. 
Her  father,  'i'iniothv  Hale  Ciutiss,  was  born  in  Her- 
lin.  Conn.,  son  tif  l-,bene/.or  and  Rebecca  (r,atini<  r) 
Curtiss,  and  moved  to  Sinisburv  with  his  pareni>, 
when  young.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Thomas  Curtiss.  who  came  to  W'ethersficld.  Conn., 
in  1639,  from  England,  where  he  was  born  in  I5<)8. 
Timothy  Hale  Curtiss  married  Sarah  McCombs.  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Andrew  and  Rebecca  (Good- 
rich) McCombs.  Mrs.  hlnsign  had  three  brothers, 
Timothv  McCombs,  Ebenezer  Goodrich  and  James 
Hale. 

ALOXZO  LYAL-VN  LATIMER,  president  of 
the  Simsbury  Creamery  Co.,  has  his  home  in  West 
Simsbury,  of  which  place  he  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  residents,  and  where  he 
was  born  Feb.  12,  1845,  the  place  being  then  known 
as  Canton. 

The  first  member  of  the  Latimer  family  to  settle 
in  this  town  was  Giles,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  who 
located  here  about  1763.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  lost  his  first  wife  in  1808 ;  his  own  death  oc- 
curred in  1829,  at  which  time  he  had  five  children: 
Giles,  George,  Roswell  (  who  died  in  1830),  Gar- 
ner and  James. 

Garner  Latimer,  the  youngest  save  one  of  these 
five,  was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Canton  (now  Simsbury), 
and  owned  and  cultivated  a  large  tract  of  land, 
now  owned  by  our  subject,  which  land  he  greatly 
improved,  and  on  it  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  engaged  principally  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
in  religion  held  to  the  faith  of  what  was  known  as 
the  Independent  Church.  To  his  marriage,  with 
Aliss  Esther  Kirtland,  were  born  four  children : 
Harvey,  Lorinda  J.,  Laura,  and  Lyman  (father  of 
our  subject). 

Lyman  Latimer,  born  and  reared  on  the  old 
farm,  was  educated  in  the  district  school  of  Canton,' 
and  married  Xancy  C.  Goddard,  a  daughter  of 
Truman  Goddard.  He  owned  a  fine  farm,  which  he 
devoted  chiefly  to  stock  growing  and  general  agri- 
culture, was  a  substantial  and  respected  citizen,  and 
a  good  Christian,  attending  the  Independent  Church. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  was  never  an 
office  seeker.  His  wife  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Both  ended  their  days  on 
the  home  farm,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  X'orth  Canton.  Their  six  children  were 
named,  in  order  of  birth :  Ann  M.,  deceased  wife  of 
William  Carter;  Alonzo  L.,  the  subject  of  this 
.sketch  ;  Elliott,  a  resident  of  Weatogue  ;  Emma,  mar- 
ried to  Eugene  Messenger:  Miles,  deceased;  and 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  George  Deno. 

Alonzo  L.  Latimer  received  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation in  Canton,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years 
started  out  to  make  a  living  for  himself.  He  was 
an  industrious  lad,  and    used,   his    earnings  ju- 
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(liciously,  economiziiiL^  as  lie  went  along.  Part  of 
ihe  time  he  worked  in  tlie  knife  clejxulnient  of  the 
(,",iUin>  Co.,  at  ColHnsville,  and  pan  at  Coh's 
Armory,  in  llartfonl,  until  i8'.>'«.  when  he  hought 
the  \\  ilhs  iJacon  farm  ol  one  hunch'ed  acres,  near 
his  oUl  home,  and  kiier  purchased  hi.s  i.ither's  orig- 
inal homestead,  and  tiie  Morgan  Case  farm,  all  of 
which  he  improved.  C^n  the  farm  which  is  his  pres- 
ent hi'^me  he  erected  a  tine  dwelling,  barns,  tobacco 
sheds,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  most  extensive  tobacco-growers  in  West 
Simsbury,  be>ide  which  he  conducts  a  large  gen- 
eral and  dairy  farm,  uw  iiing,  as  he  does,  o\  er  300 
acres  of  arable  land. 

On  April  9,  1S73,  Mr.  Latimer  married,  in 
Simsbury,  Miss  Estella  Siddell,  a  native  of  the  town, 
and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Siddell,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  live  children,  of  whom  the  first  died 
in  infancy.  The  second  born.  Belle,  was  educated 
in  the  district  school,  at  the  Xew  Britain  Normal 
School,  and  at  Huntsinger's  Business  College,  and 
is  now  a  bookkeeper  in  Hartford.  Edith  and  Lena  | 
graduated  from  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, class  of  1900.  Ralph  is  attending  the  local 
school. 

In  politics  Air.  Latimer  is  a  Republican,  and  for 
twenty  years  has  been  tax  collector.  His  position 
as  president  of  the  Simsbury  Creamery  Co.  is  quite 
a  responsible  one,  and  in  this  company  he  is  also  a 
stockholder  and  director.  In  religion  he  is  liberal 
in  his  views,  but  the  Scriptures  are  his  guide  in 
all  his  transactions,  as  he  was  formerly  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  family  belong.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  ]\Iark's  Lodge,  No.  36,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Simsbury.  ]\Ir.  Latimer  is  a  self-made  man,  is  pro- 
gressive and  useful  in  his  community,  and  is  one 
of  its  foremost  citizens. 

Robert  Siddell^  the  father  of  ]Mrs.  Latimer, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  was  but  six 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  America  by  his  par- 
ents, Abram  and  Johanna  (W'oodheadj  Siddell, 
who  located  in  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  where  the 
father  followed  his  trade  of  weaver  until  1854,  when 
he  brought  his  family  to  Simsbury,  Conn.,  and 
here  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  ^vlethodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Abram ;  Sarah,  married  to  Thomas  ]\Iorton  ;  Han- 
nah, wife  of  George  Ellsworth :  Mary,  who  was 
married  to  Robert  Dyson ;  and  Robert,  the  father 
of  Airs.  Latimer.  Robert  Siddell  was  reared  to 
blacksmithing,  but  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  held  many  local  offices  at 
Simsbury,  whither  he  came  from  Alassachusetts, 
and  in  1873  ^^^s  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Simsbury.  Mr.  Siddell  married  Miss  Maria 
Potts,  a  native  of  Johnstown,  X.  Y.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Elizabeth  Potts,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage six  children  were  born:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  A. 
H.  Warner,  of  Bristol;  George  A.,  of  Springfield, 


Mass.  :  Sarah,  married  to  Charles  Keyes :  Belle,  the 
wife  of  Watson  Woodford;  Estella,  now  Mrs.  Lati- 
mer; and  Herman,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  also  a  memlier  of  the 
Alethodisi  Church,  and  she,  like  her  hu,-band,  en- 
joyed the  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

CHARLES  HEXRY  HOLLISTER,  of  Ber- 
linc,  who  for  many  years  has  been  engaged  in  the 
insurance  !)usiness.  is  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  insurance  men  in  the  several  localities  of  his 
operations. 

Air.  HoUister  was  born  July  15,  1856,  at  W'ind- 
sorville,  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  Hartford 
county.  His  father,  Henry  Hollister,  was  born 
June  I,  1816,  at  Red  Hook,  Dutchess  Co.,  X.  Y., 
and  resided  in  several  different  localities  in  that 
county  between  the  age  of  three  and  ten  years,  his 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  changing  his  place 
of  residence  a  number  of  times  during  that  period. 
In  about  1826  the  family  went  to  Livingston  Manor, 
I  on  the  Hudson  river,  and  two  years  later  moved  to 
Philmont,  X.  Y.,  young  Llenry  attending  school  a 
portion  of  the  time  at  those  various  points,  and 
working  at  the  last-named  place  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  in  the  woolen  mills  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  commenced  life  for  himself.  In 
1836  he  went  to  the  town  of  Yernon,  Conn.,  and 
for  three  years  worked  in  the  Frank  Satinet  Alill, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Rockville  (then  \'ernon).  From 
1840  to  1848  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Somer- 
ville  Alanufacturing  Co.  Following  this  he  went 
to  Willimansett,  Alass.,  and  for  a  time,  associated 
with  a  Air.  Smith,  he  operated  a  small  mill  under 
the  firm  style  of  Smith  &  Hollister.  Owing  to  ill 
health  he  gave  up  business,  going  to  Ellington, 
Conn.,  and  there  resting  for  two  years.  In  about 
1855  he  moved  to  W' indsorville,  where  he  leased 
a  woolen  mill  and  operated  it  some  three  years, 
during  that  time  being  asociated  in  the  enterprise 
with  a  Air.  Phillip,  under  the  firm  style  Phillip 
&  Hollister,  and  later  operating  it  alone  under  lease, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  purchased  the 
property.  This  mill  he  operated  until  1S64,  then 
sold  out  the  business  to  P.  C.  Allen  and  removed 
to  Springfield,  Alass.  After  a  short  residence 
in  that  city,  he  moved  to  Hartford.  Conn., 
and  was  there  A-ariouslv  occupied  for  a  period, 
handling  wool  and  tobacco  among  other  things. 
In  1870  he  purchased  the  Ravine  Alills,  at  Hamp- 
den, Alass.,  and  operated  them  for  several  years, 
retaining  his  residence,  however,  at  Hartford. 
In  1875  he  purchased  a  farm  of  103  acres,  lo- 
cated on  the  X'ew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford 
railroad,  one  mile  south  of  Berlin  Center,  tipon 
which  the  family  now  reside.  In  1855  Air.  Hol- 
lister represented  the  town  of  Ellington  in  the  State 
Legislature.  In  1886  he  was  a  mcnil^'r  of  the 
board  of  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Berlin. 

On  X"ov.  2,  1841,  in  \'crnon,  Conn.,  Henry 
Hollister  was  married  to  Julia  Jerusha  Hunt,  born 
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Marcli  I,  i8ii).  in  WTiiun,  dauglitor  vi  lirasUis  and 
Tryplicnia  (Llark)  limit.  To  tlu-  union  wore  born 
children  as  loili,i\\s:  Julia  l-'-liAalicth,  Jlarriol  \'iola 
and  C'harlos  Jlcni  v.  'i'lie  niolhcr  of  these  children 
was  a  ineinhe'"  ol"  tlie  L.'onL;reL;aiii mal  L'luirch.  She 
tlied  May  29.  iSyo.  L;reail_\-  iieli.ned  and  e^tcenled 
bv  a  liost  of  friends  and  acijuainiances.  'Jdie  elder 
daughter  is  identified  with  the  same  Church  of 
which  her  mother  was  a  member. 

diaries  il.  1  billisier,  ou.r  subject,  received  liis 
elementary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
\\'indsorvillo,  Conn.,  tlv.  n  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Hartford  :  was  graduated  from  the  \\  ads- 
worth  street  school  in  1870,  and  for  two  years  at- 
tended the  high  school.  After  his  school  days  were 
over  he  engaged  in  the  insm'ance  business  in  the 
ofnce  of  L..  C  Kimball,  of  Hartford,  then  and 
now  general  agent  for  a  number  of  large  insurance 
companies,  and  remained  with  ^Ir.  Kimball  imtil 
18S2,  when  in  November,  having  been  chosen  book- 
keeper for  the  Corrugated  }iletal  Co..  he  left  ^Ir. 
Kimball  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  new  charge. 
In  January  following,  by  which  time  the'  company 
had  become  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co..  he  was 
chosen  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  C)ne  year  later  he 
was  made  special  agent  and  adjuster  of  the  Northern 
Assurance  Association  of  London,  England,  which 
was  under  the  management  of  Alfred  BuUard,  of 
Boston,  in  which  city  ^Ir.  Hollister  made  his  head- 
quarters, having  charge  of  the  business  in  the  New 
England  States,  in  November,  18S4,  he  was  made 
special  agent  and  adjuster  of  the  ^Etna  Insurance 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  headquarters  at  El- 
mira,  N.  Y.  This  position  he  retained  until  1893, 
changing  his  headquarters  in  iSSS  to  Albany,  N. 
Y.  Owing  to  sickness  he  removed,  in  1893,  to 
Berlin,  Conn.,  the  place  of  residence  of  the  famih-. 
During  our  subject's  active  business  career,  when 
in  good  health,  he  was  an  energetic  and  industrious 
business  man,  of  good  ability,  and  was  successful. 
Like  his  father,  his  affiliations  in  National  affairs 
are  with  the  Democratic  party,  though  in  local  af- 
fairs he  makes  no  political  distinction,  voting  for  the 
best  man  for  the  place.  Socially  he  has  been  quite 
prominent  and  popular.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Underwriters  Association  of  New  York,  of  whicli 
he  was  the  second  vice-president  at  the  time  of 
his  sickness  catising  his  retirement  from  active 
business.  He  has  been  a  Uiember  of  the  New  York 
Association  of  Supervising  and  Adjusting  Fire  In- 
surance Agents  since  1SS5.  He  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Albany  (  N.  Y.)  Social  Club;  is  also  a 
member  of  Ivy  Lodge,  No.  397,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  and  of  Lodge  No.  62,  B.  P.  O.  E., 
of  the  same  city. 

SIMEON  FRANCIS  WETIIERELL,  known 
throughout  the  State  of  Connecticut  as  one  of  the 
oldest  paper  manufacturers  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, was  born  Dec.  19,  1820,  m  r\Iid(llctown,  .Middle- 
sex Co.,  Connecticut. 


i  The  W'elherLlI  f;imi!y  has  been  identiticd  with 
'  1  laniard  ciuntv  for  over  a  ccniurx.  our  subject's 
:  groai-graiuifaLlKr,  Scth  W'cthercll,  having  locati'd 
'  h.cre  in  iji^-).  coming  from  W'arcliam,  Mass.,  with 
;  h.is  lamily.  riic\  made  their  home  in  what  is  iinw 
the  tov.ii  of  i~ast  llarlford,  Seth  W'clherell  tinding 
i  work  at  his  trade,  that  of  anchor  maker,  in  the 
I  ancluT  factory  which  then  stood  on  the  'site  now  oc- 
I  cupied  liy  tlic  Hartford  manilla  paper  mills,  and 
!  which  was  ^uI)Se(lUcnt!v  converted  into  a  powder 
■  mill.  He  erected  a  house  01-.  the  place  where  the 
I  widow  of  William  W'ethercll  now  lives,-  and  liis 
I  death  is  supjjosed  to  iiave  occurred  there. 

Simeon  W'etherell,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
j  was  eighteen  years  of  age  wdien  the  ^^'etherell  fami'v 
!  came  to  Hartford  countv,  and  he  wal'ked  llie  out  r  e 
;  distance  from  W'areham,  carrying  a  pack  on  his 
i  back.  He  learned  the  trade  of  an  anchor  maker  with 
I  his  father,  and  when  the  plant  was  changed  to  a 
pow"der  mill  continued  working  there.    Later  he 
was  employed  at  the  powder  mills  ( located  on  the 
j  site  now  occupied  by  the  Keenev  &  \\"hite  paper 
mills)  which  were  blown  up  about  1S36,  five  men 
losing  their  lives  there'by.    Simeon  W'etherell  was 
a  resident  of  ^Manchester  for  many  years,  and  passed 
his  declining  days  in  that  town,  wdiere  he  died  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.    He  married  IVliss 
Elizabeth  Case,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children :    Betsey,  Simeon,  Jr.,  Seth,  Vashti,  Jo- 
seph, and  Phila. 

Simeon  Wetherell,  Jr.,  was  born  ]May  24,  1794, 
in  what  is  now  the  towm  of  ^lanchester,  then  the 
Parish  of  Orford,  tow-n  of  East  Hartford,  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  gained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  powder  maker 
under  his  father,  in  the  mill  run  by  John  3,Iather, 
which  occupied  the  present  site  of  the  Foulds  paper 
mill  at  [Manc'r.ester.and  subsequently  engaged  at  that 
occupation  in  the  mills  at  2\Iansfield  and  Middle- 
towm.  Conn.  In  about  1829  he  returned  to  Manches- 
ter, and  in  1S36  started  a  powder  mill  in  that  town 
along  the  Hartford  road,  on  the  stream  which  was 
formerly  known  as  Hop  brook,  conducting  same 
until  1841,  when  it  was  blown  up  through  the  care- 
lessness of  employes.  A  few  years  later  he  pur- 
chased and  removed  to  a  farm  near  East  Haddam, 
wiiich  he  afterward  sold,  buying  another  near  ^lid- 
dletown,  on  which  he  lived  until  the  time  he  re- 
turned to  Manchester  for  a  time.  He  passed  his 
closing  years,  however,  in  Middletown,  making  his 
home  with  his  son  Horace,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1871.  3.1r.  Wetherell  was  known  as  a  suc- 
cessful and  careful  powder  maker,  and  had  a  more 
than  ordinarily  thorough  understanding  of  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  details,  but  he  would  submit  to  no  dic- 
tation in  his  work,  and  as  a  result  made  numerous 
changes  in  employ.  However,  he  was  never  in  want 
of  employment,  his  efficiency  and  trustwortliiness 
never  failing  to  secure  him  a  position.  Simeon 
W'etherell  married  Miss  Almira  Fitch,  who  preceded 
him  to  the  grave,  dying  in  1870.    Both  were  earnest 
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iuc:nl>ors  of  the  Coni;rcj;^atii hkiI  Church.  Their 
laniilv  consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom  ]-'rancis 
N.  was  drowned  at  the  ai;"o  of  two  years;  Lsthcr, 
widow  of  Ralph  L'uiler,  makes  her  home  in  the  t»-wn 
of  Manchester  :  Simeon  1".,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
next  in  the  familv  ;  Jilizaheth  is  the  widow  m'  A.  W. 
Snow;  Ral])]!  is  a  resident  of  Clarks.  Xehra-^ka; 
Horace  is  deceased;  \\ells  is  a  farmer  in  Manches- 
ter town;  ^lary,  deceased,  was  tl;c  wife  of  W  illiam 
Tuffs;  Hem-y  W.  is  deceasei.! ;  ^vlartiia  is  the  w  idow 
of  Gardiner  Wells. 

Simeon  F.  W'etlierell  was  about  eicrht  yer.rs  of 
age  when  his  fatiier  returned  to  Manchester,  and 
here  he  received  his  primary  education,  the  first 
school  lie  attended  being  at  -Manchester  Green.  He 
subsequently  attended  a  school  taught  by  Nathaniel 
Keeney,  in  the  little  house  located  where  the  main 
street  crosses  tlie  railroad  in  the  village  of  Manches- 
ter; the  old  school  building  is  still  standing,  back  of 
the  Catholic  church,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
Later  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  select  schools  taught  by 
Chauncey  Keeney  and  ]\Ir.  Sedgjwick  (in  the  base- 
ment of  the  old  church  at  ^Manchester  Center),  en- 
joying unusual  advantages  for  those  days.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  began  working  in  the  paper  mill 
of  Peter  Rogers,  a  small  establishment,  remaining 
there  about  a  year.  For  four  years  after  leaving 
this  employ  !Mr.  ^^"etherell  wa'=  engaged  in  the  Good- 
win paper  mills,  at  Buckland,  then  known  as  the 
Hollov/  mills,  and  in  1S45  went  to  !Middleto\vn 
and  rented  a  paper  mill,  which  he  conducted  for  two 
years  on  his  own  account.  Flis  next  venture  was 
at  Colchester,  where  he  erected  a  mill  of  his  own, 
and  he  carried  on  business  there  until  1859,  when  he 
sold  out  and  went  to  Andover.  Conn.  He  worked  in 
the  paper  mills  there  for  a  few  months,  in  i860  re- 
turning to  Manchester,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Lewis  Bunce  &  Sons,  in  the  Bunce  paper  mills, 
continuing  with  them  until  iS'X).  For  the  year  fol- 
lowing he  was  with  Fitzgerald  S:  Sons,  and  then 
passed  one  winter  in  Jersey  City,  Xew  Jersey. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  ^Ir.  W'etherell  began 
business  for  himself  again,  purchasing  a  mill  at 
Rainbow,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  in  partnership  with 
Monroe  House  and  Edwin  Bunce.  with  wh'im  lie  ^•■?s 
associated  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  unt  1  1S82, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  concern.  Xut  long 
afterward  he  bought  the  home  in  ^Manchester  v.  hich 
he  has  ever  since  occupied.  In  1883.  in  company 
with  Frank  W.  Carpenter,  his  son-in-law,  he  pur- 
chased the  Rockdale  paper  mills,  at  Xewington, 
Hartford  county,  and  this  co-partnership  lasted  un- 
til February,  1899,  when  Mr.  W'etherell  sold  his 
share  in  the  establishm.ent  to  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  hz 
has  since  leased  the  old  mill  at  Rainbow,  where  he 
formerly  carried  on  business  for  so  many  years.  He 
is  now  giving  his  time  to  the  management  of  same, 
and  though  in  his  eightieth  year  he  is  as  active  and 
energetic  as  a  man  in  his  prime,  enjoying  perfect 
health  and  mental  faculties  unimpaired,  though  he 
has  always  been  an  indefatigable  worker,  sparing 
ev 


neitlier  labor  nor  pains  to  make  his  enterprises  suc- 
cessful.   He  is  thorctighly  conversant  with  all  the  < 
details  of  the  business  in  which  the  active  years  of  his 
life  I'.ave  been  passed,  ami  liis  familiarity  with  every- 
thing concerning  the  making  of  ]>aper  has  given 
him  a  wide  notorietx  and  higli  standing  among  man- 
ufactrirers  in  this   State.      During   the  fifty-eight 
years  of  his  experience  in  this  line  he  has  made  an 
,  enviable  reptitation  as  a  business   man   of  sound 
i  judgment  and  uniiuestioned  integrity  and  reliability, 
a  good  manager  and  a  frieii'l  uf  progress,  champion- 
■  ing  and  adopting  anv  changes  in  process  or  niate- 
,  rial  which  he  is  concinced  will  improve  his  p'ruduct 
}  or  benefit  the  trade. 

Mr.  W'ethereil  has  a  strong  personality,  is  firm 
'  in  his  likes  and  dislikes,  and  has  gained  a  position 
I  of  influence  in  his  special  line  which  is  not  always 
i  the  lot  of  even  a  veteran  to  attain.    He  has  always 
been  devoted  to  his  business  interests  to  the  ex- 
'  elusion  of  outside  altairs,  but  he  has  taken  a  public- 
i  spirited  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
j  county,  and  though  never  an  office  seeker  or  holder 
I  he  has  supported  every  movement  which  in  his  opin- 
!  ion  would  proinote  the  advancement  of  the  comiiiu- 
i  nity  or  benefit  the  citizens  of  2\Ianchester  in  general. 
His  contributions  to  church  work  and  religious  en- 
terprises have  also  been  liberal,  though  he  is  not 
connected  with  any  denomination.    In  political  sen- 
I  timent  he  was  originally  a  W  hig,  changing  with  the 
I  party  when  it  was  merged  into  the  Republican  or- 
I  ganization. 

S  ^Ir.  Wetherell  was  married  Feb.  4,  1844,  to  }kliss 
I  Jane  A.  \'orra,  who  v.-as  born  Aug.  31,  1S20,  daugh- 
j  ter  of  Erastus  and  Aurelia  (Evans)  \'orra,  and 
j  they  have  four  daughters  :  r\Iaria  J.,  who  lives  with 
j  her  parents ;  Emma,  widow  of  Arthur  H.  Rogers, 
{  and  ^linnie,  widow  of  Alfred  Bidwell,  both  living 
j  in  ^Manchester;  and  Ellen  AI.,  wife  of  Frank  W. 
j  Carpenter,  a  paper  manufacturer  of  the  town  of 
I  Xewington,  as  above  mentioned.  On  Feb.  4,  1S94, 
!  ^Ir.  and  3vlrs.  \\'etherell  celebrated  their  Golden 
;  Wedding  quietly  at  home,  surrounded  by  their 
family. 

!       ISAAC  PORTER,  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Faac 
Porter,  and  a  son  of  Richard  S.  Porter,  was  born 
at  Granby  Dec.  20,   1833.    Both  his  father  and 
graudfather  were  natives  of  the  same  town,  the 
grandfatlur  being  pastor  of    the  Congregational 
'  Church  in  that  place  for  over  forty  years.  The 
1  wife  of  Rev.  Isaac  Porter  was  ]Mary  Smalley,  a 
I  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Sm.alley,  the  first  Congre- 
j  gational  minister  to  settle  in  Xew  Britain.  The 
j  only  child  born  of  this  union  was  Richard  S.  Por- 
ter, who  became  the  father  of  Isaac,  whose  name 
!  appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

Richard  S.  Porter  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  time,  and  was  for  two  years  a  student  at 
Yale  College.  At  the  end  of  his  Sophomore  year 
he  left  the  university  to  associate  himself  with 
Stephen  W.  Cornwell  in  the  manufacture  of  tools. 
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tongs  ami  other  varieties  of  liardwarc,  at  (Iranhv. 
After  curryinj:;;;  on  this  business  for  several  \ears. 
lie  renio\  etl  to  Xew  r.riiain,  and  enteretl  the  eniplov 
of  the  Stanley  Loinpany.  with  whnni  he  renunneil 
until,  some  years  later,  he  reeeivcd  an  ;ippt.>nunient  in 
tlie  postffliee  as  an  assistant  tn  Marcellus  Clark. 
\\"hile  tilling-  this  position  he  met  with  a  railroad 
accident  which  resnlted  in  the  loss  of  one  of  his  legs. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  and  hckl  in 
high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  elected  him 
to  the  office  of  town  clerk,  which  he  tilled  with  fidel- 
itv  and  distinction  for  many  vears.  In  his  religions 
creed  he  \\a^  a  «^  enigregationahst;.  roiiucall  v  he 
Avas  a  ^\  hig  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  after  which  he  atiiliated  with  that  organi- 
zation, and  was  an  intense  party  man.  By  his  mar- 
riage with  Betsey  Cornwell  he  became  the  father  of 
five  children:  Alfonso  Cornwell.  Frederick  Whit- 
tlesey. -Mortimer  Stanley,  Isaac  and  ]\Iary  Smalley. 
Alfonso  C.  I'orter  went  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  when  a 
vouth  of  fifteen  years,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
lightning-rod  business.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  at  Cincinnati,  and  was  made  cptar- 
terniaster.  He  died  soon  afterwards.  Frederick 
W.  was  also  a  soldier,  serving  during  the  last  eight- 
een months  of  the  struggle  in  the  First  Connecticut 
Artillery.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  successful  mer- 
chants of  Xew  Britain,  and  is  engaged  in  business 
as  a  jeweler.  ^Mortimer  Stanley's  inclination  was 
for  the  life  of  a  sailor,  and  when  he  was  but  little 
more  than  si.xteen  years  old  he  shipped  before  the 
mast.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  risen  to  be 
a  captain  of  a  vessel  owned  by  a  ^^lanchester  firm, 
engaged  in  the  \\'est  India  trade.  In  1861  he  sur- 
rendered this  position  to  oft'er  his  services  to  the 
Government,  and  was  commissioned  ensign  on  the 
flagship  of  the  West  Culf  Squadron.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  a  lieutenancy  in  the  navy  was  oft'ered  him, 
but  he  declined  the  honor,  preferring  to  return  to 
the  merchant  marine.  He  died  in  Australia,  in  1871, 
after  having  sailed  all  over  the  world. 

Isaac  Porter  received  a  good  elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  English  branches  at  the  common  schools 
of  Granby,  Xew  Britain  and  Stockbridge,  and  for  a 
time  attended  the  academy  at  the  last-mentioned 
place.  As  a  boy  he  made  the  most  of  the  advantages 
offered  him,  and  in  later  life  he  has  supplemented 
early  deficiencies  in  his  education  by  a  well-directed 
course  of  reading.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
school  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  and  engraver 
with  the  old  firm  of  Churchill  &  Stanley,  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  for  five  years.  On  becoming  a 
journeyman  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
opened  an  estal)li?hmcnt  of  his  own.  In  1857  he 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  wdicre  he  entered  into  jjart- 
nership  with  his  brother,  Frederick  W.  Two  years 
later  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Porter  re- 
turned to  Xew  Britain  to  take  charge  of  the  shops  of 
the  Xew  Britain  Jewelry  Co.  In  1861  he  went  back 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  became  overseer  for  a 


.Mr.  r.arber.      In  the  spring  of  1S62  his  patriotic 
spirit  prompteil  him  to  ennilate  the  example  of  his 
i  elder  brothers,  and  he.  too,  enlisted  in  the  military 
j  service  of  the  I'nited  States,  joining  the  08th  P.  V. 
!  I.    This  regiiix'nt  was  known  as  the  Scott  Pcgion, 
j  and  he  was  made  orderly  sergeant  of  Company  A. 
I  His  record  as.  a  soldier  is  a  story  of  heroism,  bravery 
I  and  endurance.    For  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
j  ericksburg  he  was  made  second  lieutenant,  and  after 
passing  through  the  fearful  carnage  on  the  ln^^tly- 
contested  fieUl  of  Cliancellorsville   he   was  put  in 
command  of  his  company.    He  led  his  men  at  Get- 
tysburg, vvhere  he  lost  his  left  arm.    He  wa^  to 
j  have  been  rcgularlv  commissioned  as  captain,  but 
I  for  some  unexplained  reason  he  never  received  the 
j  coveted  parchment.    It  was  not  long,  however,  be- 
!  fore  he  returned  to  the  armv,  becoming  a  member 
j  of  the  22nd  Regiment,  \'eteran  Reserve  Corps,  which 
I  participated  in  the  defense  of  Washington  against 
I  Early's  attack.    The  regiment  with  which  he  was 
I  connected  was  sent  to  Troy,  X^.  Y.,  and  later  to  In- 
j  dianapolis,  to  assist  the  State  forces  in  enforcing  the 
;  draft.    A  raid  was  made  upon  a  disaffected  county 
in  Indiana,  and  two  or  three  hundred  men  arrested. 
The  regiment  also   did   duty  at  Columbus,  C)hio. 
Our  subject  was  sent  home  on  waiting  orders,  and  in 
j  the  spring  of  1S66  went  to  X'orth  Carolina,  where 
j  he  remained  until  discharged,  in  1S67. 
I       On  his  return  to  Xew  Britain  ^Ir.  Porter  was 
i  appointed  deputy  sheriff',  and  filled  that  position  for 
i  three  years.    From  1874  to  1891  he  was  a  city  con- 
1  stable,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected  town  clerk.  The 
i  latter  office  he  held,  through  one  re-election  after 
j  another,  for  fifteen  years,  his  nomination  coming 
from  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  a  stanch 
and  active  member.    For  twent}--nine  years  his  fa- 
!  ther  and  himself  held  otfice  in  Xew  Britain, a  record 
I  of  honorable  service  which  is  not  easy  to  surpass. 
I  X'o  breath  of  scandal  ever  sullied  the  reputation  of 
!  either  father  or  son,  who  walked  am.ong  their  towns- 
I  m.en  with  erect  head  and  a  "conscience  void  of  of- 
'  fense." 

I  On  April  25.  1S92,  ]\Ir.  Porter  founded  the  firm 
I  of  Porter  &  Allen,  to  conduct  business  as  general 
j  auctioneers  and  dealers  in  second-hand  goods.  In 

December,  1893,  the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed 
i  to  the  I.  Porter  Co.,  and  on  ]\Iarch  3,  1894.  the  I. 
j  Porter  Co.  was  incorporated,  iNIr.  Porter  becoming 
1  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  concern  does  a  very 
i  large  business,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

prosperous  houses  in  the  city. 

Mr,  Porter  is  a  magnificent  specimen  of.  the  self- 
I  made  man  who  does  not  ruin  the  architecture  by 
j  egotism  or  selfishness.    He  is  acute,  yet  charitable ; 

shrewd,  but  generous ;  unaft'ected.  although  urbane. 

He  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  A.  F. 

&  A.  M.,  and  of  Giddings  Chapter,  in  both  of  which 

he  has  been  prominent.  He  also  belongs  to  Stanley 
I  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  married  Elizalieth,  a  daughter 
I  of  Deacon  Daniel  Fairchild.  of  Stockbridge,  Mass., 
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ami  thcv  have  two  children:  Xcllic,  the  wife  of  Ed- 
v.ard  h'.  1  liiiuiui^ton  ;  ami  .\llun>o  Briggs,  who  is 
connected  with  his  lather  in  business.  The  family 
attends  the  Congregational  Cluu-ch. 

FRANK  R.  UrSOX,  a  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Ui)son  UrLtlicrs.  prominent  grocers 
of  Se>uthington,  was  born  in  that  town  Oct.  14,  1S55, 
and  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  direct  descent 
from  Thomas  L'pson.  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
this  count\'.  The  latter  resided  in  Hartford  as 
early  as  163S,  and  his  name  appears  among  the 
llrst  settlers  and  pr^'^. riet.  is  uf  i-'arn^ing1on.  lie 
was  married,  in  1646,  to  Elizabeth  Fuller,  and  died 
July  19,  1 05 5. 

(II)  Stephen  Upson,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Farniington  about  1650,  and  was  married  Dec. 
29,  1682,  to  ^lary  Lee,  daughter  of  John  and  ^lary 
(Hart)  Lee,  of  Farniington.  Prior  to  his  mar- 
riage he  settled  in  W'aterbury,  Conn.,  where  he 
held  the  otiices  of  surveyor  and  grand  juror,  and 
Avas  three  times  deputy  to  the  General  Court.  He 
died  in  1735,  his  wife  on  Feb.  15,  1715. 

(HI)  Thomas  L'pson,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
born  ^larch  I,  1692,  and  was  married  in  1732  to 
Rachel  Judd,  daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  Judd. 
Fie  lived  in  W'aterbury  until  February,  1722,  when 
he  removed  to  that  part  of  Southington  which  is 
no\Y  Wolcott.  He  died  Sept.  2,  1761,  his  wife  on 
July  13,  1750. 

(IV)  Amos  L'pson,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
[March  17,  1734,  and  was  married  Feb.  27,  1766, 
to  Sarah  \\  oodrutt,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
Sarah  (Macon)  ^^'oodru^t.  .  Sne  died  in  April, 
1798,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  }^Irs. 
Dorcas  Alford,  of  Kensington.  He  died  [ulv  8, 
1810. 

(V)  Amos  L'pson,  son  of  Amos,  Sr.,  was  horn 
in  Southington  }^Iarch  14,  1771,  and  was  married 
]May  8,  1793,  to  Keziah  Root,  daughter  of  James 
and  IMercy  (Woodruff)  Root,  of  Southington.  She 
was  born  in  1771,  and  died  Feb.  13,  1859;  he  passed 
away  April  17,  1819. 

(VI)  Levi  L'pson,  son  of  Amos,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
1795,  and  married  Lovisa  Todd.  They  lived  in 
what  is  kno\vn  as  the  Clarion  District  of  South- 
ington, and  were  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject. 

(VII)  Capt.  Andrew  L'pson,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  Mav  18,  1825.  In  1845  he  en- 
tered Yale  College,  and  was  graduated  in  1S49.  The 
same  year  he  began  teaching  school  at  Salem,  N. 
J. ;  the  following  year  taught  at  Wellshoro,  Penn., 
and  later  taught  a  short  time  in  Corning,  N.  Y 
On  April  18,  1850,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
IMiss  Elizabeth  Lewis  Gridley.  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children:  Ida  ^l..  wife  of  Wilbur  A. 
Taylor;  Frank  R.,  our  subject;  William  C,  who 
is  his  partner  in  business;  and  Marv  B.,  deceased. 
In  1852  the  father  located  on  his  farm  in  South- 
ington, and  two  years  later  represented  the  town 


in   the   Legislature.    W  hen   the  Civil   war  broke 
out  he  was  decided  and  outsjxiken  in  his  loyaltv  to 
his  country,  and  in  1802  joined  Coniiiany  \i,  20th 
I  Ci'un.  \'.  1.,  receiving   the  appoiuinieiu  of  lieu- 
{  tenant.    He  accompanied  his  regiment  to  the  lleld, 
j  and  was  engaged  in  the  various  movements  which 
'  mark  its  history.    At  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville 
'  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  spent  two  weeks  in  Libby 
prison,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  paroled. 
After  rejoining  his  command  he  went  West  with 
the  regiment,  and  was  soon  promoted  to  a  cap- 
taincy.   While  guarding  the  depot  at  Tracy  City, 
;  Tenn.,  he  was  woup.ded  bv  a  band  of  guerrillas, 
and  died  Feb.  19,  1S64.    His  career,  though  brief, 
j  gained  for  him  a  conspicuous  and  honored  place  in 
i  his  country's  history. 

I       Root  Gridley,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  July  9,  1798,  first  married  Sarah 
'  Friibie,  and  second  Betsey  Lewis,  of  Farniington, 
the  latter  being  the  grandmother  of  our  subject. 
She  died  'Slay  19,  1875,  and  he  passed  away  July 
9,  1S53.    His  father,  Asahel  Gridley,  was  born  in 
Southington  IMay  22,  1764,  and  was  married  Sept. 
3,  17S7,  to  Hannah  Root,  daughter  of  Elisha  and 
j  Lucy  (Curtiss)  Root.    She  died  Feb.  22,  1794,  at 
j  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  and  he  on  May  20, 
.  1818.    He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Gridley,  of  South- 
ington, who  was  born  Oct.  30,  1716,  and  died  Jan. 
8,  1805.   Joseph's  parents  were  Joseph  and  Hannah 
I  (Lewis)    Gridley,   of   Farniington,   and   later  of 
Southington.     Joseph  Gridley,  Sr.,  died  Dec.  7, 
1770.    Fle  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hum- 
phrey) Gridley,  of  Farniington,  and  a  grandson  of 
Thomas  Gridley,  a  native  of  England,  who  came 
to  the  New  \\'orld  at  an  early  day,  and  resided  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  married  Sept.  29, 
j  1644,  to  Mary  Seymour.    They  removed  to  Farm- 
i  ington.  Conn.,  and  from  there  to  Northampton, 
^lass.,  where  he  died. 

(\  III)  Frank  R.  Upson,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  has  always  made  his  home  in 
Southington,  and  he  was  educated  in  its  public 
schools  and  at  Lewis  Academy.    In  1S73  he  entered 
the  employ  of  J.  F.  Pratt,  as  clerk,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  with  him  and  others  until  1880,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  C.  Slate,  as  Slate 
&  Upson,  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery  business 
i  in  Southington.    The  following  year  he  purchased 
'Sir.  Slate's  interests,  and  engaged  in  business  alone 
until  1884,  when  his  store  was  entirely  destroyed 
;  by  fire.    After  a  settlement  was  made  v.'ith  the  in- 
I  surance  companies  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
:  brother  William  C,  under  the  firm  name  of  Upson 
:  Brothers,  and  in  June,  18S4.  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business,  in  which  line  of  trade  they  have  since 
successfully  engaged. 

On  Oct.  31,  1883,  Mr.  Upson  was  united  in  mar- 
i  riage  with  Miss  Ilattie  A.  Holcomb,  a  daughter  of 
;  Edwin  B.  and  Sarah  (Soper)  Holcomb,  of  \Vind- 
,  sor  Locks,  Conn.,  and  tliev  have  three  children: 
Leila  IL,  Bessie  M.  and  Allan  G.    Mr.  Upson  is  a 
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stalwart  supiiortcr  of  the  Republican  partv,  and 
lias  scrvc(.l  as  bnrgoss  of  Soutliington.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  l-'irst  Congregational  Cluireh ;  is 
secretary  of  the  board  of  hre  conunissinners  ;  is  a 
member  of  Atlantic  Hncanii)nient  and  luneka 
Lodge,  Xo.  75.  1.  O.  O.  F. ;  R.  A.  Xeal  Lodge,  Xo. 
56,  A.  O.  L'.  M.;  and  S.  S.  \\  oodrnlt  Camp,  Xo. 
21,  S.  of  \'. 

GEORGE  XELSOX  GAMDELL  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  best-known  and  m':ist  respected  citi- 
zens of  Snffield,  Hartford  county,  where  he  was 
born  June  9,  1816,  a  son  of  lin-aiu  and  Clarii^a 
(Xewton)  Gambell,  the  former  of  wliom  was  a  na- 
tive of  \'ermont,  the  latter  of  the  town  of  Sutfield. 
Hiram  Gambell  became  a  farmer  and  cigar-box 
manufacturer  in  Sutlield. 

George  X'.  Gambell  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  SuffiLld,  and  in  his  early  youth  assisted 
his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  cigar  boxes ;  later 
he  passed  several  years  on  the  Connecticut  river,  ply- 
ing, as  a  boatman,  between  Liartford,  Conn.,  and 
Springfield,  ^Nlass.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cigars,  finally  settling  down  to  farming 
and  tobacco  raising,  and,  as  a  hard-working  and  fru- 
gal man,  met  with  success,  from  a  financial  point  of 
view,  in  all  his  enterprises.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  accepted  public  otiice.  He  was 
a  good  Christian  and  a  strictly  temperate  man,  was 
upright  and  charitable,  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  for  his  honorable  dealings  and  his  moral 
character. 

J\lr.  Gambell  first  married  ]\Iiss  Agnes  Hunter, 
a  native  of  Scotland,  wdiose  father,  James  Hunter, 
also  a  native  of  Scotland,  located  in  ThompsonviUe, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  merchant.  To 
this  marriage  came  one  child.  Sarah  A.,  who  was 
born  Oct.  19,  1S54,  and  on  Oct.  7,  1S74,  married 
Charles  T.  Remington,  son  of  Stephen  and  Emeline 
(Kent)  Remington.  They  have  four  children  liv- 
ing: George  X'elson,  Clara  Emma,  Estella  May, 
and  Ruth  Gambell ;  their  third  child,  Edith  Lilliam, 
died  at  the  age  of  frjur  months.  Mr.  Remington  is 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Suffield.  'Mrs.  Agnes 
Gambell  passed  away  in- Suffield,  Dec.  25,  1854,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
ThompsonviUe,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Suffield  cemetery.  In  1856  'Sir.  Gambell  mar- 
ried jNIiss  ^largaret  Hunter  (a  half-sister  of  his  first 
wife),  who  was  born  in  Xew  York  City,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Rachel  (Boyd)  Hunter;  to 
this  union  no  children  were  born. 

Mr.  Gambell  was  called  from  earth  Dec.  28,  1891, 
his  death  taking  place  on  his  farm,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Suffield  cemetery.  He  was  a 
most  affectionate  husband,  as  well  as  a  noble- 
hearted  man,  and  his  memory  is  still  fondly  cher- 
ished by  his  widow  and  the  large  circle  of  friends 
in  Suffield  who  were  proud  of  his  acquaintance  dur- 
ing his  long  and  useful  kfe.    His  widow,  who  still 


'  makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm,  is  a  consistent 
mendier  of  the  ThompsonviUe  Presbyterian  Church, 
a  lad}'  of  refinement  and   charitable   impulses,  and 

!  honored  by  all  who  know  her. 

'       WILLIA.M   T.  HARFMAX.     The  large  in- 
I  dnstrics  of  Xew   ICngiand  are  complex  organisms, 
requiring  in  tlieir  various  departments  and  various 
kinds  of  employment  talent  of  a  new  and  unusual 
order.     Adapability  has  been  one  of  the  salient 
traits  th.at  have  been  required  in  the  growth,  and 
j  the  men  who  are  at  tlie  head  of  the  various  depart- 
,  mcuLs         be  cuiiiidered  to  be  possessed  of  unusual 
j  ability.    Among  them  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
i  wd-.o  is  the  superintendent  of  the  lock  department 
of  the  P.  &  F.  Corbin  Works. 

]\Ir.  Hartman  was  born  in  Xew  Britain  July 
i  31,  1S57,  son  of  Charles  A.  Hartnia!i,  a  native  of 
Saxony,  Germany.    The  father  was  born  Sept.  19, 
1822,  and  was  educated  in  his  native  land.  '  There 
he  learned  the  trade  of  dyer,  which  he  followed 
after  his  migration  to  this  country  for  some  years 
i  in  a  carpet  factorv  in  Philadelphia.    In  the  early 
j  'fifties  he  came  to  X'ew  Britain,  and  here  he  be- 
I  came  a  tinner  and  galvanizer.    He  was  in  service 
j  during  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  D, 
[  Twentieth  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  after  the  expiration  of 
j  his  term  of  enlistnient  returned  to  X'ew  Britain, 
j  wdiere  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in 
j  August,  1SS9.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and,  fraternally,  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
i  F.  &  A.  I\I.   ^Ir.  Hartman  married  Catherine  ^Nlack, 
I  a  native  of  \\'urten-,berg,  Germany,  and  they  had 
i  three  children :    Katie  S.,  who  married  Piatt  D. 
j  Osborne;  William  T. ;  and  Frederick  A.,  who  is 
I  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  !Mo.    The  mother  is 
still  living. 

A\'illiam  T.  Hartman  attended  the  public  schools 
of  X'ew  Britain  until  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
1  he  had  partially  completed  the  high-school  course. 
■  Flad  he  remained  he  would  have  graduated  before 
!  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  has  continued  study  since 
!  his  school  days  ended,  and  by  self-education  has  ma- 
!  terially  supplemented  the  excellent  schooling  he 
I  received  in  his  boyhood.  After  two  years  spent  in 
I  various  kinds  of  employment  Mr.  Hartman,  Jan. 
I  I7>  1873,  w-as  appointed  timekeeper  with  P.  &  F. 
,  Corbin,  and  held  that  position  for  about  five  years, 
}  or  until  shortly  before  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
I  jority.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  position  of 
j  foreman  in  the  lock  department,  having  under  him 
about  fifty  men.  He  had  by  diligent  application  fit- 
ted himself  for  a  responsible  position,  and  attained 
I  it  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  However, 
1  he  did  not  at  this  point  cease  his  efforts  to  become 
'  more  fully  the  master  of  the  situation,  but  added 
I  to  his  knowledge  constantly,  and  he  is  now  super- 
I  intendent  of  the  entire  lock  department,  and  has 
I  charge  of  from  125  to  150  men.  In  a  way  Mr. 
j  Hartman  may  be  said  to  have  created  the  respon- 
sible position  which  he  occupies.    He  has  grown 
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into  it.  and  applied  to  the  perfection  of  the 
work  the  information  with  which  he  lias  supplied 
himself. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ilartir.an  has  always  been  a 
Republican.  1  le  east  his  first  Presidential  ballot  for 
James  A.  Llanield,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
local  and  State  politics,  for  years  serving'  as  a 
member  of  the  town  Republican  committee,  of  wlfich 
lie  was  elected  chairman  in  Sepleml)er,  189S.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  State  campaign  of  that 
vear,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  vounger 
men  of  his  party  in  Xew  Lhiiain.  In  1S93  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  council,  filling  a  vacancy, 
and  in  1894-95  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Supplies.    Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 

■  Xew  England  Order  of  Protection  and  of  the 
United  W  orkmen,  both  of  Xew  iiritain. 

Mr.  Plartman  was  married,  ]May  24,  18S2.  to 
]Miss  ^Minnie  A.  Plaslam,  wdio  died  Xov.  30.  1SS8. 
He  subsequently  wedded.  Feb.  19.  1S90,  Electa  C. 
Andrews,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  Andrews,  of 

♦  Whitneyville,  Conn.  By  his  first  marriage  'Mr. 
Hartman  has  two  children :  Clarence,  born  June 
2/,  1883;  and  Gertrude,  born  June  15,  1886.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  has  also  two  children :  E. 
Kathryn,  born  July  21,  1891  ;  and  Bernice  C.  born 
Xov.  8,  1894.  The  entire  family  belong  to  the  South 
Congregational  Church. 

MORTHIER  J.  VIXIXG.  a  well-known 
fanner  and  tobacco  grower  of  the  town  of  East 
Windsor,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in  South- 
wick,  Hampden  Co.,  ]\Iass.,  Oct.  22,  1S49. 

Truman  \^ining,  grandfather  of  subject,  and  also 
a  native  of  Southwick,  was  born  in  1796,  and  mar- 
ried IMary  Steer,  who  was  born  in  1794.  Truman 
\"ining  was  for  many  years  a  peddler  of  Yankee 
rotions  throughout  the  Southern  States,  and  died 
in  1875;  his  wife  survived  him  until  1879.  and  the 
mortal  remains  of  both  lie  interred  in  Southwick. 
They  left  two  children  :  Rhoda,  w  ho  was  married 
to  Willis  Dibble,  and  lived  in  Southwick ;  and  Ward, 
father  of  subject. 

Ward  Vining,  likewise  born  in  Southwick,  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  cigarmaking.  In  1847  he  married  Miss 
Jane  Cecilia,  a  native  of  Granby.  Conn.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Willis  and  Emily  (IMoore)  Reed,  to  which 
union  were  born  nine  children :  Gertrude,  who  was 
married  to  Hinman  Diljble,  and  died  in  Granby ; 
Jasper,  residing  in  Southwick:  Mortimer  J.,  our 
subject;  Lester,  !Morton,  Jane  ("wife  of  Edward 
Gillett),  all  living  in  Southwick;  Etta,  married 
to  Edward  Knott,  of  Westfield,  Mass. ;  Foster,  in 
Southwick ;  and  Hattie.  who  died  young.  Ward 
Vining  worked  diligently  at  his  trade  until  his 
enlistment  in  Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  in  Company  E,  26th  Mas?.  V.  I., 
and  served  until  1865,  when  he  returned  home.  In 
liis  prime  Mr.  Vining  was  an  athletic  man,  fond 
of  out-door  sports,  and  an  enthusiastic  hunter,  but 


!  lie  has  now  retired  to  private  life,  and  is  living  in 
I  ease  at  Southwick.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  \\  nig, 
I  later  a  Repulilican,  and  in  religion  he  is  a  Meth- 
'  odist.  His  beloved  wife  died  March  i,  1896,  and 
:  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Southwick. 

?\lortimer  J.  \'ining.  after  receiving  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education,  left  the  parental  roof  and 
I  began  life's  struggles  alone.    He  was  first  employed 
{  in  (iranby,  Conn.,  for  a  short  time,  then  returned 
j  to  Southwick,  and  for  five  years  was  employed  in 
I  farming;  he  next  came  to  East  Windsor,  Conn., 
managed  a  farm  for  Col.  Gowdy  four  years,  then 
lived  in  South  Windsor  one  year,  and  afterward  for 
!  eleven  years  was  employed  at  the  "Parsons  House" 
I  in  Broad  Brook.    With  his  savings  during  all  these 
j  years  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  135  acres, 
I  near  ^lelrose  station,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
!  engaged  in  tobacco  growing  and  general  farming, 
!  meeting  with  unvarying  success. 

^Ir.  \'ining  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1873,  at 
'  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  With  Miss  Mary  Thompson, 
i  a  daughter  of    Joseph  and    Celestia  (Shepherd) 
'  Thompson,  the  former  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
I  the  latter  of  Blandford,  ^lass.    }*Irs.  \^ining  re- 
i  ceived  a  sound  public-school  education,  lived  at 
j  home  until  her  marriage,  and  is  a  most  pleasant 
lady ;  she  possesses  a  marvelously  retentive  memory. 
The  union  of  IMr.  and  ]Mrs.  \*ining  b.as  been  graced 
vcith  six  children :     Susie  Celestia,  born  Dec.  i, 
;  1873,  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  ^l.  Granger,  of  ]Mel- 
'  rose;  Scott,  born  Feb.  7,  1875,  is  living  in  Spring- 
field. Mass. ;  Grace  ]\Iarian,  born  Feb.  3,  1876,  died 
j  m  1886;  Ward  Mortimer,  born  Aug.  6,  1878,  died 
[  in  1886;  Stanley  Shepherd,  born  Feb.  19,  1879, 
aiso  died  in  1886:  and  Barry  Allen,  born  Aug.  6, 
[  1889.      The    fa'.nilv    attend    the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  liighlv  respected  w-ithin  and  with- 
;  out  its  pale.    3.1r.  \"ining  has  led  a  temperate  and 
;  industrious  life,  and  owes  his  financial  success  to 
the  habits  of  self-reliance  he  acquired  while  yet  a 
I  mere  boy. 

GOODSEL  AUSTIX  CODAIRE,  a  w.l'.-known 
horticulturist  and  niarket  gardener  of  the  town  of 
!  Canton,  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  at  Cherry  Brook, 
[  and  its  orderly,  thrifty  management  and  neat  and 
i  attractive  aj^pearance  show  rare  executive  ability, 
j  The  Codaire  family  is  of  French  origin,  and 
its  members  have  been  noted  for  culture  for  genera- 
;  tions.  Peter  Codaire,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
I  born  in  France,  and  came  to  America  soon  after  the 
!  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  locating  in  Addison  coun- 
1  ty,  Vt.  He  engag'ed  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
j  devoting  special  attention  to  breeding  sheep. 
I  Belina  Codaire.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
j  and  reared  in  Addison  county,  \'t.,  and  became  a 
I  leading  agriculturist,  dairyman  and  stock  raiser  of 
i  that  locality,  the  breeding  of  sheep  being  a  specialty 
'  with  him,  as  with  his  father.  He  was  a  Republican 
I  in  politics,  and  wielded  nnich  inlluence  in  local  af- 
'  fairs,  but  never  sought  or  held  office.    In  religious 
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fnitli  ho  aiul  liis  wife  were  Mctlunlists.  He  diod  at 
liis  homestead  in  1878.  His  witc.  who  was  born  in 
\'erniont,  of  I-Venoh  aneestrv.  ihed  in  1S96  at  the 
h<imcstead.  Of  the!r  twelve  chilch"en  seven  are  Hv- 
ing':  ]-Hien,  wife  of  William  A.  llendriek.  of  Sjiring'- 
tield,  Mass.  :  George  \\'.,  a  resilient  of  Uoekv  Hill. 
Conn.;  Goodsel  A.,  our  subject  :  Lewis  1!..  a  farmer 
in  \'crmont ;  Mary  E. :  John  D. ;  and  Watson,  a 
salesman. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  13.  1S54.  at  \"er- 
gennes.  Addison  Co.,  \'t.,  and  his  education  was  be- 
gun in  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
went  to  Springfield,  ?.Ia~  ,,  wl-.jr-.  h.  aiten'lod  school 
two  years,  and  on  returning  liome  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  high  school.  He  taught  school  in 
Vermont  for  several  years,  an  I  then  came  to  Hart- 
ford county  and  taught  at  Rocky  \V\\\,  Berlin  and 
New  Hartford  being  principal  at  the  latter  place 
for  four  years.  For  three  >ears  he  clerked  in  a 
store,  and  in  he  bought  his  present  farm,  a 

tract  of  sixty  acres,  fornierly  kno-.\-n  as  the  Orvil 
Case  farm.  Mr.  Codaire  gives  much  attention  to 
dairying  and  the  raising  of  small  fruits  and  garden 
produce,  and  at  one  time  he  raised  tobacco.  His 
success  in  life  reflects  tlie  n'lore  credit  upon  him  be- 
cause it  has  been  gained  through  his  own  eltorts, 
and  his  industry,  s  r.und  judgment,  strict  temperance 
views  and  domestic  habits  make  him  a  valuable 
citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  Collmsvnle  Grange, 
is  a  strong  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  school  committee,  and  school  visi- 
tor, although  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 
Mr.  Codaire  was  married  in  Xew  Hartford  to  IMiss 
Jennie  L.  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  \\"illard  Hotchkiss, 
a  well-known  citizen  of  that  town.  She  was  a 
teacher  for  several  years  previous  to  their  mar- 
riage, and  her  culture  and  refinement  are  reflected 
in  her  home  life.  Six  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Bessie  H. ;  ^^linnie  R. ;  Alfred  H. ;  George 
A.,  deceased;  and  Ruth  and  Robert  (twins),  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

WiLL.VRD  Hotchkiss,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jennie 
L. (Hotchkiss)  Codaire.  descended  from  one  of  the 
early  and  prominent  families-  of  Xew  England, 
being  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Sanniel  Hotch- 
kiss^ the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  who  was  a  native  of  the  County  of  Essex, 
England,  and  came  to  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1641. 
The  line  of  Willard  Hotchkiss'  descent  was  through 
Joshua,  Deacon  Stephen,  Stephen,  Samuel  and 
Samuel  Pbitchkiss  (2). 

Willard  Hotchkiss  was  born  Aug.  18,  1818.  near 
Town  Hill,  in  Xew  Hartford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn. 
After  receiving  a  good  common-school  e'lucation 
he  learned  the  trade  of  patternmaker,  and  follow'ed 
it  in  connection  with  farming.  He  was  a  nian  of 
local  prominence  and  inlluence,  and  served  his  town 
variously  in  official  relations,  including  that  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  was  a  stanch  Repuljlican. 
On  July  23,  1843,  s\r.  Hotchkiss  married  Sarah 
Cromack,  a  native  of  Leeds,  England,  daughter  of 


Samuel  Cromack.  She  died  in  \^\)7<  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Codaire,  of  Canton.  Her  chil- 
1  dren  were:  .Mary  (Mrs.  L'>ently  Frazer),  Isabell 
I  (Mrs.  W.  S.  Ciould,  of  Soulhington) ,  r^Iinerva  A. 
(Mrs.  William  H.  I^obinson).  Alfred  (deceased^ 
fcirmerlv  a  merchant  in  CoUinsville) ,  Jennie  L. 
(Mrs.  G.  A.  Cudaire),  and  \\'illard  (a  farmer  of 
Burlington).  [An  extended  history  of  the  Hotch- 
kiss familv  appears  in  the  sketch  of  William  FL 
Robin^L■n,  elsewlure.]       ,   ,  ■  ' 

FIL'GH  CFIESXEY.  a  well-known  and  pop- 
ular fiorist  of  Farhn'ngton.  was  born  in  Wigtown- 
shire, Scotland.  Oct.  15,  1858,  a  son  of  Hugh  and 
Mary  ( Fitzsimnions)  Chcsney,  also  natives  of  Wig- 
townshire, where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  re- 
tail shoe  business  until  iSf'>4.  which  year  witnessed 
the  emigration  of  the  family  to  the  L'nited  States. 
During  h.is  resilience  in  tliis  country  the  father  f  al- 
lowed the  same  business  in  Xew^  York  City  until  his 
death,  v.hich  occurred  in  1872.  His  wife  died  inv 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  in  1884.  In  their  fa:nily  were 
eight  children :  Alexander  and  Annie,  both  de- 
ceased;  Robert,  a  florist  of  ]\Iontclair,  X.  J.;  h'li/a- 
beth,  [Margaret  and  IMary,  all  residents  of  Brock- 
Ivn,  X.  Y. ;  Janet,  of  Scotland;  and  Flugh,  our  sub- 
ject. 

Flugh  Chesney  was  only  six  years  old  wlien 
brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  and  he  was 
reared  and"  educated  in  Xew  York  City  and  Brook- 
lyn. At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  serving  a 
five-years'  apprenticeship  with  Peter  Henderson,  a 
florist  of  Jersey  City,  and  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
years  of  age  he  was  employed  by  a  !Miss  Gregory, 
in  X^ew  Haven.  Conn.,  after  which  he  was  employed 
at  various  other  places  until  1889,  when  he  came  to 
Farmington  and  succeeded  Alfred  Flardy  in  the 
florist  business.  During  the  ten  yeairs  that  have 
since  passed  his  business  has  steadily  grown,  and 
he  now  enjoy  an  excellent  trade.  He  is  a  man 
oF  fine  artistic  taste,  and  is  thoroughly  conversant 

I  with  every  department  of  th.e  business,  so  that  his 

I  success  was  almost  assured  from  the  start.    In  fra- 

^  ternal  matters  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 

In  r^Iiddletown,  X'.  Y.,  ^.Ir.  Chesney  married 
iMiss  Lillian  Conkling,  and  to  them  have  beea  born 
five  children:    Janet,  Frances  Eugenia  (deceased), 

!  Lillian,  Hugh,  Jr.,  and  Dorothy.  ,        '.  ,. 

■  ■    ELISHA  CURTIS  BREWER,  one  of  the  old 
and  most  highly-respected  residents  of  that  part  of 
the  town  of  East  Hartford  known  as  Silver  Lane,^ 
was  born  Xov.  5,  1821,  on  the  place  now^  occupied 
by  Xorm.an-  Brewer,  in  the  saipe  town,  and  is  a  sou 
of  George  Brewer,  and  grandson  of  Daniel  Brewer, 
i  a  genealogy  of  this  ancient  Xew  England  family  be- 
'  ing  given  in  th.e  biograpliics  of  Willia:ii  H.  and  Phila 
j  S.  Brewer,  brothers  of  Elisha  C,  elsewhere, 
j       Elish.a  C.  Brewer  lived  on  his  birthplace  until 
j  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  his  father  sold  the 
farm  and  purchased  property  on  Main  street,  near 
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\\'i!!o\v  r.rook.  Vouiis;-  Brewer  ihon  worked  at 
\arious  plaees  uiuil  1800,  wlien  !ie  lHni>;lit  his  prcs- 
cr.t  farm,  at  tliat  time  known  as  the  "■'l  imothy  Ris- 
ky farm.""  pa>inL:-  for  it.  in  part,  with  his  eeonomized 
tarninL;s.  Here  he  has  made  many  extensive  im- 
provements, amoui;-  wiiieh  are  liis  present  kirge  and 
conveniently  arranged  dwehing,  ereeled  in  187s- 
Here  he  first  starietl  raising'  lohaeco,  but  for  the  past 
sixteen  or  seventeen  yjars  lias  been  engaged  in 
raising  vegetables  and  melons,  achieving  especial 
success  in  the  culture  of  th.e  last  named,  and  it 
is  an  unilisputed  fact  that  "Curt"  I'rewer's  melons 
are  the  luiest  raided  in  the  State  (^f  CL.nncclicui.  and 
famous  wherever  introduced  ;  he  also  has  the  rep- 
utation of  owning  one  of  the  best  cultivated  farms 
in  the  town  of  Hast  Hartford. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  hrst  united  in  marriage,  in  1S49, 
with  Aliss  Sarah  Anderson,  sister  of  the  late  Xor- 
nian  L.  Anderson,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born 
two  children:  ]\Iary,  who  died  voung ;  and  Emma, 
who  was  born  in  1856.  made  her  home  from  child- 
hood with  h.er  uncle,  Xornian  L.  Anderson  (her 
mother  having  died  in  1858  1,  ami  is  now  tl;e  wife 
of  A.  S.  Bidwell.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Brewer  was  with  Mrs.  Delia  Babcock,  ace  Bliss, 
widow  of  Charles  Joseph  Babcock.  ]\Irs.  Brewer 
is  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  and  a  member  of  one 
of  the  most  respected  families  of  the  town,  who  re- 
sided on  Bliss  Hill,  "so  natned  in  honor  of  the  fam- 
ily. To  this  marriage  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, in  the  following  order:  ( i )  Harriet  Eliza- 
beth Brewer,  who  was  born  Sept.  7,  i860,  is  mar- 
ried to  Ralph  Morse,  of  Silver  Lane,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Fred  Brewer,  born  Xov. 
27,  1883,  who  is  noW'  a  bright  young  lad,  with  a 
most  tenacious  memory,  and  well  posted  on  his- 
torical events  (he  is  a  valuable  assistant  to  his 
grandfather  in  the  culture  of  In^  melons )  :  and  A\'ill- 
iam  Everett,  born  IMay  16,  1888,  who  is  atteixling 
school.  (2)  Fannie  Adelia  Brewer,  born  Dec.  2, 
1862,  married  A\'illiam  S.  Smith,  a  joiner  by  trade. 
He  is  now  in  the  Klondyke  gold  region,  and  must 
favorable  reports  have  been  received  from  him, 
Airs.  Smith  meanv.'hile  making  her  home  with  Mr. 
Brewer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  (3)  ]Mary  Eve- 
line Brewer,  born  C>ct.  6,  1864,  died  July  5,  1870. 
and  was  buried  in  East  Hartford. 

Mrs.  Brewer  is  of  a  very  kind  and  loving  dis- 
position, and  Mr.  B)rewer  is  good-humored  and 
pleasant  at  all  times.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  felt  any  desire  for  office,  taking  more 
pride  in  his  reputation  as  a  melon  grower  than  any 
official  title  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
The  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church,  live 
closelv  up  to  its  tenets,  and  enjoy  the  full  esteem 
of  all  their  neighbors. 

JACOB  WILLIAM  BAXTLE.  The  sterling 
traits  of  industry,  thrift,  hdelity  and  good  business 
judgment  are  none  too  common  to  command  es- 
teem and  respect,  or  to  ensure  success  in  life  to 


their  fortimate  possessor.    The  name  of  IXanile  in 
!  Glastonhiu-v  is  synonymous  with  the  lie^t  l\pe  of 
i  citizenship,  and  one  of  its  worthy  representatives 
I  i-  t!ie  .>ul)j(.ct  of  this  sketch,  a  young  farmer  and 
:  tobacco  grower.  whc>  is  a  sen  oi  Jacub  and  L'all:- 
;  erine  (Handel)   Bantle.    Th.e  father  was  born  in 
Wittenberg,  liermany,  in   1830.  and  in   1857  mi- 
j  grated  to  America,  settling  soon  after  in  Glaston- 
bury, where  he  has  since  become  one  of  its  in- 
I  tiuential  and  prominent  citizens. 
I       Our  subject  was  born  in  Glastonbinw  Julv  5, 
I  1862.    He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  attend- 
I  ing  the.di'^trict  schools  and  receiving  a  good  edtica- 
tion.  then  devoting  himself  on  the  l:o:ne  farm  to 
the  mastery  of  agriculture,  which  he  has  made  his 
life  pursu-it.    He  remained  faithfully  on  the  paternal 
homestead  until  Iiis  marriage.  Dec.  31,   1885.  to 
Amelia  Tenner,  wl:o  was  born  Mav  6,  1864.  daugh- 
I  ter  of  John  and  Frederick  (^Handel  )  Tenner.  To 
I  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  four  chil- 
i  (h-en :    Edith  Rose,  born  Xov.  14,  1886;  Bertha 
I  Emma,  born  Oct.  21,  1888,  who  died  Aug.  14,  1890, 
j  and  is  buried  in  St.  James  cemetery ;  Elsie  Amelia, 
'  born  Sept.  25,  1891^  and  Ernest  Jacob,  born  July 
j  26,  1900. 

I       After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bantle  settled  upon  his 
I  present  home,  which  from  an  uncultivated  state  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  fertility.  He 
grows  annually  about  ten  acres  of  tobacco,  and  is 
one  of  the  highly-respected  ana  successful  yuung 
farmers  of  the  town.    Himself  and  wife  are  active 
;  members  of  the  ]\L  E.  Church,  and  tliey  are  mem- 
j  bers  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  cm-  subject 
i  being  a  member  of  Daskani  Lodge,  Xo,  86,  F.  & 
i  A.  2\I.    In  politics  ^Ir.  Bantle  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  is  now  serving  as  a  juror.    Fle  believes  in  and 
practices  the  virtues  of  industry  and  hard  work, 
and  has  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  the  comnumity 
in  wdiich  he  lives. 

GEORGE  DESIRE  BOYER.  Canada  has  fur- 
j  nished  to  the  L'nited  States  many  bright,  enter- 
!  prising  voung  men,  who  have  left  the  Dominion  to 
j  enter  the  business  circles  of  this  country,  with  its 
j  more  progressive  methods,  livelier  competition  and 
advancement  more  cjuickly  secured.    Among  this 
number  is  !\Ir.  Boyer,  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
Berlin,  Hartford  county. 

]Mr.  Boyer  was  born  at  St.  John,  Chrysostome, 
Canada.  Xov.  22,  1840,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  }*Iar- 
garet  Boyer.  His  father  was  captain  of  a  company 
during  the  Canadian  relielliijn,  and  was  the  only 
one  of  th.e  company  that  escaped.  While  he  was 
in  hiding  his  future  wife,  to  who:n  he  was  engaged 
at  the  time,  carried  hitn  provisions,  and  on  her  re- 
tttrn  home  from  one  of  these  trips  one  very  warm 
day  she  received  a  sunstroke.  The  remc:lies  used 
to  save  her  life  left  her  deaf  and  dumb,  but  she 
regained  her  health,  and  they  were  marriei]  after  the 
close  of  the  rebellion.  In  their  family  were  sev- 
en children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  George 
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D.  boinj;'  iho  eldost.    On  his  return  to  the  United  ' 
Slates  from  a  \-isit  hfiuo  tnir  subject  brought  his 
second  eldest  sister  with  iiini.    She  sixm  married 
and  moveil  to  near  Trov,  X.  V.,  where  .she  died  in  I 
iSoo.  ■  I 

The  earl\-  life  of  (.leorge  D.  Boyer  was  not  a  : 
very  pleasant  une.    The  father  was  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  children  had  but  fe.v  advan- 
tages.   During  his  boyhood  and  youth  c>ur  subject 
Avorked  hard,  and  he  was  unable  to  attend  school  | 
until  after  he  attained  his  majority.    He  worked  i 
at  whatever  he  could  t'uul  to  do,  and  saved  all  that  : 
he  possibly  could  above  what  he  gave  to  his  father.  ' 
After  reaching  the  age  of  twenty,  he  attended  the  ! 
St.  John's  -  mission  school  for  two  years.    As  he  i 
adopted  the  Protestant  religion,  his  fatlier  refused 
to  liave  anything  more  to  do  with  him,  and  he  was  , 
thrown  upon  the  world  to  fight  life's  battles  emptv-  : 

'  handed  and  unaided.  j 
After  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  twcntv-two  • 
years,  Mr.  lloyer  turned  his  attention  to  the  car-  j 
penter's  trade,  wdiich  he  mastered  through  hard  i 
stu(.ly  and  practical  experience.  He  took  a  con-  j 
tract  to  build  a  dwelling-house  adjoining  the  school  j 
house,  and  for  this  work,  which  required  five  months 
to  complete,  he  received  S300.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  Dec.  2,  1S64,  he  located  in  South  j 
Adams,  INIass., where  he  found  emplovment  chopping  | 
wood  in  the  mountains,  and  on  Dec.  24,   1864,  I 

'  wdiile  at  work  accidentally  cut  off  four  toes  on  his  ! 
right  foot.  His  injury  proved  so  severe  that  he  was  j 
unable  to  work  from  Dec.  24  to  Feb.  27.    He  then  i 

,   resumed  his  former  occupation,  and  was  thus  em- 

„  ployed  until  April  i,  1865,  after  which  he  worked  j 

.  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Adams  until  April,  I 
1868.    He  then  went  to  \'ineland,  X.  J.,  where  he  ' 

!    worked  for  a  few  months,  and  from  tliat  time  mtil 
1870  was  not  actively"  engaged  in  anv  business,  \, 
other  than  farming  to  some  extent  and  occasionally 
speculating  in  some  product.    In  1870  he  came  to  j 
Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  at  the  car-  j 
penter's  trade  until  July,  1871,  and  later  was  sim- 
ilarly employed  in  Kensington  until  1S77.    During  ^ 

'  the  following  three  years  he  rented  and  operated  a  | 
small  farm,  and  in  1880  leased  the  farm  of  165  acres  i 
now  owned  by  Aaron  W.  Hall,  upon  which  he  made  i 

.  his  home  for  five  years.    Having  met  with  success  ; 

I   in  his  undertakings,  he  was  able  to  purchase  the 

!  place  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  year,  and  was  quite  ex- 
tensively  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  selling 
the  milk  in  Xew  Britain.  On  account  of  ill  health, 
brought  on  by  continued  hard  labor  for  many  years,  ; 
I  he  was  obliged  to  sell  his  farm  in  1894,  Aaron  W. 
Hall  being  the  purchaser,  and  then  removed  to  the 

E.  S.  Tubbs  place,  on  th.e  Berlin  and  Meridcn  road, 
where  he  owns  three  and  a  half  acres  of  land  and 
is  engaged  in  gardening,  being  unable  to  perforin 
the  more  arduous  labors  of  general  farming.  : 

On  Xov.  21,  1866,  ]Mr.  Boyer  married  Miss 
Alfarata  Tinnev,  who  was  born  in  South  Adams, 


Mass.,  Jtuie  14,  1852,  a  dau.ghler  of  Peter  L.  and 
luiiilv  U.  (Wright)  Tinney,  lK)th  of  whom  died  in 
that  place.  The  father  was  a  teamster  by  occupa- 
tion, working  with  his  own  team,  and  carried  on  a 
small  place  of  his  own,  where  he  raised  all  kinds  of 
fruits  and  vegetables.  Mr.  and  r^Irs.  Boyer  had  two 
children:  George  Herbert,  born  July  21.  1870,  was 
married,  June  16,  1-897,  to  Lottie  Cushman,  of  East 
Idartford,  anil  is  now  a  dyeniaker  in  Corbin's  fac- 
tory, Xew  Britain.  Emily  Alfarata,  born  Aug.  21, 
1873,  A])ril  7,  1892,  and  was  buried  in  W  est 

Lane  cemetery,  Kensington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Bover  are  active  members  and 
liberal  supporters  of  the  ^lethodist  Church  of  Ken- 
sington, and  take  an  interest  in  everything  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  moral  or  material  welfare  of 
their  town  and  county,  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
Xew  Britain  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  E.  &  A.  ]\L,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Kensington  Grange  until  it  dis- 
banded. He  took  out  his  naturalization  papers  in 
Hartford,  in  1876,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a 
stanch  supjxjrter  of  the  Republican  partv  and  its 
principles.  He  has  served  on  the  grand  jury,  and 
in  1895  was  elected  first  selectman,  but  at  the  end 
of  a  year  resigned  the  office,  as  its  duties  required 
too  much  of  his  time,  and  his  health  was  poor. 
While  in  office,  however,  he  did  more  toward  secur- 
ing good  roads  than  any  other  selectman,  and  has 
always  had  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country  at 
heart. 

J.  BURWELL  XEWTOX,  D.,  is  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  medical  fraternitv  in  Hart- 
ford county,  but  his  prominetice  is  by  no  means 
measured  by  his  years — on  the  contrary  he  has  won 
a  reputation  which  many  older  practitioners  might 
well  envy,  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice  in 
Unionville  and  Farmington. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Durham,  Conn.,  born 
X'ov.  15,  1870,  and  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  the  founder  of  the  Hartford  Col- 
ony. The  Doctor's  father,  John  Burwell  Xewton, 
was  also  born  in  Durham,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel 
X'ewton.  For  some  time  he  was  a  traveling  sales- 
man in  the  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  Durham,  where  he  died  in  1S75. 
He  married  ]\Iary  G.  Tucker. 

John  Burwell  Xewion  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Durham,  and  later  studied  in 
the  Academy  at  East  Greenwich.  R.  1.  Subse- 
quently he  attended  the  Xew  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College  and  Flower  Hospital,  Xew  York 
City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  '94,  on  June  i  of  wdiich  year  he  opened  an  office 
in  Unionville,  succeeding  to  the  practice  of  Dr. 
E.  C.  King,  now  of  Hartford.  He  is  now  serving 
as  county  medical  examiner  and  health  officer,  and 
is  also  surgeon  for  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railway  Co..  and  for  the  Fire  Department. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State  Homco- 
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pathic  Medical  Society,  tlie  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  and  the  llaluiemaun  Society  of  Xew 
York,  l-raternally  lie  is  a  prominent  2\iason.  be- 
longiiii;  to  Evening  Star  Lodge.  Xo.  loi,  V.  ^  A. 

of  I 'nionville ;  Columlna  Chapter,  No.  31,  R. 
A.  ]M.,  of  Cullinsville  ;  Lee  Council,  R.  ^K:  S.  M.,  of 
Collinsville ;  Washington  Commamlery.  K.  T.,  of 
Hartford,  and  Sphinx  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  X.  M.  S. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  I'ytliias,  and  to 
the  Graiid  Lodge,  K.  of  1'.,  of  Connecticut.  The 
Doctor  is  a  pleasant,  genial  and  iiolished  gentle- 
man, of  high  social  qualiiies,  and  is  very  popular,  , 
haviu'::'  a  niosi  exlensive  circle  irienJs  and  ac-  . 
quainlances.  I 

In  Xew  York  City  Dr.  Xewton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  ^iartha  G.  ^Manstield,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  Mansfield,  of  Worcester,  Englann.  ; 
Thev  have  had  one  child,  Doris  ^lansfield,  born 
Dec'  -S,  JS9S. 

GEORGE  ROWLAXD  CASE  is  one  of  the  ' 
busiest,  most  energetic  and  most  enterprising  men  : 
cf  the  town  of  Granby,  where  he  is  successfully 
carrying'  on  operations  as  a  farmer  and  tobacco 
grower,  and  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess in  his  undertakings.    He  has  also  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  public  affairs,  and  his  fellow 
citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have 
called  upon  him  to  fill  important  official  positions  ; 
of  honor  and  trust.  ■ 

j\Ir.  Case  was  born  in  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  Dec.  17,  1S37,  but  is  a  representative 
of  an  old  and  highly-respected  Hartford  county  fam- 
ily. Deacon  Joseph  Case,  son  of  John  Case  (i)  (a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere),  married  Annie 
Eno,  of  Simsbury,  Hartford  county,  and  the  names 
and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are  as  follows :  ; 
Joseph,  Feb.  2,  1700;  Jacob,  ]\Iarch  19,  1702;  a  son, 
born  and  died  1706;  Benajah,  17 10,  died  1748; 
Josiah,  1716;  Hezekiah,  1719,  died  1848;  David,  j 
1722;  and  Joel,  1724.    Of  these,  j 

Josiah  Case,  great-grandfather  of  George  R.  ] 
Case,  married  INIary  Haskins  July  23,  1742,  and  the  ' 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are  as 
follows:    Hezekiah,  Aug-.  11,  1743;  Mary,  Sept. 
30,  1745;  Zera.  Sept.  15,  1747:  Andrew,  Aug.  15, 
^750;  Josiah,  Feb.  19,  1753;  Ozias,  Xov.  2,  1755;  | 
Abel,  Xov.  3,  1758;  and  Oliver.  June  i,  1761.  i 

Oliver  Case,  grandfatlier  of  George  R.  Case, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Simsbury,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, whence  when  a  young  man  he  moved  to  Bark- 
hamsted, Litchfield  county,  where  he  engaged  in  | 
fanning  until  life's  labors  were  ended,  his  remains  j 
being  interred  at  that  place,  as  were  also  those  of  ; 
his  wife,  Jemima.    Fie  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revo-  ' 
lutionary  war,  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  he  and 
his  family  held  membership  in  the  ^Methodist  Epis-  1 
copal  Church.    He  married  Jemima  Case,  who  was  ] 
born  in  West  Simsbury  (now  Canton),  Conn.,  a  i 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Richard  and  Ruth  Case,  the  for-  i 
nier  of  whom  was  a  son  of  Sergeant  Richard  Case, 


and  a  gfeat-grandson  of  John  Case  (i).  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Jemima  Case  was  a  daughter  of 
Anii>s  and  ■\L'iry  (Holcomb)  Case,  and  a  great- 
L;randdaughter  of  John  Case  (i).  The  cliildren 
born  to  Oliver  and  Jemima  Case  were  as  follows: 
Oliver,  Amy,  X'ewton,  X'amaan  (who  died  in  C^liio), 
Hiram,  Japliet  (who  died  in.  1S97),  and  Hilpha. 

Hiram  Case,  father  of  George  R.  Case,  spent 
th.e  greater  part  of  his  life  upon  the  old  homestead 
at  .Barkhamsted,  which  he  successfully  operated 
from  the  time  ins  school  days  were  over  until  he 
was  fifty  years  of  age.  He  then  sold  the  place  and 
moved  to  \\'est  Granby,  Hartford  county,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  known 
as  the  Higley  farm.  He  made  extensive  improve- 
ments upon  the  farm  and  successfully  engaged  in 
tobacco  culture  and  general  farming.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  he  was  first  a  ^^'hig,  later  a  Re- 
publican, but  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office.  In  West  Granby  he  married 
Eunice  Hig:ley,  a  native  of  that  place,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Asa  Higley,  and  granddaughter  of  Asa  Hig- 
ley, a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly-respected 
in  Xew  England.  To  ]\Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Case  were  born 
six  children  :  Adune,  who  died  young ;  George  R. ;. 
Anna  ^L,  who  married  Howard  W^ilcox  (both  are 
now  deceased)  ;  Charles  B.  and  x\sa,  both  farmers 
of  Granby  town :  and  John,  who  died  young.  The 
father  departed  this  life  Jan.  11,  1S79,  the  mother 
Dec.  25,  1 888,  and  both  were  buried  in  West  Gran- 
by cemetery. 

The  subject  of  this  review  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Barkhamsted,  and  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  West  Granby  he  at- 
tended the  Granby  Academy.  On  laying  aside  his 
text  books  he  aided  his  father  in  the  operation 
cf  the  home  farm,  and  after  the  latter's  death  took 
charge  of  the  place,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully managed.  Economical,  industrious  and  enter- 
prising, he  has  succeeded  in  adding  to  his  landed 
possessions  until  he  now  has  245  acres  of  valuable 
land,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  tobacco  growers  in  his  sec- 
tion, and  is  also  interested  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  keeps  a  fine  herd  of  Jersey  cattle, 
and  also  considerable  poultry.  Fle  was  married, 
]\Iay  14,  1878,  to  Miss  Betsy  ^latilda  Messenger, 
a  native  of  Granby,  and  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Sally 
(Seymour)  ^Messenger.  They  have  two  children: 
John  FL,  born  ]May  26,  1881  ;  and  Anna,  born  Aug. 
26,  1S83,  IxDth  now  attending  school. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Case  enlisted,  at  Hart- 
ford, in  October,  i8Gr,  as  drummer  bov  in  the  regi- 
mental  band,  loth  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  spent  one  year 
in  the  service,  being  with  the  army  at  the  battles  of 
Roanoke  and  X'ewbern.  He  was  i'l  in  the  regi- 
mental hospital  for  a  short  time,  and  was  discharged 
at  X'ewbern  in  1862.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  i860,  and  has  always 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
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He  filled  tlic  otVico  of  school  director,  and  in  1SS2 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  Socially  ho 
is  a  nieniber  of  St.  Mark's  Lodge,  Xo.  91,  V.  & 
A.  M.,  while  in  religious  faith  he  and  liis  faniilv  are 
connected  with  the  ?\lethixlist  I-'i->iscopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  in  which  he  has  served 
as  choir  Uader  for  over  a  (|uarter  of  a  ccnturv. 

CHARLES  XELSOX  COLBURX,  powder- 
maker,  was  born  in  Brooklyn.  Conn.,  Jan.  17.  iS^vS. 
a  son  of  X'elson  Royal  and  Lucinda  De  Lacev 
(Colhurn)  Colhurn.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Royal  Spa.ilding  Cuwuuu,  wlio  was  cui-^-nv^-  h\- 
trade,  and  in  later  life  a  farmer,  spent  all  his  life 
in  Brooklyn.  He  married  a  ^liss  Sherman.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Charles 
Dwight  Colburn,  a  resident  of  Dayville  and  Killing- 
ly,  Connecticut. 

Xelson  Royal  Collnirn.  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  for  manv  years 
was  head  carpenter  for  th.e  Hazard  Powder  Co., 
at  Hazardville.  where  he  located  in  18C12,  and  where 
he  died  Feb.  4,  1897.  His  children  were  Charles 
X^elson,  James  Alfred,  Sarah  Emeline  (now  ]\Irs. 
Edgar  French),  Benjamin  Warren  antl  Caroline 
Isabelle. 

Charles  X^.  Colburn  was  reared  in  Hazardville 
from  the  age  of  four  years,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
teamster  and  farmer.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
spent  a  year  on  a  stock  farm  in  Xebraska,  then  re- 
turned to  Hazardville  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
teaming  up  to  1S83.  He  was  then  in  tlie  employ 
of  the  Hazard  Powder  Co.  for  two  years,  follow- 
ing with  three  years  employment  at  Pomfret,  Conn., 
where  he  had  charge  of  fitting  machinery  for  road- 
scrapers.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Hazardville,  and 
has  since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Hazard  Powder 
Company. 

On  Oct.  27,  1886,  'Sir.  Colburn  married  X'ella 
Frances,  daughter  of  \\'eIcome  Baker,  of  Putnam, 
Conn.,  and  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  three 
survive :  Lucinda  De  Lacey,  Xelson  Royal  and 
Shirley  Louise.  ^Ir.  Colburn  is  politically  a  Re- 
publican. Fie  is  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  respected  citizens  of  Hazardville. 

THO}.IAS  XEW'TOX  GRISWOLD.  Perhaps 
no  family  name  among  those  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Connecticut  can  be  called  more  talismanic,  or  better 
calculated  to  awaken  memories  of  distinguished  ser- 
vice, faithfully  rendered,  than  that  of  Griswold.  It 
is  intimately  and  inseparably  associated  with  every 
stage  of  the  State's  liislory,  anrl  indissolubly,  im- 
pressed upon  every  phase  of  the  progress  of  the 
Commonwealth,  since  the  earliest  days  of  Colonial 
history. 

The  lineage  of  the  family  may  be  traced,  in  an 
unbroken  chain  of  descent,  from  Humphrey  (iris- 
wold,  a  "Lord  of  the  ]^Ianor"  who  llourished  in  the 


sixteenth  ccnturv.    The  Malvern  estate  came  into 
his  possession  in  i(joo.  and  the  heritage  still  re- 
I  mains  with  the  English  liranch  of  the  family.  In 
I  1079  Malvern  Hall,  with  the  Coat  of  Arms,  was  . 
!  mentioned   in   English    recortls   as    belonging  to 
Humphrey  Griswold.    He  died  in  1O71,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother.  Rev.  Heiirv  Griswold,  who 
died  about  1720.    From  him  the  title  passed  to  his 
!  eldest  son  Humphrey,  and  on  the  latter's  death,  in 
;  l77->       li's  younger  son,  Henry.      Henry  dying 
without  male  issue,  the  estate  and  title  passed  to  Rev. 
j  Matthew  Griswold.  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
'  Count}-  of  \\'arwick.    L)n  lii-  death,  in  1778.  ho  left 
!  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  David ^ 
I  Lewis.    She  died  without  surviving  male  issue,  but 
leaving  three  daughters,  ^lagdalene,  Anne  ^vlaria 
!  and  Eliza.    The  eldest  married  the  fourth  Earl  i>i 
I  Dysart,  Anne  .Maria,  the  fifth,  and  Eliza  died  a 
spinster.    A  male  heir  in  the  direct  line  lieing  still 
wanting,  the  Malvern  estate  and  the  Anns  of  Gris- 
I  wold  passed  to  Henry  Griswold  Lewis,  a  son  of 
!  David  Lewis  by  a  second  marriage.    The  next  heir 
I  was  Lieut. -Coi.  Edmund  [Nlcysey  Griswold,  who 
i  was  succeeded  liy  his  uncle,  Henry  W'igley,  Al.  .\., 
1  who  assumed  the  surname  of  Grisv/old,  and  v.diose 
}  descendants  are  still  owners  of  the  ancestral  estate 
1  and  Arms. 

j        The  American  branch  of  the  Griswold  family 
I  claims  as  its  first  known  English  progenitor  V±at- 
\  thew  Griswold,  Esq.,  of  Kenilworth,  \\'arwicksliire, 
I  an  uncle  of  Humphrey  Griswold,  the  first  Lortl  of 
I  the  ]\Ianor  above  named.  He  had  three  sons,  Thom- 
1  as,  Edward  and  Matthew.    Of  these,  Matthew,  the 
j  youngest,  was  the  first  to  come  to  America.  While 
!  yet  very  young  he  joined  a  company  of  pilgrims  col- 
i  lected  from  Warwickshire,  \^'orcestershire,  Somer- 
I  setshire  and  Devonshire,  under  the  leadership  of 
!  Rev.  John  Warham,  which  left  England,  during  the 
j  reign  of  Charles  I,  and  landed  on  the  shores  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  Dec.  30,  16^0.    Xine  years  later  Ed- 
ward Griswold  joined  his  brotlier  [Matthew,  and  the 
two  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut, 
Edward  settling  at  \Mndsor  and  the  younger  brother 
i  at  Saybrook. 

1       In  1645  another  member  of  the  Griswold  family, 

'  r^Iichael  by  name,  emigrated  from  England  to  Con- 
necticut, and  settled  at  Wethersfield.  His  descend- 
ants are  numerous,  and  many  of  them  are  among" 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  that  section  of  the 
State.  He  himself  may  be  reckoned  among  Weth- 
ersfield's  pioneers.  He  was  born  in  1610.  He 
bought  land,  and,  being  by  occupation  a  mason. 

I  erected  thereon  a  fine  house,  besides  making  other 
improvements.  There  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  Sei)t.  26,  i'')84,  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  admirable  qualities.      He  married  Ann 

 ,  by  w-hom  he  was  the  father  of  three  sons  and 

five  daughters:  Thomas  B.,  born  in  1646;  Hester, 
May  8,  1648;  ]\Iary,  Jan.  28,  1650;  Michael,  Pel).  14, 

I  1652;  Abigail,  June  .8,  1655;  Isa,  Sept.  30,  if^^S; 
Jacob,  April  15,  1660;  and  Sarah,  Sept.  30,  1662. 
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Jacob  C'.riswoKl,  the  yoiini;est  son,  located  on  that 
portion  of  his  father's  land  ni.nv  known  as  Griswold- 

I  villo,  was  an  extensive  land  owner,  and  carried  on 
general  farming-,  lie  wa^  a  member  of  the  I'lrst 
Congregational  Church  oi  W'etherstield.  He  ilicd  at 
his  lionie  on  July  2J,  I7,v,>,  and  his  grave  is  in  the 
Wethersfield  cemetery.  On  Dec.  lo,  1683,  he  mar- 
ried ^Tary  Francis,  a  danghter  of  Robert  Francis, 
also  of  W'etherstield.  Sh.e  died  April  25,  1735.  The 
children  of  Jacob  (.iriswold  and  his  wife  were :  John, 
born  Sept.  25,  1686;  Mary,  June  19,  16S8;  Jacob, 
!March  20,  1690;  Ann,  Aug.  14,  1693;  Sarah,  March 
"19,  ](\)6;  Hester.  Mp--''.  '■ \<'-^-:  Jusiali.  Jan.  J. 

'  "1701  ;  Eliza,  Oct.  25,  1702;  Fphraim,  Sept.  23,  1704; 
and  Lydia,  Sept.  4,  1707. 

Josiah  Griswold,  the  third  son  and  seventh  child, 
was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence.  He  served 
as  major  of  the  First  Comiecticut  Regiment  during 
the  French  and  Indian  war.  taking  a  conspicuous 
part  in -that  struggle.  He  had  large  holdmgs  of 
realty,  and  was  a  successful  farmer,  as  was  his  fa- 
ther before  him.  He  built  a  handsome  residence, 
and  his  farm  was  well  improved.  He  was  a  church 
member,  and  an  upright  and  useful  citizen.  Fie 
died  ]^Iay  9,  1760.  He  married,  Aug.  17,  1727, 
Mabel  Belding,  of  \\'ethersfield,  whose  p  aren  t  s 
were  Josiah  and  [Mabel  (Wright)  Belding.  Sht- 
was  born  Feb.  9,  1707.  The  issue  of  Josiah  Gris- 
wold's  marriage  was  twelve  children,  of  whom  we 
^'give  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  nine:  Josiah,  Jan. 
30,  1728;  ]Mabel,  i\Iay  6,  1730  (died  Dec.  13,  1736  )  ; 
John,  April  30,  1732  ;  Jacob,  June  30,  1734;  Ozias, 
Jan.  16,  1735;  Justus,  Dec.  26,  1737;  ]\Iabel  (i), 
June  13.  1740;  Mary,  ]\Iarch  5,  1741  ;  and  Daniel, 
Dec.  24,  1748. 

Ozias  Griswold  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Thonias  Newton  Griswold.  His  birthplace  was 
Griswoldville,  and  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father  and  grandfather,  becoming  a  farmer  and 
passing  his  entire  life  in  A\'ethersfield.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Fie  died 
Dec.  4,  1815,  having  completed  his  eightieth  year. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  was  the  father  of  fifteen 
children.  His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1760, 
was  Anna  Stanley,  and  his  second  was  2ylary  Fran- 
cis, who  died  Puly  26,  1825.  The  children  by  first 
wife  were:  Anna  W.,  born  Sept.  12,  1762,  married 
Samuel  Welles,  and  died  Sept.  15,  1S28;  Mary  W^, 

'     born  [March  18,  1764,  married  Elisha  Welles,  and 

'  died  Nov.  11,  1834;  Lucy,  born  April  20,  1765,  died 
Sept.  I,  1773;  John,  born  Nov.  30,  1766,  died  Aug. 
7,  1774;  Justus,  born  April  26,  1768,  married  Pru- 
dence Welles,  and  died  Aug.  i,  1803;  Sainuel,  born 
Jan.  26,  1770,  married  Eunice  Collins,  and  died 
Nov.  21,  1833 ;  Lvdia  W.,  born  Oct.  6,  1771,  became 
Mrs.  John  Woodbridge,  and  died  April  26,  1826; 
Ozias,  born  Aug.  7,  1773,  married  Joanna  Steele, 
and  died  Oct.  22,  1815  ;  Thomas,  born  July  11.  1775, 
died  Feb.  24,  1850;  Lucy  [\I.,  Mrs.  Ephraim  Willard, 

j  born  April  17,  1777,  died  June  20,  1865;  John,  born 
April  9,  1779,  married  Esther  Welles,  and  died  Feb. 


!  26.  1826;  Sarah,  born  March  20,  1781,  died  in  July, 
I  1800;  James,  born  Aug.  21,  1783,  married  Lucy 
j  Robbins;  [Mabel,  born  Feb.  26,  1786,  died  in  June, 
I  1805;  and  Nancy  Clark,  the  wife  of  Guy  Morgan, 
;  born  Sept.  16,  1788,  died  Oct.  2.  1853. 
j       Thomas  N.  Griswold  is  a    grandson    of  the 
j  Thomas  above  named,  the  ninth  child  and  tifth  son 
j  of  Ozias  Griswohl.    He  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
j  Griswoldville,   a   member   of   the  Congregat'.onal 
I  Church,  and  noted  for  his  scrupulous  integrity.  His 
farm  covered  a  large  area,  and  in  addition  to  farm- 
ing he  was  engaged,  with  his  brother  James,  in  the 
I  business  of  dressing  cloth.    He  was  a  Whig,  and 
active  in  promoting  his  party's  ^uccess.    His  fellow 
townsmen  held  him  in  great  respect,  both  for  his 
probity  and  for  his  capability  in  counsel  and  action. 
Fle  died  Feb.  24,  1850. 

On  Jan.  22,  1709.  [Mr.  Griswold  was  married  to 
I  [Mary  Wolcott,  who  was  born  at  Wetlierstield  Aug. 
24,  1779,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  [\Iary  (Welles) 
Wolcott,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Welles.  She 
died  June  4,  1847.  Their  seven  children  were: 
Thomas,  born  Dec.  7,  1799;  Franklin.  l)orn  Dec.  27, 
1801.  died  June  27.  1814;  Stanley,  born  June  22, 
1804,  died  in  August,  1862;  [\Iary  Welles,  born 
I  Aug.  II,  1806,  who  married  Welles  Adams,  and 
j  died  April  27,  1865;  [Mabel,  born  Nov.  20.  iSio, 
died  Sept.  19,  1811  ;  [Mabel  (2),  born  Aug.  18,  1812, 
who  became  [Mrs.  George  Stillman ;  and  Franklin 
i  W.  (2),  born  [March  28,  1815,  died  Sept.  21,  18S6. 
j  Thomas  Griswold  was  the  father  of  the  gentle- 
1  man  whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of  this 
sketch.  His  early  educational  advantages  were  lim-, 
ited  to  attendance  upon  the  district  schools  of  his 
day,  but  these  he  improved  to  the  utiuost,  and  sup- 
plemented them,  throughout  his  life,  by  well-directed 
reading.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  native  ability, 
with  a  well-stored,  well-disciplined  mind.  He  was 
an  agriculturist,  and  besides  being  a  successful  gen- 
eral farmer,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  seed-growers  of 
Wethersfield.  his  carefully  selected,  well-packed  out- 
put selling  all  through  the  Lnited  States  and  Can- 
ada. The  business  was  carried  on  under  the  firm 
name  of  Thomas  Griswold  &  Co.,  and  is  at  present 
conducted  by  his  son,  Thomas  Newton.  [Mr.  Gris-  / 
wold  was  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  town.  He 
was  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  upright  in  his 
dealings;  enterprising,  industrious,  public-spirited 
and  charitable;  a  true  friend,  and  faithful  and  loving 
in  every  domestic  relation.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  Congregationalist ;  politically  he  was  a  stanch 
Whig  in  early  life,  and  later  a  Republican.  He 
died  Oct.  13,  1878,  having  lived  to  see  the  country, 
which  he  loved  pass  triumphantly  through  three 
wars — that  of  181 2,  the  struggle  with  [Mexico,  and  • 
the  contest  of  1861-65.  On  [Nlay  4,  1830,  he  mar- 
ried Jerusha,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucy  (Rob-', 
bins)  Welles,  and  a  grandiJaughter  of  Thomas 
Welles,  who  carried  a  musket  through  the  war  for 
Independence.  Mrs.  Griswold  was  born  Feb.  28, 
181 1,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1898.    She  bore  her  has- 
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band  live  sons  aiivl  two  daughters:  (i)  Joseph 
Welles,  born  Any;.  :;4,  1831,  removed  from  W'eihcrs- 
held  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cloak 
nuuuilacturing  business,  later  removing  to  Chicago, 
111.  He  married  Mary  ChaiMuau  in  September, 
1857.  (2)  Tlionias  Xewton,  the  subject  oi  the  pres- 
ent article,  was  the  second  child.  (3)  Charles  Fay- 
ette was  born  March  22,  1S36.  (4)  Edward  Pay- 
son,  born  Aug.  0,  1838,  went  to  Milwaukee  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  brother  Joseph,  in  the 
cloak  business,  and  removed  with  him  to  Chicago ; 
he  died  in  Evanston  Jan.  10.  i8c)g.  (5)  ^Nlary  Ann 
was  buin  Mi^rcli  3,  ^.ud  i.iiv.a  Dec.  3,  1S75.  (6) 

Robert  Souihgate  was  born  Feb.  9,  1849.    (/)  J^' 
rusha  Frances,  the  youngest,  w  as  born  ^lay  30,  185 
and  died  Aug.  16,  1854. 

Thomas  Xewton  Griswold  was  born  Jan.  30, 
1834,  and  was  reared  upon  the  paternal  farm.  His 
educational  opportunities  were  better  than  those  af- 
forded to  most  boys  of  his  time.  His  course  in  the 
W'ethersfield  common  schools  and  academy  was  sup- 
plemented by  attendance  at  the  schools  of  Hartford, 
and  during  the  winter  months  he  taught  school  at 
New  Britain  and  W  etherstield.  In  due  time  he  was 
taken  into  partnership  by  his  father,  and  after  tlie 
latter's  death  he  and  his  brothers  conducted  the  busi- 
ness as  partners  for  several  years.  ]\Ir.  Griswold 
and  his  sons  finally  purchased  their  interest,  and 
since  then  have  conducted  the  business  under  the 
original  style  of  Thomas  Griswold  &  Co.  In  addi- 
tion to  seed  growing  he  cultivates  peaches  and  small 
fruits,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  heaviest  shippers 
at  W'ethersfield.  He  had  liis  home  in  Griswoldville 
imtil  1856,  in  which  year  he  bought  the  Coleman 
farm,  on  Huckleberry  Hill,  where  he  erected  a  fine 
residence,  with  commodious  farm  buildings,  and  a 
large,  well-arranged  warehouse.  ]\Ir.  Griswold  en- 
joys the  unqualified  respect  of  the  community.  His 
business  methods  are  clean  and  honorable,  and  his 
private  life  is  without  reproach.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  many  years,  and  (in  1888)  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Legislature.  lie  is  a  man  of  deep  and  earn- 
est religious  convictions',  attesting  his  faith  by  his 
works.  For  four  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  has  been  a  teacher  in  its 
Sunday-school  from  boyhood.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  choir,  and  at  no  time  lias  he 
failed  to  shoulder  his  due  share  of  the  weighty  re- 
sponsibilities resting  upon  the  few  who  are  fitted  to 
assume  the  positions  of  leaders  in  church  work. 

On  iMarch  10,  1858,  'Mr.  Griswold  married  Jen- 
ette,  a  daughter  of  Henrv  Goodrich  Butler,  of  W'eth- 
ersfield, and  seven  children  have  blessed  the  mar- 
riage: Henry  Wilson,  born  Jan.  26,  1859,  died 
June  6,  1868:  Fannv  Augusta,  born  ^^larch  25,  i86r, 
died  Dec.  i,  18G5;  Frank  Xewton,  born  r^Iarch  10, 
1864;  Frederick  Irving,  Alay  3,  1867;  Wallace  But- 
ler, Jan.  27,  1869  (married  Ava  Lee  Howard,  and 
is  at  present  a  grower  and  shipper  of  seed  at  Lin- 


1  coin,  Xeb.)  ;  Jennie  Welles,  Jan.  18,  1872  (unmar- 
ried and  living  at  home)  ;  and  Thomas  Henry,  May 
!  5,  1875  (.died  Jan.  21,  18S1  I. 

j        ^irs.  (.iri>woId"s  family  {ihc  Butlers)  are  also 
I  among  the  oldest    antl    most    highly-respected  in 
I  Wethersfield.    The  first  of  that  name  in  the  town 
i  was  Ensign  Samuel  Butler.    His  son  James  mar- 
I  ried  Hannah  Etl wards,  and  from  this  union  sprang 
Willirun  Butler,  who  was  born  Feb.  8,  1715,  and 
died  3ilay  7,  17S.').    lie  married  Lucy  Goodrich,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children:    William,  born  April 
I  16,  1741,  dieij  Jan.  3,  1799;  Margaret,  1)orn  Dec.  22, 
:;42,  died  Sept.  30,  1750;  'Iheodore,  born  Sept.  26, 
1744;  Roger,  born  April  20,  1746,  died  July  28, 
1799;  and  Chloe,  born  Xov.  7,  1850,  married  to 
William  Welles. 

Roger  Butler,  the  great-grandfather  of  ]\Irs. 
Griswold,  was  a  \\'ethersfield  farmer,  a  man  of  sub- 
stantial means,  and  held  in  high  repute.  On  Feb. 
24,  1776,  he  married  Hannah  Flanmer,  of  Wethers- 
field, wdio  died  Feb.  23,  1780,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  Lucy;  Roger,  who  died 
unmarried;  and  Flannah,  wife  of  Samuel  Wolcott, 
who  died  in  Xew  York.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Lucretia  Pratt,  who  was  born  May  31, 
1755,  and  tvso  children  were  born  to  them:  Char- 
lotte, who  married  Sluman  Welles ;  and  Harry 
Goodrich,  ]Mrs.  Griswold's  grandfather.  The  last 
named  of  the  Butler  fanfily  married  ]Mary  Letta 
Woodhouse,  by  w  hom  he  had  children,  viz. :  Hen- 
j  ry,  the  father  of  ^Irs.  Thomas  X'.  Griswold;  Mar- 
tha, wdio  married  Andrew  Sotuhworth  ;  ]\Iary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Otis  Belden ;  Eliza  Ann,  who 
married  Chauncey  Winship,  of  Hartford;  William; 
Frances  M.,  who  married  Walter  Havens,  of  Hart- 
ford ;  and  Charles. 

HOX.  JOHX  E.  GRISWOLD  (deceased). 
The  Griswold  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  of  this  section — as  old  as  the  settlements 
at  Windsor  and  Hartford.  Edward  Griswold,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Windsor  (Conn.)  branch 
of  the  family  in  America,  to  which  our  subject  be- 
longs, came  from  Kenilworth,  Warwickshire,  Eng- 
land, in  1639,  and  settled  at  Windsor,  in  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  Later  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Killingworth  (now-  Clinton),  in  Middlesex  county. 

Elihu  Griswold,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  native  of  Windsor,  wdiere  his  ances- 
tors before  him  had  lived.  He  married  in  that 
town,  and  children  were  born  as  follows :  John 
E.,  born  Dec.  8,  1803,  is  referred  to  farther  on; 
Alary  C,  born  3,Iarch  3,  1806,  married  Elihu  ]Mar- 
shall,  a  farmer  of  Windsor,  whose  family  history 
with  a  portrait  of  himself  appears  elsewhere ;  Eliz- 
abeth married  Charles  Hollister,  of  East  Hartford; 
and  Rebecca  married  Sidney  Secton,  of  Simsbury. 
The  parents  of  these  children  both  died  at  the  old 
Griswold  homestead,  and  their  remains  rest  in  one 
of  the  graveyards  of  Windsor  town. 
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The  old  Griswold  house,  which  lias  shekered 
several  generations  of  the  faniilv.  and  where  now 
are  residing  the  Griswold  sisters.  dniighti.rs  ot  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  has  something  of  a  history 
itself,  and  it  is  still  regarded  with  curiosity  as  some- 
thing widely  different  from  the  lv~'iiscs  buih  in  the 
early  days  wIkii  its  plans  v.cre  drawn.  It  is  said 
that  upwards  of  a  lumdred  years  ago  one  Pinney, 
an  Englishman  of  dignity  and  supposed  wealtli, 
purchased  th.c  land  on  which  the  present  home 
stands,  and  began  the  erection  of  what  he  termed 
a  house  of  the  old  ]£nglish  st\ !e.  There  was  con- 
Siderabk'  mystery  surroundin;^"  his  movements,  and 
at  last  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  a  coimter- 
feiter  of  money,  and  was  carrying  on  his  opera- 
tions in  the  cellar  of  his  new  home.  Finally,  be- 
coming alarmed,  he  ded  the  country,  leaving  every- 
thing behind  liim.  The  property  was  subsequently 
purchased  by  Elilui  Griswold,  and  the  unfinished 
old  English  house  was  completed  on  an  American 
plan,  and  stands  to-day  a  combination  of  the  two 
styles  of  architecture.  A  spacious  hall,  twelve  feet 
high,  runs  entirely  through  the  house,  while  the  old- 
time  parlor  or  reception  room  of  the  same  height, 
spacious  and  inviting,  speaks  of  a  generous  old- 
time  hospitality. 

John  E.  Griswold,  our  subject  proper,  was  born 
Dec.  8,  1803,  in  the  town  of  \\'indsor.  He  passed 
his  boyhood  alternating  between  work  on  the  farm 
and  attendance  through  tb.e  winters  at  the  neigh- 
boring district  school.  Ele  married  Xov.  4,  1832, 
I\Iiss  Caroline  Griswold,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
Caroline  Griswold.  and  though  of  the  same  name 
not  a  relative.  They  settled  after  their  marriage 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  and  where  their  children 
were  reared.  Here  the  mother  died  ^larch  27, 
1866,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  the  fatlier  on  Jan.  26, 
1888,  aged  eighty-four  }ears,  and  the  picture  of 
him  appearing  in  this  vcilume  was  taken  the  year 
before  he  died.  Mr.  Griswold  had  been  occupied 
throughout  life  in  farming,  and  was  a  model 
farmer,  too,  keeping  his  place  in  good  order,  and 
was  ever  abreast  of  the  times  in  scientific  m.ethods 
of  agriculture,  being  especially  accomplished  in  the 
best  rnethods  of  tobacco  growing.  He  was  a  man 
of  good  information  and  practical  ideas,  and  gen- 
erally succeeded  in  wdiatever  he  undertook.  His 
f)olitical  aftiliations  were  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  though  not  an  office-seeker  he  filled  positions 
of  trust  and  honor,  among  tnem  that  of  representa- 
tive from  his  town  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  giving  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  that 
body  intelligence  and  dignity.  He  also  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  school  board.  His  children,  only 
two  in  number.  Harriet  B.  anrl  Sarah  E.,  are  still 
living,  and  reside,  as  is  stated  in  the  foregoing,  at 
the  old  home,  where  they  have  been  in  charge  of  the 
household  aft'airs  since  the  mother's  death  and  cared 
for  the  father  in  his  declining  years;  both  are  re- 


j  spected  and  esteemed  bv  their  many  friends  and 
I  acquaintances.  The  farm  for  years  has  been  and 
I  is  still  under  the  management  of  Jerome  E.  b'uller, 
I  v.diose  wife,  formerly  Miss  Estclle  Marshall,  daugh- 
I  ter  of  the  late  Elihu  Marshall,  is  a  cousin  of  the 
J  Griswold  sisters. 

i       JULIUS  H.  COTTOX,  one  of  the  most  re- 
j  spected  residents  of  East  Hartford,  and  the  ex- 
I  tremely  popular"  floor-walker  for  the  well-known 
!  firm  of  IJrown.  Thomson  i!s;  Co..  of  Hartfor^l,  is  a 
i  native  of  the  lo\yn  of  East  Hartford,  and  descends 
from  a  famil}-  that  lias  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  town  for  generations  past  and  gone,  but 
will  here  be  traced  only  from  his  grandfather  down, 
j       David  Cotton,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
sea-faring  man.  and  in  all  probability  died  at  sea. 
1  He  had  married  Anna  Jones,  who  was  born  in  East  ' 
I  Hartford  in  October,  1760,  and  to  this  union  were 
j  born  seven  children:    David,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  i,  17S8, 
j  was  a  cordwainer  by  trade,  and  lived  in  Hartford, 
j  Anna,  born  Feb.  14,  1790,  was  married  to  Calvin 
j  Elton,  a  merchant  at  Hartford.    ]^Iabel,  born  ^vlay 
I  5,  1791,  died  young.   Jerusha,  born  ^larch  29.  1793, 
was  first  married  to  a  ^Ir.  ]\Iiller,  and  after  his 
death  to  Xathan  Cobb,  then  lived  for  a  time  in  \'er- 
mont,  and  later  moved  to  Janesvdle,  Wis.,  where 
she  died.    Harry  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  of 
whom  mention  will  be  made  further  on.  George, 
j  born  July  12,  1797,  first  married  Esther  Kilbourne, 
1  and  second  ^lary  Griswold,  of  ^^lanchester ;  he  was 
a  carpenter,  lived  for  some  time  in  East  Hartford, 
and  died  in  ^Manchester,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  East  Hartford.    \\'illiam,  born  April  28,  1799, 
died  voting. 

j       Harry  Cotton,  father  of  Jtilius  H.,  was  born  in 
i  East  Hartford  IMeadow  April  19,  1795,  received  a 
district-school  education,  and  after  his  marriage  to 
Clarissa  H.  Kingslev  opened  a  tavern,  in  1S32,  his 
sign  reading,  '"H.  Cotton,  Entertainment.''  In  a  his- 
tory of  East  Hartford,  com]-)iled  by  J.  O.  Goodndn, 
j  it  is  said,  under  the  head  of  ''Ptiblic  Houses  and  Sale 
'  of  Liquors,"  that  "Cotton's  tavern  and  store,  on 
j  the  corner  of  Tolland  turnpike  and  Burnside  ave- 
I  nue.  was  frrmcrlv  owned  by  Euodias  Bidwell,  and, 
i  probab'y,  by  his  ancestors  before  him.    One  Biddell 
is  put  down  in  an  almanac  of  1763  as  keeper  of  a 
public  house  in  East  Hartford.    It  was  bought  by 
^^slr.  Henry  Cotton  in  1832.    In  the  good  old  times, 
i  befcTe  the  days  of  railroads,  this  was  quite  a  sta- 
tion on  the  road,  and  the  jocund  spirits  of  the 
Tieighborhood  passed  many  a  sociable  evening  here." 
Of  course,  the  "Mr.  Elenry  Cotton,"  mentioned  in 
the  above  extract,  means  "Harry"  Cotton,  father  of 
our  subject. 

Clarissa  II.  Kingslev,  whom  Flarrv  Cotton  mar- 
ried, was  a  daughter  of  Alphcus  and  Eunice  (Will- 
iams) Kingslev,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  drum- 
major  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  received  a  pension  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  services  ren- 
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dtTcd.  To  tlic  niarriayc  of  Harry  Cotton  and  \vife 
were  born  the  foUownig  naniod  children:  Han- 
nah loru>ha.  born  Aug.  15.  i8jS,  died  Jan.  31. 
i8_'9:  Harriet  J.,  l)orn  Jan.  22,  1830,  was  married 
June  iS.  i8<o.  to  John  X,  Standish,  a  niaehuiist. 
who  died  in  Xew  York  in  18S7  (their  one  child, 
Carrie  De  Win,  die^l  in  infancy,  Aug-.  25,  1803)  ; 
Summer  H.,  the  third  child  of  Harry  Cotton,  was 
born  April  j;.  1S32,  married  Mary  Hatch,  and 
served  as  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Boston  & 
Albany  railroad;  the  fourth  child,  Julius  H..  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  :  Leander.  tlie  tifih  child, 
bora  Feb.  1,  1837.  was  toll  collector  on  tlie  bridge 
at  the  foot  of  Hartford  avenue  for  many  years, 
and  later  became  a  hotel-keeper  in  \  irginia ;  Henry 
K-.,  the  voungest  of  the  family,  was  born  Feb.  i, 
1839,  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  is  married  to  Juditlr 
Howe,  and  is  living  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  later 
years  of  the  father  of  this  family  were  pa-sed  in 
retirement  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  where  he 
died  Feb.  7,  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  his  widow  surviving  until  April  17,  1881, 
when  she  expired,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Julius  H.  Cotton,  the  gentleman  whose  na.ne 
stands  at  the  opening  of  this  article,  was  born  June 
25.  1835,  in  the  hotel  occupied  by  his  father  in  1832, 
*and  which  stood  on  the  spot  en  which  Julius  H. 
now  lives  in  "single  blessedness."  He  was  edu- 
cated primarily  in  the  brick  school  house  on  Xorth 
^lain  street,  and  then  attended  ^^'ells  Academy, 
and  was  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Hurburt 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Hart- 
ford, and  began  his  business  life  as  an  errand  boy, 
sweeper-out,  etc.,  for  Lorin  Sexton,  dry-goods  mer- 
chant, whose  store  occupied  the  ground  on  wliich 
the  store  of  Wise,  Smith  &  Co.  is  now  situated. 
For  the  first  year  he  received  a  salary  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  board,  at  that  time  considered  to  be 
a  very  fair  rate.  This  salary  was  increased  year 
by  year  until  he  relinquished  his  situation  five  years 
later  and  entered  the  employ  of  F.  &  H.  Burge, 
where  the  Chenev  block  now  is,  remaining  with  that 
firm  several  years  as  clerk  and  floor-walker.  He 
next  acted  in  the  same  capacity  for  Pease  &  Foster 
for  some  time,  and  next  for  \\'etherby,  Knouss  & 
Co.  for  ten  years.  After  the  dissolution  of  this 
firm  he  was  employed  by  Knouss  and  J.  S.  Ives, 
in  the  Chenev  block,  being  with  them  until  their 
failure,  and  since  1880  has  been  head  floor-walker 
for  Brown.  Thomson  &.  Co.,  the  largest  firm  in 
itL-  line  in  Hartford..  'Mr.  Cotton  is  probably  the 
most  popular  floor-walker  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  his  influence,  acquaintance  and  popularity 
are  far  more  than  local.  He  draws  patronage  for 
his  firm  from  all  the  territory  surrounding  Hart- 
ford, and  from  the  neighboring  cities,  and  these 
patrons  come  to  him  because  they  know  they  can 
rely  on  his  honest  advice  and  sound  judgment  as 
to  purchases,  and  because  of  their  appreciation  of 
the  discipline  observed  by  the  salespeople  under  his 
management. 


I        In  1882  Mr.  Cotton  erected  his  present  hanci- 
!  some  dwelling  in  East  Hartford,  which  he  occupied 
in  the  summer  season  only,  his  winters  being  passed 
in  Hartford  in  close  proximitv  to  the  place  of  busi- 
ness of  his  emjiloyers,  as  he  is  always  desirous  of 
;  being  "on  deck."      Genial    and    i)leasant,    he  is 
[  "downright  liked"  by  everybody,  and  is  honored  for 
\  having  climbed,  step  by  stej),  from  the  lowest  round 
^  of  the  ladder  that  leads  to  fortune  until  he  has 
-  reached  its  ajjcx.    In  politics  Mr.  Cotton  is  a  Re- 
'  publican,  and  his  religious  devotions  are  paid  at 
the  Pearl  Street  Church  in  Hartford,  to  the  teach- 
ings of  which  he  lives  up  both  in  letter  and  in  spirit. 

I  '    JOHX  CLARFXCE  ROWLEY,  a  thorough 
I  and  skillful  farmer,  and  a  business  man  of  ability, 
:  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Berlin. 

3ilr.  Rowley  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in 
Hebron,  Tolland  county,  r\Iay  12,  1857,  and  was 
'  about  two  years  old  when  the-  family  removed  to 
;  Chatham,  Conn.    There  he  began  his  education  in 
I  the  common  schools,  but  at  the  age  of  seven  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  East 
I  Berlin,  where  the  following  four  years  were  passed. 
;  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Olive  Selden,  of  Berlin, 
i  Dec.  25,  1868,  Ins  father.  David  Eleazer  Rowley, 
.  purchased  her  farm  and  located  there.    The  family 
have  made  many  improvements  upon  this  property, 
which  consists  of  fiftv  acres  under  excellent  culti- 
,  vation,  and  since  his  father's  death  our  subject  has 
had  charge  of  the  same.    He  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  lieckley  schools  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
■  to  agricultural  pursuits,  meeting  with  marked  suc- 
!  cess  in  his  labors.    His  farm  is  pleasantly  located 
'  on  the  continuation  of  Church  street,  Xewington, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  of  its  size 
m  the  locality. 

On  Jan.  i,  1889,  ]\Ir.  Rowley  was  united  in 
,  marriage  with  ^Vliss  Mabel  \'ernon  Adams,  who  was 
:  born  in  Charlton,  }>Iass.,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and 
j  Clarissa  (Smith)  Adams,  of  Charlton.  They  have 
i  one  son,  Stanley  Edward,  who  was  born  in  Beck- 
ley,  Xov.  2,  1893. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  !Mr.  Rowley  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv  and  its 
I  principles,  but  has  always  declined  official  posi- 
j  tions.  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to 
his  farming  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  Pequot 
Council,  Xo.  24,  Sr.  O.  V.  A.  M.,  of  Berlin,  in 
which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  Berlin  Grange,  Xo.  24.  He  attends  the 
Berlin  Congregationat  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  a  member,  wliile  their  son  attends  the  Sunday- 
school. 

FREDERICK  WALDO  DOOLITTLE,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Cheshire,  Xew  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  and  an  enterprising  flour  and  feed  merchant 
of  Milklale,  Hartford  county,  was  born  on  the  old 
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honiostoai,!  in  ilio  former  jilace.  wIktc  he  now  re- 
.«;idos.  a  son  of  Levi  and  lunictia  (,  1  leniingwav) 
Doolitlle,  natives  vt  Clu'sliirc  and  \orlli  Haven, 
respeeiively. 

The  paternal  g:randfather,  Levi  Doohttle,  Sr., 
was  also  a  native  of  Chesliire,  and  a  farnu-r  bv  occu- 
jiation.  He  married  Esther  Tnlile.  The  paternal 
<;reat-yrandparents  of  Mr.  Doolittle  were  Ezra  and 
Sarah  (_Ilall)  Dt)olittle,  farming  people  of  Cheshire. 
The  maternal  grandfather.  Augnstus  Hemingway, 
was  also  horn  in  Xew  Ha\'en  eonntv.  and  spent  most 
of  his  life  as  a  farmer  in  North  Haven.  His  wife 
was  in  her  maideniiood  Aiis.s  Jiilina  IJiakcsiee,  and 
his  parents  were  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Brad  ev)  Hem- 
ingway, of  North  Haven.  ^Ir.  Doolittle's  father 
was  reared  in  Cheshire,  and  in  1S47  located  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  making  his  home 
there  until  his  death,  w  hieh  occurred  June  30,  1898, 
when  he  was  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent and  faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  PlantsviUe.  and  belonged  to  the  Grange 
in  Cheshire.  His  political  support  was  given  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
187 1,  and  also  served  as  selectman  three  years.  In 
his  family  were  three  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
George  Cook,  of  W'allingford ;  Frederick  ; 
and  Lina  B. 

During  his  childhood  Frederick  W.  Doolittle 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  and  private 
schools  near  his  home.  He  has  always  lived  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  since  reaching  man's  estate 
has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Since  1897  he  has  also  conducted  a  flour  and  feed 
store  in  IMilldale,  and  in  this  undertaking  has  pros- 
pered, having  built  up  a  large  and  protitable  trade. 
He,  too,  is  a  member  of- the  Congregational  Church 
of  PlantsviUe,  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
Grange  No.  23,  of  Cheshire,  while  politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  held 
in  high  regard  in  the  community  where  he  has  so 
long  made  his  home,  and  those  who  know  him 
best  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  a 
fact  which  indicates  an  honorable  and  upright  ca- 
reer. 

JUDAH  DRYDEN  VIETS.  an  old-time  farmer 
of  Bloomfield,  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Granby, 
Hartford  county,  Feb.  2,  1823,  and  paternally  is 
of  remote  German  extraction,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  genealogical  record  of  the  family  in 
America. 

Dr.  John  Mets,  a  highly-educated  physician  for 
his  day  and  generation,  came  from  Germany  in 
1710,  and  settled  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  where,  to  him- 
self and  his  wife,  Catherine,  four  children  were 
born :  Catherine,  Henry,  John  and  Mary.  His  son, 
Capt.  John  Viets,  great-grandfather  of  Judah  Dry- 
den  Yiets,was  born  in  Simsbury, Conn., Nov.  3, 1712. 
was  reared  a  farmer,  for  a  time  was  emploved  in  cop- 
per mines,  and  .was  also  an  extensive  trader.  His 


homestead  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Virgil  E. 
\  iets.  Cai>t.  John  \  iets  married,  Dec.  12,  1734, 
Lois    Pl'.e]]>s,  was    born    Alarch    10,  171CS. 

and  was  a  daugliter  of  Nathaniel  Phelps.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  ten  children:  John,  Roger, 
Seth,  Eunice,  Lois,  Abner,  Catherine,  Daniel,  Ros- 
annah  and  Luke.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
I  April  8,  1777,  and  the  mother  Nov.  12,  1810. 
j  Capt.  Abner  X'iets,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Simsbury  Feb.  15,  1747,  led  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  and  died  in  Granby  July  27,  1S26.  His 
farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,,  L. 
C  \  lets.  Mary,  wife  of  Abner  \'iets,  was  born  • 
June  27,  1751,  and  died  Sept.  4,  1825,  the  mother 
of  ten  children:  Abner,  born  June  29,  1772,  died 
Nov.  18,  1825  (his  wife's  name  was  Sarah)  ;  ]Mary, 
born  ALay  18,  1774,  mari^ied  Flenry  X'iets,  and  died 
April  7,  1805;  Benoni,  born  Feb.  13,  1777,  died 
Feb.  II,  1852,  married  Esther  Dewey;  Samuel,  born 
Jan.  17,  1779,  died  Alarch  6,  1814,  married  Susan 
Pratt;  Eunice,  born  Dec.  27,  17S0,  married  Enoch 
Kellogg;  Dan,  born  Oct.  17,  1783,  married  Beulah 
Phelps,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1S66 ;  Annice  was  born 
]\larch  II,  1785;  Levi,  born  June  15,  1786,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Dibble,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1857;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  30,  1790,  married  Russell  Loomis; 
and  ApoUos  was  born  July  25,  1794. 

Dan  \'iets,  father  of  Judah  Dryden  \'iets,  was 
j  born  in  Simsbury.  Conn.,  Oct.  17,  1783.    Pie  was 
1  reared  a  farmer,  and  for  years  resided  in  the  west 
I  part  of  East  Granby.    He  married,  Jan.  I,  1812, 
Aliss  Beulah  Phelps,  a  daughter  of  Judah  Phelps, 
and  born  Feb.  21,  1790.    To  this  marriage  nine 
children  were  born:    Alary  A.  Louisa,  born  Feb. 

15,  1813,  was  married  to  Lemuel  Holcomb,  and  died 
July  12,  1890;  Annis  Samantha,  born  Feb.  3,  1815, 
was  married  to  Aralza  Griffin,  and  died  Dec.  13, 
1885  ;  Julia  Ann,  born  Aug.  17.  1816,  married  Rich- 
ardson Griffin,  and  died  Alay  26,  1897;  Harriet 
Newell,  born  Jan.  i,  1818.  married  (first)  Gilbert 
Griffin  and  (second)  Alilton  Griffin,  and  died  Dec. 
19.  1897;  Apollos  Phelps  was  born  Sept.  20,  1819; 

.Judah  Dryden,  born  Feb.  2.  1S23.  is  our  subject; 
Dan  Alexander  was  born  Nov.  11.  1824;  Joseph 
Franklin,  Feb.  6,  1827;  and  Benjamin  Erskine, 
June  12,  1828.  The  mother  of  this  family  was 
called  away  Feb.  6,  1862,  and  the  father  died  in 
East  Granby  Dec.  20,  1866,  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  politic-  a  Republican. 

Judah  Dryden  \'iets,  after  finishing  his  educa- 
tion in  East  Granby,  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  at  carriage-making,  which  trade  he  fol- 
lowed twelve  years.  He  then  engaged  in  farming 
and  tobacco  raising.  On  Oct.  28,  1840,  he  mar- 
ried Aliss  Caroline  E.  Rowley,  who  was  born  Jan. 

16,  1826,  a  daughter  of  Silas  Rowley,  of  Bloom- 
field,  where  Air.  and  Airs.  Viets  now  reside.  To 
this  marriage  have  been  born  three  children:  (i) 
.Albert  Andrew,  who  was  born  Dec.  9,  1847,  mar- 
ried, on  Sept.  29,  1868.  Miss  Alary  C.  Rowley,  born 
Feb.  8,  1849,  ^"(^  became  the  father  of  one  child. 
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May  Alberta,  who  was  born  Sept.  2j,  1S71,  was 
ir.ani^'d  to  Herbert  Ridley,  of  East  Hartford,  and 
died  l"eb.  IJ.  1808.  i  j )  liattie  I'helps,  burn  April 
24,  1851).  is  the  wife  oi  J.  L.  Rowley.  (3)  }^Iinnie 
liolcoiiib  \'iets,  bi^irn  Aul;".  7,  1S58,  the  youngest 
child,  is  inairied  ti_>  D.  C  Xewberry. 

liEZEKIAll  HALE  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  i)roininent  and  hig-hly-respected 
citizens  of  Glasl'Mibury.  He  was  a  man  of  unu- 
sually active  temperament,  and  spent  nianv  years  of 
his  life  in  travel  in  the  prosecution  of  enterprises 
away  from  his  own  State. 

^Ir.  Hale  was  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and  a 
representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  family.  He 
was  born  Sept.  4.  18 14;  the  eldest  son  of  Heze- 
kiah  Hale,  Sr.,  a  large  farmer,  and  grandson  of 
Gideon  Hale,  Sr.  Hezekiah  Hale,  Sr.,  had  a  familv 
of  six  children:  Hezekiah,  our  subject;  Asaph  C., 
who  married  Adaline  Blish ;  Cecelia  Maria,  who 
married  Joseph  Brown,  a  banker  of  Troy,  Ohio ; 
Darwin  C.,  who  died  unmairied;  Pamela,  who  mar- 
ried James  Telford  ;  and  Eunice  Cordelia,  who  mar- 
ried George  Aylesworth. 

Hezekiah  Hale  received  a  good  common-school 
education,  and  attended  also  a  select  school  under 
Rev.  William  Lockwood,  and  Elihu  Burritt,  the 
"learned  blacksmith."  He  had  no  taste  in  his  youth 
for  farm  work,  and  when  he  left  school  began  to 
learn  the  mason's  trade  with  Gideon  Kinne.  But 
he  was  bent  upon  a  life  on  the  water,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  shipped  aboard  a  vessel  under  Capt. 
Horace  Hale,  his  tirst  trip  being  to  the  AV^est  Indies. 
Later  he  made  whaling  voyages  to  the  South  Seas, 
and  visited  the  Sandwich  Islands,  sailing  around  the 
world  three  times.  In  1850  he  became  an  Argo- 
naut, and  remained  for  two  years  in  California, 
in  his  search  for  gold  meeting  with  fair  returns. 
He  returned  to  Connecticut,  but  in  1857  again  went 
to  California  as  a  gold  miner,  and  thence  proceeded 
to  Washington  Territory,  where  he  remained  a 
year.  Returning  to  Glastonbury,  he  remained  here 
a  short  time,  leaving  to  engage  in  cattle  bu}ing 
at  Peoria,  111.,  in  partnership  with  Joseph  Brown 
and  James  Telford.  Thence  he  went  to  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  where  he  resided  for  a  slort  time.  In  18G6 
he  returned  to  his  native  town,  and  located  upon 
the  farm  which  he  continued  to  operate  success- 
fully until  his  death,  Sept.  28,  1890.  Lie  had  mar- 
ried, Jan.  19,  1856,  Miss  Alarcia  ^laria  Turner, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  •William  Tur- 
ner and  Wallace  Lester.  William  T.  was  born  Xov. 
4,  1856,  and  is  now  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  of 
Glastonbury.  He  married  Addie  Steares,  and  has 
one  child,  Pearl  Esther,  born  Sept.  23,  1883.  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Hale  are  active  workers  in  the  Grange. 
Wallace  Lester  was  born  Eeb.  6,  1866,  resides  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  widowed  mother,  conducts 
the  largest  ice  business  in  Glastonbury,  and  is  a  man 
of  excellent  business  ability.    In  politics  he  is  a 


Democrat,  but. he  is  liberal  in  local  elections.  He 
i  is  a  member  of  Putnam  Phalan.x. 
\        M.xKciA  MvRiA  (T>-"KX!;;0   H.m.e,    widow  of 
Hezekiah     ]  lale,  was  born  .Sept.  5,  1824,  on  the 
old  Turner  homestead  in  Glastonbury,  i!;iughter  of 
\\'ILL.I.\^t    H.  and    B.\TiisiiEr,A    B.  ^Wkislev) 
TuRXF.R,  and  granddaughter  of  W'illiam  H.  Turner, 
I  Sr.,  the  first  of  the  family  in  Glastonbury.  The 
i  latter  was  drowned  in  the  Connecticut  river,  in 
I  1810,  nearly  in  front  of  }ilrs.  Hale's  home.  ]Mrs. 
Hale's  father  was  a  man  of  unusual  intellectual 
power,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  the  town,  winch  he  represented  in  the  State 
I  Legislature  ;  he  held  various  town  offices,  including 
that  of  selectman.    In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  was  a  Freemason, 
!  being  a  member  of  Columbia  Lodge,  V.  Sz  A.  ^L, 
i  South  Ijlastonbury.    lie  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
at  Xew  London,  and  later,  when  peace  was  de- 
clared, was  on  duty  aboard  a  vessel  at  Sacket's  Har- 
1  bor.    He  commanded  for  many  years  a  coasting 
vessel,  operating  from  the  Connecticut    river  to 
various  Atlantic  ports,  and  also  worked  at  the  trade 
of  shipbuilding.    He  was  a  close  acquaintance  of 
Cornelius  \'anderbilt,  who  was  then  engaged  in 
I  the  same  business.    3.1r.  Turner  predicted  the  day 
I  of  his  death  months  before  it  occurred.    He  mar- 
j  ried  (first),  in  1812,  Miss  yiavy  Nicholson,  and 
,  their  only  child,  Fidelia,  born  in  Januarv,  1813, 
I  died  at  the  age  of  eight  mouths.    After  the  death 
1  of  his  tirst  wife  ^Ir.  Turner  married  ^liss  Bath- 
I  sheba  Brewster  Wrisley,  a  native    of  -^Iarlboro, 
I  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Huxford)  Wrisley. 
Samuel  \\'risley  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army,  serving  as  conductor  of  teams  and  as 
captain  in  his  regiment.    To  William  H.  and  Bath- 
sheba  B.  Turner,  were  born  five  children :  }\Iarcia 
[Maria  is  the  widow  of  our  subject.    \\'illiam  H., 
born  Oct.  23,  1826,  married  Elizabeth  C.  Richards, 
of  Xew  London,  April  16,  185 1,  and  had  one  son, 
C.  R. ;  he  was  a  school  teacher,  merchant  and  in- 
surance agent,  and  a  man  of  unusual  brightness  of 
mind.    Wells,  born  Xov.   13,  1828,  was  married 
Oct.  2,  1854,  to  Isabella  P!ummer  Benton,  now  de- 
ceased, and  has  one  son,  Sturgis  P.  E.  Turner,  a 
merchant  at  Xaubuc.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  \A'ell3 
Turner  entered  tlie  mercantile  house  of  H.  B.  Chaf- 
fee &  Co.,  at  Hartford,  and  continued  several  years 
as  salesman,  later  forming  a  co-partnership  with 
j  his    brother    at    South    Glastonbury ;    after  his 
I  brother's  decease  he  conducted  the  business  alone 
j  until  the  store  was  burned,  in  January,  1856,  since 
;  when  he  has  livcfl  at  the  homestead.    Wallace,  born 
^larch  16,  1830,  died  in  infancy.    Helen  !Mar,  born 
June  7,  1836,  died  unmarried  May  14,  1876.  She 
possessed  rare  psychic  gifts,  often  healing  the  mem- 
bers of  her  family  of  pain  by  the  layinfj  of  her 
hands  upon  them,  and  her  courage  and  will-power 
were  indomitable.    Her  trance  sermons    and  ad- 
dresses were  forcible  and  eloquent,  and  listened  to 
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with  nnicli  interest  by  all  who  were  privileged  lo 
hear  her.  She  was  a  warm  advocate  of  equal 
riyhts,  and  of  all  huniaiiitarian  reforms. 

.Marcia  Mar-'a  i'urner  m  lur  early  L^'iilliood  at- 
tended the  district  schools  on  "'Ihe  Lireen,"  but 
alter  the  age  of  twelve  _\ears  had  private  teaclievs, 
attended  ^Irs.  Drapu-'s  Seminary.  Hartford,  and 
W'illiston  Seminary,  I'.asthampton,  Mass.  She  \\as 
a  devoted  wife,  and  is  a  kind  and  arfcctionatc 
mother.  Possessing  a  memory  oi  remarkable  re- 
tcntiveness,  she  is  a  recognized  authority  on  geneal- 
ogy and  local  history,  antl  many  consult  her  in  mat- 
tprs  of  history.  Mrs.  Hale  is  rc^'vu-kah'v  intelli- 
gent, is  a  brilliant  conversationalist,  possesses  that 
rare  gifted  quality  of  mind  that  approaches 
prophecy,  and  is  a  hrm  believer  and  exponent  of 
spiritualism.  Her  knowledge  of  past  events  is  un- 
surpassed, and  in  the  communitv  in  which  she  lives, 
and  throughout  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, she  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

SHERMAX  \MXCHELL,  a  representative 
farmer  and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Kensington, 
was  born  there  June  i,  1S52,  on  the  Eliza  Dickenson 
farm,  which  adjoins  his  present  place. 

\\'incl:ell.  which  is  a  Saxon  name  and  signifies 
angle,  was  no  doubt  derived  from  the  town  of  W'in- 
chelsea,  which  was  prominent  in  England  at  the 
time  the  Romans  were  in  power  there.  The  earliest 
mention  of  the  word  Winchel  as  a  proper  appella- 
tion is  Feb.  13,  1293,  when  Robert  ^\'i^chelsev  was 
elected  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He  succeeded 
to  this  dignity  Sept.  2,  1294,  and  died  I\Iay  11,  1313. 
He  was  the  tenth  in  succession  from  Thomas  a 
Becket.  To  him  was  addressed  the  celebrated  bull 
of  Pope  Boniface  \'HI,  dated  June  27,  1299,  in 
which  the  pontiff  asserted  his  own  claim  to  the 
throne  of  Scotland,  with  which  Edward  I  was  then 
at  war,  and  over  which  he  asserted  his  royal  author- 
ity. The  town  of  \\'inchelsea,  now  an  insignificant 
and  dilapidated  village  in  the  south  of  England, 
was  a  place  of  importance  in  the  Roman  period. 
It  was  then  located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rother,  a 
small  river  separating  the  Counties  of  Kent  and 
Sussex,  but  between  12S0  and  1287  it  was  des- 
troyed by  the  encroachments  of  the  sea.  The  coat 
of  arms  of  the  Winchel  family  was  "Ar.  three 
eagles'  v.-ings,  sa."  Argent  in  heraldry  signifies 
white,  and  sabh  signifies  black :  thus  the  coat  of 
arms  was  three  black  eagles'  wings  on  a  white  field. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
Robert  Winchel,  wlio  was  born  probably  in  the 
south  of  England,  but  perhaps  in  Wales.  His  son 
Nathaniel  was  born  jirobably  in  England,  before 
1635,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Dorchester, 
Mass.  He  was  married  April  8,  1664,  to  Sarah 
Porter,  daughter  of  Thomas  Porter,  of  Farming- 
ton,  Conn.  She  was  born  in  that  place  in  164O, 
and  died  in  Windsor,  Oct.  7,  1725,  while  his  death 
occurred  at  the  same  place  March  8.  1699.  Their 
son,  Nathaniel  Winchel,  was  born  in  Windsor  Aug. 
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7,  i(.65,  and  diet!  in  Farniington  Oct.  4,  1741.  He 
v.as  a  farmer  and  weaver  by  occupation,  and  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  military  service.    In  early  life  he 
r^mo\'ed  to  Turkey  Hill,  in  Windso--.  auvl  l  iter  to 
Farmington.    He  was  married  March  13,  1O93,  to 
.\Jary  Graves,  of  Hartford.    He  totk  a  \ery  active 
{  part  m  religious  affairs,  and  on  Dec.  y,  1713,  was 
present  at  tiie  annual  meeiin.g  of  the  Great  Swamp 
parish   (now   Kensington),  -near  the  southeastern 
boundary  of  l'"armingion.    He  was  chosen  to  take 
I  care  and  gel  fire  wood  for  Mr.  Burnham,  the  min- 
I  ister,  and  Dec.  8,  1714,  was  chosen  one  of  the 
'  moderrito'-s.  Dec.  (>.  1716,  the  Society  voted 

I  "to  give  Nathaniel  Winchel  ten  shillings  for  his 
;  son's  beating  the  drum  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  year 
'  past,  to  be  paid  in  !Mr.  Burnham's  rate  this  year." 
'  On  Jan.  7,  1716-17,  the  .Society  by  vote  seated  the 
i  inhabitants  in  the  meeting-htiuse,  and  Nathaniel 
j  Wincliel.  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  six  to  occupy  the  "first 
i  seat  in  the  scpiare  body."  The  Daughters  of  the 
I  Revolution  of  Berlin  nov.-  have  their  charter  framed 
I  with  wood  taken  from  the  first  Congregational 
]  Church  built  in  Kensington. 

I  Hezekiah  Winchel,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  born 
j  in  Windsor  June  20,  1697,  and  died  in  Kensington, 
'  Dec.  27,  1700.  He  wedded  ]Mary  Cole,  of  Farm- 
i  ington,  who  died  in  Blue  Hills.  New  Britain,  Jan. 
i  3,  1794.  He  removed  from  Windsor  to  Kensing- 
i  ton  April  27,  1752.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
i  tion,  and  he  built  what  was  for  many  years  known 
I  as  WinchelPs  ]\Iill.  now  the  chisel  shop  of  the  Hart 
:  ^ilanufacluring  Co.  A  petition  for  the  division 
■  of  the  parish  of  Kensington  in  the  town  of  Farm- 
!  ington  (not  granted)  was  signed  by  Solonion, 
'  Hezekiah  and  Hezekiah  A\'inchel,  Jr.  He  and  his 
I  wife  were  faithful  members  of  the  Church  of  Ken- 
!  smgton.  B\-  will  he  left  a  farm  to  each  of  his  three 
i  survivincr  sons. 

!        Solomon  Winchel,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  }darv 
j  (  Cole)  Winchel,  was  born  in  Kensington,  Feb.  3, 
I  1728,  and  died  Sept.  18,  178C.    Pie  was  a  clothier 
;  and  dresser  of  cloth,  and  also  engaged  in  the  mill- 
j  ing  business.    On  Aug.  23,  1753,  -he  was  married 
to  Sibyl  Hooker,  who  was  born  in  Kensington  in 
1725,  and  died  in  1820.    ^Ir.  Wincl-el  lived  in  a 
house  situated  west  of  and  opposite  to  the  residence 
I  of  Isaac  Porter.    Plis  father  bequeathed  him  the 
j  farm  owned  by  the  late  Jairus  \\'inchell. 

By  will  Hezekiah  Wincliel  left  to  his  son  Daniel 
;  a  farm  on  the  mountain  of  Kensington.    The  home 
:  of  tlie  latter  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  road 
I  a  few  rods  west  of  the  present  residence  of  Edward 
j  Carey.    Daniel  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  and  had  two  sons  in  the  service,  William  and 
Ira,  the  latter  of  whom  fell  at  Bunker  Plill.  His 
gun  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject. 

Solomon  Winchell,  Jr.,  the  great-grandfatlier 
of  our  subject,  and  the  son  of  Solomon,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Kensington  Jan.  30,  1755,  and  died  July 
I  2,  iSio.    For  thirty  years  he  followed  the  miller's 
trade  and  operated  a  mill  built  about  1720,  which. 
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\\a<  rini  as  a  qristinill  until  iSfij,  aiii!  ilu-n  >oKl 
to  the  i  lai  t  .Maiui i"acturin^-  Coinpa'iv.  ]  Ic  w  as  niar- 
ricil.  jiww  15.  178(1.  lo  lumicc  l)(MlittK'.  wIim  was 
l)(irn  in  Hcrliu  in  i,"*!^.  ami  liicd  I'cli. 
lie  was  again  manicd.  Jan.  30,  ij'U.  hi>  >i.x-t>nd 
VM\nu  W-\\\^  with  ChK'c  .\tkins.  of  iUandtoril.  Mass., 
who  was  horn  in  177^.  and  died  .Max  iS.  184S. 
TIk-  house  in  whieli  Stiionion  lived  is  still  stand- 
ing just  north  ol  the  old  mill  site. 

Jairus  W'inohell,  grandfather  of  our  snhject, 
was  born  in  Kensington  jnlv  24.  17^,14.  and  was  a 
larnier  by  oeeu|:ation.  He  was  over  six  feet  tall. 
During  the  war  of  hr  entered  tl:e  -vrvi  x.  .ind 

was  stalionetl  at  .\ew  London.  Conn.  Later  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  He 
married  Cecelia  W'eldon.  whe)  was  born  in  1709 
in  lierlin.  and  whose  father  was  a  minister.  She 
died  .April  -'5.  1849.  and  he  jiassed  away  C)ot.  16, 
1879.  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  South 
burying-ground  of  Kensington. 

Eli  \Vinchell.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Kensington  Jan.  4.  1824,  and  throughout  life 
followed  tl:e  occupation  of  farming  with  good  suc- 
cess, becoming  a  large  land  owner.  He  cast  his 
ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  held  several 
town  ofiices,  but  never  took  a  verv  active  ])art  in 
political  affairs.  Un  April  4.  1850.  he  married 
I\liss  Lucinda  Goodrich,  of  Rockv  Hill,  a  daughter 
or  Marvin  Goodrich,  a  farmer  and  mason.  She 
was  born  July  5,  1S29,  and  died  June  20,  1883,  sur- 
viving her  husband  but  two  da_\-s,  his  death  occur- 
ing  June  18,  18S3.  Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
South  burying-ground  of  Kensington. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm.  Sherman  W'in- 
cliell,  subject  of  this  review,  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Kensington,  and 
later  attended  the  grammer  school  of  Xew  Britain. 
His  school  days  over,  he  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twentv  commenced  work 
in  the  chisel  shop  of  the  Hart  Manufacturing  Co., 
of  Kensington,  wdiere  he  remained  about  a  year, 
but  not  being  pleased  with  his  employment  he  again 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
old  homestead.  In  1878  he  and  his  father  erected 
thereon  a  commodious  and  pleasant  residence,  with 
all  modem  improvements,  and,  being  surrounded 
by  a  beautiful  lawn,  it  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive homes  of  the  locality.  .\s  an  agriculturist 
Mr.  Winchell  lias  met  with  well-deserved  success, 
and  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  highly-esteemed 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  community,  but  is  also 
one  of  its  most  substantial  farmers.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held 
several  minor  offices.  He  and  his  wife  attend  tiie 
Kensington  Congregational  Church. 

On  Dec.  25,  1877.  Mr.  Winchell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Jones,  who  was  born 
April  29,  1853,  in  New  York  City,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  Jones,  the  former  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winchell  have  had  two  children: 


i  Lillian,  liorn  Ajiril  1871),  dictl  March  i,  1898, 
j  and  her  death  was  a  sad  blow  to  loving  parents 
j  and  many  frieiid<  :  she  was  a  very  bright  girl,  music- 
{  ally  inclined,  and  was  educated  in  the  Kensingt'Mi 
I  schools.  ]!)eios  Ii'win.  born  Dec.  30,  1880,  was  edu- 
catedi  m  the  scliools  of  Kensington  and  Xew  Brit- 
ain, a:ul  is  now  at  home  with  his  parents. 

JOSEPH  ALl'.lSTOX,  one  of  Manchester's 
successful  farmers,  is  a  son  i-f  Rev.  Jvoger  Albiston, 
a  MetlMdist  clergyman,  who  settled  in  .Manchester 
in.  1854,  when  Joscjih  was  a  boy  of  five  years.  He 
".a-  ;i  f  ;rn;cr,  a.i  v.  ell  as  a  p-reacher.  He  wa^  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  (our  subject's  mother)  be- 
ing La\inia  liowker.  By  her  he  had  six  children, 
Josejih  being  the  fourth.  'I'hc  others  were:  Roger 
W  .,  at  Xew  Bedford,  Mass.;  Johii  B.,  now  living 
at  -Xew  Britam  :  Lavinia.  for  several  years  a  teacher 
in  the  Manch.ester  public  schools,  but  now  deceased; 
Esther  -\.,  of  .Xew  liritain  ;  and  James  H..  also  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  ^Manchester.  Rev.  Roger 
Albiston's  second  wife  was  ]Mrs.  Irene  Loveland, 
of  Glastonbury.  He  died  in  East  Glastonburx',  in 
1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  his  widow 
then  went  to  live  with  her  son  in  Glastonbury,  wdiere 
she  still  makes  her  home. 

Jose])li  Albiston  was  born  April  14,  1849,  in  the 
town  of  Mansfield,  Tolland  county,  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  such  as  were  afforded 
by  the  public  schools  of  [Manchester.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  on  tlieir  farm  until  his 
marriage,  to  Miss  Rose  M.  Averv,  which  took  place 
Sept.  I,  1875,  he  being  then  twenty-six  years  old. 
The  first  years  of  his  married  life  were  devoted  to 
farming.  His  father  being  well  advanced  in  years, 
he  then  returned  to  the  paternal  domicile,  assumed 
the  management  of  the  farm,  and  has  lived  there 
ever  since.  Here  his  first  wife  died  in  1885,  leav- 
ing two  daughters,  Gertrude  L.  and  Martha  A.  In 
1888  he  married  Miss  Ella  M.  Griswold,  of  Man- 
chester. The  property,  which  is  now  his,  embraces 
twenty  acres  of  the  best  land  in  Hartford  county, 
is  higlilv  improved,  and  is  one  of  the  very  few 
farms  in  the  county  which  is  irrigated.  IVlr.  Al- 
biston devoted  himself  almost  wdiolly  to  fruit  cul- 
ture, in  wdiich  he  has  been  eminently  successful, 
raising  some  of  the  choicest  fruits  and  vegetables 
that  come  upon  the  market.  • 

CYPRIAX  H.  HART  is  a  native  of  Bristol, 
Hartford  county,  born  March  10,  1830,  son  of  Joel 
and  Sarah  (  Bowers  )  Hart,  who  liad  a  family  of 
six  children :  Lucy,  Xaiicy,  Sabina,  Calvin,  Cyp- 
rian H.  and  .-Mmon.  Of  this  family  Cyprian  H. 
is  the  only  survivor. 

When  our  subject  was  eight  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Xew  Britain,  but  five  years 
afterward  returned  to  their  old  h.onie,  where  the 
father  died  in  1844.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
Cyprian  H.  Hart  found  himself  obliged  to  begin 
tlie  battle  of  life  in  earnest,  and  his  first  experience 
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was  at  lUirlington.  where  l.o  worked  during  one 
suiniucr  for  seven  dollars  ]K'r  month.  From  there 
lie  went  to  the  town  of  Xewington.  where  he  worked 
during  the  sueceeding  winter  lor  Oliver  Riehards, 
reeeiving  only  h.is  hi^iard  way  of  compensation, 
although  he  was  i"iermiUi.ii  ti)  aUend  the  district 
school.  In  llic  sprmg.  there  iK'ing  no  ses.^ion  of  the 
school  to  take  up  his  time,  he  received  eight  dol- 
lars per  month.  Becoming  dissatisfied,  he  deter- 
ii-ined  to  seek  better  fortune  in  the  town  of  Ply- 
nioulli.  whither  he  walked  all  the  way  from  Xew- 
ington.  as  his  s'.epder  ir.eans  would  not  permit  him 
to  indulge  in  anv  other  mode  of  locomotion.  There 
lit  secured  employment  with  a  clockmaker,  who 
paid  him  seven  dollars  a  month,  but  in  a  short  time 
lie  returned  to  Burlington.  There  he  found  work 
with  a  maker  of  baby  carriages  and  hand  sleds, 
from  whom  he  received  ten  dollars  per  month  and 
his  board.  From  Burlington  he  removed  to  South 
rvJeriden,  and  there  for  five  years  was  employed 
in  a  cutlery  establishment,  at  the  expiration  of  that 
period  going  to  Xew  Britain,  where  he  was  in  the 
service  of  the  Corbin  Manufacturing  Co.  four  years. 
His  next  departure  \\"as  the  purchase  of  a  farm 
of  114  acres,  eighty  of  wb.ich  he  still  owns,  and  on 
which  he  yet  makes  his  home. 

IMr.  Hart  was  married,  April  4,  1852.  to  ^Nliss 
Eliza  Perdue.  Thev  arc  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, the  elder  of  whom.  C.  C.  Hart,  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hart,  Wells  &  Co.,  wholesale  seeds- 
men of  W'ethersfield.  The  younger  son,  Arthur, 
is  also  a  merchant  in  the  sa:rie  town. 

Mr.  Hart  conducts  a  f;eneral  farm  and  dairy 
business,  in  which  he  has  h-^en  very  successful.  He 
is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  community, 
and  has  served  for  eighteen  years  as  selectman,  al- 
though not  continucusly.  his  first  election  having 
been  in  1871.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  Legislature,  in 
1863.    He  is  a  member  of  the  V\'ethersfield  Grange. 

NEWTOX  WELLES  BALDWIN'S  family, 
like  many  other  of  the  old  families  of  the  town  of 
Berlin,  is  of  English  descent.  His  grandfather, 
Ira  Merritt  Baldwin,  a  farmer,  was  a  native  of  Xew 
Hartford,  and  married  Rhoda  Welles,  of  Xewing- 
ton,  whose  familv  owned  extensive  tracts  of  land 
in  the  West.  Both  are  deceased,  and  both  have 
their  last  resting-place  in  Berlin. 

Xewton  Henry  Baldwin,  one  of  eight  children 
of  Ira  Merritt  Baldwin,  and  the  father  of  Xewton 
Welles  Baldwin,  was  born  in  Kensington,  April  19, 
1842.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  at  tlie  Edward  Robbins 
private  school  in  the  same  town.  He  was  reared 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1862 
enlisted,  together  with  his  brother  Ira,  in  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  25th  Connecticut  X'olunteers,  a  nine- 
months'  regiment.  His  experience  in  the  life  of  a 
soldier  was  in  camp  in  East  Xew  York,  from  which 
point  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Louisiana,  wdiere 


j  it  took  part  in  some  severe  engagements.  His 
brother  received  several  woimils,  but  he  himself 
passed  through  his  term  of  service  iniscathed.  After 
being  mustered  out  at  Hartford  he  returned  to  the 
paternal  farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  father's  death.  Some  seventeen  years  ago  he 
purc'iirtsed  135  acres  of  land  from  Albert  X'iberts, 
on  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  having  left  the  Democratic  party 
n;an\'  years  ago.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  constable,  and  is  deservedly  held 
in  high  esteem  in  tlie  community,  no  less  for  the 
uprightness  of  his  character  than  on  account  of  the 
keenness  of  his  intellect  and  tlie  soundness  of  his 
judgment.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  as  well  as  his 
older  children,  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 

2\Ir.  Baldwin  married  Ellen  M.  Hurlburt,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Clarissa  (Langdon)  Hurl- 
burt. She  was  born  in  Kensington,  where  both  her 
parents  are  buried.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Baldwin  are  the 
parents  of  eleven  children :  Ira  [Merritt,  X'ewton 
Welles,  George  Hurlburt,  Julius.  Rhoda  Antoinette 
(deceased),  Delia  Angeline,  Wilbur,  Lena  \"iberts, 
Laura,  Ellen  and  Reuben. 

Xewton  Welles  Baldwin,  the  second  in  this 
family,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1870,  at  Kensington. 
In  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  Third  District 
school  of  Kensington,  his  preceptors  being  ^liss 
Alice  Peck,  Zana  Stocking,  Inez  Upson,  and  James 
Roche,  now  Judge  Roche,  of  Xew  Britain,  a  pop- 
ular and  successful  lawyer.  He  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  farm,  and  on  ^larch  23.  1892,  six  months 
before  his  twenty-second  birthday,  was  married  to 
Miss  Carrie,  a  daughter  of  Harry  and  Lizzie  r^Iead, 
I  who  was  born  in  Xew  York  City.  May  7,  1873.  He 
i  has  been  a  successful  business  man.  industry  and 
I  probity,  energy  and  perseverance  having  character- 
!  ized  his  career  from  the  outset.  Although  yet  a 
young  rnan,  his  fellow  townsmen  have  shown  their 
confidence  in  his  worth  by  twice  electing  him  to 
ofhce,  having  chosen  him  constable  in  1897,  and 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1898.  The  last  named  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  bought  his  present  home 
in  1894,  a  fertile,  well-cultivated  farm  of  sixty-six 
acres,  on  which  he  raises  a  large  quantity  of  produce, 
besides  considerable  live  stock,  in  the  propagation 
1  and  rearing  of  which,  as  in  all  his  other  under- 
takings, he  has  met  with  remarkable  success.  In 
the  winter  months  he  dresses  stock,  which  he  sells 
through  the  surrounding  country.  For  two  years 
I  past  he  has  also  conducted  a  milk  business,  an;l  in 
October,  1898,  was  given  the  agency  of  the  Bradley 
Fertilizer  Co.,  of  Boston.  He  has  quite  a  reputa- 
tion as  an  honest  dealer  in  fanc\'  new  milch  cows, 
of  which  he  handles  a  large  number.  In  connection 
with  his  farming  interests  he  has  been  in  this  busi- 
ness four  years,  and  is  becoming  known  in  Berlin 
and  surrounding  towns  as  "Young  Baldwin  the  cow 
trader." 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  seen  that 
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Mr.  raUlwiii  is  a  w  ung  ir.an  cf  remarkable  activity 
and  cner<;\-.  lie  is  essciUially  a  self-niade  man, 
Iiavin;_r  coiriiueiiced  the  battle  of  lite  for  bimself 
while  a  mere  youth  of  twenty  )ear>,  without  other 
capital  than  a  elear  brain,  indoniitsble  purpose,  a 
sound  ]ihy>ique,  and  a  hii;li  sense  of  moral  recti- 
tude. All  tiiat  iie  has  he  owes  to  his  own  tireless 
industry  and  i;o>ul  business  sense.  Doth  himself 
and  Mrs.  r.aUlwin  are  consistent  and  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  Bald- 
win is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  In  politics 
his  affiliation  has  always  l;>een  with  the  Re^iublican 
party. 

JAMES  DLIXX  Rl-.blD.  It  is  to  chance  that 
the  town  of  llerlin  is  indebted  lor  one  of  its  most 
estimable  citizens.  As  an  Hnglish  lad  of  twenty- 
two  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  1859.  made 
an  excursion  trip  from  his  home  to  Liverpool,  and 
while  there  an  acquaintance  pursuaded  him  to  em- 
bark for  America. 

Our  suDject  was  born  July  18,  1837,  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, England,  about  sixty  miles  from  London, 
a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (AMiaffies)  Reed. 
The  father,  born  in  1804,  was  a  wholesale  and  retail 
butcher,  supplyiiig  the  London  markets,  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years :  the  mother  sur- 
vived until  1885,  both  dying  in  England.  James 
B.  Reed  attended  the-  public  schools  cf  England  to 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  then  for  two  terms  was  a 
pupil  in  the  Xewport  high  school,  and  later  took 
special  instrttction  in  night  school.  Elis  father 
wished  him  to  continue  his  studies,  but  the  boy's 
tastes  were  for  work.  He  acquired  his  father's 
trade,  and  worked  at  it  until  his  departure,  Sept. 
5,  1859,  America,  in  the  "'Benjamin  Adams.'' 
They  had  a  stormy  passage,  one  of  the  roughest 
voyages  within  the  experience  of  the  sea-faring 
captain,  but  fmally  reached  Xew  York.  For  a 
time  the  friendless  emigrant  boy  worked  in  a  meat- 
market  in  Xew  A'ork,  and  he  held  various  tempor- 
ary positions  until  Febuary,  i860,  wdien  he  came  to 
Newington.  Hartford  Co..  Conn.  For  two  years 
he  worked  on  the  farm  of  Deacon  Whittlesey,  after 
which  he  rented  the  Charfes  Francis  farm  for  one 
year,  and  then  the  Henry  Butler  farm,  for  five  years. 
In  1871  he  became  a  renter  of  the  IMrs.  Emily  Bower 
farm,  in  Kensington,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
Then,  after  renting  successively  the  Horace  Dun- 
ham farm  for  a  year,  and  the  Edward  Cowdes  farm 
for  five  years,  he  in  1880  came  to  "Lower  Lane," 
Berlin,  and  purchased  the  W.  Xorton  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in 
active  farm  life.  He  has  greatly  improved  his 
property,  constructed  barns  and  sheds,  and  now 
owns  and  operates  a  most  excellent  farm,  raising 
general  products. 

Mr.  Reed  was  married,  Xov.  13,  1S61,  in  Xew- 
ington,  to  Miss  Eliza  Kcyes,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  to  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  liorn  six 
children:    Elizabeth  Amelia,  wife  of  William  S. 


Brandegee,  of  I'erlin  ;  Annie,  who  tlied.,  aged  three 
months:  Jean  Marv.  Emma  Louise,  ancl  Anna,  all 
three  at  b.ome:  and  ( "ic^rge  James,  an  art-student 
in  ^culpture  at  liartf  ird.  Mr.  Ri.ed,  oiu"  subject, 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Clun-ch. 

HOX.  LOUIS  J.  Ml'LLER  is  one  of  the  pros- 
perous \i-ung  men  of  Xew  Britain,  who  has  been 
not  onl}-  successful  in  bis  lousiness  ati'airs,  but  has 
attained  considerable  emineiice  in  the  jniblic  and 
social  rcl:itions  of  life.  He  is  a  native  of  the  citv 
of  BreuT^n,  Germanv.  born  Jan.  20.  1856.  son  of 
John  !}ilLilIer,  and  'grauvlson  of  [Michael  Muller.  a 
native  of  Bavaria.  The  grandfather,  ]\[ichael  Mul- 
ler. was  a  weaver  bv  trade,  and  was  sm-icrvisor  for 
his  brother,  John,  a  wenlthv  man.  who  was  the 
owner  of  manv  looms.  The  Mtillers  were  one  of 
the  leading  families  of  Bavaria,  and  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  the  wife  of  Michael  ^Muller. 
w'as  a  graduate  of  Erlangen  College.  ^Michael  ^lul- 
ler  died  in  Germany. 

John  Muller.  father  of  our  sttbject,  was  born  in  - 
Bavaria  about  1821,  and  there  received  a  thorntich 
education.    Pie  learned  the  trade   of   his  fatb.er, 
traveling  extensivelv  throutrhout  Bavaria  and  Aus- 
tria as  a  weaver.    He  enlisted  in  the  German  arinv 
j  for  the   Schleswig-ITolstein  war.  and  during  bis 
I  term  of  service  acquired  the  trade  of  cigarmaker, 
i  which  he  followed  for  a  time  in  Bremen,  wdiere  he 
I  married  ^^liss  Sophia  !Myer.    In  i860,  with  his  wife 
j  and  family,  he  emigrated  to  America,  establish- 
I  ine  a  cigar  business  in  X'^ew  York,  which  he  con-  ' 
j  ducted  until  the  spring  of  1866.    He  then  removed 
I  to  Cromwell,  and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
■  Kirby       Companv,  engacring  extensivelv    in    the  ' 
I  manufacture  of  cigars    and    tobacco-packin£r.  In 
i  1 87 1  he  removed  to  X'ew  Britain,  wdiere  he  e-^tab- 
'\  lished  a  cjear  factory,  and  operated  it  until  1877, 
]  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  his  son,  Louis  J.,  our 
I  subject.    John  ]Muller  was  a  man  of  energy  and 
good  business  ability.    In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat.   He  had  six  children  wdio  reached  maturity, 
two  sons  and  four  daucrhters,  as  follows :  Jennie. 
!  wdio  married  Herman  \\'itte,  a  foreman  of  West- 
I  field;  Henrietta,  wife  of  Charles  Wilte,  a  veteri- 
\  nary  surgeon;  Louis  J. ;  Augusta,  wife  of  Paul  R. 
1  A'ogelgesang ;  Annie,  wife  of  J.  C.  Lincoln,  a  coal 
I  dealer;  and  William  G.,  a  vocal  teacher.  John 
;  ?\[uller.  the  father,  died  in  1S80,  his  widow  in  1893. 
j       Louis  J.  ?\Iuller    was    four   years    old  when 
I  brought  by  his  parents  across  the  ocean  to  the  new 
j  land.    He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  on 
j  X'orth  }^Ioore  street,  Xew  York  City,  and  was  grad- 
!  uated  from  the  academy  at  Cromwell,  wdiich  has 
since  become  a  public  school.    Our  subject  was 
j  an  apt  pupil,  and  when  at  the  age  of  fifteen  bis 
'  schijol  days  ended  lie  was  well  equipped  mentally 
!  for  the  battle  of  life.    His  education  has  been  con- 
I  tinuous  from  bovhood  through  the  extensive  coiu'se 
of  reading  he  has  followed,  in  history,  m  current 
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literature  aiul  in  events  of  tlie  day.  Entering-  tlie 
cigar  factory  of  his  failicr  in  1874,  at  Cromwell,  he 
readily  acquired  the  trade,  and  in  1876  went  to 
New  York  as  a  salesman  of  leaf  tobacco.  Iveturn- 
ing  home  he  gave  active  attention  to  the  cigar  man- 
ufacturing trade  of  his  fatiicr,  and  the  latter  soon 
sliified  to  his  young  and  capable  shoulders  the  en- 
tire business.  Mr.  Muller  has  applied  himself  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  to  tlie  work,  and  has  long  since 
established  his  footing  as  one'  of  the  most  efficient 
young  business  men  of  the  city.  He  has  erected 
a  new  factory,  and  now  en.ipioys  about  twentv  men 
in  tliC  mamilactiuc  IL;. d.j.  a:id  dor.vjstic  cigars. 
Without  neglecting  his  business  he  has  mingled 
prominently  in  the  political  affairs  of  New  Britain, 
liis  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  was  successively  elected  to  the  Legislature 
in  1889,  1891  and  1893,  during  his  service  acting  as 
clerk  of  tlie  committee  on  Capitol  I'urn.iture  and 
Grounds,  one  of  the  most  important  committees  of 
that  body.  He  also  served  for  six  years  as  member  of 
the  school  board,  being  elected  in  1891  and  again  in 
1893.  In  whatever  work  or  duty  he  undertakes, 
Mr.  Aluller  applies  himself  to  a  whole-souled  de- 
gree, and  the  public  attairs  which  thus  received  his 
attention  were  most  commendably  conducted. 

jNIr.  Midler  is  a  large  social  factor  in  the  city. 
He  is  affiliated  with  many  of  the  local  orders  and 
fraternities,  including  the  Elks,  and  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  both  lodge  and  encampment,  Rebckah  and  uni- 
formed degree,  serving  for  two  years  as  captain  of 
the  latter.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Red  ^len,  and  of  the  Turner  Society, 
The  Gentleman's  Driving  and  \\  heel  Club,  and 
Putnam  Phalanx. 

In  1882  ]Mr.  Muiler  married  ]\Iiss  Louise  Sier- 
ing,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  thev  have  three  children : 
Louise,  ]Maud  and  ^largaret.  The  family  are 
members  o£  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Xew  Britain.  The  record  of  Mrs.  ^luUer's  family 
■will  be  found  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Vs'ili- 
iam  Siering,  elsewhere. 

EDWARD  KILLA^I,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Thompsonville,  and  a  prominent  represeritative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Enfield,  was  born  in 
that  town  X^ov.  9,  1829,  a  son  of  Henry  and- Abigail 
(Pease)  Killam. 

■  Mr.  Killaiu  comes  of  Puritan  stock,  and  both  his 
grandfathers  fouglit  for  An-ierican  independence  in 
the  Revoluticnarv  war.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Eliphalet  Killam.  was  a  native  of  Enfield,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Pfe  traced  his  ancestry  back 
through  Lot  and  James  Killam,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Enfield,  and  a  descendant  of  Austin  Killam, 
of  Salem,  Mass.,  the  founder  of  the  Killam  family  in 
America.  All  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  who  have 
been  residents  of  Enfield  were  farmers,  and  his 
father  and  grandfather  both  owned  a  large  tract  of 
land  on  Enfield  street,  now  divided  into  lots  and 


small   farms.      The  grandfather  married  Submit 
Al)l)e,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children,  as  fol- 
lows:   Lot:  Eliphalet;  'J'abitha,  wife  of  John  Olm- 
sted; Jemima,  wife  of  James  Ingraham;  George; 
j  Submit,  wile  of  John  Abbe;   Henry;  Timothy; 
I  Sarah,  wife  of  Roswell  Abbe  ;  and  James.    Oi  these, 
j  Henry  Killam,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  on  Enfield  street,  Oct.  15, 
1780,  and  died  Sept.  28,  1S63.    In  early  n-ianhood 
he  married  Abigail   Pease,  daughter  of  I^dward 
Pease,  wdio  was  a  descendant  of  John  Pease,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Enfield.  Eleven  children  were 
liorn  of  tl:is  -union :  Plarriet,  wife  of  George  W. 
Lloyd ;  Evaline,  wife  of  Theodore  Pease ;  Abigail, 
wife  of  Samuel  Bidwell ;  Ann,  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Farnham ;  Flenry ;  James;  Julia,  wife  of  John  Rob- 
I  inson  ;  Edward;  Eliphalet;  Frederick;  and  William, 
\       Edward  Killam,  our  subject,  passed  his  boyhood 
I  and  vouth  on  the  old  homestead,  and  received  a 
common-school  and  academic  education.    In  early- 
life  he  started  out  to  niake  his  own  way  in  the 
world  as  a  peddler  of  tinware,  and  followed  that 
vocation  for  five  years  with  good  success,  although 
he  began  business  with  a  wdfip  and  fifty  cents  as 
capital.    In  1854  he  removed  to  Woodstock,  Wind- 
ham Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
resided  until  1S76.    He  then  returned  to  Enfield, 
and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dealer  in  fruits  and  vegetables  in  Thompsonville. 

Mr.  Killam  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Plannah  Child,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Almira  (Holmes)  Child,  of  Woodstock,  Conn., 
and  a  second  cousin  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  the 
poet.  Two  children  were  born  of  that  union: 
Charles  H. ;  and  Julia  E.,  wife  of  Burdette  Rowlee. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Killam  wedded  IMiss  Mary 
R.  Alden,  daughter  of  Seth  and  ]\Iary  Ann  (Grover) 
Alden,  of  Enfield,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Capt. 
John  and  Priscilla  (]Mullen)  Alden,  who  came  to 
Plymouth,  ^lass.,  in  1620,  in  the  "Mayflower." 
PJoth  Mr.  and  Airs.  Killam  hold  membership  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Enheld,  and  are  justly 
deserving  of  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are 
uniformly  held.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  served  as  clerk  of  School 
District  Xo.  2,  of  Enfield,  for  about  ten  years.  He 
bears  a  high  character  for  sterling  integrity,  and 
his  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 

GARRETT  WORTPIIXGTOX  SMITH,  a 
dealer  in  sporting  goods,  bicycles,  etc.,  and  one  of 
Southington's  enterprising  business  men,  was  born 
in  Plymouth,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Dec.  12,  1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  P.yington  and  Fannie  E. 
(Morey)  Smith,  natives  of  Xaugatuck  and  Kent, 
Conn.,  respectively. 

Mr.  Smith's  paternal  grandfather,  Horace  Smith, 
was  also  a  native  of  Xaugatuck,  and  a  blacksmith 
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and  maoliinist  hy  trade.  He  was  ilio  originator  of 
tlic  wood  back  Mispciulor  l)mion.  and  was  ..iiio  of  the 
first  manufacturers  of  huttons  in  Xew  England, 
being  engaged  in  that  business  lor  several  vears. 
11c  niarrictl  Tolly  W'eb.xter,  of  Southington.  '  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  Alfred  ^lorev, 
of  Kent.  Litchfield  county.  I'rcderiek  15.  Smitii, 
tlie  father  of  c  ur  subject,  w  as  reared  in  Xaugatuck, 
and  in  early  life  learned  the  machinist's  trade.  In 
1880  lie  located  in  the  Milldale  District  of  South- 
ington. where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  18S7.  His  children  were 
Garrett  W. :  .Mattie  M.,  wife  of  Eben  V.  Francis: 
JJenjamin  E.  ;  and  Aurcu 

In  his  native  State  our  subject  grew  to  manhood, 
and  was  proviiled  with  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation. He  began  bis  business  career  as  a  shop 
hand  in  the  bolt  shop  of  Clark  Brothers.  Milldale, 
where  he  was  employed  for  three  years,  and  in  18S4 
entered  the  employ  of  the  F*cck.  Stow  &  Wilcox 
Co.,  remaining  with  them  on  day  and  contract  work 
until  1893.  On  Sept.  29,  of  that  year,  he  embarked 
in  his  present  business  in  Southington,  and  has 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  trade.  Ke  is  an  en- 
ergetic and  progressive  business  man.  and  the  suc- 
cess that  he  has  achieved  is  certainly  well  merited. 

On  Sept.  20,  1894.  ^Ir.  Smith  married  ]\Iiss 
Allene  M.  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  and  ]May 
Brown,  of  Xewark.  X.  J.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Frederick  and  Fannie,  twins,  and  flattie 
Inland.  In  his  political  affiliations  !Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  most  capably  served  as  constable 
of  Southington  two  years.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church. 

AAROX  COOK,  Jr.,  is  a  well  and  favorably 
known  resident  of  the  town  of  [Manchester,  and  a 
son  of  Aaron  Cook,  Sr.,  who  in  his  early  years  was 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  this  section  of  Hart- 
ford county  in  both  business  anu  public  circles. 
Maj.  Aaron  Cook,  the  founder  of  this  family  in 
America,  was  an  officer  in  the  British  army,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  also  named  Aaron. 

Aaron  Cook,  Sr.,  was  born  Dec.  7,  180S,  at 
Ashford,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  and  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade  wifh  his  father,  following  same 
in  his  native  place  for  a  number  of  years.  On  June 
3,  1837,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  [Miss 
Mabel  Lyman,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Lyman,  and 
in  1839  they  removed  to  ^^lanchester  Green,  where 
Mr.  Cook  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  in  connection 
with  his  father-in-law,  who  about  the  year  1820 
invented  the  first  cast-iron  plough.  About  1830 
he  had  invented  a  cast-iron  hub  for  wagons,  etc.. 
and  they  manufactured  hubs  and  ploughs  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  building  wdiich  they  used  as 
a  factory  standing  to-day  in  Aaron  Cook's  yard  ; 
it  is  now  used  as  a  storehouse.  The  partnership 
lasted  until  1854,  when  Mr.  Cook  embarkerl  in 
business  with  Patent  Fitch,  working  granite  and 


stone  quarries  in  IVilton.  In  18(14  he  sold  bis  in- 
terest in  this  line  to  ."^elli  TcKlen,  ami  returned  lo 
the  farm  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  wliere  the 
family  had  been  living  during  this  period.  In 
liis  connection  with  dilterent  interests  in  and  around 
Hartfortl  countv  Mr.  Cook  became  widely  known, 
and  gained  an  enviable  position  among  the  able 
and  Miccessfnl  business  men  C)f  his  day,  and  his 
good  judgment  and  efficiency  made  him  the  choice 
of  the  pcoi)le  as  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature on  three  different  occasions.  He  also  served 
several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  his 
career  nr-  a  public  ofhcial  gave  evidence  of  the  high 
order  of  execuiive  ability  wliich  marked  hi^  man- 
agement of  his  private  affairs,  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  incumbencies  with  credit  to  himself 
and  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  liis  constituents. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Republican.  Fra- 
ternally he  held  membership  for  many  years  in 
the  [Masonic  and  Ckld  Fellows  societies,  belong- 
ing to  [Manchester  Lodge,  Xo.  73,  A.  F.  &  A.  [M. 
In  religious  connection  he  was  a  member  of  the 
[Manchester  Center  Congregational  Church.  To 
Aaron  and  [Mabel  (Lyman)  Cook  were  born  four 
children:  [Mabel,  who  died  in  1896:  Aaron,  Jr.; 
Benjamin  L.,  living  in  X'ew  York  City,  who  holds 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  salesroom  of 
the  Xonotuck  Silk  [Mills,  of  Florence,  [Mass. :  and 
[Mary  E.,  born  in  1856.  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
[M.  Williams,  of  [Manchester.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  [Mr. 
Cook  attained  the  age  of  ninetv  years  and  six 
xiionths,  and  died  at  the  old  home  in  [Manchester 
June  19,  1899,  honorea  and  esteemed  bv  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  wdiom  he  had 
gathered  about  him  in  his  long  and  useful  life. 

Aaron  Cook,  Jr.,  the  eighth  of  the  name  in 
direct  line,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1842,  on  the  farm 
in  the  town  of  Alanchester,  wdiere  he  still' makes 
his  home,  and  he  received  his  education  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  birthplace,  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  and  [Manchester  Academy.  When 
twenty-two  years  of  age  he  entered  the  machine 
shop  of  Keeney  Bros.,  at  [Manchester  Green,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  and  then  for  three  years 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Eyelet  Co.,  at 
Hartford.  Returning  to  [Manchester  he  took  up 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  continued  for  ten 
vears,  resuming  work  at  his  trade  of  machinist 
with  the  Colt's  Arms  Co.,  Hartford,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1S96.  He  has  since  been  occupied 
with  the  care  of  his  farm,  which  is  a  very  de- 
sirable tract  of  thirty  acres,  well  improved,  and 
yielding  him  a  good  income.  Like  his  father,  he 
has  always  taken  his  i)lacc  among  the  best  citi- 
zens of  the  community,  but  he  is  not  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs  beyond  casting  his  vote  and  giving  his 
influence  to  matters  which  concern  the  local  wel- 
fare. His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  On  Sept.  i,  1862,  Mr.  Cook  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  25th  Conn.  V.  I.,  was  mustered  in 
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;it  IhutKinl,  aiul  saw  active  service  in  llic  eiii^^a^e- 
meiu  at  Irish  lleml.  sieqe  of  Port  Ihulson,  in  wliich 
vicinity  lie  remained  six  months,  and  hiter  at 
1  \tna!dsonville.  lie  was  iionorahly  discharged  Aug. 

i8'',^  at  Hartforil,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant, 
but  was  acting-  orderly  sergeant.  Frateriia'lv  Mr. 
Cook  is  a  hVeeniason.  ho'.iHng  memliers'.up  with 
Mancliestcr  Lodge,  W).  73,  of  .Mancliester.  of  which 
lie  is  past  master,  h.aving  served  tliree  vears  as 
master  of  tliat  body. 

On  Sept.  17,  1867,  Mr.  Cook  was  married  to 
Miss  Ilattie  J.  Richards^in,  and  tliey  ha\e  had 
children  as  f(^!'  w- ;    Tvl!-'  .  '    •  .1,  1870,  is 

a  teacher  in  the  kindergarten  schools  of  East  Hart- 
ford. IVank  Aaron,  born  ^larch  J4,  1872,  is  fore- 
man in  the  plant  of  the  Hartford  Cycle  Co.,  and  re- 
sides in  East  Hartford.  Richard  G.,.  born  Sept. 
I,  1873,  is  a  machinist  in  the_  machine  shops  of  the 
Colt's  Arms  Co.,  Hartford;  he  is  a  first-class  ma- 
chinist and  has  had  charge  as  foreman  of  a  num- 
ber of  shops  in  diti'erent  cities.  Arthur,  born  Oct. 
24,  1874,  is  proprietor  of  the  Lyman  Spring  Soda 
Works,  bottles  mineral  waters  and  soda  in  all 
flavors,  and  also  owns  a  steam  cider-mill,  manu- 
facturing pure  apple  cider  and  cider  vinegar. 

JOSEPH  E.  CARROLL,  one  of  East  Hart- 
ford's leading  contractors  and  builders,  has  for 
more  than  tliirty-five  years  successfully  followed 
carpentering  in  the  town  of  his  nativitv  and  youth. 
He  has  become  one  of  the  town's  best  citizens, 
building  up  a  most  excellent  business,  and  dis- 
playing those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  are 
ever  the  foundation  and  the  guide  of  good  citi- 
zenship. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  born  at  Burnside  (then  Scot- 
land), Hartford  county,  ]\larcli  21,  1848,  son  of 
Joseph  and  ^lary  (Hefifern)  Carroll,  a  sketch  of 
whose  lives  appear  elsewhere.  Our  subject  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  later  the  East  Hart- 
ford high  school,  when  Joseph  O.  Huriburt  was  one 
of  its  teachers.  His  school  days  ended  when  he 
was  sixteen  and  he  immediately  began  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  three  years  at  the  trade  of  joiner, 
with  his  brother-in-law,  I'atrick  Garvan.  For  his 
services  he  received  the  first  year  fifty  dollars  and 
board ;  the  second  vear  one  hundred  dollars  and 
board ;  and  the  third  year  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars and  board.  At  tne  conclusion  of  his  apprentice- 
ship he  began  working  for  his  old  employer  at  two 
dollars  and  a  half  per  day.  From  an  ordinary 
workman,  young  as  he  was,  Mr.  Carroll  soon  be- 
came the  foreman  for  his  brother-in-law,  at  a  sal- 
ary of  four  dollars  per  day.  He  developed  rare 
ability  in  planning  and  directing  work,  and  in  the 
disposition  of  his  men.  After  remaining  with  Mr. 
Garvan  for  twelve  or  more  years,  our  subject  be- 
gan business  for  himself.  He  has  since  then  been 
actively  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  houses, 
the  field  of  his  operations  having  been  mainly  in 
East  Hartford,  ])ut  he  also  does  considerable  work 


in  Hartford.  Mr.  Carroll  employs  a  mnnber  of 
men.  and  oversees  the  work,    lie  has  built  many 

j  of  the  homes  in  l-",ast  Hartford.  His  own  sub- 
stantial home  on  Centra!  avenue,  lu'ist  Hartford, 
he  built  in  1876,  when  there  were  tmly  three  limises 
on  that  street,  and  there  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  i^  a  skillful  mechanic,  and  his  w^irk  lla^  al- 
ways been  strictly  honorable  am!  honest.  His 
sterling  and  upright  character,  combined  with  his 
energy  and  ability,  have  made  his  business  highlv 

j  successful,  and  he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 

!  competence. 

!        Mr.  Carroll  was  marrieil.  Xov.  23,  1874.  to  Mi'^s 

I  Lizzie  Alaher.  of  Manchester,  who  was  born  in 
that  town    Sept.   15,   1852,  daugliter  of  Patrick 

j  Maher.  To  Mr.  and  r^Irs.  Carroll  have  been  born 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  cliildhood;  those 
surviving  are  Louis  J.,  a  student  at  tlie  Flartford 
Seminary;  William  E.,  Alabel  A.,  John  F.,  Alice 
G.,  Robert  L.  and  Mary  J.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll 
are  members  of  St.  Clary's  Catholic  Church  at 
East  Hartford.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Democrat ;  he  has  served  as  assessor  in  his  native 
town,  and  in  every  sense  commands  the  confidence 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Influenced 
in  his  childhood  by  the  teachings  of  a  good  Chris- 
tian mother,  taught  early  in  life  the  distinction 
between  right  and  wrong,  he  has  fulfilled  the 
promise  of  his  careful  training  and  become  one  of 
the  town's  good  citizens,  establishing  a  name  and  a 
character  above  question,  evincing  a  commendable 

:  interest  in  enterprises  of  public  welfare,  winning" 
that  competence  which  his  active  mind,  his  in- 
dustrious habits,  and  his  sterling  principles  made 
doubly  surje.  He  was  a  poor  boy,  but  has  become 
one  of  the  town's  most  prominent  residents. 

JL'LIUS  G.  DICKIXSOX,  a  well-known  gen- 
;  eral  merchant  of  East  Granby,  is  a  man  whose 
\  sound  common  sense  and  vigorotis,  able  manage- 
ment of  his  aft'airs  have  been  important  factors  in 
his  success,  and  with  his  undoubted  integritv  of 
character  have  given  him  an  honorable  position 
'  among  his  fellow  men. 

!  Mr.  Dickinson  was  born  in  Marlboro,  Hart- 
ford county,  Jan.  i,  1855,  ^'''^  belongs  to  a  family 
of  English  descent,  which  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  in  that  section.  Nathan  Dickin.son,  the 
great-grandfather  'of  our  subject,  lived  in  Marl- 
Ixjro,  and  was  a  farmer,  occupying,  the  farm  now 

j  owned  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dutton,  sister  of  our  sub- 
ject. Xathan  Dickinson  was  married  three  times. 
By  his  first  wife,  who  died  shortly  after  marriage, 
he  had  no  children.    By  his  second  wife,  Mehitable, 

!  lie  had  three  children :     Mehitable,  who  married 

!  (first)  a  Mr.  Chapman,  (second)  a  Mr.  House  and 
(third)  a  Mr.  Hollister ;  Sarah,  who  died  single; 
and  Xathan,  who  located  in  Xew  York  State,  and 
whose  descendants  are  scattered  througliout  the 
West.  Xathan  Dickinson,  Sr.,  for  his  third  wife 
married  Hannah  Bancroft,  of  Windsor,  by  whom  he 
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luul  lour  sons  aiul  one  clauqlitcr,  nanioly :  Wol- 
cott,  who  niarrioJ  Hannah  llouso.  of  Glastonbury; 
Jcsso,  uhi'  married  Anna  Wcloli.  oi  E:i>t  llampti^n  ; 
Scth,  ^raiuifatlicr  of  our  suhjcct;  Aimer,  who 
inarn'oil  Alii^ail  Curtis,  sisur  of  Marv,  aluivc,  and 
lived  in  Ka>t  (.  llasumliury  ;  antl  Hannah,  \\■h^^  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Carrier,  and  loe\ated  in  l\-nns\ivan;a, 
where  there  is  now  quite  a  settlement  tif  the  de- 
secndants. 

Setli  Dickinson,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  .Marlboro,  and  there  followed 
farming'  all  his  life,  becoming  one  of  its  mo-^t  sub- 
stantial citizens  and  an  extensive  iaiul  owner.  His 
father  IkuI  given  each  of  Ids  sons  a  tract  of  his 
large  farm,  and  Seth  Dickinson  lived  on  the  land 
thus  inheritetl.  He  and  his  wife  died  in  Marllioro, 
and  were  buried  there.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat. He  married  !Mary  Polly  Curtis,  a  native  of 
South  Windsor,  and  the  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored Xew  England  family,  and  to  them  were  born 
nine  children,  namely :  Alarv,  who  married  Har- 
vey Tryon,  of  Glastonbury,  and  passed  the  latter 
years  of  her  life  in  Marlboro;  Jerusha,  who  mar- 
ried Harvey  Loveland,  of  Glastonbury,  and  lived 
in  MarshtTcld.  \  t. ;  Clarissa,  who  died  single  ;  Svl- 
vira,  widow  of  Elias  Brown,  o'f  W'illimantic  ;  Seth 

B.  ,  who  married  Mary  Howard,  of  Lvnie ;  X'ancy, 
who  died  young;  Jemima,  wdio  married  Chapman 

C.  Hall,  of  Chatham,  where  she  now^  lives;  Cypha, 
who  married  Horace  White,  of  Stonington ;  and 
Nathan  R.,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject. 

Xathan  R.  Dickinson,  our  sul)ject"s  father,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  Dec.  26,  1824,  and  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  day.  During  his  minoritv  he  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  and  his  entire  life  was  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  became  the 
owner  of  the  old  homestead,  comprising  300  acres, 
which  he  successfully  operated,  and  in  connection 
with  general  farming  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco  on  a  small  scale  and  followed  lumbering 
quite  extcnsivelv,  dealing  principallv  in  railroad 
ties  and  rough  lumber.  In  ^^iiddlesex  county, 
Conn.,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  September, 
1846,  with  ]Miss  ]\Iarv  Rich,  who  was  born  Feb. 
8,  1S26,  in  Chatham,  daughter  of  Russell  and 
Phoebe  (Cole)  Rich.  Children  were  born  to  Xathan 
R.  and  Mary  (RiclC)  Dickinson  as  follows:  (i) 
A.  Elizabeth,  born  May  24,  1847,  married  Francis 
A.  Dutton.  a  farmer  of  [Marlboro,  who  died  Dec. 
30,  1894,  and  she  is  now  living  ia  [Marlboro.  (2) 
Edward,  born  April  22,  1849,  married  Ella  Sellew, 
and  is  a  farmer  of  Glastonbury.  C3)  Charles,  born 
Aug.  28,  185 1,  married  Fannie  Verguson.  He  is 
a  meat  dealer  in  Ellington.  (4)  Julius  G.,  our 
subject,  was  fourth  in  the  family.  (5)  William, 
born  July  3,  1857,  married  Lillie  Bigelow,  and 
lives  in  \\'indsor.  (6)  Lillian,  born  Sept.  5,  1859, 
died  March  6,  i860.  (7)  Russell,  born  April  12, 
1862,  married  Julia  Aniac,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Santa  Anna,  Cal.     (8)  Ida  Belle,  born  Dec.  22, 


\  1864.  married  Edwin  Loonier,  of  Andover.    He  is 
!  now  a  merchant  in  Plainlield.     The  mother  died 
Sept.  22,  1870,  the  father  on  .\Ia}-  9,  1S79.  ^^""1 
'  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
cemeierv   in   Marll-ijro.     Thev   were   sincere  and 
faithful  Christian  people,  members  of  the  [Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and   their  lives  were  in 
harmony   with  their  professions.     Politically  the 
I  father  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
j  and  always  stood  firmly  by  its  principles, 
i        During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Julius  G.  Dick- 
inson attended  the  common  schools,  where  he  made 
,  the  most  of  his' ad\ antages,  and  by  reading  and 
:  study  in  subsequent  years  he  has  become  a  well- 
informed  man.    He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty  years 
j  of  age,  when  he  began^  working  by  the  montii  at 
j  farm   labor,   receiving   thirty   dollars   per  month, 
j  During  the  four  years  he  was  thus  employed  he 
1  managed  to  save  a  little  money,  and  after  his  mar- 
j  riage  operated  rented  land  in  East  Hartford  town, 
I  where  he  remained  ten  years,  successfully  engaged 
j  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco.    Being  thrifty  and 
economical,  his  capital  had  steadily  increased  dur- 
I  ing  that  time,  and  in  1SS9  he  came  to  East  Granby 
!  and  purchased  the  store  of  Charles  Roadstrand,  a 
I  general  merchant  of  that  place.    This  was  his  first 
'  expe.-ience  in  the  mercantile  trade,  but  by  close 
I  application  and  a  determination  to  succeed  he  soon 
;  mastered    the  details  of    the   business,  which  he 
i  is  now  conducting  so  successfully.    He  receives  a 
liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage,  and  has  horses 
'  upon  the  road  delivering  goods.    Possessing  good 
j  business  ability  and  sound  judgment,  he  has  by 
I  industry,  energy  and  perseverance  risen  from  a  poor 
'  farmer  bov  to  a  successful  merchant,  his  store  being 
i  valued  at  several  thousand  dollars.    During  Presi- 
dent Harrison's  administration  he  served  as  post- 
i  master  at  East  Granby,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
j  school  board.    Prior  to  18S8  he  was  a  Democrat 
I  in  politics,  but  he  is  now  an  ardent  supporter  of 
I  the  Republican  party. 

!  In  1S79,  in  East  Hartford  town,  [Mr.  Dickinson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  [Miss  [Mary  Persons, 
a  native  of  Herkimer  county,  X.  Y.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henrv  Persons.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  edu- 
;  cation,  and  has  proved  a  faithful  helpmeet.  They 
!  have  two  children:  Addie  and  Henry,  both  at- 
tending school. 

I  ELI  'FLA.YES  (deceased)  was  born  on  Long 
'  Hill,  South  Windsor  town,  in  181 1,  a  son  of  John 
I  and  Sibyl  (  Starcks)  Hayes,  the  former  of  whorn 
i  w'as  by  calling  a  farmer. 

Eli  Hayes  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and,  as 
his  parents  died  when  he  was  young,  he  began  to 
work  out  early.  Although  he  was  small,  and  the 
youngest  of  a  large  faniily,  he  possessed  an  im- 
mense amount  of  grit  and  endurance,  earned  a  fair 
I  wage,  and  saved  it.  In  1849  'i*^  made  a  tri])  to 
California  with  a  party  from  Hartford,  but  as  his 
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licaltli  not  gocxl  he  rctnniocl  to  Connecticut, 

and  luf  several  years  tlierealier  was  employed  in  ' 
the  pow  der  mills  at  lla/ardville    and    Ll^ew  here,  i 
In  later  life  he  resumed  tl\e  vacation  of  hi-  earlier  i 
years,  farming-,    lie  aiso  l)ouglit  and  soKI  several  ' 
crops  of  tobacco  late  in  life,  and  invariahlv  made 
money  in  his  every  undertaking.    He  \\a>  a  man 
of  few  words,  but  of  deep  thouglit  and  sound  judg- 
ment;  cautious  and  prudent  in  making  investments, 
weighings  each  trade  thoroughly  iu  his  mind  and 
acting  afterward  with  celerity,  one  way  w  tlie  other. 

In  1S90  Mr.  Hayes  wedded,  in  South  Windsor, 
the  widow  of  j:.:ues  R.  .Mills.  Tliii,  estimable  !ad^■,  ' 
who  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Eliza  J.  Siarkes,  and  was  born  in 
South  Windsor,  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Betsey 
(Bidwell)  Starkes;  her  mother  was  born  in  Eas't 
Hartford,  and  descended  from  a  well-known  and 
respected  pioneer  family  of  that  town.  To  the  first 
marriage  of  ?\Irs.  Hayes  were  born  two  children: 
Helen,  now  the  wife  of  R.  F.  Painter,  of  East  Hart- 
ford;  and  Walter.  Ey  her  second  marriage  there 
was  no  issue. 

Mr.  Hayes  never  took  any  particular  interest  in 
the  politics  of  his  town,  county  or  State,  but  ad- 
hered strictly  to  his  private  business,  in  which  he 
made  money,  if  he  did  not  gain  any  special  glory. 
He  was  of  slight  build,  never  very  robust,  but  never- 
theless wiry  and  sinewy.  He  was  very  abstemious, 
never  tasted  a  drop  of  spirituous  liquor,  and  never 
used  tobacco  in  any  form,  except  in  handling  it 
as  a  dealer.  PVom  a  poor  boy  he  raised  himself  to 
a  position  of  solidity  in  the  ranks  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  his  town,  and  died  in  South  Windsor 
Alay  25,  1893,  an  honored  man.  His  widow,  a  very 
pleasant  lady,  lives  on  Bragg  street,  in  East  Hart- 
ford, respected  by  all  who  know  her. 

W.  W."  LOO-AHS,  a  well-to-do  agriculturist  of 
the  town  of  \\'indsor,  is  one  of  the  most  highly-es- 
teemed citizens  of  that  locality.  While  he  is  out- 
spoken and  independent,  his  jovial  disposition  wins 
and  maintains  friendship,  and  his  inPnience  is  a 
recognized  factor  in  the  life  of  the  community  where 
he  has  resided  from  childhood. 

I\Ir.  Loomis  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  his 
family  in  this  country,  and  an  account  of  his  an- 
cestry will  be  an  appropriate  introduction  to  his 
personal  history.  (I)  Joseph  Loomis,  the  first  an- 
cestor of  whom  we  have  a  definite  record,  was  born 
about  1590,  and  became  a  woolen  draper  at  Brain- 
tree,  England.  He  sailed  from  London  April  11, 
1638,  in  the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen,"  and  landed 
at  Boston  July  17,  163S.  In  the  fall  of  1639  he 
came  to  W^indsor,  where  he  bought  land  in  1640, 
and  he  died  there  Nov.  25,  1658. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Loomis,  the  fourth  son  and 
sixth  child  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  father.  Jn  1654  he  was 
made  a  freeman  in  W^indsor,  and  he  was  admitted 
to  the  church  there  on  May  3,  1663.    He  died 


Aug.  19,  iC^S.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Moore,  was  a 
daughter  of  John  }»loore. 

(_ill)  David  Loomis,  son  of  Xathaniel,  was 
btirn  Jan.  11,  1668,  and  married  Lydia  Marsh  on 
Dec.  8,  i()92. 

Jiliakim  Loomis,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  l>:>rn  July  27.  1701,  and  died  March 
-9'  ^"53-         married  ^Nlary  Loomis  Dec.  4,  1735. 

{  \  )  Simeon  Loomis,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  May  29,  1741.  died  July  31,  1778. 
He  was  married  March  23,  J7()9,  to  Keziah  Moore, 
who  died  Eeb.  7,  1778.  Their  children  were: 
Anr.a.  Jul),  ,\mclia,  \\'illiam,  Elihu  and  Keziah. 

Job  Loomis,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  INIarch  29,  1771,  and  died  Aug.  10, 
1842.-  He  married  Polly  Allen,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them :  Simeon,  Willard, 
Simeon  (2),  Harris,  Lester  and  Henry.  Job 
Loomis  was  a  large  man,  and  his  sons  were  of  fine 
physique.  For  many  years  he  followed  tne  wheel- 
wright's trade  exclusively,  his  boys  cultivating  his 
farm  for  him. 

(\TI)  Willard  Loomis,  our  subiect's  father, 
was  born  Jan.  12,  1S05,  and  became  a  farmer  and 
brickinaker  by  occupation,  begimiing  on  his  own 
resources.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  16,  1840,  from 
the  eltects  of  an  attack  of  mumps,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Windsor  cemetery.  Politicallv 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  never  aspired  to  office. 
Although  comparativel}-  young  at  the  tiine  of  his 
death,  he  had  gained  an  excellent  reputation  as  a 
business  man  and  a  citizen,  and  his  loss  was  much 
lainented  among  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  mar- 
ried ^liss  Abigail  Warner,  who  survived  him  with 
two  children:  (1}  W.  W.,  our  subject,  and  (2) 
Abigail  Isi.  The  latter  married  Gilbert  Loomis, 
and  died  in  Omaha,  her  remains  being  brought 
back  to  Windsor  for  burial.  Her  two  sons,  George 
W.,  of  Omaha,  and  Charles  M..  of  Denver,  Colo., 
hold  responsible  positions  in  the  employ  of  the 
Burlington  &  ^vlissouri  River  Railway  Co.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  born  Sept.  15,  1807,  at  the 
present  homestead,  daughter  of  George  and  Abby 
G.  f  Mills)  Warner.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band she  resided  at  the  Warner  homestead,  dying 
there  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  tanner  by  occupation,  for- 
merly owned  the  homestead  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Loomis  \\'arner,  and  they  built  the  old 
portion  of  our  subject's  present  resi  lence;  later 
they  divided  the  property,  George  continuing  to 
occupy  the  old  house. 

(  \TII)  W.  W.  Loomis  was  born  June  27,  1830, 
at  his  present  homestead,  and  was  but  ten  years 
old  when  his  father  died.  His  education  was  be- 
gun in  the  Stony  Hill  school.  Miss  Ellen  Mather 
lieing  his  first  teacher,  and  lie  still  recalls  with 
ati'ectionate  esteem  the  instructors  whose  strict  but 
wholesome  discipline  made  his  school  life  of  last- 
ing value  to  h.im.  Later  he  attended  \\'indsor 
Academy  for  a  time,  but  as  his  widowed  mother 
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and  L;raiKlniothor  iicodcd  his  assistance  he  was  fre- 
(jucntly  sent  out  to  work  anion^'  ncii^hboring  farm- 
ers anil  tiriokniakors  from  tlio  age  of  eleven  \ears. 
lie  was  clever  aiul  strong,  ami  being  also  indns- 
triims  and  faith tul  was  able  at  sixteen  to  compete 
with  an\-  man  in  llii>>e  lines  nf  work,  and  while  still 
in  his  'teens  he  t'Hik  charge  of  his  present  farm, 
then  owned  by  hi^  grandmother  W  arner.  In  earlv 
manhood  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  land  adjoining 
llie  old  homestead,  going  in  debt  for  it,  and  this 
is  still  a  iK^rtion  of  his  tarni.  At  the  time  of  tlie 
buiUling  of  the  depot  at  W'indsLir,  for  the  steam 
railway,  he  was  api^i""i:ted  I'v  fHiiah  Alford  as  the 
first  station  agent,  but  the  work  was  not  congenial, 
and  after  six  months  he  gave  it  uj)  in  order  to  devote 
his  attention  to  agriculture.  lie  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  Poquonock  Grange,  and  lias  always  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  serv- 
ing" at  times  in  local  otlices,  including  that  of  select- 
man. He  and  liis  wife  are  ]irominent  in  the  work 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  W  indsor,  and  for 
some  time  he  was  on  the  social  committee. 

On  Feb.  14,  1S63,  Islr.  Looniis  married  2\Iiss 
Lucy  M.  Wilson,  of  W  indsor,  wlio  died  March  17, 
1872.  His  second  wife,  formerly  Miss  Eliza- 
beth B.  Lincoln,  was  born  June  25,  1845,  at 
Oakham,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Emory  and  Eliz- 
beth  F.  (Keep)  Lincoln.  She  received  an  ex- 
cellent education,  having  studied  at  the  famous 
school  at  Mt.  Holyoke,  }^lass.,  and  for  twelve  years 
previous  to  her  marriage  taught  successfully  in  the 
Young  Ladies  Seminary  at  Woodbury,  X.  J.,  and 
in  the  schools  of  Berkley,  Clarksboro  and  Jetter- 
son,  X.  J.,  and  Windsor,  Conn.  Mr.  Loomis  has 
had  five  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage :  Ed- 
win C,  a  meat  dealer  at  Windsor :  Delia  W'.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen:  Fannie  B.,  now  Mrs. 
Arthur  Mather,  of  Hartford;  Walter  ]\L,  a  farmer 
in  W'indsor ;  and  Litcy,  who  died  in  infancy. 

PHILIP  S.  LIPPS  (deceased)  was  in  his  day 
one  of  the  most  respected  and  popular  foreign-bora 
citizens  that  ever  resided  in  Suf^ield,  Hartford  coun- 
ty. His  birth  took  place  Dec,  11,  1830,  in  Alsace, 
then  a  province  of  France,  but  now:  belonging  to 
the  German  Empire.  He  was  one  of  seven  children 
born  to  Samuel  Lipps.  wdio  brought  his  family  to 
America  when  Philip  S.  was  quite  young  and  set- 
tled in  Xew  York  City,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
of  tinsmith  and  where  Philip  S.  secured  a  good 
English  education  in  the  common  schools  and  after- 
ward learned  cigarmaking. 

After  having  thoroughly  mastered  his  trade, 
Philip  S.  Lipps  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  for 
several  years  worked  for  Henry  Endress,  as  a  jour- 
neyman. In  1865  he  started  a  cigar  manufactory 
on  his  own  account,  and  this  he  personally  super- 
intended for  thirty-three  years,  or  until  his  death, 
doing  a  very  extensive  and  lucrative  business.  He 
became  one  of  Sufifield's  best  known  citizens,  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town 


i  and  its  people,  and,  although  a  strong  Republican 
j  in  politics,  was  content  to  work  for  the  success  of 
I  his  party  at  the  ]>oIls,  witlMut  expectatiim  of  re- 
ceiving oflicial  position  as  a  reward.  He  simplv 
.  acted  from  ])i)litical  conviction.  He  was  a  man  of 
;  excellent  moral  character,  was  temperate  in  habit,, 
j  industrious  in  his  busine>.^,  well  informed  in  the 
j  history  of  his  adopted  cctnUr_\",  and  kept  posted  on 
I  the  current  events  of  his  daw 

j  In  1851,  in  Xorth  Ciraiiby,  Conn.,  Mr.  Lipps 
;  married  Miss  iMneline  Church,  a  native  of  that 
j  town,  and  a  daughter  of  1,'avid  and  Emilv  ( Hol- 
i  conil')  Church,  also  native'^  of  liranbv,  but  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lipps  no  children  were  born.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Li[)ps  took  place  Xov.  10,  1898,  at  his  home, 
his  death  resulting  from  cancer  of  the  stomach, 
,  after  months  of  intense  sulTering,  through  which  he 
i  was  faithfullv  attended  and  nursed  by  his  loving 
j  and  devoted  wife.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
!  the  Baptist  Church,  and  also  of  Apollo  Lodge,  Xo. 
j  69,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Suffield.  He  was  an  affection- 
ate husband,  a  true  friend,  and  a  good  citizen,  and 
!  his  loss  was  deeply  deplored  by  his  disconsolate 
I  widow  and  a  host  of  sorrowing  friends, 
j  Mrs.  Li[)ps,  who  is  a  ladv  of  excellent  business 
I  tact,  now  conducts  the  business  left  to  her  care 
[  by  her  husband,  and  is  most  successfuUv  managing 
I  it.  She  is  greatly  respected  by  all  who  know  her 
I  for  her  intelligence,  business  ability  and  determina- 
i  tion  of  character,  as  manifested  in  the  control  of 

!  her  business. 

I 

I       AAROX  J.  LOO^IIS.    Executive  ability  of  a 

j  rare  order  has  characterized  the  business  career  of 

I  this  well-known  merchant,  banker,  manufacturer 
and  general  business  man,  wdiose  success  as  an 
organizer  of  large  enterprises  has  been  demon- 

i  strated  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  A 
handsome  competence,  gained  by  his  own  fore- 
sight and  enterprise,  permits  his  retirement  from 
active  business  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  his 
interests  being  so  well  arranged  that  his  personal 
attention  is  not  required.  After  spending  many- 
years  in  close  application  to  his  various  enterprises 
elsewhere,  placing  them  upon  a  sure  footing,  he 
has  returned  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood  at  Wind- 

j  sor,  wdiere  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  citizen. 

j  'Wholly  free  from  false  pride,  he  is  always  ap- 
proachable, and  lie  enters  readily  into  any  move- 

I  ment  that  gives  promise  of  benefit  to  his  town. 

Mr.  L(X)mis  was  born  in  Windsor  Dec.  12,  1841, 
and  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
that  town,  being  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Loomis, 
who  was  born  in  Braintree,  England,  about  1590,. 
and  settled  in  Windsor  in  the  fall  of  1639. 

(U)  Joseph  Loomis,  the  eldest  son  of  this  noted 
pioneer,  was  born  in  England,  and  accompanied 
his  father  to  Windsor,  where  he  died  June  26,  1687. 
He  married  (first)  Sarah  Hill  ana  (second)  Mary 
Chauncey,  who  became  the  mother  of  Stephen. 
(Ill)  Stephen  Loomis,  through  whom  the  line 
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of  dosocnt  was  coiitinuci,!.  was  born  Sept.  i,  1668, 
and  died  in  171-'.  On  Jan.  i,  1691,  lie  married 
Esther  Colt,  who  died  Xov.  6,  1714. 

Stei)hen  Looinis.  Jr.,  was  born  Julv  21, 
1603.  and  (.bed  in  1769.  On  Dec.  7,  1715,  he  mar- 
ried .\iabel  lloskins. 

(\')  Cliarles  Leoniis.  cur  sul)jecl"s  great-grand- 
father, was  born  Feb.  8,  1718.  He  was  married, 
Jnly  3,  1750,  to  Constant  Eggleston. 

Aaron  Loomis,  grandfather  of  otir  sub- 
ject, was  Dorn  March  21.  17(18,  and  died  ^^larch 
31.  1839.  He  married  Betsey  E.  .Marshall,  and  re- 
sided U]->on  a  farm  in  W'iti'l-or. 

(^\  il)  Collins  Loonns,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  Dec.  4,  1804,  and  always  resided  at  the  old 
family  homestead.  In  his  youth  ne  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  throughout 
his  life  in  connection  with  the  management  of  his 
farm.  He  wa^  a  large  man,  possessed  of  great 
physical  strength,  but  did  not  live  to  the  allotted 
limit  of  man's  years,  his  death  occurring  Xov.  24, 
1858,  when  he  was  aged  fifty- four.  As  a  citizen 
he  was  progressive,  placing  a  high  estimate  upon 
schools,  and  as  he  had  a  comfortable  income  his 
children  were  given  good  educational  privileges. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  not  especially 
active  in  partisan  work,  preferring  to  devote  his 
energies  to  his  private  affairs.  On  C)ct.  28,  1829, 
Tvir.  Loomis  married  Miss  Sally  Capen,  who  was 
born  Dec.  16,  1800,  in  Hartford,  on  what  is  now 
Main  street,  between  Russel  and  Avon  streets. 
She  died  Sept.  7,  1889,  and  her  remains  now  rest 
beside  those  of  her  htisband  in  the  cemetery  at 
Windsor.  The  Capen  family  has  long  been  prom- 
inent in  Hartford  ( Capen  street  having  been  named 
after  her  brother),  and  her  father,  Josiah  Capen, 
who  was  born  in  Braintree,  ^Nlass.,  in  August,  1772, 
once  ow-ned  a  farm  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
city,  and  by  occupation  he  was  both  a  butcher  and  a 
farmer;  he  died  Xov.  5.  1843.  His  wife,  Betsey 
(Wadsworth).  was  born  in  Hartford  Aug.  3,  1776, 
and  died  at  Andover.  Conn.,  ]\Iarch  4,  1 871,  aged 
ninety-four  years  and  seven  months.  Our  stibject 
was  the  youngest  of  five  children  born  to  Collins  and 
Sally  Loomis:  (i)  Samuel  C.  born  April  2,  1831, 
was  a  blacksmith  in  Windsor,  where  he  died  June 
14,  1876;  (2)  Sarah  E.,  born  April  7.  1834,  mar- 
ried O.  P.  Mills,  of  Windsor;  (3)  Henry  L.,  born 
July  12,  1837,  died  in  Xew  Hartford  May  27, 
1874;  (4)  Abigail  ^L,  born  July  24,  1839,  died 
Aug.  10,  1864,  unmarried;  (5)  Aaron  J.  was  born 
Dec.  12,  1841. 

(Vni)  Aaron  J.  Loomis  first  attended  the 
"Bell  School"  in  Windsor,  Cicero  Roberts  and 
Spencer  Clapp  being  among  his  early  teachers.  At 
seventeen  he  entered  the  academy  at  Suffield,  and 
on  leaving  that  institution  he  went  to  Tarif?ville, 
where  he  was  employed  by  a  butcher  for  a  short 
time.  Having  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother 
Henry,  and  established  a  meat  market  in  Xew 


!  ILirtford.     They  built  up  a  large  trade  in  that 
i  vicinity,  having  many  customers  in  Collinsville,  but 
I  after  a  few  years  our  subject  sold  out  to  his  brother 
!  and  went  to  Lakewood,  X\  J.,  then  a  maiuifacturing 
'  town,  with  no  jiromise  of  its  present  popularity  as 
j  a  winter  resort.    Mr.  Loomis  engaged  in  a  hotel 
•  and  livery  business  there  and,  although  both  lines 
[  of  work  were  new  to  him.  he  met  with  his  usual  suc- 
i  cess.    After  nine  vears  he  disposed  of  his  hotel,  but 
I  retained  the  livery  business,  to  which  he  added  a 
j  lumber,  coal  and  wood  business,  under  the  firm 
,  name  of  the  A.  J.  Loomis  Co.,  Limited,  now  the 
j  most  extensive  concern  in  that  line  at  Lakewood. 
I  About  liie  same  tune  he  esiablished  a  plant  for 
making  inside  ftirnishings  for  houses,  and  a  box 
factory,  the  latter  having  since  been  removed  to 
Hertford.  X'.  C.  where  an  extensive  business  is 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Major  &  Loomis. 
I  Lakewood  possessed  no  banking  facilities  during  the 
I  early  years  of  his  residence  there,  and  in  1889  he 
\  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Lake- 
wood  Trust  Co.,  of  which  he  was  president  until 
1893.  his  well-proven  integrity  being  a  tower  of 
strength  to  the  institution.     In  1S93  he  returned 
to  \\'indsor  to  reside,  but  he  still  owns  a  hantlsome 
house  at  Lakewood.  as  well  as  much  valuable  busi- 
ness property.    In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  and  while  in  Lakewood  he  was  prom- 
inent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  township  treas- 
urer and  as  a  member  of  the  town  committee,  and 
lending  his  intluence  to  various  movements  which 
tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  village. 

On  May  11,  1864.  ^Ir.  Loomis  was  married,, 
in  X'ew  Hartford,  to  iMiss  Helen  Beaney,  and  five 
children  have  blessed  the  union :  Miss  'Slay  is  at 
home :  Warren  W^  is  a  sttidcnt  in  Brown  Uni- 
versity ;  and  three,  Walter,  Frank  and  Wallace,, 
died  in  infancy.  ,,  ^   ■  , 

ELI  FREEMAX"^,  a  well-known  and  honored 
citizen  of  West  Suffield,  was  born  in  Xew  Marlboro^ 
I  Berkshire  Co.,  iMass.,  April  22.  1818,  and  belongs- 
to  a  family  of  English  extraction  which  was. 
founded  in  the  old  Bay  State  during  early  Colonial 
days.  His  great-grandfather,  Eli  Freeman,  was 
the  second  settler  of  X'ew  Marlboro,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
hfe. 

Silas  Freeman,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Xew  Marlboro  Oct.  11,  1746,  being  the  first 
male  child  born  in  that  town.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  quite  a  prominent  citizen  of 
his  native  place,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  there  Sept.  8,  1837.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
i  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Kasson,  was  born  Feb. 

8,  1750,  and  died  Feb.  10,  183 1,  the  remains  of 
I  both  being  interred   in  the   Xew   Marlboro  cem- 
j  etery.     In  their  family  were  ten  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  and  death  were  as  fol- 
lows:   Alice,  April  15,  17G9 — Aug.  6,  1857;  Sibyl, 
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April  J,  1771  —  Doc.  JO.  1S50;  Silas,  April  jS.  1773 
— L)ct.  It),  :  W  ealthy.  April  1,  1775 — Xov.  13, 

1S55:  Ja;iics.  I'cb.  20.  177S — Jan.  jo.  1809;  Kasson, 
Au^;.  J4.  1780 — March  14,  \^J2:  Hcinan,  May  28. 
J784 — March  8.  1789;  Ca'vin.  Sept.  10.  1787 — 
^laroh  9.  1877;  llonian,  May  J5,  1790— .\iig-.  14, 
1874;  and  Kliza,  March  -'o.  I79(> — Aug.  i,  1884. 

Calvin  Freeman,  the  lather  of  cur  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Xew  Marlboro,  and  engaged  in 
fanning  there  for  some  years.  He  was  married  in 
that  town  to  ^llss  Janthe  Cole,  wlio  was  born  in 
July.  1786.  Her  father.  .\sa  Cole,  was  also  one 
of  the  hcruL^  of  ;i:c  Re  .  i-.iuilLir.ary  w  ar.  To  }.Ir. 
and  Mrs.  b>eeiuan  were  born  six  chiUlren:  Guy, 
a  farmer,  who  married  Lucinda  Austin,  and  died 
in  Suftield,  Hartford  county;  Jay,  a  farmer,  who 
married  Harriet  Emeline  Phelps,  and  is  still  living 
in  ^^'est  Suftield,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  :  Louise, 
who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years:  Eli,  cur  subject:  Elizabeth,  who  died  un- 
married at  the  age  of  twenty-two:  and  Mercy,  de- 
ceased, who  (first)  married  William  Lyman  and 
(second)  George  Putney.  In  182S  the  father 
brought  his  family  to  Suffield,  Hartford  Co..  Conn., 
and  purchased  the  Pomeroy  farm  in  ^^'e5t  Sufheld. 
This  was  a  tract  of  117  acres,  seventeen  of  which 
were  woodland,  and  here  he  carried  on  general 
fanning,  stock  raising  and  dairying  until  life's  la- 
bors were  ended.  He  made  extensive  improve- 
ments upon  the  place,  including  the  erection  of  a 
fine  brick  residence  and  a  good  barn.  He  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  dying  in  the  arms 
of  our  subject  ^larch  9,  i'877.  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  \\'est  Suffield  cemetery.  He  was  well- 
known  and  highly  respected,  and  his  fellow  citizens 
honored  him  v.-ith  a  seat  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  temperate  in  all  his  habits,  and  never  used 
strong  drink  or  tobacco  in  any  form.  In  political 
sentiment  he  was  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  was  a  Universalist.  His  wife  was 
not  a  member  of  any  church.  She  died  on  the 
home  farm  Oct.  17,  1850,  and  was  also  buried  in 
West  Suffield  cemetery. 

Eli  Freeman  was  only  ten  years  old  when  he 
accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal  to  \\  est 
Suff.eld,  wh.ere  he  attended  the  district  schools  and 
also  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  which  was 
then  in  its  infancy.  For  a  short  time  he  clerked  in 
a  store,  but  as  the  occupation  was  not  congenial 
he  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  has  since  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  as 
an  extensive  tobacco  grower,  stock  raiser  and  gen- 
eral farmer.  He  has  erected  a  brick  additi'.'n  to 
his  residence,  and  made  other  improvements  upon 
the  place  which  add  to  its  value  and  beauty.  He 
tenderly  cared  for  his  parents  until  they  were  called 
to  the  world  bevond. 

In  Suffield,  Xov.  30,  1847,  Mr.  Freeman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Johnson,who 
was  born  in  Ilecket,  :Mass..  Xov.  20.  1828,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  (i) 


i  Wilbur  Kasson,  who  now  operates  the  home  farm. 
I  nuirricd  Marv  Esther  Alderman,  a  nati\e  of  Jlast 
I  Granby,  Hartford  coun.ty,  and  a  daughter  of  James 
Alderman,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
i  Sarah  Edna  and  Charles  Wilbur,  the  latter  of  w-hom 
!  di^d  at  the  age  of  eight  years.     (2)  Ada  Elua.- 
bttii  married   Xewton  Lewis,  and  died  in  ]885. 
■J  he  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chinch,  and  Wilbur  K.  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
1:.   1897  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  celebrated  their 
golilen  wotlding.     They  are  passing  quietly  down 
the  sun;.et  hill  of  life,  enjoying  the  esteem  and  con- 
iiueiice  of  tlieir  'neighbors  and  the  attection  of  their 
many  friends.     Poiitically  Mr.  I'reeman  is  a  Jef- 
lersonian  Democrat,  but  has  never  cared  for  po- 
litical preferment,  though  he  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee. 

John  Johnson,  Airs.  Freeman's  grandfather, 
was  a  resident  of  Windsor,  Flartford  county.  When 
a  young  nian  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  service 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  never  returned 
home,  his  life  being  sacrificed  that  his  country 
should  be  free.  His  only  child,  John  Johnson,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Windsor  after  his  father  entered  the 
army.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Otis,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Alass.,  and  from  there  moved  to  Becket, 
same  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  making 
that  occupation  his  life  work.  There  he  inarried 
Rhoda  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Clark,  and 
tc  them  were  born  four  children :  ]\Iary  Ann,  de- 
ceased .wife  of  Gideon  Hale;  Henry,  who  died  when 
a  young  man  ;  Catherine  P..  deceased  wife  of  War- 
ren Wright;  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  subject. 
1-rom  Berkshire  county,  ^^lass.,  Mr.  Johnson  came 
to  Suffield.  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and  purchased  the 
Jarvis  King  farm,  now  owned  by  George  A.  Har- 
man.  ISoth  he  and  his  wife  died  in  West  Suffield, 
and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  West  Suffield  cemetery. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  widely  and  favorably 
known. 

WILLIAM  S.  TUDD,  the  popular  and  efficient 
postmaster  at  X'ew  Britain,  is  a  man  whose  abilitv 
and  personal  worth  have  been  put  to  the  test  in 
many  positions  of  trust,  in  both  business  antl  po- 
litical life.  As  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored family  he  demonstrates  the  sturdy  strength 
of  will  of  our  X'ew  England  stock,  having  made 
his  own  way  to  success  without  extraneous  aid. 
and  has  the  enviable  record  of  more  than  thirtv 
years  of  active  business  connection  with  the  manu- 
facturing firm  of  P.  &  F.  Corbin. 

Mr.  Judd's  family  became  identified  with  Farm- 
ington  at  an  early  day,  and  has  always  been  promi- 
nent in  the  various  movements  which  have  brought 
about  the  development  of  this  section.  Thomas 
Judd,  the  original  settler,  came  from  England  and 
settled  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1633  or  1634.  His 
home  lot  of  four  acres,  in  that  part  of  Cambridge 
called  the  'AVcst  End,"  on  the  northeast  side  of 
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the  hii;li\v;iy  to  \\  atci  tow  ii,  was  g^rantctl  in  Au- 
gust, 1034.  11c  was  admitted  freeman  of  the  i.'ol- 
ony  Ma\-  J5,  H'30.  In  in^o  he  remeived  to  ilart- 
ford,  Conn.,  and  it  is  probal-ie  he  was  one  of  th.at 
oo'.npany  (^of  ahout  a  !'.-.v,!;i:  e,i  men,  women  and 
chiltlren )  who  tki'artjd  f,i  in  Cambridge  on  the 
last  day  of  .May,  1030.  Jus  h.cuse  lot  in  Hart- 
ford was  on  the  soinh  side  of  tlie  \\"}  llys  home  lot, 
which  is  distinguisiied  h\  the  Charter  Oak.  an<l 
both  lots  extended  westward  to  tlie  h.ighway  leadint^ 
to  Welhersheld.  Th.omas  Jndd  was  one  of  the  lirst 
proprietors  and  settlers  of  Farmin'rlon.  removincT 
from  Hanfordi  probably  m  1044,  2"*^'  liis  home  lot 
was  the  third  lot  from  the  north  end  of  Main  street, 
on  both  sides,  and  extended  westward  to  the  Farni- 
ington  river.  Fannington  lirst  sent  depnties — 
Stephen  Hart  and  Thomas  Judd — to  the  General 
Conrt  in  ^lay,  1647.  Thomas  Judd  was  subse- 
quently sent  a  deputy  in  164S-49-5 1-57-5S-5lJ-6I- 
62-63-66-6S-7o-77-7S-79.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church  imder  the  care  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  both  at  Cambridge  and  Hart- 
ford, and  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the  church 
of  Farmington  at  its  organization.  Stephen  Hart 
was  the  first  deacon,  and  Thomas  Judd  the  second.- 
He  died  Xov.  12,  16SS,  when  about  eighty  years  of 
age. 

(11)  William  Judd,  born  about  1633-1636,  niar- 
ried  ]\Iary  Steele  ^larch  30,  165S;  he  died  in  1G90. 

(HI)  John  Judd,  born  in  Farmington  in  1667, 
died  in  1717. 

(IV)  William  Judd,  born  in  Farmington  in 
1698-99,  married  Ruth  Lee,  ]\larch  14,  1723.  He 
died  Sept.  i,  1751. 

(Y)  Capt.  \Villiani  Judd,  cur  subject's  great- 
grandfather, was  born  July  20,  1743,  in  Farming- 
ton,  and  after  graduating  from  Yale  College,  in 
1763,  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Hartford  county  about  17G5.  For  many  years 
he  followed  his  profession  successfully  in  Farming- 
ton,  where  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  some  time,  and  in  his  later  years  he  was  active 
and  influential  in  public  affairs,  serving  in  th.e 
Connecticut  Legislature  and  achieving  a  reputa- 
tion for  ability  which  extended  far  beyond  local 
limits.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  cap- 
tain in  the  Connecticut  regiment  commanded  by 
Col.  Willis,  his  commission  being  signed  by  John 
Hancock.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Connecticut  Branch  of  the  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  beneficiary  and  fraternal  order  organized 
in  1786,  the  parent  society  having  been  formetl  ti.rcc 
years  earlier.  His  certificate  of  meml)ership  vv-as 
signed  by  President  Washington,  and  the  Society, 
which  meets  e\'ery  fourth  of  July,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  aristocratic  in  the  country.  Capt. 
Judd  died  at  Farmington  Xov.  13,  1804.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  ^lix,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Mix,  of 
West  Hartford. 

•  (VI)  William  S.  Judd,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Farmington  Jan.  10,  i/OC,  and 


v,as  graduated  in  17S7  from  Flarvard  Ceillege.  He 
appears  to  have  been  actively  interested  in  politics, 
liaving  served  a  term  as  postm;ister  in  Xew  Haven, 
j  but  his  party  affiliations  are  not  known,    i-'or  many 
j  }ears  lie  was  engageel  in  mercantile  business  in 
!  Xew  Haven,  and  in  iSoS  had  a  jnutner  and  car- 
I  ried  on  an  extensive  trade  v.ith  tlie  West  Indies. 
I  Late  in  life  he  removed  to  Middletown,  and  his 
last  years  were  spent  in  retirement  in  Xew  Britain, 
where  lie  died  Alarch  27,  1S35.    His  wife,  Esther 
I  (Stanley),  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Gad  Stanley, 
I  a  promment  citizen  of  Xew  Britain.    Their  chil- 
dren were:  W  illiani  Flenry,  [Maria  Mix,  Philip  Sam- 
uel and  Thomas  S.    Of  these,  Thomas  S.  was  ed- 
ucated in  Washington  College  (now  Trinity),  Hart- 
ford, and  became  an  Episcopal  minister,  having 
charge  of  tlie  parishes  of  3.Ionroe    (Conn.)  and 
Windoni  (X.  Y.). 

(VTl)  Philip  S.  Judd,  the  father  of  our  subject,, 
was  a  native  of  Farmington,  born  Oct.  14,  1801, 
and  received  a  good  education  for  his  time,  the 
family  having  always  shown  a  high  appreciation 
of  mental  attainments.  Li  early  manhood  he  en- 
tered business  life  as  a  clerk  in  Xew  Britain,  and 
later  he  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  by  Alvin 
Xortli  (now  Xorth  &  Judd)  and  by  Landers  & 
Smith  (now  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark).  He  took 
keen  interest  in  religious  work,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  St.  ^Mark's  Episcopal  Churcli 
of  Xew  Britain.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Howd,  daughter  of  James  Howd,  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Colonial  family, 
which  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
They  had  the  following  children :  Esther  Maria^ 
born  .\pril  15,  1836,  married  Edward  Yates,  of 
Xew  Britain;  Thomas  Henry,  born  Aug.  14,  1S40, 
died  in  1S61  ;  W  illiam  Samuel,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below" ;  Alfred  Stanley,  born  June 
18,  1847,  and  who  was  employed  for  many  years 
as  a  shipping  clerk  for  the  Stanley  W^orks,  in  X'ew 
Britain,  died  Feb.  22,  1900.  The  father  passed 
awav  Alay  3,  1S51,  and  the  mother  on  Sept.  9, 
iSSi. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  7,  1S44,  in  the  town 
of  Xew  Britain,  where  he  obtained  a  good  public- 
school  education.  Through  the  efforts  of  his 
mother,  a  lady  of  rare  mental  gifts  and  strength 
of  character,  his  attendance  was  continued  uiitil 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  his  course  in  the 
high  school  being  taken  wdiile  J.  W.  Tuck  was  prin- 
cipal. On  leavmg  school  he  spent  three  or  four 
years  as  a  clerk  in  dift'erent  establishments,  and  in 
October,  1865,  he  entered  the  employ  of  P.  & 
Corbin.  Fie  began  in  the  packing  room,  but  as 
business  increased  he  was  made  shipping  clerk. 
Flis  fidelity  and  e.fiiciency  broupjit  him  further  pro- 
motion as  the  head  of  the  order  department,  wdiich 
I^osition  he  held  until  his  appointment  as  postmaster. 
From  boyhood  he  was  interested  in  politics,  his  sym- 
pathies being  with  the  Republican  party,  and  for 
years  he  has  been  a  leading  worker  in  the  local 
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ori;anizatie-in.  From  1874  to  1S77  lie  represented 
the  Third  ward  in  the  eity  eouneil,  and  in  18S1 -85- 
8(.)-87- 88-89-90  he  was  elected  alderman.  niakin>T 
seven  years  service  in  that  oflice.  During  this  lime 
he  was  chairman  of  the  I'inance  committee  one 
term,  and  a  memher  of  the  committees  on  Streets 
and  Claims.  l"or  a  numher  years  lie  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  hoard  of  health,  serving  as  its  chairman 
for  one  year  after  he  left  the  council,  and  in  1803 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  selectman,  froni 
which  he  resigned  Fch.  15,  iSgS.  On  Jan.  10,  1898, 
he  uas  cippoiiiled  postmaster  '  y  Prc-ident  ?\'clvin- 
ley,  and  since  Feb.  15,  of  that  year,  he  has  served 
acceptably  in  the  position.  Socially  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  prominent,  and  he  is  a  leading  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  -  Xew  ]:'.ritain,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs:  the 
Order  of  United  American  ^Mechanics,  in  which 
he  has  been  State  councilor  for  Connecticut :  and 
to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  mentioned  above, 
having  been  president  of  the  Connecticut  branch. 

In  1S67  Mr.  Judd  married  ]\Iiss  Helen  G.  Hart, 
a  daughter  of  Deacon  William  Hart,  a  highlv-re- 
spected  citizen  of  Xew  Britain,  and  three  ciiildrcn 
have  blessed  the  union  :  ( i )  Laura  Jane,  born  Sept. 
2,  1870,  married  O.  Bertini.  of  Xew  Britain,  and  has 
three  sons.  Harold  A.,  Robert  J.  and  Xorman  F. 
(2)  William  H.,  born  ?^Iay  7,  1877,  graduated  from, 
the  Xew  Britain  high  school,  and  is  nov/  a  clerk 
in  the  Xational  Bank  of  that  city.  (3)  Thomas 
H.,  born  Feb.  17,  1879,  graduated  from  the  Xew 
Britain  high  school,  and  is  now  employed  as  assist- 
ant postmaster. 

ROBERT  SUGDEX"  comes  of  an  inventive  and 
manufacturing  stock,  his  father,  Robert  Sugden, 
having  been  one  of  the  earliest  inventors  and  man- 
ufacturers of  cotton-looms  in  Xew  England.  His 
first  patent  was  granted  in  181 3.  and  the  original 
document  is  regarded  as  an  heirloom  in  the  family, 
bearing  as  it  does  the  signatures  of  James  Madi- 
.son,  President,  and  James  ^.lonroe,  Secretary  of 
State.  Our  subject's  mother  was  ]Mary  \\^ales,  a 
daughter  of  Major  Xathaniel  Wales,  of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  who  recruited  the  first  troop  of  horse 
in  Massachusetts  to  take  part  in  the  struggle  for 
American  independence :  he  was  the  leader  of  the 
funeral  of  John  Hancock. 

Robert  Sugden  was  born  July  23,  1819,  at 
Braintree,  ]\Iass.  He  was  the  eldest  of  five  children 
born  to  his  parents,  the  others  being  William  E., 
who  is  president  of  the  Flartford  ^lutual  Insur- 
ance Co. ;  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  both  of  whom  re- 
side in  Braintree;  and  Xathaniel  W.,  deceased. 
Our  subject  was  an  infant  when  his  parents  moved 
to  Middletown,  and  it  was  there  he  grew  up  and, 
like  most  Xev/  England  boys,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  which  were  jjrovided 
for  the  training  of  the  young  idea.  In  1839  the 
familv  removed  to  Rockv  Hill,  where  Mr.  Sugden 


lived  until  184').    He  was  tlien  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  and  the  mechanical  instinct  born  in  him 
began  to  assert  it>eli  in  no  uncertain  wa\' ;  farm 
lite  was  not  to  h. i>  taste,  and  turning  his  back  upon 
the  parental  ro^f  lie  went  to  Middletown,  where 
'[  he  engaged  in  manufactm-ing.    There  he  remained 
I  until  1849,  w  hen,  having  found  his  original  venture 
I  niore  or  less  successful,  he  returned  to  Rocky  Hill 
1  an.d  organized  a  stock  companv  under  the  name  of 
'  the  Riicky  Hill  Cast  Iron  Manufacturing  Co.  In 
I  1852  he  dispo.sed  of  his  interest  in  that  concern,  and 
;  two  years  lat^r  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  But- 
I  ler  for  the  manufacture  of  cast-iron  shears,  the 
i  firm  name  being  lUitler,  Sugden  &  Co.    In  1S64  he 
I  purchased   his    partner's  interest  in  the  business, 
i  which  he  conducted  alone  until  1S6S.    That  year 

■  the  factory  burned  down,  and  in  1871  !Mr.  Sugden 
'\  returned  to  Middletown,  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
1  facture  of  rubijcr  goods,  which  he  carried  on  for 
:  three  years;  in  1S77  he  removed  to  X'ew  Britain, 
I  where  he  accepted  a  jX)sition  as  foreman  in  the 

]  foundry  of  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark.  This  post  he 
occupied  for  twenty-one  years,  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  his  employers.    In  Xovem- 

j  her,  1898,  he  returned  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  has 

i  ever  since  resided. 

On  Feb.  6,  1844.  Mr.  Sugden  was  married  to 

!  Miss  Emilv  W.  Robbins.  and  they  h.ave  four  chil- 

1  dren :    Robert   A.,    wdio   resides   in    Xew  York; 

j  Amelia  M..  wife  of  Henry  C.  Churchill,  of  Boston; 

1  Abbie  E.,  w  ho  died  in  1S6S;  and  Emily  R. 

I        In  politics  "Sir.  Sugden  is  a  Republican,  hav- 

:  ing  been  originally  a  W  big,  and  represented  his 
town  in  the  Legislature  of  1S69.  He  has  also 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  selectman,  and  is  held 

!  in  universal  respect  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  active 

:  in  every  good  work  looking  to  the  advancement  of 

■  the  cause  of  Christianity,  the  benefit  of  the  commun- 
i  ity,  and  the  general  good  of  his  fellow  men. 

i       JOHX  SAMUEL  ROWLEY,  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  town 
!  of  X'ewington,  was  born  in  Chatham,  Conn.,  Dec. 
I  5,  1832,  and  is  of  Welsh  descent, 
j        The  family  was  founded  in  this  country  by  three 
I  brothers,  but  one  returned  to  Wales  on  business, 
:  and  was  never  heard  of  again.    Our  subject  s  pa- 
]  ternal  grandfather  drove  an  ox-team  for  the  Con- 
!  tinental  troops  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
i  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.    The  fa- 
!  th.er,  Eleazer  Dunham  Rowdey,  was  born  in  East 
!  Haddam,  Conn.,  in  1786,  and  married  Miss  Lvdia 
I  Skinner,  of  Hebron,  Conn.    Their  remains  were 
j  interred  in  Young  Street  cemetery,  Chath.am.  In 
:  their  family  were  the  following  children :  Abby, 
Harriet,  Julia,  Sarah,  Mary,  Emelinc,  David  and 
John  S.    All  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception 
of  Julia  and  our  subject. 

John  S.  Rowley  remained  on  the  home  farm  in 
Chatiiam  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age.    At  the 
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ai;'o  of  sixteen  lio  purchased  the  phice  from  his  fa- 
tlier  and  cared  for  the  family  for  some  years.  On 
ciisposini;-  of  the  farm  lie  went  to  I'ortland,  Cinm., 
where  lie  purchase- 1  property  and  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  for  live  years,  and  on  selling 
that  place,  to  William  J.  Slew,  he  came  to  Xew- 
inglon  in  1864  and  bought  twenty  acres  of  Walter 
r.  I'irown.  This  place,  which  is  known  as  ■"Golden 
Knoll  farm,"  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the 
community.  On  July  19.  1804.  ^ihout  5  i*.  .m.,  light- 
ning struck  Mr.  ivowley's  barn  during  a  heavy 
storm,  and  he  lost  fotty  lon^  of  hav,  tliirty  sli  'cks 
of  rye,  tliree  iiors.s,  two  cows  (one  a  fine  black 
Jersey),  one  bull,  several  sets  of  harness,  farm  im- 
plements, plows,  wagons,,  etc.  He  immediately 
built  a  larger  and  better  barn,  and  all  the  buildings 
upon  his  place  are  models  of  neatness  and  thrift. 

On  Xov.  3,  1S57,  ^Ir.  Rowley  married  ]\Irs. 
Charlotte  J.  Randall,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of 
Ozias  and  Clarissa  Cooley,  who  died  at  2^Ir.  Rowley's 
home,  and  were  buried  in  Xorth  cemeterv,  Hart- 
ford. ]\Irs.  Rowley  was  killed  Nov.  5,  1895,  by 
a  train  on  the  Berlin  branch  of  the  Xew  York,  X'ew 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  while  driving  with  her 
daughter.  The  daug'hter  was  badly  injured,  and 
the  horse  had  her  neck  broken.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  were  Frederic  Dunham, 
Sept.  9,  1858;  Clara  Lydia,  Dec.  29,  i860;  Fannie 
Etta,  Aug.  10,  1864;  Hattie  Isabelle,  Xov.  19, 
1866;  and  I-Tank  Hills,  Oct.  6,  1869.  The  eldest 
died  July  22,  1868,  and  P"annie  Etta  died  July  20, 
1865.  Clara  Lydia  was  married,  ^lay  12,  1881,  to 
William  G.  Wells,  and  in  1891  moved  to  California, 
where  he  owns  and  conducts  a  ranch.  On  ^Nlarch 
29,  1899,  tbey  returned  to  Connecticut  on  a  visit. 
In  their  family  were  six  children,  all  born  in  Xew- 
ington.  Conn.,  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest, 
who  w^as  born  in  Orange.  Cal.,  as  follows :  Will- 
i-ini  Clili'ord,  born  June  21,  1882  ;  George  Rowley, 
April  21,  1884;  Lottie  Isabelle,  Aug.  29,  1886; 
Edith  Cornelia,  April  19,  1888;  Alice  .May.  Jan.  2, 
1890  (died  five  days  later)  ;  and  Grace  Louise,  July 
27,  1895.  Frank  Hills  Rowley,  son  of  our  subject, 
is  a  farmer  and  dairyman,  residing  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining that  of  his  father.  He  was  married,  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  Xew  Britain.  Xov.  12,  1S91, 
tc  Katherine  Clark,  and  they  have  five  children: 
Katherine  Clara,  born  Oct.  22,  1892;  Blenry  Frank, 
June  30,  1894;  X'orman  Edward,  Sept.  i,  1896; 
Charlotte  Mary,  Sept.  17,  189S;  and  Jennie  Isabella, 
Sept.  27,  1900. 

Mr.  Rowley  was  again  married,  July  29,  1896, 
his  second  union  being  with  }ilrs.  Aima  Eliza  Bur- 
rows, of  Willimantic,  Conn.  Her  parents,  Samuel 
and  Eliza  Perkins,  w^ho  were  farming  people,  died  in 
Willimantic,  and  were  buried  there.  By  her  for- 
mer marriage  Mrs.  Rowley  had  three  children: 
Gertrude,  born  in  1876:  Grace,  born  in  1877;  and 
Clinton  C,  born  in  1881. 

Both  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Rowley  arc  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Cluirch,  and  also  be- 


king  to  Xewington  Grange,  and  he  affiliates  wiih 
the    Masonic    fraternity    and    the    Jimior    (  )rder 

'  United  American  Mechanics.  rolitically  he  is  a 
Democrat.     He  is    upright  and    honorable  in  ail 

I  things,  and  his  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his 

;  bond.  . 

\  OSBORXE  FAMILY,  from  which  Mrs.  James 
!  T.  Hilh  of  Sutfield,  descends,  were  amoncf  the  earlv 
I  settlers  of  tlie  ."^tate,  and  the  surviving  members 
I  are  classed  with  its  most  prominent  and  respected 
;  citizens. 

I       David  Osborne,  great-grandfather  of  the  ladv 
I  n^encioned  above,  was  a  native  of  Goshen.  Litch- 
I  field  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  a  hero  of  the  war  of  the 
I  .  Revolution.    After  the  close  of  that  struggle  he 
I  Settled  with  his  family  in  Ciranby,  where  he  en- 
I  gaged  in  farming  un.til  his  decease.    William  Os- 
borne, son  of  David,  was  born  in  Granby,  was 
reared  to  farming,  and   married   Betsey  W  ilcox, 
also  a  native  of  Granby.    To  this  union  were  born 
eleven  children,  in  the  following  order:  William 
j  and  Riley,  deceased  ;  James,  still  living  at  the  ad- 
[  vanced  age  of  eighty-six  years  ;  Louise,  wlio  died 
j  in  Iowa;  Linus,  deceased;  INIelzar,  who  went  to 
!  Arizona;  L}"dia,  married  to  Edwin  B.  Alderman,  of 
South  Riverside,  Cal. ;  Lewis,  who  died  in  Cali- 
fornia:  David,  who  lives  in  Iowa;  Henry,  a  resi- 
dent of  Plainville,  Conn. ;  and  Leverett.  who  died 
;  in  California.     William  Osborne,  the  father,  was 
first  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  later  became  a 
Prohibitionist,  and  had  always  been  noted  for  his ' 
temperate  habits  and  upright  life.     He  lived  in 
i  Otis,  2^Iass..  many  years,  but  died  at  an  advanced 
age  in  Anamosa,  Iowa. 

W"illiam  Osborne,  the  eldest  child  in  the  above 
named  family,  and  the  father  of  ]\Irs.  James  T.  Hill 
was  bom  in  Otis,  Berkshire  Co.,  ^lass.,  in  1807.  He 
was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved 
to  Westfield,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
1  ing  his  education  in  the  public  scliools.  In  that 
'  city  he  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  whips,  ancl  also  carried  on  a  lumber 
business.  In  1858  he  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  and 
bought  the  Cobb  farm  of  fifty- four  acres,  erected 
a  dwelling,  barns  and  tobacco  sheds,  and  devoted 
l;is  attention  to  tobacco  growing,  stock  raising  and 
general  farming.  He  was  verv  successful  in  all 
his  enterprises,  and  attained  considerable  prom- 
inence in  the  community.  First  a  W  hig  in  politics, 
he  later  became  a  Democrat,  but  was  never  a  seeker 
after  office.  In  his  church  views  he  was  liberal, 
but  always  lived  up  to  the  golden  rule,  and  was 
renowned  for  his  nice  sense  of  honor,  integrity  and 
temperance.  He  was  affable  in  manner  and  gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  and  was  honored  and  respected 
wherever  known. 

Mr.  Osborne  married,  at  Agawam,  Hampden 
Co.,  Mass., Miss  P»etsev  Bailey,  a  native  of  (iroton, 
Xew  London  Co..  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Xath.an 
Bailey.    This  union  was  blessetl  with  four  children: 
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Maria,  wllo  of  Iliiiry  r>ranKn,  of  Springfield, 
Aiass. ;  \\  ir.iani  J'>.,  who  did  n\  1S73;  Alary  L., 
who  ilicil  yiuiig-;  and  Ida  IKuri'^Ua.  ihe  wile  of 
JaMiOj  r.  I  nil.  of  Sutl-icld. 

Mks.  Ida  il.  (0>!'.ok.\i:)  llii.i.  was  educated 
i:i  tlie  district  ..?vlu;ol.s  of  Suffield,  and  at  the  Con- 
r.ccticut  Literary  Institute,  in  the  same  town,  and 
i:i  l^8o  was  married  to  Jauics  T.  llill,  who  was 
born  in  Slmtesbury,  I'raiiklin  Co.,  Mass.,  a  son  of 
Oliver  llill.  In  politics  Mr.  llill  is  a  Republican, 
and  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
(.lunch.  The}'  r^si-ic  (^u  tl'.e  o'd  <  ^'-bcv,-ne  home- 
stead in  Suflicld,  where  Mr.  Hill  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  tobacco  growing  and  is  pros- 
pering. To  the  marriage  of  3.1r.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
have  been  born:  Bessie  3iiaiia  and  Bertha  ]\lary 
(twins),  who  are  remarkably  bright  girls,  and  are 
now  students  at  the  Connecticut  Literarv  Insti- 
tute, and  are  well  advanced  in  their  studies. 

Airs.  Betsey  (Bailey)  Osborne,  mother  of  Airs. 
Hill,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  on  the  farm 
j\larch  17,  18^5,  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  a  trulv  good  woman,  and  her  remains 
are  interred  in  the  Suffield  cemetery,  beside  those 
of  her  husband,  who  passed  away  -Dec.  6,  1S90. 

Airs.  Hill  is  a  lady  of  culture,  with  esthetic  in- 
stincts and  love  of  art,  and  is  well  read  in  current 
literature.  She  is,  moreover,  blessed  with  sound 
business  judgment,  and  as  a  housekeeper  is  un- 
excelled iu  t'lic  county.  She  and  liusband  enjoy 
the  contidcnce  and  respect  of  the  entire  community 
•ia  which  tliey  live,  and  the  children  are  the  admira- 
tion of  the  neighborhood. 

CHARLES     WOODWORTH  LATHROP. 
There  has  been  for  a  generation  or  longer  upon 
the  streets  of  Burnside,  in  the  town  of  East  Hart-- 
ford,  no  more  familiar  figure,  none  more  welcome, 
none  of  kindlier  disposition,  than  that  of  the  genial, 
whole-souled,  self-made  man  whose  name  appears 
at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch.    By  the  usual  meas-  ; 
urements  of  financial  success  Mr.  Lathrop  must  be  j 
accredited  in  the  comm,unitv  in  which  he  lives  with  ; 
a  Drominent  place.    But  it  is  not  by  that  standard  , 
that  he  is  best  knovrn,  nor  is  it  recognized  by  him- 
self.   He  is  admired  for  his  unostentatious  manner,  ; 
perhaps,  above  his  other  happy  and  sterling  traits,  i 
for  he  is  utterly  destitute  of  that  feeling  of  pride 
which  grows  profusely  in  the  shadow  of  success,  i 
He  is  a  plain-going  man,  in  whose  soul  ever  sparkle 
the  gems  of  kindness  and  good  cheer.    His  father  j 
often  said  to  his  bovs,  "you  can  be  sometliing,  or  1 
nothing."    The  maxim,  as  applied  to  the  career  of  j 
our  subject,  reveals  positive  results.  I 

Air.  Lathrop's  paternal  grandfather  was  an  in-  • 
dustrious  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Lebanon,  Conn. 
He  reared  a  large  family,  among  whom  were 
Henry,  a  liveryman  of  Norwich,  Conn. ;  Leonard, 
a  farmer  of  Andover,  Conn. ;  Elisha,  a  farmer  of 
New  London  county;  Erastus,  a  farmer  of  Lcba-  ' 


non  ;  Harvc)-,  the  father  of  our  subjeci  ;  and  one 
(.laughter. 

liarvey  Latb.rop,  the  father  of  our  siibject. 
lived  in  Le])anon.  where  in  addition  to  farming  he 
was  engaged  (luite  extensively  in  getting  ou.l  lum- 
ber and  handling  timber.  After  his  sons  had 
grown  up  and  k  it  him  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  New  London,  where  he  built  a  nice  home  and 
jiassed  the  reiuaiiuier  of  his  years.  He  married 
Octavia  W'oodworlh.  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Albert,  a  liveryin:m  of  luist  Hartford; 
Ch;ii  lc#  \\'.,  our  suliject ;  Harriet  L.,  widr.w  of  Will- 
iam Smith,  of  Norwich;  Henrietta,  \wio  murricil 
Charks  D.  Browning,  anil  died  in  Norwich ;  Eil- 
win,  a  resident  of  Norwich,  v.ho  died  wliile  on  a 
visit  to  Syracuse.  N.  Y. ;  Arthur,  a  coal  tlealer  an<l 
successful  business  man  of  Norwich,  Conn.;  Oli- 
ver, who  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Antietam ; 
John,  a  resident  oi  Alontville,  Conn.;  Fanny,  widow 
of  a  Air.  Kingsley,  of  Lebanon  ;  and  Fred,  who  mar- 
ried, and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years, 
leaving  two  eliildren.  The  father  was  a  man  whose 
every  act  toward  his  fellow  men  was  well  meant. 
He  was  most  highly  respected  and  was  well 
known.  He  was  a  \\  hig  and  later  a  Reptiblican 
in  politics,  but  was  not  a  politician.  He  lived  to 
the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  and  his  wife  to  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Charles  W.  Lathrop,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  Dec.  31,  1S33.  On  his  father's 
farm,  which  was  cne  of  the  best  in  Lebanon,  situated 
on  the  old  Colchester  and  Norwich  turnpike,  he 
passed  his  boyhood.  His  early  schooling  he  re- 
ceived in  the  district  schools,  and  among  his  school- 
mates was  Solomon  Lucas,  later  a  leading  member 
of  the  Norwich  Bar.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
Air.  Lathrop  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  His 
uncle,  Oliver  Wood  worth,  of  Scotland  (now  Burn- 
side  j,  was  a  paper-maker  in  the  mill  of  Goodwin 
&  Co.,  now  operated  by  F.  R.  W  alker  &  Son,  and  our 
subject  with  a  cash  capital  of  twelve  cents,  but 
with  sturdy  constitution,  a  character  that  had  been 
formed  on  equally  rugged  and  firm  principles,  an 
ambition  to  make  his  way  in  the  world,  and  the 
reserve  qualities  of  industry  and  thrift,  became 
an  employe  in  the  same  mill.  During  the  first 
year  he  v,orked  as  a  loft  man.  In  the  winter  fol- 
lowing he  returned  to  Lebanon  to  attend  school, 
and  in  the  spring  he  entered  the  emjjloy  of  the 
late  Giles  Forbes.  Thence  he  returned  to  his  old 
position  in  the  mill,  wdiere  he  remained  until  1855. 
In  that  year  he  bought  the  company's  team  and 
began  the  trucking  business.  Air.  Lathrop  started 
with  an  ordinary  truck  wagon  in  the  busines-^,  which 
he  followed  for  about  thirtA'-fivc  years,  and  in  which 
he  grew  to  be  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  town. 
His  team  were  a  pair  of  ordinary  dra-ft  horses,  each 
1,500  pounds  in  weight.    His  work  for  the  mill 
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was  done  liy  tlie  tmi.  liis  ]\iy  Iioins^-  seventy  cents  a 
ten.  and  tin  the  roa<ls  were  tar  inferior  to  wliat 
tliey  are  now  Mr.  Laihrop  riade  liis  two  trips  a 
(lay  regularly,  seldom  missing;',  even  wIkh  lieavy 
rains  had  turned  tlie  old-time  Kast  Hartford  roads 
into  lakes  of  nutd.  or  on  the  worst  winter  days, 
\vhe\i  snow  was  piled  in  drifts  tive  or  six  feet  high. 
In  1858  he  went  to  Hartford,  and  for  two  vears 
teamed  for  i'dll  ^  lialdwui.  He  then  returned  to 
Bnrnside. 

In  1S62  Mr.  Lathrop  enlisted  in  Companv  A. 
Twenty-iitth  Coim.  \'.  1.,  a  company  atid  reg'iment 
which  contanieo  uiawx  men  uno  afterward  beea.me 
prominent.  The  regiment  was  in  the  expedition  of 
Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  of  Louisiana,  and  was 
present  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson.  "sIy.  Lath- 
rop was  detailed  with  six  others  from  his  brigade 
on  wagon  duty  during  a  portion  of  the  siege.  While 
at  the  Sprin.gtield  lauding  one  afternoon  the  detail 
caught  sight  of  three  hundred  Confederate  cav- 
alry raiding  down  on  the  landing.  The  other  six 
fell  into  the  clutches  of  the  "Johnnies,"  but  ^Ir. 
Lathrop  contrived  to  bring  his  wagon  and  team 
and  their  load  of  rations  away  in  safety,  though 
the  Confederate  troopers  followed  in  hot  pursuit 
for  four  miles.  One  of  their  bullets  struck  a  for- 
ward wdieel,  and  dozens  of  otliers  whistled  by  the 
driver's  ears  during  the  chase.  In  August,  1863, 
Mr.  Lathrop  bought  one-third  of  the  interest  in 
Baldwin  &  Downing's  truck  business.  Then  he 
bought  the  team  of  F.  R.  Walker,  who  had  come 
into  ownership  of  the  upper  niill,  and  went 
into  his  employ  as  teamster.  L'ntil  1S92  ]\Ir.  Lath- 
rop followed  this  occupation.  His  trip  from  the 
mill  to  the  steamboat  dock  was  made  with  the 
regularity  and  reliabilitv  of  a  pendttlum.  Leaving 
his  home  at  6:30,  he  would  reach  ^l^\n  st'-eet  at  7, 
and  the  dock  shortly  after  7 :30.  Such  was  the 
regularity  of  his  trips  that  ^^'illian•l  L.  Huntting, 
if  his  clock  ran  down  at  night,  would  set  the  hands 
at  7  o'clock  when  he  saw  Mr.  Lathrop's  team  pass- 
ing in  the  morning.  With  the  exception  of  one 
year  ]\Ir.  Lathrop  had  fine  luck  with  his  horses, 
but  in  that  year  he  lost  $1,000  worth.  He  figures 
that  the  tolls  he  paid  to  the  old  bridge  company 
amounted  to  something  over  87,000.  In  [March, 
1892,  he  sold  out  his  business  to  G.  Dwight  Burn- 
ham;  his  outfit  included  two  wagons,  five  horses, 
and  the  necessary  harnesses  and  equipments. 

Mr.  Lathrop  was  married,  Jan.  8,  1856,  to  }vliss 
Harriet  E.  Bliss,  who  was  born  May  28,  1833, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Paulina  (Rowell)  Bliss,  of 
Burnside.  Ira  Bliss  was  a  \"ernionter  by  birth, 
and  his  wnfe  was  a  native  of  New^  York  State.  To 
Ira  and  Pauline  Bliss  w'ere  born  five  children :  Delia 
P.,  now  Mrs.  E.  C.  Brewer,  of  Silver  street.  East 
Hartford ;  Harriet  E.,  wife  of  our  subject,  and 
Hayden  W.,  of  Hartford,  twins:  Julia  E.,  who  died 
aged  fifteen  years;  and  Sarah  E.,  who  died  young. 
Ira  Bliss  was  a  papermakcr  by  trade,  and  in  later 
life  acted  as  station  agent  at  Burnside.    1  le  was 
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'  assassinated  by  two  young    men,    who  assaulted 

'  him  I'el).  21,  187(1,  inllicting  injuries  which  re- 
sulted in  his  death  nine  days  later.  He  was  a 
higiil}'- respected  citizen,  and  a  member  of  the  Con- 

.  gregational  Church,  and  in  politics  a  stanch  Ke- 

1  publican. 

I  The  marriage  of  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lathrop  was 
■  blessed  with  two  children:  Julia,  wife  of  Henry  S. 
i  Camp,  a  meat  dealer  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  has 
j.  one  son,  Charles  Lathrop  Camp:  and  Lelia.  who 
I  died  in  iSSo,  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  ^Ir.  Lathrop 
'  erected  his  excellent  home  on  Burnside  avenue, 
;  wiiicii  ■contains'  all  the  conveniences  and  appoini- 
i  nients  of  a  modern  residence.  His  wife  attends 
i  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  East  Hart- 
;  ford.  In  politics  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  Re- 
j  publican  since  the  'organization  of  that  party.  In 
I  the  autunm  of  1S92  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
!  selectmen,  and  he  filled  that  ofiice  continuously  for 
j  some  time,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  his  pop- 
j  ularity  being  attested  by  the  large  votes  he  has  re- 
I  ceived ;  later  he  served  as  second  selectman  of  East 
;  Hartford,  and  proved  a  painstaking  official,  imi- 
i  formly  kind  and  courteous,  aiid  ever  ready  and 
i  willins:  to  bestow  a  favor  when  consistent  with 
i  his  line  of  duty.  He  is  widely  known  and  wdiere- 
ever  known  is  favorably  known. 

WILLIA^I  BALLANTINE  KING  is  one  of 
the  old  and  honored  citizens  of  the  town  of  Suf- 
field,  and  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  its 
prominent  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  Julv,  18, 
1823,  in  that  town,  where  eight  generations  of  the 
family  have  made  their  home.  There  is  an  old 
age  that  is  a  benediction  to  all  that  comes  in  con- 
tact with  it,  that  gives  out  of  its  rich  stores  of 
I  learning  and  experience,  and  grows  stronger  intel- 
I  lectually  and  spiritually  as  the  years  pass.  Such  is 
the  life  of  ^Ir.  King,  an  encouragement  to  his  as- 
sociates, and  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation 
to  the  young. 

James  King,  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in 
I  the  town  of  Suffield,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
I  and  an  extensive  land  owner.  He  spent  his  last 
;  years  here,  and  made  many  improvements  upon  his 
!  property.  He  was  married,  in  1655,  to  ]\Iiss  Bithia 
Beldrake,  and  both  died  here,  being  buried  in  Suf- 
field cemetery. 

William  King,  the  son  of  this  worthy  couple, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Suftield,  and  made  farm- 
ing his  life  work.  He  also  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  in  this  section,  where  he  always  made  his 
i  home.  He  was  quite  active  in  religious  affairs, 
and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  Suf- 
field cemetery. 

One  of  their  sons,  William  King,  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Suf- 
j  field,  and  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
1  to  which  he  gave  a  comnnun'on  set  of  solid  silver 
that  is  still  in  use,  highly  prized  by  the  congrega- 
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lion,  lie  was  one  ol  the  li>uiiiIors  of  that  church, 
ami  at  his  ilcath  was  laid  to  rest  in  its  cemetery, 
lie  lived  durini::  the  striiogle  for  independence,  was 
a  farmer  ami  slock  raiser  by  occupation,  and  was 
well  liked  and  h;L;hiy  resp.ected  hy  the  entire  coui- 
nuinity.  He  married  a  -Miss  Hathaway,  and  to  them 
wei'o  born  sewn  chiKhen:  Wilhani,  Seth,  Appolis, 
Mrs.  Fuller,  .Mrs.  Adams,  Airs.  Pickett  and  Airs! 
Lcavitt. 

Scth  King-,  the  second  son  in  this  familv,  and 
the  graiuifather  of  our  su!)ject,  was  born  on  the 
old  King  liomcstead,  and  received  a  common-school 
cducaiion.  In  i;^';  he  ^er\x^i  as  lieuicuant  and 
adjutant-general  in  the  militia,  and  in  the  great 
struggle  for  freedom  he  bore  his  part  with  the 
Colonial  troops,  participating-  in  the  battles  on  Long 
Island.  The  Hint-lock  gun  and  powder-horn  whiclt 
1-e  carried  during-  the  Revolution  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  our  subject,  lie  was  quite  a  pros- 
perous farmer,  an.d  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
Suffield  town,  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  a  Whig  in  politics  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Ballantine,  of  Washington,  Berkshire 
Co.,  Alass.,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children: 
Sarah,  wife  of  Horace  Smith,  of  Amherst:,  Seth, 
who  married  Aniia  Aloore ;  Joh.n.  father  of  our 
subject ;  Lydia,  wife  of  Ephra  Alathew ;  Alarv,  wife 
of  Henry  Loomis,  of  Sutlield ;  and  Lucy,  who  died 
unmarried.  The  mother  of  tliese  children,  who 
was  a  true  Christian  woman,  died  in  Suffield  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  was  buried  there. 

John  King  was  also  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as  an  agri- 
culturist, and  w-as  educated  in  tl^e  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  He  took  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics,  as  a  supporter  of 
the  Whig  party,  was  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  W'as  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
to  which  he  belonged.  He  married  Sally  Stocking, 
of  Glastonbury,  Hartford  county,  a  daughter  of 
Ashel  Stocking,  a  well-known  citizen  of  tl-ie  coun- 
ty, and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  \\'illiani 
15.,  our  subject ;  and  Martha,  wh.o  died  young. 
The  mother  died  in  1829,  and  the  father  subse- 
quently married  Prudence  Baker,  of  Amherst, 
Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Osmyn  B. ; 
Martha;  Jane,  widow  of  James  Kimball,  of  Am- 
herst, Alass. ;  and  John,  who  died  in  .Suffield.  Airs. 
Prudence  King  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1876, 
Air.  King  in  1869,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Suffield  cemetery. 

After  attending  the  district  schools  for  some 
time,  William  B.  King  became  a  student  in  Suffield 
Institute,  which  occujiicd  the  site  of  the  present 
Kent  Library.  Only  five  of  Suffield's  citizens  arc 
now  living  who  attended  that  institute  with  our 
subject.  He  completed  his  education  at  Amherst 
Academy,  Hampshire  Co.,  Alass.  He  was  a  close 
student,  a  good  scholar,  and  was  noted  for  his  pen- 
manship.   At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  home  and 


v.-ent  to  New  York,  uhere  he  shiiijied  aboard  a  sail- 
ing vessel  for  the  Bernuidas,  and,  as  he  had  studied 
r.avigatioi-i  at  school,  his  a-sistance  was  very  val- 
uable to  the  captain  ami  mate  in  taking  observa- 
tions. After  s])ending-  about  six  months  in  coast- 
ing round  the  Bermudas,  he  returned  to  his  home, 
b'or  three  years  he  followed  teaching  in  South- 
wick,  Alass..  and  for  two  years  taught  school  in 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
turned to  his  hoi-ne  in  the  town  of  Suffield,  took  up 
the  manufacture  of  brick,  which  he  continued  to 
follow  for  twenty  years,  many  of  the  foundations  of 
the  lior.-e^  in  S'u.'iield  being  built  of  his  brick,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  public  buildings,  including  the 
town  hall.  His  own  residence,  erected  in  1S55, 
was  also  built  of  brick  which  he  made.  Since  giving 
up  that  business  he  has  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, dairying  and  stock  raisii-ig,  and  has  met  w-ith 
well-merited  success. 

In  1856  Air.  King  w-as  ui-iited  in  marriage  with 
Aliss  Alary  R.  Wright,  of  Holyoke,  Alass.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eber  and  Oral  (Chapin)  Wright.  Her 
grandfathers,  Col.  Abel  Chapin  and  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Wright,  bore  a  prominent  and  active  part  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Four  children  were  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife:  (i)  Sarah  mar- 
ried George  H.  Hill,  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  and  they 
had  three  children,  Josephine,  Lucy  and  Herbert. 
(2)  Harriet  Wright  is  the  w-ife  of  William  Hamblen, 
of  Springfield,  Alass.  (3)  AVilliani  B.  died  young. 
(4)  John  A.,  at  home,  married  Alinnie  Cutting,  of 
Springfield,  Alass.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Will- 
iam, wdio  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  family 
to  be  born  in  Suffield  town. 

Air.  King  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
educational  affairs,  and  has  most  efficiently  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  is  an 
ardent  su]jiiorter  of  the  Republican  party,  there 
never  having  Ijcen  a  Democrat  in  the  fa-nily,  but 
he  has  never  cared  for  political  preferment.  For 
over  fifty-eight  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  has  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  and  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  His 
life  is  exemplary  in  many  respects,  and  he  has 
ever  supported  those  interests  which  are  calculated 
to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity. 

GILES  LAXGDOX  DUXHAAl,  a  prominent 
and  representative  farmer  of  Southington,  was 
born  on  tlie  farm  where  he  now  resides  July  16, 
1832.  His  father,  Chauncey  Dunham,  was  born 
Alarch  29,  1786,  and  lived  in  the  old  hoi-nestead  now 
occupied  by  our  subject.  He  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Rosanna  Root,  and  on  Dec.  23,  1824,  to 
Sylvia  Langdon,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Giles  and 
Sarah  (Carter)  Langdon.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  was  liighly  respected 
b}-  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  Sept.  29,  1880,  but 
his  widow  is  still  living  (Sept.  27,  1900).  in  good 
health,  with  her  faculties  very  little  impaired.  She 
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was  born  July  2~,  1800,  and  on  jnly  2j .  1900.  cele- 
brated her  one  hnndredtli  binhday.  She  was  in- 
vited to  go  to  the  Sunthington  At^^ricnltnral  I'air, 
Sept.  4,  accepted  the  invitation,  and  while  there 
enjoyed  a  ride  in  an  antoniobilc.  She  is  spoken  of 
a?  being  the  first  centenarian  to  ride  in  an  anto- 
niobile.  1 

Cornelius  Dunham,  the  ]iaternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1740,  and  was  married,  i 
Feb.  2,  1764,  to  Jemima  Andrews,  daughter  of  '■ 
Jonathan  and  Susannah  (^Richards)  Andrews.    He  i 
also  lived  on  the  old  homestead  in  Southington,  ( 
vh.ero  b.e  kopt  a  t;'.\-iT!i  tV.r  :v:'.ry  ycp.'-^.  and  was  \ 
noted  for  his  hospitality.    He  died  Feb.  23,  1S19. 
His  father,  Gideon  Dunham,  th.e  first  of  the  name  to 
reside  in  Southington,  is  supposed  to  have  come 
from  Martha's  \'ineyard.    He  died  April  27,  1762.., 

Giles  Langdon,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  j 
subject,  was  born  in  Southington  ^lay  24,  1763,  ; 
and  was  married  Jan.  20,  17S5.  to  Sarah  Carter,  ; 
daughter  of  Abel  and  ]\Iary  (  Coach)  Carter,  of  ; 
Southington.  He  lield  the  military  rank  of  cap-  i 
tain,  and  died  Feb.  11,  1S47.  His  father;  Giles  | 
Langdon,  Sr.,  was  born  July  22,  1720,  and  was  j 
married,  Nov.  4,  1751,  to  Ruth  Andrews,  daughter  1 
of  Stephen  and  Ruth  (Barnes)  Andrews.  He  died  | 
in  December,  1777.  He  was  a  sen  of  Joseph  Lang-  ; 
don,  who  was  born  in  Farmington  in  March.  16S8,  j 
and  was  married,  Dec.  24,  1713,  to  Rachel  Cowles,  ' 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (  Porter)  Cowles.  ; 
He  also  lived  in  Southington.  His  father,  Joseph  ; 
Langdon,  of  Farmington,  was  married,  in  October,  I 
1683,  to  Susannah  Root,  daughter  of  John  and  I 
Mary  (Kilbourn)  Root,  and  died  April  8,  1749, 
at  the  age  of  about  eighty-nine  years.  He  was  a 
son  of  John  Langdon,  of  Farmington,  who  was  j 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  October,  1668,  was  ; 
made  a  freeman  in  October,  1669,  and  admitted  to  j 
the  Farmington  Church  July  12,  1653,  afterward  | 
serving  as  deacon  of  the  same.  He  died  in  16S9.  j 
His  father,  George  Langdon,  the  progenitor  of  the  i 
family  in  this  county,  is  first  found  in  \\'ethers-  j 
field,  and  later  in  Springfield  and  Northampton,  \ 
Mass.,  where  he  died  Dec.  29,  1676.  j 

Giles  L.  Dunham,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  | 
agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  I 
there  he  has  spent  his  entire  life  with  the  exception  : 
of  seven  years,  when  he  resided  in  New  Haven  and 
followed  various  occupations.    He  is  a  thorough 
and  systematic  farmer,  and  has  met  with  well- 
merited  success  in  his  labors.   He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  South-  ■ 
ington,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Repub-  \ 
lican  party.  ■ 

Mr.  Dunham  has  been  twice  married,  his  first, 
wife  being  Miss  Nancy  Robinson,  a  daughter  of 
Lester  and  Nancy  (Augusta)  Roljinson,  of  Uristol,  ' 
and  by  that  union  he  had  two  children :  Ida  A.. 
wife  of  Winfield  S.  Pease,  died  Dec.  12,  1894;  and 
Louise  R.  is  the  wife  of  P>ank  H.  Barnes.  For 
his  second  wife,  he  married  .Miss  Julia  I'latt,  a 


daughter  of  Joseph  and  Meiiitahle  (Thompson) 
Piatt,  of  Midillebury,  Conn.,  who  removed  from 
that  town  to  Southington  in  1863.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Gideon  and  Lydia  (Sperry) 
I'latt.  By  his  second  marriage  ^Ir.  Dunham  has 
one  daughter,  Clara  T. 

SCOMLLF  J.  HAMILTON,  a  lumber  manu- 
facturer and  farmer  of  the  ^^teadow  Plain  District, 
Simsbury,  has  won  success  in  life  through  his  tm- 
deviating  adherence  to  the  sterling  principles  of 
honesty,  duty  and  industry,  combined  with  ready 
tact  and  keen  judgment.  Pie  is  a  man  of  recog- 
nized business  ability,  but  is  no  less  honored  for  his 
character.  He  is  enterprising  and  progressive,  and 
these  qualities  also  have  contributed  not  a  little  to 
his  material  adv-.ncement. 

The  Hamilton  family  is  of  Scottish  extraction, 
and  among  the  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  His 
grandfather,  Jonathan  liamilton,  was  a  resident  of 
Tolland.  ]Mass.  Jonathan  Scoville  Plamilton,  the 
father  of  otir  subject,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
home,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  New 
Plartford,  Conn.,  and  there  learned  the  machinist's 
trade.  For  several  years  he  worked  at  his  trade 
in  the  shops  of  D.  B.  Smith,  and  later  he  was  with 
the  Chapmans.  Early  in  the  'fifties  he  removed 
to  Simsbury,  having  decided  to  turn  his  attention 
to  fanning,  purchased  the  Reuben  Tuller  farm,  at 
Bushy  Hill,  and  there  spent  several  years,  engaged 
in.  stock  raising,  tobacco  growing  and  general  farm- 
ing, tie  then  purchased  the  Curtis  farm,  in  the 
jMeadow  Plain  District,  and  there  remained,  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death  in 
1884.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  stock,  dairy 
and  tobacco  branches  of  farming.  He  married  in 
New  Hartford.  Flora  Tuller,  a  native  of  Simsbury 
and  daughter  of  Reuben  Tuller,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them :  Winifred  F.,  who  married  R. 
S.  Smith,  and  is  now"  deceased ;  Emily  E.,  wife  of 
F.  Ellsworth,  of  Hartford;  and  Scoville  J.,  our  sub- 
ject. The  mother  died  on  the  farm  in  1879.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  de- 
vout Christian  woman,  a  faithful  wife  and  efilection- 
ate  mother. 

Scoville  J.  Hamilton,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Bushy  Plill,  Simsbury,  June  21,  1858.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  slight.  He  attended  the 
district  schools,  but  the  work  on  the  farm  called  for 
much  of  his  time  even  as  a  boy,  and  as  the  only  son 
in  his  father's  family  the  management  was  gradu- 
ally shifted  to  his  young  shoulders.  It  was  a  duty 
which  he  felt  he  could  not  avoid.  Though  filled 
with  the  same  ambitions  as  otlier  young  men  to 
strike  out  for  himself,  he  remained  on  the  farm 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1883,  caring  for  his 
parents  and  their  affairs  in  their  old  age.  Then 
Mr.  tiamilton's  career  in  his  own  behalf  began. 
Pie  started  in  the  lumber  business  in  Simsbury, 
buying  the  C.  C.  Mill  portable  sawmill,  and  has 
since  continued  in  the  lumber  manufacturing  busi- 
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iioss,  in  connection  with  larniin;;'.  Imxing  tracts  of 
timber  ami  reducing-  it  to  hunlicr.  In  i8i.)4  Mr. 
llanulton  purcliased  ilic  John  Case  farm,  a  tract  of 
sixty-hve  acres,  and  is  now  engaged  largelv  in  to- 
bacco growing  and  general  farming. 

Mr.  Hamilton  marrietl.  at  Meadow  Plain..  Si.ns- 
bury,  iu  1S87.  J^elle  Latimer,  a  native  of  tliat 
town,  daughter  of  IVanklin  A.  Latimer.  The  Lat- 
imer family  are  among  the  best  citizens  of  Sii.is- 
bury.  Franklin  .A.  Latimer,  father  of  ^Irs.  Hamil- 
ton, was  born  at  Meadow  Plain,  a  son  of  Ariel 
-Latimer,  and  a  grandson  of  W'aite  Latimer.  Frank- 
lin A.  L:.tnner  was  edueaLcJ  ihc  dlslrict  ^ch^'ols 
near  his  home,  and  also  at  W'estlield,  Alass.,  and 
at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suffield.  He 
taught  school  during  the  winter  months,  and  worked 
on  tlie  Farmington  canal  in  summer,  at  first  driv- 
ing a  team,  from  which  position  he  rose  to  that  of 
captain  of  a  canal-boat,  plying  between  Xew  Haven 
and  Northampton.  After  the  canal  was  abandoned 
he  began  farming,  and  settled  on  the  homestead, 
where  he  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock  rais- 
ing and  tobacco  growing  on  a  tract  of  125  acres, 
on  wliich  he  made  many  improvements,  and  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  He  was  in  every 
sense  a  self-made  man,  beginning"  life  a  poor  boy, 
and  gaining  a  start  through  his  hidustry  and  thrift. 
He  was  elected  selectman  of  the  town  of  Simsbury, 
but  never  sought  oftice.  In  politics  he  v.as  a  Re- 
publican. In  manner  he  was  unassuming,  domestic 
in  his  habits,  temperate,  kind  and  generotis.  He 
died  on  his  farm  Dec.  28,  189S,  and  was  buried  in 
Avon.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  married,  in  Bloomfield,  Elizabeth  R. 
Case,  born  in  Eloomfield,  daughter  of  Flart  H.  and 
Rose  B.  (Pinney)  Case,  and  to  them  three  children 
were  born:  Belle  E.,  wife  of  Scoville  J.  Hamilton, 
our  subject;  Clara  E.,  wife  of  Wiiber  A.  Snow%  of 
Middletown  ;  and  Franklin  A.,  who  married  Clara 
A.  Rockwell,  and  lives  at  Springfield,  Mass.  The 
mother  died  in  1883,  and  is  buried  in  Avon  ceme- 
tery. Franklin  A.  Latimer  was  noted  for  his  hon- 
esty, honor  and  genial  disposition. 

/Hart  H.  Case,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Hamilton,  was  a  son  of  Hezekiah  Case,  a  grandson 
of  Jedediah  Case,  and  a  great-grandson  of  Deacon 
Joseph  Case.  [A  full  sketch  of  this  illustrious  Con- 
necticut familv  appears  elsewhere]. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Hamilton  is  a  Republican.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Avon.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  Suffield.  and  for  six  years  taught  school 
in  Simsburv,  Blcomficld  and  Farmington.  She  is 
a  member  of  Abigail  Phelps  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

WILLI  A  AI  COX  JOIIXSTOX,  a  wcli-known 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Southington.  was 
born  in  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  June  I,  1862,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  M.  and  Margaret  A.  (Cox)  Johnston, 


i  tie  former  a  native  of  Fdinbiu'gh,  Scotland,  the 
j  latter  of  St.  Helen's  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
;  f.itb.er,  James  joluiston.  was  a  son  of  Sa:nnvl  and 
i  l-'..^ther  (liairdi  Jolmstiai,  and  married  Elizabeth 
j  Aiaxweil,  a  daiigl-.ter  of  James  and  Molly  t  Baird  j 
I  "viaxwell.  James  Maxwell  was  a  butcher  of  Edin- 
i  burgh,  and  James  Jolniston  and  his  father,  Samuel 
j  lolmslon,  were  both  phnnbers  and  gas-titters  bv 
I  tiad.e. 

!  J.^.hn  r\I.  Johnston,  the  father  of  our  subject,, 
i  was  born  Ian.  i,  i8;2,  and  was  reared  in  Edinburgh, 
i  Scotland,  where  he  served  a  seven-years  apprentice- 
1  ship  to  th.o  shoemaker's  trade,  in  1851  he  came 
j  to  America,  and  worked  at  his  trade  nearly  two 
1  _\ears  in  Xew  York  City,  after  which  he  followed 
j  the  same  vocation  in  l!ridgeport,  West  Hartford, 
j  Tariffville  and  Southington,  Conn.,  having  made 
i  his  home  in  the  last-named  place  since  1878.  Dur- 
!  ii;g  th.e  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  Sept.  i,  1S62,  in  Com- 
i  pany  A,  47lh  X.  Y.  \'.  I.,  and  after  seventeen 
I  months  of  arduous  service  was  honorably  discharged 
i  on  account  of  disability.  He  is  now  a  member 
!  of  Ti'umbuU  Post.  Xo.  16,  G.  A.  R.,  of  South- 
ington, and  is  an  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citi- 
'  zen  of  the  town.  On  Feb.  28,  1853,  he  married 
j  3ilargaret  A.  Cox.  a  daughter  of  James  and  iMar- 
i  garet  (Lytic)  Cox.  of  St.  Helen's,  England,  and  to- 
j  them  were  born  nine  children  ;  only  three  grew^  to 
j  maturity,  \\  illiam  C,  Mabel  I.  and  E.  Louise,  and 
'  our  subject  is  now  the  only  survivor, 
i  ^\'illiam  Cox  Johnston  was  reared  and  educated 
I  in  this  State,  and  since  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self has  followed  various  lines  of  business,  in  whicii 
;  he  has  met  with  excellent  success,  having  accumu- 
'  lated  a  fine  property.  Since  1878  he  has  beert 
,  a  resident  of  Southington,  and  has  won  a  foremost 
place  among  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
I  town. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
;  v/ife  being  Lucy  Gunn.  a  native  of  England,  and  for 
i  his  second  wife  he  married  Louise  Herthal.  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Lewis  High  School,  in  Southington.  class. 
:  of  1892.  and.  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
j  (Anding)  Herthal,  r.atives  of  Hessen  Cassel,  Ger- 
!  many.    By  the  last  marriage  he  has  one  son,  Henry 
;  Plerthal  Johnston.    Religiously  Air.  Johnston  is  a 
'  member  of  th.e  Baptist  Church,  and  socially  is  a 
I  niember  of  the  Friendship  Lodge,  X'o.  33,  F.  & 
A.  M. :  and  Triune  Chapter,  Xo.  40,  R.  A.  M.  Po- 
litically  he  affiliates  v.'ith  the  Republican  party,  and 
!  gives  his  supiiort  to  every  measure  which  he  be- 
j  litves  will  prove  of  public  good. 

!  HOX.  JOHX  O.  PHELPS  (deceased),  for- 
;  m.erly  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  was 
I  for  niany  years  a  leading  resident  of  the  town  of 
I  Winrlsor,  in  Hartford  county.  As  a  business  man 
;  he  displayed  marked  ability,  and  on  turning  his  at- 
I  tention  in  later  years  to  agriculture  he  applied  th'^ 
'  same  acumen  in  planning  of  details  and  thorough- 
ness of  execution  to  that  work  which  had  charac- 
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torizoil  Iiis  otYorts  in  other  lines.  AKvavs  public-  I 
i;pirite(l,  ho  took  keen  interest  in  all  that  pertained  1 
to  the  welfare  of  the  eonunnnitv  in  which  he  re-  i 
siileil,  while  he  was  i)roniinent  politicallv  as  a  nicm-  ; 
ber  of  th.e  Democratic  organization,  serviiiL;-  in  vari-  i 
ous  oliices  of  responsibility  and  trust.  \ 

Mr.  riielps  was  born  Sept.   15,  iSjj.  in  the  ^ 
town  of  East  Windsor,  and  was  descended  from  a  i 
highly-respected    family    of    this    section.      Levi  ! 
Phelps,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  well- 
known  farmer  of  East  Windsor.    Levi  C.  I'helps. 
our  subject's  father,  was  also  engaged  in  agriculture 

tl;is  county,  ir,;       yf  rs  of  h.;s  life  being  spent 
in  East  Windsor,  but  later  he  removed  to  Geneva,  j 
Ohio,  and  finally  to  Illinois,  where  his  death  oc-  j 
curred.    His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  ^Martha  j 
Fish,  died  during  his  residence  at  Geneva.    Thev  I 
had  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  follow-  j 
ing  lived  to  adult  age :  Salome  married  3.Iosley  Os-  j 
borne,  and  died  in  East  Windsor.    John  O.  is  men-  j 
tioned  below.    Eliza  married  Frederick  Drake,  of  | 
Windsor  Locks  and  survived  him,  dying  in  1S99;  I 
she  left  seven  children.    2\Iartha  married  David  Os-  | 
borne,  of  Windsor,  wdiom  she  survives,  and  they  j 
had  one  child,  ^NLartha,  wdio  became  the  wife  of 
Louis  Clapp,  of  Poquonock,  and  died  leaving  four 
children ;  ]Mr.  Osborne  was  a  soldier  in  the  Re- 
bellion.   }vlaria  first  married  William  R.  Spring, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Josephine,  who  married 
Charles  Hunt,  of  Flatbush,  X.  Y.    Henry  resides 
in  Windsor.    Ed,gar  is  deceased.    Jamon  settled  in 
Illinois. 

As  the  eldest  son  of  a  poor  farmer,  John  O. 
Phelps  had  but  limited  educational  advantages,  and  j 
in  addition  to  assisting  in  the  work  at  home  he  hired 
out  at  times  to  his  neighbors  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  earn  wages.    On  Nov.  24,  1844,  he  v.-as 
married,  in  Windsor  town,  to  Miss  Alaria  Lam- 
berton.  and  soon  afterward  began  housekeeping  at  I 
Windsor  Locks,  where  he  was  employed  at  that  time  i 
as  a  wood  chopper.    Later  he  removed  to  Windsor  j 
Center,  on  the  river  road,  and  engaged  in  the  brick- 
making  business,  continuing  several  years,  and  on  j 
retiring  from  that  en.terprise  he  located  on  a  farm 
belonging  to  his  great-aunt,    Sarah    Phelps,  for 
whom  he  cared  during  her  declining  years.    In  the  ; 
latter  'sixties  he  settled  upon  the  present  homestead  i 
in  Windsor  town,  where  he  died  Sept.  3,  1894,  his  j 
remains  being  interred  in  Poquonock  cemetery.    He  j 
left  a  handsome  competence,  but  his  best  bequest  i 
to  his  loved  ones  is  the  memory  of  an  honored  name,  j 
won  by  years  of  upright  living.    His  only  child,  j 
Ella,  married  Henry  J.  Fenton,  and  died  at  ^^'ind- 
sor,  Nov.  12,  18S9,  leaving  three  children:  John 
O.,  Nettie  C.  (:Mrs.  A.  G.  Barnes  j,  and  Harry  F., 
who  resided  with  their  grandmother    after  Mr. 
Phelps'  decease. 

Mrs.  Alaria  (Lamberton)  Phelps,  to  whose  in- 
telligent advice  and  assistance  her  husband  owecl 
much  of  his  prosjjcritv,  was  born  in  Windsor  town. 
May  29,  1827,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Alura 


(Skinnerl  Lamberton,  her  father  being  a  well- 
known  agriculturist.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children — five  sons  and  live  daughters — of 
whom  one  sister  and  three  brothers  arc  living. 
Mrs.  Phelps  died  on  Nov.  11,  1899,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness, and  was  buried  at  Poquonock.  She  had  been 
gradually  "wearing  otit"  for  several  years.  ■ 

Joiix  O.  Fkxtox,  who  now  has  charge  of  th.e 
Phelps  property,  is  a  great-grandson  of  Lester 
Fenton,  a  resident  of  \'ernon,  Coini..  who  died  in 
Wethersfield.  He  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of 
whom  Frederick  madehis  home  in  Poquonock,  where 
he  married  Cornelia  Griswold,  and  both  died  there. 
They  had  two  children,  Henry  J.  and  Nettie,  the 
daughter  dying  young.  hVederick  Fenton  was  in 
his  day  one  of  the  authorities  in  tobacco  raisintj 
in  Windsor,  and  did  much  to  bring  that  branch  of 
agriculture  to  its  present  state  in  his  section,  mak- 
ing niany  experiments  in  that  line.  The  farm  of 
J.  O.  Phelps,  consisting  of  sixty-five  acres,  is  now 
conducted  by  his  grandson,  John  O.  Fenton,  and 
is  devoted  entirely  to  tobacco  raising.  Henry  J. 
Fenton  was  born  in  Poquonock,  and  engaged  in 
farming  during  his  active  years.  He  is  now  living 
in  Flartford.  John  O.  Fenton  is  a  member  of  the 
^lasonic  Fraternity,  uniting  with  the  lodge  at 
\\'indsor. 

JOHN  ELA^I  CASE,  one  of  Simsbury's  best- 
known  citizens,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Hartford  county,  the  representative  of 
a  family  who  for  almost  two  and  a  half  centuries 
has  been  prominent  in  the  history  of  Connecticut, 
is  now  an  extensive  poultrv  raiser  and  farmer.  In- 
cajjacitated  for  many  vocations  by  the  loss  of  a 
liinb,  ipi  consequence  of  a  desperate  woimd  received 
in  battle  at  Antietam,  he  has  nevertheless  attained 
commanding  prominence  as  a  citizen  and  success 
in  business  undertakings.  Honored  by  his  fellow 
men  for  his  generous  contributions  to  the  weal 
and  progress  of  society,  public-spirited  and  capable 
in  the  management  of  aftairs,  'Sir.  Case  has  been  an 
active  and  influential  factor  in  tne  history  of  his 
native  town. 

The  Case  familv  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
numerous  in  Hartford  county.  John  Case,  the 
founder  of  the  American  branch,  was  a  native  of 
England,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  Colonies,  coming  to  Windsor  from 
the  old  family  home  at  Aylesham,  England,  where 
many  of  thein  now  reside.  Thev  were  a  noted 
family  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
and  accunnikUed  fortimes  by  furnishing  leather 
for  his  army,  being  tanners  and  farmers :  thev  have 
held  this  contract  ever  since.  Thev  hold  all  the 
lands  around  Aylesham,  so  that  the  town  is  said 
to  be  '"Cased"  in,  and  are  called  a  clan  by  them- 
selves there.  Their  lands  surround  the  possessions 
of  Anne  Roleyn,  who  became  the  wife  of  King 
Henry  VHI,  and  was  afterward  beheaded,  and  they 
are  closely  related  to  the  Boleyns  by  inter-marriage. 
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The  records  of  Aylcsliani  show  that  thov  came  from 
York  to  Alycshani  in  the  year  uoo,  and  niombers 
of  the  family  in  Connecticut  and  Ohio  have  coimcs 
of  their  coat  of  arms. 

John  Case  remained  in  Windsor  until  the  spring 
of  l6(^).  lie  then  came  to  Simshury,  and  settled  at 
Wcatogue :  was  elected  the  first  constable  of  Sims- 
bury  C)ct.  14,  i^t'i).  and  about  167J  represented  the 
town  at  the  General  Court  or  Assemblv.  He  died  in 
Sinisbury  Feb.  Ji.  i7eW4.  aiid  was  buried  there.  He 
was  a  land  owner  and  farmer,  and  a  prominent  citi- 
zen. He  married  for  liis  first  wife  Sarah,  daughter 
of  W  iiiiam  Spi^ucer,  of  Hartford.  Siie  died  Xov.  3, 
1691,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Elizabeth 
(Moore)  Loomis,  who  was  born  at  Windsor  in 
1638,  and  died  July  23,  1728;  she  was  a  daughter 
of  John  ^loore,  of  Windsor,  and  the  widow  of  Na- 
thaniel Loomis.  of  \\'indsor.  The  children  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Spencer)  Case  were  as  follows:  (i) 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1652,  died  in  171S,  married,  in 
1684  Joseph  Lewis,  who  died  in  1702,  and  for  her 
second  husband  wedded  John  Tuller,  who  died  Oct. 
9,  1718.  (2)  ]\Iary,  born  June  22,  1660,  died  in 
1725,  married  (  first  )  William  Alderman,  who  died 
in  1697,  and  for  her  second  husband  James  Hillyer, 
who  died  in  1725.  She  had  seven  children.  (3) 
John,  born  Xov.  5,  1662,  died  in  1733.  In  1684  he 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Olcott,  of 
Hartford.  She  died  in  1685,  and  he  married,  in 
1693,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joshua  Holcomb,  of  Sims- 
bury.  The  three  sons  born  to  John  were  Daniel, 
Jonathan  and  John.  (4)  William,  born  June  5, 
1665.  married,  in  1695,  Elizabeth  Holcomb,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  Holcomb,  and  their  children  were 
EHzabeth,  James  (who  married  Estlier  Fithen), 
Joshua,  Mindwell,  Rachel  (who  married  Benjamin 
Adams),  and  !Marv  (who  married  Joseph  Adams). 
(5)  Samuel,  born  June  1,  1667,  died  in  1725.  He 
married  ( first )  ^lary,  daughter  of  Jonathan  West- 
over,  of  Sinisbury,  and  for  his  second  wife  Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  Samuel  Tlirall,  and  daughter  of 
Josiah  Owen.  He  had  thirteen  children,  the  sons 
being  Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Jonathan,  Caleb,  Azri- 
krim,  Benjamin  and  Pelatiah.  (6)  Richard,  born 
Aug.  27,  1669,  died  in  1746.  He  married,  in  Au- 
gust, 1 701,  the  daughter  of  Philip  Reed,  of  Con- 
cord, yiass.  His  sons  were  Richard,  Timothy  and 
Edward.  (7)  Bartholomew,  born  in  October,  1670, 
died  in  1725.  He  married,  in  1699,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Lieut.  Samuel  Humphrey,  and  had  nine  children, 
his  sons  being  Thomas,  Amos,  Isaac  and  Abraham. 

(8)  Joseph,  born  April  6,  1674.  died  Aug.  11,  1748. 

(9)  Sarah,  bor-n  Aug.  14,  1678,  died  in  1704.  She 
married  Joseph  Phelps,  Jr.,  of  Windsor. 

Joseph  Case,  born  at  Terry's  Plains,  Simsbury, 
April  6,  1674,  married,  April  6,  i6</j,  Anna  Eno, 
daughter  of  James  Eno,  of  Simsbury.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Joseph  and  Anna  Case  were:-  One 
that  died  in  infancy;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  2,  1701, 
died  Jan.  5,  17^)0;  Jacob,  born  March  19,  1702; 


;  Josiah,  born  Feb.  1,  1715:  Hezekiah,  born  April  26, 
!  1719;  Jacob;  Benajah;  Daniel  and  Joel. 
'  Josepli  Case,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  at  Terry's 
I  Plains,  Simsbury,  I'eb.  2,  1701.  He  was  a  deacon 
'  of  the  church,  and  was  a  farmer  at  Meadow  Plain, 
i  He  married  llamiah  Humphrey,  and  their  children 
were:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  30,  1722,  died  July  29, 
i  1742  (he  married  Mary  Tuller,  who  died  in  1760)  ; 
i  Blannah,  born  in  March,  1725;  A^iel,  born  >.Iarch 
i  23,  1729;  Hosea,  born  [March  3,  1731  ;  Jedediah, 
'  born  }vlarch  30,  1733;  Solomon,  born  March  11, 
!  1735;  and  Benajah,  bi.irn  Aug.  10,  1738. 
I  Jedediah  Case,  born  ^daich  30,  1733,  died  Jan. 
:  II,  1S18.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  large  land  owner 
j  in  Meadow  Plain,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life. 
!  He  married,  ^lay  10,  175S,  Mary  Hart,  of  Farm- 
I  ington,  and  his  children  were  as  follows:  Jedediah, 
I  born  July  13.  1759.  died  April  28.  1S58;  Eiihu,  born 
j  Jan.  15,  1761,  died  Jan.  13,  1822;  Humphrey,  born 
i  Aug.  29,  1762;  I'hcbe  T.,  born  Aug.  12,  1765,  died 
I  Feb.  18,  1823:  Hezekiah,  born  -March  11,  1769; 
j  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  2,  177 1  (married  ELhu  Tul- 
I  ler);  Horatio  Gates,  born  Sept.  27,  1777,  died  in 
'  July,  1853  (the  grandfather  of  our  subject)  ;  Ruth, 
i  born  ]May  10,  1778,  died  March  15,  1838  (married 
j  Asaph  Tuller,  of  Simsbury).  Jedediah,  the  eldest 
j  of  this  family,  had  a- son  Nathan,  born  April  14, 
1784,  who  was  a  lifelong  farmer.  He  married 
:  Lucy  Closes,  who  was  l)orn  June  9,  1786,  daughter 
j  of  3>Iichael  IMoses,  and  died  in  January.  1836.  They 
I  had  four  sons.  Jay,  X'athan  Lee,  Emerson  and  ^^fill- 
}  ner.  and  Nathan  L.  became  the  father  of  ^Irs. 

Franklin  Alford,  of  Avon. 
!       Horatio  G.  Case,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
:  was  born  in  Simsbury,  and  was  an  extensive  land 
i  owner  and  farmer.    He  owned  and  operated  a  large 
I  tract  of  land  in  Meadow  Plain,  where  he  built  a 
I  fine  dwelling-house  and  made  other  extensive  im- 
I  provements.    He  was  a  large  grower  of  rye.  He 
j  represented  the  town  in  .the  Legislature,  was  a 
I  prominent      hig,  and  very  active  in  politics.  In 
i  middle  life  he  lost  his  hearing,  but  aside  fro;n  that 
1  infirmity  he  retained  all  his  faculties  to  a  ripe  old 
j  age.    He  died  on  his  farm,  and  was  buried  in  Sims- 
bury.   He  married  in  Simsbury,  Hepzibah  Corn- 
ish, daughter  of  Sergt.  Elisha  and  Hepzibah  (  Hum- 
I  phrey)  Cornish,  of  Simsbury.    To  Horatio  G.  and 
Hepzibah  Case  were  born  eleven  children :  N'elson ; 
I  Elam ;  Mary,  who  married  Jury  Wilcox;  Samuel 
H. ;  John  \'.;  Julia,  who  married  Elisha  Case,  of 
Canton  ;  J.  Marcus,  who  Hved  on  the  old  homestead  : 
j  Cordelia,  wlio  married  James  E.  Brockett ;  and  three 
!  who  died  young.    The  grandparents  were  members 
!  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
^       Elam  Case,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  on 
;  the  old  homestead  in  the  Meadow  Plain  District, 
I  and  grew  up  on  the  farm.    When  a  young  man  he, 
j  like  many  other  young  men  of  his  day,  engaged  in 
selling  clocks,  traveling    through    the  Southern 
'  States,  principally  in  North  Carolina,    .\fier  his 
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return  home  ho  settled  on  a  part  of  his  father's 
farm,  a  traet  of  loo  acres,  where  he  spent  the  bal- 
ance of  his  life,  and  where  he  died,  lie  was  one 
of  the  first  raisers  of  tolvieoo  in  tliat  section,  and 
also  followed  L^xneral  farniinQ-  and  dairvin:;".  In 
politics  he  was  an  CHddine  W  hi,e:  and  later  a  Re- 
publican, lie  was  a  nieniher  of  the  Consxrcg'ational 
Church.  He  married,  in  l~ast  Weatooue,  Sims- 
bury,  Ruth  Case,  born  in  I'.ast  Weatogne,  daugh- 
ter of  Philander  Case,  and  to  them  were  born  live 
children:  Xanev,  who  marrieil  Henry  C.  Smith, 
of  Fair  Haven;  juHa  C,  who  married  L.  H.  Chid- 
sey,  of  Avon,  Coini. :  Sarah  R..  who  married 
George  J.  Case,  of  Canton;  John  Elam,  our  subject; 
and  Charles  B.,  w  ho  is  now  on  the  homestead  farm. 
The  parents  died  on  the  farm,  and  were  buried  in 
Simsbury.  Th.oy  were  good  Christain  people,  faith- 
ful and  sincere  in  every  relation  in  life. 

Jolni  Elam  Case,  our  subject,  was  born  April 
l6,  1841.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Meadow  Plain,  and  also  ]\Iaple  Grove  Academy 
and  the  high  scliool  of  Avon,  Conn.,  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  Au- 
gust, 1862,  when  he  enlisted  at  Simsbury  in  Com- 
pany E,  1 6th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Col.  Frank  Beach 
and  Capt.  Babcock,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Hart- 
ford. He  went  to  the  front  with  the  company,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  South  r^Iountain  and 
Antietam ;  at  the  latter  engagement  he  was  shot  in 
both  legs,  Sept.  17,  1862,  and  was  taken  home.  The 
left  leg  had  to  be  amputated  at  the  thigh.  Dr.  Ells- 
worth of  Hartford,  performing  tne  operation,  and 
after  great  suffering  he  recovered,  but  was  unable  to 
perform  any  manual  labor.  Taking  up  the  study 
of  music,  he  became  proficient  in  the  art,  and  also 
in  connection  with  its  practice  sold  music.  Later 
for  three  years,  he  sold  tickets  at  the  Batlett  Tower, 
on  Tallcott  ^Nlountain,  town  of  Simsbury.  Re- 
moving to  Fair  Flaven  he  obtained  the  position  of 
contractor  in  a  corset  factory,  during  wdiich  time 
he  continued  the  study  of  music.  He  then  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  in  Simsbury,  in  the  ^leadow 
Plain  District,  wdiere  he  has  lived  ever  since,  en- 
gaged in  poultry  raising,  etc.  He  is  the  organizer 
of  the  Case  Orchestra,  of  which  he  is  the  teacher, 
and  is  one  cf  the  best  musicians  in  his  part  of  Hart- 
ford county.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  filled  all  the  offices  within 
the  gift  of  the  people  of  Simsbury,  having  served 
as  assessor,  tax  collector,  member  of  the  school 
comm.ittee,  of  the  school  board,  and  as  grand  juror. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1872,  just  two 
hundred  years  after  John  Case,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Simsbury,  represented  the  town  in  the 
Colonial  Assembly,  and  was  again  elected  in  1889. 
He  was  appointed  to  serve  on  the  connnittee  on 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  but  on  account  of  a  deadlock 
no  business  was  transacted.  Our  subject  also  filled 
the  office  of  door-keeper  of  the  Legislature  for  six 
years.      He  was  appointed  notary  public  of  the 


!  State  of  Connecticut  by  Gov.  Lounsbury.  and  re- 

■  a]-)]iointed  by  Gov.  Cooke.  ^Ir.  Case  is  a  member 
ot  \'illage  Lodge,  Xo.  29,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  and  Columbia 
Chapter  of  Collins\  ille ;  is  also  a  member  of  the 
\  cieran  Masonic  .Vssociation  of  the  State:  is  now 
]iast  commander  of  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Toy  Pi^st,  Xo. 
i-'3.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Simsbury,  and  has  fillctl  all  the 
the  offices  of  the  post  excej^t  chaplain.    He  was  a 

I  memlxr  of  Advance  Grange,  of  Simsbury.    In  re- 

■  hgious  connections  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Cliurch  of  Avon,  is  chairman  of  the  church 

I  socio!  V,  and  a  member  of  the  society's  committee. 

Ouv  suliject  was  married,  in  1875,  at  Bloomfield, 
i  to  Luretta  Sophronia  FKimphrey,  born  in  Bloom- 
i  field,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Sophronia  (ILamb- 
lin )   Humphrey.      !Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case  have  one 
child  living,  John  E.,  Jr.,  who  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Meadow  Plain,  and  graduated 
\  from  the  \\"est  Middle  District  grammar  school  of 
I  Hartford,  in  April,  1S93;  he  also  graduated  from 
i  the  Hartford  Business  College,  and  is  now  a  tole- 
I  graph  operator  and  ticket  agent  for  the  X.  Y.,  X. 
I  IL  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Easthampton.  ?\Iassachu- 
'  setts. 

The  Humphrey  family,  of  which  ]vlrs.  Case  is 
I  a  descendant,  dates  back  to  one  of  the  earliest  colon- 
;  ists  of  Xew  England,  [Michael  Humphrey,  who  was 
j  among  the  first  settlers  of  Simsbury,  and  was  en- 
I  gaged  with  John  Griffin  there  in  the  manufacture 
j  of  tar  and  turpentine,  wdiich  was  shipped  by  his 
;  brother,  of  St.  ^lalo,  France,  to  the  British  navy. 
'  Fie  came  of  a  noted  English  family,  who  trace  their 
I  ancestry  back  to  Sir  Richard  De  Bohun  Flomfrey, 
:  a  relative  of  William  the  Conqueror,  by  whom  he 
I  was  knighted  for  bravery  during  the  battle  of  Flod- 
:  den  Field.  His  great  seal  is  often  found  on  an- 
;  cient  English  records.  Fie  was  also  a  descendant 
'  of  Sir  John  Flomfrie,  wdiose  picture,  on  his  char- 

■  gcr,  with  coat  of  arms,  now  hangs  in  the  British 
I  2\Iuseum.  }klichael  Humphrey's  son  Samuel  mar- 
,  ried  INIary  ^lilfs.  Their  son  Charles  was  born  in 
:  East  ^^'eatoguc,  and  was  a  farmer.  He  married 
I  Hcpzibah  Pettibone,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pettibone. 
;  Their  son  Abraham  was  born  on  the  farm,  and 
'  became  quite  a  pro:'ninent  citizen.  He  married  Lois 
;  Merrills,  of  X'ew  Hartford,  who  married,  after  her 
^  husband's  death,  Benoni  Humphrey.    The  children 

born  to  Abraha:n  and  Lois  Humphrcv  were  as  fol- 
lows: Sophia,  born  in  1761  ;  Ai)raliam,  born  in  1763, 

I  married  2^Iary  Case;  Lot,  born  in  1764.  died  Jan. 

;  8,  1835;  Ralph,  born  March  4,  1766,  died  in  May, 

:  1836;  Lois,  born  in  1766. 

'  Lot  Humphrev.  wd'.o  was  born  in  1764,  in  Sims- 
{  bury,  married,  Oct.  i,  1784.  Chloe  Moses,  a  daugh- 
ter of-  Michael  [\Ioses,  of  Simsbury.  She  was  born 
I  in  1763,  and  died  May  5,  1829,  in  BIoomfiLld.  Lot 
I  Hi'.mphrey,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  served  in 
I  the  Revolulionarv  army,  and  he  witnessed  the  hang- 
I  ing  of  Major  Andre.  He  died  Jan.  8.  1835,  in 
Bloomfield.    The  children  born  to  Lot  and  Chloe 
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llumiilircy  wrro:  Sarah,  born  in  1780,  married 
Robert  Case:  Mahala,  born  in  178S.  died  Any-.  ^, 
184^^;  l\nsia.  born  in  i7yO.  married  Calvin  Cald- 
well; l.yman,  born  l-'elj.  22.  170-';  Trnmliull.  born 
in  1794.  died  July  30,  1707;  Harriet,  born  in  171)6, 
married  Oliver  Ibu  r  ;  Melissa,  born  in  i7ijS.  mar- 
ried Orson  Mills:  I'lora,  born  Oct.  15,  1803.  died 
Aug-.  1-?,  1809. 

Lynian  blumplirey.  q-randfather  of  Mrs.  Case, 
was  born  i-^eb.  22.  179-'.  in  Simsbnry.  He  mar- 
ried, Jan.  I,  18! _\  1-lannah,  datigluer  of  Select 
Francis,  of  West  Hartford,  born  Jan.  23,  1794. 
They  settled  in  I'loomtield.  where  thcv  resided 
thrc>noh  life,  and  celebrated  tlieir  Golden  Wedding 
in  1862.  They  lived  happily,  were  pi'osperous  peo- 
ple, and  good  Christians.  I'hc  children  born  to  L.^•- 
man  and  Hannah  Humphrey  were  as  follows: 
Trumbull,  born  Oct.  12,  1812;  Chloe,  Dec.  18, 
1S13  (married  >>Ioscs  Cassett )  ;  George,  April  14, 
1816  (father  of  }drs.  Case)  ;  Jkctor  F.  and  INIary 
Ann,  Dec.  3,  1819;  William.  I- Co.  15,  1821  (mar- 
ried Roxana  A.  Pratt  )  :  Amelia.  May  27,  1822  (died 
young)  ;  Laura  ]\Iaria,  Oct.  24.  1S23  (died  in  July, 
1847);  Goodwin  Sheldon,  'May  18,  1S25  (married 
Charlotte  L.  Pardee)  ;  Cordelia,  born  April  28,  1827 
(married  Charles  Watkins)  ;  Heriry  and  Henrietta, 
twins,  born  Xov.  19,  1828  (the  former  married 
Cornelia  Augusta  Hart,  the  latter  inarried  Wilbert 
Reed). 

George  Humphrey,  the  father  of  I\Irs.  Case, 
was  born  in  Bloomfield,  where  lie  was  educated, 
and  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  doors,  blinds  and 
sashes,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Bloomiield.  He 
married  at  Avon,  Sept.  i.  1837,  Sophronia,  daugh- 
ter of  Levi  and  Agnes  (Hoskins)  Hamblin,  born 
July  22,  1818,  at  Becket,  ]\Iass.  The  children  born 
to  George  and  Sophronia  Huniplirev  were :  Edward 
George,  born  Sept.  22.  1838,  married  Samantha  G., 
daughter  of  Chancey  Flolcomb ;  Luretta  Sophronia, 
born  March  31,  i84t^.  married  John  Flam  Case,  our 
subject;  Harriet  3iIarion.  bom  I-"eb.  3,  1853,  rnarried 
Chester  Francis  Goodwin ;  Franklin  Waldo  was 
born  April  11,  1859.  George  Huniphrey,  the  father 
died  in  Simsbury.  in  1895.  and  is  buried  in  Bloom- 
field.  The  mother  made  her  home  in  Meadow 
Plain  with  Mrs.  Case.  She  died  Jan.  16,  1900,  in 
Simsburv,  and  is  buried  in  the  familv  lot  in  Bloom- 
field. 

!Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case  have  a  pleasant  home,  and 
wide  circle  of  friends.  The  wife  and  mother  is  a 
lady  of  gentle  manners  and  refined  taste;  she  is  a 
member  of  Aljigail  Phelps  Chapter,  D.  .\.  R.  ^Ir. 
Case  adds  to  his  popularity  by  his  genial  disjxjsi- 
tion  and  his  fund  of  accurate  information. 

Charles  B.  Case,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  in  Meadow  Plain  Dec.  21, 
1843,  and  rcceiverl  his  education  in  Maple  Grove 
Academy  and  the  high  school  of  Avon.  He  is  un- 
married, and  devotes  his  life  to  farming  on  the  old 
homestead,  being  engaged  in  tobacco  culture  and 


'  in  tlairy  and  general  farming;  he  is  a  director  of 
I  the  Avon  Creamery.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
I  lican. 

I       SAMl'FL  PURXFI.L  (deceased)  was  a  na- 
''  tive  of  Fnglandi,  having  been  born  at  South  Trow- 
j  bridge  May  7,  1849.        died  at  South  ^^lanchester, 
Hartford  count}-,  .March  12.  1897,  of  pneinnonia, 
after  an  illness  of  but  one  week, 
j        yir.  Purnell  canne  to  thi'^  comury  with  his  par- 
i  cuts  when  a  child,  the  family  settling  in  Rockville. 
!  Llartford  cotmty,  where  he  attended    the  public 
j  scliools  lUitil  he  reach.ed  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
1  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  H.  &  J. 
I  Johnson,  wholesale  grocers  of  Hartford,  as  travcl- 
I  ing  salesman.    While  thus  engaged  he  acquired  an 
1  intimate  knowledge  of  the  tea  btisiness,  and  later 
j  became  a  wholesale  dealer  in  teas,  conducting  an 
extensive  and  jirofitable  business  for  several  years 
in  Llartford.    So  thoroughly  competent  a  judge 
was  I'.e  of  this  commoditv  that  Xew  York  importers 
regarded  him  as  one  of  the  leading  experts  of  Xew 
England.    In  early  manb.ood  ^Ir.  Purnell  estab- 
lished hiniself  at  South    ^lanchester,    and  after 
boarding  for  a  short  time  purchased  real  estate 
and  built  the  residence  on  Main  street  which  is  now 
the  property  of  Llenry  E.  Gates.   He  soon  began  in- 
vesting in  other  real  estate,  and  the  business  de- 
velopment of  South  ^Manchester  owes  much  to  his 
sound  judgment  and  progressive  s])irit.    His  first 
purchase  was  the  homestead  plot  of  what  had  for- 
merly been  the  farm  of  Ira  Keency,  the  property 
fronting  on  ^Main  street,  and  extending  from  the 
line  of  Park  street  on  the  north  to  Oak  street  on 
the  south,  and  back  about  five  hundred  feet,  to  the 
dry  brook.    At  that  time  the  land  lay  considerably 
north  of  the  village,  but  'Sir.  I'urnell  had  the  sa- 
gacity to  perceive  that  it  v,-as  situated  directly  in 
the  path  of  the  ultiniate  movement  of  the  center  of 
population.    For  several  years  he  made  no  effort 
either  to  sell  or  to  improve  any  portion  of  his  pur- 
chase.   His  first  sale  was  to  Ferris  Bros.,  who 
bought  the  lot  on  which  their  block  now  stands. 
The}-  were  the  pioneers  in  the  movement  north- 
ward, and  Mr.  Purnell  disposed  of  no  more  lots 
for  two  or  three  years.    The  next  purchasers  were 
the  builders  of  what    are    now    the  "American 
Hotel"  and  the  Weldon  block. 

Air.  Purnell,  seeing  that  the  tide  of  business  had 
fairly  set  in  his  direction,  commenced  developing 
the  remainder  of  his  property.  He  began  at  the 
northern  end,  where  he  erected  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Park  building,  at  that  time  the  most  pre- 
tentious business  block  in  town,  with  the  single 
exception  of  Cheney's  store.  Critics  and  wiseacres 
were  not  wanting  who  prophesied  that  a  store  sit- 
uated so  far  from  the  business  center  would  never 
be  occupied,  but  Mr.  Purnell  smiled,  and  the  ten- 
ants came,  and  calls  for  more  stores  in  that  neigh- 
borhood soon  followed.  He  laid  a  broad  paved  and 
curbed  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  entire  property,  and 
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within  a  few  years  built  the  "Orford  Hotel,"  a  hos- 
,telry  contaiiiint^  titty  rooms,  with  tlirce  L'ln^o  ^ tores 
a  hall,  aiui  a  laroc  hiliiard  room.  A  sr.iall  Iiloek! 
Park  annex,  smitli  of  th.e  iictcl,  an^l  a  one-story  store 
between  the  two  nearly  tilk'd  his  front  line. ' where 
ten  years  before  had  stood  the  fence  of  th.e  open 
farm  lot.  While  developing-  the  frorit  of  bib  prop- 
erty, however.  .Mr.  Puni?ll  did  not  neglect  the  rear. 
Neat  double  tenement  houLCs  were  built  on  a  new 
street  which  he  opened  on  the  eastern  line,  and  a 
year  before  his  death  a  livery  stable  in  the  rear  of 
the  Park  bi-ildinc:  was  completed.  Through  lus 
quiet_  but  persistent  etiorts  he  succeeded  m  trans- 
forming his  lot  into  tlie  business  center  of  the  vil- 
lage. With  the  single  exception  of  the  hotel,  which 
proved  to  be  rather  in  advance  of  the  demands  of 
the  place,  bis  buildings  have  returned  a  good  in- 
terest on  liis  investment,  and  the  soundness  of  his 
judgiuent  has  been  abundantl}-  demonstrated. 

Mr.  Purnell  was  of  a  retiring  disposition,  vet 
while  mingling  little  in  general  society  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly companionable  with  his  friends.  His 
tastes  were  those  of  a  refined,  cultivated  gentleman. 
He  read  much,  his  favorite  authors  being  Shakes- 
peare and  Thackeray,  and  so  familiar  was  he  with 
the  works  of  the  greatest  of  English  dramatic  poets 
that  he  might  almost  be  said  to  have  had  his  plays 
"at  his  tongue's  end."  While  not  a  member  of  any 
church  he  was  always  ready  to  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  Christianity,  and  one  of  the  last  acts 
of  his  life  was  to  fender  the  free  use  of  his  hotel  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  Methodist  Conference. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
wife,  Ella  Page,  of  Springfield,  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Gertrude  O.,  Plarry  and  Claude.  His  sec- 
ond marriage,  in  1S89,  w-as  to  Elizabeth  ^1.  P'inlay, 
of  South  ^Manchester,  and  by  this  union  there  were 
four  children:  Helen  AL,  Dorothea,  Elizabeth 
and  Katharine.  Airs.  Purnell  is  a  member  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church. 

SOLOMOX  FIXXH,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  liverv  business  in 
Southington,  was  born  in  that  town  Feb.  2,  1813, 
a  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  W.  (Jones)  Finch. 

Ebenczer  Finch,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Branford,  Conn.,  in  1749.  and  Xov.  29,  1773, 
married  Ruth  Foote.  of  Xorthford.  They  re- 
moved to  Southington.  locating  on  the  farm  pre- 
viously occupied  by  Deacon  Thomas  Hart.  The 
grandfather  died  Sept.  4,  1825.  His  children  were 
Caleb  A.,  Jesse  F.,  Solomon,  Samuel,  Ruth  and 
Eunice.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Southington  Xov.  10,  1784,  and  also  lived  on  the 
iX-acon  Hart  place,  where  he  died  Feb.  25,  1841. 
On  Xov.  28,  1808,  he  married  Hannah  W^,  daugh- 
ter of  Xathaniel  and  Content  (Johnsr>n)  Jones.  She 
died  May  1,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eight v-seven  vears. 
In  their  family  were  four  children:  theron ;  Solo- 
niuii;  Samuel  H. ;  and  Eunice,  wife  of  Horatio 


Dunham,  all  deceased  with  the  excej)tion  of  our 
subject. 

Solomon  Finch  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Soiuhington,  and  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  shop  hand,  working  in  various  shops 
in  Southington  and  adjoining  towns  until  he  at- 
tained h.is  majority,  when  he  again  attended  a  term 
of  schuol,  under  Jesse  Olney.  Subsequently  he 
peddled  clocks  through  Xew'  York  State  for  a  short 
time.  ;ind  in  183'')  took  an  eight-months'  trip  through 
Alabama,  peddliiig  and  repairing  clocks,  and  auc- 
tioned ririg  Yap.kc-iT'  notions,  etc.,  for  S25  jier  nKmih 
and  expenses.  On  his  way  to  that  State,  while 
crossing  the  A'atural  Bridge  in  Virginia,  the  horse 
ran  away,  smashed  the  wagon,  and  jumped  oti'  the 
bridg'e ;  Mr.  Finch  afterward  learned  that  the  animal 
was  a  noted  runaway.  At  the  end  -  of  the  eight 
months  ]\Ir.  Finch,  after  earning"  more  money  th.an 
an}-  two  peddlers  in  his  company's  employ,  was 
"beaten"  out  of  his  wages,  and  left  without  means 
in  Caliaba,  Ala.  This  circumstance  proved  to  be 
the  turning  point  of  his  life.  In  1837  he  practiced 
dentistry  in  the  same  State,  and  then  joined  a 
theatrical  troupe,  of  wdiich  W.  R.  Hart  was  mana- 
ger and  proprietor,  spending  five  years  on  the  stage 
in  the  Southern  States  and  Cuba.  After  a  varied 
experience  of  a  year  and  a  half  he  returned  to 
Southington.  in  1844.  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  dentistry  ■  here  until  1S53.  wdien  he  made  a  trip 
to  California,  and  followed  the  same  profession  in 
San  Francisco  for  two  years.  Owing  to  ill  health  he 
then  returned  home,  and  on  June  20. 1855,  embarked 
ill  the  livery  business,  in  which  he  has  successfully 
continited  up  to  the  present  time,  and  has  occupied 
his  present  stand  since  1859.  Fie  also  practiced 
dentistry  in  Southington  and  Bristol  more  or  less 
for  some  years,  and  finally  drifted  into  the  practice 
of  veterinary  surgery,  in  wdiich  he  has  met  with 
almost  phenomenal  success. 

In  1848  I\lr.  Finch  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Airs.  Arabella  ( Witliaiii )  Buck,  of  Southington, 
and  they  have  two  children  living:  Ella  G.,  wife 
of  John  A.  Brooks;  and  Daisy  Anne,  wife  of  Dr. 
James  H.  Osborne.  Fraternally  Air.  Finch  is  a 
prominent  menil)er  of  Friendship  Lodge,  X'o.  33, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Southington.  of  wdiich  he  was  master 
four  years,  and  politically  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  has  most  creditably  served  his  town  as  assessor, 
grand  juror  and  selectman,  and  was  its  representa- 
tive to  the  State  Legislature  in  the  sessions  of  1849 
and  1873. 

JULIUS  BOXD.  an  honored  and  highly-re- 
spected citizen  of  Plantsville.  who  is  now  living 
retirefl,  was  born  in  Canterburv,  Windham  county, 
this  State,  Xov.  21,  1828,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Esther  (Ford)  I'ond,  and  is  of  English  descent, 
tracing  his  ancestry  back  to  William  Bond,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Massachusetts. 


Ouv  sul)jct.-t  hoiraii  his  ctl\icntion  in  the  coniiuon 
soliools  near  iiis  boyhood  lioine.  ami  tlien  altended 
tlio  Worcester  Acadeni}-.  where  he  was  fitted  for 
college.  In  1S5O  ho  was  sr^^'^hiated  from  T'lrown 
L'niversity,  at  Providence,  K.  1.,  and  spent  the  fol- 
lowing- two  years  in  Mclfcnry  ci>unt\.  111.,  where 
he  supplied  pulpits  in  different  F.aptist  Clunches, 
having'  been  licensed  to  preach,  though  not  an  or- 
dained minister.  Returnir.g  to  Connecticut  in  the 
fall  of  1S62,  he  located  in  I'lantsville,  and  deciding 
on  account  of  a  dilTicnlty  of  the  throat  to  engage 
in  other  work,  entered  the  employ  of  the  i'lant 
Maimfacturi'.ig  Co.  r.s  h-^okkceper.  C'^ntiT'.r.ing  wirii 
them  until  1S75,  when  he  became  connected  with 
the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  and  served  them  in 
the  same  capacitv  until  his  retirement  from  busi- 
ness, Sept.  I,  1899- 

Mr.  P)Ond  was  married,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Julia 
E.  Rogers,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth 
(Elint)  Rogers,  of  Hartford;  sir.  Rogers  moved 
to  Illinois  late  in  life.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  (1900)  liv- 
ing: Edith  B..  wife  of  W.  G.  Haves:  George  R. ; 
Adelia,  wife  of  E.  A.  ]Marsh ;  Catherine :  Emily, 
wife  of  Rev.  William  J.  Tate :  and  William  Gil- 
bert. 'Mr.  Bond  is  an  earnest,  consistent  Christian 
gentleman,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Plantsville,  of  which  he  is  serving  as 
clerk.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  honorable  and  useful  career 
ic.  in  manv  respects  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

EUGEXE  S.  CLARK,  of  Poquonock,  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  tobacco  industry,  both  as 
a  grower  and  dealer,  and  is  conceded  to  be  an  author- 
ity on  the  culture  and  care  of  that  plant.  He  has 
had,  at  times,  as  much  as  sixty-two  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  probably  raises  as  large  an  amount 
annually  as  any  man  in  Connecticut,  while  he  pos- 
sesses the  practical  judgment  and  business  acumen 
which  enabled  him  to  place  his  product  on  the  mar- 
ket in  an  advantageous  way.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  the  head  of  a  leading  firm  of  tobacco 
dealers  and  jobbers  in  Hartford,  and  his  reputation 
in  commercial  circles  is  of  the  best. 

iMr.  Clark  is  a  representative  of  a  family  which 
has  been  prominent  in  Windsor  from  an  early  date, 
and  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from 
(I)  Hon.  Daniel  Clark,  a  noted  lawyer,  who  was 
secretary  of  the  Colon v  of  Connecticut  in  iC;5S,  and 
again  in  1664  to  1666.  This  worthy  pioneer  pur- 
chased, in  1664,  a  triangular  tract  of  land  lying  on 
what  is  now  Bloomfield  avenue,  Windsor,  and  there 
he  made  his  permanent  home,  his  death  occurring 
Aug.  12,  1710,  in  his  eightieth  year.  By  his  first 
wife,  Mary  (Xewberry),  he  had  a  son,  Samuel. 

(H)  Samuel  Clark,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  July  11,  1661.  He  married  Mchit- 
able  Thrall,  daughter  of  Timothy  Thrall,  and  had 
a  son,  Samuel. 


I        (Iin  Sanuiel  Clark,  son  of  Sanniel  and  ?\Iehit- 
I  alile  L'lark.  was  horn  Xov.  10,  16S8.    He  m.irried 
j  Abigail  Owen,  of  Simsburv.  daughter  of  losiah 
Owen. 

(i\  )  David  Clark,  our  subject's  grcat-grand- 
fathei ,  was  born  in  i7-'5.  and  married  Rachel  3vIoore, 
by  whom  l;e  had  twenty-one  children. 

(  \' )  Russell  Clark,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Poquonock.  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  seventy-seven,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  I"'oquonock.  As  a  business  man  he  was 
enterprising  and  successful,  having  an  extensive 
trade  as  a  cabinetmaker,  and  for  many  years  he 
made  a  specialty  of  coffins.  The  homestead  was 
substantially  improved  during  his  occupancy,  and 
the  house  in  which  our  subject  now  resides  was  built 
by  him.  He  married,  Oct.  3.  183S,  Sarah  W. 
Mather,  and  had  five  children:  Gilbert,  Bradley 
and  Sanuiel,  all  of  whom  died  in  Poquonock:  Fan- 
nie, who  married  a  Mr.  GritTm,  and  died  in  Bloom- 
field  :  and  Sydney,  who  died  in  Poquonock. 

Flon.  Samuel  Clark,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  and  reared  at  the  present  nomestead,  and 
from  an  early  age  was  active  in  business  aft'airs,  his 
first  money  being  earned  at  stripping  tobacco  from 
the  stalks  at  twenty-five  cents  per  day.  Fie  learned 
the  papermaker's  trade,  but  did  not  follow  it,  as  his 
attention  was  turned  in  early  manhood  to  inde- 
pendent ventures,  in  which  he  made  a  large  fortune, 
his  ability  and  thorough  application  to  business 
making  his  enterprises  uniformly  successful.  For 
forty  years  nc  conducted  a  general  store  at  Po- 
quonock, his  stock  including  dry-goods,  groceries 
and  liquors,  as  was  tlien  the  custom  in  similar  es- 
tablishments, and  he  also  engaged  extensively  in 
tobacco  growing  and  had  a  cigar  factory  at  the 
village,  his  various  lines  of  business  employing 
many  men  and  bringing  large  sums  of  money  to 
the  locality.  His  credit  was  of  the  best,  and  he 
1  was  well-known  throughout  the  county,  his  sterling 
j  qualities  of  character  winning  him  a  host  of  friends. 
In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Democrat,  and  for  six- 
teen years  he  was  postmaster  at  Poquonock,  while 
he  also  served  at  one  time  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  He  was  a  small  man,  weighing  from 
140  to  145  pounds,  but  had  a  good  constitution,  and 
lived  past  the  average  of  three-score  and  ten,  his 
death  occurring  at  Poquonock  in  September,  1881. 
He  believed  in  enjoying  the  good  things  of  life 
as  they  came.  }.Ir.  Clark  married  Cordelia  Blanch- 
ard,  wdio  survived  him,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  at  the  residence  of  their  youngest  daughter, 
then  in  Springfield,  Mass.  They  had  four  children: 
Frances,  who  married  Byron  Barnard,  and  died  at 
Poquonock,  in  the  house  where  she  was  born  :  Eu- 
gene S.,  our  subject:  Emerist  (IMrs.  John  :Miller), 
of  lioston;  and  Hortcnse  (Mrs.  Theron  Holcomb), 
I  also  of  Boston. 

I  (  \'1I  )  Eugene  S.  Clark  was  born  Aug.  30,  1833, 
I  at  his  jjresent  home,  and  his  education  was  begun 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1009 


in  the  schools  of  Poquotiock,  T.  M.  R.  Randall  be- 
ing one  of  liis  early  teachers.  For  two  vears  he  at- 
tended a  school  at  l^ast  llanijiton.  Mass..  but  not- 
withstanding;' his  father's  earnest  wish  that  lie  should 
continue  his  studies  in  movt:  advanced  institutions, 
lie  felt  too  stronqly  inclined  toward  business  life, 
and  as  a  boy  liked  notliing  better  than  to  be  in  the 
store.  Alter  a  time  he  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Samuel  Clark  &  Son,  and  from  Ijoyhood  he 
has  been  interested  in  tobacco  growing-,  his  farm 
in  Bloomheld  town  being  devoted  to  that  crop.  In 
1S69  he  formed  a  partnership  with  II.  li.  Clark,  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  er.gagod  in  Iv.isiness  at  Poqnonock 
as  dealers  in  leaf  tobacco  under  the  title  of  E.  S. 
Clark  &  Co. ;  in  1896  the  tirm  became  Clark,  Dimond 
&  Clark,  their  establishment  being  located  at  Nos. 
225-227  State  street,  Hartford.  ^Ir.  Clark  has  re- 
sided at  the  old  homestead  throughout  h.is  life  with 
the  exception  of  fourteen  years  spent  in  Hartford ; 
and  his  residence  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
the  town.  \\'hile  he  is  a  thoroughly  progressive 
business  man,  his  disposition  is  unassuming  and 
quiet,  and  hi's  religious  creed  is  based  upon  the 
Golden  Rule.  He  takes  a  hearty  interest  in  all  pub- 
lic matters,  being  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  has  never 
sought  or  held  office.  Mr.  Clark  has  all  his  life  been 
a  lover  of  ourdoor  sports,  and  has  been  a  great 
fisher  and  hunter.  He  built,  in  Poqnonock,  the 
first  and  only  trout  hatchery,  probably  the  first  in 
the  State,  and  some  years  ago  gave  an  exhibition  at 
the  Fair  in  Hartford  which  was  highly  educational 
and  interesting.  For  years  he  has  been  the  first 
to  catch  the  shad  and  the  lampreys  that  run  up  the 
Farmington  river,  and  he  has  particular  skill  as  a 
caster  of  the  fly  in  trout  fisliing.  He  has  enjoyed 
good  health,  and  is  possessed  of  a  wonderful  con- 
stitution, but  for  two  years  he  has  been  a  little  less 
active  than  formerly. 

Iklr.  Clark  married  Miss  Jennie  E.  Potter,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  prominent  family  of  Hartford,  and  two  chil- 
dren have  brightened  their  home  :  ( i )  ]Mabel  H., 
born  July  16,  1882,  in  Poqnonock,  is  now  being  ed- 
ucated in  the  St.  Joseph  convent,  in  Hartford;  she 
is  a  natural  musician.  (2)  Harold  LeRoy,  born 
in  Hartford,  Oct.  20,  1888,  is  living  in  Poquonock. 

The  Potter  family,  from  which  Mrs.  Clark  is 
descended,  was  founded  in  this  country  by  Nathan 
Potter,  a  native  of  England,  and  members  of  same 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rhode  Island. 
Daniel  Potter,  father  of  ^.Irs.  Clark,  was  born  in 
Voluntown,  Conn.,  July  3,  18 18,  cair.c  to  Plart- 
ford  in  1837,  and  for  years  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business.  He  now  resides  with  his  daughter.  He 
married  Ilannah  Boardman  Dunham  (now  de- 
ceased), who  bore  him  two  children:  Jennie  E. 
(Mrs.  Clark),  and  Clayton,  now  a  resident  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

EDWIX  AR^ISTROXG  RUSSELL  was  born 
in  Russell,  Hampden  Co.,  Mass.,  July  5.  1833,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Con- 


necticut. He  is  of  English  cxtractirm.  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  William  Russell,  the  first  of  his 
I  name  to  settle  here,  having  come  from  1-lngland  and 
I  taken  up  his  residence  in  New  Haven,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  of  stonecutter  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Richard  Russell.  Jr.,  grandson  of  William  Rus- 
sell, and  grandfather  of  Edwin  A.  Russell,  was  born 
in  XesW  Haven,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
I  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  \Miile  still 
I  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Russell,  Hampden  Co., 
I  Mass.,  there  settling  on  a  farm  of  130  acres  on 
I  wliich  he  made  niany  impnnenients.  and  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  ]Miss 
Sarah  Yale,  of  Bristol,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  a  lady 
of  imusual  intelligence,  and  to  this  marriage  nine 
children  were  born :  ( i )  Simeon,  who  married  a 
Connecticut  lady  and  became  the  father  of  five 
children,  Griswold,  Fanny,  Auduma,  \\  hitney  and 
Looniis.  This  family  first  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
thence  to  ^lichigan,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  (2)  Thomas  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Russell,  ]Mass.,  but  died  in  Burlington,  Conn., 
the  father  of  two  children,  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Benajah  S.  Brockett,  of  Blandford;  and  Sarah, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Hull,  of  liurling- 
ton.  (3)  Louisa  married  William  Henry,  who- 
died  in  Ohio.  (4)  !Matilda  never  married.  (5) 
Almon  married  and  had  a  family  of  five  children, 
I  Almon,  Amanda,  Sarah,  Celestia  and  Rodney;  they 
removed  to  Ohio,  settling"  in  [Medina  county.  (6) 
Abel  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  (7)  Yale  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Franklin  county.  His 
familv  consisted  of  four  children,  Cornelia,  Darwin, 
Wilson  H.  and  Amanda.  (8)  Lydia,  wdio  was  mar- 
ried to  Joseph  Henry,  a  son  of  William  Henry, 
lived  and  died  in  Ohio.  (9)  William  died  young. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  in  religion  a  Congregationalist ;  his  remains 
now  lie  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Russell.  His 
wife  died  in  [Medina  county,  Ohio,  at  the  great  age 
of  ninety-nine  years,  nine  months  and  some  days. 

Abel  Russell,  father  of  Edwin  A.  Russell,  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1800,  in  Russell,  Hampden  Co., 
Mass.,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
spent  the  major  part  of  his  life  on  the  eld  home- 
stead of  150  acres,  engaged  in  general  farming, 
dairying  and  stock  raising ;  later  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Blandford,  in  the  same  county,  was  there 
engaged  several  years  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
finally  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  1S71,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Blandford.  He  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  Blandford,  and  in  politics  was  first  a  Wliig,  later 
a  Republican.  He  was  very  domestic  in  his  habits, 
was  strictly  temperate,  and  was  greatly  respected 
for  his  sterling  honesty  and  Christian  character. 
He  married  (first)  Emeline  Loomis,  a  native  of 
Southampton,  Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Curtis 
Loomis,  v/hich  marriage  was  blessed  with  three 
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cliildron :  Almon,  rositliiig  in  SutViokl,  Conn.;  Ed- 
win ArnistruUL:-,  the  subject  of  this  ^k-etcll  :  ;!nd 
I  Klizabcth.  who  nuirricd  Alexander  11.  Lewi,-;  (^both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  died  in  S[)rin.;f'ield ) .  The 
mother  of  oin-  snbject  died  in  1S53,  at  Russell,  and 
!Mr.  Russell  afterward  married  Retsey  (Ellsworth), 
tlie  widow  of  James  Morton,  of  Blandiord,  where 
she  passed  away  without  issue. 

Edwin  Armstrong  Rns.'>e!l  received  liis  prelim- 
inary education  in  part  at  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  in  part  at  its  select  schools,  which 
was  supplemented  bv  an  attendance  at  the  \\  est- 
fi.-lil  Academy.  I\r  sever:.!  t.rnis.  u.-.rin-  his 
■earlier  manhood,  he  taught  school,  and  also  learned 
and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade. 
He  spent  ten  years  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ru'^sell, 
I  but  in  1 866  sold  the  farm  and  came  to  Suffield,  buy- 
I  ing  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres,  and  here  lor 
thirty-three  years  lie  has  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  to  dairving, 
and  to  general  farming,  meeting  with  uniform  suc- 
cess. 

I  Mr.  Russell  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1855,  at 

f  Blandford,  witli  }>liss  Sarah  Louise  Tinker,  a  native 
of  Blandford,  and  a  daughter  of  David  Parks  and 
!Mary  Elizabeth  (Hamilton)  Tinker,  who  were  of 
English  descent  and  old  settlers  of  Rlandford.  One 
child,  Henrv  B.  Rtissell,  has  blessed  this  marriage. 
He  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Suflleld,  later  graduated  at  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  Institute,  of  Suffield,  and  finally 
graduated  from  Amherst  {]\Iass.)  College.  He  is 
now  a  journalist  and  author  of  some  repute.  In 
1896  he  wrote  the  biographies  of  McKinley  and 
Hobart,  and  since  has  written  the  "History  of  In- 
ternational [Monetary  Conferences,"  "Sketches  of 
_  the  Klondike  and  Alaska  Gold  Fields,"  and  also 
)  a  "History  of  the  Late  War  with  Spain."  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Louise  Clark,  daughter  of  Silas  W.  Clark, 
of  Suffield,  and  tliev  have  had  one  child,  Fordham 
Clark. 

Edwin  A.  Russell  is  a  Republican,  and  is  an 
active  worker  for  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
served  his  fellow  citizens  of  Russell  as  selectman 
and  assessor  for  several  years,  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  that  town.  In  Suffield 
!  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Doard  of  se'ect- 
men  for  three  vears,  and  as  a  member  and  chairman 
of  the  school  board.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Suffield  Creamerv  Co.,  its  president  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
creamery  from  its  start,  in  1S89.  'Mr.  Russell  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Suffield,  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  same  for  several  years,  and  has  been 
a  deacon  in  his  church  since  1870,  being  recog- 
nized -as  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  society.  He  is 
a  useful  citizen,  of  the  highest  respectability,  and 
his  amiable  wife  shares  with  him  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them. 


I'Al'L  TMOMSOX.  This  well-known  resi- 
der.t  of  \\\-st  ilarllLird  is  one  of  the  leading  foreign- 
bikini  citizens  of  th.at  town,  and  in  his  successful 
busuK^s  career  has  shown  the  characteristic  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  his  race.  Beginning  with  no  cap- 
ital except  that  iictjuired  by  his  own  industry,  lie 
built  u[)  a  large  trade  as  a  market  gardener,  and 
is  to-day  quite  v.X'U-to-do. 

Mr.  Tliomson  was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scotland, 
April  15,  1S4O,  a  son  of  William  and  Annie  (Mc- 
Artlier)  Thomson,  lifelong  residents  of  Perthshire, 
and  descendants  of  old  Scottish  families.  The  fa- 
tlier  v/a^  quite  an -t  xtt-nsive  farmer,  and  br.th  par- 
ents were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  children : 
Robert,  now  deceased  ;  James,  a  resident  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.;  Jessie,  in  Xew  Zealand;  William,  a 
banker  of  Glasgow,  Scotland;  Paul,  our  subject; 
John,  deceased;  and  Annie,  wife  of  George  [NI. 
Stearns,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Paul  'Thomson  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  commenced  to  aid 
his  fatlier  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  thus 
acquiring  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  occupa- 
tion he  has  chosen  as  a  life  work.  In  1871  he  em- 
igrated to  America,  and  resided  in  Hartford  for 
tliree  months  prior  to  coming  to  West  Hartford, 
h'or  a  year  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Joseph  Daven- 
port, and  in  1872  bought  the  J.  B.  Powell  farm,  live- 
eighths  of  a  mile  south  of  West  Hartford  Center, 
on  which  he  raised  tobacco  and  garden  produce  for 
ten  years.  He  then  devoted  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  market  gardening,  selling  to  tlie  whole- 
sale trade,  in  which  business  he  met  with  most  ex- 
cellent success,  continuing  same  until  the  spring  of 
1899,  when  he  rented  his  gardening  land,  built 
greenhouses,  and  now  devotes  his  entire  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  flowers,  making  English  violets 
a  specialty. 

On  June  24,  1880,  at  Keene.  X.  H.,  Mr.  Thom- 
son was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  X'ettie  D. 
Metcalf,  and  to  them  h.ave  been  born  three  chil- 
dren :  William  Wallace,  Carlyle  Clifford  and  Ru- 
pert Roy.  Mr.  and  iNIrs.  Thomson  are  both  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  West  Hartford,  and  take  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  its  work,  Air.  Thomson  having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Society  for  a  number  of  years,  while  his  wife  is 
now  president  of  the  local  work  department.  He  is 
master  of  the  West  Hartford  Grange.  Politically 
he  sujiports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  efficiently  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
in  1897  and  1898. 

JOB  COWIXG,  a  well-known  resident  of  the 
town  of  Suffield,  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  that  locality  for  many  years, 
and  the  honesty  and  uprightness  of  his  character. 
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as  shown  in  lii>  daily  life,  have  won  him  the  respect 
of  the  eon\ninr,it\ .  lie  and  his  estimable  wile  have 
spent  more  than  half  a  centuiv  of  hapjn-  weilJcd 
life  and  are  >till  en  ii\\  inij  excellent  nealth,  the  after- 
poou  of  tlieir  exi>tence  heinj:^  hriqiuened  bv  com- 
forts g-ained  tlirou,i;h  their  united  elYorts  in  former 
years. 

Mr.  Cowina:  comes  of  £;ood  Colonial  stock,  his 
grandfather,  (iathelins  O'wing-,  n  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, having-  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army. 

Job  Cowing.  our_  subject's  fatlier.  was  born  in 
Scimate,  riynKiUt'i  Co.,  -Ma.-s.,  buf  removed  in  earlv 
nianhood  to  Chesterfield,  Hamjishire  Co.,  that  State, 
where  he  made  his  permanent  home  and  engaged 
in  farming'  and  slock  raising.  Jn  politics  he  was 
a  ^^'hig,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem. 
By  his  first  wife,  Rachel  Coleman,  he  had  one 
daughter.  Electa,  who  married  Ceorge  Kendall,  of 
Northlield,  ]\lass.  His  second  wife,  Sybil  King,  of 
^^'est  Hampton,  Mass.,  was  a  woman  of  rare  worth, 
and  was  greatly  beloved  by  her  family  and  asso- 
ciates. She  died  in  Chesterticld  in  1857,  he  in  1S56. 
They  had  children :  Aurelia,  deceased  wife  of  R. 
Gurney ;  Elvira,  married  to  Ansel  Thyer ;  Cynthia, 
married  to  Jacob  Loomis  ;  Dexter,  deceased  ;  Eunice, 
who  died  unmarried;  Fannie,  deceased  wife  of 
Jason  Thyer;  Job,  our  subject;  Charles,  next  in  :he 
order  of  birth ;  Sybil,  deceased  wdfe  of  Speilman 
Stevens  ;  Sumner,  deceased  ;  and  Austin. 

Job  Cowing  was  born  Aug.  31,  1820,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Chesterfield,  ^slass.,  and  was  reared 
as  a  farmer  boy,  receiving  only  a  district-school 
education.  \\'hen  a  young  man  he  went  to  Orange 
county,  X.  Y.,  to  learn  the  millwright's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years.  After  ten  years  he 
removed  to  X'orthampton,  ]\Iass.,  and  later  he  spent 
six  years  at  Stamford,  Bennington  Co.,  Vt.,  where 
he  became  interested  in  the  lumber  business.  He 
then  came  to  this  section  to  engage  in  farming,  and 
settled  upon  Capt.  Simon  Kendall's  farm,  in  Sut'iield, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  addition  to  general 
agriculture,  he  devotes  much  attention  to  dairying 
and  stock  raising,  and  by  his  able  management  he 
has  gained  satisfactory  results  in  all  these  lines. 
Throughout  his  life  he  has  been  a  firm  believer  in 
the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he 
has  not  been  an  office  seeker  he  has  not  shirked  the 
duties  of  citizenship,  and  at  one  time  served  as  as- 
sessor of  Suffield.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment 
and  extensive  reading,  and  in  religion  he  bases  his 
faith  upon  the  underlying  principles  of  all  creeds 
rather  than  in  those  of  any  one  denomination. 

On  Dec.  25,  1844,  Mr.  Cowing  was  married,  in 
Port  Jervis,  X.  Y.,  to  Aliss  Eleanor  Cole,  daughter 
of  Josiah  Cole,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.  Their  home  is  marked  by  the  influence  of 
Mrs.  Cowing's  refined  taste,  and  their  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  reared  in  a  wav  to  make  them  a 
credit  to  their  parents:  (i)  Walter  is  a  black- 
smith of  Southington.    (2)  Julia  married  Senator 


George  F.  Kendell,  of  Sufiield.  (3)  Laura  mar- 
ried Irvin  hJndsav,  of  Meriden.  (4)  l-'anny  mar- 
ried Arthur  Tildon,  of  Terryville,  CV.un.  (5) 
I'Yank  resides  in  Meriden,  where  he  is  chief  engin- 
eer of  the  Fire  Department.  (6)  James  resides 
in  Toronto,  Canaila.  (7)  }^Iiss  Helen  is  at  home. 
(8)  Addie  married  Ernest  Austin,  of  Sufiield. 

WATSOX  GHIBOXS,  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents and  most  highly-respected  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Hartland,  is  the  possessor  of  a  handsome 
property  vv'hich  now  enables  him  to  spend  his  years 
in  the  plcasurabje  enjoyment  of  his  accumulations. 
The  record  of  his  life,  previous  to  18S4,  is  that  of 
an  active,  enterprising,  methodical  and  sagacious 
business  man,  and  who  bent  his  energies  to  the  hon- 
orable acquirement  of  a  comfortable  competence 
for  himself  and  family. 

^Ir.  Gibbons  was  born  in  Granville,  ^^lass.,  Feb. 
18,  18 1 2,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored X'ew  England  family,  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion. His  grandfather,  l^eter  Gibbons,  wdio  was  a 
tanner  and  shoemaker  by  trade,  was  born  in  Durham, 
Conn.,  April  20,1730,  and  during  his  younger  years 
was  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  but  lived  to  see  the 
Colonies  throw  off  the  yoke  of  oppression  and  be- 
come free  and  independent.  He  made  his  home  in 
Granville,  }vlass.,  where  he  died  in  1792.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  most  con- 
sistent Christian.  His  wife  Sarah  was  born  Jan.  31, 
1 73 1, and  died  in  Granville  many  years  ago.  In  their 
familv  were  twelve  children :  Elizabeth,  born  X'ov. 
7.  1752;  Peter,  Aug.  i,  1754;  Lemuel,  Oct.  i,  1756; 
Bildad,  Feb.  2,  1759;  Mary  and  Sarah  (twins), 
Dec.  31,  1760;  Timothy,  Feb.  22,  1762;  Sarah  (2), 
May  5,  1764;  Eli,  Aug.  28,  1767;  Jedediah  Howe, 
i'eb.  18,  1770;  IVIary,  Aug.  i,  1772;  and  Hannah, 
April  5,  1775. 

Jedediah  Howe  Gibbons,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, received  onlv  a  limited  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  day,  and  throughout  life  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  When  a  young  man  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  energies  until  called  from  this  life,  Aug. 
4,  1849,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Granville 
cemetery.  He  was  noted  for  his  upright  character, 
v.-as  honored  and  respected  by  all,  and  was  a  Whig 
in  politics,  but  never  an  office  seeker.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Cowdrey,  who  was  born  in  Hartland, 
Conn.,  in  1770,  a  daughter  of  Moses  Cowdrey.  one 
of  the  old  and  respected  settlers  of  that  town.  She 
was  a  good  Christian  woman,  and  a  faithful  wife 
and  mother.  She  departed  this  life  at  Granville, 
in  1844,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  there 
In  the  family  were  nine  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  wtre  as  follows:  Carlos,  July  12, 
1793;  Dumaras,  .April  13,  1796;  Philura,  Oct.  25, 
1798;  .\moret,  Aug.  20,  1800  (died  June  4,  1802)  ; 
Hiram  P).,  Sept.  26,  1802;  Amoret,  I'eb.  10.  1S04: 
Elizabeth,  Oct.  10,  1806;    Martha,   Jan.  6,  1810 
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Duriii;^-  liis  hoyliood  our  subjoct  attciulccl  the 
district  scIkx'Is,  but  b.is  cducatiiMial  ad\  anta;-;"os  were 
meager,  as  his  father  was  well  advanced  in  life 
and  his  services  were  needed  e~>n  the  home  farm. 
He  struggled  h.ard  to  support  his  parents  in  com- 
fort, bnt  labored  under  disadvantages  on  account 
of  his  limited  education.  He  was,  liowcver,  am- 
bitious, energetic  anil  enterprising,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  started  out  in  the  world  lor  himself, 
selling  farm  produce  in  Hartford;  in  his  trucking 
business  he  used  ox-ieanis.  Tlius  he  laid  the  fonn" 
dation  of  a  useful  and  successful  business  life. 
With  the  first  money  which  he  saved  he  paid  oit 
the  mortgage  on  his  father's  farm,  and  then  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  same,  caring  for  his  parents 
in  their  old  age.  In  1836  Timothy  Cooley,  a  gen- 
eral merchant,  offered  'Mv.  Gibbons  an  interest  in 
his  business  without  putting  in  any  capital,  as  that 
gentleman  fully  appreciated  the  sterling  qualities 
and  good  business  ability  of  the  young  man.  He 
had,  however,  saved  $400,  and  this  he  invested  in 
the  business,  which  was  successfully  conducted  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Cooley  &;  Gibbons  for  four 
years.  In  1S39  t^'"^}'  started  a  branch  store  at  East 
Hartland,  with  ^Ir.  Gibbons  in  charge,  and  when 
he  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1841  he  kept  the  store 
at  that  place,  being  successfully  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  there  until  1884,  during  which  time 
he  had  three  partners :  Lyman  Remington,  for 
two  years ;  John  J.  Phelps,  for  the  same  length  of 
time;  and  Philo  P.  Coe,  for  twelve  years.  la 
1884  he  leased  his  store  to  Fred  Harding,  and  has 
since  lived  retired  from  all  business  cares.  For 
half  a  century  he  had  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  was  also  a  dealer  in  lumber, 
and  had  farming  interests.  A  man  of  strict  in- 
tegrity, he  M-as  known  far  and  wide  for  his  upright, 
honorable  business  career,  and  for  the  success  that 
he  achieved  in  life  he  deserved  great  credit,  for  he 
started  out  for  himself  empty-handed  and  rose  to 
a  position  of  affluence  entirely  through  his  own 
industry,  perseverance  and  good  management. 

On  April  30,  1834,  in  Granville,  r\Iass.,  Mr. 
Gibbons  was  united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Parsons,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Parsons, 
Esquire.  She  died  June  3,  1882,  and  was  buried  in 
East  Hartland.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  a  good  Christian.  Mr.  Gibbons  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  in  November, 
1882,  with  ]\Irs.  Almira  H.  (Colton)  Emmons,  a 
native  of  Granby,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Lemuel 
and  Polly  (Watson)  Colton.  By  her  first  hus- 
band, Darius  Emmons,  she  had  five  children :  Al 
mera,  wife  of  Wesley  ^Miller;  Almeron  (twin  of 
Almcra),  who  became  a  resident  of  Kansas,  and 
died  in  January,  1898,  aged  fifty-five  years  ;  Irving 
D.,  a  resident  of  Hartland ;  ^Mary  J.,  who  died  in 
Boston  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years; 
and  Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 


Mr.  Gibbons  has  an  ado]ited  son,  Watson  E.  Gib- 
bons, his  ne])hew,  who  is  a  native  of  Granville, 
Mass.,  and  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Cynthia  (King) 
Gibbons,  the  fc'ruier  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
Smce  a  child  of  four  years  he  had  made  his  home 
with  our  subject,  being  well-reared  and  educated, 
and  is  now  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  mercaiuile 
house  in  Springfield,  2\Iass.  He  wedded  Mary 
Pannon,  of  tliat  place,  and  has  four  children:  Lena, 
Grace,  Sache  and  Edward.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

^Ir.  Gibbons  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
tlie  Whig  candid;ue  in  183'),  and  continued  to  sup- 
port that  party  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has 
since  been  identified  therewith.  In  1S81  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  most  ably  and 
satisfactorily  represented  Hartland  town  in  that 
body.  He  has  also  most  creditably  filled  a  number 
of  local  offices,  including  those  of  selectman,  town 
clerk,  judge  of  j^robate,  administrator  in  the  set- 
tlement of  numerous  estates,  and  postmaster  at 
East  Hartland  for  four  years.  He  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  his  life 
has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  profession.  ]\Ir. 
Gibbons  was  made  a  Freemason  in  Tariffville  many 
years  ago,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  St.  IMark's 
Lodge,  No.  91,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  of  Granby. 

BURTON  S.  LOOMIS.  The  practical  develop- 
ments of  modern  scientific  research  have  brought 
into  service  a  high  class  of  talent,  electrical  science 
being  especially  attractive  to  the  keen  minds  of 
the  young  men  of  to-day.  The  subject  of  tins 
biography,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Eddy 
Electric  ^lanufacturing  Co.,  at  Windsor,  has  made 
a  special  study  of  the  mechanisms  by  which  Na- 
ture's powerful  fluid  is  converted  into  the  servant 
of  mian,  and  by  his  intelligent  work  as  a  machinist 
lias  gained  the  respect,  as  well  as  the  confidence, 
of  his  employers.  As  a  citizen  ^ir.  Loomis  is 
thoroughly  progressive  and  his  elegant  home  in 
Windsor,  built  in  1894,  gives  indication  of  artistic 
taste  and  generous  culture,  his  fondness  for  read- 
ing being  shown  by  an  excellent  collection  of  books 
on  current  topics. 

]\Ir.  Loomis  was  born  in  Windsor  !March  10, 
1868,  the  only  child  of  Nev.ton  S.  and  Susan  (Cas- 
well) Loomis.  In  the  paternal  line  he  traces  his 
descent  from  Jo.^eph  Loomis,  who  was  born  about 
1590  at  Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  and 
came  in  the  fall  of  1639  to  Windsor,  where  he 
died  Nov.  25,  1658.  In  1640  he  purchased  prop- 
ertv  there,  and  his  descendants  in  the  town  have 
always  been  among  its  thrifty,  "fore-handed"  citi- 
zens. 

II.  Deacon  Jolm  Loomis,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1622,  died  Sept.  1,  168S,  in  Windsor. 
He  was  married,  Feb.  3,  1649,  to  Elizabeth  Scott, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Scott,  of  Hartford. 

III.  Sergeant  Daniel  Loomis,  who  was  born 
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June  i6,  l<'>57,  died  June  25,  1740.  On  Dec.  23, 
U>So.  lie  married  >lary  l^'llswurlli,  dangiiter  ot 
Josiah  EUsworlli,  and  un  July  9,  1713,  lie  mar- 
ried llannali  Drake,  a  widow. 

IV.  lienjaniin  Loonus,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  Feb.  7,  lOyo.  and  died  Jan.  2, 
1763.    On  Dec.  9,  1725,  he  married  Joanna  Alford. 

\'.  Serajah  Loomis  was  birn  Dec.  4,  1740,  and 
died  in  iSii.  He  was  married,  Oct.  24,  1767,  to 
Sybil  Loomis. 

Ira  Loomis,  our  subject's  great-grandfa- 
ther, was  born  I->b.  13,  1770,  and  died" Jan.  9, 
1842.  On  2\lareU  5,  1798,  he  a.anicd  Kos..mond 
Warner,  of  Scotland,  Conn.,  who  died  Sept.  18, 
1849. 

\'II.  Ira  Loonn's,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  2,  1802,  and  died  Sept.  19, 
1891.  In  his  youth  he  taught  school  for  a  time, 
but  his  later  years  were  spent  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  farming  and  brickmaking,  in  which  he 
gained  a  comfortable  competence.  On  Feb.  12, 
1834,  he  married  Eliza  Sheldon,  of  Sufheld,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Samuel  Sheldon,  and  she  survived 
him  only  ten  months. 

VIII.  Xewton  S.  Loomis,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  ^\'indsor  Jan.  17,  1S35,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Stonv  Hill  district  school,  and  in  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield.  In  the 
meantime  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  but 
as  he  was  not  inclined  to  settle  down  to  that  busi- 
ness he  became  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  in  liartford 
soon  after  leaving  school.  About  1857  he  made  a 
prospecting  tour  through  ^linnesota  and  other  west- 
ern States,  but  after  an  absence  of  a  year  and  a 
half  he  decided  that  there  was  "no  place  like  home" 
and  returned  to  the  old  farm.  His  time  until  his 
retirement  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
after  some  years  at  the  homestead  he  removed  to 
Blcomfield,  where  he  spent  thirteen  years.  He  then 
returned  to  the  town  of  Windsor,  and  in  April, 
1893,  he  located  at  "\\'indsor  Center,  but  he  died 
on  the  5th  of  I\Iay  of  that  year.  His  remains  were 
taken  to  Blcomfield  for  interment.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  political  organization,  in  1S60,  called  the 
"Wide-awakes,"  and  voted  for  Lincoln  (first  term). 
On  June  4,  18G3,  he  married  ^liss  Susan  Cas-.vell, 
who  was  born  in  Hartford  Dec.  23,  1835,  and  is 
still  living  at  the  homestead.  She  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  girlhood  in  the  conmion  and 
select  schools,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  the 
commimity  where  she  has  resided  for  so  many 
years.  Her  father,  Edwin  Caswell,  was  proprietor 
of  Washington  market,  Hartford,  but  during  her 
childhood  he  engaged  in  farming  in  West  Hart- 
ford, where  she  was  reared.  Her  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Bethiah  Wells,  and  Mrs.  Loomis  was 
the  fifth  child  and  third  daughter  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 

IX.  Burton  S.  Loomis  attended  the  schools  of 
the  Southwest  district  of  Blcomfield,  his  parents 
being  then  residents  of  that  town,  and  r^Iiss  Lilian 


lluniphrey  was  his  first  teacher.     When  he  was 
Sixteen  }ears  old  the  family  returned  to  Wintlsor, 
and  afterward  he  studied  for  two  terms  in  Han- 
mim's  liusiness  College,  Hartford,  thus  laying  a 
good  foundation  for  success  in  business  life.  On 
I  leaving  home  in   1888  h.e  went  to  Wahoo,  Xeb., 
'  where  he  spent  one  year  in  the  oilices  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  .Mis-tiuri  railroad  as  agent's  clerk.  Later 
he  spent  a  year  and  a  half  as  a  cashier  at  Xew 
j  Castle,  \\  yonn'ng,  and  had  the  privilege  of  voting 
;  for  i'rancis  M.  Warren,  the  first  governor  of  that 
i  State,  whiO  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
;  Altogetiier  he  remained  alwut  three  }-ears  in  the 
I  West,  a  few  months  being  spent  as  a  baggage  mas- 
i  ter  at  Aurora,  Xeb.,  but  as  his  father's  health  was 
I  failing  he  came  back  home  in  X'ovember,  1890,  to 
':  assist  in  the  management  of  the  farm.      In  the 
spring  of  1892  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  the  Eddy 
^lanufacturing  Co.,  with  wdiom  he  has  since  con- 
j  tinued.    On  Xov.  14,  1S94,  he  married  3iliss  Annie 
i  L.  Hubbard,  daughter  of  i'ranklin  11.  and  Louisa 
j  (Loomis)  Hubbard,  whose  biographical  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere.    Two  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  Crace  Hubbard  and  Theodore  K.,  both  liv- 
ing.   ^Ir.  Loomis  is  a  ^lethodist,  and  member  of 
the  ofificial  board  of  the  ^I.  E.  Church,  but  his  wife 
■  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
:  they  are  popular  among  a  refined  and  cultured 
j  social  circle.    Politically  Mr.  Loomis  is  a  stanch 
j  Republican,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  his 
.',  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Benjamin  Har- 
:  risen,  at  Windsor,  in  1892 ;  he  has  never  entered 
I  the  arena  as  an  office  seeker. 

i  -  ■ 

I  ■  ■ 

HEXRY  JACKSOX  DEWEY,  the  well-known 
I  superintendent  of  tl:c  Cranhy  Creamery,  is  a  lead- 
ing representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  town  of  Granby.  A  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  and  broad  resources,  he  has  attained 
a  prominent  place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  part  of  the  county,  and  is  recognized  as  a 
j  leader  in  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  born  in  the  town  of  Granby 
I  Oct.  5,  1826,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  distin- 
I  guished  X'ew  England  family,  which  has  a  prom- 
!  inent  representative  in  the  hero  of  ^Manila.  The 
first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Granby,  then  Sims- 
!  bury,  Conn.,  was  David  Dewey,  a  Baptist  minister, 
^  who  took  up  his  residence  at  what  is  now  known  as 
IJushy  Hill,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  also 
preached  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  As 
i  he  lived  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  did 
I  not  wish  to  pay  taxes  to  the  British  government, 
!  his  cow  was  taken  from  him  and  sold  for  that  pur- 
{  pose.    He  died  in  Granby,  and  his  remains  were 
'  interred  in  the  cemetery  there.    This  worthy  gentle- 
man was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
I       David  Dewey,  Jr.,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
!  at  Bushy  Hill,  and  ^pent  his  entire  life  in  the  town 
i  of  Granby,  as  one  of  its  highly-respected  citizens 
and  well-to-do  farmers  and  stock  raisers.  During 
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the  Rcvolutioiiarv  war  lie  cnlislcd  as  a  pri\atc  in 
tlio  Colonial  scrxicc  nii'lcr  (."apt.  i'liillips.  and 
valiantly  fuui^lit  until  independence  was  achieved, 
lie  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Le- 
vina  llolcoinb,  daugliter  of  Asa  Holconib,  and  to 
them  were  born  seven  children:  Da\  id  ;  john.  fa- 
ther of  our  subject ;  Samuel  ;  1-di  ;  Deborah  :  loseph  ; 
and  Levina,  wife  of  Joseph  JJ>a\-.  The  jiarents  of 
these  children  both  diied  on  the  i.ild  homestead  at 
iJushy  Hill,  and  were  buried  in  (Iranby  cemcterv. 
They  were  consistent  meml)i.rs  of  the  Baptist 
Chin-ch,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Joan  Dewey,  our  subject's  L.llicr,  was.  Li.aii  on 
the  old  homestead  Oct.  16,  1786.  and  was  edu- 
cated in  tlie  district  school  taught  bv  Miss  Rebecca 
Adams.  He  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  coun- 
try during  the  war  of  1812.  He  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  until  tSiS,  wdien  he  moved  to  the 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject,  a 
tract  of  fifty  acres,  where  he  engaged  in  general 
farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  hie.  He  died  there  July  16, 
1853,  and  was  buried  in  Granby  cemetery.  His 
political  support  was  always  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  most  ably 
represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
filled  other  official  positions,  such  as  selectman,  and 
his  public  and  private  life  were  alike  above  re- 
proach. He  was  married,  in  the  town  of  Granby, 
to  Miss  Julia  Hayes,  who  was  born  in  Xorth 
Granby,  near  the  IMassachuseits  line,  a  daughter 
of  Phineas  Hayes.  Of  the  six  children  born  of 
this  union,  one  died  in  infancy:  Julia  died  unmar- 
ried; Henry  J.  is  mentioned  below;  Hilton  is  a 
resident  of  ^Mississippi ;  Emiua  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject; and  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Horace  R.  Chidsey. 
The  mother,  who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  died  in  i860,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  her  husband. 

Henry  J.  Dewey  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  paternal  farm,  and  after  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther succeeded  to  the  place,  increasing  its  extent 
from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  140  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  always  followed  gen- 
eral farming,  dairying  and  stock  raising",  keeping 
a  fine  herd  of  Jersey  cattle,  and  in  1882  he  became 
interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Granby  Cream- 
ery Co.,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  director 
and  stockholder.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  super- 
intendent, and  his  good  business  ability  and  ex- 
cellent management  have  brought  to  the  concern  a 
high  degree  of  success.  Annually  the  company  man- 
ufacture 206,000  pounds  of  butter,  which  finds  a 
ready  sale  at  the  highest  market  price  in  Hartford, 
New  Haven,  Waterbury  and  other  Connecticut 
towns,  and  in  this  way  over  $40,000  a  year  are  dis- 
tributed among  the  farmers  of  (^ranby.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise  is  certainly  due  in  a  large 


measure  to  Mr.  Dewey,  and  thrungh  it  he  has  pro- 
i  moted  the  welfare  of  the  communitv. 

In  December,  1857,  in  Westlield,  Mass.,  ^Ir. 
Dewey  was  united  in  marriage  with  .Miss  Laura 
!  Searle,  a  native  of  Southhamiiton,  that  State,  and 
j  a  daughter  of  Job  and  Laura  (Tuller)  Si-arle,  an 
I  old  and  resixcted  family.  I'ive  children  were  born 
to  tlu-m :  (1)  W  iliiam  II.,  living  on  the  home- 
stead, is  his  father's  partner  in  business,  and  is 
a  Republican  in  politics.  He  married  Hattie  Wells, 
aiul  has  five  children,  Edith.  Wells,  Ralph,  LcRov 
and  Maurice.  (2)  Lizzie  is  tiie  wife  of  Samuel 
brederick  llolcomb,  and  has  had  four  children, 
Tudor,  Laura,  Lena  (wdio  died  wdien  eighteen 
months  old),  and  one  who  died  in  infancv  un- 
naiued.  (3)  Emma  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  E. 
Clark,  of  Xorth  Granby,  and  has  two  chiUlren, 
Ellis  b\  and  Laura  D.  (^4)  Julia  died  in  infancy. 
(5)  Xellie  ^lay,  a  cultured  and  refined  lady,  was 
married,  .\pril  27,  1899,  to  Leroy  H.  Wilcox  ;  she 
is  now  serving  as  secretary  of  the  Granby  Creamery 
Co.  The  wife  and  mother  died  from  a  cancer,  in 
1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Granby  cemetery. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  ^Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  most  estimable  lad}". 

In  early  life  ^Ir.  Dewey  was  a  Democrat,  but 
since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
1856,  he  has  fought  under  its  banner,  and  has  taken 
C|lute  an  influential  part  in  local  politics.  In  1876 
he  was  elected  and  served  one  term  as  State  rep- 
resentative, was  selectman  of  the  town  of  Granby 
four  terms,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  relief  and  of  th.e  school  board.  Socially  he  is 
affiliated  with  St.  ^Mark's  Lodge,  Xo.  91,  ¥.  &  A. 
]>.I.,  and  religiously  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward.  He  is  a  genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  and 
is  cjuite  a  popular  and  influential  citizen  of  his 
community.  Among  his  most  cherished  posses- 
sions are  a  number  of  old  relics  wliich  belonged  to 
his  father  and  grandfather. 

WALTER  S-MITII.  Industry,  thrift  and  sound 
judgnient  make  a  combination  of  qualities  which 
will  win  success  in  any  line  of  eti'ort,  and  the  his- 
tory of  this  well-known  resident  of  Windsor  town 
shows  that  he  possesses  them  in  a  high  degree.  Com- 
ing to  this  country  without  any  other  capital  than 
his  own  ability  and  energy,  he  has  won  a  substantial 
competence  by  his  own  endeavors,  and  his  attractive 
homestead  near  Windsor  village  is  a  tangible  evi- 
dence of  his  success. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  Oct.  22,  1S28,  in  Gloucester- 
shire, England,  a  son  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Shel- 
ton)  Smith,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Shelton,  and  of  the  same  family  as  the 
Shcltons  of  Connecticut.  Llis  father,  who  was  em- 
ployed in  a  factory  for  many  years,  died  when  our 
subject  was  but  two  years  old,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren :    Harriett,  who  married  Timothy  Hunt,  and 
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died  in  Enylaml ;  \\  alter,  ihe  second  in  order  of 
birtli ;  and  (.leorge,  a  resident  of  Talcottville,  Conn. 
Tlie  mother  was  married  some  years  later  to  W  ill- 
iam  Uendell,  by  whom  she  had  three  ciiiKlrc-n: 
Charles,  deceased;  Frederick,  a  resident  of  Man- 
chester, Cojm. ;  EHzabeth.  who  married  and  died  in 
England.  Charles  jKissessed  unusual  abilitv,  espe- 
cially in  mechanical  lines,  and  our  subject  cherishes 
a  miniature,  lull  rigged,  three  masted  ship  made  by 
I'.ihi,  which  shows  remarkable  skill.  He  served  ten 
years  in  the  British  navy,  also  live  years  in  the 
Lnited  States  navy,  and  was  drowned  in  April, 
i8;6,  r.t  Poq-.;or.ccV. 

During  boyhood  our  subject  Iiad  but  limited  ed- 
ucational opportunities,  as  his  mother  found  it 
difficult  to  make  a  livelihood  for  her  little  family. and 
each  of  the  children  was  obliged  to  help  as  early 
as  possible.  At  the  age  of  eleven  Mr.  Smith  found 
work  in  a  mill,  and  as  the  mill  law  then  required 
children  so  eiuployed  to  be  given  some  instruction 
every  day  he  was  not  entirely  deprived  of  a  chance 
to  study.  At  sixteen  he  left  the  mill,  his  health 
being  impaired,  and  for  some  time  followed  various 
occupations,  giving  especial  attention  to  gardening, 
in  which  he  became  known  as  an  expert.  For  two 
years  he  had  charge  of  a  gentleman's  garden,  for 
one  year  of  that  time  also  liaving  charge  of  a  farm 
in  Gloucester.  In  April.  1S54,  3.1r.  Smith  was 
married,  in  England,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rogers,  who 
died  in  September,  1S56,  and  in  1857  he  came  to 
America,  having  saved  enough  money  from  his 
earnings.  He  sailed  from  Liverpool  and  had  a 
trying  voyage,  the  ship  finally  striking  a  rock  oft 
Cape  Sable,  but  after  700  passengers  had  endured 
a  night  and  part  of  a  day  of  keen  anxiety  they  were 
safely  towed  into  harbor  at  Shelburne.  X.  S.  'Mr. 
Smith  proceeded  thence  by  schooner  to  Halifax, 
where  he  worked  in  public  gardens  for  five  weeks, 
but  his  health  being  poor  he  left  by  steamer  for 
Boston,  and  from  that  point  he  made  a  prospecting 
tour  for  work.  His  first  employment  ^vas  as  a  farm 
hand,  in  a  market  garden  near  Jersey  City,  his 
former  experience  in  that  line  being  of  great  value 
to  him.  Before  leaving  England  he  had  decided 
to  locate  at  Rockville,  Conn.,  where  he  had  an 
uncle,  Samuel  Sheiton,  and  after  a  time  he  carried 
out  his  plan,  securing  work  on  a  farm  there  and 
later  in  a  mill.  The  panic  of  1S57  closed  the  mill, 
and  in  January.  1858.  he  went  to  \\'indsor,  where 
he  found  employment  in  a  woolen  factory.  His 
characteristic  thoroughness  soon  won  the  confidence 
of  his  employers,  and  three  departments  of  the  es-  \ 
tablishment  were  placed  in  his  charge,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1864  he  resigned  to  engage  in  farming,  j 
which  occupation  he  found  not  only  profitable  but  \ 
healthful.  He  is  still  regarded  as  an  expert  in  the 
business,  espcciallv  as  a  cleanser  and  fuller,  and  at  ; 
times  has  returned  to  the  mill  for  short  periods  to  , 
perform  some  work  requiring  more  than  ordinary 
skill.  FTis  first  hou'c  was  on  what  is  known  as  j 
Cook's  Hill,  near  \\'indsor  village,  and  early  in 
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1S03  he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  which  he  i)iu-- 
chased  from  Dr.  Preston.  L'nder  his  able  and 
scientific  management  it  yields  a  liandsome  income, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  his  long  and  busy  life  ho 
is  surrounded  by  well-earned  comforts.  Mr.  Smith 
is  now  practicallv  retired  from  hard  work,  and  with 
his  good  wife  is  spending  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  in  leisure,  respected  by  all.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county,  and  his 
business  transactions  will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny, 
his  word  being  as  good  as  his  bond  everywhere. 
Politically  he  is  independent,  with  inclinations 
toward  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he  is  iiuer- 
ested  in  public  alTairs  he  has  always  declined  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  office. 

After  coming  to  America  ^Ir.  Smith  married 
Miss  IMary  Ryan,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
who  was  brotight  to  the  United  States  in  childhood. 
Bv  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  Edith 
A.,  widow  of  J.  F.  Read,  of  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
By  the  second  he  has  had  one  son,  \\'alter  G.,  born 
Feb.  23.  1862.  w  ho  has  rented  and  runs  the  home- 
stead farm,  which  is  devoted  to  general  crops.  He 
married  Miss  Edith  Hunt,  of  Talcottville,  and  tliey 
have  two  children,  Ruth  Amelia  and  Edith  Harriet. 
I  The  family  is  much  respected  socially.    !Mr.  Smith 
j  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Windsor ; 
j  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
I  1874  they  made  a  visit  to  England,  his  brotlier,. 
j  George,  and  familv,  accompanying  them  on  their  re- 
!  turn,  and  now  living  in  Talcottville.  '. 

I       DANIEL  NEWTON  FROST.    The  deserved 
I  reward  of  a  well-spent  life  is  an  honorable  retire- 
i  ment  irom  business,  in  which  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
I  former  toil.    To-day,  after  a  useful  and  beneficial 
j  career,  ^Ir.  Frost  is  quietly  living  at  his  pleasant 
I  home  in  \\'est  Sufiield,  surrounded  by  the  com- 
I  fort  that  earnest  labor  has  brought  him. 
i       A  native  of  Flartford  county,  ^Iv.  Frost  was 
I  born  in  East  Windsor  iMarch  22,  1826,  of  Eng- 
I  lish  ancestry.   The  first  of  the  Frost  family  to  cross 
'  the  Atlantic  and  take  up  residence  in  the  New 
;  World  were  three  brothers,  natives  of  England, 
I  one  of  whom  located  in  r^Iaine,  another  in  Boston, 
!  IMass.,  and  the  third    in  Connecticut.     The  last 
named  was  William  Frost,  who  settled  in  V\'inusor, 
Hartford   county,   some  time  between   1632  and 
1635,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
had  four  children:    Andrew,  a  lawver.  of  Fair- 
field :  Daniel,  a  resident  of  Windsor ;  }\Iary ;  and 
Sarah. 

Josiah  Frost,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sul> 
ject,  was  born  in  Willington,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  was  reared,  but  when  a  young  man  he 
removed  to  Ellington,  same  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  called  from  this  life.  He 
and  his  wife  both  died  in  Ellington,  and  both  were 
buried  th.ere.  In  their  family  were  nine  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows: 
Samuel;  Aaron,  1747;  David,  Feb.  i,  1750;  ^lary, 
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April  15,  175-':  Xi>ah.  April  8,  1755  ( scllkd  in 
SpriiigficUl.  Mass.);  l-'iiliraim,  (  4,  1757:  Reu- 
ben. Sept.  iS,  l7fK.);  Joel.  May  17113;  '^"'■1  Sarah, 
May  8.  17(15. 

Aaron  I'Vost,  our  subject's  !;ran(ltatber,  was 
born  anil  reaiod  in  I:".lliuL.^ti>n.  and  .mi  leaving:::  there 
came  to  Mast  W  indsor.  liarttorJ  county,  where  he 
owncti  a  lari:;e  tract  of  land  and  suecessfullv  en- 
gaged in  farming-  until  his  death,  which  occm-red 
Aug.  3.  18 1 7.  In  politics  he  was  a  W  hig,  and  in 
religious  faith  a  Congregationalist.  He  first  mar- 
ried Miss  Tarnel  W'ooil.  by  whom  he  had  two 
rbildren  :  Fame],  w  l:  •  -'virr'  'd  Putlky  virar.gcr,  of 
Suffield :  Aaron,  who  died  young.  On  Aug.  13, 
L777,  he  wetlded  Maggie  Hanmiond.  who  was  born 
in  1750,  and  died  Feb.  18.  1S37.  being  laid  to  rest 
in  East  Windsor  cemetery.  She.  too.  was  a  faithful 
nicmbcr  of  the  Cc^ngregational  Church.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were  Aaron,  born  June  2,  177S; 
Alpha,  July  30,  1782:  Seth,  Oct.  10,  1789;  and 
Solomon,  Jan.  24.  1791. 

Solomon  I-"rost.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  East  Windsor,  and  received  but  a  common- 
school  education.  On  reaching  manhood  he  be- 
came engaged  in  farming  on  a  tract  of  200  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  he  made  many  improvements, 
and  was  extensively  interested  in  the  raising  of 
tobacco,  rye,  corn  and  stock.  He  made  his  home 
in  East  Windsor  throughout  life,  and  at  his  death, 
in  1854,  his  remains  were  interred  in  Windsor- 
ville.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Whig 
party,  and  he  always  took  an  active  part  in  public 
afi'airs.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  }ileth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  held,  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  knew  him.  In  East  Windsor  he 
married  ]Miss  Nancy  Pasco,  a  daughter  of  James 
Pasco.  She  held  membership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  1853,  and 
they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  the  Windsorville 
cemetery.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eleven 
children:  Cynthia,  deceased,  who  married  (first) 
Xorman  Pasco,  and  (second)  James  Burnham ; 
David,  deceased;  Mary,  who  v/edded  Calvin  Col- 
ton,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  James, 
deceased;  Daniel  N.,  our  subject;  Xancy,  now  the 
widow  of  Joseph  Allen,  of  StatTord,  Conn.,  who 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war ;  Harvey  and  Henry, 
twins,  both  deceased ;  Sarah,  widow  of  Monroe 
Farnsworth,  of  Mundale,  :^Iass. ;  Julia,  deceased 
wife  of  George  Richardson ;  and  Jane,  who  died 
voung. 

Daniel  X.  Frost  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools 
of  East  \\  mdsor  for  his  educational  advantages, 
and  upon  the  home  farm  he  acquired  his  business 
training.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  as  a  farmer  upon  a  tract 
of  land  which  he  purchased  and  greatly  improved. 
Several  years  later,  however,  he  sold  the  place  and 
went  to  Illinois,  but  remained  there  only  a  short 
time.  Returning  to  Hartford  county,  in  185S,  he 
purchased  the  Johnson  farm  of  fifty-six  acres  in 


West  SuHicld  township,  uikmi  which  he  has  since 
made  his  h'lme.  J-"or  nianv  years  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  general  farming,  stock  raising  aiul  u^- 
bacco  growing,  but  is  now  living  retired,  leaving 
the  operation  of  the  farm  to  his  son-in-law,  I'rank 
O.  Culver. 

C)n  Dec.  27,  1851,  in  Tolland,  Mass.,  Mr.  Frost 
was  imited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louise  Frost. 
She  tiaces  her  ancestr_\-  back  to  David  Frost,  who 
was  born  in  idlington.  Conn.,  l'~eb.  i,  1750,  a  son 
of  Josiah  J'rost,  and  when  a  young  man  moved  to 
Granville,  ^lass.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
Iiis  life,  as  a  faruKT.  Flis  son,  Arial  Frost,  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  also 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  FIc  was  born  in  Gran- 
ville, and  died  in  Tolland.  He  married  Rhoda 
Smith,  and  had  four  children:  Anzolette ;  Eli; 
Smith,  the  father  of  ]Mrs.  I'rost ;  and  AIarilla,  who 
married  John  ]Moody,  and  is  still  living  in  Tolland, 
^lass.  Smith  Frost  was  born  in  Tolland,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there.  Fie  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  then  liecame  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In  Tolland  he 
married  3iliss  Rowena  Barnes,  of  that  place,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children :  Louise,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Arial,  a  resident  of  Granville,  Mass.; 
Abbie,  deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Flarrington;  and 
Allen  S.,  a  resident  of  Otis.  The  parents,  who 
were  devout  me:nbers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  earnest,  consistent  Christian  people, 
both  died  in  Tolland. 

Three  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  namely:  (i)  Mary,  born  Sept.  23,  1854, 
died  Jan.  10,  1SS5.  She  married,  Alay  20,  1873, 
Freeman  Andrew  ^^lann,  and  had  foui'  children, 
Edwin  F.,  Florence  Ada,  Walter  Paul  (deceased) 
and  uMary  B.  (2^  Walter  Pasco,  born  Sept.  17, 
1856,  married  Emma  IMcIntyre,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren, Daniel  Xewton,  Casper  David,  James  IMcIn- 
tyre,  ]Myra  and  Walter  Pasco.  (3)  ^^linnie,  born 
]May  28,  1858,  married  Frank  CiUver,  who  now 
carries  on  the  old  homestead,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Chauncey  X'ewton,  Edv,-in  Arthur  and 
William  Bennett.  Mr.  Culver  was  born  in  Bland- 
ford,  Alass.,  June  2q.  1856,  a  son  of  John  and  Polly 
(Stewart)  Culver,  and  in  1882  came  to  Suffield, 
Hartford  county,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in 
stock  dealing  and  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Frost  also  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
taken  any  active  part  in  political  affairs  aside  from 
voting.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee 
for  several  years,  and  has  always  given  his  support 
to  those  measures  which  he  believed  calculated  to 
advance  the  educational,  moral  or  social  welfare  of 
the  community.  In  his  life  work  he  met  with  well- 
deserved  success,  and  is  now  able  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares.  He  has  found  a  worthy  helpmeet 
in.  his  estimable  wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  marked  in- 
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toUigonco.  and  hciiig-  a  t^^roat  reader  she  has  be- 
come well  iulomied  on  the  h-adiiii:^  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day. 

STROXG  IIAYDKX  r.ARBER.  The  Barber 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  and  the 
subject  of  tliis  sketch,  a  leading-  resident  of  Wind- 
sor, now  occupies  a  homestead  which  has  been  in 
the  family  since  .1640.  when  the  land  was  granted 
to  Tiiomas  Barber,  his  ancestor,  in  recognition  of 
his  gallant  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  war. 

(I)  Thomas  Barber  came  from  England  in  the 
summer  of  1035  with  the  Saitonstal  colony,  as  a  ser- 
vant of  Francis  Stiles,  who  had  been  commissioned 
by  Sir  Richard  Saltonstal.  Knight,  and  otlier  lords 
and  gentlemen,  to  enclose  lands  at  Windsor,  Conn., 
and  erect  dwellings  for  the  colonists.  A  partv  from 
Dorchester  were  ahead  of  him  and  disputed  his 
right,  so  that  he  was  not  able  to  carry  out  the  de- 
sign of  his  coming,  but  notwithstanding  the  op- 
position of  the  "Dorchester  Party,"'  Thomas  Barber 
and  others  of  the  party  finally  settled  at  ^^'indsor, 

where  he  was  married,  in  1640,  to  Jane   — . 

During  the  Pequot  war  he  was  in  the  thickest  of 
the  struggle  on  the  inside  of  the  fort,  and  received 
honorable  mention  from  Capt.  ^lason  for  his  valor 
on  that  occasion,  being  one  of  the  verv  few  to  re- 
ceive such  notice.  His  term  of  service  expired  in 
1640,  and  in  October  of  that  year  a  lot  of  land  had 
been  granted  him.  our  subject's  present  homestead 
being  a  portion  of  same.  After  some  years  he  re- 
moved to  Simsbury,  where  he  contracted  to  build 
the  first  church,  but  he  lost  monev  on  the  venture 
and  the  citizens  there  gave  him  a  tract  of  land,  upon 
which  he  settled  permanently,  his  death  occurring 
there.  Of  his  children,  the  eldest.  Thomas,  set- 
tled in  Windsor  or  near  Simsbury :  Josiah  mar- 
ried Abigail  Loomis,  and  lived  and  died  in  the 
southern  part  of  \\'indsor;  Samuel  was  the  direct 
ancestor  of  our  subject,  and  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ;  John  settled  in  Springfield,  ^lass. ; 
Hannah  married  a  ^Ir.  Gillett,  and  settled  in  Suf- 
field ;  and  ^larv  rnarried  a  Mr.  Hale,  and  also  re- 
sided in  Suftieid. 

(H)  Samuel  Barber,  who  was  born  in  1648. 
built  the  first  house  that  was  erected  by  a  Barber 
on  the  old  tract,  this  house  stanaing  nearly  op- 
posite the  present  Windsor  Cannery.  In  1676  he 
married  Ruth  Drake,  who  was  born  in  1657,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows :  Samuel  rnarried 
Ziba  Brown,  and  lived  in  \Mndsor :  William  mar- 
ried Esther  Brown,  and  settled  in  Windsor ;  Ben- 
jamin married  Hannah  Lewis,  and  also  settled  in 
Windsor;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Windsor,  married 
Mary  Loomis ;  David  married  Hannah  Post,  and 
settled  in  Hebron,  Conn.;  John  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Ruth  married  William  Phelps,  and  settled  in 
Windsor;  ^lary  married  Peter  Brown,  of  W^indsor; 
Elizabeth  married  Daniel  Loomis.  and  resided  in 
Windsor;  Sarah  married,  first,  Stephen  Palmer, 
and  later  a  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Westfield,  Connecticut. 


j        (HI)  John  l)arber  was  born  in  1696,  and  was 
]  the  first  of  the  family  to  reside  at  the  present  home- 
j  stead  of  our  subject.    In  1717  he  married  Jane  Al- 
I  ford,  who  was  born  in  1O9S.  and  they  had  the  fol- 
''  lowing  children:    John  married  Deborah  Loomis, 
]  and  settled   at   Harwinton,  Comi. ;  Jane  niarried 
!  l^avid  Thrall,  of  Windsor;  Xaonii  married  Daniel 
,  L'>arber.  and  settled  in  W  indsor  town  ;  Gideon  mar- 
ried  (first)   Hannah  Gillett.  au4  (^second)  Mary 
;  Hoskins,  a  witlow   (born  Clark),  and  settled  at 
!  Windsor,  but  later  removed  to  ]\L'mchester,  Vt., 
I  where  he  died;  Asahel  died  in  infancy;  Asahel  (2) 
!  married  Mary  Collyer,  and  settled  in  Harwinton, 
i  Conn. ;  Reuben  married  Sarah  [Mariman,  and  also 
settled  at  Harwinton ;  Jerusha  married  Jonah  Bar- 
ber, of  \\'indsor ;  David  married  ]\Iary  Brown,  and 
settled  at  Windsor ;  Xoah  married  Sybil  Booth,  and 
resided  in  East  Windsor ;  Joel  settled  in  Simsbury ; 
Jerijah  is  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent  to  our 
subject  ;  and  Ruth  married  (first)  Titus  Burr,  and 
(second)  Ebenezer  Burr, 
i  )  Jerijah  Barber,  our  subject's  great-grand- 

i  father,  was  born  in  1739,  and  died  in  1792.  He 
I  served  in  the  Revolutionary  armv,  and  was  for 
I  many  years  engaged  in  business  as  a  tanner,  being 
I  the  founder' of  the  tannery  at  Alill  Brook,  above 
I  Windsor.  In  1765  he  married  Loanna  Filley,  who 
j  was  born  in  1744,  daughter  of  Amos  Filley,  and 
died  in  1793.  Among  his  children  was  a  son 
Jerijah. 

j        {V)  Capt.  Jerijah  Barber,  our  subject's  grand- 
i  father,  was  born  in  1766,  and  died  in  1820.    He  was 
i  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  day  and  locality,  and 
i  was  the  last  of  the  family  to  conduct  the  tannery 
j  business.    He  was  as  straight  as  an  arrow,  and 
j  v.'as  active  in  military  affairs  as  captain  of  the  2d 
I  Company,  ist  Regiment,  Connecticut  ^Nlilitia.  In 
1808  he  built  the  house  in  which  our  subject  now 
resides.     By  his  first  wife,  Deborah  Dexter,  to 
whom  he  was  married  [May  26,  1796.  he  had  two 
children :    Fidelia,  who  married  Alonzo  Bridges ; 
j  and  Deborah,  who  married  Solomon  Phelps,  and 
I  died  in  Xew  York  State.    C)n  l\Iay  27,  1806,  he 
I  married  Anna  Hay  den,  who  was  born  in  1779,  the 
I  daughter  of  Capt.  X'athaniel  Hayden,  and  died  in 
I  1858.    By  this  marriage  there  were  six  children: 
I  Xathaniel  H.,  born  in  May,  1807,  died  in  January, 
1888,  was  a  leading  Republican,  and  at  one  time 
I  served  as  State  Senator  for  this  district.    He  never 
'  married,  and  always  resided  at  the  present  home- 
i  stead.    He  owned  water  power  at  [Mill  Brook,  where 
he  conducted  an  extensive  saw-mill  business,  and 
also  had  a  brickyard.    Rhcxla  Ann  Lyman,  born 
Xov.  3,  1808,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
Alary  J.,  born  Feb.  24,  181 1,  died  in  childhood. 
John  H.,  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  below. 
Samuel  Thomas,  born  Sept.  24,  1815,  died  in  in- 
fancy.   Samuel  J.,  born  in  1817,  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years. 

(\'I)  John  H.  Barber  was  born  March  10,  1813, 
in  the  house  that  oiir  subject  now  occupies,  and 
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was  educatcJ  in  tlio  scliools  of  tl.at.  locality,  ex- 
Govcrnor  E.  i).  Morgan,  ot  Xow  York,  beiiiL;  one 
of  his  school  mates.  Being  reared  to  farm  work, 
lie  foUowetl  that  occupation  at  intervals  durin;;  his 
life,  but  for  years  he  was  the  leading  member  of  the 
firm  of  Barber  Bros.,  in  sawmill  and  bncky<ird  biisi- 

i.  iiess.  lie  was  a  well-built  man,  and  very  indus- 
trious,  and  was  regarded  as  a  shrewd  and  success- 
ful financier.    His  integrity  was  never  doubted,  and 

;     as  a  citizen  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Po- 

!  litically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  although  he  never 
cared  for  ofhce  he  served  for  some  time  as  treas- 
urer of  school  dijiiicL  Xo.  4.  In  religious  v.'ork 
he  was  active  as  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  which  he  was  deacon  for  many 

I    years  and  also  a  teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school.  He 

[  died  Dec.  9,  1873,  at  the  homestead  where  he  had 
resided  through  his  life.     On  Dec.  23,  1S46,  he 

!  married  Miss  Clarissa  Hay  den,  who  was  born  in 
Bennington,  A.  Y.,  ^lay  19,  1821,  daughter  of 
Strong  and  Louisa  (Loomis)  Hayden.  She  sur- 
vived him,  her  death  occurring  Jan.  14,  1S91,  and 
the  remains  of  both  are  buried  in  W  indsor  ceme- 
tery. They  had  six  children,  as  follows :  James 
H.,  born  July  20,  1849,  died,  in  1868,  of  typhoid 
fever;  Strong  H.,  our  subject;  Mary  G.,  born  x-\pril 

=•  1853,  died  in  August,  1S53;  ^Milton,  born  Dec.  16, 
1854,  died  }\Iay  23,  1856;  Gerald  Thomas,  born 
Aug.  18,  1858,  died  in  187 1  ;  and  Clara  L.,  born 
Nov.  18,  1862,  is  now  ^Irs.  George  ^I.  W'rislcy,  of 
Windsor  town. 

(\TI)  Strong  Hayden  Barber,  our  subject,  who 
is  the  representative  male  descendant  of  this  gen- 
eration, was  born  at  his  present  homestead  Oct. 
12,  1851.  His  education  was  begun  in  school  dis- 
trict No.  4,  Miss  Fowler,  Aliss  Griffin  and  Cicero 
Roberts  being  among  his  early  teachers.  In  tnose 
days  the  school  sometimes  had  eighty  pupils  en- 
rolled in  one  room.  Later  ]\Ir.  Barber  attended 
Windsor  Academy,  under  Prof.  Standish,  and  the 
State  Agricultural  College  at  Amherst,  ]\Iass., 
where  he  studied  several  years.  He  learned  easily 
and  rapidly,  being  especially  apt  in  mathematics, 
and  his  studies  were  intermingled  with  active  work 

:    at  home,  where  he  became  familiar  with  all  the  de- 

'    tails  of  farm  management. 

On  Aug.  20,  1S77,  Mr.  Barber  married  ]\Iiss 
Jennie  H.  Clark,  a  native  of  Willimantic,  Conn., 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wing  (Hovey) 
Clark,  well-known  residents  of  that  city.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Barber  settled  near  his  pres- 
ent home,  but  in  1888  he  removed  to  the  old  house, 
which  he  remodeled  and  improved,  making  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  and  attractive  residences  in 
the  town.  Fie  has  always  been  prominent  in  busi- 
ness life,  taking  part  in  most  of  the  important  en- 
terprises projected  in  his  locality,  and  for  years  he 
was  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  the  \\  ind- 
!  sor  Creamery  and  the  \Vindsor  Canning  Factory. 
I  In  every  way  he  has  given  his  influence  toward 
building  up  his  community  and  attracting  a  de- 


i  sirable  class  of  settlers,  but  his  ventures  are  (juite 
1  free  from  visic^nary  or  reckless  methods,  and  lui- 
deriakings  approved  by  him  seem  to  succeed.  A 
nunil)cr  of  homes  have  been  built  upon  his  lands,, 
and  he  is  now  one  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  and 
i  land  owners  of  the  town,  while  he  is  also  inter- 
ested extensively  in  western  real  estate  and  other 
interests. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Barber  was  a  Republican  until 
iSSS,  when  he  became  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Prohibition  party.  For  two  years  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  his  interest  in  educational  affairs 
is  shown  by  twenty-five  }ears  of  efficient  service  as 
clerk  of  School  District  Xo.  4.  He  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  prominent  in  social  life,  and  are 
leading  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Windsor,  in  which  he  is  now  senior  deacoii.  He 
has  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  church,  teacher 
in  the  Sabbath-school, .  treasurer  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Society,  and  a  member  of  the  music  commit- 
tee. His  home  is  brightened  bv  four  clever  chil- 
dren: ]\Iary  H.,  Harry  C.  (a  student  in  the  col- 
lege at  Amherst,  ^lass.),  Robert  H.  and  Ken- 
neth W. 

WILLIA^I  WILSHIRE  SAVAGE  (deceased), 
in  his  lifetime  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen 
of  Wethersfield,  was  born  in  Hartford  April  29, 
1829,  and  belonged  to  an  honored  old  Xew  Eng- 
land family,  some  of  whose  representatives  were 
noted  for  their  military  success,  while  others  were 
prominent  sea-faring  men. 

Capt.  Florace  Savage,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Hartford  in  1799,  and  in  April,  1815, 
shipped  as  cabin  boy  on  the  brig  "Commerce,"  of 
Hartford,  owned  by  Riley  &  Brown,  Josiah  Sav- 
age &  Co.  and  Luther  Savage,  all  of  that  city,  and 
I  commanded  by  Capt.  James  Riley.  The  crew  was- 
I  composed  of  James  Riley,  captain  ;  George  Williams,, 
first  mate ;  Aaron  Savage,  second  mate ;  William 
Porter,  Archibald  Robbins,  Thomas  Burns  and 
James  Clark,  seamen ;  Horace  Savage,  cabin  boy 
and  Richard  Deslile  (colored),  cook.  They  sailed 
with  freight  to  Xew  Orleans,  La.,  and  from  there 
took  a  load  of  tobacco  and  flour  to  Gibraltar,  where 
they  landed  their  cargo  in  safety.  They  then  sailed 
for  Cape  Verde  Island,  but  during  the  voyage  the 
vessel  was  lost  6ff  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  crew 
was  captured  by  the  natives  and  held  for  a  ransom. 
The  British  consul,  Vv'illiam  W'ilshire,  obtained 
their  release,  and  for  him  Capt.  Savage  afterward 
named  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A  full 
account  of  this  wreck  and  capture  was  written  and 
published  by  Capt.  Riley  many  years  ago.  After 
i  abandoning  the  sea  the  father  of  our  subject  engaged 
in  general  mercantile  business  in  Matamoras,  ^lex- 
ico,  where  he  owned  property,  and  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  18S1,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years. 

William  W.  Savage  was  reared  in  this  county, 
and  received  a  good  English  education  in  the  dis- 
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trii-t  and  lii;^h  schools.  During-  the  gold  excite- 
ment in  Caliiornia,  in  1841),  lie  went  to  that  State, 
where  he  remained  several  years,  and  while  there 
lost  the  use  ot  his  right  ami,  from  paridvsis.  lie 
then  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Wethersfield.  and 
after  regaining  the  use  of  his  linih,  followed  tlie 
5ea,  and  was  a  pilot  on  the  Connecticut  river  for 
inany  years.  lie  linally  located  on  the  old  Judge 
^\"illia^ls  farm,  on  I'.road  street,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  farming,  and  where  he  died 
April  3,  1S95,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
J  RepiiMicnn.  ri'id  in  hi-  cliuvch  relations  was  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  As  a  citizen  he  was  honorable, 
prompt  and  true  to  every  engagement,  and  as  a  man 
he  held  the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of 
people,  of  all  creeds  and  political  proclivities. 
Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and  far-reach- 
ing usefulness  his  duties  were  performed  with  the 
greatest  care,  and  during  a  long  life  his  personal 
lienor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 

On  June  9,  1869,  ^Ir.  Savage  was  married,  in 
Hartford,  to  3iliss  Elizabeth  Blinn,  who  was  born 
in  Wethersfield  Sept.  10,  1S26,  and  is  still  living 
on  the  farm  which  her  husband  left  her.  She  is 
a  most  estimable  lady,  an  earnest  Christian,  and  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Congregational  Clnirch  of 
AVethersfield. 

■  Levi  Blixx,  father  of  3ilrs.  Savage,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Wethersfield,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  that  town.  In  18 10  he  married 
Miss  Xancy  ^^'oodru^t,  who  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton  Dec.  II,  1781,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children :  Xancv  Adelia,  born 
Dec.  I.  181 1,  married  \\'alter  Adams,  and  died 
Jan.  28,  1891  :  Cornelia,  born  Dec.  27,  1813,  mar- 
ried (first)  Chester  Wilcox,  and  (second)  Bidkley 
Edward,  and  died  l\Iay  8,  1878 ;  Harriet,  born  July 
16,  1816,  married  Henry  E.  Rhodes,  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain; Lucy  Ann.  born  ^lay  5.  1823.  married  Francis 
J.  Calhoun,  of  Hartford,  and  is  still  living;  Eliza- 
beth, born  Sept.  lo,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject;  and  Levi,  born  Dec.  17,  1832,  died  young. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  ^\'ethersfield,  and 
"was  laid  to  rest  in  Cerlar  Hill  cemetery,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Hartford,  and  was  interred  in  the 
same  cemetery.  They  were  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them. 

T.  E.  DUXXAX',  for  some  time  the  popular 
superintendent  of  the  Hartford  Paper  Co.'s  plants  at 
Poquonock  and  Rainbow,  is  one  of  the  well-known 
and  prominent  business  men  in  that  line,  and  by  a 
thorough  practical  training  was  well-qualified  to 
fill  his  responsible  position.  He  was  born  in  Green- 
ville, Conn.,  July  18,  1855,  and  belongs  to  a  family 
that  has  been  quite  prominently  identified  with 
paper  manufactories  in  the  L'nited  States, 

Thomes  Duncan,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  Aug.  13,  1832,  a  son  of  Thomas  Dun- 


:  can.  Sr..  and  is  descended  from  excellent  Scottish 
,  stock.    He  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools 
I  of  his  native  land.    The  first  nine  months  after  his 
i  arrival  in  tiiis  coumry  he  spent  in  Xew  Jersey,  and 
i  for  over  forty  years  he  was  a  resident  of  Connecti- 
j  cut,  where  he  became  prominentlv  ideniificd  with 
'  religious,  jiolitical   and  other    interests,  his  home 
j  being  in   Poquonock.  .    I~or  many  years  he  has 
j  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  being  one 
i  of  the  leading  manufactuiers  in  Hartford  county 
I  during  his  residence  here,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  every  department  of  the  work,  from 
the  office  and  management  to  the  lowest  position. 
He  is  connected  with  the  Hartford  Paper  Co.,  the 
Globe  Sulphite  Boiler  Co.,  and  the  Duncan  Co.,  of 
v.diich  latter  he  is  treasurer  and  general  manager. 
He  was  superintendent  of  the  Hartford  Paper  Co.'s 
INIills,  at  Poquonock.  for  a  number  of  years,  on 
Xov.  I,  1897,  removing  from  tliat  place  to  Xew 
York  City.    The  plant  of  the  Duncan  Co.  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  countrv,  in  completed  state.  ]Mr. 
Duncan  is  thoroughlv  a  self-made  man,  his  success 
in  life  being-  due  to  his  own  industry,  enterprise 
and  good  management,  and  he  is  widely  known 
!  as  a  business  manager.    During  his  residence  in 
Poquonock  he  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  place,  being  especially 
prominent  in  religious  matters.    He  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  was  one  of  its  fore- 
most members  and  liberal  supporters,  and  is  an 
influential    representative     of    the  denomination 
throughout  the  State,  being  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut   Congregational    Club.     The  loss  to  the 
church  at  Poquonock,  in  his  departure,  was  a  most 
severe  one.    Mr.  Duncan  took  an  active  interest  in 
all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  community,  and 
twice  served  as  representative  in  the  State  Legisla-  • 
ture  from  ^\'indsor,  being  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket.    He  is  a  g-entleman  of  most  engaging  person- 
ality, and  has  hosts  of  friends  in  Plartford  county. 

Thomas  Duncan  has  been  twdce  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  ^liss  Grace  Yule,  who  was 
born  June  14.  1834,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1867.  To 
them  were  born  five  children:  T.  E.,  our  subject; 
John  C,  a  well-known  man  in  the  paper  trade, 
now  residing  in  Mechanicsville,  X'.  Y. ;  Grace,  who 
died  while  attending  'Sit.  Holyoke  Seminary ;  Agnes, 
who  married  X'elson  R.  Lord,  of  Poquonock, 
where  she  died  April  i.  1897;  and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Dr.  Eggleston,  of  ^Meriden,  Conn.  For  his  sec- 
ond w^ife  Sir.  Duncan  married  Mrs.  Janet  Gillies 
Wilbur.  The  Duncan  family  has  been  one  of  the 
most  popular  in  \\  indsor. 

During  his  boyhood,  T.  E.  Duncan  received  the 
education  necessary  to  fit  him  for  a  successful  busi- 
ness life,  and  when  entering  his  'teens  began  to 
secure  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  manufact- 
ure of  paper.  In  the  fall  of  iS^h)  he  commenced 
work  at  the  very  bottom,  as  his  father's  influence 
did  not  serve  to  help  him  tf)  secure  a  better  position 
beyond    what    ability    would    justify.     His  first 
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duties  woio  ill  the  rai;  room,  but  he  stoadilv  worked 
liis  way  ui)\\,ard,  .gaining  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  eacii  deparlinnu  as  ho  advanecd.  V\\  Ins 
fatiier's  retirenienr  as  nianai^er  of  the  Ilaitford  Pa- 
per Co.s  mills  he  .-eenied  a  fit  sucecssor,  and  wa-- 
given  tlie  position  which  he  so  eflicieiulv  and  satis- 
factorily hlletl  until  his  removal  to  .Mechanicsville. 
K.        where  he  is  now  located. 

Mr.  Dimcan  was  united  in  niarria;.;e  with  )*Iiss 
Luciiula  Davis,  a  (.laui;hter  of  Humphrev  Davis, 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  and  thev  now  have  four 
children:  Grace  B..  Ed-ar  T.,  Roy  Leslie  and 
Earl  H.  The  jiarents  are  both  active  and  prom- 
ineuL  nicnruLr>  of  tiie  (^ongreg-atiunal  Cluirch,  in 
which  Mr.  Duncan  has  served  as  secretary  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-sclK.ol.  Pic  is  the 
kind  of  a  man  who  wields  an  excellent  indnence  in 
any  locality,  and  is  a  true  type  of  our  liest  American 
citizenship,  being  alwa_\s  ready  to  aid  anv  under- 
taking for  the  good  of  the  public.  While  his  at- 
tention has  been  well  occupied  by  his  business  af- 
fairs, he  yet  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  representative  to  the  State  Legislature  in 
1893.'  This  honor  came  unsolicited,  but  in  the  ca- 
pable discharge  of  the  duties  of  tl:e  ofifice  the  people 
found  that  their  faith  in  his  ability  was  correct. 
He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  a  high  protective  tariff, 
and,  as  a  Republ  ican,  takes  c|uite  a  prominent  part 
in  local  politics.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  ^Masonic  Lodge  at  \\'indsor,  and  of  the  Grange 
at  Poquonock. 

MRS.  HARRIET  ARABELLA  (SPEXCER) 
FULLER  is  a  native  of  Suffield.  born  Jan.  5,  1850, 
and  is  descended  from  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
honored  families,  of  which  an  account  is  given 
below.  Her  education  was  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Suffield  and  at  Lexington,  ^lass., 
with  a  supplenicntary  ■  course  in  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  and  on  April  25,  1877,  she  mar- 
ried \\'illiam  F.  Fuller,  a  prominent  tobacco  dealer 
of  Hartford.  Two  children  blessed  the  union : 
Bessie  Y.,  born  Feb.  24,  iSSi,  was  graduated  from 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute ;  and  William 
S.,  born  Oct.  28,  1885. 

The  Spencer  family  is  descended  from  (I) 
Michael  Spencer  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  residents 
of  the  parish  of  Stratford,  Bedfordshire,  England, 
the  line  being  traced  through  twelve  generations 
to  our  subject. 

(II)  Jerad  Spencer,  son  of  2\Iichael,  was  born 
in  the  parish  of  Stratford,  where  he  was  baptized 

May  20.  1576.    He  married  Alice  ,  and 

had  five  sons,  all  of  whom  came  to  America. 
Thomas  settled  in  Flartford ;  Jolin  returned  to  his 
native  country;  William  located  in  Hartford;  Jerad 
in  Haddam,  Conn. ;  and  ^Michael  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

(III)  Thomas  Spencer,  known  as  Sergeant 
Thomas,  was  the  progenitor  of  th.e  Suffield  branch. 
He  was  born  A'arch  27,  1607,  at  the  old  home  in 


Bedfordshire,  England,  and  on  coming  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  four  brothers  located  tlrst  at  Cam- 
bridge, Ma.ss.,  in  1(1^^2.     In  he  removed  to 
Hartford  with  Rev.  Thomas  Ikoker's  company,  be- 
ing among  the  first  settlers  in  that  town.    He  served 
j  in  the  Pequot  war  in  1(137,  'JcMug  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant,  and  later  he  received  a  grant  of 
1  sixty  acres  of  land  for  his  good  >;:-rvice.    By  his 
I  first  wife,  he  had  three  chiblren:    Adaiah,  Thomas 
I  and  Sanuicl.     I'.y  the  second  tliere  were  six  chil- 
:  dren_.  viz.:     Jerad;  Sarah,  who  married  Thomas 
Huxley  :  ElizalKth,  who  married  Sanuiel  Andrews, 
'  of  Hartford;  Hannah;  !Mary;  and  Martha,  who 
I  married  a  l\ir.  Benton. 

I  Thomas  Spencer,  the  next  in  the  line  of 

:  descent,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  settled 
at  Suffield,  Conn.,  in  time  to  be  made  a  voter  at  the 
first  town  meeting.    He  located  on  a  tract  of  land 
known  as  the  "Xorton  &  }kIorgan  Place,"  on  ^liun 
•  street,  originally  High  street,  and  there  engaged 
in  farming.    Pie  died  July  23,  1689,  and  was  buried 
;  in  Suffield.    His  wife,  Esther  (Andrews),  daugh- 
I  ter  of  William  Andrews,  died  in  Suffield  March 

6,  i6r,i8.  They  had  seven  children;  Abigail. 
Thomas,   Samuel,   William,  Anna,   Elizabeth  and 

'  Esther. 

(V)  Samuel  Spencer  was  born  in  Suffield,  where 
:  he  was  engaged  in  farming  many  years,  his  death 
'  occurring  Xov.  23,  1743.  He  was  married,  ]\Iarch 
'  18,  1700,  to  Elizabeth  ^lancroft,  a  daughter-  of 
j  Daniel  Alancroft,  of  Roxbury,  ^lass..  and  two 
i  children  were  born  to  them:    Thoiuas  and  Daniel. 

(  \T  )  Thomas  Spencer  was  born  Jan.  13,  1702, 
.  in  Suffield,  and  there  he  spent  his  life,  engaged  in 
;  farming.    FTe  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war.     He  died  I'eb.  14,  1764.  at  his 
j  home  in  Suffield,  and  his  remains  were  buried  in 
Suffield  cemetery.    His  wife,  ]Marv  (Trumbull),  a 
;  relative  of  Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of  Connecti- 
i  cut,  was  born  in  Suffield  Dec.  2,  1701,  and  died  in 
1755.    They  had  nine  children:  Elizabeth;  Thomas 
and  Mary,  who  both  died  in  infancy ;  Ann ;  ^lary, 
who  died  in  infancy  ;  }vlary  ;  Tliomas  ;  Eliphalet ;  and 
:  Hezekiah. 

I  (VII)  HezcKiah  Spencer  was  born  Dec.  16, 
;  1740,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Suffield,  where 
;  he  died  in  August,  1799.  On  ^^larch  4,  1762.  he 
j  niarried  Olive  Xatt,  who  was  born  in  Wetliersfield 
Oct.  II,  1735,  and  died  Feb.  2,  1771.  Five  chil- 
j  dren  were  born  to  this  union.  His  second  wife 
j  was  Deborah  Easton,  to  whom  seven  children  were 
j  born. 

!  (VHI)  Hezekiali  Spencer,  son  of  (^  II)  Heze- 
:  kiah  by  the  first  marriage,  was  born  in  Suffield 
April  30,  1766.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
j  and  in  politics  was  a  stanch  Whig,  while  for  many 
j  years  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Congrega- 
I  tional  Church,  to  which  his  fa'.nilv  also  belonged. 
'  On  June  5,  1793,  he  niarried  Jerusha  X'elson,  who 
I  v.-as  born  in  Suffield  Dec.  17,  1771,  and  d  ed  Aug. 

7,  1834.    P'our  children  were  born  to  them:  Ileze- 
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kiali  ;  -M  iiulwcll.  who  niarrii.'(l  Julius  Sheldon;  Al- 
fred; and  hiuc.  wlio  married  l\.  W  Kent. 

(IX)  ile/ekah  Speiieer.  our  suljjeet's  great- 
grand  father,  was  horn  in  Surtield.  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming-  there  throughout  life.  Ho  mar- 
ried Ceeelia  Speneer.  and  liad  four  children  :  Thad- 
deiis  tl.,  Israel  L..  Calvin  C,  and  Jennie  C,  who 
married  F.  1'.  L(io:nis. 

(Xj  Alfred  Spencer,  our  suhject's  grandfather, 
was  born  on  the  Spencer  h.omestead  Ju'lv  jj,  i8oi, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Suffield, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  later  years. 
He  died  Oct.  17.  1838.  and  was  liuried  in  Suffield. 
On  Oct.  10,  1823.  he  married  Harriet  King,  who 
was  born  in  SutYield  Sept.  30,  iSoj,  and  died  Dec. 
15'  iS-H-  Three  children  were  horn  to  them;  Al- 
fred; l>ethenia.  who  marriei]  James  ^I.  Pendleton, 
of  Westerly,  \\"ashington  Co..  R.  I. ;  and  Harriet,' 
who  married  James  F.  Pendleton,  of  the  same  place. 

(XI)  Alfred  Spencer,  the  father  of  onr  subject, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Jan.  21,  1825,  and 
died  Dec.  30,  1S91.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Suffield  and  the  Connecticut  Lit- 
erary Institute,  became  an  extensive  dealer  in  to- 
bacco, and  owned  a  large  amount  of  land.  On 
Ivlarch  26,  1846,  he  married  Caroline  Frances  Reid, 
of  Colchester,  Conn.,  who  was  born  Oct.  22,  1827, 
and  died  Aug.  31,  1898,  on  the  homestead.  They 
had  eight  children;  James  P.,  born  Sept.  6,  184S; 
Harriet  A.,  our  subject;  Alfred,  born  Oct.  29,  1851, 
married  Ella  S.  Xichols,  of  Suffield.  and  is  now  the 
president  of  the  ^Etna  Xational  Bank  of  Hartford ; 
Mary  Reid,  born  }.Iarch  15,  1853,  died  Oct.  7, 
1853;  Clinton,  born  Jan.  2.  1856,  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Legislature  from  Suffield.  in  1899;  Carrie 
E.,  born  Dec.  7,  1S57;  Jennie,  born  July  20.  1859, 
married  George  ]\L  Montgomery,  of  Windsor 
Locks;  and  Saiuuel  Reid,  born  Xov.  4,  1871,  now- 
a  resident  of  Windsor  Locks. 

The  Fuller  family  is  also  well-known  in  this 
section,  the  first  to  locate  in  Suffield  being  Joseph 
Fuller  and  his  wife.  Abigail  Dibble,  who  were  mar- 
ried Feb.  I,  1681,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  Ipswich, 
Mass..  previous  to  coming  to  Connecticut. 

(II)  Joseph  Fuller,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, married  Bathsheba  Hanchett. 

(III)  Joseph  P'ulier,  born  ^lay  29.  1772,  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Xorton. 

(IV)  Apollos  F^uller  was  a  farmer  in  Crooked 
Lane,  in  the  town  of  Suffield.  and  was  one  of  the 
influential  men  of  that  locality  in  his  day.  He 
married  and  had  a  large  family  of  children,  among 
whom  was  a  son  William. 

(V)  William  Fuller  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  an  early  age,  but  through  his  energy  and 
ability  iK-came  successful  in  business.  Although 
self-educated,  he  taught  school  in  early  manhood. 
His  first  home  was  on  Feather  street,  and  later  he 
removed  to  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Crooked 
Lane,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent,  his 
death  occurring  at  the  age  of  seventy.    He  was 


prominent  in  religious  work  as  a  memlier  of  tlie 
j  IJaptist  Church,  and  jiolitically  was  hrst  a  W  hig  and 
then  a  Re]iul)lican.  his  work  for  party  success  i)eing 
limiteil.  liowe\  er.  to  vniing  regularly.     His  wife, 
Fmily  Granger,  who  died  at  the  age  tif  fift_\--p.ine, 
was  a  daugiuer  of  Thaddeus  and  Silent   (  king) 
Granger.    Th.ev  had  three  children;  W  illiam  H.  ; 
i  Catherine,  who  dieil  wl;en  seven  years  old ;  and 
^  Edward  A.,  a  well-to-do  tobacco  dealer  of  Suffield. 
\        (\'lj  W  illiam  H.  h'uller.  father  of  Wiliiam  F., 
mentioned  above,  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  L  ni- 
'  versity,  and  for  some  years  conducted  book  stores 
in   Springfield.   ^lass..  and   Hartford,  Conn.  He 
tiien  took  charge  of  the  old  Eagle  Miils  Paper  Co.'s 
I  hiterest  at  Stony  Brook,  and  later  engaged  in  in- 
i  surance  business.    For  twenty-two  years  he  was 
:  deputy  collector  of  Internal  Revenue.    Fie  died  Dec. 
:  28,  1890,  in  Suffield,  where  his  last  years  were 
I  spent  in  retirement.    His  wife,  Sarah  A.  Hare,  of 
East  Brookfiekl,  Mass.,  died  in  Suffield  Jan.  23, 
i  iSSS,  leaving  three  children;  William  F". ;  Charles 
,  S.,  cashier  of  tlie  First  X'^ational  P.ank  of  Suffield; 
!  and  Emilv  A.,  widow  of  I.  Luther  Scencer,  of  Suf- 
I  field. 

I       EDWARD  P.  EMMOXS  was  born  at  Xcw 
;  Haven,  Ohio.  Xov.  20,  1S33.  When  he  was  a  child 
I  oi  four  or  five  years  l:is  parents  removed  to  Connec- 
;  ticut,  settling  at  East  Flaildam.  Thirteen  veirs  after- 
ward they  made  their  home  at  West  Flartford.  and 
subseciuently  moved  to  Guilford,  where  they  resided 
for  four  years. 

Edward    P.   Emmons    attended  the  common 
1  schools,  also  the  Rob.'nson  Institute  at  Guilford, 
I  and  wlicn  he  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  his  father  removed  to  Xew  Britain,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  there  as  a  painter,  employing  his 
son  as  an  assistant.    In  1S61  the  young  man  bought 
j  his  father's  interest,  and  conducted  the  es  ablish- 
■  ment  alone.    In  1871,  he  added  the  sale  of  wall- 
I  paper  to  dealing  in  paints,  and  paper  hanging  has 
I  now  become  an  important  feature  of  the  business,  as 
!  are  also  house  and  sign  painting.    FTom  1866  to 
i  1879,  ]^Ir.  Emnicns  had  a  i)artner,  George  D.  Stew- 
!  art,  the  firm  name  l)eing  Emmons  &  Stewart.  With 
i  this  exception  he  lias  carried  on  his  affairs  alone. 

As  a  busiiiess  man  he  has  a  record  of  wdiich  he  may 
I  justly  feel  proud.    For  thirty-eight  years  he  has 
j  occupied  the  same  location,  although  he  has  doubled 
i  his  frontage.    During  the  busy  seasons  he  not  in- 
i  frecpientlv  emplovs  twenty  men.    His  life  story 
is  a  tale  of  hard  work,  sobriety,  thrift,  sound  judg- 
j  nicnt  and  succlss.    Fair  dealing  in  business  and 
i  probity  in  small  matters  have  won  for  him  the  re- 
spectful esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen.    In  private 
life  he  is  atfable,  courteous  and  generous;  a  man  of 
I  the  class  of  whom  X'ew  Britain  is  justly  proud.  Fie 
I  is  an  attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  h'irst  Con- 
j  gregational  Church,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  tl:e 
j  cause  of  religion  and  to  cliarity.    He  is  a  member  of 
'  HarnK)ny  Lodge.  Xo.  20,  A.  ¥.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the 
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Orilcr  of  United  American  Mechanics:  he  has  al- 
ways heen  a  l\ei)u!>hcan  in  poHtics,  National  and 
S.tate,  aU!unii;h  independent  in  his  action  in  local 
alYairs.  lie  has  never  l)ecn  an  aspirant  for  office. 
Mr.  I'.nmii-ins  married  C"harloiie.  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Anna  Miller,  form.-rly  of  the  Beckley 
Ouar;er.  Four  children  have  heen  horn  to  them: 
Ida.  ( leorge,  Cliarles  X.,  and  Annie  K.  The  two 
first  named  died  in  infancv.  and  Annie  K.  is  the  wife 
of  Frc  l  K.  Thoniiison,  of  Xcw  I'-ritain. 

The  foUmving-  statement  of  ^Ir.  Emmons'  an- 
cestry will  be  found  of  interest,  for  which  the  pub- 
lishers acknowledge  llieir  obligations  to  "Andrev.'s' 
Genealogical  and  Ecclesiastical  History."  N.  F. 
Emmon^  was  admitted  to  the  Church  on  Aug.  6, 
1S54,  on  a  letter  presented  from  the  church  in  Guil- 
ford, of  which  Rev.  E.  E.  Hall  was  pastor.  The 
baptismal  name  given  was  X'oadiah  Franklin,  and 
I\Ir.  Emmons  was  said  to  have  been  the  son  of 
Ncadiah  Emmons  and  his  wife,  Betsev  Cone.  The 
elder  Xoadiah  was  born  Feb.  23,  178J.  N.  F. 
Em.mons  married  Xancy  Carpenter,  of  X^orwich, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Carpen- 
ter. Mrs.  X".  F.  Emmons  died  Aug.  27,  1837.  and 
April  10,  1849,  X'oadiah  F.  Emmons  married  Ame- 
lia S.,  daughter  of  Ch.ilds  and  Sarah  (Porter) 
Goodman.  She  was  born  Sept.  24,  1S24.  His  chil- 
dren bv  his  first  wife  were  Edward  Payson,  who 
was  born  Nov.  20,  1833,  at  New  Haven,  and  mar- 
ried Charlotte  INIiller.  on  June  15.  1857;  and  Ade- 
line, wdio  was  born  ^May  25,  1836,  at  Defiance,  Ohio, 
and  died  wdien  only  two  years  old.  By  his  second 
wife  he  became  the  father  of  Alexander  Franklin, 
born  April  4,  1850,  at  Guilford;  Adeline  Elizabeth, 
born  July  13,  1852;  INIary  Sophia,  born  -March  8, 
1S60,  who  died  within  three  weeks  after  birth ;  and 
Harriet  Amelia,  born  July  4,  1861. 

WILLL-\:M  J.  cox,  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular grain  merchant,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1850,  in 
Bloonifield,  same  county,  and  is  the  survivor  of 
the  three  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  John 
and  Amy  (Young)  Cox,  his  twin  sisters  having  died 
unnamed.  The  mother  was  called  away  when  our 
subject  was  three  and  one-half  years  old. 

John  Cox  was  born  in  England,  in  the  town  of 
Thames,  about  the  year  1809,  a  member  of  a  family 
of  seven.  Fie  learned  the  trade  of  miller  in  his  na- 
tive town,  and  in  1847,  accompanied  liy  his  brothers, 
George  and  Isaac,  emljarked  on  board  a  sailing  ves- 
sel at  Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks 
duration  landed  at  the  city  of  Xew  York,  wdience 
he  came  direct  to  Glastonbury,  Conn.  He  found 
employment  in  a  gristmill,  wdiere  the  Xaubuc  Paper 
Co.'s  mills  now  stand,  and  in  wdiich  he  continued 
about  one  year,  when  the  Hartford  steam  mill  was 
put  in  operation  by  his  brothers,  George  and  Isaac, 
whom  he  at  once  joined,  and  remained  with  them 
three  years.  ^Ir.  Cox  then  went  to  Bloomfield, 
where,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Gillctt.  he  operated 
a  gristmill  a  few  years,  and  then  bouglit  the  Gaines 


oil  mill.'  which  he  conducted  until,  in  1857,  he  re- 
moved to  Hartford  and  purchased  a  grocery  from 
a  Mr.  Steele,  on  Albany  avenue.    This  business 
c>ccupied  his  attention  three  x  ears.  when  he  returned 
to  r>loomiield  and  rented  the  mill  he  had  formerly 
■  operated,  and  of  this  he  held  possession  until  1865, 
I  v.hen  he  removed  to  East  Windsor  tlill  and  pur- 
j  chased  the  Drv  Brook  mill,  operating  same  with 
success  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1889. 

By  his  marriage  to  Amy  Young,  a  native  of 
Hartfonl,  [Mr.  Cox  had  three  children,  as  men- 
tioned above.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Louisa 
'  Mart': p.-.on,  a'so  a  -native  of  Hartford,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  seven  children,  in  the  following 
order:  Louisa,  who  is  married  to  Horace  Granger, 
I  and  is  living"  in  East  Hartford;  Edward,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Fowler,  and  is  also  residing  in  East 
Hartford  ;  George,  v>  ho  married  !Marie  Allen,  and 
lives  in  \'ernon  ;  Isaac,  married  to  Jennie  Brewer, 
and  making  his  home  in  Hockanum ;  Frank,  wdio 
married  Carrie  ^\'illiams,  and  lives  in  Xaubuc; 
James,  who  is  also  married,  and  is  living  in  Hart- 
ford ;  and  Floward,  who  married  Bertha  Arnurius, 
since  deceased,  and  is  a  resident  of  East  Hartford. 

William  J.  Cox,  whose  name  opens  this  article, 
and  now  a  prominent  business  man  of  East  Hart- 
ford, was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  various 
districts  in  which  his  father's  business  interests  re- 
quired him  to  reside  from  time  to  time,  but  he 
was  an  apt  pupil,  and  acquired  a  sound  knowdedge 
of  everything  taught  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
youthful  days.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  left 
the  paternal  home,  and  for  three  years  was  em- 
ployed on  the  farm  of  G.  H.  Sloan,  from  wdiich 
time  on  he  became  self-sustaining,  which,  indeed, 
n;  might  be  said  he  had  been  for  some  years  pre- 
viously. He  next  went  to  Scantic,  where  for  one 
year  he  was  employed  in  Osborne's  mill,  and  then 
went  to  Broad  Brook,  wdiere  for  several  years  he 
worked  for  S.  G.  Parsons ;  then  went  to  Farming- 
ton,  and  shortly  afterward  came  to  Hockanum  and 
purchased  his  present  business  concern  from  George 
L.  Wdieeler ;  in  this  he  has  since,  by  honest  deal- 
ing and  affable  treatment  of  his  patrons,  met  the 
same  success  wdiich  had  crowned  all  his  previous 
undertakings. 

Mr.  Cox  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  3,  1877, 
with  ^liss  Flelen  Parsons,  daughter  of  Solomon  G. 
and  Rhoda  (Bissell)  Parsons,  natives  of  East  Wind- 
sor, and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  son,  How- 
ard Orren,  wdiose  birth  took  place  ]May  20,  1879, 
and  who  is  now  assisting  his  father  in  the  grain 
business. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cox  is  a  Republican,  but  has 
never  sought  office,  neither  has  he  ever  joined  any 
secret  society.    He  and  his  wife  and  son  attend  the 
I  Fourth  Congregational  Church  at  Hartford,  and 
j  all  do  their  fidl  share  in  contributing  to  its  sup- 
I  port.    They  lead  truly  Christian  lives,  not  at  all 
I  ostentatious   in   their   outward    manifestations  of 
piety,  but  quietly  conducting  themselves  in  such  a 
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inaiiTicr  that  the  sincerity  of  tlicir  convictions  is 
fnlly  evident  to  all  with  whom  tlicy  come  in  con- 
tact. 

Mr.  Cox,  alt]unv;h  qnict  and  retiring-  in  man- 
ner, is  a  shrewd,  keen  business  man.  IJc  worked 
liard  in  his  earlier  years,  and,  being-  temperate  in  all 
thing's,  was  able  to  put  by  a  good  share  of  his  earn- 
ings, which  he  invested  sagaciously  and  judiciously. 
Jiis  present  grain  business  he  has  greatly  increased 
since  he  first  purchased  it.  In  iSoS  he  built  a  store 
and  warehouse  on  Main  street,  opposite  tb.e  depot 
in  East  Hartford,  where  he  does  a  wholesale  and 
retail  feed  business  in  ci, >:!iu  ctii  'i  with  his  mill  at 
Hockanum,  and  his  urbanity  and  strict  integrity 
'have  established  for  him  an  enviable  reputation  in 
business  circles.  He  owns  a  very  neat  and  pretty 
dwelling,  which  is  the  abode  of  complete  domestic 
felicity,  as  well  as  of  a  genuine  hospitality. 

EDWARD  COXE  TALL^IADGE,  one  of  the 
ntost  popular  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  East 
Granby,  has  been  and  is  distinctively  a  man  of 
affairs,  and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide  influence. 
A  strong  mentality,  an  invincible  courage,  a  most 
determined  individuality  have  so  entered  into  his 
make-up  as  to  render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men 
and  a  director  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  was  born  in  Springfield,  IMass., 
Dec.  27,  1830,  and  belongs  to  a  family  of  English 
origin  which  was  founded  in  Xew  England  at  an 
■early  day.  His  grandfather,  Daniel  Tallmadge,  was 
a  native  of  New  Haven  county,  Comi.,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  near  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  where 
lie  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  participated  in  many 
"battles.  He  was  one  of  tlie  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  his  community,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1832, 
and  was  buried  at  X'ew  Haven.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  several  children. 

Marcus  ]M.  Tallmadge,  our  subject's  father,  w^as 
torn  in  1798.  near  New  Haven,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  and  where  he  also  learned  the 
gunsmith's  trade  with  Eli  Whitney,  working  at  the 
same  for  several  years  in  both  New-  Haven  and  ]\Iid- 
dletown,  Conn.  Removing  to  Springfield,  ]\Iass., 
he  was  employed  in  the  Springfield  Armory  until 
1840,  and  for  the  following  five  years  conducted  a 
hotel  in  West  Springfield,  and  also  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1845  he  returned  to  Spring- 
field, where  he  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising for  seven  years,  and  in  1852  came  to 
Granby,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  carried  on 
a  hotel  and  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years ; 
he  spent  his  last  days  in  retirement  from  active  labor 
in  East  Granby,  near  Tariffville,  where  he  died 
Nov.  22,  1879,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Spring- 
field, ]\Iass.  He  was  a  self-educated  man,  and  well 
posted  on  current  topics  and  events.  Politically 
he  was  an  ardent  Deinocrat,  but  no  office  seeker, 
and  religiously  was  an  active  and  promineiit  mem- 


[  ber  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as 
vestryman  and  warden.  Jn  1S24,  he  married  Miss 
Abigail  Andrews,  who  died  Oct.  i,  1875,  in  East 
Granby,  Conn,  her  remains  being  interred  at  Spring- 
field, Mass.    To  this  worthy  couple  were  lun-n  the 

I  following  children:    Elizabeth  died  ynung.  Jnlia 

I  married  George  Church,  and  both  are  now  deceased. 
Edward  C.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Andrew 
Jackson  and  Rachel  Jackson  were  twins,  the  former 
died  in  ^lay,  1844;  the  latter  v/as  a  school  teacher  for 
many  years,  and  luade  her  liome  with  otu"  sul)ject. 
Thomas  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  9th 
Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Col  Caliill,  and  died  in  Xew  Or- 
leans m  November,  iSu2.  Henry  H.  is  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. :  he  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war 
in  a  Connecticut  battery.  [Marcus  Morton  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years ;  and  Lew  is  Cass  is  a  resident 
of  Chicago,  111.  He  also  was  in  the  war  under  Gen. 
Banks.  As  the  twins  of  the  family  were  named 
for  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  wife,  that  President 
sent  to  the  father  a  picture  of  Inmself  and  wife, 
painted  on  ivory  and  mounted  in  gold.  This  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  our  subject  and  his  sister 
Rachel,  by  whom  it  is  highly  prized. 

Edward  C.  Tallmadge  attended  ^he  public 
schools  of  \A'est  Springfield,  2\lass.,  and  also  the 
academy  at  Westfield,  that  State,  then  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  !M.  Beebe.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  commenced  clerking  in  a  store  in  Spring-field, 
receiving  S40  (first  year)  per  year,  and  his  board, 
and  remaining  there  until  1852,  when  he  came  to 
Granby,  Conn.,  with  his  parents.  At  the  age  af 
twenty-four  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Granby, 
and  after  filling  the  position  two  years  connected 
himself  with  the  V.  B.  Palmer  Advertising  Agency, 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston,  continuing 
tluis  until  Feb.   i,  1S58.    He  was  then  given  a 

I  position  in  the  Treasury  Depart:nent  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  under  Howell  Cobb,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, James  Buchanan,  President,  and  remainel  until 
June,  1869,  during  the  administrations  of  Buchanan, 
Lincoln,  Johnson  and  Grant,  receiving  first  $1,200 
j:ier  year,  and,  later,  $1,600.  While  residing  in  that 
city  he  became  interested  in  the  real-estate  and  in- 
surance business  with  his  brother,  being  a  member 
ct  the  firm  of  Tallmadge  Bros.,  and  continued  this 
connection  until  1878,  when  he  returned  to  East 
Granby,  Connecticut. 

'Mr.  Tallmadge  has  since  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  in  1880  most 
ably  and  acceptably  represented  East  Granby  in  the 
State  Legislature ;  by  a  Republican  speaker  he  was 
appointed  teller  of  the  House,  and  also  served  on 
several  important  committees.  He  was  elected  by 
the  people  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
he  filled  for  fourteen  years,  and  his  rulings  were 
always  fair  and  impartial.  He  has  also  been  a 
jtiryman  for  twenty  years  from  East  Granby,  in 
the  courts  of  Hartford,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
relief,  grand  juror,  constable  and  assessor.  His 
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ofticial  (Imios  liavc  always  Ik'oii  must  promptiv  and 
cfiioicnlly  discliarLiwl,  winning-  the  coinnicndation 
of  o\on  liis  political  enemies.  Jle  is  nnwavering  in 
his  suiii)ort  of  the  Democracy,  and  is  a  ree>ii;iuzed 
leader  in  the  iank>  of  his  party  in  East  (.iraiibv.  He 
IS  now  living  retired  near  TaritYville.  hut  still  takes 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  keeps  well- 
informed  on  the  issues  and  (juestions  of  the  day. 

SELDEX  PHILO  SI'.Ak.s.  who  passed  away 
Jan.  lO.  1900.  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  West  Mart- 
ford,  and  one  of  the  men  wlio  make  old  age  seem 
the  better  portion  of  life. 

Mr.  Sears  was  born  m  the  town  of  Lhatham, 
IMiddlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  July  21,  1813,  and  traced  his 
ancestry  back  to  Richard  Sears,  wliose  birthplace 
is  unknown,  and  who  came  to  this  countrv  prior  to 
1632.  He  died  in  Yarmouth,  Plymouth  Colonv,  in 
1676. 

(H)  Capt.  Paul  Sears,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born  Feb.  20,  1637,  and  died  in  Yarmonth.  Alass., 
Feb.  20,  1707.  He  took  tlie  oath  of  fidelity  in  1657, 
and  held  a  captain's  commission  in  the  militia.  In 
1658  he  married  Deborah  W'illard.  who  died  ^lay 
13,  1 72 1,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children. 

(HI)  Paul  Sears,  a  son  of  the  Captain,  was  born 
in  Yarmouth  June  15.  16CS9,  and  died  Feb.  14.  1739. 
In  1693  he  was  married,  in  Harwich,  to  ]\Iercy 
Freeman,  who  was  born  C)ct.  30,  1674,  and  died 
Aug.  30,  1747  ;  her  mother  Vv'as  a  granddaughter  of 
Elder  ^Villiam  Brewster.  In  their  family  were 
twelve  children. 

Joshua  Sears,  born  in  Yarmouth,  [Mass., 
Nov.  20,  1708,  died  in  ^liddletown.  Conn.,  Sept. 
27,  1/53-  I"  Eastham,  [Mass..  Feb.  10,  173 1,  he 
married  Rebecca  Alayo.  w  ho  was  born  Oct.  10,  17 13, 
and  they  had  twelve  children. 

(\ ')  Capt.  Elkanah  Sears,  born  in  Harwich, 
Mass.,  April  12,  1734,  died  in  East  Hampton,  Conn., 
Nov.  24,  1816.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1746,  and  after  his  marriage 
lived  on  a  farm  west  of  Pocotopaug  Lake.  After 
the  Revolutionarv  war  bnjke  out  he  equipped  a 
privateer,  which  he  commanded,  ana  v/hich  was 
captured  by  the  British,  but  he  escaped  from  cap- 
tivity at  night  by  eluding  the  sleepy  guards.  In 
1780  he  was  a  member  of  a  committee  to  provide 
necessities  for  the  army.  After  the  war  he  engaged 
in  mechanical  and  agricultural  pursuits.  In  [Middle- 
town  he  was  married,  Jan.  6.  1757,  lO  Ruth  W'h.ite, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  White,  of  that  place,  and  to 
them  were  born  six  children. 

(Vl).Willard  Sears,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  the  next  in  direct  descent,  was  born  Sept.  8, 
1760,  and  died  Aug.  23.  183S.  He  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Chatham,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  the 
cooper's  trade,  and  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war;  and  fiftv  years  after  the  close  of  that 
struggle  he  drew  a  pension  of  about  twenty-three 
dollars  and  sixty  cents  per  annum.  On  Nov.  23, 
1785,  he  married  Rhoda  Bailey,  who  was  born  in 


i  [March.  ]y(>(\  and  died  Feb.  17,  1794.  To  that 
j  union  lliree  children  were  luirn.  \\  illard  Sears  was 
j  again  married,  Mav  jj.  his  second  imiou  be- 

1  ing  witli  [Mrs.  Bet.-ev   1^ Clark)   Strong-,  who  died 
Jan.  9,  1S31.    To  them  were  born  seven  children, 
I  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest.    Elijah  C, 
I  another  son,  was  born  June  23,  1805,  and  is  still 
living,  making  his  home  in  South  Dakota. 

(\TI)  Sel(l<  n  P.  .Sear>  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Chatham,  and  as  S(Xin  as  old  enough  began  to 
assist  in  the  labor  of  the  home  farm.  He  started 
out  in  business  for  himself  by  workmg  in  the  quar- 
I  ries.  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  continuing 
his  residence  in  Chatham  until  1855,  when  he  came 
to  Ehnwood.  \\'est  Hartford,  ancl  there  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  being  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  the  culture  of  strawberries.  During 
his  latter  years  he  lived  retired.  Air.  Sears  was  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  [Marlboro,  Hartford  county,  Xov. 
29,  1843,  was  united  in  marriage  with  [Miss  Eve- 
line Dickinson,  who  was  born  [May  6,  1812,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children :  Prescott  A. 
and  Newman  K.  are  both  mentioned  below  ;  .\l;da 
A.,  born  June  2,  1S52,  died  Feb.  2.  1877 ;  and 
David  Edward,  born  [May  23,  1854,  died  Eel).  23, 
1S79.  [Mr.  and  [Nirs.  Sears  had  a  happy  wedded  life 
of  over  fifty-six  years.  She  is  still  living  at  this 
writing  (1900).  On  [May  22,  1899,  [Mr.  Sears  joined 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  as  an  original 
son. 

(A'lII)  Pke.scott  Arnold  Se.\r.s  was  burn  at 
Chatham  Oct.  lO,  1846,  and  was  educated  m  the 
schools  near  his  home  there  and  at  Elmwood.  In 
earlv  life  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  tlie  n.iilk 
business,  but  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  de- 
voted his  attention  principally  to  market  gardening 
in  West  Hartford,  and  due  success  has  not  been 
denied  him.  He,  too,  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  commands  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
in  either  business  or  social  life.  On  [March  12, 
1878,  he  was  married,  in  South  Eladley  Falls.  [\[as3., 
to  [Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Julia  A. 
(Barrett  )  Roberts,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children  :  Charles  Edward,  who  died  in  childhood  ; 
Sarah,  born  June  2,  1S86;  and  Clara,  born  [Mav  18, 
1S89. 

(VIII)  NicwMAX  Eli  ADA  Sear.s  was  born  in 
Chatham  Sept.  16,  184S,  and  during  his  boyhood 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  West  Elartford. 
Since  attaining  mans  estate  he  has  been  interested 
in  stock  breeding  and  the  poultry  business.  He, 
too,  holds  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church 
of  West  Hartford.  On  Oct.  21,  1884,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ?\iiss  I'dorence  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Helen  (  Xiles)  Smith,  of  ]-[ast  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.,  and  by  this  union  five  children  have 
been  burn,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
folhnvs:     Helen    Alida,    Sept.    12,    1886;  Selden 
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Philo.  Mav  lo,  1888;  Wm  Xilcs,  Julv  iS.  i8i)i  ; 
Charlotte  Stronj^.  .May  4.  180,^;  and"  Kutli  Willanl! 
July  31,  1894.  Dan  Xiks.  died  at  birlli,  but  tl-,e 
others  are  still  liviny. 

Gl-.ORGK  I-RAXKLIX  W'C^ODFORD.  a  prom- 
inent dairyman  of  Bloomficld.  senior  mcmijer  of  the 
firm  of  Woodford  Cros.,  was  born  in  the  dwelling 
whieh  is  still  his  home.  Sept.  8,  186 J.  His  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  \\oodt. nd.  was  a  native  of  the 
town  of  Avon,  Hartford  county,  and  married  in 
Bloomficld,  ^liss  Hannah  Latimer,  daughter  of 
Capt.  George  autl  ?Iannah  (Lo.Mnis)  Latimer,  the 
former  of  lUoomfield,  and  the  latter,  of  Windsor, 
Conn.  The  children  born  to  this  marriage  were 
Jerenu'ah,  Hannah,  George,  Harriet  and  Lester,  all 
now  deceased. 

Lester  Woodford,  the  youngest  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Hannah  1^ Latimer)  Woodford,  was  "born  on 
the  homestead  in  Bloomficld  Sept.  22,  1821,  in  the 
house  erected  by  his  father  in  1S20.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Old  Farm  school  where  his  mother, 
before  her  marriage,  had  been  the  first  teacher. 
In  Westminister,  \'t.,  he  married  Miss  Clarissa  A. 
■  Peck,  daughter  of  SluiViael  Peck.  :\Iiss  Peck  had 
.been  a  teacher  in  the  West  Hartford  (Conn.) 
schools,  and  was  well  qualified  for  the  profession. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  five  children :  ^lary 
Josephine ;  Harriet  E.,  who  married  R.  W.  Barrett, 
of  Hartford,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, Alar  ion  L.,  Fred  \\  .,  Edward  L.  and  Robert 
E. ;  George  L.,  deceased:  George  F. :  and  Sidney 
J.  The  father  of  this  family  continued  to  farm 
in  the  town  of  Bloomficld  until  he  died,  2\Iarch  21, 
1887;  his  wife  survived  until  Jan.  11,  1897. 

George  F.  Woodford  spent  his  school  days  in 
Bloomficld,  and  also  attended  a  business  college  at 
Hartford.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  dairying, 
selling  cream  to  the  \\'indsor  creamery  and  milk 
to  peddlers. 

To  the  marriage  of  I\Ir.  Woodford,  ]\Iarch  26, 
1890,  with  .Miss  Helen  .\.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  John 
Wilcox,  have  been  born  five  children  :  Lois  Wil- 
cox, Edna  .\imeda;  Harriet  Jennette,  Ruth  Wright, 
and  an  infant  son.  'Mr.  Woodford  is  a  member 
of  Hiram  Ladge,  X'o.  98,  F.  &  --\.  M.,  and  also  of 
the  Grange  at  Bloomficld.  .\  Republican  in  politics, 
he  in  1897  and  1898  served  as  selectman  of  the 
town,  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  four 
years,  and  is  at  present  town  collector.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

John  Wilcox,  of  Bloomficld,  Conn.,  was  born 
Aug.  24,  1825,  in  that  town  when  it  was  included 
in  the  town  of  Simsbury.  His  great-grandfather, 
Eli  Wilcox,  was  born  in  East  Granljy,  Conn.,  in  1 
1744,  and  died  in  1836,  and  Daniel  Wilcox,  his 
grandfather,  lived  for  some  time  in  East  Granby, 
-later  in  Hartland,  and  died  in  Bloomficld,  also  in 
1836.  Daniel  Wilco.N:  was  twice  married:  (first) 
to  a  Miss  Phel])s,  of  Granby,  and  (second)  to 
Mehitable  Webster;  he  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 


and  made  guns  during  the  Ivcvolutionary  war. 
Eli  Wilcox,  son  of  Daniel,  and  father  of  John  W  il- 
cox.  marrietl  in  January,  i8cx).  Miss  Lois  Eno, 
ilaugluer  of  Sergt.  Ri  uben  luio  (who  served  in 
the  RcvoUui( niar\'  war),  and  to  this  unicin  wore  Ixirn 
nine  children:  Jane  C  Homer,  Emily,  (lad  and 
.Amanda,  all  deceased;  and  .\shcr,  Jeannetle,  Cyrus 
and  John.  In  jicditics  the  father  was  a  Democrat. 
Fie  died  in  Bloomficld  Sept.  20.  i8()2.  aged  eiglitv- 
six  years;  his  wife,  Lois  Eno  Wilcox,  died  Sept. 
8,  1875,  ^ig'cM  ninety-one. 

Homer  Wilco.x  married  Catherine  ]lubbard;  he 
died  Jan.  12,  1853,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  chil- 
dren who  moved  to  Wisconsin.  Gad  Wilcox  mar- 
ried !Mrs.  Fletta  Lay  Stannard,  of  \\'estbrook.  Conn. ; 
he  died  in  iNIay,  1895,  leaving  one  child,  Ida  Jen- 
nette. 

Jolm  Wilcox  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  school  of  the  Dun- 
caster  District,  also  at  the  select  school  in  Granby. 
He  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  engaged  in  farming,  in  asso- 
ciation with  his  brother  .\sher.  On  March  22,  1857, 
he  married  Miss  Susan  M.  Wright,  daughter  of 
Orimel  B.  Wright,  of  \\'estbrook.  Conn.,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  four  children:  Flelen 
.v.,  wife  of  George  F.  Woodford  ;  Benjamin  Wright; 
John  Asher,  who  married  [Nliss  Ellen  ]\Iorton,  at 
Redlands,  Cal.,  Oct.  31,  1894;  and  Emily  J. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  for  thirty 
years  has  held  a  town  ofuce,  and  in  1S64  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  .\t  present  he 
is  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  prosperity.  Mr.  Wil- 
co.x has  been  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  X'o. 
98,  F.  &  .\.  M..  at  Bloomficld,  since  1866,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  respected  residents  of  Bloomficld. 

WTLLL\^I  HUTTOX,  of  the  firm  of  Hutton 
Brothers,  prominent  merchant  tailors,  clothiers  and 
dealers  in  gents'  furnishing  goods,  Southington, 
was  born  in  .A.uchterarder,  Perthshire,  Scotland, 
Oct.  3,  1852,  a  son  of  James  and  .\nn  (]^IcCowan) 
Hutton.  The  father,  a  joiner  by  trade,  came  to 
xAmerica  in  1SS2,  and  located  in  Southington,  Conn., 
on  what  is  knov.m  as  the  Spring  Lake  property, 
where  he  died  in  the  fall  of  1893.  His  childreii 
were  Peter,  John,  \\'iliiam,  James,  Duncan  and 
David.  "  . 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  re- 
ceived a  fair  common-school  education,  and  served 
a  four-years'  apprenticeship  at  the  tailor's  trade  in 
.Vuchterarder  and  Perth.  In  1872  he  enu'grated  to 
America,  and  located  in  Flartford,  Conn.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of  1873, 
when  he  came  to  Southington,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  embarkerl  in  business  for  himself,  in 
which  he  has  since  continued,  taking  his  brother 
Peter  as  a  j)artner  in  1879.  Since  then  the  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
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lluttoii  Urotliors.    Thoy  carry  a  liiyli  class  ot- goods, 
and  have  built  uj)  an  excellent  trade. 

On  Aug.  IJ,  1875,  .Mr.  llutton  was  uniie<l  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Isabella  M.  Cowans,  a  daugh- 
ter of  W  illiam  and  Isal)ella  ^  Moncrielt)  Cowans, 
of  IVrth,  Scotland,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  them:    lEsthel  Irene,  born  April  k),  1882, 
died  Jan.  15,  i8u6;  Ruby  l>abella  was  born  Nov. 
25,  1S80.    Air.  Mutton  is  an  active  nienib.T  of  the 
First  Liaplist  Church  of  Southington.  of  which  he 
is  a  trustee,  and  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.    He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  3.1asonic  ; 
Fratennty.  belnngin.v  t(^  t-'rieiidshin  Lod<^e,  Xo.  ii.  ' 
F.  &  A.  M.;  Trume  Chapter,  Xo.  40,  R.  A.  M.;  j 
and  St.  Elmo  Comniandery,  Xo.  9,  K.  T.,of  Meriden ; 
and  is  also  a  member  of  luu-eka  Lodge.  Xo.  75, 
I.  U.  O.  v.    His  political  support  is  always  given 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 
]\lr.  Hutton  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Oak  liill 
Cemetery  Association,  a  member  of  the  school  board  , 
and  served  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
burgesses  of  Southington. 

Fetek  Huttox,  of  the  firm  of  Hutton  Brothers, 
was  also  born  in  Auchterarder,  Perthshire,  Scotland,  ■ 
Dec.  31,   1847.    IjOth  his  paternal  and  maternal  ' 
•  grandfathers  were  named  Peter.    In  his  native  town  , 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1S70  crossed  the  broad  ; 
Atlantic,  first  locating  in  Colchester,  Delaware  Co.,  ! 
X.  Y.,  where  he  spent  five  years.    In  January,  1876,  ' 
he  came  to  Southington,  and  was  employed  in  the 
clothing  store  of  his  brother  William  until  1879, 
when  he  was  taken  into  the  business  as  a  partner. 
He  was  married,  Sept.  19.  1879,  to  !Miss  Christiana 
Lindsay,  datighter  of  Ihomas  Lindsay,  of  Dela- 
ware county,  X.  Y.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  : 
five  children :    Lindsay,  Bessie,  Hazel,  Leslie  and 
Douglass.    Peter  Llutton  is  also  a  prominent  mem-  \ 
Tber  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Southington,  of  I 
which  he  is  now  a  deacon  and  trustee,  and  in  poli-  \ 
tics  is  a  Republican. 

JAMES  PAL}kIER  has  had  a  career  since  com- 
ing to  Arrierica  which  has  been,  in  many  respects,  I 
exceptional.    An  Irish  immigrant,  without  either 
money  or  mechanical  training,  and  working  as  an  ; 
unskilled  laborer  for  small  wages,  he  has  made  for 
himself  a  competence  by  the  mere  force  of  his  own  ' 
industry  and  thrift,  aided  by  sagacious  foresight. 

Air.  Palmer  was  born  in  1827,  in  County  Down,  1 
in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  and  was  raised  upon 
a  farm.    He  is  one  of  six  children  born  to  Thomas 
Palmer  and  Ann  Alilligan,  and  worked  as  a  farm 
laborer  in  the  "old  country"  until  he  had  reached  ' 
his  twenty-first  year.    In  185 1  he  embarked  at  Eel- 
fast,  in  a  sailing-vessel  for  X'ew  York.    The  voy-  | 
age  proved  long  and  tempestuous.    When  about  ' 
three  weeks  out  of  port  the  craft  encounterefl  violent  ' 
storms,  which  carried  away  her  mainmast  and  did  . 
other  serious  damage,  in  consequence  of  which  it  1 
was  forty-five  days  before  she  reached  her  destina- 
tion.   From  Xew  York  Mr.  Palmer  came  to  Man-  ' 


Chester,  Conn.,  and  for  a  year  we>rked  upon  a 
farm,  at  the  scanty  renunteration  of  fifty  cents  per 
d;iy.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  found  em- 
l^loymeiU  as  driver  with  David  D.  Hubbard,  of 
Cihistonl)ury.  The  original  agTcement  provided 
fur  a  term  of  fourteen  days  only,  but  some  idea 
may  l>e  formed  of  the  mutual  satisfaction  between 
the  contracting  jiarties  when  it  is  told  that  their 
connection  extended  over  t\venty-onc  years.  Early 
in  the  'seventies  Air.  Palmer  returned  to  Alanchester, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  Through  hard 
work,  sobriety  and  economy,  and  by  dint  of  sav- 
ing", j'liperl  t',^  iu.diciotts  in\-e'^tment,  he  is  at  j^trc^ent 
the  owner  of  three  houses  there,  besides  his  own 
handsome  home.  He  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Aliss  Lizzie  AlcOubery,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  three  children:  Lucy  ]., 
James  T.,  and  Alary  A.  His  second  union  was 
with  Aliss  Annie  Alottett.  There  is  no  issue  of  the 
latter  marriage.  Air.  Palmer  is  an  active  and 
e:,rnest  member  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church. 

CHARLES  LYAIAX  JEXCKS,  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Jencks  Brothers,  lumber  dealers  of  East 
Hartford  Aleadow  and  Alanchester,  is  probably  as 
fair  an  example  of  the  practical  and  successful  busi- 
ness man  as  can  be  found  in  East  Hartford  Aleadow, 
or,  indeed,  elsewhere.  In  his  case,  good  sotnid 
sense,  combined  with  unerring  judgment,  has  pro- 
dticed  effects  that  no  collegiate  education  could  have 
brotight  abotit,  as  essential  as  the  latter  is  deemed 
to  be  for  the  attainment  of  success  in  any  of  the 
multifarious  vocations  in  life ;  yet  the  edttcation  of 
Air.  Jencks  was  not  altogether  ineager. 

Charles  L.  Jencks  was  born  in  Agawam,  Alass., 
Aug.  18,  1864,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  CaroHne  (Ris- 
ley )  Jencks,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Lyman  Risley, 
a  biography  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.  He 
was  a  child  when  brought  to  East  Hartford  Aleadow 
by  his  parents,  attended  the  local  schools,  and  then 
the  Brown  school  in  Hartford,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1879.  then  became  a 
bookkeeper  for  S.  Alarston  &  Co.,  lumber  dealers 
of  East  Hartford  Aleadow,  whose  business  at  the 
death  of  Air.  Alarston  was  contintied  by  Lyman 
Risley,  the  surviving  partner,  and  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Air.  Jencks.  Lender  the  new  owner- 
ship Air.  Jencks  becam.e  salesman,  buyer  and  gen- 
eral manager.  He  had  applied  himself  diligently 
from  the  beginning  of  his  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness, had  mastered  its  every  detail,  and  was  quite 
well  fitted  for  his  new  responsibilities.  On  .April  2, 
1888,  Air.  Jencks  and  his  brother,  John  L.,  became 
partners  with  their  grandfather,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lyman  Risley  &  Co.,  and  this  was  the 
style  until  Jan.  i,  1894,  when  it  was  changed  to 
Jencks  Brothers. 

The  firm  of  Jencks  Brothers  is  one  of  the  ])ush- 
ing,  energetic,  hustling  business  concerns  of  the 
town.    They  have  introduced  manv  new  up-to-date 
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features  and  niotluHls  in  its  conduct,  and  although 
it  is  the  oldest  in  its  hne  in  the  town  it  is  always 
ahead  in  its  processes.  Uoth  of  the  brothers  are 
keen  and  farsighted,  keep  well  abreast  of  the  wants 
of  the  trade,  and  more  frequently  in  advance  of 
them,  always  being  prepared  to  meet  any  possible 
demand,  and  generally  anticipating  it.  They  not 
only  supply  the  demands  of  the  local  trade,  but 
draw  from  every  direction,  and  their  stock  con- 
stantly on  hand  is  so  complete  that  it  surpasses  that 
of  many  of  the  large  yards  of  larger  cities.  They 
are  antong  the  most  prosperous  business  men  of 
the  town,  and  deserve  to  be,  as  none  give  closer  at- 
tention to  the  details,  or  are  more  prompt  in  tilling 
orders. 

As  their  business  increased  the  Jcncks  Brothers 
found  it  necessary  to  increase  tlieir  facilities  for 
meeting  its  demands,  and  in  1S99  established  a 
branch  yard  at  }^lanchester,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
pressure  at  the  home  office,  and  the  combined  busi- 
ness of  the  two  yards  exceeds  that  of  any  one 
firm  in  the  same  line  in  Hartford  county. 
They  have  also  recently  purchased  some  manu- 
facturing land,  and  added  to  their  business  that  of 
manufacturing  lumber.  The  brothers  are  yet  in  the 
early  prime  of  manhood,  and  their  excellent  busi- 
ness judgment  furnishes  abundant  evidence  of  this 
fact.  In  addition  to  their  lumber  business  the 
brothers'  investments  in  real  estate  have  been  ex- 
tensive. They  have  erected  houses  on  their  prop- 
erty, which  in  some  instances  they  have  sold,  and  in 
others  still  hold,  but  altogether  they  have  done  much 
to  build  up  and  increase  the  prosperity  of  the 
village. 

Charles  L.  Jencks  first  married  Carrie  G.  Ris- 
ley,  who  bore  him  four  children :  Harold  E.,  Her- 
bert L.,  Miriam  E.  and  Lillian  A.  Later  he  married 
Mamie  D.  r^Iikklesen,  who  has  borne  him  one  child 
— Dorothy  E.  In  politics  ^Ir.  JencKs  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  beyond  regularly  casting  his  vote  for  his 
party's  candidates  he  takes  no  further  interest  in 
politics  than  keep  posted  in  his  country's  progress. 

Charles  L.  Jencks  has  for  years  been  an  admirer 
of  fine  horses,  a  trait  probably  inherited  from  his 
grandfather  Risley,  by  whom  he  was  practically 
reared.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Gentlemen's  Driv- 
ing Chib  of  Hartford,  and  as  a  means  of  recreation 
and  of  gratifying  his  admiration  and  tastes  has 
devoted  considerable  of  his  spare  time  to  the  breed- 
ing and  raising  of  the  noble  animal,  and  has  had 
some  of  the  best  and  speediest  ever  owned  in  the 
town.  His  well-equipped  stable  has  a  string  of 
animals  that  would  delight  the  eye  of  any  horse- 
man, and  among  the  speedv  ones  are  "Bowgun," 
2:141^,  "Mockingbird,"  2:1514,  and  "Handy  Girl" 
— the  latter  probably  the  most  renowned  mare  in 
Hartford  county.  Mr.  Jencks  is  an  expert  driver, 
and  at  matinees  at  the  Gentlemen's  Driving  Club 
has  been  adjudged  to  be  the  best  amateur  whip  in 
East  Hartford. 

As  citizens  the  Jencks  Brothers  are  useful  and 


patriotic,  and  are  ever  ready  to  aid  with  their  means 
and  intiuence  any  project  designed  for  the  public 
good.  As  business  men  their  name  stands  untar- 
nished. 

LUTHER  R.  ^L\TTHE^VS,  a  trusted  employe 
of  Clark  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Southington,  was  bc>rn  in 
that  town,  Oct.  3,  1S33,  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Huldah 
(Hitchcock)  }iLitthews,  both  representatives  of  old 
and  highly-respected  Connecticut  families. 

Amasa  Matthews,  the  paternal  grandfather,  a 
joiner  by  trade,  married  Lucy  Thorp,  of  Southing- 
ton,  and  died  July  15,  1S44,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
He  was  a  son  of  2^Ioses  ^Matthews,  who  was  bap- 
tized Aug.  14,  1757,  and  married  Amy  Mallory,  of 
East  Haven,  who  died  Dec.  17,  1833,  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  while  he  died  }^Larch  8,  1834.  His  par- 
ents were  Closes  and  Huldah  Matthews,  of  South- 
ington, where  the  former  died  Oct.  23,  1S06.  the  lat- 
ter [March  3,  1790.  Moses  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Abiah  (Parker)  ^Matthews,  of  ^^'allingford, 
Conn.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  Southing- 
ton,  in  1S03,  and  died  July  8,  i860,  while  the  mother 
was  born  ]^Iarch  26,  1800,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1875. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children:  Luanna.  wife 
of  Julius  Talmadge ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Moses  Chan- 
dler; John  H. ;  Luther  R. ;  Franklin  L. ;  3.1ary  J., 
wife  of  Norman  Winchell;  and  Fanny,  wife  of 
Luther  J.  Smith. 

Caleb  Flitchcock,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  held  the  military  rank  of  captain, 
was  born  ^lay  17,  1760,  and  died  [March  10,  1828. 
On  April  10,  1S09,  he  married  Julia  Thorp,  who 
died  [May  2,  185 1,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Tamar  Hitchcock,  the 
former  born  April  i,  1730,  and  died  in  Southington, 
[May  8,  1798;  the  latter  died  Dec.  7,  1816,  aged 
!  eighty  years.  Samuel  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Hitchcock,  who  was  born  [March  25,  1696,  and  was 
married  Oct.  i,  1718,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Esther  (Benedict)  Ives.  He  also  held 
the  military  rank  of  captain,  and  made  his  home  in 
Cheshire,  where  he  died  Feb.  12,  1767,  his  wife, 
Aug.  8,  1762,  aged  sixty-two  vears.  His  father, 
John  Hitchcock,  was  married,  Jan.  18,  1670,  to  Abi- 
gail [Merriman,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  [Merriman, 
of  Xew  Hampshire.  About  1676  John  Hitchcock 
removed  from  Xew  Haven  to  '\\'allingford.  where 
he  died  July  6,  17 16.  He  was  a  son  of  [Matthias 
Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  1610,  and  in  1C35  sailed 
on  the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen"  for  Boswn.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Xew  Haven,  and  one 
of  the  proprietors  who  signed  the  civil  compact 
June  4.  1639.  He  died  in  November,  1C69,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years. 

Luth.er  R.  [Matthews,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  reared  in  Southington.  and  received  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  entered  the  bolt  factory  of  liristol  &  Morse, 
and  was  with  them  and  other  bolt  manufacturers 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
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oflcrol  hi>  services  to  his  countrv,  enlisting  Sept. 
17,  iv^Oi.  lie  became  a  juivate  in  Coinpanv  1\, 
8th  Conn.  \'.  1.,  in  i8'>j  was  made  a  corporal,  and 
the  lollowmg  year,  while  in  front  of  i'elerbbiu-g-. 
was  promoted  lo  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  jiarii- 
cipated  in  nearly  all  the  engagements  in  which  his 
regiment  took  jvirt.  and  at  the  battle  of  Antietani, 
Sept.  17,  180J.  was  wonnded  and  talccn  prisoner,  but 
was  re-captured  a  week  later  and  again  joined  his 
regiment,  lie  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  Sept.  17,  1804,  and  returned  home.  Sitice 
then  he  has  been  employed  in  the  forging  depart- 
ment of  the  bolt  works  of  Clark  Bros.  &  Co.,  at 
jNIilldale,  Southington. 

In  July,  1S57,  -Mr.  Matthews  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  \'an  Horn,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Caroline  (Consolloy)  \'an  Horn,  of 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  Louie  W. ;  Cora  L.,  wife  of  Waldo 
Stillman ;  and  Eldora  L.  ]Mr.  Alatthews  is  an 
honored  member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  75,  I.  C).  O. 
F.;  Union  Lodge,  Xo.  17,  Daughters  of  Rebekah  ; 
William  Berry  Lodge,  Xo.  25,  K.  P.;  and  Trumbull 
Post,  Xo.  16,  G.  A.  R.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  as  true 
to  his  duties  of  citizenship  in  days  of  peace  as  in 
times  of  war,  when  he  followed  the  old  flag  to  vic- 
tory on  many  a  Southern  battlefield. 

LEA'I  CASE.  A  long  and  useful  life  has  won 
for'  this  well  known  resident  of  Canton  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  has  re- 
flected credit  upon  a  family  name  which  has  been 
associated  for  generations  with  the  best  interests 
of  this  section.  ^Nlr.  Case  is  a  descendant  of  John 
Case,  a  pioneer  of  Simsbury,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  the  line  be- 
ing traced  through  seven  generations. 

(II)  Joseph  Case,  son  of  John,  the  pioneer, 
was  born  in  Simsbury  April  6,  1674,  and  died  Aug. 
II,  1748.  On  April  6,  1699,  he  married  Anna 
Eno,  a  daughter  of  James  Eno,  of  Windsor,  who 
was  born  April  10,  1682,  and  died  June  10,  1760. 
They  had  the  following  children :  Joseph,  born 
Feb.  2,  1700;  Jacob,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent; 
a  son,  born  in  1705,  died  Aug.  19,  1705  ;  Benajah, 
born  in  1710,  died  after  174S;  Josiah,  born  Feb. 
I,  1716;  Hezekiah,  born  April  26,  1719,  died  be- 
fore 1748;  David,  born  in  1722,  died  after  1748; 
Joel,  l)orn  May  30,  1724. 

(III)  Jacob  Case,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  IMarch  19,  1702.  in  ^vleadow  Plain, 
Simsbury,  and  in  1730  located  at  Case's  Farms, 
Simsbury,  where  he  became  an  extensive  land  owner, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  there 
July  23,  1763.  On  Oct.  28,  1728,  he  married  Abi- 
gail Barber,  who  was  born  in  1706,  and  died  Jan. 
8,  1779.  They  had  the  following  children:  Abi- 
gail, born  Jan.  12,  1730,  married  Daniel  Hoskins, 
and  died  June  20,  1806;  Sarah,  born  June  5,  1733, 
married  Elijah  Tuller,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1798; 


Jacob  was  born  June  19,  1735:  Jesse  was  born 
-\iay  19,  1738;  Anna,  born  April  9,  1740,  married 
LV'acon  Solomon  Case,  aiicl  tlied  April  6,  1817; 
Martha,  born  May  21,  1743,  died  Dec.  30,  1748; 
-Moses  was  born  >eiit.  18,  1746;  and  r\lartha,  born 
Ai)ril  12,  1749,  died  April  5,  1834. 

)  Jesse  Case,  born  May  19,  1738,  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  West  Simsbury. near  '"Case  s  Farms," 
and  liis  death  occurred  there  Oct.  3,  1807.  He 
was  married,  Xov.  20,  1700,  to  Sarah  Humphrey, 
who  was  born  in  1743,  tlaughter  of  Capt.  Xoah 
Flumphrey,  and  died  March  13,  1818.  idiey  had 
ten  ch.ildren:  Jesse,  born  July  20,  1767,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  4,  1768,  married 
Samuel  Leet;  Augustus,  born  May  31,  1770,  mar- 
ried Flannah  Hoskins,  and  died  March  17,  185^^: 
Asenath,  born  June  30,  1772,  died  in  177'-*!  Abigail, 
born  Oct.  13,  1774,  died  Aug.  5,  1825;  Gideon, 
born  Feb.  26,  1779,  married  Persis  Seward,  and  died 
Alay  II,  1822;  Hannah,  born  Sept.  19,  1781,  mar- 
ried Edmund  O.   Sullivan ;  Charlotte,  born  Jan. 

24,  1785,  married  Allen  Barber;  Salome,  born  in 
November,  1786.  died  Jan.  10,  1788. 

(\')  Jesse  Case,  sou  of  Jesse,  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  West  Simsbur}-  July 

20,  1767,  and  died  Feb.  11,  1842.  Like  his  ances- 
tors he  followed  farming-  as  an  occupation,  and  he 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Canton.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Canton 
Center  for  many  years,  and  politically  was  a  stanch 

j  ^^'hig.  His  education  was  good  for  his  time,  and 
j  in  his  early  manhood  he  taught  school,  while  he 
always  showed  keen  interest  in  educational  affairs 
in  his  community,  serving  as  school  visitor.  Un 
Oct.  3,  1 79 1,  he  married  Sarah  Cornish,  who  was 
i  born  April  20,  1773,  and  died  June  6,  181 5.  On 
Jan.  II,  1816,  he  married  Lydia  Church,  who  was 
born  in  Hartland,  June  22,  1778,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Aaron  Church,  and  died  Aug.  28,  1862.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  the  following  children  :  Jesse 
O.,  born  Oct.  29.  1792,  married  Chloe  Gleason ; 
Justin,  born  Jan.  4,  1795,  died  June  22,  1802;  Ever- 
est, l>orn  Dec.  19,  1796,  is  mentioned  below;  Sarah 
born  Oct.  31,  1798,  married  Ezekiel  H.  Wilcox; 
Xewton,  born  June  7,  1801,  died  April  12,  1807; 
Elmira  was  born  April  15,  1803;  Justin  (2),  born 
^larch  II,  1805,  married  Rachel  H.  Talcott,  and  died 
Oct.  I,  1841  ;  Xewton  (;2),  born  March  12,  1807, 
married  Lemira  B.  Flurlburt :  Rowena,  born  Xov. 
27,  1809,  died  Jan.  i,  1834;  Abigail  was  born  Aug. 

21,  1812.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  two 
daughters:  Lydia  C,  born  Dec.  5,  1817,  died  April 
9,  i820;Lydia  (  2),  born  April  25,  1820,  died  Feb. 

25,  1894. 

(\'I)  Everest  Case,  our  subject's  father,  was 
i  born  in  Canton  Dec.  19,  1796,  and  died  July  31, 
1866,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  Canton  Center.  He  received  a  common-school 
education  and  became  a  cooper  by  trade,  having 
served  an  apprenticeship  with  Calvin  Case,  and  he 
also  owned  a  small  farm.    He  was  domestic  in  his 
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tr.stcs,  avoitliiij;'  any  oftk-ial  lioiior>  aiiil  ilutics,  but  } 
Ik-  was  well  miurmcil  i.n  the  Imus  ut  his  tinu'.  and  j 
was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Kc])nl>hi.-an,  svnipathiz-  | 
iiiij"  with  the  anti-slavcrv  nioveiiK'nt  from  the  start, 
lie  was  also  strongly  anti-Mason  in  the  days  when  j 
that  (jtiestion  was  agitated  p<ilitieally.  while  in  his.  | 
religious  views  he  was  liberal,    t  *n  Jan.  o.  iSjo,  he  | 
married  Luc_\-  Ca>e.  who  was  born  Alareli  9,  17>)4,  I 
daughter  of  Silas  and  .\Iar_\  Case,  and  dieil  .\uv.  ; 
24,  1S59.    She  was  a  descendant  of  Jolm  Case,  the  j 
pioneer,  throngh  his  son,  Jlartholoniew  Case,  who  j 
was  born  in  Sinisbury,  and  married  .Mary,  daughter  i 
of  Lieut.  Sa:r.uel  I ivin-.i)Iire_>'.    K\\;v.->i  and  Lucy  * 
Case  had   the   following  chiUlren ;     Sarah,  born  ! 
Oct.  22,  1S20,  married  John  lireen,  Jr.,  and  died  { 
Nov.  15,  1S98;  Levi,  our  subject,  was  second  in  the  ' 
order  of  birth;  C)rcstes,  born  2\larch  23,  1S23,  died  ' 
Oct.  5,  1824;  Eniehne,  born  Xov.  12,  1824,  died 
Aug.  2,  1853,  inimarried ;  Orestes  1^2  ),  born  Alav  ! 
15,  1826,  was  married  Aug.  4,  1852,  to  Sophrona  j 
W'oodrulY,  of  Hartford,  and  died  ]\larch  3,  1899; 
Lucy  Maria,  born  May  18,  1828,  died  Aug.  14,  ' 
1828;  !Miss  Helen  Rowena,  born  Aug.  15,  1829,  re-  | 
sides  in  Collinsville ;  \\"illiam  \\'irt,  born  Jan.  26, 
1834,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  (he  was  mar- 
ried first  on  May  i,  1862,  to  Eliza  E.  Humphrey,  of 
Bloomfield,  and  later  to  Harriet  Irene  Dexter,  of 
Coventry)  ;  Nathan,  born  Xov.  25,  1836,  died  Dec. 

15,  1857;  Lucv  Ann,  born  lulv  9,  1838,  died  Sept. 

16,  1838. 

Levi  Case  was  born  Jan.  4,  1822,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  near  the  home- 
stead, and  the  village  schools  of  Xorth  Canton  and 
Canton  Center.    For  several  winters  he  taught  in 
district  schools  at  Canton,  Granby,  Simsbury,  and 
Larkhamsted,  his  summers  being  spent  in  farm 
work,  and  for  many  years  he  has  resided  at  his 
present  homestead,  a  small  farm.    For  more  than 
forty  years  he  followed  stirveving,  and  for  thirty 
years  he  was  a  notary  public,  having  been  first  ap- 
pointed in  1854  by  Gov.  Dutton.    He  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  six  years,  and  a  selectman  for  two 
years,  and  has  served  on  the  local  board  of  relief 
for  many  years,  while  in  all  movements  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  community  his  influence  is  felt  on  the  side 
of  progress,  the  temperance  qttestion  being  espe- 
cially important  in  his  opinion..    He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  on  the  disorganization  of  i 
the  Whig  party  became  a  Republican.    His  able  j 
articles  on  historical  and  other  topics  in  the  public  j 
press  have  attracted  favorable  comment,  and  he  is  1 
a  correspondent  of  various  newspapers.    In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a  Congregationalist,  and  his  la-  j 
mented  wife  was  a  member  of  that  Church.    2vlr.  ! 
Case  was  married  in  Ohio,  !March  3,  1859,  to  Eunice  j 
Case,  who  died  July  20,  1883,  her  remains  being  j 
interred  at  Canton  Center.    She  was  bom  in  Sims- 
bury  July  18,  1821,  daughter  of  Asa  L.  and  Ro- 
sannah  (Buel)  Case,  granddaughter  of  Asa  and  Lois 
(Dill)  Case,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Deacon 
Hosea  Case.   Of  the  two  children  born  to  this 


union,  (I)  Asa  Levi,  born  March  9.  1800.  resides 
at  the  luanestead,  and  is  interested  in  market  gar- 
demng;  he  is  a  primer  by  trade.  Like  lus  father 
he  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  me'.nber  of  the 
Congregational  Lhurch.  lie  was  married,  March  iS, 
1885,  to  Amiette  E.  Pvatt,  who  was  born  in  b'arm- 
ington  ;  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Candace  1  Web- 
ster) I'yatt,  and  thev  have  had  three  children:  Hor- 
ace Asa,  born  .March  17,  1880;  Charles  Archibald, 
Jan.  12,  18S8;  and  Rosa  Candace,  Oct.  31,  1S90. 
(2)  Rosa  Lucv,  born  March  30,  1864,  died  Alay 
2,  1S84.  '  •     :    :  . 

JOILX  ERWIX  :\IORTOX,  who  owns  and 
conducts  the  most  extensive  general  Inisiness  in  Man- 
chester, is  one  of  that  town's  wide-awake  and  enter- 
prising merchants,  and  ranks  among  her  substan- 
tial citizens. 

]\[r.  ]Vlorton  was  born  Xov.  6,  1852,  in  the  town 
of  .South  Windsor,  Hartford  county,  and  there 
passed  the  early  years' of  his  life  on  his  parents' 
farm.  His  early  education  was  acquied  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town,  and  w"as  supple- 
mented with  study  at  the  high  school  of  Ellington, 
Tolland  Co.,  that  State,  whither  his  parents  had 
removed  when  he  was  a  yotith  of  si.xteen.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  our  subject  went  to  Staft'ord  Springs, 
Tolland  county,  where  he  commenced  his  mer- 
cantile career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  L.  W.  Crane, 
Vv'ilh  whom  he  continued  for  three  years.  Return- 
ing to  Ellington  he  remained  there  a  few  months, 
and  then  came  to  ]\Ianchester,  with  whose  business 
interests  he  has  since  been  identified.  Having  pur- 
chased the  store  of  Levi  Drake,  he  continued  same 
seven  years,  and  for  some  time  afterward,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  was  not  engaged  in  any  social 
business.  When  able  to  resume  work  he  started 
on  the  road  with  confectionery,  and  he  subsequently 
carried  on  merchandising  in  the  Union  Manufactur- 
ing Co.'s  store,  ptirchasing  the  business  of  Park- 
htirst  &  Flayes.  ]Mr.  ^^lorton  began  the  erection 
of  his  present  store  btiilding  in  1889,  and  the  struct- 
ure was  completed  in  1890,  on  ^lay  17  of  -  v/hich 
year  he  opened  the  general  business  which  he  has 
ever  since  successfully  conducted.  The  building, 
a  three-story  brick,  40x50  feet  in  dimensions,  is 
the  largest  store  building  in  }^Ianchester,  and  is 
completely  stocked  with  a  line  of  dry  goods,  boots 
and  shoes,  men's  furnishings,  etc.,  besides  grocer- 
ies, Mr.  ^Morton  aiming  to  meet  the  demands  of 
all  his  patrons.  He  gives  careful  attention  to  the 
details  of  his  business,  and  the  requirements  of  a 
constantly  increasing  custom,  and  by  his  courtesy 
and  obliging  ways  has  made  numerous  friencLs 
among  those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings,  and 
has  become  widely  known  in  and  around  Manches- 
ter, both  as  an  honorable  and  upright  man,  and  as 
a  l)usiness  man  of  enterprise  and  souinl  judgment. 
The  second  story  of  his  building  is  userl  as  a  store- 
room, and  the  third  for  an  opera  and  hall  room. 
Though  business  interests  claim  his  time  altogether. 
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Mr.  Morton  has  become  identified  with  the  most 
pubHo-spirited  citizens  of  .Maneliestcr  as  one  who 
has  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  conntv  at  lieart, 
and  will  give  his  support  to  any  worihy  undertaking 
for  its  advancement  or  improvement.  His  political 
sympatiiy  is_  given  to  the  Republican  party.  ]Mr. 
Morton  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but  he  con- 
tributes generously  toward  church  work  and  Chris- 
tian enterprises. 

JOHN  L.  JhXCKS,  of  the  firm  of  Jencks 
Brothers,  the  popular  lumber  dealers  of  East  Hart- 
ford Meadow,  as  well  ns  of  South  ^Manclioster, 
was  born  Aug.  2,  1865,  in  East  Hartford  ^leadow, 
in  the  house  that  stands  immediately  north  of  the 
dwelling  of  Lyman  Rislcy,  his  maternal  grandfa- 
ther, of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  is  given  else- 
where. In  the  sketch  of  Charles  L.  Jencks  will  be 
found  the  family  history  of  our  subject — John  L. 
and  Charles  L.  being  the  brothers  who  constitute  the 
lumber  firm. 

John  L.  Jencks  attended  the  "Meadow"  school, 
with  a  Mr.  Chaffee  and  Charles  Anarews  as  teach- 
ers, and  next  attended  the  "Brown  '  school  in  Blart- 
ford  until  iSSi,  when  he  entered  the  lumberyard 
owned  by  his  grandfather,  Lyman  Risley,  at  East 
Hartford  IMeadow,  and  worked  for  small  wages, 
at  anything  and  everything — hauling  lumber,  piling 
lumber,  and  caring  for  the  horses.  As  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  busiiiess  increased,  so  did  his  salary. 
With  his  savings  he  bought  from  his  grandfather 
an  interest  in  the  business,  and  on  April  i,  1S88, 
he  and  his  brother  formed  a  partnership  with  the 
grandfather  under  the  firm  style  of  Lyman  Risley 
&  Co.  A  few  years  later  the  brothers  bought  the 
entire  interest  of  the  grandfather,  who  w'ished  to 
retire  from  business,  and  the  firm  name  is  now 
Jencks  Brothers.  Their  trade  rapidly  increased 
from  the  start,  and  is  now  immense,  ramifying 
through  Hartford,  ■  East  PLartford.  ^lanchester, 
South  ^^lndsor  and  other  towns  and  villages. 

Both  the  brothers  Jencks  have  a  strong  liking 
for  fast  horses,  yet  keep  them  almost  solely  for 
pleasure  and  recreation,  as  they  but  seldom  enter 
them  in  races  for  purses.  John  L.  Jencks  has  the 
finest  matched  team  in  all  Xew  England,  but  his 
favorite  animal  .s  ''Capt.  Jencks,"  a  roan  stallion. 

On  Oct.  7,  18S5,  John  L.  Jencks  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]vliss  Carrie  L.  Brewer,  who  was 
born  i\Iarch  22.  1S64,  a  daughter  of  George  C.  and 
Juha  A.  (Hurlbut)  Brewer,  natives  of  Elockanum. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children: 
Ethel  'M.,  born  Sept.  9,  1887,  and  Percy  C,  born 
October  13,  iS8g.  The  family  attend  the  South 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  ^Ivs.  Jencks  is 
a  devout  member ;  in  politics  Mr.  Jencks  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  is  too  busy  a  man  o  give  much  liecd 
to  party  affairs ;  neither  has  he  time  to  spare  to  at- 
tend any  secret  organizations.  In  their  business  the 
brothers  are  thoroughly  practical,  Charles  L.  at- 


I  tending  to  the  office  work  ;  John  L.  having  the  yard 
!  managemeiU,  and  they  keep  the  trade  on  a  constant 
boom. 

RICHARD  J.  MOMMERS.  This  gentleman^ 
the  present  superintendent  of  the  manufacture  o£ 

I  velvet  in  the  null  of  ^Messrs.  Cheney  Bros.,  is  a  son 
of  Theodor  and  Katharin  (^Seves)  ^^lommers.  The 
father  was  a  manufacturer  of  velvets  at  Lobberich, 
near  Crefeld,  i'russia,  which  city  is  the  center  of  that 
ir.dustry  in  Germany.  Richard  J.  ?^Iommers  was 
born  there  March  19,  1S46.    He  received  a  colle- 

I  giatc  education,  graduating  from  Kempen  gynnia- 

I  sunn,  a  preparatory  school  for  the  university,  at 

I  the  age  of  nineteen. 

j        On  leaving  this  college  ]\Ir.  Mommers  at  once 
began  the  battle  of  life,  in  which  he  was  destined 
to  play  no  mean  part,  and  to  win  a  substantial  re- 
ward.   He  was  apprenticed  for  a  term  of  three 
years  to  a  mercantde  firm  of  Cologne,  that  he  might 
I  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  general  prin- 
!  ciples  that  underly  trade,  as  well  as  with  the  minor 
I  details  of  a  business  career.    While  acquiring  this-' 
I  information  the  young  clerk  received  no  compen- 
!  sation,  and  met  all  his  expenses  from  his  own  purse, 
I  the  instruction  which  he  received  being  considered 
ample  pa}'ment  for  the  service  which  he  rendered. 
Young  IMommers  after '  completing  his  apprentice- 
ship returned  to  Lobberich,  and  entered  the  employ 
;  of  his  father,  who,  as  has  been  said,  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  velvets.    He  remained  in  his  father's  fac- 
:  tory  until  187S,  when  he  embarked  in  a  manufactur- 
I  ing  business  of  his  own,  but  of  a  very  different  de- 
i  scription.    He  erected  a  machine  shop  in  Crefeld, 
i  and  began  making  looms  for  the  weaving  of  silk 
and  velvet  fabrics.    In  the  spring  of  1880  members 
'  of  the  firm  of  Cheney  Bros.,  of  South  2».Ianchester, 
i  visited  Crefeld,  and  were  so  pleased  with  Mr.  2\Iom- 
mer's  looms  that  they  placed  an  order  with  him  for 
j  a  number  of  them,  stipulating  that  Mr.  Mommers 
j  should  accompany  them  to  the  Connecticut  mills, 
i  and  personally  supervise  their  erection  and  instal- 
i  lation.    Accordingly,  when  his  task  was  completed 
■  the  firm  tendered  him  the  position  which  he  now 
I  holds.    He  accepted  the  offer,  and  has  filled  the 
I  post  uninterruptedly  since  18S0,  sending  for  his 
'  family  the  following  year.  , 
j       Richard  J.  !\Iommers  was  married  in  1872  to 
1  Miss  ^Matilda  Janssen.    They  have  four  children, 

!  Paul,  [Matilda,  Richard  and  Ellen,  all  of  whom  are 

i  .  .  . 

,  living.    Mr.  Mommers  is  a  Republican  in  Irs  poli- 

I  tical  creed.    He  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious 

1  body,  but  attends  the  Episcopal  Church  and  con- 

j  tributes  to  its  support. 

I 

I  CA^IPBELL  PHELPS  CASE.  In  the  life  of 
:  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  demonstrated 
I  the  ability  of  an  individual,  bereft  of  father's  care 
i  in  early  childliood,  to  take  up  for  himself  the  battle 
j  of  life  and  guide  his  way  patiently  hv.t  surely  toward 
the  goal  of  success.    Content  to  till  the  soil  and  fol- 
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low  tlie  ways  oi  liis  fathers,  our  sul)ject  has  amply  ] 
shown  the  merit  of  his  success. 

Mr.  Case  is  a  representative  of  the  Case  family  I 
which  was  fomuled  in  Sinisbury.  Hartford  countv.  I 
in  1669,  by  John  Case,  and  is  seventh  in  tlie  line  of  1 
descent  from  that  ancestor,  as  follows :  John  Case,  | 
Jr.;  John,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Olcott)  Case; 
Capt.  John,  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Hu:nphrey  )  j 
Case,  lx)rn  Feb.  19.  171S.  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu-  i 
tionary  war ;  Levi  Case :  Levi  i*hel]-)s  Case ;  and 
Campbell  Phelps  L'ase.    Capt.  John  Case,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  married  Sarah  l^arber, 
I\ov.  7,  1745.  anu  their  ciiiidrcu  were:  John,  born  j 
in  October,  1746;  Giles,,  born  Feb.  20,  174S.  died  | 
Feb.  5,  1754;  Seth,  born  Sept.  29,  1749;  Sarah,  I 
born  July  27,  1751  ;  Asa,  born  June  11,  1753;  Mary, 
born  Jan.  2,  1755  ;  Giles,  born  May  24,  1757  ;  George, 
born  March  4,    1759;  Levi  and  Judah,  twins,  born 
Dec.  14.  1760;  Abigail,  born  Xov.  28,  1763.  Capt. 
John  Case  died  Xov.  16,  1776,  his  wife  Dec.  19, 
1S05. 

Levi  Case,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  born 
in  Simsbtiry,  Dec.  14,  1760,  one  of  twins,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Simsbury  He  married  Polly 
Humphrev,  of  Simsbury,  and  four  children  born  to 
them  were  :  Polly  ;  Agnes  ;  Levi  Phelps,  lather  of  our 
subject;  and  Jairus,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
Medical  College,  was  a  prominent  physician,  practic- 
ing in  Granby  all  his  life,  and  was  the  father  of 
Hon.  William  C.  Case,  the  well-known  criminal  law- 
yer of  Hartford. 

Levi  Phelps  Case,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Simsbury,  and  received  a  district-school 
education.  He  was  a  man  of  ability,  through  hard 
study  obtained  a  good  common-school  education, 
and  taught  school  during  the  winter  months,  both  in 
Simsbury  and  in  Haitland.  When  a  young  man  he 
removed  to  Barkhamsted,  Litchfield,  Co.,  Conn., 
\vhere  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  owned  a  tract  of 
land.  Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Hartland,  locat- 
ing in  East  Hartland,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
500  acres,  and  erected  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  tliat 
section,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  ot  lumber. 
He  also  engaged  in  dairy  and  general  fanning,  and 
here  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying  in  1850,  and  j 
was  buried  in  East  Hartland  cemetery.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  a  pronounced  anti-slavery  man,  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a  man 
of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas,  noted  for  his  in- 
dustry, honesty  and  honorable  dealings.  He  was 
temperate  in  his  habits,  a  good  Christian,  and  a  kind 
father  and  loving  husband.  Mr.  Case  married  in 
Barkhamsted,  Harriet  Jones,  who  was  born  in 
Barkhamsted,  daughter  of  Elijah  Jones,  of  that 
town.  The  children  born  to  Levi  Phelps  and  Har- 
riet Case  were  as  follows :  Cornelius,  wlio  died 
young;  Harriet,,  who  married  Frank  Holbrook,  of 
Pompey,  N.  Y. ;  Julia,  who  was  a  school  teacher, 
•  unmarried;  Campbell  Phelps,  our  suljjcct;  Helen, 
who  died  young ;  and  Lucian,  now  of  Syracuse,  N. 
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Y.  The  mother  died  at  her  home  in  East  I  Lirtland 
in  1870.  and  was  buried  in  East  Hartland  ceme- 
terv.  She  was  a  member  of  tlie  Congregational 
Church. 

C^ur  subject  was  only  five  years  old  when  his 
father  died.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  mother, 
attending  the  district  sclux^ls  of  East  Hartland, 
and  working  on  the  farm  until  his  mother's  death, 
when  he  removed  to  Pompey.  X.  Y.  There  he  was 
engaged  at  farm  work  for  two  years,  receiving  S300 
per  vear.  In  1874  he  came  to  Simsbury,  worked  for 
one  vear  as  a  farm  hand,  and  then  entered  a  ten-acre 
tract  of  land  and  grew  tobacco  for  one  year.  He 
next  rented  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  a  tract 
of  100  acres,  wliich  he  operated  for  four  years,  and 
was  engaged  principally  in  tobacco  culture  and 
dairying.  In  1880  he  bought  the  farm  owned  by- 
Lucius  Goodrich,  where  he  is  now  extensively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  dairy,  tobacco  and  general 
fanning,  keeping  a  stock  of  forty-five  head  of  Jer- 
sey cows,  and  he  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  his  farm.  He  is  also  a  stock  dealer,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Tobacco  Growers  Association  of  Xevv 
England.  ]Mr.  Case  is  temperate,  honest  and  up- 
right in  character.  He  started  in  life  a  poor  boy, 
and  has  succeeded  through  hard  work.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief.  Himself  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Chtirch. 

Mr.  Case  was  married  in  Hartland  to  IMsra  L.- 
Banning,  who  was  born  in  Hartland,  daughter  of 
Edwin  Banning,  of  that  town.  To  otir  subject  and 
wife  have  been  born  three  children:  Charles,  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  also  in  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  and  the  Hartford  Business  College, 
is  at  Hartford;  Jesse  is  at  home;  Ida  May  is 
at  school,  ^lrs.  Case  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Hartland.  She  is  a  lady  of  re- 
fined tastes,  and  has  been  a  good  helpmate,  aiding 
materially  in  the  stibstantial  progress  which  her 
husband  has  made  as  a  citizen  of  Simsbury. 

BUEL  DAVID  HODGE  is  numbered  among 
the  elderly  residents  of  West  Sufifield,  by  whose  peo- 
ple he  is  held  in  that  reverence  and  respect  accorded 
those  wliose  lives  have  been  distinguished  by  integ- 
rity and  usefulness.  He  was  born  in  East  Gran- 
ville. Mass.,  ^larch  6,  1828,  and  belongs  to  a  fam- 
ily of  English  origin,  which  was  founded  in  X'ew 
England  during  Colonial  days.  His  grandfather, 
Asa  Hodge,  was  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared  and  married,  and 
engaged  in  farming  there  during  his  early  life,  but 
his  last  years  were  spent  upon  a  farm  in  Westneld, 
Mass.  He  was  a  good  Christian  gentleman,  and  lib- 
eral in  his  religious  views. 

Henry  Hodge,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  where 
he  also  followed  fanning.  There  he  married  Eliza- 
beth (Betsy)  Harmon,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  George,  a  resident  of  Glastonbury;  Buel 
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D.,  our  subject;  Harriet,  deceased,  who  (first) 
married  Chauneey  Darker  and  (second)  William 
Caswell :  Hniily,  widow  of  Amos  Sampson,  of  South- 
wiek,  Mass.;  and  Julia,  witlow  of  W  illiam  Howell, 
of  CatskiU.  X.  V.  The  fatlier  with  hi.s  faniilv  re- 
moved to  East  liranville,  .Mass..  wiiere  he  followed 
farming  until  caiied  from  this  life.  He  made  manv 
improvements  upon  his  place,  and  was  quite  a  suc- 
cessful agricultun^l.  In  jwhtieal  sentiment  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  in  his  religious  views  ho  was  lib- 
eral. His  wife  also  died  in  Jlast  Granville,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  there. 

Buel  D.  Hodge  i^5  indebted  to  tiie  district  schools 
of  East  Granville,  Mass.,  for  his  educational  advan- 
tages. At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  left  the  paren- 
tal roof,  and  commenced  earning  his  own  living, 
doing  chores  for  neighboring  farmers  while  he  still 
attended  school.  Leaving  East  Granville  in  1S46, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came  to  Suffield 
town,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  for  two  years.  He  then  obtained  a  posi- 
tion at  packing  cigars  for  Xeland  Loomis,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  sim- 
ilarly employed  by  a  Mr.  Austin  for  two  years. 
Later  he  spent  two  years  as  foreman  of  the  George 
W.  Loomis  cigar  factory,  and  afterward  packed 
cigars  in  Hartford  for  a  time.  Returning  to  Sufheld, 
he  drove  a  stage,  and  carried  the  L'nited  States  mail 
from  Windsor  Locks  to  Suffield  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  James 
Hastings,  in  West  Suffield.  where  he  engaged  in  to- 
bacco growing  and  general  farming  for  nine  years. 
He  then  rented  the  B.  Loomis  farm  of  100  acres,  at 
Suffield  Center,  and  after  operating  it  for  nine  years 
he  in  1885  bought  his  present  farm,  from  Charles 
Taylor.  This  is  located  in  West  Sufiield,  and  has 
been  greatlv  improved  by  our  subject,  who  is  still 
activelv  engaged  in  dairying,  farming  and  tobacco 
raising.  Though  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
he  makes  many  friends,  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  w-ith  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  in  either 
business  or  social  life.  Eormerly  he  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  but  since  188S  he  has 
voted  with  the  Prohibitionist's,  being  a  strong  tem- 
perance man,  willing  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  abol- 
ish the  liquor  traffic. 

In  Suffield,  in  1855,  Mr.  Hodge  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]^Iiss  :Marietta  Cartter,  a  native  of 
Turin,  Lewis  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  to  tliem  were  born  four 
children:  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  W'arner, 
of  Ansonia,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn. ;  Emma  E.,  wife 
of  Francis  Lerov  Ashley,  agent  at  W^indsor  Locks 
for  the  Xew  York.  Xew  Haven  &:  Hartford  Rail- 
road Co. ;  XeUie,  wife  of  Elihu  S.  Cook,  of  Hartford  ; 
and  Lucv  B.,  wife  of  Lawrence  Hern,  of  Ansonia. 
Mr.  and'Mrs.  Hodge  are  both  faithful  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  have  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Apollo  Lodge  Xo.  69,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  Suf- 
field. 

The  Cartter  F.\milv,  to  which  Mrs.  Hodge  be- 


longs, is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  Xew  England. 
During  the  Colonial  periotl  Charles  Carter,  a  native 
of  England,  came  to  America  and  located  in  Maine. 
W  bile  living  there  a  plot  was  formed  by  tlie  Indians 
,  to  destroy  the  t'^iwn  on  the  iVnobscot  river,  and  a 
;  squaw  was  to  give  the  signal  for  the  Red  men  to 
j  advance.      Through  threats  Mr.  Carter  obtained 
j  from  tl-.e  squaw  what  the  signal  meant ;  then  killed 
her;  put  out  tlie  fire;  and  built  another  near  the 
I  falls.    The  T.idians  came  tlown  in  their  canoes,  went 
j  over  the  falls,  and  were  drov.ned.    The  town  was 
j  thus  saved,  and  William  HI,  then  king  of  England, 
i  in  honoring  Air:  Carter  for  his  braverv,  clianged 
j  his  coat  of  arms,  and  added  the  second  "t"  to  the 
j  name,  which  has  since  been  spelled  by  the  family 
i  Cartter.    Mrs.  Hodge's  grandfather  was  Charles 
,  Cartter,  whose  father  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
;  Her  father,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Charles,  was 
;  a  native  of  Xew  York  State,  and  in  early  life  learned 
j  the  blacksmith's  trade  at  Turin,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
j  followed  it  until  after  his  marriage.    After  coming 
j  to  Connecticut,  he  worked  in  Collin's  ax  factory  for 
i  some  time,  and  later  followed  his  trade  in  TarifF- 
I  ville.  East  Granby  and  Suffield,  Hartford  county. 
;  In  Turin,  X'.  Y.,  he  married  Lucy  Coats,  a  native 
of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Coats,  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  pioneer  of  Lewis 
county.    The  children  born  of  this  union  were  as 
;  follows:  !Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  G.  Hastings; 
j  George,  who  died  young;  Mariette.  wife  of  our  sub- 
i  ject ;  rvlarian,  widow  of  John  Cline,  of  Windsor 
j  Locks,  Conn. ;  ]\Iaria,  wife  of  Theodore  Fitzgerald, 
!  of  Rochester,  X'.  Y. ;  ^Nlarilla,  deceased  :  Charles  W., 
j  deceased ;  Martha,  wife  of  Eugene  K.  Comstock,  of 
i  Xew  London.  Conn.;  George,  who  w^as  drowned  in 
[  the  Potomac  river  while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the 
j  Civil  war;  Jame  Monroe,  deceased;  Mina,  wife  of 
;  John  Butler,  of  Groton,  Conn. ;  Julius,  deceased ; 
;  Medora,  deccaseu  wife  of  Joshua  Loomis,  of  East 
Hampden,  Mass.    The  parents  both  died  in  West 
Suffield,  and  were  laid  to  rest  there.    They  were 
;  consistent  members  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
j  them. 

I       HEXRY  AI.  BEECHER,  an  honored  and  high- 
Iv  esteemed  citizen  of  Plantsville,  who  is  now  liv- 
mg  retired,  free  from  business  cares  and  respon- 
i  sibilities,  was  born  in  Woodbury,  this  State,  March 
12.  1830,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Dutton  and  Permelia 
'  Tuttle)   Beecher,  natives  of  Cheshire  and  Pros- 
1  pect.  Conn.,  respectively.    The  paternal  grandfa- 
i  tiier,  Benjamin  Beecher,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
j  Cheshire,  accumulated    a  fine    property,  and  he 
I  deeded  a  house  and  barn,  with  (jue  hundred  acres 
CI  land  to  the  Home  Missionary  Society  forever, 
the  income  thereof  to  be  used  to  spread  the  gospel. 
This  was  in  1802  and  1805,  when  the  Society  was 
first  organized,  and  the  property  was  leased  for 
999  years,  and  afterward,  by  special  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, was  sold  to  the  lessee.    -Mr.  Beecher  mar- 
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ritcl  EstluT  I'airott.  and  thoy  had, eleven  eliildren.  j 
Ho  died  in  February,  1835.  I 

r.enjaniin  D.  Deeclior,  tlie  ninth  in  the  faniilv,  1 
was  born  Xov.  J,  1791.  and  died  Jan.  17,  1808.  I 
He  was  reared  in  Cheshire,  and  during  tlio  war  of  j 
1S12  conducted  a  shop  in  Southinglon,  wiicre  lie  ! 
was  engaged  in  the  nianufactiu-e  of  fanning  mills 
ior  cleaning  wheat  and  grain  of  all  kinds,  his  owit 
invention,  and  the  tirst  of  that  nature  in  the  coun- 
try or  the  world,  as  well  as  one  of  the  besl.  He 
carried  on  that  business  for  several  years,  and  in 
1832  invented  the  first  screw  propellers  used  on 
canal  and  steam  boa-s,  the  first  being  made  in 
Cheshire,  for  use  on  the  barmington  canal ;  they 
are  now  used  on  all  ocean  steamers  and  war  vessels 
throughout  the  world.  In  1S37  he  built  a  boat 
using  his  propeller  for  use  on  the  Erie  canal:  tuis 
boat  was  made  in  three  sections,  held  together  bv 
central  pivots  so  it  could  be  separated  while  passing 
through  the  locks.  Among  the  many  other  things 
Mr.  Beecher  invented, were  a  screw  cutter,  a  horse- 
power corn  sheller,  and  a  threshing  machine  which 
he  manufactured  in  New  York  City.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  made  his  home  in  \\'oodbury,  Conn. 
His  wife,  Pormelia,  was  a  daughter  of  [Nloses  and 
Demorest  (Hitchcock)  Tuttle,  of  Cheshire.  Her 
father  v^as  a  soldier  and  pensioner  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  having  enlisted  at  Cheshire  and  served 
under  Capt.  Bradley  and  Col.  Douglass.  The  Tut- 
ties  wer'fe  among  the  pioneers  of  Prospect  and 
Cheshire,  and  William  Tuttle,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of 
the  land  now  occupied  by  Yale  College.  To  Ben- 
jamin D.  Beecher  and  wife  were  born  six  chil- 
dren ;  Luther,  a  successful  business  man  and  mil- 
lionaire of  Detroit,  Mich.,  who  died  in  1892;  Sophia, 
wife  of  Janes  Porter ;  Hiram  and  Ira,  both  de- 
ceased;  Amelia,  deceased  wife  of  John  Fenton ; 
and  Henry  M.,  our  subject. 

The  early  life  of  Henry  M.  Beecher  was  passed 
in  Prospect  and  Southington,  and  be  learned  the 
machinist's  .trade  in  South  Boston,  where  he  re- 
mained six  vears.  For  a  time  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Peck  &  Co.,  of  Southington,  and  from  there 
went  to  Watertown,  where  he  was  engaged  in  get- 
ting out  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  pins. 
In  1858  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  now 
known  as  the  FI.  D.  Smith  Co.,  of  Plantsville,  and 
had  charge  of  their  machinery  department  for  fif- 
teen years  at  one  time,  and  five  years  at  another. 
For  thirteen  years  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  Peck's  drops,  for  forging  purposes,  in 
the  city  of  New  Haven,  and  he  retired  from  active 
business  in  1890,  in  1894  removing  to  Plantsville, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  seems  t(, 
have  inherited  much  of  his  father's  inventive 
genius,  and  during  his  business  career  invented 
a  carriage  shaft  coujjling,  dies  for  forming  carriage 
shaft  shackles,  carriage  clips,  blank  and  dies  for 
making  same,  plate  for  carriages,  carriage  spring 
clips,  dies  for  forging  carriage  shackles,  eyes,  clip 


King  bolts,  machinery  for  making  axle  clips,  and 
a  tlesign  lor  a  carriage  slip  pad. 

Mr.  Beecher  was  married,  April  10,  1854,  to 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Payson.  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Philena  (^Fuller)  Payson,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  the  latter  of  South  Coventry,  Conn., 
and  both  of  Revolutionary  stock.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Ida  P., 
now  the  wife  of  Jesse  Mallory. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Beecher  enlistM,  Nov. 
14,  1861,  in  Company  A,  ist  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Moorefield,  W.  Va., 
April  3  and  22,  1862;  McDtnvell,  \"a..  May  8, 
and  Franklin,  \  a.,  May  11.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  Aug.  25,  1S62.  and  is 
now  a  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  17,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  New  Haven ;  he  also  belongs  to  ^\'ooste^ 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]M..  of  the  same  place.  Politically 
he  is  a  supporter  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Beecher  s  career  has  been 
one  of  usefulness,  and  he  has  not  only  met  with 
well-deserved  success,  but  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact,  in  either  business  or  social  life. 

CHARLES  EDGAR  FINCH,  a  well-known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Southington,  w^as 
born  in  that  town,  Dec.  3,  1834,  a  son  of  Augustus 
E.  and  -Mirza  (Lowr\')  Finch.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  Asahel  Finch,  a  native  of  Wolcott,  New 
Haven  county,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  ^^'atcrbury,  Conn.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  Richard  Lowry,  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  by  trade,  and  a  resident  of  Southing- 
ton. He  married  Polly  Cogswell.  Our  subject's 
father  was  born  in  Wolcott,  and  was  reared  upon  a 
farm.  In  early  manhood  he  removed  to  Southing- 
ton, where  he  worked  as  a  machinist  and  mechanic 
on  tinners'  machines  for  Seth  Peck  &  Co.,  and  their 
successors  for  forty  years.  He  died  in  New  Haven, 
July  10,  1879.  -His  children  were  Dennis  ;  Charles 
E. ;  Lowry ;  and  Anna,  wife  of  J.  R.  Cook. 

Charles  E.  Finch  grew  to  manhood  in  Southing- 
ton, where  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
Lewis  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
entered  the  shop  of  Peck,  Smith  &  Co,  as  an  employe 
on  general  job  work.  Subsequently,  as  a  machinist 
and  engineer,  he  remained  in  their  employ  until 
1870,  and  was  then  connected  with  the  tool  depart- 
ment of  the  Southington  Cutlery  Co.  for  one  year. 
In  1872  he  entered  the  emplov  of  the  .iltna  Nut  Co. 
as  a  machinist,  and  remained  with  them  until  1878, 
after  which  he  spent  one  year  with  the  Meriden 
Screw  Co.,  at  Meriden,  Conn. :  but  in  June,  1879,  he 
returned  to  the  ^Etna  Nut  Co.,  of  Southington, 
where  he  has  since  held  the  position  of  engineer. 

On  June  23,  1868,  Mr.  Finch  married  Miss 
Sarah  Freeman,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Jane 
(Gardiner)  Freeman,  of  Waterbury,  and  of  the 
children  Ix^rn  to  them  six  are  living  :  Charles  E., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  the  Lewis  high  school.  South- 


rr;!< 


1124 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


iiv^^m.  began  a  successful  career  as  a  school  teacher 
at  the  ai;;e  of  ei,L;hteen  years,  and  hecanic  principal 
of  the  rrattsville  school  of  Meriden  from  1892 
to  1895.  In  the  latter  ye.ir  he  married  Miss  Mary 
L5oatty,  of  .Meritlen,  ami  removed  to  Ou  nc\ .  Mass!, 
where  he  has  since  held  the  imj>ortant  j^>osition  of 
master  of  the  W'oUaston  and  Massachusetts  Fields 
schools.  Caleb,  the  second  son,  was  educated  in 
the  common  sch.ools  of  Southington,  and  is  now 
a  machinist  and  toolmaker.  holding  the  jwsition  of 
foreman  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Scoville 
Mayufacturing-  Co.,  at  Waterbury ;  he  married 
D:i!<v  TilTany.  T'lc  rather  r'ii!dr-'p  of  the  fnnvlv 
are  Harrv  B.,  Ceorge  M.,  Helen  M.  and  How- 
ard M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finch  are  earnest  members  of 
the  Gospel  Mission  Chapel  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  bv  all  who 
know  them.  He  has  been  a  niember  of  Friend- 
ship Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  since  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  politically  has  always  been  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  prin- 
ciples. 

JOHX  SMYTH  (deceased),  for  many  years  a 
prominent  farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  Enfield, 
and  a  leading  coal  merchant  of  Thompsonville,  was 
born  Nov.  25,  1835,  in  Cork,  Ireland,  son  of  John 
Henry  Smyth,  also  a  native  of  County  Cork.  The 
father  was  three  times  married,  and  by  the  first  wife 
had  one  daiighter,  ^Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
David  Humphress.  To  the  second  union  were  born  : 
John,  whose  name  opens  this  article ;  ]\Iargaret,  who 
died  in  California;  Susan  and  Ellen,  residents  of 
California ;  ^Michael,  a  wealthy  resident  of  that 
State;  Anthony,  of  Colorado;  and  William,  of  Cali- 
fornia. By  his  third  marriage  John  H.  Smyth  had 
one  daughter.    He  died  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject  came  to  America  about  1848,  and 
located  in  Enfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  for 
ten  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lusk  family. 
He  then  followed  the  occupations  of  farming  and 
teaming  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  his  widow, 
and  was  also  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness at  Thompsonville  for  fourteen  years.  Being 
a  man  of  enterprise  and  keen  business  sagacity,  he 
was  successful,  acctimulated  money,  and  left  his 
family  a  comfortable  competence  at  his  death,  April 
16,  1898,  since  when  his  widow  has  very  success- 
fully continued  his  extensive  business. 

About  1854  Mr.  Smyth,  was  married  to  rvlargaret 
Roche,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five  children  : 
John  H.,  of  Chicago:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Andrew 
Creighton  ;  William,  deceased  ;  James,  a  dentist ;  and 
Edward,  deceased.  His  second  wife  v.as  Ellen 
A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  fOlIaUoran) 
Boucher,  of  East  Windsor,  and  formerly  of  Cork, 
Ireland.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  sons: 
Thomas,  Francis.  George,  Henry,  Charles,  Richard 
and  Ravmond,  of  whom  the  last  named  died  Dec. 
6.  tP-s' 


j  Mr.  Smyth  in  religious  connection  |,as  a  mem- 
i  ber  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  his  familv  now 
I  hold  membership.    In  jwlitics  he  was  a  Democrat. 

and  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief 
j  one  term. 

j       LEMUEL  STOUGHTOX  ELLSWORTH,  of 
I  Simsbury,  can  lay  claim  to  being  a  member  of  one 
j  of  the  most  distinguislied  families  of  Xew  Eng- 
j  land.   To  the  Ellsworth  family,  commonwealth  and 
I  church.,  the  civil  and  military  service,  commerce  and 
1  agriculture  have  owed  a  debt  since  Colonial  days 
for  nh'ii  eminent  for  th.eir  piety,  patriotism,  learn- 
ing, statemanship  and  sound  sense.    The  men  are 
celebrated  in  local.  State  and  Xational  affairs,  and 
I  there  have  been  Ellsworths  whose  fame  has  re- 
sounded through  two  continents.     Linked  to  the 
j  family  by  marriage  are  other  prominent  Xew  Eng- 
j  land  names,  so  that  through  the  veins  of  the  pres- 
1  ent  generations  courses  some  of  the  best  blood 
'  of  the  men  who  chose  voluntary  exile  in  preference 
to    proscription  and    persecution    because  of  re- 
ligious faith.    It  is  from  such  ancestors  as  these 
that  Lemuel  S.  Ellsworth  is  a  worthy  descendant. 

The  first  American  progenitor  of  the  family  to 
settle  in  Connecticut  was  Sergt.  Josias  Ellsworth, 
who  took  up  his  home  in  Windsor,  where  he  died 
j  Aug.  20,  1689.    His  early  residence  is  known  as 
I  the  house  of  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth.     His  son, 
i  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  Lemuel  S..  was 
j  Lieut.  John  Ellsworth,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
1  of  Ellington.    The  latter  married  Esther  AMiite, 
born  at  Hartford  in  167 1.  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
I  White.  Their  si.x  children  were  named  John.  Daniel, 
'[  Esther.  Anna.  ^lartha  and  Ann.    Lieut.  Ellsworth 
:  was  accidentally  killed  at  his  home  Oct.  26,  1720, 
I  his  widow  surviving  him  until  Sept.  7,  1766.  John, 
I  the  first  son  of  this  union,  who  was  known  as 
!  Capt.  John  Ellsworth,  lived  at  East  Windsor.  He 
I  was  married,  Xov.  8,  1734,  to  Ann,  daughter  of  Rev. 
;  Timothy  Edwards.    Their  children  were  John,  Sol- 
I  om.on,  Frederick  and  Ann.    Capt.  John  Ellsworth 
i  died  Jan.  4,  1784,  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  on  April  11, 
j  1790,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 
I  'Solomon   (Lieut.)    Ellsworth,  the  great-grandfa- 
i  ther  of  Lemuel  S.,  was  born  April  30.  1737.  He 
married,  Dec.  27,  1758,  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Abner 
i  Mcseley,  of  Cilastonbury,  who  was  born  Dec.  8, 
1737.    Lieut.  Solomon  died  Oct.  19,  1822,  and  his 
I  widow  four  months  later,  Feb.   16.   1823.  They 
;  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children  :    Mary,  Ann, 
Solomon,    Elizabeth,    Stoddard,    Abigail,  Abner 
Mcseley,  John,   Marilda,  Timothy,  Timothy  (2), 
i  Joseph  and  Ann  (2).    Of  this  large  family,  Abner 
;  ^loseley  Ivl'sworth.  tlie  grandfather  of  Lemuel  S., 
:  was  horn  Jan.  4.  1771.  and  on  Dec.  31.  1797,  mar- 
ried Elsie,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Thompson,  who 
was  l)orn  May  8.  lyOd.    Tl-.ey  were  the  ijarcnts  of 
four  children.   The  eldest,  Frederick,  was  born  X^ov. 
8,  1798,  and  c'icl  June  7,  1827.    Mary  Moseley, 
thL'  second  child,  horn  Aug.  28,  1800,  married  Asa 
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\'.  Mann,  ami  ciioil  at  l^orsyth,  (ut..  April  ().  1S70. 
Avitliont  issue.  The  second  daugluer  and  third  child, 
-Martha  Stou^hton.  was  born  Ault.  -f;,  1802,  mar- 
ried Samuel  M.  i  layden,  of  Essex,  Conn.,  and  died 
m  Forsyth.  Ga..  April  1857.    The  youngest 

cliild,  Ahner  Moseley,  Jr.,  horn  July  13,  1804,  was 
the  father  of  L.  S.  Ellsworth.  The  grandfather, 
Abner  M..  Sr..  died  Dec.  24,  1853,  his  wife  hav- 
ing preceded  him  to  the  .L;Tave  on  Xov.  20.  1840. 

Mr.  Ellsworth's  father  married  Euey  Wetmore 
Stoughton,  a  descendant  cT  Elder  Brewster,  on 
April  26,  1832.  She  was  born  July  15.  1806,  at 
East  Windsor,  and  was  a  member  of  'uie  of  the 
most  highly  respected  families  of  that  town.  He 
died  Sept.  24.  1846,  and  on  Sept.  25,  1866,  his 
widow  also  entered  into  rest.  Seven  children 
Tjlessed  their  union,  a  brief  mention  of  whom  will 
te  found  interesting:     Frederick,  born  Jan.  25, 

1833,  married  Abigail  Georgia  Phelps,  and  resides 
3.i  Hartford.    Samuel  Hayden  was  born  April  7. 

1834,  and  went  South  while  very  young;  he  returned 
home  to  die,  in  July,  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  Lucy  Stoughton,  born  March  12,  1835,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Sanmel  B.  F^orbes,  of  Hartford,  and  died 
at  Simsbury  June  23,  1863;  she  was  a  woman  of 
remarkable  personal  beauty,  and  exceptionallv 
lovely  character.  Sarah  Elsie  was  born  Nov.  18, 
1837,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1841.  Lemuel  Stoughton 
is  the  subject  of  the  present  biographical  sketch. 
John,  born  Jan.  7,  1842,  left  Philip's  Academy, 
Andover.  Mass.,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion, 
t'j  enter  the  L'nion  army ;  after  his  return  from  the 
war  he  completed  his  course  at  Andover,  spent 
cue  year  in  \\'illiams  College,  and  studied  law 
with  Messrs.  Flubbard  and  ^IcFarland,  in  1S67  re- 
moving to  California,  where  he  became  a  successful 
practitioner;  in  1888  he  was.  elected  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Almeda  county,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  still  serves.  Hugh  Thompson,  the  seventh 
•child,  was  born  March  18,  1844;  he  marriod  Flora 
English,  of  IJanbury,  Conn.,  and  later  renioved  to 
California,  v,here  he  died  in  1872. 

Lemuel  S.  Ellsworth  was  born  at  the  Ellsworth 
liomestead  on  Rye  street,  in  East  W  indsor,  Jan. 
•9,  1840.  When  he  was  but  six  years  old  his  fa- 
ther died,  and  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent 
much  as  were  those  of  other  young  men  reared 
upon  Connecticut  farms  in  those  days.  His  scho- 
lastic education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
and  at  an  academy  at  East  Windsor  Hill.  C^n 
Oct.  17,  1866,  he  married  3>Iiss  Anna  J.  Toy.  who 
v/as  born  in  Simsbury  Feb.  23,  1842,  a  daughter 
of  that  old  and  prominent  citizen  of  Simsbury, 
Rev.  Joseph  Toy,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whose 
life  and  labors  may  be  found  on  another  page. 
The  year  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Ellsworth 
moved  to  Brooklyn,  Cal.,  where  he  erected  a  plant 
lor  the  Toy-Bickford  Fuse  Co.  His  connection 
with  that  company  there  lasted  until  1871,  when 
lie  returned  to  Hartford,  remaining  tlu-re  imtil 
1876,  in  which  year  he  settled  in  Simsbury.  Flere 


j  l;e  has.  since  resicled,  and  until  1888  was  engaged 
!  ;n  agricultural  pursuits.  Since  then  he  has  been 
j  i<lentifie(l  with  tlie  Ensign,  liickford  &  Co.,  of  Sims- 
;  bury,  alth.ough  still  retaining  his  farming  inter- 
j  ests,  wiiich  he  contimies  to  supervise.  His  resi- 
i  deuce  is  one  of  the  hne>t  in  Simsbury.  and  the 
j  lamily  occujn-  a  high  social  position.  In  politics 
r\lr.  Ellsworth  is  an  ardent  Republican,  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  his  party's  success. 

^Ir.  and  }^lrs.  Ellsworth  are  the  parents  of  five 
chiildren :  Lucy  Stougl.ton,  born  l-'eb.  i,  180S.  at 
Brooklyn,  Cal.,  died  April  13,  1870;  George  Toy, 
born  April  24,-  1869,  at  the  same  place,  died  Oct. 
24,  1869;  Annie  Stoughton,  born  Sept.  22,  1873, 
is  now  Mrs.  Emmet  Schultz.  of  Arlington,  X.  J.; 
Fienry  Edwards,  born  March  27,  1878,  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  L^niversity  in  the  class  of  1900; 
and  John  Stoughton.  born  Aug.  21,  1883,  it  at  pres- 
ent preparing  for  college. 

JAMES  J.  INIERWIX^,  a  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Windsor,  and  one  of  its  leading 
business  men,  was  born  March  18,  1837,  in  Milford, 
Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  located  at  an  early  day. 
He  is  descended  from  Miles  Merwin,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family  in  America,  who  located  at  Merwin's 
Point,  ]\lilford,  in  1645. 

Jared  Merwin,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  shoe 
manufacturer  at  Milford.    Fie  was  twice  married, 
j  his  first  wife  being  INIiss  Sarah  G.  Stow,  by  whom 
I  he  had  two  sons :    Charles,  wdio  is  now  engaged 
I  in  teaching  in  Oakland  College;  and  James  J.,  our 
subject.     By  his  second  union  there  were  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Albert,  a  resi- 
dent of  Milford.  has  charge  of  the  machine  depart- 
ment of  the  Eureka  Hose  Co..  of  Jersey  City; 
George,  a  grocery  merchant  at  Waterbury,  died  in 
Milford ;  and  Sarah  ^L  married  Xelson  L.  Stow, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Evanston,  111.,  where  they 
now^  reside. 

The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  James  J. 
Merwin  spent  in  Milford,  where  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  later  graduated  at  the  high 
school.  Going  to  Xew  Flaven  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, he  entered  the  store  of  George  W.  Goodsell 
as  bookkeeper,  and  remained  in  his  employ  for 
ten  years  as  head  bookkeeper.  His  preparation 
for  that  occupation  was  received  at  Robbin's  Busi- 
ness College,  New  Haven. 

In  1S65  Mr.  Merwin  wedded  Miss  ^Slary  A. 
Hodge,  a  native  of  Westville.  Conn.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  L.  and  Hannah  (Pelton)  Hodge. 
They  now  have  four  children,  one  son  and  three 
daughters,  the  latter  being  Sadie  M.,  Mary  G. 
and  Frances  G.,  all  at  home.  George  J.,  the  son, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  young  men  in  Windsor, 
and  is  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Ph'xnix  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford.  Fie  married  Miss 
Leliaone  Thrall,  of  Windsor. 

In  18G6  Mr.  Merwin  came  to  Windsor  and  en- 
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Icrcd  into  partnership  with  George  L.  Hodge,  his 
father-in-law,  and  Senator  George  W.  Hodi;e,  his 
brotlier-in-law.  in  the  niannfaetnre  of  paper.  tl\e 
firm  being  known  as  "I lodge,  Son  &  Co."  Upon 
the  death  of  Gevrge  L.  Hodge  our  subject  left  the 
firm  and  went  into  the  paper  business  on  his  own 
account,  at  Holyoke,  .Mass.,  for  eiglit  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Windsor  to  re- 
side, and  opened  an  insurance  ottice.  He  has  built 
up  a  large  business  in  tliat  Hue,  and  the  insurance 
companies  wliicli  he  now  represents  are  the  Spring- 
field ;  CaledtMiian :  Continental:  Delaware:  Xew 
\ork  Underwriters  Agency:  Niagara;  Phcenix,  of 
Hartford;  Boston,  of  Boston;  ]\Iiddlesex  ^lutual; 
and  Fidelity  and  Casualty.  Upon  his  return  to 
the  town  of  Windsor  from  Holvoke  he  also  be- 
came interested  in  tlie  tmdertaking  business,  which 
he  has  since  followed  uninterruptedly. 

Mr.  Merwm  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  town  of  \Mndsor,  and  is  one 
of  its  stanchest  supporters.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  for  six  years,  notary 
public  for  eighteen  years,  justice  of  the  peace  ten 
3'ears,  and  was  assessor  seven  years.  In  1896  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  by  the  largest 
majority  (318)  ever  given  a  candidate  for  that 
office.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  Humane  Institu- 
tions, of  which  Gov.  Lounsbury  was  chairman.  On 
July  25,  1900,  Gov.  Lounsbury  appointed  2\Ir.  Mer- 
win  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
State  Historical  IMuseum  and  Library,  known  as 
the  "Old  Stone  House,"  at  Guilford,  Conn.  ;Mr. 
Merwin  is  one  of  \\'indsor's  best-known  citizens, 
and  possesses  probably  as  thorougn  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  town  and  its  people  for  the  past  twen- 
ty-five years  as  any  man  within  its  borders.  He 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  tne  family  is  prom- 
inent in  the  church  and  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  community. 

HENRY  LIAMLIX  NEWELL,  a  prominent 
and  successful  merchant  of  Marion,  and  one  of  the 
most  energetic  and  progressive  business  men  of 
Southington,  was  born  in  that  town  Aug.  23,  1867, 
and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  (I)  Thomas  Newell, 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Farmington,  and  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  Hartford  county.  He 
was  born  in  Herefordslnre,  England,  and  located 
in  Farn>ington  about  1640.  In  Oct.,  1669,  his  name 
is  on  the  list  of  freemen;  and  in  1672  he  was  one 
of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  that  town.  The 
following  year  he  was  one  of  the  preliminary 
committee  to  visit  what  -is  now  Waterbury,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  land  for  settlement, 
and  the  same  year  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for 
"Hberty  of  planting  same."  He  signed  the  articles, 
but  did  not  join  the  new  settlement.  He  died 
Sept.  13,  1689. 


(II)  Samuel  Newell,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  1O60,  and  was  married,  Dec.  20,  16S3,  to  Mary 
Hart,  daugiiter  of  Thomas  and  Ruth  (Hawkins) 
Hart.  He  held  the  mihiary  rank  of  ensign,  and  died 
l"eb.  15,  1753. 

(III)  Sanuiel  Newell,  son  of  Samuel,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Farmington  Feb.  19,  1686,  and  was  mar- 
ried, Aug.  8,  17 ID,  to  Sarah  Norton,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ruth  (Moore)  Norton.  He  located  in 
the  south  end  of  Southington  Parish,  and  there 
died  Feb.  11,  1751. 

(1\  )  Asahel  Newell,  born  :\Iay  5,  1725,  was 
the  son  of  Samricl,  Jr.,  and  also  lived  in  the  scutli 
end  of  Southington,  where  he  died  April  5,  1769: 
He  married  Ilannah  Woodrutt,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Lydia  (Smith)  Wcodruft. 

(\')  Samuel  Newell,  son  of  Asahel,  was  born 
Jan.  28,  1763,  and  was  married  Dec.  11,  178'),  to 
iMartha  Lewis,  daughter  of  Lenuiel  and  Sarah 
(Royce)  Lewis.    He  died  Aug.  13,  1804. 

(\  F)  Levi  Newell,  son  of  Samuel,  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  June  28,  1792,  and 
married  Julia  Hamlin.    He  died  Oct.  15,  1869. 

(\TI)  Henry  J.  Newell,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Southington  Jan.  9,  1S27,  and 
was  married,  Sept.  8,  1863,  to  Sophia  Bayrer,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  ^lary  (Rexroth)  Bayrer, 
of  the  ^Marion  District  of  Southington,  formerly  of 
Erbach,  in  Odcn  Wald,  Germany.  By  that  union 
two  children  were  born:  Henry  H.,  our  subject; 
and  Layette,  wife  of  Edwin  S.  Todd.  By  a  former 
marriage  the  father  also  had  two  children :  George,, 
deceased ;  and  Flora  J. 

(VIII)  Henry  H.  Newell,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  grew  to  manhood  in  Southington, 
and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools.    He  began 
business  life  as  a  partner  of  Newell  &  Todd,  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  at  ^^larion,  in  1888, 
1  and  in  1889  continued  the  same  business  as  a  part- 
j  ner  of  his  father.    When  his  father  died,  two  years 
!  later,  he  succeeded  to  the  establishment,  which  he 
has  since  carried  on  in  a  highly  commendable  man- 
ner.   He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man, 
of  known  reliability,  and  enjoys  a  good  trade.  On 
April  23,  1893,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lillian  Dunham,  a  daughter  of  Dwight  and 
Laura  Dunham,  of  Southington,  and  to  this  union 
two  children  have  been  born,  Ruth  and  Gladys, 
i  ]\Ir.  Newell  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
j  and  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  served  as 
postmaster  of  Marion  since  1894.    Socially  he. is 
a  member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  75,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

NORMAN  aDELBERT  BARNES,  the  well- 
known  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  .\twater  Man- 
j  ufacturing  Co.,  and  a  prominent  business  man  of 
!  Southington,  was  born  in  Marion,  in  that  town^ 
I  Aug.  18,  1843,  and  is  a  representative  of  quite  an  old 
I  Coimecticut  family,  tracing  his  ancestry  back  to 
i  Stephen  and  ]Marv  Barnes,  who  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Branford,  Conn.,  and  v/ere  from 
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Long  Islaiul.  Tlioir  son  Stcplion  was  born  Tan. 
2,  1704,  aiul  was  married,  Jan.  ■;,  ijjo,  to  Martha 
Whcadon,  of  IJrantord.  They  removed  from  Bran- 
ford  to  Sonthinjjtun  during  its  early  settlement,  and 
loeated  in  the  soutliwcstern  part  of  the  town,  where 
he  died  Mareh  -'7,  1777,  and  his  wife  March  iS, 
1773,  the  latter  being  the  first  interred  in  the  Plants- 
ville  cemetery. 

Jonathan  Barnes,  son  of  Stephen  and  ^lartha 
(W'iieadcn)  Barnes,  was  born  Feb.  2,  1731,  and  was 
married.  Aug.  4,  1757,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Hezckiah  and  Sarah  Macon)  Woodruff,  of  South- 
ington.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1807,  and  she  Feb.  8,  1814. 
Uheir  son,  Jcel  Barnes,  was  born  in  1779.  and  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Jared  and 
Elizabeth  ( Tyler)  Stevens,  of  Southington.  He 
died  March  15,  1S19,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
Aug.  13,  1827.  Their  children  were  Caroline,  wife 
of  Lewis  Botsford  ;  Xorman  S. ;  Matilda,  wife  of 
Joseph  Xeal :  Emma,  wife  of  Lambert  E.  Sloper; 
Rosanna,  wife  of  Alfred  Lewis;  Joel  H.,  the  father 
of  our  subject ;  and  Reuben.  Joel  FL  Barnes,  a  me- 
chanic by  trade,  was  born  in  Southington  June  7, 
1813,  and  was  married.  Aug.  28.  183O,  to  Anna 
E.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Seth  and  Chloe  (B.ailey) 
Clark.  Their  children  were  Franklin  H. ;  r\Iatilda 
A.;  Norman  A.,  our  subject;  and  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
William  Cook. 

Reared  in  Southington,  Xorman  A.  Barnes  ac- 
quired a  good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  Lewis  Academy,  and  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  teacher,  an  occupation  he  followed  suc- 
cessfully for  six  or  eight  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  clerking  in  the  store  of  Amon  Bradley  &  Co., 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  firm.  In  1866  he  em- 
barked in  mercantile  business  with  ^Nlerit  X'.  Wood- 
ruff, as  ^L  X.  Woodruti"  &  Co..  and  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  for  two  years,  ^^'he^  the  -Fltna  Xut 
Co.  was  organized,  in  1S68,  he  was  elected  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  same,  a  position  he  held 
for  about  four  years.  Fie,  with  others,  was  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  velocipedes  for 
about  a  year,  and  then  removed  to  Simsbury,  where 
he  was  accountant  for  the  distilleiy  firm  of 
iam  Konold  &  Bro.  for  five  years.  In  1873  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  George  W.  !M.  Reed  &  Co., 
wholesale  merchants  of  Xew  Haven,  and  remained 
with  them  until  1878,  when  he  btcame  connected 
with  the  Atwater  ]\Ianufacturing  Co.,  of  Southing- 
ton. He  v/as  soon  elected  to  th.e  oftices  of  secretary 
and  treasurer,  which  position  he  has  held  ever 
since,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  company, 
and  with  credit  to  himself. 

On  Oct.  9,  1873,  Mr.  Barnes  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  B.  Bradlcv,  a  daughter  of 
Amon  and  Sylvia  (  Barnes)  Bradley,  of  Southing- 
ton. She  died  June  30,  1897,  leaving  one  son,  Brad- 
ley H.,  who  was  born  Jan.  27.  1883.  Religiously 
Mr.  Barnes  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Southington,  and  fraternallv  he  belongs  to 
Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  the  same 


place.     His  political  sui^jjort  is  always  given  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
I  since  the  consolidation  of  the  school  districts  he 
I  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation,  at  the  present  writing  (1899)  serving  as 
j  president  of  that  body. 

MISS  HELEX  ^I.  KIXG,  the  present  historian 
i  of  Sybil  Dwight  Kent  Chapter,  of  the  D.  A.  R..  at 
!  Suftield,  is  the  only  representative  in  that  locality 
j  of  a  well-known  family,  her  father,  the  late  Abel 
i  King,  having  been  for  many  years  a  leading  busi- 
!  ness  man  of  the  town. 

j        As  the  only  xhild  and  heir  of  his  large  estate, 
I  [Nliss  King  became  familiar  with  business  methods 
!  under  his  instruction,  and  so  capable  did  she  prove 
i  to  be  as  a  pupil  that  in  his  later  years  he  regarded 
her  as  a  valued  adviser.    She  still  takes  personal 
control  of  lier  business,  managing  it  with  rare 
I  skill  and  discretion,  her  securities  being  among  the 
j  most  desirable  held  in  the  town.    To  a  careful  edu- 
j  cation,  obtained  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
!  tute,  at  Suffield,  she  has  added  by  a  liberal  course 
j  of  reading,  and  as  her  summers  are  always  spent  in 
I  travel  she  has  learnea  much  by  observation,  giv- 
!  ing  her  a  most  intelligent  view  of  life  and  making 
j  her  conversation  full  of  interest.     She  is  prom- 
1  inent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Suffield,  and  is  a 
j  generous  contributor  to  local  philanthropies  and  to 
j  the  work  of  the  Iiaptist  Church,  of  which  her  par- 
1  ents  were  also  members.    Among  other  organiza- 
I  tions  to  which  she  belongs  is  the  Suffield  Woman's 
j  Club,  a  reading  society,  and  she  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  local  chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  her  num- 
ber in  the  order  being  15,464. 
j        The  King  family  is  of  Colonial  stock,  an.d  our 
I  subject's  ancestors  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
I  of  Ipswich,  Alass.    The  first  of  whom  we  have  any 
definite  account  was  James  King,  who  was  born 
probably  in  England,  and  is  known  to  have  lo- 
cated in  Ipswich  prior  to  1672.     About   1C7S  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Suffield,  of  which  town  he 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 

(II)  James  King,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was  born 
at  Ipswich.  Mass.,  Mareh  14,  1675,  and  probably 
came  to  Suftield  with  his  father.    He  amassed  a 
considerable  landed  estate,  which  is  still  enjoyed  by 
his  descendants.    He  was  married,  June  23.  1698, 
to  Elizabeth  Huxley,  daughter  of  Thomas  Huxley, 
of  Hartford,  Conn.    She  died  Aug.  20,  1745.  and 
!  he  survived  her  some  years,  dying  July  15.  1757. 
j        (HI)  Ebenezer  King,  son  of  James  King  (11), 
was  born  Dec.  8,  1706,  and  died  Jur.c  17,  1781.  On 
i  Tslarch  30,  1727,  he  married  Abigail  Seymour. 

(IV)  Dan  King,  son  of  Ebenezer  King,  was 
born  Oct.  11,  1741.  and  died  at  East  Suffield  Sept. 
I,  1833,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  On  Sept.  13, 
1767,  he  married,  for  his  first  v.'ife.  Thankful  Brown- 
son,  by  whom  he  has  a  son  Benoni. 

(V)  Benoni  King,  son  of  Dan  King,  born  (~)ct. 
22,   1774,  died  Aug.   12,   1854,  aged  seventy- nine 
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years,  nine  ir.oiulis  and  twenty  days.  Kv  occupa- 
tion lie  was  a  farmer.  On  June  15.  1797,  he  mar- 
ried rarncl  I'armalee.  who  (lied  Jan.  15.  184.^.  ai;od 
seventy-three  year>  and  three  month-.  Thcv  had 
the  fo'l'iwing  children:  Jemima  M..  born  }*Iav  29, 
iSo-o.  died  Oct.  I.  1829,  unmarried:  Abel,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ;  and 
Maria,  born  Nov.  11,  iSoq.  married  Hcury  But- 
ton, and  died  in  Xew  Haven  SeiH.  7.  iSSc).  leaving 
one  child,  Robert  E.  Button,  who  is  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer on  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Ilaveit  &  Hartford 
railroad. 

(  Abel  King,  the  father  of  our  subiect, 

wa^  born  Dee.  9,  l^o4,  in  East  screc-i,  Sulnela.  and 
died  Jan.  19,  1S90,  aged  eighty-tive  years,  one  month 
and  ten  days.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  time,  such  as  thev  were,  and,  as  he 
possessed  a  strong  and  active  intellect,  he  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities,  mathematics  being  his 
favorite  study.  His  boyhood  was  spent  upon  a 
farm,  but  in  his  "teens  he  was  in  poor  health,  and 
no  one  thought  that  he  would  live  to  old  age.  His 
father  had  but  a  small  farm,  and  was  unable  to  give 
him  a  start  in  life,  but  he  began  his  mercantile  career 
as  a  small  grocervman  near  Boston  Xeck.  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Francis.  They  prospered  from 
the  start,  and  after  a  time  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, yir.  King  retiring,  and  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  of  cigar  boxes,  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful.  His  factory  at  Boston  Xeck  had  water 
power,  Mr.  King  having  built  a  dam  at  that  point, 
and  he  also  equipped  the  mill  witli  machinery  for 
grinding  grain,  to  accommodate  the  farmers  of 
that  vicinity.  He  was  well  known  as  a  straight- 
forward business  man.  and  this  reputation  stood  him 
in  good  stead  when  he  began  the  business  of  buy- 
ing tobacco  from  farmers.  In  those  days  tobacco 
was  bought  from  farmers  and  packed  at  home,  and 
then  sold  to  Xew  York  and  Philadelphia  dealers 
by  the  packers  instead  of  the  crrowers.  Allen 
Loomis  was  ^Iv.  King's  partner  in  many  of  his 
early  ventures,  and  later  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  Xeland  Loomis.  For  many  years  he 
was  associated  with  the  best  men  of  Sutifield.  but 
as  his  wealth  increased  he  carried  on  operations 
alone.  Failing  health  caused  him  to  give  up  general 
business,  and  in  1864  he  sold  the  mill  and  retired 
from  active  business. 

Although  he  seemed  weak  physically,  Mr.  King 
was  of  good  build  and  well  proportioned,  and  had 
an  excellent  constitution,  as  he  came  of  a  robust 
family.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  with 
a  keen  regard  for  the  value  of  his  vote,  but  as  a 
business  man  he  could  not  neglect  his  private  af- 
fairs for  politics.  He  was  well  posted  on  current 
events,  and  read  papers  daily,  but  was  not  a  book- 
worm. In  disposition  he  was  quiet,  and  although 
inclined  to  sociability  was  a  man  of  few  words, 
being  seldom  known  to  argue.  For  many  years  he 
resided  in  Boston  Xeck,  later  removing  to  .Suffield. 
where  he  remodeled  his  home  and  spent  his  last 


years  in  comfort.  While  he  was  fond  of  travel, 
his  business  kept  him  from  indulging  his  taste  to 

!  any  great  extent  until  declining  strength  made  him 

'  prefer  the  quiit  of  liome  life.  On  April  7,  1831.  he 
married  }»liss  Aurelia  Cierald.  by  wliom  he  had 
one  child,  our  subject. 

[Mrs.  Aurelia  (Gerald)  King  was  born  Sept. 
22,  1804.  at  Warren.  \"t.,  and  tlied  Dec.  23,  1SS5, 
her  remains  being  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
Sufiield,  where  her  husband  was  also  laid  a  few- 
years  afterward.    She  came  of  an  excellent  family, 

;  and  her  great-grandfather.  Thomas  Gerald,  came 
from  Scotland  in  Colonial  times  and  settled  in  East 

.  Hartfortl.  Wiieii  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out 
he  enlisted  from  that  town  in  the  American  army, 
and  his  gallant  service  is  a  source  of  just  pride  to 
his  descendants.  Flis  only  son,  Thomas,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried Asenath  Hastings,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hast- 
ings, of  Suffield,  and  removed  to  Warren.  \'t..  where 
he  was  an  early  settler,  and  during  the  war  of  1812 
he  met  his  death  while  serving  as  a  soldier.  His 
widow  then  returned  to  Suffield,  bringing  her  seven 
children,  among  whom  was  Aurelia,  our  subject's 
mother. 

GEORGE  LUCIUS  WARXER.  There  are  in 
every  community  men  of  great  force  of  character 
I  and  exceptional  ability,  who  by  reason  of  their  ca- 
pacity for  leadership  became  recognized  as  foremost 
citizens,  and  bear  a  most  important  ]iart  in  public 
aifairs.  Such  a  man  is  Air.  \\'arner,  who  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  agricultm'al  and  political 
interests  of  West  Stiffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Connecti- 
cut. 

!Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  Warnertown,  W'est 
j  Suffield,  Jan.  24,  1858,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
!  tive  of  one  of  its  most  prominent  families.  The 
I  Warner  family  was  founded  in  Suffield  probably 
1  about  1690,  by  John  Warner,  who  married  Eliza- 
I  beth  Mighel.  Their  family  was  as  follows :  John, 
!  born  ^^lay  i,  1694;  Sarah,  Sept.  7,  1696;  Eleanor, 
!  April  13,  1698;  Daniel.  July  23,  1700;  Samuel.  Feb. 
j  3.  1702 ;  Elizabeth,  May  27,  1705  ;  and  Samuel,  Aug. 
I  1707- 

!  Tohn  Warner  married  Elizabeth  French  in  1722, 
I  and  their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1722  ;  John.  Aug.  9,  1723  ;  Sarah,  July  26,  1727  ; 
Daniel,  June  30.  1729;  Xathaniel,  Aug.  9,  1731  ; 
Thankful,  Dec.  5,  173 — ;  Richard,  Dec.  3.  1735: 
Samuel,  April  5,  1738;  Moses,  March,  1741  ;  and 
Aaron,  June  i,  1746. 

John  Warner  married  Mary   ,  probably 

in  1754,  and  their  children  were:  John,  born  in 
1756;  Richard,  l>orn  in  1758;  and  Isaac,  born  Aug. 
24,  1760.    All  three  lived  in  West  Suffield. 

Isaac  Warner  was  a  large  land  owner  in  the  town, 
and  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess in  his  life  work,  and  was  quite  a  prominent 
man  in  his  day.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religious  faith  was  a  P.aptist.    On  March  8, 
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17S6.  ho  MUirricil  Adah  I'licliis,  ami  hotli  ho  ami  his  I 
wifo  clioil  on  thoir  farii\  in  W'arnortown.  iho  latter  | 
July  20.  1824,  and  woro  huriod  in  the  Piioljis  come-  I 
tery  near  that  i>laoo.      In  their  family  were  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Adah,  horn  Aug;.  2.  1786:  Isaac, 
Jan.  5,  1788;  Julia,  July  24,  I7t)0:  Curtis,  June  5, 
1793:  Stillman,  Sept.  1,  i7')7;  and  Moriah.  Aug. 
17,.  t7y9- 

Isaac  Warner  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  W'arnerlown,  acquired  his  literary  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  obtained 
an  excellent  know  ledge  of  farnu'ng,  which  he  made 
bis  life  work.  Tie.  to'^.  \,;!s  in  extensive  land 
owner,  and  very  successful  in  Inisiness.  On  June  i, 
1815,  he  married  ^liss  Sarah  Phelps,  and  both  died 
on  their  farm,  he  on  Nov.  13,  187 1,  being  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Phelps  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
Isaac  Lucius,  father  of  our  subject,  born  March 
6,  1816  :  William  WintUrop,  born  Dec.  4,  181S;  and 
Julia  Ann  Sarah,  born  Xov.  2,  1822,  wife  of  Lavatus 
Noble.     All  are  now  deceased. 

Isaac  L.  \\'arner,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  W'arnertown.  and  after  attending  the  district 
schools  for  some  time  he  became  one  of  the  first 
students  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  where 
he  prepared  himself  for  teaching.  He  taught  in 
the  public  schools  of  Southwick,-  Mass.,  and  Xorth 
Granbv,  Conn.,  during  the  winter  months,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  through  the  summer  season.  He 
owned  200  acres  of  valuable  land  and  made  his 
home  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  be- 
ing extensively  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock 
raising,  dairying  and  tobacco  culture.  He  erected 
a  fine  residence  upon  the  place,  good  barns  and  to- 
bacco sheds,  and  made  many  other  improvements. 
He  died  there  Jan.  29,  1S87.  and  was  buried  in  the 
\\'est  Suffield  cemeterv.  He  was  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  and  was  quite  popular  with  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a 
Democrat.  At  Summer  Hill,  X.  Y..  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  January,  1856,  to  Miss  Laura  M.  Hatha- 
way, a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sybil  (Bassett) 
Hathaway,  and  granddaughter  of  Ebenezer  Hatha- 
way, Sr.,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Our 
subject  is  the  only  child  born  of  this  union,  and 
his  mother,  who  is  a  refined  and  highly-respected 
lady,  still  resides  with  him  on  the  home  farm. 

George  L.  Warner  is  also  indebted  to  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute 
for  his  education.  Reared  on  the  home  farm,  he 
soon  obtained  an  excellent  knowdedge  of  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  has  made  that  occupation  his 
life  work.  Like  his  father  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
tobacco  growing,  stock  raising  and  dairying,  and 
has  also  prospered  in  his  undertakings.  On  April 
25,  1894,  in  West  Suffield,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Iiss  Mattie  May  Root,  a  beautiful  and 
cultured  young  lady,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Francis 
C.  Root,  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  West  Suf- 
field.   They  have  one  son,  Edwin  George. 


j        Mr.  \\'arner  is  one  of  the  most  i^rominent  rep- 
I  resontalives  of  the  I  democratic  party  in  his  cum- 
I  munity,  and  in  the  fall  of  1898  was  a  candidate  t^ir 
the  Stale  Legislature,  but  failed  of  election,  ai  tlie 
party  is  largely  in  the  minority  in  Sutlield  town. 
He  has  been  a  member  c^f  the  school  committee,  and 
j  is  quite  popular  in  educational,  social  and  political 
circles. 

SHERMAX  FHXX  GUERXSEY,  a  member  of 
the  tinn  of  X'eal  &  Guernsey,  leading  druggists  of 
Southington,  was  born  in  I'lymouth,  Conn.,  Xov. 
4,  1844.  and  is  a  rcjiresentativc  of  an  honored  old 
famiiy,  whose  identitication  with  the  State  dales 
from  its  earliest  settlement. 

Tradition  says  that  John  Guernsey,  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  family  in  America,  emigrated  from  the 
Isle  of  Guernsey,  near  England,  and  located  in  ^Mil- 
ford,  Conn.  (II)  Joseph  Guernsey,  son  of  John, 
appears  at  Milford  in  1638,  not  as  a  planter,  but  as 
an  after  planter.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Coley,  Sr.,  /\pril  10,  1673.  (Ill)  Joseph 
Guernsey  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  January  13, 
1674,  and  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Disbrow,  of 
Horseneck,  who  probably  died  in  ]\Iilford,  and 
(second)  her  sister,  Eleanor  Disbrow.  Later  he 
removed  to  Woodbury,  where  his  wife  died  Sept. 
15'  1/53'  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  he  died 
Sept.  15,  1754,  aged  eighty.  (IV)  Joseph  Guernsey 
(3),  son  of  Joseph  (2),  was  born  in  1700,  married 
Rachel  ^Merchant,  and  lcx:ated  in  Waterbury.  (\') 
Abijah  Guernsey,  son  of  Joseph  (3),  was  born  about 
1743,  and  married  Lticy  Pellamy,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Bellamy,  D.  D.,  of  Woodbury ;  she  died  ]NIay 
22,  1819,  aged  sixty  years.  Plis  second  wife  was 
named  Araminta.  (YI)  William  Guernsey,  the  third 
child  of  Abijah,  was  born  Jan.  25,  17S4,  and  was 
married  iNIarch  13,  1805,  to  Hannah  Parker,  of 
Wallingford,  by  whom  he  had  five  children:  X'ancy 
Ann,  Joshua  Sherman,  Philena,  John  J.  and  Rebecca. 
(\TIj  Joshua  Sherman  Guernsey,  son  of  William, 
was  born  in  Watertown,  Sept.  27,  1807.  As  a  case- 
maker  he  worked  in  the  clock  shops  at  Terryville, 
but  he  clied  in  Plymouth  April  1 1,  1S44,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-seven  years.  He  married  Lucy  E.,  daughter 
of  Giles  Fenn,  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  later  in  life  a 
farmer,  who  died  in  Thomaston,  Sept.  10,  1887. 
By  this  tmion  were  born  three  children  who  grew  to 
maturity:  William  R.,  Charles  E.,  and  Sherman  F., 
our  subject. 

After  receiving  a  common-school  education  Sher- 
man F.  Guernsey  left  home,  in  i8(>o,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  two  and  a  half  years  at  the 
drug  business,  and  later  was  employed  for  a  year 
and  half  in  another  drug  store  of  that  city.  The 
following  two  years  he  spent  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug 
store  in  Plainville,  and  on  Jan.  i.  1867,  he  located  in 
Winstod,  Conn.,  where,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
I'ond  &  Guernsey,  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
for  three  years  and  three  months.    i)n  selling  (nit 
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he  rcuiiiioi.1  to  Hartford,  where  lie  was  en<jag-ed  in 
the  same  line  ot  trade  for  li\e  and  a  half  \  tars,  and 
in  the  sprinj;-  of  1S76  eaine  to  Sonthingt'tn.  where 
for  three  years  he  served  as  a  drrg  clu-k.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  a^^ain  eml)ark..d  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  as  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  Pratt, 
Neale  &  Co.,  afterward  Xeale,  Guernsey  ^  Co.,  and 
since  1SS6  Xeale  &  Guernsey.  They  carry  a  well- 
selected  stock  of  drugs,  patent  medicines,  etc.,  and 
have  one  of  the  leading  business  houses  of  the 
village. 

On  June  29,  i8Cx),  .Mr.  Guernsey  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  I  I.-.ttie  K.  !\arne-.  a  dauditer  of 
Ransom  and  Jane  (^I'ettitJ  Uarnes,  of  Piainville, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Howard  C.  Socially  Mr. 
Guernsey  is  a  member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  33, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  religiously  is  an  influential  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  work,  and  is  now  serving  as  deacon  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
hcan  party ;  he  represented  Southington  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1S97,  is  now  chairman  of  the  town 
school  committee,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Lewis 
high  school  committee.  Our  subject's  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  and  perseverance,  and  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  ow'n  un- 
aided efforts.  .  ^ 

JOHN  CHESTER  WARXER.  a  leading  and 
influential  member  of  the  agricultural  community 
of  Wethersfield,  was  born  in  that  town  July  10, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Horace  ana  Abigail  H, 
(Hillis)  Warner,  of  whom  more  extended  mention 
is  made  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  William 
H.  Warner,  elsewhere. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  later  he  attended  the  W^ethersfield  Academy, 
the  South  school  of  Hartford,  and  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  Poughkecpsie,  X.  Y.,  graduating 
from  the  last  named  institution.  His  early  life  was 
spent  under  the  parental  roof.  IMr.  Warner  began 
his  business  career,  when  a  young  man,  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  seed  firm  of  Comstock,  Ferre 
&  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  eight  years,  travel- 
ing through  the  X'ew  England  States,  Xew  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  ^laryland.  Subse- 
quently he  was  similarly  employed  by  the  firm  of 
A.  H.  Dunlap  &  Sons,  seed  merchants  of  Xashua, 
N.  H.,  with  whom  he  spent  six  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  period  returned  to  Wethersfield  to  resume 
the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared.  He 
now  makes  his  home  on  Broad  street,  and  in  con- 
nection with  general  farming  is  interested  in  da'ry- 
ing,  stock  raising,  tobacco  culture  and  seed  grow- 
ing. He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  business  man, 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with  marked 
success,  not  confining  his  attention  entirely  to  agri- 
cultural lines,  for  he  is  a  stockholder  in  a  bank, 
railroad  and  insurance  company,  and  is  a  stock- 


I  holder  in  and  president  of  the  Warner  &  r>ailey 
I  Clothing  Co.,  of  Hartford. 

I        On  Dciz.  17,  1884,  Mr.  Warner  was  united  in 
i  marriage  with  }vliss  Mar\-  Sophia  Hale,  a  native  of 
i  \\"ethersfic!d,  and  a  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Mary 
j  Sophia  (Welles)  Hale,  whose  home  is  also  on  Broad 
street,  Weth.orsfield.    The  father  was  born  in  that 
town  Xov.  13,  iSjo,  a  son  of  .simecn  and  Lucy 
(Covell)  Hale,  and  the  n;nther  w"as  born  April  19, 
i8jr,  a  daughter  of  Gurdon  and  Sophia  (Wood- 
house)  Welles.    He  died  Dec.  18,  1899. 

^Ir.  Warner  attends  the  J'4iiscopal  Church,  while 
i  his  wife  hokh_  memlK^rslnp  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  is  connected  with  the  Grange.  Since  attaining 
his  majority  he  has  aililiated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  for  twenty  years  he  served  most  eltec- 
i  tively  as  district  chairman  of  the  County  Demo- 
cratic Committte.  fie  takes  a  deep  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
county,  and  his  genial,  pleasant  manner  makes  him 
very  popular  with  all  classes  and  wins  him  many 
friends. 

L.  B.  GRIFFIX'.  The  attractions  of  this  favored 
region  are  most  esteemed  by  those  who  have  trav  eled 
widely,  and  are  prepared  to  appreciate  the  beauties 
of  its  scenery  and  the  charm  of  a  cultured  and  refined 
social  life.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  retired 
manufacturer  residing  at  \\'arehouse  Point,  has 
made  a  wise  choice  of  a  spot  for  a  permanent  home, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  a  valuable  acvquisition  in  the 
best  circles  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  Griffin  was  born  Sept.  24,  1842,  at  Xorth 
Hartland,  \'t.,  and  comes  of  good  Xew  England 
stock.  His  youth  was  spent  chiefly  in  his  native  vil- 
lage, and  after  completing  a  course  in  the  local 
schools  he  attended  Kimball  Cnion  Academy,  in 
Meriden,  X.  PL,  for  a  time.  In  i852  he  was  engaged 
in  manufacturing  guns  at  Windsor,  \T.,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Lampson,  Goodnow  &  Yale,  who  had  a  gov- 
ernment contract,  continuing  about  four  years.  In 
1866  he  went  to  Amherst,  !\Iass.,  to  enter  the  employ 
of  the  Roper  Gun  Co.,  and  in  1868  was  employed 
by  the  Smith  &  Wesson  Arms  Co.,  of  Springfield, 
3ilass.  His  tliorough  knowledge  of  the  business, 
combined  with  rare  executive  ability,  gained  him 
a  high  reputation  in  his  line  of  work,  ar.d  in  1871  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Winchester  Repeating 
Arms  Co.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  18SS,  meanwhile  advancing  from  tool 
maker  to  assistant  superintendent  of  the  gun  de- 
partment ;  they  removed  their  works  to  X'ew  Haven 
in  1872.  After  leaving  their  employ  he  went  to 
Crayford,  England,  as  superintendent  of  the  small 
arms  factory  of  the  Alaxim  &  X'ordcnfelt  Gun  & 
.\mmunition  Co.,  remaining  until  January.  1889, 
when  lie  returned  to  America.  Having  decided  to 
retire  from  business,  he  located  at  \V'arehouse  Point, 
where  he  has  entered  heartily  into  various  progres- 
sive movements.  His  interest  in  educatinnal  af- 
fairs has  been  shown  bv  effective  work  on  the  Fuist 
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Wiiulsor  school  board,  to  which  lie  was  clccicd  in 
1890,  and  again  in  189(1,  while  he  is  also  a  trusted 
adviser  in  the  local  IXniocraiic  org^ani^ation.  While 
in  Xew  llavcn  he  served  as  alderman  from  the 
Ninth  ward  from  iS8t  to  1S83.  Socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  (Jrder,  beinq;  a  member 
of  \"ermont  Lodge,  Xo.  18,  V.  &  A.  M.,  at  Windsor, 
Vermont. 

On  April  19,  1863,  Mr.  GrifHn  married  Miss 
Addie  A.  Stocker,  wlm  died  Xov.  13,  1867,  leaving 
one  son,  William  11.,  now  a  resilient  of  Xew  Haven. 
On  April  19,  1S73,  he  married  Aliss  Annie  E.  Dun- 
ham, oi  \\"areIiuL.-c  Puint.  Their  only  child,  Carrie 
P.,  died  in  infancy. 

JUSTUS  L.  BULKLEY.  The  family  to  which 
Justus  L.  Bulkley  belongs  claims  descent  from  an 
English  clergyman,  Peter  P>uiklcy.  Gershom 
Bulkley,  his  son,  who  married  Sarah  Chauncev,  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  be  born  on  American  soil. 
Their  son  Edward,  was  born  at  Concord,  Mass.,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
where  he  died  Aug.  27,  174S.  He  married  Dorothy 
Prescott,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  one  of 
whom,  Peter  Bulklev,  was  the  progenitor  of  Justus 
L.  Bulkley. 

Peter  Bulkley  was  horn  Alarch  11,  1712,  and 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  beinsr  Abigail 
Curtis,  to  whom  he  was  united  April  2,  1741, 
and  who  died  Xov.  27,  1762.  C)n  Jan.  26,  1769,  he 
married  Christian  Smith.  He  was  for  some  time 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Hartford  county,  and  his 
life  was  mainly  devoted  to  farming.  He  died  April 
4,  1776.  His  children  were  Joseph,  who  was  born 
Jan.  28,  1742,  and  married  Hilary  \Mlliams,  May  3, 
•1776;  Abigail,  born  April  13.  1743,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Nathaniel  ^Miller,  of  Rocky  Hill ;  Oliver, 
born  Dec.  5,  1744,  who  died  at  sea  in  1776;  Solo- 
mon, born  [March  21,  1747,  who  married  2\Iartha 
Williams  Jan.  6,  1776;  Dorothy,  born  July  17,  1749, 
who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Justus,  born  Dec.  24, 
1752,  who  married  Mabel  Boardman  March  27, 
1781,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Lucretia  Church- 
ill, and  later  Mehitabel  Culver. 

The  eldest  of  this  family,  Joseph  Bulkley,  who 
was  born  Jan.  28,  1742,  married  ]Mary  Williams 
May  3,  1776.  She  was  born  Jan.  3,  1756,  and  died 
Dec.  23,  1848.  Her  father  was  Moses  Williams, 
a  prominent  merchant  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  for  many 
years  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  also  represented 
his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  children 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Bulkley  were :  ]Vlary,  born  Dec. 
18,  1778,  who  married  Joseph  Butler:  Rhoda,  born 
Jan.  21,  1781,  who  married  Wyllis  Williams:  Ralph, 
born  Sept.  14,  1783,  who  became  the  husband  of 
Elizabeth  Bradford:  John,  born  Oct.  28,  1785,  who 
died  June  6,  1806:  Edmund,  born  Dec.  6,  1787, 
married  to  Nancy  Rribbins ;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  28, 
1789,  who  graduated  from  Yale  University  in  18 ro, 
was  for  thirty-six  years  a  practicing  lawyer  in  New 
York  City,  and  passed  away  at  Rocky  Hill  on  March 


i  21,  1S51  ;  Henry,  born  Jan.  II,  1793,  married  to 
I  Martha  Tucker ;  and  Walter  Williams,  born  Sept. 
!  ^5-  ^797>  ^^■'''J  marrie(.l  Lucy  Robbins. 
I        The  children  of  Edmund  and  Xaucy  (Robbins) 
!  Bulkley  were:  Joseph  Edmund,  born  Feb.  9,  1812, 
j  married  Mary  Lawrence  Bicknell ;  Justus  Jvobbins, 
born  June  15,    1813,    married    ^lary    R.  Adams; 
Julius  Huntington,  born  ?\larcli  9,   181 5,  died  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  30,  1833;  Susan  Mansfield, 
born  April  30,  1825,  died  of  cliolera  in  New  York, 
Sept.  30,  1832. 

Joseph  Edmund  Bulkley,  the  father  of  Justus 
;  L.,  w?i?  b'^rn  at  Rockv  Hill,  Feb.  9,  1812.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  he  left  home,  going  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  took  a  clerical  position.  Early 
in  life,  however,  he  established  himself  in  the  whole- 
sale hide  and  leather  business,  in  which,  through  in- 
dustry and  diligence,  he  built  up  and  carried  on  an 
j  extensive  and  lucrative  trade,  later  becoming  an 
importer.  As  his  sons  reached  maturity,  he  asso- 
ciated them  with  himself  as  co-partners.  He  mar- 
ried on  Oct.  23,  1837,  }^Irs.  Mary  Lawrence  Bick- 
nell, a  daughter  of  John  Lawrence,  of  Newport,  R. 
I.  They  adopted  a  daughter  by  the  name  of  Eliza- 
beth L.,  who  married  George  A.  Wells.  Their 
own  children  were  as  follows :  Edmund  William, 
born  Oct.  2,  1838,  and  married  to  Caroline  J. 
Turner;  Justus  Law'rence,  born  July  4,  1840;  Jo- 
sephine, born  Dec.  13,  i84i.and  married  to  Theodore 
yi.  Barnes;  ]\Iary  L.,  born  Aug.  24,  1843,  '^^'^''O  be- 
came the  wife  of  Ferdinand  S.  Entz ;  and  Marguer- 
ite, born  June  13,  1847,  ^^'l^o  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  C.  Reed. 

Justus  L.  Bulkley  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York  July  14,  1840.  He  enjoyed  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages  in  youth,  and  graduated  from  the 
Washington  Institute  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  His 
education  completed,  he  at  once  began  in  earnest 
the  battle  of  life,  in  which  he  was  destined  to  achieve 
marked  success.  As  has  been  said,  his  father  and 
brother  were  engaged  in  the  importation  and  sale  of 
hides  and  leather,  and  conducted  an  extensive 
v.-holesale  trade  in  these  commodities.  He  entered 
their  establishment  as  a  clerk,  but  was  later  admit- 
ted to  the  firm, and  after  the  death  of  his  brotherand 
father  he  continued  alone  until  the  spring  of  1899, 
when  he  retired.  He  owns  the  old  family  home- 
stead at  Rocky  Hill,  where  every  summer  he  spends 
a  few  weeks,  the  place  being  endeared  to  him  by 
many  tender  and  pleasant  memories  of  his  child- 
hood, it  having  been  the  birthplace  of  both  his  father 
and  grandfather.  On  [May  15,  1871,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Laura  E.  Caldwell,  of  Germantown, 
Penn.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children: 
Joseph  E.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Colleege;  Josephine; 
and  Helen  C. 

OSCAR  BENJA^UN  MBERT,  breeder  of 
fancy  poultry,  Hazardville,  was  born  in  Fast  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  Feb.  2,^,  1842,  a  son  of  (  )!iver  and 
X'ancy  (Loomis)  Vibert,  both  natives  of  llartl'ord 
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county.  paternal  .L^randjiai  cms  wore  Timothy 

and  .\anc\-  i^Kisa-y)  \'il)jrt,  aL-o  natives  of  Hartford 
county:  his  maternal  i^raiKliather  was  lienjamin 
Loomis,  oi  W'indsorville,  a  niajor  in  the  militia 
during-  the  oUl  militia  days.  iloth  grandparents 
were  farmers. 

Oliver  X'ihert,  the  father  of  our  suhject,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  East  Hartford,  where  he  spent 
most  e>f  his  life,  but  died  in  Lilastonburv.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Oscar  B.,  Edwir..  Adelaide  (^Mrs.  W'm. 
Juckett  ),  Watson,  and  Xancy. 

Oscar  Lienjamin  \  ibert  was  reared  in  East  Hart- 
f(;i-(',  where  he  rece'ved  n  c^mnion  and  pri^•r^te 
school  education.  In  the  seventeenth  vear  of 
his  age  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
bootmaker's  trade,  serving  two  years.  Tlicn 
followed  a  brilliant  career  as  a  soldier,  Mr. 
Vibert  on  Aug.  19,  1861,  enlisting  in  Company 
A,  Seventh  Conn.  \'ol.  Inf. ;  he  re-enlisted  as  a  vet- 
€ian  in  December,  1S63,  in  the  same  companv  and 
regiment.  Ele  was  wounded  ?\lay  16,  1864,  at 
Drury's  Bluff,  \'a.,  and  was  transferred  to  the 
Seventeenth  Company,  Second  Battalion,  \'.  R.  C, 
Dec.  22,  1864.  and  was  honorably  discharged  Aug. 
S,  1865.  Mr.  \  ibert  participated  in  many  engage- 
ments, among  the  important  ones  being  those  at 
Fort  Pulaski,  Ga. :  James  Island.  S.  C. ;  Pocataligo, 
S.  C. ;  Morris  Island,  S.  C. ;  Fort  Wagner,  S.  C. ; 
Olustee,  Fla. ;  Chester  Station,  \'a. ;  Bernuida  Hun- 
dred, \"a. ;  and  Drury's  Bluff',  \'a.  At  the  latter 
engagement,  ]May  16,  1864,  a  bullet  struck  his  rifle 
and  left  hand,  and  burst,  knocking  him  senseless. 
Thirteen  pieces  of  lead  entered  his  head  and  face, 
and  eight  were  removed  by  Dr.  George  C.  Jarvis, 
of  Hartford,  on  the  field.  He  also  removed  one 
Oct.  9,  1868,  and  four  remained,  two  of  which  have 
since  come  out.  Mr.  \'ibert  participated  in  fre- 
quent expeditions  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  from 
Charleston,  S.  C,  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  which 
■divided  his  regiment  for  many  months  into  small 
"battalions,  one  of  which,  consisting  of  Companies 
A,  B,  I,  and  K,  under  command  of  Lieut. -Col.  Daniel 
C.  Rodman,  led  the  charge  on  ]\Iorris  Island,  S.  C, 
July  10,  1863,  and  at  Fort  Wagner,  July  11,  1863. 
The  attack  on  Fort  Wagner  was  made  at  night. 
The  Seventh  Connecticut  gained  and  carried  one 
front  of  the  fort,  but  the  supporting  regiments  were 
unable  to  endure  the  heavy  fire,  and  fell  back  in  dis- 
order before  reaching  the  fort,  leaving  the  Seventh 
Battalion  entirely  unsupported.  Holding  their  po- 
sitions more  than  an  hour,  nearly  surrounded  and 
■out-nuinbered  five  to  one,  their  only  officer,  Lieut. - 
Col.  Rodman,  dangerously  wounded,  and  no  rein- 
forcements being  sent  to  their  aid,  they  had  to  re- 
treat two  miles  down  an  open  beach,  under  ai 
enfilading  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  without 
cover  or  support,  losing  104  out  of  191  officers  and 
TTien.  The  general  commanding  reported  that  the 
"Seventh  Connecticut  has  covered  itself  with 
glory."  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  participants  m 
this  glory,  and  is  one  of  the  eleven  survivors  of  his 


I  company  that  fell  back  from  tlic  fort.    On  his  re- 
I  turn  from  the  war  he  located  in  East  Hartford, 
I  where  he  lived  until  189J:  th.en  removed  to  Haz- 
ardville,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

C)n  May  4,  1870,  in  Enfield,  Mr.  \'ibert  married 
Anna  K.,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  and  Mary  A. 
(.Ribble)  Scattergood,  natives  of  Philadelphia,  ami 
she  bore  him  two  children  :  Helena,  now  iMrs. 
Helena  A.  \  ibert  Pcirter,  who  has  one  daughter, 
Hazel  L  ;  and  Rollo  O.,  deceased,  yir.  \  ibert  was 
an  honorary  member  of  Rod.man  Post.  Xo.  65.  G. 
A.  R.,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  later  receiving  an 
honorable  discharrrc  on  his  removal  to  Hazard- 
ville.  Conn.    In  politics  he  is  a  Repul^lican. 

WILLIAM  S.  MORRIS,  one  of  Wethersfield's 
most  progressive  citizens  and  successful  market 
gardeners,  was  born  in  that  town  July  19,  1858. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather.  Aloses  Mor- 
ris, a  native  of  Aiassachusetts,  came  to  Connecti- 
cut when  a  young  man,  locating  in  Wethersfield, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  and  also  engaged  in  farming,  spending  the 
remainder  of  his  life  here.  While  driving  uome 
from  Hartford  he  fell  from  the  seat  of  his  wagon 
to  the  ground,  and  died  from  the  eff'ects  of  the  fall. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  \\'ethersfield  cem- 
etery. He  was  widely  known  and  hignlv  respected, 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  a  \\'hig.  In  Wethersfield 
he  married  Miss  Laura  Welles,  who  was  born 
!March  8,  1800,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna 
(Griswold  )  \\'elles,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Ozias 
Griswold.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Morris  were 
born  three  children :  Samuel  W.,  the  father  of 
our  subject :  Frank,  a  merchant  of  Columbia,  S.  C. ; 
and  John  M.,  who  was  a  chaplain  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  later  a  clerk  in  the  L'nited  States  Congress. 

Samuel  W.  Morris,  our  subject's  father,  attended 
school  in  Wethersfield,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts. In  early  life  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and  followed  the  same  throughout  his  busi- 
ness career  in  connection  with  farming.  He  spent 
three  years  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  from  there 
went  to  central  Illinois,  where  he  passed  the  fol- 
low^ing  four  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Weth- 
ersfield ;  he  subsequently  spent  four  years  in  X'orth 
and  South  Carolina,  at  the  end  of  that  time  again 
returning  to  Wethersfield,  and  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  lived  in  Hartford  county,  pass- 
ing his  last  days  in  X'ewington,  where  he  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Wethersfield.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In  Weth- 
ersfield he  married  Jane  Hastings  Savage,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  Savage,  and  sister  of  William  Savage. 
[A  sketch  of  the  Savage  family  will  be  found  else- 
where.] To  Sanuiel  W.  and  Jane  H.  (Savage) 
Morris  were  born  the  following  children:  I'rank 
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Savage,  wiio  died  at  the  at,a"  of  twcntv-six  years; 
William  S.,  our  subject;  Charles  H.,  who  died  at 
vthc  age  of  nineteeu  years;  Laura,  wiio  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen;  llaltie  E.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  ;  Mary,  wlio  died  at  tiie  age  of  thirteen; 
and  John  R.,  who  died  w  hen  young,  in  the  South. 
For  her  second  husband  the  mother  married  Charles 
S.  Daniels,  but  had  no  ehiUlren  by  that  union.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
various  removals,  and  his  early  education,  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  the 
South,  was  supp!emcr,teil  a  course  in  the  Wcth- 
ersfield  high  school.  Ihroughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  he  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  for  several  years  past  has  resided  on  the 
old  Savage  farm,  on  Broad  street,  Wethersfield, 
where  he  has  erected  a  fine  residence  and  made 
many  other  improvements,  which  add  greatly  to  the 
value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  Here 
he  is  extensively  engaged  in  market  gardening, 
finding  a  ready  sale  for  his  products  in  Hartford. 
Industrious,  energetic  and  enterprising,  he  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success  in  his  labors,  and  has 
become  quite  well-to-do. 

In  1887  Mr.  ]\Iorris  married  ]Miss  Emma 
Churchill,  a  native  of  Wethersfield,  and  a  datigh- 
ter  of  the  late  Stephen  Churchill,  a  sketch  of  whose 
family  is  given  elsewhere.  Our  sttbject  and  his 
wife  have  had  seven  children:  Frank  Stephen, Mabel 
Churchill,  Nellie  J.,  William  Savage  (deceased  at 
the  age  of  seven  years),  Emma  A.,  Ethel  3*Iay  and 
Alice  Ruth.  Politically  ]\ir.  ^Morris  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Grange,  to  which  latter  his  wife  also 
belongs.  They  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 

MISS  JULIET  XILES,  a  resident  of  W^indsor 
(Poquonock),  is  now  the  only  representative  in 
that  locality  of  a  family  which  has  long  held  a 
prominent  place  in  the  social,  political  and  busi- 
ness life  of  this  section.  The  old  homestead  in 
Poquonock.  where  she  resides,  has  been  occupied 
by  the  family  since  1780.  To  an  excellent  educa- 
tion, obtained  in  the  schools  of  Westfield,  ^lass., 
and  the  Pratt  Street  Seminary.  Hartford,  she  has 
added  throtigh  reading  and  observation,  and  she 
has  the  mental  and  physical  poise  which  accompany 
vigorous  health.  She  has  always  taken  a  lively  in- 
terest in  the  events  of  the  time,  and  her  accurate 
memory  makes  her  conversation  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  three  generations  through  which  her 
life  has  passed  very  interesting. 

The  first  ancestor  of  this  family  of  whom  a 
definite  account  is  now  obtainable  was  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Xiles,  a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
who  resided  for  many  years  at  Lyme,  Conn.  He 
married    Lucy    Sill    June    30,    1743.    and  tluir 


;  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  Sept.  20,  1744,  who 
I  died  young;  Phebe,  born  Sept.  4,  1746;  .Mary, 
i  born  Feb.  17,  174S.  who  married  a  Mr.  Dean; 
i  Joseph,  born  Jan.  7,  1750,  who  was  a  wealthy  resi- 
■  dent  of  Spencertown,  N.  Y. ;  Moses,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject;  and  Thomas,  born  July  2, 
!  1760,  who  accompanied  Moses  to  Poquonock,  but 
]  later  removed  to  a  farm  at  Spencertown,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  leaving  a  valuable  estate. 

!Moses  Niles  was  born  at  Groton,  Conn.,  Aug. 
I  31,  1752,  and  settled  on  the  homestead  in  Poquonock 
I  in  early  manhood,  the  present  residence  having 
'  been  built  by  him  previous  to  1780.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a  blacksmith,  his  shop  being  located  on 
the  brook,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  residence, 
and  his  skill  as  a  workman  won  him  a  high  reputa- 
tion throughout  the  surrounding  country.  On 
Oct.  12,  1780,  he  was  married,  in  Poquonock,  to 
^liss  Xaomi  Marshall,  who  was  born  Sept.  30,  1758, 
daughter  of  David  Marshall.  He  died  Nov.  24, 
1789,  at  the  homestead,  at  a  comparatively  early 
age.  His  wife  survived  him  a  numi)er  of  years, 
bringing  up  their  family  to  lives  of  usefttlness, 
and  her  death  occurred  ilarch  19,  1830.  Of  their 
five  children  none  are  now  living :  Pamelia  died 
in  infancy;  N'aomi,  born  Feb.  6,  1783.  married  Dr. 
I  Chauncey  Pease,  of  Enfield,  later  of  Hartford ; 
Richard  is  mentioned  more  fully  below  ;  John  M., 
formerly  United  States  Senator  from  Connectictit, 
was  one  of  the  most  honored  statesmen  of  his  day ; 
Pamela  married  Cyrus  Griswold,  of  Poquonock. 

Hon.  Richard  Xiles  was  born  Feb.  23,  1785, 
in  the  same  house  in  wdiich  our  subject  resides, 
and  his  educational  privileges  were  restricted  to 
1  an  attendance  at  the  local  schools.    As  he  was  but 
i  four  years  old  when  his  father  died,  a  sense  of  re- 
j  sponsibility  was  developed  at  an  early  age  through 
I  the  need  for  assisting  his  mother  in  the  care  of 
j  the  younger  children  and  the  w^ork  of  the  farm. 
Being  exceptionally  studious,  he  not  only  took  ad- 
vantage of  every  opportunity  for  instruction,  but 
studied  diligently  in  private,  and  at  an  early  age 
was  competent  to  teach.    In  this  work  he  was  very 
!  successful,  being  employed  for  the  winter  term  dur- 
ing several  years  in  the  most  important  schools  of 
the  locality,  and  at  one  time  he  received  S16  per 
!  month,  the  highest  rate  then  paid.    In  the  mean- 
i  time  he  continued  to  give  attention  to  farming, 
j  and  as  a  young  man  he  became  interested  in  the 
!  manufacture  of   paper,  building   a  mill   near  the 
mouth  of  Stony  brook,  in  partnership  with  Samuel 
Hollister.     Before  the  plant  was  put  into  opera- 
tion the  partners  retired  and  he  became  associated 
with  Samuel  Flollister,  an  experienced  paper  man- 
ufacturer, with  whom  he  conducted  the  mill  for 
some  titne.    He  then  sold  his  interest  and  joined 
Arunah  Soper  in  building  a  large  mill  below  the 
bridge  at  Poquonock,  of  wdiich  he  afterward  be- 
came the  sole  owner.    This  he  operated  until  its 
destruction  by  fire,  and  after  a  time  he  I)cgan  to 
build  the  stone  mill  now  occupying  the  same  site. 
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His  death  occurrcil  before  it  was  completed,  but 
his  heirs  finished  it,  and  alter  renting;  it  for  some 
time  sold  it.  His  activity  and  energy  enabled  him 
to  carry  oa  the  management  of  a  large  farm  in  ad- 
dition to  other  enterprises,  and  he  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  town.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he 
held  an  intluential  place  in  the  local  organization, 
serving  as  representative  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  lidding  various  town  offices,  including  that  of 
selectman.  In  religious  al  l  airs  he  was  especially 
active  in  the  Universalist  Church,  and  his  broad 
miiid  made  ^I'm  a  rcndy  supporter  of  advanced 
thought  in  all  directions. 

On  Zvlay  7,  iSio.  Mr.  Xiles  was  married,  at 
Poquonock,  to  Miss  Christiana  Griswold,  and  their 
happy  imion  was  ended  by  his  Qeath  on  June  19, 
1846.  Mrs.  Christiana  Niles  was  born  iNIav  23, 
1784,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Christiana  (Holcomb) 
Griswold,  and  lived  to  tlie  good  old  age  of  ninety- 
four  years  and  eleven  months,  dying  April  26,  1S79. 
Even  then  her  health  seemed  good,  and  her  faculties 
but  little  impaired,  but  a  fall  from  the  doorstep  of 
the  old  home  caused  injuries  which  resulted  in 
her  death.  Her  long  and  useful  life  endeared  her 
to  the  community  as  well  as  to  her  immediate  fam- 
ily, and  the  memory  of  her  high  character  will  ever 
be  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her.  (  i )  Juliet, 
our  subject,  who  was  born  ]\Iarch  10,  181 1,  is  the 
eldest -of  a  family  of  six  children.  (2)  Lucadia 
C,  born  June  25,  1813,  was  married  Aug.  22,  1850, 
to  Elisha  ^Marshall  Pease,  now  deceased,  who  for 
several  terms  was  governor  of  Texas,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Austin,  'i'exas.  She  has  had  three  children: 
Carrie  A.,  married  George  Graham,  and  died  in 
Austin  (she  had  five  children,  Marshall  P.,  George 
T',  Walter  P.,  Richard  X.  and  Carrie  M.)  ;  Julia 
M.,  now  a  resident  of  Austin;  and  Annie  A.,  de- 
ceased. (  3)  IMoses  R.,  born  July  15,  1818,  died 
Jan.  3,  1819.  (4)  Augusta  E.,  born  in  July,  1S20, 
died  March  14,  1822.  (5)  Maria  PL,  born  Nov. 
3.  1822,  was  married.  May  14,  1851,  to  Rev.  Clark 
R.  M.oore,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1874,  at  Boston  High- 
lands. They  had  three  children,  Julia  Edith,  Emma 
P.  and  Mary  Niles.  (6)  Augusta  F.,  born  April 
7,  1825,  was  married,  Oct.  6,  184G,  to  Eliphalet 
Ladd,  and  died  :\Iarch  16,  i860.  She  had  three 
children:  Christine,  born  Dec.  i.  1847.  married 
Fabian  Frankhn,  professor  of  mathematics  in  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  and  has  one  child,  'Slav- 
garet  Ladd.  Henry,  born  June  12,  1850,  who  re- 
sides in  Austin,  Texas,  married  Bessie  Hoxie,  and 
has  one  child,  Henry  Hoxie  Ladd.  Jane  Augusta, 
born  Oct.  31,  1854,"  married,  July  3,  1889,  Alfred 
McCordie,  and  has  three  children,  Christine  Ruth, 
Fletcher  and  ^^lalcomb. 

Christine  Ladd  Franklin,  granddaughter  of 
Richard  Niles,  daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Augusta 
Niles  Ladd,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  has  won  a  rep- 
utation as  a  scientific  investigator  and  writer  upon 
scientific  and  other  subjects.     She  graduated  at 


,  \  assar  College  in  1869,  and,  for  some  years,  while 
engaged  in  teaching  various  branches  of  science, 
;  devoted  herself  largely  to  the  study  of  advanced' 
,  pure  matli.em.itics.    During  tliis  time  she  made  con- 
]  tributions  to  the  "Educational  Times"  (London) 
I  and  other  mathematical  publications;  and  m  1878 
i  her  application  to  be  admitted  as  a  graduate  student 
i  in   the  Johns   Hopkins   University   was  granted 
I  (owing  to  the  strong  recommendation  of  Sylvester, 
;  the  illustrious  professor  of  mathematics  at  this  uni- 
i  versity),  though  no  woman  had  been  allowed  that 
!  privilege  before,  and  very  few  have  received  it 
since.    At  the  close  of  her  first  year's  residence 
she  was  placed  on  the  footing  of  a  Fellow  for  the 
following  year,  an  honor  which  was  twice  renewed. 
During  her  residence  at  the  Jonns  Hopkins  she 
published  several  mathematical  papers,  and  a  paper 
j  on  "The  Algebra  of  Logic."     Since  that  period 
i  her  work  has  lain  chiefly  in  the  field  of  physiolog- 
ical optics,  the  explanation  of  color-perception  be- 
ing the  chief  subject  of  her  researches.    The  theory 
constructed  bv  her  to  account  for  the  phenomena  of 
color-vision  is  regarded  by  some  of  the  foremost 
authorities  on  the  subject  as  more  satisfactory  than 
any  other  yet  devised.    She  has,  for  a  number  of 
years,  had  charge  of  the  department  relating  to 
this  subject  in  the  "Psychological  Review"  (edited 
1  by  Prof.  Cattell,  of  Columbia,  and  Prof.  Baldwin, 
j  of  Princeton),  and  she  has  been  entrusted  with 
j  the  chief  work  in  the  same  department  for  the 
j  large  "Dictionary  of  Philosophy  and  Psychology-," 
I  of  w^hich  she  is  one  of  the  associate  editors.  Prof. 
I  Baldwin  being    the  editor-in-chief.     Besides  the 
j  article  on  logic  already  mentioned,  Airs.  Franklin 
has  published  several  other  important  articles  on 
the  same  subject,  and  has  been  a  frequent  con- 
tributor of  reviews  and  other  articles  to  "The  Na- 
tion," '"Science,"  and  other  periodicals. 

HON.  JOHN  MILTON  NILES.  Few  histories 
!  in  this  volume  possess  as  great  an  intrinsic  interest 
:  as  this  brief  record  of  one  of  Hartford  county's 
i  most  distinguished  sons,  who,  as  statesman,  politi- 
j  cian,  author  and  editor,  wielded  commanding  in- 
I  fluence  in  the  troubled  times  that  marked  the  earlier 
half  of  this  century.    To  his  foresight  and  disin- 
terested effort  was  due,  in  a  large  measure,  the 
prompt  response  of  Connecticut  in  ihe  great  inove- 
ment  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and,  while  he  did  not  live  to  see  the 
triumph  of  his  principles,  doubtless  to  his  prophetic 
vision  was  vouchsafed  an  assurance  of  the  mighty 
work  to  be  accomplished  by  that  organization.  The 
following  account,  taken  from  Stiles'  "Historv  of 
Ancient  Windsor,"  written  by  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
of  Hartford,  reveals  the  outlines  of  a  life  of  en- 
deavor that  coidd  not  well  have  been  spared  among 
tlie  influences  which  have  siiaped  the  course  of  the 
nation. 

Senator  Niles  was  born  at  Windsor  Aug.  20, 
1787,  son  of  r^Ioses  and  Naomi  (Marshall)  Niles. 
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Losing-  his  father  in  early  ehildhood,  his  cchica- 
tional  advantages  were  restricted  to  the  opjjortuni- 
ties  atl'orded  hy  a  conuiion  chstrict  school,  such  as 
they  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  As  he 
realized  their  defects  he  resolved  upon  further  studv, 
and  being  limited  in  his  means,  and  deeming  him- 
self too  old  for  collegiate  advantages,  he  accord- 
ingly entered  at  once  upon  course  of  systematic 
and  laborious  work,  v.liich  he  followed  up  with 
such  assiduity  as  for  a  time  to  impair  his  health. 
With  an  inquisitive  and  keenly  discriminating  in- 
tellect, fond  of  statistics,  and  a  memory  that  re- 
tained every  incidcTit  nnd  c-.c.n  tint  canie  withiii 
his  reading  and  observation,  his  mind  became  a 
g^eat  storehouse  of  facts  that  were  easilv  at  com- 
mand, and  made  him  always  formidaljle  to  political 
and  legislative  opponents.  Few  men  associated 
with  him  in  the  public  councils  were  more  con- 
versant with  history,  better  understood  the  science 
of  government,  or  had  more  deeply  investigated 
the  political  and  civil  institutions  of  our  own  and 
other  countries.  Madison's  administration  covered 
a  time  of  high  party  excitement,  sharpened  by  the 
commercial  restrictions  which  the  Federal  admin- 
istration had  deemed  necessary  to  prevent  our  coun- 
try from  becoming  involved  in  wars  that  were  then 
sweeping  over  almost  the  whole  of  the  civilized 
world.  Mr.  Niles,  while  yet  a  student  in  the  of- 
fice of  John  Sargeant,  was  a  zealous  Republican  and 
supporter  of  the  administration  and  policy  of  'Sir. 
Madison.  The  Courts  and  Bar,  as  well  as  the  Stafe 
authorities,  were  almost  unaniniously  of  the  op- 
posite politics.  Dififident  and  unassuming  in  his 
manners,  but  earnest  and  firm  in  his  convictions, 
Mr.  Niles  was  frank  in  the  avowal  of  his  opinions 
and  principles,  and  the  reasons  by  which  he  was 
governed.  A  portion  of  his  leisure  he  devoted  to 
political  essays,  most  of  which  were  published  in 
the  ''American  ^Mercury,''  at  Hartford.  Being  at- 
tached, however,  to  his  profession,  and  his  circum- 
scribed means  rendering  it  necessary  that  he  should 
attend  to  something  else  than  political  controversies 
for  a  livelihood,  he  contemplated  migrating  to  some 
other  State.  With  this  in  view  he  visited  Ver- 
mont, Xew  York  and  Pennsylvania,  but  returned 
to  Connecticut,  ttndecided  and  Avithout  any  definite 
plan  for  the  future.  It  was  while  at  Harrisburg 
in  1815  that  he  formed  his  first  slight  acquaintance 
with  James  Buchanan,  \\'illiam  J.  Duane  and  Joel 
B.  Sutherland,  then  young  men  of  about  his  own 
age,  and  each  of  them  for  the  first  time  members 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  This  acquaint- 
ance was  twenty  years  after  renewed  with  each, 
under  widely  different  circumstances. 

The  termination  of  the  war  and  retirement  of 
Mr.  ^Madison  extinguished  political  issues  that  had 
been  long  in  controversy,  and  led  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  National  party  organizations  which  had  for 
years  divided  the  country,  but  during  the  general 
anxiety  on  Federal  politics  that  characterized  the 
Monroe  administration,  public  action  became  con- 


I  ccntratod  on  local  differences  within  the  States. 
I  In  ConnccticiU  there  was  a  growing  disquietude  in 
!  regard  to  the  old  order  of  things,  and  the  dynasty 
I  in  power  steadily  refused  to  yield  to  innovations. 
I  The  times  were  auspicious  for  the  reformers  to 
I  press  their  views,  and  radical  changes 'were  de- 
manded, the  most  prominent  of  which  were  an 
extension  of  the  right  of  sufi'rage,  religious  equality, 
and  a  written  constitution  defining  and  limiting 
the  power  of  government.    Mr.  Niles  embarked  in 
1  these  reformatory  measures  with  zeal,  energy^  and 
ability,  and  more  than  any  other  man,  perhaps,  con- 
'  tribu.tfd  to  the  ev.olution  of  parties  whicli  followed, 
i  To  forward  his  views  and  give  them  efficiency, 
i  he,  with  the  co-operation  of  others,  established,  in 
I  January.  18 17.  the  Hartford  Times,  a  paper  that 
j  acquired  an  immediate  local  position  and  infiuence. 
Lie  was  for  several  years  the  exclusive  editor  of 
that  paper,  and  for  thirty  years  continued  to  be  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  columns.    In   1821  the 
General  Assembly  appointed  him  one  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Judges  of  the  County  Court  for  the  countv  of 
Llartford,  an  appointment  which  he  filled  eight 
years  and  then  declined  to  held  it  longer.    In  1826 
he  was  elected  a  representative  from  the  town  of 
Hartford  to  the  General  Assembly.    The  Republi- 
cans nominated  him  as  their  candidate  for  the  Sen- 
ate in  1827,  but,  being  friendly  to  the  election  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  a  portion  of  the  party  refused  to  sus- 
tain him,  and  he  was  consequently  defeated.  This 
,  proceeding  contributed  perhaps  to  his  activity,  as 
]  it  certainly  gave  him  prominence  in  instituting  and 
I  organizing  what  was  subsequently  known  as  the 
j  Democratic    party  which    elected  and  sustained 
j  Gen.  Jackson. 

j       In  the  spring  of  1829  'Sir.  Niles  was  appointed 
j  postmaster  at  Hartford,  a  place  he  resigned  on 
1  receiving  from  Gov.  Edwards  the  executive  ap- 
j  pointment  of  Senator  in  Congress,  the  post  having 
i  been  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Nathan  Smith, 
j  This  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the  Legi'^la- 
I  ture  when  it  assembled,  and  he  represented  the  State 
!  in  the  Senate  until  Alarch,  1839.   He  was  the  Demo- 
j  cratic  candidate  for  Governor  in  1839,  and  again  in 
I  1840.    In  the  latter  year  Pres.  \'an  Buren  tendered 
j  him  the  oi^ice    of    Postmaster-General,   and  the 
I  Senate    unanimously    confirmed    his  nomination. 
I  Retiring  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  IMarch,  1841,  he 
uas  again  in  1842  re-elected  to  represent  Connecti- 
cut in  the  Senate  of  the  L'nited  States.    This  place 
he  held  until  the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  1849, 
when  he  relinquished  official  life,  although  he  re- 
tained to  the  close  of  his  days  an  abiding  and  lively 
interest  on  all  political  subjects.    In  the  Senate 
he  tQok  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  and  de- 
l.iates  steadily  during  his  whole  career.  Although 
not  a  brilliant  speaker,  he  was  a  ready,  interesting 
and  instructive  debater,  one  whose  accurate  knowl- 
edge, acute  and  just  discrimination,  and  sound 
common  sense,  were  acknowledged  and  apjireciated 
by  men  of  all  parties.   The  financial  questions  which 
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called  into  oxi.'-tonco  the  W  liig  and  Doniocratic  par- 
ties generated  intense  animosities,  and  to  some  ex-  ' 
tent  afTeetetl  social  intercourse.  The  luiyielding  firm- 
ness and  nncomproniising  c'.iaracter  of  Senator 
Niles,  particularly  when  jirinciples  were  involved, 
ltd  many  to  misunclerstantl  ami  misapprehend  his 
genial  and  kindly  nature.  There  was  less  partisan 
bitterness  in  his  last  than  in  his  first  senatorial 
term  in  consequence  of  the  adjustment  and  final 
disposition  of  the  exciting  financial  questions  that 
had  agitated  and  convulsed  the  country,  and  he 
was  not  one  who  desired  to  perpetuate  ditterences 
\vhcn  the  causes  which  led       tliem  ceased  to  exist. 

No  man  more  fully  recognized  the  utiliiv  and 
necessity  of  party  organization  to  accomplish  and 
carry  into  effect  important  measures  based  on  fun- 
damental principles,  but  under  no  circumstances 
would  he  abandon  or  surrender  those  principles  to 
the  mandates  of  organization.  This  was  in  his  view 
a  perversion  and  abuse  of  party  to  which  he  would 
not  submit.  It  was  an  axiom  with  him  that  party 
and  organization  must  be  subordinate  and  subsidiary 
to  principles,  and  principles  should  never  be  sec- 
ondary or  sacrificed  to  party.  Hence,  on  repeated 
occasions  when  the  party  with  which  he  acted  took 
a  new  position,  he  was  brought  into  conflict  with 
valued  friends,  eventuating  to  some  extent  in  a 
change  of  associates  but  not  of  principles.  This 
was  the  case  in  1820,  when  the  party  which  revo- 
lutionized the  State  neglected,  as  he  conceived,  to 
carry  to  their  fulfillment  reforms  with  which  they 
commenced.  Again  in  the  election  of  Jackson,  and 
the  bank  controversy  at  a  later  period,  he  disre- 
garded the  old  organizatioii  with  which  he  had 
been  connected  because,  as  he  alleged,  it  was  faith- 
less to  the  principles  which  originated  it.  The 
bank  and  kindred  measures  he  denounced  as  cen- 
tralizing, as  an  invasion  of  the  reserved  rights  of 
the  States,  and  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
power  by  the  Federal  Government.  Though  as- 
sailed with  unsparing  virulence,  he  ably  vindicated 
his  adherence  to  principles  which  he  deemed  funda- 
mental and  essential.  The  acquisition  of  large  ad- 
ditional territory  from  Mexico  near  the  close  of 
his  senatorial  service  brought  the  subject  of  ex- 
tending and  nationalizing  slavery  prominently  be- 
fore the  country.  Incidental  to.  and  connected 
with,  this  subject  was  the  territorial  policy  of  the 
government,  which  it  was  proposed  to  change  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  organization  on  these  new 
issues.  Promptly,  and  at  the  threshold.  Senator 
Niles  met  the  question,  and  denounced  the  scheme 
a?  a  perversion  of  the  objects,  purposes  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  whose  mission  was 
of  a  different  character.  Adhering  to  the  primiti/e 
doctrine  of  strictly  construing  the  constitution,  and 
limiting  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  the  powers  granted,  he  deemed  that  Congress 
could  not  legislate  slavery  into  the  territories  or 
delegate  that  j'jower  or  permission  to  others.  No 
obligation  of  party  or  allegiance  to  organization 


could  swerve  him  or  iiuluce  him  to  sacrifice  his 
!  conscientious  convictions  on  this  subject,  for  his 
opinions  were  deliberately  formed,  and  essential 
principles  were  mvolved.  With  all  the  ardor  and 
sincerity  of  his  earlier  vears  he  opposed  what  in  his 
view  were  the  centralizing  tendencies  of  the  ad- 
ministration. As  the  controversv  progressed,  his 
opinions  became  more  decided  and  his  feelings  more 
interested,  and  believing  the  emergency  required 
extraordinary  efforts  he,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight, 
projected  the  establishment  of  a  new  daily  paper 
and  the  organization  of  a  distinct  Re]niblican  party, 
to  act  in  concert  with  others  in  the  cliffercnt  States 
who  were  commencing  a  similar  movement.  W'hile 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  these  la- 
bors of  disinterested  jwlitical  duty,  a  cancerous  af- 
fection developed  itself  in  his  system.  Undeterred 
by  this  affliction,  he  persevered  in  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  his  dtuy  \.o  its  consummation.  Through 
his  instrumentality,  the  Hartford  Press  was  estab- 
lished, being  first  published  in  February,  1856.  A 
Kepublican  State  Convention  was  held  in  iNIarch 
of  the  same  year,  and  the  Republican  party  was 
forthwith  organized,  but  his  disease  in  the  mean- 
time had  made  such  progress  as  to  compel  him  to 
discontinue  his  labors.  His  last  public  effort  and 
his  last  appearance  among  his  fellow  citizens  was 
at  the  Republican  Convention  in  ]\Iarch.  He 
breathed  his  last  on  tlie  31st  of  May,  1856,  in  the 
sixty-ninth  vear  of  his  age. 

Senator  Xiles.  besides  his  political  labors,  em- 
ployed his  pen  in  other  fields  as  an  author.  His 
first  undertaking  was  that  of  editing  the  re-publica- 
t;on  of  an  English  work,  entitled  "The  Independent 
Whig,"  a  large  quarto  of  over  five  hundred  pages, 
published  in  1816.  This  was  followed,  in  1819, 
by  a  "Gazetteer  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island," 
in  the  compilation  of  which  he  was- assisted  by  his 
brother-in-law.  Dr.  John  C.  Pease.  He  also  pre- 
pared a  very  usefid  and  serviceable  book,  called 
"The  Civil  Officer,"  of  which  several  editions  were 
published.  '"A  History  of  ^lexico  and  the  South 
American  Republics,"  written  by  him,  ran  through 
many  editions.  He  also  wrote  a  biography  of 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  a  quarto  volume  of  about  400 
pages,  as  well  as  numerous  pamphlets,  orations 
and  addresses  on  political,  agricultural,  financial 
and  miscellaneous  subjects,  which  during  a  period 
of  fortv  years  emanated  from  his  prolific  pen,  and 
v.'hich  had  extensive  circulation  and  influence.  Flis 
speeches  in  the  Senate  were  many,  and  on  almost 
everv  important  question  before  that  body  while 
he  was  a  member.  Some  of  them  were  very  ef- 
fective, and  distinguished  for  great  research  and 
argumentation.  Those  on  the  Bank,  the  Deposits, 
the  Expunging  Resolutions,  the  Independent  Treas- 
urv,  the  Tariff,  the  [Mexican  war  and  the  Jefferson 
Ordinance,  as  ap])lical)le  to  the  newly  acquired  ter- 
ritory, may  be  specified  as  among  his  ablest  efforts. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  with  whom  he  often  and  widely  dif- 
fered, awarded  him  the  possession  of  the  most 
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ready  and  accurately  discriminate  mind  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate.  Col.  IkMiton  said,  that  not  only 
were  his  opinions  eminently  sound  and  correct,  but 
that  his  political  and  moral  courasje  exceeded  that  of 
his  associates.  Silas  \\'riq;ht  declared  lie  always 
distrusted  the  accuracy  of  his  own  conclusions 
when  he  ditYered  from  Senator  Niles.  Such  were 
the  estimates  of  some  of  the  master  minds  of  the 
Senate,  men  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  daily, 
social  and  official  intercourse  for  years.  The  re- 
mark publicly  made  by  Mr.  \'an  Buren,  that  "Sen- 
ator Niles  spoke  as  Franklin  wrote."  conyeys  a 
correct  impression  of  tlie  matter  mid  manner  of 
the  man.  Indeed,  his  marked  traits  were  good, 
practical  common  sense,  without  pretension,  unas- 
sumingly but  honestly  and  fearlessly  expressed. 

President  \'an  Buren  showed  his  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  qualities  and  abilities  of  Senator  Xiles 
by  tendering  him  unsolicited  a  seat  in  his  cabinet, 
and  that,  too.  when  the  department  was  laboring 
under  serious  embarrassments.  The  reforms  whicli 
he  introduced  into  the  department  not  only  con- 
tributed to  its  immediate  relief,  but  constituted  the 
basis  of  future  action  in  the  administration.  He 
promply  discontinued  the  transportation  of  mails 
on  Sundays  except  on  the  principal  routes,  and  ad- 
vised another  great  reform  which  was  soon  carried 
into  effect,  namely:  The  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  as  a  means  of  promoting  mail  facilities 
and  thereby  increasing  the  revenue,  a  proposition 
that  was  to  many  a  seeming  paradox. 

Senator  Niles  was  twice  married,  but  left  no 
children.  In  the  fall  of  1824  he  married  Airs.  Sarah 
Howe,  a  native  of  Worcester  county,  ^Nlass.,  who 
died  in  the  autumn  of  1842.  His  second  marriage 
was  with  Miss  Jane  H.  Pratt,  of  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  latter  part  of  1845.  She  died  in  the 
summer  of  1850.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
years  185 1  and  1852  he  spent  in  visiting  the  various 
countries  of  Europe.  Unostentatious,  plain  and 
frugal,  ]\Ir.  Niles  acquired  by  industry  and  economy 
a  handsome  estate.  Humane  and  benevolent,  he 
exercised  active  charity  during  life,  and  dying  desired 
to  alleviate  suffering  humanity.  Besides  numerous 
legacies  to  individuals,  he  bequeathed  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  in  trust  to  the  City  of  Hartford,  as 
a  charity  fund,  the  income  from  which  he  directed 
to  be  annually  distributed  to  the  poor.  This  noble 
benefaction  to  the  city  of  his  adoption  was  the 
crowning  act  of  a  useful  and  well-spent  life. 

JOHN  GANTLEY,  second  selectman  of  the 
town  of  Windsor  Locks,  is  a  man  whose  sterling 
qualities  of  character  have  won  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens  in  a  marked  degree.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  he  is  able  and  successful,  and  in  his  career 
a£  an  official  he  has  given  to  the  public  affairs  the 
same  careful  attention  which  has  brought  satisfac- 
tory results  in  his  private  enterprises. 

Mr.  Gantley  was  born  April  i,  185S,  in  the  town 
of  Windsor,  and  like  many  of  our  successful  men, 
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:  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  His  grandparents,  Herbert 
and  Margaret  (Hessian)  Gantley,  passed  their  lives 
in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  upon  a  farm. 

Patrick  Gantley,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
March  17.  1821.  in  County  Galway,  where  he  was 
educated,  and  in  1852  came  to  America  with  his 
i  sister  Mary,  locating  in  the  town  of  Windsor  Locks. 
For  five  years  he  was  employed  by  a  farmer  in 
South  Windsor,  and  later  he  engaged  in  tobacco 
growing,  purchasing  the  present  family  homestead 
in  Windsor  Locks  in  1859.    He  built  the  present 
i  residence  and  farm  buildings,  and  his  last  days  were 
spent  there  in  well  earned  comfort,  his  death  oc- 
curring April  20,'  1894.    Un  Oct.  13,  1856,  he  was 
i  married  in  Windsor  Locks  to  Miss  }slary  CunnifF, 
j  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Kilgarf  )  Cunnilt, 
i  natives  of  County  Galway,  who  survives  him.  Our 
]  subject  was  the  eldest  of  twelve  children  born  to^ 
j  this  worthy  couple,  the  others  being :  Alary,  a  resi- 
i  dent  of  \\'indsor  Locks ;  Alargaret,  who  died  in  in- 
!  fancy ;  James,  of  Windsor  Locks ;  Thomas,  a  resi- 
j  dent  of  the  same  town,  who  married  Delia  Con- 
j  nors ;    Margaret ;    Katie ;    I'atrick,   a   butcher  at 
j  Windsor  Locks,  who  married  Katie  Kelley ;  Edward 
I  D. ;  Elizabeth  C. ;  Annie  C. ;  and  Francis  C. 
j       John  Gantley  was  reared  at  the  homestead,  his 
I  education  being  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 
[  Windsor  Locks.    Since  the  death  of  his  father  he 
\  has  carried  on  the  farm  in  partnership  with  his- 
i  brothers  James,  Thomas  and  Francis,  under  the  firm, 
name  of  Gantley  Brothers,  and  they  now  do  an  ex- 
tensive business  as  dairymen  and  growers  of  leaf 
j  tobacco.    Our  subject  has  always  taken  an  active 
I  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.    For  three  years  he  \yas 
auditor  of  his  town,  and  at  present  he  is  serving  his 
i  fourth  term  as  selectman.    In  relisfious  faith  he  is 
a  Catholic,  and  he  and  his  family  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  St.  Mary's  parish. 
!       On  June  26,  1895,  Air.  Gantley  was  married,  in 
the  town  of  Windsor  Locks,  to  Miss  Nellie  Mc- 
I  Carty,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ellen  AlcCarty,  the 
I  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Cork,  Ireland, 
j  coming  to  the  United  States  wlien  a  young  man. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gantley  have  two  sons :  James,  born 
j  Nov.  7,  1896;  and  John  Timothy,  born  Alarch  20, 
\  1899.  • 

I       HENRY  W.  BARBOUR,  a  leading  and  repre- 
sentative farmer  of  Farmington,  was  born  in  New 
Britain  July  29,  1S40,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  early 
families  of  the  county,  being  a  grandson  of  Lewis 
Barbour,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  town  of 
j  Burlington,  and  there  spent  the  early  part  of  his 
I  life.    Subsequently  he  made  his  home  in  Farming- 
!  ton,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
I  from  there  removed  to  Harwinton,  Conn.,  where 
I  he  died.    By  his  wife,  Polly  (Frisbie),  he  had  three 
I  children  :  Augustus  Lewis,  Augusta  and  Alary, 
j       Augustus  L.  Barbour,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Burlington  in  1814,  and  was. 
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cilucatov.-!  in  the  schools  of  ] UniiiiL^ton,  Fannini^ton  i 
and  New  r>ritain.  In  l-'arminqton  he  was  married,  ; 
in  l83(>,  by  Dr.  Xoah  Porter,  to  Miss  Ann  Tlionip-  J 
s<.in,  a  (laui^l'.ter  of  .\-ahcl  Thompson,  and  to  tlicni  i 
wore  born  lonr  ehildrcn:  I'rederick  L.,  now  de-  i 
ceased:  Henry  \\'.,  onr  sulijeet:  and  Theodore  A. 
and  Waher  F.,  both  deceased.  The  father  followed  | 
fanning  in  Xew  Britain  for  some  years,  and  later  [ 
made  liis  homo  in  Xew  Vork  State  for  a  time. 

Tiic  snliject  of  this  sketch  began  his  litcrarv  od-  ; 
ucation  in  the  schools  of  I'armington,  while  li\ing-  ; 
with  his  uncle,  yiv.  Thompson,  ind  'ater  attended  i 
the  Simeon  Hart  Boardinc;-  School,  at  Farminsifton,  i 
and  the  F'armington  Academy.      In  i80i  he  re-  i 
spondcd  to  his  country's  call  for  aid  in  her  ettorts  to  • 
crush  out  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  \ 
25th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  he  was  in  the  service  for  a  i 
vcar.    In  iSoj  he  embarked  in  the  life  insurance  | 
business  at  Hartford,  as  general  agent  for  the  Con-  ] 
tinental  Insurance  Co.,  which  position  he  held  for 
about  a  year.    On  account  of  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Thompson,  he  then  returned  home  and  took 
charge  of  the  estate.    Later  he  sold  that  property 
and  bought  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated.    He  is  also  interested  in  other  1 
business,  but  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  Pleasant  A'alley,  Conn.,  in  1868,  Mr.  Barbour 
was  united  in  marriage  with  ]Miss  Harriet  W. 
Youngs,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Youngs,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  child,  Anna.    Fraternally  our  j 
subject  is  an  honored  member  of  Burnside  Post,  I 
G.  A.  R.    He  is  a  member  of  and  deacon  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Farmington,  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  First  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Society.      He  is  also  secretary  of  the  school 
board,  and  was  acting  visitor  for  some  years  ;  is  vice-  j 
president  of  the  Farmington  Savings  Bank ;  treas-  ! 
urer  of  the  Cemetery  Association ;  and  superintend-  [ 
ent  of  the  F^armington  Creamery.      His  devotion  : 
to  the  public  welfare  has  made  him  a  valued  factor 
in  the  community  where  he  resides,  as  he  materially 
aids  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  educational 
and  moral  interests. 

MARSHALL  NOTT.  Hartford  county  has 
many  well-to-do  and  successful  farmers  w  ho  are 
the  architects  of  their  own  fortune,  and  who  are 
numbered  among  its  most  useful  and  valued  citi- 
zens. Among  these  is  the  subject  of  this  personal 
history,  who  for  over  thirty  years  has  owned  and 
operated  his  present  farm  in  the  northeast  district 
of  Farmington. 

A  native  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Xott  was  born  in 
Glastonbury,  April  11,  1825,  a  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Blinn)  Xott.  The  father  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Rocky  Flill,  this  county,  and  throughout 
life  followed  his  trade  of  boot  and  shoe  making. 
In  the  family  were  five  children,  namely:  Julius  and 
Edward,  both   deceased;    Marshall,   our  subject; 


Selah,  a  resident  of  Hartford  ;  and  \\  illiani,  a  resi- 
dent of  Bristol. 

Marshall  Xott  was  educated  in  the  pul'Iic  schools 
of  Rtcky  Hill,  which  he  attended  until  tlftcen  years 
of  age,  and  tlien  went  to  Griswoldvdle,  in  the  town 
of  \\  etherslicld,  where  he  remained  eleven  yuars, 
working  in  the  chisel  shop  at  Dividend,  Conn.,  after 
leaving  that  jilace,  and  later  in  the  hammer  shop  at 
Cromwell.  i'"or  two  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
car  shoi)s  at  Hartford,  and  afterward  m  Colt's  tire- 
arm  works.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  fanning 
ii;  Rocky  Hill  for  a  short  time;  worked  in  Glaston- 
bury ;  and  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business  on  i'ark 
street,  Ilarllord,  iwo  years;  and  on  Blue  Hills  ave- 
nue, six  years.  In  1868  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  the  northeast  district  of  Farmington,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  in  the  wood  busi- 
ness with  marked  success.  Returning  to  Gris- 
woldville,  he  bought  land  and  built  a  cottage,  there 
to  pass  the  remaining  days  of  his  life. 

In  Rocky  Hill  ]\Ir.  Xott  married  rvliss  Mary  Ann 
Whitman,  born  in  South  Coventry,  Conn.,  Dec.  12, 
1834.  Wherever  known  they  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard, and  they  have  a  host  of  warm  friends  in  the 
community  where  they  have  so  long  made  their 
home. 

JA]MES  COLTER,  one  of  the  most  respected 
foreign-born  citizens  of  West  Suffield,  and  an  enter- 
prising farmer  and  tobacco  grower,  is  a  native  of 
Maybrick,  County  Down,  Ireland.  Fle  was  born 
May  I,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  ]Mary 
(Sloan)  Colter,  natives  of  the  same  town  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  father  was  a 
farmer.  The  family  consisted  of  five  children : 
iMargaret,  now  the  wife  of  Simon  ]\IcCarel,  of  West 
Suftield;  James,  our  subject;  Joseph,  deceased; 
Mary  Jane  and  Eliza,  also  deceased,  as  are  the  fa- 
ther and  mother,  who  died  in  their  native  land. 

James  Colter,  whose  name  opens  this  article,  was 
educated  in  the  national  schools  of  Ireland,  and, 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  worked  on  the  home  farm, 
when,  desirous  of  seeing  the  X'ew  W^orld,  he  set 
sail  at  Liverpool,  England,  with  a  single  pound 
sterling,  after  paying  his  passage  money.  Landing 
at  Philadelphia,  he  at  once  proceeded  from  there 
to  Xew  England,  as  he  had  a  half-brother  living  in 
;  Agawam,  ]Mass.,  and  at  Feeding  Hills,  in  the  same 
I  county,  found  employment  as  a  farm  hand  at  $12 
;  per  month.  A  year  later,  in  1861,  he  came  to 
.Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  by  W.  P. 
Allen  at  farming,  his  wages  being  S360  per  annum, 
and  for  him  he  labored  until  1876,  when,  having 
saved  the  greater  part  of  his  earnings,  he  bought 
his  present  farm  of  fifty  acres,  then  known  as  the 
Granger  tract,  and  here  he  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  tobacco  growing,  dairying  and  gen- 
eral farming.  On  tliis  property  he  has -made  won- 
derful improvements,  including  one  of  the  finest 
dwellings  in  the  vicinity,  barns,  tobacco  sheds,  etc., 
at  a  cost  of  over  $7,000. 
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111  April,  1S75,  ill  SutR-ld,  Mr.  Colter  married 
Miss  Martlia  Mary  tlraliani,  who  was  born  in  tb.o 
same  county  as  himself,  ami  is  a  daughter  of  Samuei 
and  Harriet  ^,Xicholson)  Graham,  the  former  of 
whom  dieil  at  his  home  in  Ireland,  and  the  latter  in 
West  Sulfield,  Conn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colter  h  ive 
been  born  seven  children:  Sarah  jane  and  Samuel 
J.,  both  still  at  home;  Josei)h;  Ikrman;  Florence; 
and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  The  parents  have 
taken  and  still  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  education 
of  the  surviving  children,  all  of  whom  are  pheiiom- 
enally  intellectual.  ]Vlrs.  Colter  is  also  a  ladv  of 
rare  intelltp;ence,  and  is  noted  f'^r  htr  excellent 
housekeeping. 

The  Graham  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Colter  is  a 
descendant,  is  of  Scottish  origin,  and  famous  in 
their  native  land.  Samuel  Graham,  grandfather 
of  2\Irs.  Colter,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Gallo- 
way, Scotland,  whence  he  moved  to  County  Down, 
Ireland,  where  he  ended  his  days,  dying  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  To  his  marriage  with 
Sarah  Nicholson,  also  of  Scottish  lineage,  wxre  born 
seven  children :  John,  who  passed  his  life  in  Countv 
Down ;  Thomas,  who  made  his  home  in  Scotland ; 
James,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  Samuel ;  Ann,  who  married 
Andrew  Hamilton,  and  with  him  settled  in  St.  John, 
New  Brmiswick;  Jennie,  who  married  Samuel 
Livingston,  and  went  with  her  husband  and  family 
to  Indiana,  settling  in  Lake  City  (eight  of  her  chil- 
dren— Robert,  John,  Samuel,  James,  Thomas,  Hart- 
ford, Moses  and  William — became  soldiers  in  the 
Civil  war)  ;  and  Bettie,  wife  of  Robert  Hamilton. 

Samuel  Graham,  the  father  of  'Sirs.  Colter,  was 
a  native  of  Dromore,  County  Down,  Ireland,  passed 
his  whole  life  as  a  farmer  at  his  birthplace,  and  died 
in*  1875.  Like  all  the  Grahams,  he  was  a  Presby- 
terian, and  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  British 
Crown.  To  his  marriage  were  born  seven  children: 
Robert,  now  of  Suffield,  Conn. :  William  J.,  of 
Wamertown ;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Samuel  Barr, 
of  Suffield;  Martha  Mary,  wife  of  James  Colter, 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  ^Margaret  Ann,  who  married 
George  Fertion  ;  Lizzie,  wife,  of  Daniel  Cole;  and 
Agnes,  now^  Mrs.  John  Barresford.  of  West  Suf- 
field, at  whose  home  the  venerated  mother  of  the 
family  passed  from  earth,  having  brought  her  chil- 
dren to  America  a  short  time  after  the  death  of  her 
husband. 

^Ir.  Colter,  a  quiet,  unassuming  man,  and  a 
gentleman  of  refined  tastes,  is  quite  domestic  in  his 
habits,  but  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic and  progressive  men  of  his  town.  His  honor- 
able walk  through  life, and  his  upright, dealings  have 
won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors,  and 
the  good-will  of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 

EDWIN  HILLS,  a  well-known  manufacturer 
of  saddlery  hardware  and  other  specialties,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Plainville,  and  the  lives  of 


few  business  men  furnish  a  more  worthy  example  of 
the  wise  application  of  sound  principles  and  safe 
conservatism  than  his.  The  story  of  his  success  is 
short  and  simple,  containing  no  exciting  chapters, 
but  his  business  and  private  life  is  pregnant  with 
interest  and  incentive,  no  matter  how  lacking  in 
dramatic  action — the  record  of  a  noble  life,  consist- 
ent with  itself  and  its  possibilities  in  every  particular. 

Mr.  Hills  was  born  in  I'lainville,  r\Iarch  11,  1S42, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  William  Fliils.  a  native  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1632,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Plartford,  where  he  died 
in  1683.  Our  S4.ibject's  great-grandfather,  Chaun- 
cey  Hills,  was  born  in  F'armington,  in  1761,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout- 
life,  dying  June  21,  1 73 1.  He  married  Eleanor 
Gillette,  who  was  born  in  1760,  and  died  Oct.  26, 

Elias  Hills,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born 
in  what  is  now  Plainville,  Feb.  26,  1782,  and  was  a 
wheelwright  and  builder  by  trade.  He  was  married, 
^March  8,  1800,  to  Sally,  daughter  of  Abner  and 
Mabel  (Squires)  Curtiss,  of  Farmington,  and  they 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children :  Harriet,  wife  of 
James  Hamlin ;  William,  who  married  Charlotte 
Purdy ;  Charlotte,  w^ife  of  Jeremiah  Neale ;  Hiram, 
who  married  (first)  Betsey  A.  Ludington  and 
(second)  Olive  Augur;  George,  who  married 
(first)  Charlotte  Eddy  and  (second)  Caroline  Eddy; 
Eliza,  wife  of  Amon  WoodrufT ;  Franklin,  who  mar- 
ried Huldah  C.  Parmalee ;  Julia,  wife  of  Leonard 
A.  Wheeler;  Sheldon,  who  married  (first)  Aimed* 
N.  Recor  and  (second)  Nancy  E.  Clark;  Sally  'M.; 
and  Jeannette  E.,  w-ife  of  Emner  Mclntire.  For  his 
second  wife  the  grandfather  married  Mrs.  Lydia 
(Barnes)  Pitkins. 

Hiram  Flills,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Plainville,  Oct.  9,  1810,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
there,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden  hames. 
He  also  owned  and  operated  a  saw,  shingle  and  grist 
mill,  a  sash  and  blind  factory,  and  was  interested  ir 
the  grain  business.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Plainville  Water  Co.,  and  at  the  time  of  liis 
death  was  sole  owner.  Mr.  Hills  always  took  a 
great  interest  in  public  affairs  and  in  the  growth  and 
developmerrt  of  Plainville,  and  in  1S69  was  the  first 
representative  from  that  town  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  w-as  a  member  and  ofBcer  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  was  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Fie  died  June  25, 
1875.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Betsey  A.  Lud- 
ington, and  to  them  were  born  seven  children  :  Jus- 
tin ;  Burritt ;  Mariette,  wife  of  Ell^ert  Manchester  ; 
Edwin ;  Aldine,  wife  of  Lorenzo  O.  Strickland ; 
Jane  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Sutliff ;  and  Wallace.  His 
second  wife  was  Olive  Augur. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Plainville,  and 
was  educated  in  its  pttblic  schools.  He  began  his 
business  career  in  partnership  with  his  father,  in  the 
manufacture  of  wooden  hames,  which  connection 
existed  for  three  years, andat  the  end  of  that  time  he 


■  ■    ■'    ,  T 


1140 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  his  brother  Durritt  jnirchascd  the  fatlicr's  inter- 
est and  continued  the  business  together  for  ten  j 
years,  or  until  1875,  since  wliich  time  our  sulijcct  ! 
has  carried  it  on  alone.  He  lias  a  large  plant,  eni-  1 
ploying  sixty  hands  and  manufacturing  300  pairs  of  | 
iron  hames  per  day,  besides  a  variety  of  harness  I 
trimmings.  He  makes  various  articles  of  his  own  I 
invention,  and  caters  to  the  kitchen  hardware  trade  j 
in  five  and  ten  cent  articles,  the  demand  for  which  I 
exceeds  the  capacity  of  his  plant.  ! 

Mr.  lliUs  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Alzina  Welch,  daughter  of  Henry  L. 
Welch,  of  I'lainvdle,  and  to  them  were  boin  two 
children,  Antoinette  and  Grace  L.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Emma  Dullen,  daughter  of  W'dliam 
F  Bullen,  of  English  descent,  and  by  this  union  he  I 
has  one  son,  Edwin.  Religiously  ]\Ir.  Hills  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican. 

OLR'ER  CLARK.    The  subject  of  this  sketch,  j 
save  for  the  two  years  when  he  was  in  business  in  \ 
Hartford,  has  been  a  lifelong  farmer,  devoting  a  i 
half-century  to  that  vocation.  He  has  been  a  prosper-  ! 
ous  and  progressive  farmer,  but  not  a  farmer  only,  j 
Mr.  Clark,  while  giving  strict  heed  to  the  demands  i 
of  his  business,  has  been  ever  interested  in  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  common  good.    He  has  been  public- 
spirited.    He  has  fostered  industries.    He  has  con- 
tributed his  services  whenever  occasion  required. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  near  \\'apping,  in  the  town 
of  South  Windsor,  Dec.  14,  1828,  son  of  Norman 
Clark,  a  native  of  East  Windsor,  and  grandson  of 
Capt.  Oliver  Clark,  an  officer  in  the  State  militia. 
Norman  Clark  was  married  three  times.  His  only 
child  by  his  first  wife,  Emily  Loomis,  was  Oliver, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Norman  Clark  was  a  \ 
fanner  by  occupation,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  i 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  died  in 
Poquonock  July  31,  1878.  j 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in 
South  Windsor,  and  received  a  good  coinnion-school 
education.    He  has  always  resided  in  the  town  of 
his  nativity,  except  during  the  years  1854  and  1855,  \ 
when  he  conducted  a  wholesale  meat  business  at  ; 
Hartford.    ]\Ir.  Clark  was  married  ^lay  28,  1850,  ; 
to  Abbie  Snow,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
Emily,  now  deceased  ;  Amelia,  wife  of  \\'ilbur  Hills  ;  j 
Joseph  N.,  deceased  ;  and  Ann  Eliza,  who  died  in  1 
April,  1876.      The  mother  of  these  died  Jan.  12,  ' 
1876,  and  on  ^Islv  24,  1877,  Mr.  Clark  married  ^liss 
Alice  B.  Pruden',  born  in  Hartford,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Pruden.    Two  children  were  born  to  : 
this  latter  marriage :  Oliver  P.,  who  is  at  home ;  and 
Albert  N.,  deceased.    2s[r.  Clark  is  the  owner  of 
117  acres  of  land,  variously  located,  the  home  farm 
comprising  thirty-five  acres.    He  carries  on  tobacco 
growing  extensively,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business  and  in  general  farming.  ! 

Mr.  Clark  has  served  for  seven  years  as  select- 
man of  South  Windsor,  and  for  three  years  has  been 


assessor.  In  1873  he  was  elected  as  a  representa- 
tive to  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Wapping  high  school  and  one  of 
its  organizers,  serving  on  the  building  committee.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Clark  has  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Wapping  Creamery  Co.,  and  for  four- 
teen years  has  been  a  director  of  the  same.  He  has 
been  prosperous  in  business  affairs,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  well-respected  citizens  of  the  town 
of  South  Windsor. 

SAMUEL  ASHWELL  was  born  ^Aug.  15, 
1S43.  i'l  the  luwii'oi  Bloomficld.  Hartford  Co.,  Conn. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to 
James  and  Mary  Ann  (Somerfield)  Asliwell,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth,  \\'illiam  and 
Samuel  growing  to  maturity.  The  Ashwells  are 
of  English  origin,  our  subject's  father  and  mother 
having  been  born  in  England. 

When  Samuel  was  about  five  years  old  his 
mother  died,  and  he  was  sent  to  live  with  an  aunt. 
At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  was  put  to  work  upon 
a  farm,  in  consideration  receiving  his  board  and 
clothing,  attending  school  in  the  winter,  \\dien 
seventeen  years  old  he  walked  a  distance  of  three 
miles  morning  and  evening  to  attend  the  winter 
term  at  the  Bloomfield  Academy.  In  the  following 
spring  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  on  Aug.  8, 
1861,  before  his  eighteenth  birthday,  he  enlisted  for 
three  years  in  Company  C  of  the  First  Squadron, 
Conn.  Cavalry,  and  subsequently,  at  New  York, 
was  transferred  to  the  Harris  light  cavalry  or  2d 
N.  Y.  He  received  his  "baptism  of  fire"  in  a  charge 
upon  the  Rebel  ca->  airy  near  Falmouth,  Va.,  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomas  ad- 
vanced to  Fredericksburg.  The  Rebels  lied,  but: 
one  of  their  bullets  killed  Lieut.  Decker,  wdio  led 
the  charge.  He  was  in  numerous  cavalry  fights,  in- 
cluding Aldie  and  Brandy  Station,  and  in  the  Stone- 
man  raid  and  the  famous  Wilson  raid,  also  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

On  Oct.  12,  1863,  ne  and  several  of  his  regi- 
ment were  captured  by  Rebel  cavalry  near  Warren- 
ton.  Va.,  and  taken  to  Richmond.  From  there  he 
was  sent  to  Belle  Isle,  where  he  \.'as  held  a  prisoner 
for  five  months,  when  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to 
Annapolis,  ^Id.  For  several  weeks  Mr.  Ashwell 
was  confined  in  the  hospital  with  rheumatism,  the 
restilt  of  privation  and  exposure  in  prison.  As 
soon  as  able  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  the  front. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out  of 
service  at  New  York  City,  Sept.  15.  1S64. 

In  1867  Mr.  Ashwell  commenced  fanning  for 
himself  on  a  small  farm  in  West  Rocky  Hill,  to 
which  lie  has  added  about  one  hundred  acres,  erected 
nearly  all  new  buildings,  and  is  now  carrying  on 
quite  a  large  dairy  and  poultry  business,  and  is 
successful  in  both  pursuits.  As  a  side  issue  he  alsa 
sells  grain  and  feed.  He  is  respected  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  fellow  citizens,  having  held  the  office  of 
assessor  ten  years,  has  been  one  of  the  Ijoard  of 
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relict  at  ilitYorcnt  tiiiKs  nearly  a->  many  niurc  ;  select- 
man three  year>  :  tax  et;lleetnr  tliree  \x-ars  ;  and  is 
now  chairman  of  the  school  hoard  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  lie  h;>s  al^o  served  one  term  m  the  Lcl^is- 
latiire,  of  which  hody  he  was  elected  a  niemlx'r  in 
iS80. 

In  politics  -Mr.  Ashwell  is  a  Reinihlican.  and  in 
religious  faith  a  Congregationalist.  heiiig  a  num- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Clmren  of  Rockv  lldl. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  F.  A.  M'.  :  with 
the  Grange  at  Rocky  Hill,  of  which  he  was  the  lu'st 
master,  and  with  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  tne  chairs. 

Un  July  2.  18O7,  .Mr.  Ashwell  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  S.  Shepard,  of  Sims- 
bury,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren, (i)  A\'illiam  M.  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Huntsin- 
gcr's  Business  College,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Rocky  liill.  Fie  first  married  May 
Griswold,  daughter  of  Daniel  C.  Criswold,  and  by 
that  union  had  two  children,  May  Josephine  and 
W.  Miles.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  IMiss 
Minnie  Naylor,  of  Xew  Flaven.  (2)  Albert  S. 
is  living  at  home.  (3)  Lizzie  J.  married  Frederick 
Belden,  a  farmer  of  Rocky  Hill.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. (4)  Florence  A.  attended  the  grammar 
school  at  Xew  Britain,  completed  the  course  at 
Huntsinger's  Business  College,  and  is  now  engaged 
as  stenographer  at  Keney  Park,  Hartford. 

The  mother  of  these  died  ^larch  3,  18S9,  and  on 
June  4,  1891,  Mr.  Ashwell  wedded  ^Irs.  Clara  H. 
Mandeville,  widow  of  Horace  }ilandeville,  and 
daughter  of  Justus  Churchill,  of  W'ethersheld. 

HEXRY  W.  HA^IILTOX,  farmer  and  tobacco 
grower  of  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  traces  his 
family  to  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from  Scot- 
land to  Am.erica  about  the  year  1650  and  settled  in 
jNIassachusetts— one  in  Eastham,  on  Cape  Cod ;  one 
in  Brookfield.  in  what  is  now  Worcester  county  ;  and 
the  other  in  s'ime  unknown  locality — and  from  the 
Cape  Cod  settler  the  subject  of  this  sketch  descends. 

Daniel  Hamilton,  great-grandfatlier  of  subject, 
who  was  born  in  Eastham,  on  Cape  Cod,  about  1740, 
was  the  founder  of  the  East  Windsor  (Conn.)  fam- 
ily. He  married  Hannah  Sparrow,  also  a  native  of 
Eastham,  to  wdiich  marriage  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren:  Paul,  Daniel  (grandfather  of  subjeLt),  Ben- 
jamin, Theodore,  Richard,  Constrmt  and  Hannah. 
He  came  to  Connecticut  from  ^Massachusetts,  jiur- 
chased  in  Tolland  county  the  farm  now  owned  by 
the  widow  of  Franklin  Miller,  and  here  died  in 
1784.  His  eklest  son,  Paul,  who  was  a  hero  of  the 
Revolutionarv  war,  was  a  local  Methodist  prea^^her 
of  marked  ability. 

Daniel  Hamilton,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  ^Mollie  Braman,  a  native  of  East  Windsor, 
and  had  born  to  him  a  family  of  nine  children:  Eli, 
who  was  born  1798,  and  lived  and  died  in  Ellington : 
Elam,  who  went  South,  and  probably  succumbed 


to  the  yellow  fever;  Daniel,  Jr.,  who  went  to 
Tomah,  W  is.,  and  there  died  ;  John,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Abigail,  who  marrietl  Levi  Hayes,  of  South 
Windsor,  Conn.;  Olive,  who  was  married  to  Robert 
Rogers,  of  Ellington,  and  died  in  1835;  Mrs.  Sallie 
Silkworih,  of  Xew  York,  who  died  in  1830;  Martha, 
who  was  married  to  Jaiues  S.  Pearson,  of  Ludlow, 
Mass.,  and  died  in  1S39;  and  Lydia,  who  died  young 
in  1829.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1852,  a 

!  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  his 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  beside  those  of  his  wife 

I  in  the  cemeterv  at  Ellington. 

!  John  Hamilton,  father  of  subject,  was  born  in 
j  East  W  indsor  in  1819,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
i  Molly  (Beaman  )  Hamilton.  He  received  such  edu- 
j  cational  advantages  as  the  district  schools  of  his 
'  early  days  afforded,  was  reared  on  his  father's 
I  farm,  and  in  due  course  of  time  became  a  prominent 
!  and  intluential  citizen,  serving  at  one  time  as  select- 
[  man,  and  dying,  an  honored  man,  March  17,  1887; 
j  he  was  survived  by  his  wife,  who  did  not  pass  away 
until  May  4,  1896.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
;  the  marriage  of  John  Flamilton,  as  follows  :  Milo 
I  and  Arlon  J.,  who  live  in  Ellington ;  Sarah,  wife 
j  of  John  O.  Walker;  Flenry  W.,  our  subject;  Carrie, 
!  who  is  married  to  Frederick  Eest,  and  lives  in 
I  Springfield,  }klass. ;  Arthur,  who  lives  with  his 
j  sister,  ]Mrs.  Walker,  in  Ellington;  and  Emma,  who 
j  died  in  infancy. 

I       Henry  ^^^  Hamilton,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
!  sketch,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1854,  received  a  solid  pub- 
lic-school education,  and  lived  on  his  father's  farm 
;  until  twenty-one  vears  of  age,  when  he  married  ]\[iss 
j  Ella  Lavonne  Barber,  daughter  of  Aurelius  and 
Lucy  (Fuller)  Barber,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
!  elsewhere.      He  then  bought  his  present  farm  of 
I  forty  acres,  known  as  the  Wolcott-Barber  place,  on 
which  he  has  made  many  substantial  improvements. 

To  his  marriage  with  !Miss"  Barber  one  child, 
Howard  Leslie,  was  born  July  29,  1876.  This 
:  young  man  is  a  graduate  of  the  Rockville  high 

school,  and  is  now  a  teacher  at  Melrose. 
I       In  politics  Henry  W.  Hamilton  is  a  Republican, 

■  and  in  religion  he  is  a  ?^Iethodist.  "Xo  better  illus- 
i  tration  of  the  success  which  follows  persistent  and 
I  well-directed  effort,  combined  with  integrity,  can  be 
'  found  in  East  ^^'indsor  town,  than  that  which  has 

'  attended  Henry  W.  Hamilton  and  his  amiable  wife. 

:       FRAXKLIX  ^HLLS  ALFORD,  now  living  in 
;  the  village  of  Avon,  was  for  many  years  one  of  t'.ie 
:  leading  business  men  of  this  section,  and  occupies  a 
'  substantial  position  among  the  well-to-do  residents 
I  of  Avon  town.    He  is  a  native  of  same,  born  Oct.  15, 
1840,  a  son  of  Daniel  M.  Alford,  and  a  grandson  of 
X'athaniel  Alford,  who  in  their  day  were  also  well- 
known  citizens  of  the  town. 

Daniel  M.  Alford  was  born  in  Avon  town 
Sept.  26,  1796,  and  here  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  ag- 

■  ricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  for  the  most 
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part  throughout  liis  busy  Hfe.    lie  received  his  cd-  j 
ucatiou  in  the  neighboring  district  schools.    In  his  ' 
carHcr  manhood,  lor  some  years  following-  his  mar- 
riage, he  was  engaged  in  peddling-  in  the  Sonili,  \ 
selling  clocks  and  dry  goods,  but  it  was  as  a  farmer  i 
that  lie  was  nu'st  successful,  and  lu-  owned  an-'  culti-  ! 
vated  a  tract  of  200  acres,  on  which  he  made  many  I 
iniprc>vements.    In  addition  to  raising  general  crops  ' 
he  grew  tobacco,  carried  on  dairying,  and  engaged  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  stock  raising,  bccon-img  well- 
known  as   a   prosperous   business   man   and  able 
manager  in  his  locality.    He  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  public  w  el  tare  ai'.d  advanceme:it  of  town, 
and  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neighbors 
and  fellow  citizens  generally, a  fact  which  was  proved  [ 
by  his  frequent  election  to  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility.     He  served  his  town  as  selectman, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other  incumbencies,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con-  | 
cemed,  displaying  marked  ability  in  his  various  ca- 
pacities.   He  was  always  a  stanch  Democrat  in  po- 
litical affiliation.    ~Slr.  Alford  married  INIiss  Emira 
Mills,  of  Canton,  Hartford  county,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Joel  Mills,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Jared  Mills,  a  Bai-Aist  minister.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  this  union  :  Rollin,  who  is  deceased;  Juliette, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Chidsey,  deceased  ;  Emerson,  deceased, 
formerly  a  resident  of  Plainville,  Conn. ;  Louisa,  I 
■widow  of  Albert  Andrews,  living  in  Xew  Haven ;  1 
Ephraim  A.,  deceased;  Lucy  Ann,  widow  of  Asa  1 
Hoskins,  of  Simsbury ;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  A.  J. 
!Mallory;  and  Franklin  ^lills,  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines.    The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  Aug.  17,  1873,        his  farm  in  Avon  town, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Avon  cemetery.    Religiously  ! 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Laptist  Church,  and  he 
was  a  man  of  quiet  habits,  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
and  fond  of  his  home  and  family,    ^hs.  Alford's 
death  occurred  Sept.  12,  1880,  in  Avon,  and  she  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband.    She  was  also 
a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
a  good  Christian  woman,  widely  loved  for  her  many 
sterling  qualities. 

Franklin  M.  Alford  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Avon  in  his  boyhood,  completing  his  education  | 
in  the  high  school  at  Collinsville.    He  remained 
on  the  homestead  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  wdien  | 
he  commenced  life  on  his  own  account,  his  first  j 
employment  being  in  a  store  at  Xew  Britain.    Tir-  | 
ing  of  indoor  work  after  several  months'  experi- 
ence there,  he  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  his  enlistment,  in  1862,  at  Hartford,  as 
a  member  of  Company  I,  i6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Drake,  Col.  Beach  commanding.    The  com- 
mand was  Sent  to  Washington  and  thence  to  Ar-  i 
lington  Heights,  where  they  went  into  camp.    They  j 
followed  Lee-  through  Maryland,  and  took  part  in  i 
the  battle  of  Antietam,  where  our  subject  was 
wounded  Sept.  17,  1862,  a  ball  passing  through  his 
right  leg,  near  the  knee.    He  was  taken  to  field 
hospital  and  later  to  the  hospital  at  Chester,  Penn., 


where  he  received  his  discharge  in  January,  18O3. 
Returning  home  he  rested  until  his  health  was  re- 
cu])erated,  after  which  he  found  employment  in  the 
axe  factory  at  Collinsville,  where  he  spent  six 
iriunths,  engaged  in  making  bayonets  for  the  army. 
He  spent  several  months  following  in  }>Iinnesola 
for  the  beneht  of  his  health,  returned  home  for  a 
short  period,  and  in  1S64  made  another  trip  to 
^Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  selling  tin- 
ware, meeting  with  good  success.  On  his  return 
to  Connecticut  he  purchased  a  farm  of  seventy  acres 
in  Berlin,  Hartford  county,  where  he  took  up  gen- 
eral farming-  and -the  culture  of  tobacco;  he  also 
engaged  extensively  in  dairy  farming.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  nu.nu- 
facture  of  fuse,  in  which  he  continued  for  three 
years,  when  the  establishment  was  blown  up;  he 
eventually  returned  to  agriculture,  following  same 
until  1SS7.  -^Jfi"-  Alford  has  always  maintained  the 
highest  reputation  for  honesty  and  uprightness  in 
all  his  dealings,  and  being  of  a  genial  disposition 
made  numerous  friends  among  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  He  is  noted  for  his  common 
sense  and  straightforwardness  in  all  his  actions,  and 
has  always  commanded  the  respect  of  his  fellownien. 

]\Ir.  Alford  was  married  in  Avon,  in  1867,  to 
]Miss  Lticy  R.  Case,  a  native  of  the  town,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  here ;  she  finished  her  literary 
training  in  the  New  Britain  high  school.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union  :  Grace  who 
died  in  infancy;  Florence  M. ;  and  Lila  F.  The 
second  daughter  received  her  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
and  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Avon  for  two  \'ear3 
prior  to  her  marriage  to  W  illiam  E.  Johnson,  who 
is  chief  engineer  at  the  Hartford  water  works ;  they 
have  had  four  children,  one  who  died  in  infancy, 
Hurlburt  L.,  Florence  Ruth  and  Alford  W.  Lila 
F.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  Whitman,  of  West 
Hartford,  also  attended  the  district  schools  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Sufheld.  In  relig- 
ious matters  the  family  unite  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  'Mr.  Alford  is  a  stanch  member  of 
the  Republican  parly,  but  he  is  no  politician,  and 
has  never  sought  or  desired  ofiicial  preferment. 
He  enjoys  life  thoroughly,  is  fond  of  a  good  horse, 
and  has  owned  some  fine  animals. 

Nathan  Lee  Case,  father  of  ]\Irs.  Alford,  was 
in  his  day  one  of  the  prosperous  and  respected  citi- 
zens of  Avon,  m  which  town  he  was  born  March 
19,  1809,  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Lucy  (Moses) 
Case.  Nathan  Case  was  born  April  14,  1784,  a 
son  of  Jedediah  Case,  and  was  a  lifelong  farmer. 
He  married  Lucy  Moses,  who  was  born  June  9, 
1786,  a  daughter  of  ^lichael  Moses,  and  died  in 
January,  1836.  They  had  five  sons.  Jay,  Nathan 
Lee,  ^lillncr,  Gardner  and  Emerson.  Nathan  Lee 
Case  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
home  district  and  at  Ellington,  and  taught  school 
for  several  years  in  his  earlier  manhood  ;  was  also 
engaged  in  selling  clocks  through  llu  South,  .\fter 
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his  marriage  lie  settled  down  to  agrieuUural  pur-  ' 
suits,  and  he  became  one  ot  llie  extensive  farmers 
and  laiulowiiers  ot  tliis  section,  well  and  tavorahlv 
known  in  his  own  town,  wliere  he  serwd  as  tviv,ii 
treasurer,  and  was  actively  ideniihed  with  attairs  ; 
in  general.    He  was  pronnnent  in  the  ranks  of  the  i 
Repnhlican  party  as  a  lo_\al  worker  for  local  in-  ' 
terests,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Con-  ' 
grcgational  Church,  in  which  Jie  held  the  L>l¥ice  of  \ 
deacon.    Mr.  Case  married  Miss  Abigail  liurlburr,  j 
who  was  born  June  30,  1814,  a  daughter  of  Sanuiel 
Hurlburt,  of  West  Hartford,  and  they  had  two  chil-  I 
dren,  Nathan  lUirton,  who  went  W'^st :  and  Lucv  I 
R.,  :\Irs.  Alford.    The  father  died  in  Avon  Apni  j 
29,  1893.  the  mother  on  Dec.  15,  1S95,  at  the  home  i 
of  our  subject,  and  they  sleep  theiV  last  sleep  in  ' 
Avon  cemetery.  j 

GEORGE  LLXCOLX  HAWLEV,  a  progressive  ' 
and  energetic  agriculturist  of  Farniington,  was  born  i 
in  the  Northeast  District  of  that  town  Aug.  30,  j 
1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  Norman  Plawlev,  | 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Farmington,  engaged  ] 
in  agricultural  pursuits.    Politically  the  father  was  ' 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  religiousl_\-  he  was  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  A\'est  Hartford.    In  the  town  of  Avon, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  Hawley,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren :    Walter  Edward,  deceased :  and  George  Lin- 
coln, our  stibject.    The  parents  are  both  de'ceased, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them,  the 
father  passing  awav  Tnne  13,  1804,  tils'-'  mother  in 
1885. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  the  Northeast  Dis- 
trict of  Farmington,  which  he  attended  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  Three  years  later  he  commenced 
peddling  ice  for  the  Trout  Brook  Ice  Co.,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  three  summers,  while  he  worked 
one  winter  for  the  J.  S.  Burden  Pickling  Co. 
For  a  short  time  he  was  employed  in  Coe's  brass 
factory  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  in  an  iron  foundry 
in  New  Haven.  Subsequently  he  again  worked 
for  the  Trout  Brook  Ice  Co..  for  two  years,  and  was 
with  a  ~Slr.  Bingham  in  tlie  ice  business  for  one 
summer.  During  the  following  two  years  he  drove 
a  team  for  the  Jewell  Bottling  Co.,  and  in  April, 
1894,  returned  to  the  home  place  in  Farmington, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  ancestral  farm  of  the  Hawley 
family.  He  has  displayed  excellent  ability  and 
sound  judgment  in  the  management  of  his  business 
aft'airs,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his 
place  plainly  indicates  that  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  occuj^ation  to  which  he  now  devotes  his 
energies. 

In  New  Haven  Mr.  Ilawlev  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Kelley,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  one  son,  George  Edward,  at  this  writing 
four  years  old,  and  the  light  of  his  parents'  home; 
and  one  daughter,  Lena  Lydia,  one  year  old. 


MAX  ERTEL,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
prosperous  young  German  residents  of  East  Wind- 
sor town,  is  a  native  of  Dresden,  Saxony,  now  a 
part  vi  United  Germany,  having  been  born  fulv  22, 
iSbJ. 

]\Ir.  Ertel  was  well  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years,  having 
finished  his  studies,  he  went  to  Radeburg  to  learn 
the  trade  of  barber,  and  tliere  lived  four  years. 
On  April  24.  iSSi,  he  sailed  from  Bremen  on  tire 
steamship  "Neokar,"  and,  after  a  pleasant  passage 
of  thirteen  days"  duration,  landed  in  New  York 
City,  where  he.  remained  two  davs  onlv,  coming 
tlience  to  Rockville,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  a  year 
in  a  cotton  factory  and  a  year  as  a  barber.  In  1883 
he  came  to  Broad  Brook  and  purchased  the  barber 
shop  owned  by  Bernard  Carney,  which  stood  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Middleton  general 
store,  and  there  carried  on  his  trade  for  eight  years, 
when  he  moved  into  his  present  building,  erected 
for  him  by  the  Broad  Brook  Company. 

On  April  12,  1887,  Mr.  Ertel  married  ]\[iss  Ida 
Helm,  a  native  of  Broad  Brook,  and  a. daughter  of 
Lottis  and  Ernestine  Helm,  their  marriage  being 
blessed  with  four  children :  Howard,  Frederick, 
William,  and  Elsie.  ]\Ir.  Ertel  and  family  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  them,  he  being  very  domestic  in  his 
habits,  industrious  and  strictly  upright  in  all  his 
transactions.    In  politics  lie  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Ertel  has  mastered  the  English  language 
through  self-instruction  and  close  attention  to  the 
conversation  going  on  about  him,  and  even  while 
I  at  work  in  the  factory  carried  his  English  grammar 
with  him,  in  order  to  lose  no  time  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  tongue.  In  1894  he  visited  the 
home  of  his  childhood,  and  was  gone  two  months, 
but  decided  that  the  L'nited  States  suited  him  well 
enough,  as  he  here  raised  himself  from  compara- 
i  five  poverty  to  be  well-to-do  and  respected. 

I       WILLARD   GILMAN    I5URNHAM,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  tobacco  growers  in  Hart- 
ford county,  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  South  Windsor,  located  about  four  miles  from 
I  Hartford.    During  the  year  I'^gS  he  raised  about 
j  thirty-two  acres  of  tobacco. 

1  Mr.  Burnham  is  a  native  of  C< 'llinsville.  Hart- 
■  ford  county,  born  April  6,  1836,  aiul  belongs  to  an 
i  old  New  England  family  fcjunded  in  Connecticut 
.  by  Thomas  Burnham,  Sr.,  cjf  Ipswich,  England,  who 
I  in  1635  sailed  from  Graveseiid,  England,  for  the 
I  Barbadoes,  soon  afterward  coming  to  Connecticut, 
j  On  first  locating  in  Hartford  he  bought  the  property 
I  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets.  In  i()59 
j  he  purchased  of  an  Indian  chief  a  tract  of  land  in 
what  is  now  the  towns  of  South  Wind-^or  and 
i  luist  Hartford,  a  part  of  which  is  still  in  the  i)OS- 
!  session  of  Mr.  Burnham,  whose  name  heads  this 
I  article.  Our  subject  is  of  the  seventh  generation 
'  in    direct    descent   from    Thnina>    lUirnham.  Sr.. 
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tlirous^'h  Saimiol,  Tiinolhy,  Elijah  (i),  Elijah  {2), 
and  Homy. 

llonry  I'.urnham  was  l)oni  on  the  old  ilurn- 
liani  homestead  Jan.  22,  iSoS,  and  there  t;re\v  to 
nianlmod.  l  ie  then  went  to  Collinsville,  and  worked 
in  an  axe  factory  for  ahont  seven  years,  in  1838  re- 
turning' to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  followed 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  in 
November,  1875.  On  ?\lareli  8,  1835,  at  CoUins- 
ville,  he  married  Miss  2\lary  Al.  Richards,  and  they 
had  three  sons,  \\'illard  G.  being  the  eldest;  Henry 
Richards,  born  March  4,  184J,  is  a  farmer  of  East 
Hartford;  and  Roland  I-'ranklin,  h  'rn  Oct.  13.  \^-\C\ 
is  a  farmer  of  Soiuh  Windsor.  The  mother  died 
in  1894,  and  the  remains  of  both  parents  are  in- 
terred in  South  Windsor  cemetery. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school 
education  and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
1863,  in  that  year  removing  to  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  he  has  ever  since  resided  there. 
Through  life  Mr.  Burnham  has  been  a  farmer.  His 
present  home  farm  contains  eighteen  acres,  but  he 
owns  several  other  tracts  of  land,  amounting  in  all 
to  eighty-four  acres,  including  wood  land  and  pas- 
ture land.  He  has  made  most  of  the  improvements 
on  the  farm,  and,  though  quiet  and  unostentious 
has  by  industry  and  ability  won  the  rightful  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  Hartford  county's  most  enter- 
prising and  deservedly  successful  farmers. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  married,  April  14,  1863,  to 
!Miss  Sarah  Williams,  daughter  of  Bissell  and  Nel- 
lie (Burnham)  \\'illiams.  and  they  have  had  three 
children :  Claire,  born  April  28,  1869,  is  the  wife 
OT  Thomas  A.  Johnson,  and  has  tnree  children. 
Willard  J.,  Cecile  'Slzy  and  Alice  Catherine;  ]\Iay, 
born  Oct.  5,  1871,  died  July  4,  1872;  and  Leo,  born 
Jan.  8,  1875,  resides  with  his  parents.  ^Ir.  Burn- 
ham is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Henry 
Burnham  owns  the  farm  that  has  descended  to  him 
in  a  direct  line  from  Thomas,  Sr.  [From  the 
Burnham  Genealogy.] 

EDWIN  FRANKLIN  BURNHAM,  a  skilled 
wagonmaker  and  blacksmith  of  Burnside,  Hartford 
county,  and  a  greatly  respected  citizen,  was  born 
May  II.  1825,  in  the  house  in  which  he  yet  lives,  a 
son  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  (.Miller)  Burnham,  the 
former  a  native  of  England. 

Hezekiah  Burnham  was  quite  young  when,  hi 
company  with  two  brothers,  he  came  to  America  in 
a  sailing-vessel  and  landed  in  New  York,  v/hence 
he  came  direct  to  East  Hartford  town  and  secured 
employment  in  the  paper-mill  at  Scotland  (now 
Burnside).  Later  he  kept  a  grocery  in  the  old 
house  that  stands  immediately  north  of  the  house 
in  which  the  subject  of  this  notice  still  resides.  On 
Dec.  10,  1809,  he  married  Sarah  Miller,  a  native  of 
Burnside,  and  to  this  marriage  came  seven  children, 
in  the  following  order:  Sarah,  wdio  was  married 
to  Ralph  D.  Pratt,  and  lived  In  St.  Louis.  Mo.  (both 
arc  now  deceased)  ;  Emeline,  deceased  wife  of  An- 


drew II.  Wing,  of  St.  Louis,  who  left  two  children, 

Charles  and  Nellie;  Harriet,  married  to  George  S. 
j  ritelps  and  residing  at  St.  Paul,  ^^linn. :  Elvira  M., 
'  who  married  Francis  Ri>ley,  of  East  Hartford  (both 
!  are  deceased)  ;  Hezekiah,  who  married  Eleanor  Up- 
j  son,  of  Bristol,  and  is  tleceasctl :  Julia,  who  was 
i  married  to  Nathan  C.  Greer,  of  Peoria,  111.  (both 

are  deceased)  ;  and  Edwii'f  1".,  whose  name  opens 

this  article. 

Edwin  Franklin  Burnham  attended  the  old  Scot- 
land school  house,  and  later  the  academy  in  East 
Hartford,  situatcel  on  the  site  of  the  present  Wells 
Hall,  wlicre  lie  -was  under  the  tutorship  of  Prof. 
Goodwin  and  Salmon  Phelps.  After  completing 
his  course  of  studies  at  East  Hartford  he  returnerl 
to  the  home  farm,  engaged  in  agriculture  and  team- 
ing, and  then,  being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind, 
and  with  keen  foresight  perceiving  an  opportunity 
for  opening  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  repairing  shop, 
he  erected  a  structure  for  that  purpose  on  his  prem- 
ises, in  spite  of  the  jeers  of  his  neighbors;  he  has 
been  kept  busv  at  this  class  of  work  ever  since, 
which  fact  is  jjretty  good  evidence  of  his  skillful 
and  honest  work. 

On  Dec.  10,  1865,  Mr.  Burnham  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Jane  A.  Fowler,  a  native  of 
Hillstown,  and  a  daughter  of  Roderick  and  Perme- 
lia  (Hills)  Fowler.  To  this  marriage  came  one 
son,  F'rank  E.,  born  Aug.  9,  1879,  ^^'^'^(^  inherits  his 
father's  industrious  habits  and  mechanical  skill,  and 
is  now  assisting  in  the  blacksmith  and  carriage- 
repairing  shop.  He  married  !Miss  Eva  Scranton,  a 
native  of  Burnside,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child, 
^label,  who  was  born  Feb.  24,  1896.  ]\Irs.  Edwin 
¥.  Burnham  died  Feb.  13,  1897. 

The  Burnham  family  attend  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics  ^Ir.  Burnham  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  has  never  felt  any  disposition  to  hold  public 
office.  He  is  a  large,  well-built  man,  of  a  very 
pleasant  disposition  and  courteous  address,  is  quite 
well-to-do,  is  always  at  work,  and  has  won  the  good- 
will and  respect  of  all  who  have  met  him. 

F.  H.  TOLLES,  founder  of  the  Windsor  Collar 
&  Cufl:  Co.,  at  Windsor,  has  won  an  established 
place  in  the  business  world  in  a  remarkably  short 
time,  and  his  success  attords  an  excellent  illustration 
of  the  possibilities  before  a  young  man  of  energy 
and  ability.  His  enterprise,  which  has  been  built 
up  from  its  foundation  through  nis  own  efforts,  has 
bv  no  means  reached  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity, 
and  his  constantly  increasing  trade  throughout  the 
country  has  led  to  the  opening  of  another  factory  in 
Chicago,  111.,  in  March,  1898.  As  the  business  of 
making  any  solid  composition  into  collars  and  cuffs 
is  comparatively  new,  defects  were  unavoidable  in 
the  early  specimens,  and  the  jniblic  is  ready  to  ap- 
preciate the  improvements  made  by  Mr.  Tolles,  by 
which  all  cause  for  criticism  has  been  removed. 

^Ir.  Tolles  was  born  Jan.  16,  1867,  at  Meriden, 
Conn.,  son  of  James  Morris  and  Mary  A.  (Ken- 
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wortliy)  Tollcs.  T!ic  father,  wlio  is  now  a  hiijhly- 
rLspoctcd  resident  of  Mcridcn,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field county,  this  Stale,  and  became  a  brass  niolder 
by  trade,  but  ill  health  compelled  him  to  give  up 
that  business  two  years  alter  liis  marriage,  l^or.  a 
time  he  followed  farming  near  \\'est  Hartford,  and 
afterward  near  Meriden.  Since  18S2  he  lias  been 
a  iiieniber  of  the  police  force  of  the  latter  citv.  His 
wife  is  a  native  of  ^Vleriden.  and  a  member  of  an  old 
family  of  that  locality.  Her  father,  James  Ken- 
worthy,  who  died  in  1S9S,  aged  eighty  years,  was 
in  business  at  Spoonville,  Conn.,  for  some  years  as  a 
manufacturer  of  spoons,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  John,  and  later  in  life  he  followed  the  silver 
burnisher's  trade,  his  faculties  remaining  unim- 
paired, notwithstanding  his  advanced  age.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five  children — 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

As  a  boy  Islv.  F.  H.Tolles  attended  school  in  West 
Hartford  and  ^vleriden,  and  late  in  the  fall  of  1879 
he  became  an  ot^ce  boy  for  Manning  &  Bowman,  a 
Meriden  firm.  He  remained  with  them  a  short  time, 
leaving  to  accept  a  position  at  better  wages  with  Ed- 
ward IMiller  &  Co.,  of  the  same  citv,  with  whom  he 
spent  about  a  vear.  He  then  entered  the  Parker 
Screw  shop,  again  securing  better  pay,  and,  being 
large  for  his  age.  he  readily  adapted  himself  to  any 
work.  In  ^Nlarcli,  iSSj,  at  fifteen  years  of  age.  he 
went  to  work  at  his  trade,  lathe  burnishing,  at  Wil- 
cox Silver  Plate  Co.,  ^Nleriden,  Conn.,  serving  three 
years  at  same.  While  he  had  been  successful  in 
every  work  he  had  tried,  his  energy  and  ambition 
made  the  frequent  shut-downs  unsatisfactory.  He 
was  seldom  idle  when  the  shops  closed,  as  he  would 
find  work  at  something,  and  at  one  time  he  canvassed 
for  books,  making  a  success  of  the  venture.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1886,  he  gave  up  his  trade  and  began  taking 
orders  for  enlarging  pictures,  and  in  this  also  his 
success  was  noticeable.  For  five  years  he  vras  em- 
ployed by  X.  L.  Stone  &  Co.,  of  Potsdam.  X.  Y., 
and  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  firm  only 
to  become  general  agent  for  the  A.  L.  A'arney  Co., 
of  Albany,  X.  Y.,  in  the  same  line,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained three  years.  \\'hile  with  A.  L.  \'arney 
Co.  he  had  acted  as  agent  for  a  Western  firm  that 
manufactured  waterproof  collars  and  cuflis.  in  which 
manner  his  attention  was  called  to  the  promising 
field  for  business,  if  properly  conducted.  As  a 
number  of  improvements  occurred  to  him  he  de- 
cided to  go  into  the  manufacture  of  water- 
proof collars  and  cuft's  on  original  lines,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1896,  the  first  product  was  turned  out  from  his 
plant,  then  located  in  the  Hurlbert  block,  in  Hart- 
ford. Fire  drove  them  out,  in  June,  1897,  and  the 
business  was  removed  to  Windsor,  where  the  main 
factory  is  now  located,  the  Chicago  factory  being 
managed  as  a  partnership.  In  1S98  finding  it  diffi- 
cult to  give  agents  in  Western  States  the  prompt 
service  they  required  from  Windsor,  G.  J.  Watson, 
.of  East  Windsor  Hill,  and  foreman  of  the  factory, 
was  taken  in  as  partner  for  the  branch  bu.-incss  at 


Chicago,  111.,  and  through  his  able  work  and  over- 
sight the  business  has  made  rapid  gruwth  through- 
out the  West. 

The  business  of  placing  the  goods  on  the  market 
is  done  entirely  through  agents,  of  whom  Mr.  Tolles 
employs  over  one  thousand.  They  are  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  Stales.     Xo  business  whatever  is  done 
with  dealers  or  jobbers,  despite  the  fact  that  many 
orders  are  received  from  them.  The  Windsor  factory 
employs  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  and  the  indnstrv  is 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  town.  jSlr.  Tolles 
gives  the  business  his  personal  attention,  and  not- 
withstanding its  great  volume  he  is  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  all  its  details.  The  products  comprise  a 
general  line  of  collars  and  cuffs,  which  are  made  in 
,  all  the  prevailing  styles  and  sizes,  with  polish  or  new 
Imen  finish,  as  desired ;  also  shirt  fronts,  neckties, 
and  a  full  line  of  collars  and  cuffs  for  ladies'  wear, 
I  which  are  just  the  thing  for  shirtwaists  and  for 
j  bicycle  wear.    These  goods  are  all  made  of  solid 
I  rubber,  no  inner  lining  of  cloth,  and  are  not  to  be 
j  confounded  with  the  ordinary  celluloid  goods.  They 
I  are  waterproof,  and  will  not  chip  on  edge  or  turn 
j  yellow,  and  contain  nothing  in  any  v.-ay  injurious 
I  to  the  skin.    Other  specialties  are  ladies'  belts,  and  a 
j  large  variety  of  other  useful  and  ornamental  arti- 
j  cles,  which  are  all  manufactured   under  the  com- 
pany's own  registered  trade  mark  of  the  "Windsor" 
j  waterproof. 

As  a  citizen  our  subject  is  progressive,  enter- 
I  prising,  and  his  genial,  courteous  manner  has  won 
;  for  him  many  friends.    He  married  ]\Iiss  Minnie 
j  Rummell,  a  native  of  Xorth  Manchester,  Conn.,  and 
I  they  have  two  children :   Ethel  F.  and  May  Bell. 
The  f?.mily  is  prominent  socially.    Socially,  our 
subject  is  connected  with  Lincoln  Lodge,  Xo.  55,  K. 
P.,  Hartford ;   Hartford   Conclave,   X'o.  259,  Im- 
proved Order  Hcptasophs,  and  Capitol  Lodge,  Xo. 
301,  X.  E.  O.  P.,  Hartford,  in  which  latter  organiza- 
tion he  is  an  active  worker.    He  is  a  member  of 
j  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  and  a  representa- 
tive from  it  to  the  Supreme  Lodge  in  1899  and  1900. 
j  He  is  also  deputy  of  Haskell  Lodge.  Windsor  Locks, 
j  X.  E.  O.  P.    In  1892  Mr.  Tolles  completed  his  ele- 
1  gant  home,  on  Loomis  Ave.,  ^^'indsor,  Conn. ;  in 
\  1S98  built  another  very  desirable  residence  to  rent 
in  Windsor,  and  in  1899  he  built  a  h.rge  iron  covered 
i  factorv  building  for  his  collar  business. 

\MLLIA^I  BAILEY,  the  oldest  meat  dealer 
in  Windsor,  and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
!  citizens,  was  born  in  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land. Oct.  6,  1844,  a  son  of  Josejjh  and  Ann  (Bailey) 
Bailey,  who  were  both  weavers  and  followed  that 
occui)ation  when  all  weaving  was  done  by  hand. 
The  father  died  in  England,  the  mother  in  Rock- 
I  ville,  Conn.    Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  the 
:  family  of  twelve  chiUlren.  only  four  of  whom  came 
I  to  the  L^nited  States.    Simeon  died  in  Xew  Jer- 
I  sey.    Joseph  was  one  of  the  first  I'Inglishmen  to 
work  in  the  mills  at  Rockville,  Conn,,  and  later  be- 
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came  foreman  of  tlic  same.     He  \va^  a  nicnihcr  of  I 
the  J^ili  L'onii.   \'.  ].,  durin-   the  Civil  war,  and  I 
stooil  hiL^li  in  the  conmuuiity  whore  he  h'veih  Sarah,  ! 
now  the  widow  of  W'ilHam  Ivaiidall,  is  a  resident; 
of  Koekville,  and  Iier  oMest  son,  Georqo  Randall, 
is  a  prominent  Kopubliean  and  liostmastcr  of  that 
place. 

William  liailev's  early  edueational  advantages 
were  quite  meager,  hut  to  a  limited  extent  he  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  land,  and  after  coming 
to  the  I'nited  States,  the  greater  part  of  his  edu- 
cation being  obtained  in  the  district  of  Rockyille, 
TolLuiU  Co.,  C^'ir.;.     J:;  company  w'tl-  hi-  brother- 
in-law,  William  Randall,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool 
on  the  '"Isaac  Webb,"  and  after  a  vovagc  of  a 
montli  landed  in  Xew  York,  in  }^Iarch,  1856.  He 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  until 
1866,  being  employed  in  the  finishing  department 
of  the  woolen-mill  at  that  place.    Going  to  Poquo- 
nock  he  worked  in  the  woi>len-mill  there,  of  which 
Kellogg  &  La  Prease  were  the  builders  and  first 
operators,  and  here  he  became  familiar  with  every  j 
department  of  the  work,  being  promoted  from  time  j 
to  time  until  he  was  able  to  take  charge  of  the  mill  \ 
during  the  absence  of  the  proprietor.    He  remained 
there  until  1876,  when  the  product  was  changed 
to  worsteds.    IJusiness  being  dull  at  that  time  along 
that  line,  he  came  to  \\"indsor  Center,  where  in 
June  of  that  year  he  embarked  in  the  butcher  busi-  j 
ness,  at  first  killing  and  dressing  all  his  own  meat  j 
with  the  exception  of  the  beef.    As  his  trade  in-  | 
creased,  he  extended  his  operations  and  was  soon 
at  the  head  of  a  profitable  business  which  he  still 
enjoys. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss 
Lenora  B.  Pease,  a  native  of  Enfield,  Hartford 
county,  and  the  youngest  daughter  of  Wells  and  j 
Betsey  (Pease)  Pease.  Two  sons  have  been  born  j 
to  them,  namely:  (i)  \Villiam,  who  is  a  junior 
member  of  the  Warner  &  Bailey  Co.,  clothiers  of 
Hartford,  married  Harriet  Bell,  of  Windsor;  he  has 
served  two  terms  as  councilman,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  alderman  in  the  city  council.  (2)  Arthur 
A.,  is  bookkeeper  at  the  Eddy  Electric  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  and  resides  at  home ;  he  is  chairman 
of  the  Republican  town  committee.  In  1896  Islr. 
Bailey  built  his  present  comfortable  residence  on 
Loomis  avenue,  Windsor. 

In  early  life  ^Ir.  Bailey  was  a  Republican,  and 
had  that  party  put  a  Prohibition  plank  in  its  plat- 
form he  would  have  continued  one  of  its  supporters, 
but  since  1886  he  has  voted  with  the  Prohibition 
party,  being  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  a  member  of  the  Good  Templars 
when  that  society  flourished.  Although  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  poor  during  his  youth,  he  1 
has  by  reading  and  observation  become  a  well-in-  1 
formed  man,  and  is  especially  well-posted  on  the 
Scriptures,  being  a  great  student  of  the  Bible.  In 
1865  he  united  with  the  Congregational  Church; 
was  deacon  of  the  church  in  Poquonock,  and  in  1884 


was  chosen  to  the  same  position  in  Windsor  to 
succeed  Deacon  Woodford.  He  also  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sumlay-school  for  three  years 
ar.d  nine  months  at  two  diU'erent  periods.  His 
life  is  exemplary  in  all  respects,  and  he  has  ever 
supported  those  interests  which  are  calculated  to 
uplift  and  benefit  humanity,  while  his  own  high 
moral  worth  is  deserving  of  the  highest  com- 
mentlation. 

JAMES  TROTTER.  The  extraordinarily  suc- 
cessful business  career  of  iMr.  Trotter  has  resulted, 
in  no  small  degree,  to  the  lienefit  of  the  town  of 
Manchester.  Although  not  yet  forty-five  years  of 
age,  he  has  accumulated  large  and  valuable  hold- 
ings of  real  property  there,  and  his  public  spirit  has 
so  influenced  his  management  of  the  same  that, 
while  not  unmindful  of  his  own  interests,  he  has 
done  as  much,  if  not  more,  for  the  upbuilding  of 
that  beautiful  suburb  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Trotter  is  a  native  of  County  Armagh.  Ire- 
land, born  June  ii,  1856,  the  eldest  of  eleven 
children  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Forsyth)  Trotter, 
of  whom  eight  are  yet  living.  The  other  surviving 
members  of  the  family,  in  the  order  of  their  birth, 
are :  Alexander,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  Cheney 
Bros,  at  their  mills  in  ^Manchester ;  William  J.,  and 
Richard,  both  of  wliom  reside  at  Paterson,  X.  J. ; 
Robert  and  George,  whose  home  is  in  Australia  ;  and 
Joseph  and  Thomas,  of  ^Manchester. 

In  1874  James  Trotter  emigrated  to  this  cotnitry. 
His  first  employment  in  America  was  in  one  of  the 
silkmills  of  Cheney  Bros.  His  industry  and  thrift 
stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  little  by  little  he  added 
to  his  savings,  until  in  1S83  he  was  able  to  make  his 
first  purchase  of  real  estate  in  ^Manchester.  He  se- 
lected property  on  Wells  street  which  he  subse- 
quently sold  to  Ralph  Cheney,  and  then  bought 
what  was  known,  at  that  time,  as  the  Knox  property. 
It  was  so  remote  from  the  heart  of  the  town  that 
many  older  heads  advised  him  against  making  the 
transaction,  but  his  sagacity,  sound  judgment  and 
hard  business  sense  convinced  him  that  he  was 
acting  wisely.  The  result  h:\s  abundantly  justi- 
fied his  prognostications,  the  property  which  he 
purchased  on  his  own  judgment  at  that  time  being 
at  present  among  the  most  valuable  in  the  choicest 
residence  district  of  ^lanchester.  This  piece  of 
ground  embraced  about  eight  and  one-half  acres, 
and  on  a  portion  of  it  are  now  located  the  Ixirns  of 
the  Hartford,  ^.lanchester  &  Rockville  Street  Car 
Co.  On  this  land  Mr.  Trotter  has  erected  eight 
dwellings,  one  of  which  he  still  owns.  In  1896  he 
bought  the  sixteen  acres  popularly  called  the  "Hunt- 
ington property,"  one  of  the  most  beautiful  tracts 
in  Manchester,  and  has  improved  it  and  platted  it 
in  lots,  some  of  which  he  sold,  and  upon  which  have 
been  erected  nineteen  handsome  residences  ;  he  lias 
also  opened  and  dedicated  streets,  etc.  In  i8w7  Mr. 
Trotter  bought,  from  Mrs.  Ann  Hunneford,  an- 
other   valuable    plat,    comprising     twenty  acres, 
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whereon  have  been  built  six  dwellini^s,  two  of  whicli 
he  lias  soUl.  Anioni;-  the  streets  which  he  has 
opened  are  Summit.  Orchard.  Winter,  Trotter,  \'al- 
ley,  Huntini;ton,  and  Wadsworth  Avenue.  In'  1899 
he  purchased  sevcnty-tive  acres  known  as  the 
"Taintor  estate." 

It  is  ditficult  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  progress- 
ive spirit  which  has  ever  characterized  Alt'.  Trotter's 
policy  since  he  began  dealing  in  .Manchester  real 
property.  His  faith  in  the  town's  growth  lias  never 
wavered,  and  his  success  is  due  wholly  to  this  abso- 
lute confidence  based  on  his  intelligent  judgment  as 
a  busiiicss  man.  Yet  while  building  up  a  fortune 
for  himself  he  has  adopted  no  niggardlv,  selfish 
scheme  for  his  own  aggrandizement  at  the'  expense 
of  others,  and  his  fellow  townsmen  both  recognize 
and  appreciate  the  fact.  In  politics  he  is  of  the  Re- 
publican faith.  He  makes  no  profession  of  religion, 
but  is  a  regular  attendant  at  Divine  service,  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  every  good  work. 

Mr.  Trotter  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  w^as  -Maggie  J.  ?^IcClellan,  of  East  Hartford, 
whom  he  married  in  1SS3,  and  who  bore  him  one 
child,  Eva  J. ;  mother  and  daughter  both  died  in 
1888.  Seven  years  afterward,  on  Oct.  9,  1895,  ^Ir. 
•Trotter  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Lucv  John- 
ston, and  they  have  had  one  son,  Alton  \'ictor. 

GEORGE  CALATX  HOWE,  shipping  clerk  for 
the  Hartford  Carpet  Co..  and  one  of  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  Thompsonville,  Hartford  county,  was 
born  F'eb.  14,  1840.  at  -Mobile.  Ala.,  a  son  of  George 
Rice  and  Sarah  Jane  (Ryer)  Howe. 

■Dr.  Calvin  Howe,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
a  prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Saccarappa, 
Maine.  He  was  born  at  Sturbridge.  Maine,  Jan. 
21,  1780,  and  died  at  Saccarappa  Aug.  26,  1845. 
During  the  war  of  18 12  he  served  as  a  contract  sur- 
geon, was  captured  by  the  British,  and  kept  prisoner 
for  nine  months.  On  July  3,  1802,  he  married  Abi- 
gail Cutter,  who  died  at  Westfield,  ^Mass.,  Sept.  20, 
1855,  and  by  her  he  had  the  following  children,  the 
eldest  born  at  Windham,  ]Maine,  the  others  at  Sac- 
carappa. Thomas  C,  born  Nov.  20,  1803,  died  at 
Detroit,  ^lich.,  Jan.  22,  1892;  George  R.,  born  Xov. 
4,  1807,  died  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  11,  1847; 
Harrison  G.  Otis,  born  July  28,  1810.  was  lost  at  sea; 
Maria,  born  Feb.  14,  1817,  died  ^larch  4,  1892; 
Mary  A.,  born  July  2,  1819,  died  Feb.  17,  1890; 
Andrew  J.,  born  Oct.  16.  1823,  died  Oct.  9,  1825. 

George  Rice  Howe,  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
sea  captain  by  occupation.  On  Dec.  13.  1834,  he 
married  Sarali  J.  Ryer,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Hannah  Ryer.  and  to  this  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :  George  Calvin,  Ada  B.,  and  Sam- 
uel B.  (who  died  when  only  a  few  years  old).  'Mrs. 
Ada  B.  (Howe)  }tIook  is  vice-regent  of  the  Col- 
onial Chajiter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  of 
New  York  City,  and  curator  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  of  the  same  order.  She  has  one  daughter, 
Jessie  Stanley 


I       George  Calvin  Howe  was  rearetl  in  Brooklyn 
I  and  Xew   York   City.    He  received   a  common- 
I  school  education,  and  losing  his  father  early  com- 
I  menced  working  in  Xew  York.    When  the  Civil 
I  war  broke  out  he  enlisted,  in  July,  186 1,  and  was 
I  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  Riker's 
Island  on  Aug.  15,  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  An- 
I  dersons'  Zouaves,  afterward  the  Sixty-second  X.  Y. 
y.  I.    He  served  three  years,  when  he  w  as  honora- 
bly discharged  as  sergeant.    He  participated  with 
his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  Seven  Pines.  Rappahannock  Station,  Malvern 
Hill.  Antictam,  Gettysburg,  and  the  battles  aroimd 
Richmond  under  Gen.  Grant.   During  part  of  these 
three  years  he  was  brigade  and  regimental  clerk. 
After  his  discharge  he  was  clerk  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  under  Capt.  J.  T.  Wray.  of  the 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  continuing  till  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox.   After  the  close 
of  the  war  ^Ir.  Howe  located  in  Westtield,  Mass., 
and  remained  there  as  clerk  and  l.)Ookkeeper  for  a 
grocery  and  dry-goods  firm  for  two  years.  Then 
he  moved  to  Springfield,  Mass,  holding  a  similar 
jxisition  in  a  furniture  store,  and  in  June,  1S71,  lo- 
cated in  Thompsonville,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
entering  into  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Carpet  Co., 
as  shipping  clerk,  which  position  he  has  held- con- 
tinuously up  to  the  present  time 

^Ir  Howe  was  married  May  23,  1863.  at  X'orth 
,  Adams,  !Mass.,  to  Josephine  Lydia.  daughter  of 
Horace  and  Cynthia  (Bradley)  "\\'alker,  of  Walker 
Hill,  Dalton,  Mass.  She  has  borne  him  six  chil- 
dren :  George  Lyman,  born  June  15,  1865,  who  has 
one  son,  Willard  E. :  Ada  Elise  (  Mrs.  Roscce  A. 
Flutchinson) ,  born  March  18,  1867,  who  has  one 
daughter,  Elise  D.  W. :  Ella,  born  Feb.  2,  1870,  who 
died  Feb.  28,  1872 ;  W'iW  Stanley  ( cashier  and  pay- 
master of  The  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.),  born 
April  16,  1873,  who  has  one  son,  Stanley  IM. ;  Liz- 
zie Whitley  (a  teacher),  born  Sept.  28,  1876;  and 
Harrv  Leslie  (a  student  of  Trinitv  College),  born 
April' 9,  1 88 1. 

IMr.  Howe  is  a  member  of  the  L'niversalist 
Church.  He  is  a  member  and  past  commander 
of  Samuel  Brown  Post,  No.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Thomp- 
sonville ;  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Circle,  Ladies  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Springfield,  ^lass. ;  and  of  De  Soto  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  that  city.  In  1884  he  became  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  prohibition  of  the  licjuor  traffic  by  law, 
and  has  voted  for  that  principle  ever  since. 

LE^IUEL  C.  CASWELL,  who  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
dairying,  the  last  four  years  of  the  time  at  Bloom- 
field,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Aug.  2,  1843, 
and  is  a  son  of  Edwin  and  Bethia  T.  (Wells)  Cas- 
well, being  the  ninth  in  their  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. 

Lemuel  Caswell,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Ludlow,  Mass.,  but  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Hartford  county.  Conn. 
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11c  married  .Miss  jcaiKttc  Xovins,  aiul  died  at  Lake 
Clianiplain  during-  the  war  of  181J-15. 

lulwiii  Caswell,  son  of  Lemuel  and  father  of 
Lemuel  I".,  was  born  in  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  in 
1S04,  and  there  jiassed  his  boyhood  vears.  For  a 
long-  time  he  conducted  a  meat  market  in  Hartford, 
and  also  lived  for  some  time  in  Bloomfield.  To  his 
marriage  with  Miss  W  ells  children  were  born  in 
the  following  order  :  Ann  ;  Mary  ;  I-'dwin  and  \\'ill- 
iani,  deceased;  Susan,  wife  of  X.  S.  Loonhs,  of 
\\'indsor;  John,  deceased;  Charles,  a  market-man 
on  Asylum  street,  Hartford;  jane,  wife  of  Fred 
Kingsley.  of  Hartford;  Lemuel  Chauncev,  our  sub- 
ject; Joseph,  deceased;  and  iienjamin,  deceased. 
The  father  was  a  trustee  and  steward  of  the  INIethod- 
ist  Episcopal  Church  at  Bloomtield,  but  during  his 
latter  years  farmed  at  West  Hartford,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  1884,  his  remains  being  interred 
at  Lloomfield  ;  his  wife  had  died  in  1S52,  and  her 
body  was  interred  at  Hartford. 

Lemuel  C.  Caswell  attended  school  in  West 
Hartford  in  his  earlier  boyhood,  and  later  attended 
the  Bloomlield  Academy.  For  fifteen  years  he 
ran  a  butcher's  wagon  in  Bloomtield  and  West 
Hartford,  and  then  went  into  the  meat  market  busi- 
ness with  his  brother  Charles  at  Hartford,  in  which 
he  continued  one  year.  F""or  the  past  seventeen 
years,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  dairying,  settling  finally 
in  Bloomtield  in  i8y6. 

Lemuel  C.  Caswell  married  in  Bloomtield,  Jan. 
5,  1871,  ]\Iiss  r\Iary  Ella  Goodwin,  daughter  of 
Chester  Goodwin,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
three  children :  ^Mary  Ella.  Anna  Josephine  and 
Edwin  Lemuel.  ^Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Caswell  are  mem- 
bers of  the  r^Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Bloom- 
field,  and  for  a  long  time  ]Mr.  Caswell  was  a  prom- 
hient  member  of  the  Good  Templars  society,  of  the 
same  town.  Fie  has  always  borne  a  reputation  for 
honest  dealing,  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  this  respect  is  also  accorded  his 
wife  and  family. 

FRANK  E.  CLARK,  the  well-known  paper 
manufacturer  of  Glastonbury,  is  a  self-made  man 
whose  history  will  be  of  general  interest. 

Fie  comes  of  good  old  Vermont  stock.  On  his 
mother's  side  he  is  a  direct  descendant  of  William 
Bradford,  second  governor  of  ^lassachusctts. 

Arad  \Y.  Clark,  his  father,  was  born  and  reared 
at  Brattleboro,  Yt.,  receiving  a  district  school  edu- 
cation, but  came  to  Connecticut  in  early  manhood, 
locating  first  at  Granby,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing for  some  time.  Later,  he  settled  at  Glaston- 
bury, entering  the  employ  of  Deacon  Duel  Higgins, 
who  was  prominent  for  many  years  in  the  affairs  of 
that  community,  and  served  as  deacon  in  the  Fast 
Glastonbury  Congregational  Church  and  later  in  the 
church  at  South  Glastonburv.  This  removal  led  to 
important  changes  in  the  life  of  the  young  en:ijlove, 
as  he  was  married  a  few  years  afterward  <^  Hen- 


;  rietta  Higgins,  daughter  of  the  Deacon  and  his 
j  wife,  I'annie  Blinn.  and  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  sfient  in  East  Glastonbury,  in  agricultural  [)ur- 
'  suits,  lie  was  a  man  of  average  height,  and  en- 
I  joyed  remarkabl\-  good  health  until  shortly  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  Our  subject 
was  the  youngest  of  five  children.  Of  the  others, 
(l)  Charjes  died  in  childhood.  {2)  Katherinc 
married  T.  S.  Curtis,  a  farmer  in  East  Glastonbury, 
and  died  in  1898,  leaving  two  children,  Clayton  and 
Eltie.  (^3j  John  D.  married  Kittie  ^landeville,  and 
now  resides  in  Brooklvn,  X.  Y.,  where  he  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  steam-heating  business.  ITe 
has  three  children,  Frank  (named  after  our  sub- 
ject), Aida  and  Florence.  (4)  Dwight,  who  is  in 
the  meat  business,  married  Emma  Fick,  and  re- 
sides in  Ellington,  Conn.  He  has  two  children. 
Bertha  and  Ernest. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  26,  1854,  in  East 
Glastonbury,  near  Bucks  Corners,  on  a  farm  now 
owned  by  him,  and  wdiich  was  formerly  owned  by 
his  great-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side.  He 
attended  the  local  schools,  and  Wesleyan  Academy, 
Wilbraham,  ]\lass.,  where  he  completed  his  course 
in  187S.  He  then  taught  school  in  Glastonbury — - 
two  years  in  the  same  school  which  he  attended  as. 
a  boy,  and  also  in  another  district  south  of  that. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  bought  his  father's  in- 
terest in  the  house  and  farm,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  operated  the  place  at  night  and  in  his  spare 
time,  and  worked  in  the  daytime  in  the  Roaring 
Brook  Paper  }vlill,  and  also  for  A.  G.  Hills.  In 
1888  he  formed  a  partnershio  under  the  firm  name 
of  the  X'aubuc  Paper  Co.,  for  the  purchase  of  Case 
Bros.'  paper  factory,  at  X'aubuc.  From  time  to 
time  he  bought  the  interest  of  his  partners,  and  in 
1894  became  sole  owner  of  the  mill.  Fire  destroyed 
the  original  mill  in  1893,  but  l\Ir.  Clark  immediately 
erected  the  present  mill,  w'here  he  has  been  doing  an 
extensive  business.  He  employs  about  twelve  men, 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  book 
binder's  board,  the  product  being  sent  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  In  1895  he  removed  from  the  old 
homestead  to  his  present  residence.  ]\Ir.  Clark 
attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics 
is  a  Republican. 

On  Oct.  3,  iSSo,  yh.  Clark  was  inarried  to  Miss 
X'ellie  J.  Belden,  daughter  of  Francis  and  X'ancy 
(Blinn)  Belden,  wh,o  had  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren, all  living.  The  father  died  in  1896,  and  the 
mother  resides  at  Rocky  Hill.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
have  had  the  follov.-ing  children:  Edith  'SI.,  born 
July  19,  1881  ;  Maude  B.,  Oct.  13,  1883;  Francis  B., 
Feb.  22,  1885  (died  same  year)  ;  and  Frank  B.,  Jr., 
iViarch  11,  1894. 

L.  D.  FAIRB.AXKS,  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
tobacco  growci  o^'  /ne  town  of  Windsor,  was  born 
Sept.  I,  i^ob'  i'l  tlie  town  of  Colerain,  Franklin 
Co.,  Mass.,  a  son  of  Romincr  S.  and  Prucia 
(Sprague)  Fairbanks.    The  father,  who  spent  most 
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of  his  life  as  a  farmer,  was  also  born  in  Colerain, 
and  was  a  son  of  Deacon  Daniel  Fairbanks,  a  na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
r.aptist  L~hnrch.  In  early  lite  the  father  of  onr  \ 
subject  was  also  a  member  of  that  church,  but  later 
attended  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
belonged,  lie  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
she  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  and  both  were  buried  at 
Colerain,  Mass.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  Delia,  wife  of  Frank 
Cutting,  of  Whitingham,  \"t. ;  Charles  M.,  a  farmer 
of  Colerain ;  William  P.,  a  farmer  of  Heath,  Mass. ; 
Frillct  D.,  who  uicj  at  the  ago  of  thirly-two  vcars ; 
Jennie,  wife  of  Albert  Davenport,  of  Colerain ; 
Gertrude ;  and  Oscar,  a  farmer. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  boy,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools 
near  his  childhood  home,  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
As  soon  as  his  brothers  became  old  enough  to  take 
his  place  in  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm, 
he  began  working  for  neighboring  farmers,  and 
was  thus  emploved  until  1S76.  In  September  of 
that  year  he  came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  his  uncle,  E.  L.  Sprague,  who  was 
in  the  peddling  business,  selling  tinware.  For  sev- 
eral years  ^Ir.  Fairbanks  remained  with  his  uncle, 
traveling  over  much  of  Hartford  county,  and  then 
bought  that  portion  of  the  business  of  which  he  had 
charge  and  started  out  for  himself  as  a  peddler. 
For  fourteen  years  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to 
the  business,  in  the  meantime  purchasing  land  as 
his  financial  resources  permitted,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing few  years  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to 
farming.  He  would  harvest  his  crop  of  tobacco, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  devote  his 
time  to  peddling ;  but  he  gradually  retired  from  the 
tinware  business,  and  of  late  years  has  given  his 
attention  whollv  to  agriculture.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  giving  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  tobacco.  He  now  owns  the  old  home- 
stead of  his  wife,  and  also  has  built  a  new  house 
on  Mill  street,  \\'indsor,  which  he  rents.  This 
property  has  all  been  acquired  through  his  own 
industrious  and  economical  habits,  and  for  his  suc- 
cess in  life  he  deserves  much  credit. 

On  Sept.  27,  1877,  ^-'^i'-  Fairbanks  married  Miss 
Kllen  F.  Elliott,  who  was  born  June  22,  1S56,  in 
Windsor,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  D.  and  ?\Iary  E. 
(Rockwell)  Elliott,  and  granddaughter  of  Alpheus 
and  Silence  (Palmer)  Rockwell.  The  father,  who 
was  a  hatter  by  trade,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  In 
their  family  v.-erc  six  children:  William  R.,  a 
farmer  of  Xorthfield,  Conn. :  Helen,  who  died  at 
age  of  two  and  one-half  years  ;  Charles  T.,  a  resident 
of  Windsor;  Sarah  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve;  John  B.,  a  resident  of  Windsor;  and  Ellen 
F.  (Mrs.  Fairbanks'),  who  was  reared  in  Windsor 
and  attended  the  \\'indsor  Seminary  for  several 
terms.   To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  three 


children:  Albert  L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Alfred  R.  and  May  P.,  both  at  nome.  Mr.  Fair- 
banks cast  his  first  vote  in  llarifurd.  but  since 
1S77  he  has  made  his  home  in  Windsor,  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  public  affairs.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  supporter  of  the  R.epul)lican  party, 
and  for  seven  years  he  has  most  efficiently  served 
as  school  treasurer  of  District  Xo.  4.  Mrs.  Ellen 
F,  Fairbanks  departed  this  life  April  11,  1891;; 
she  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

IIER'MAX  UDE,  a  well-known  tcibacco  raiser 
and  market  gardener,  fruit  grower  and  general 
farmer  of  West  Suffield,  was  born  in  Brunswick, 
Germany,  April  26,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Augusta  (Hill)  Ude,  the  former  of  whom  is 
deceased,  and  the  latter  still  living  in  the  Father- 
land. 

Herman  Ude  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Brunswick,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  came 
to  the  United  States,  where,  in  Xew  York  City,  he 
worked  in  a  pipe  factory  for  a  year.  During  the 
five  years  following  he  was  employed  in  farm  labor 
at  ^lonterey,  Berkshire  Co.,  2\lass.,  and  in  iSSS 
came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  the 
Flemenway  family  for  some  time,  and  then  bought 
the  loo-acre  tract  known  as  the  Frank  Harmon 
farm.  On  this  farm  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments, has  planted  1,500  peach  trees,  and  owns  the 
only  market  garden  in  the  neighborhood.  He  also 
grows  tobacco  extensively,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  farmers  of  the  town,  raising  his  gar- 
den truck  plants  in  greenhouse,  and  even  his  to- 
bacco plants  under  glass. 

In  1890  ]Mr.  Ude  married,  in  Suffield,  Miss 
]Mabel  Esther  Kent,  daughter  of  [Martin  Kent,  and 
to  this  imion  three  children  have  been  born,  the 
first  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  second  bearing 
the  name  of  Jennie  Hermenia,  and  the  third,  Franz 
Edward.  ]Mr.  Ude  is  a  man  of  decided  talent,  is 
well  educated,  and  is  a  practical  agriculturist  in 
all  details,  while  2\Irs.  Ude  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  all  their  surroundings  give  token  of 
intelligence  and  taste.  They  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  ;  in  politics  Mr.  Ude  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  began  life  a  poor  man,  but  through 
intelligent  effort  has  earned  a  competency;  has 
expended  over  85,000  in  improving  his  present  place, 
and  it  is  now  the  model  farm  of  the  county.  He  is 
respected  as  well  as  admired  for  his  sagacity,  and 
his  kindly  disposition  has  endeared  to  him  all  who 
know  him. 

David  Kent,  great-grandfather  of  !Mrs.  Ude, 
was  born  in  Southwick,  Mass.,  }^Iarcli  25,  1747, 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  then  set- 
tled down  to  farming.  He  married  Leomia  Car- 
rington,  who  bore  him  three  children:  Esther, 
born  Sept.  i,  1799;  an  infant  that  died  unnamed; 
and  Justus,  born  Xov.  3,  1S03.  Justus  Kent  farmed 
his  tract  of  100  acres  in  his  native  town  of  South- 
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wick  until  1S50.  wiicii  ho  sold  out  ami  brouL;ht  his 
family  to  SuUicM.  Conn.,  bouglu  the  Parsons  fanii 
of  thirty  acrc^,  and  hero  iliod  in  1S64;  li<^  ^vas  a 
deacon  in  llie  r>aj)iist  Church,  lie  hrst  niarricil 
Eliza  Kellogg,  01  Southwick,  Mass.,  who  bore  him 
one  child,  Hvalino,  mother  and  child  soon  passing 
away.  Mr.  Kent  later  married  Olive  M.  Hamil- 
ton, who  was  born  April  23,  1S15,  a  daughter  of 
Armor  Hamilton,  a  school  teacher  of  Granville, 
!\Iass.,  and  lo  this  marriage  came  five  children: 
Kancy  Jane,  born  June  5,  1836,  is  now  the  widow 
of  L.  W.  Sampson,  of  Southwick ;  limmcrett,  born 
Mav  2.  183S,  is  now  the  wife  ct  Hiram  B.  Case, 
of  Bloomhcld,  Conn.;  Clifton  B.,  born  Aug.  31, 
1842,  is  deceased;  Martin  H.,  born  June  22,  1846; 
and  Delphinc  CX,  bora  Sept.  iS,  1850,  is  married 
to  Newell  T.  Talmage,  of  Southwick.  Mrs.  Olive 
M.  Kent  died  Aug.  19,  1852,  and  ]\Ir.  Kent  next 
married  Salina  r^lerriman,  of  \\  estfield,  who  died 
in  Sufneld. 

Martin  H.  Kent,  father  of  !Mrs.  Ude,  was  born 
in  Southwick,  Mass.,  was  educated  in  Suffield, 
Conn.,  and  has  passed  all  his  life  on  his  late  father's 
farm  in  Suffield.  On  May  29,  1S72,  he  married 
at  East  Granby,  Dolly  Louise  Bates,  daughter  of 
Anson  Bates,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children,  }^Iabel  Esther,  wife  of  Hennan  Ude ;  and 
Jennie  Louise,  wife  of  Edward  Kuechler,  of  New 
York  City.  The  Kent  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and,  politically,  Mr.  Kent  is  a 
Republican. 

Lemuel  Bates,  a  maternal  ancestor  of  'Sirs.  Ude, 
was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  before 
its  close  purchased,  in  1774,  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  Simsbury  (now  East  Granby;,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Erastus  Bates,  his  son, 
was  born  Oct.  22,  1764,  and  died  in  1826.  He  was 
commissioned  an  officer  of  Company  4,  i8th  Regi- 
ment Connecticut  ^.lilitia,  Oct.  12,  1799,  but  passed 
all  his  life  on  the  farm.  He  married  Amelia  Higby, 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Mindwell  Higby,  and  to  the 
mariage  were  born  nine  children :  Anson,  born  May 
4,  1799;  Daniel,  born  Aug.  23,  1800,  died  in  1821  : 
Albert,  born  June  25,  1804,  married  Lucretia  Bates, 
moved  to  ^Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1S85  ; 
Flora,  born  INIay  i,  1S06,  married  a  Air.  ]\Ietcalf, 
removed  to  Caledonia,  ]\Iinn.,  and  died  in  1S77; 
Carlos,  born  March  23,  1S08,  first  married  Maria 
Stimpson,  later  wedded  Hannah  Stowell,  and  died 
Dec.  20,  1878;  }^Iilton,  born  in  181 1,  died  in  1831  ; 
Laura,  born  March  17,  1813,  was  (first)  married 
to  Harvey  Trumbull,  and  (second)  to  a  Air.  \  an 
Daurn,  and  died  in  1884:  Alfred,  born  Alarch  13, 
1815,  married  Elizabeth  Owen,  and  died  in  1897; 
and  Alindwell,  born  June  9,  1819,  was  (first)  mar- 
ried to  Henry  Johnson,  and  (second)  to  Deacon 
Benjamin  Smith,  who  died  in  November,  1898. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1839,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Albert  C.  Bates,  and  was  interred 
beside  her  husband  in  Turkey  Hill  cemetery.  East 
Granby. 


]  Anson  Bates,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ude,  was 
I  born  on  the  Bates  homestead  in  East  Ciranby,  was 
a  member  of  the  Hartford  County  Bar,  also  a 
fanner,  and  died  in  East  Granby  in  \S6q.  He  mar- 
ried Louise  Garnet,  a  native  of  \  irginia.  who  bore 
him  seven  children:  Anna  Amelia,  who  died  yoimg; 
X'irginia  G.,  deceased  wife  of  George,  L.  \'iets; 
Ansonia  F.,  wife  of  George  X\'.  Sandman,  of  East 
Granby;  Dolly  Louise,  wife  of  Martin  H.  Kent,  and 
mother  of  Airs.  Ude;  Ella,  who  died  young,  as  also 
did  Anson  and  Louise  A.  Airs.  Bates  died  at 
her  home  in  I'last  Granby,  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Chtnxh,  anil  her  remains  were  interred  in 
the  family  cemetery..  ..-  .  _..  

ANTHONY  PFEIFFER,  a  highly-respected 
citizen  of  East  Windsor,  was  born  in  Rhine  Hesse, 
Germany,  June  9,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Balthas  and 
Elizabeth  (Hartleap)  Pfeifl.'er,  who  were  the  parents 
of  five  children :  John,  Joseph,  Alathias,  Anthony 
and  Catherine. 

The  father  of  this  family,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  died  when  comparatively  young,  and  the 
mother,  shortly  after  this  sad  event,  sold  her  home 
and,  with  her  four  children,  in  April,  1856,  em- 
barked for  America,  to  join  the  daughter  Catherine, 
who  had  preceded  the  little  family  by  three  years. 
After  a  somewhat  tempestuous  voyage  of  fortv-two 
days  in  a  sailing-vessel,  the  family  arrived  in  New 
York,  whence  they  came  by  boat  as  far  as  Hartford, 
I  and  then  by  wagon  to  Broad  Brook,  where  Catherine 
I  had  already  located.   Here  the  mother  supported  her 
j  family  by  keeping  boarders,  and  here  passed  the  re- 
i  mainder  of  her  life,  dying,  at  a  ripe  age,  in  the  faith 
1  of  the  Catholic  Church.    Of  her  five  children,  enu- 
nierated  above,  John  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  died  in  a  hospital ;  Joseph  is  employed 
as  watchman  in  Simon's   silkmill,  at   W  arehouse 
Point,  Hartford  county;  Alathias,  who  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  died  at  Broad  Brook  ;  Anthony  is 
spoken  of  in  full  farther  on ;  and  Catherine,  widow 
of  Frederick  Becker,  who  died  in  New  Britain,  now 
resides  with  her  son  Frederick  in  Hartford. 

Anthony  Pfeift'cr,  the  subject  proper  of  this  bi- 
ography, attended  the  common  schools  in  Germany, 
as  was  compulsory,  earned  a  trifle  as  a  farm  boy, 
but  lived  at  home  until  fourteen  years  old,  and  then 
went  to  Alainz  and  worked  as  a  mason's  helper  until 
the  time  came  for  him  to  embark  for  America,  where 
he  found  employment  in  the  mills  of  Hartford 
county.  Conn.  Oil  Alay  3,  1857,  he  married,  in 
Broad  Brook,  Aliss  Grace  Alarkt,  who  was  born 
Alarch  30,  1829,  in  Konigsheim,  Wurtcmberg, 
Germany,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  Alathias  and  Anna  AI.  (Lebinger) 
Alarkt,  namely:  Leobold,  Jo.>c])hine,  Grace,  Joseph 
and  Alagdalcne.  Airs.  Grace  Pfeiffer  was  the  only 
n'ember  of  her  family  to  come  to  the  L^nited  States. 
She  sailed  from  Antwerp,  was  twenty-four  days  on 
the  ocean,  and  on  arriving  in  New  York  was  de- 
tained on  board  the  vessel, owing  to  the  crowded  con- 
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I  dition  oi' Castle Ganlcn.tliu>  inakin-  her  stay  on  sliip- 
{   ho:\\\\  twi-nty-six  days  loiii;.     I'ur  a  sliurt  time  slic 

i\vorkcd  as  a  tailorcss  in  W  illiani^hnrg-,  L.  1.,  and 
then  came  to  Llroad  Dn.'ok,  to  wurk  as  a  domestic 
in  the  liousc  of  John  Wolfe,  and  was  so  emplovcd 
when  married. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  PleilYer  started  housekeeping-  in 
I  -Broad  Brook,  where  both  were  employed  in  ilic 

mills — Mr.  Ffcitter  in  various  capacities,  an-iong-  : 
.  them  that  of  watchman,  and  for  twenty-three  vears 
I  he  served  his  employers  in  a  most  trustwortln  and 
I  faithful  manner  in  whatever  position  he  was  called 
upon  to  fdl.    In  1870  he  imrchased  what  was  known 
•I  as  the  John  ]\larsden  farin.  of  twenty-four  acres, 
•  east  of  Broad  Brook,  ai-id  this  land  he  has  materially 
improved ;  he  has  remodeled  the  dwelling,  placed  the 
'   fences  in  first-class  order,  and  in  manv  wavs  has 
■  added  to  its  conveniences,  so  that  it  is  now  one 
'   of  the  most  valuable  places  of  its  size  in  the  town, 
i        To  the  marriage  of  ^Ir.  and  .\Irs.  Pfcift'er  have  ' 
j    been  born  seven  children,  in  the  following  order:  : 
];    John,  Aug.  8,  1S59,  now  a  mill  worker  and  farmer 
j    in  Broad  Brook;  Joseph,  Nov.  10,  1861,  a  boss 
i   spinner  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Elizabeth  C,  Feb.  16,  '\ 
\    1863,  w-ife  of  James  Loftus,  of  Broad  Brook;  An- 
'\.  thony  A.,  June  24,  1865,  a  motorman  in  Spring-  I 
j  field,  ]Mass. ;  Ani-ia         at  home  with  her  parents  ; 
j   Frank,  Feb.  14,  1870,  died  Dec.  16,  1872;  and  Carl  ' 
\    H.,  --^.ug.,  27,  1S74,  assisting  his  sister  Anna  in 
taking  care  of  their  parents  in  their  declining  years,  i 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Pfeiffer  and  their  children  are  mem- 
bers of  St.  Catherine's  Catholic  Church,  at  Broad  '\ 
,    Brook,  to  the  support  of  which  they  liberally  con-  \ 
;    tribute,  and  in  politics  ]\Ir.  Pfeifter  is  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  is  a  well-preserved  man  for  his 
>  age,  and  is  still  active  in  his  work  on  the  farm.  ' 
f  He  affords  a  fine  example  of  what  may  be  accom- 
H-  plished  by  a  life  of  sobriety,  frugality,  industry  and 
f-  integrity — iqualities  which  have  won  for  him  the 
i    unfeigned  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors. 

FINTON  WALLACE.  Among  the  many  his-  1 
i    tories  in  this  volume  which  convey  the  lesson  of  ; 
\    self-help,  none  shows  a  more  sturdy  and  courage-  , 
ij    ous  effort  in  the  overcoming  of  adverse  circum-  \ 
!.    stances  than  the  following  brief  record  of  one  of  the  I 
\    leading  business  men  of  Windsor  Locks.  j 
I      •   Mr.  Wallace   was   born   IMarch   25,    1832,  in  | 
I     Queens  County,  Ireland,  where  his  ancestors  have  j 
J     resided    for   generations.    W'illiam    \\'allace,    his  j 
grandfather,  spent  his  life  in  Queens  county,  and  by 
occupation  was  a  nailmaker.    ]vlatthew  Wallace, 
'    the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  that  locality,  and  for  many  years  followed  the 
nailmaker's  trade,  his  death  occurring  in  1847.    His  1 
wife,  Margaret  (Fitzpatrick)  died  there  about  1864.  ! 
They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  of  wdiom  six  j 
sons  and  two  daughters  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  of  these  Finton  and  his  brother  IMichael  are 
now  the  only  survivors. 

Our  subject  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he 


crossed  the  ocean  and  he  wisely  determined  to  learn 
a  good  trade  at  once.  Accordingly  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  with 
a  blacksn-iith,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  this  section 
and  spent  about  a  year  in  Hartford.  Later  he  was 
cn-iployed  for  fivo  years  by  Goodwin  &  Parker,  in 
Waierbury.  and  in  J859  he  settled  in  Windsor  Locks 
and -was  emplciyed  by  the  Seyniour  Paper  Co.,  in 
their  blacksmith  shop,  remaining"  with  them  thirty- 
three  years.  About  1SS9  ]Mr.  \\'allacc  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  on  Spring  street,  and  he  now 
enjoys  an  extensive  and  proiitable  trade  in  that  line. 
He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and,  since  his  naturalization  in  1857,  he  has  been  a 
steadfast  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  For 
six  years  he  served  as  assessor,  and  at  present  he  is 
a  member  of  the  local  board  of  relief. 

On  June  9,  1856,  during  his  residence  in  Water- 
bury,  Air.  Wallace  was  married  there  to  Aliss  Mary 
Doran,  also  a  native  of  Queens  County,  Ireland,  and 
the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union :  Alar- 
garet ;  Julia,  deceased ;  Angeline,  deceased;  Celia, 
deceased ;  Thomas ;  John ;  George,  a  painter  at 
Windsor  Locks;  Frank,  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven; 
and  Sadie,  Katie,  and  Katie  (2J,  all  three  deceased. 
Air.  Wallace  and  his  family  are  prominent  members 
of  St.  Alary's  Catholic  Church,  and  for  thirty  years 
lie  has  held  the  position  of  collector  of  pew  rents. 

LIXNECS  F.  TURNER.  Success  is  deter- 
mined by  one's  ability  to  recognize  opportunity, 
and  pursue  this  with  a  resolute  and  unflagging  en- 
crgv.  It  results  from  continued  labor,  and  the  man 
who  thus  accomplishes  his  ptirpose  tisually  becomes 
an  important  factor  in  the  business  circles  of  the 
community  with  w-hich  he  is  connected.  Air.  Turner, 
through  such  means,  has  attained  a  leading  place 
among  the  representative  men  of  Burlington,  and  his 
well-spent  and  honorable  life  commands  the  respect 
of  all  who  know  him. 

Air.  Turner  was  born  in  Palernio,  Waldo  Co., 
Alaine,  Nov.  29,  1856,  a  son  of  Abiel  and  Sarah 
(Dunton)  Turner.  The  father,  who  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  entered  the 
L'nion  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  3.  1863.  The  mother 
is  still  living.  Our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place  until  nine  years  of  age, 
v.-hen  he  was  obliged  to  begin  earning  his  own  live- 
lihood, as  his  father  had  died  two  years  previously. 
He  first  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  $5  per  month 
for  the  first  year,  after  that  getting  from  eight  to 
fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  was  thus  employed 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  cotton- 
mills  at  Salem,  Alass.,  as  oiler  on  spindles,  receiving 
S7.50  per  v.-eek. 

On  leaving  there  AFr.  Turner  returned  home, 
where  he  worked  at  farm  labor  until,  in  1874,  he 
came  to  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  and  for  one  year 
worked  in  the  kitchen  of  the  insane  asylum  there. 
The  following  six  months  he  was  employed  in  tlie 
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insane  hospital  ai  Tavniton,  Mass.,  and  then  rotnrncd  ! 
to  the  hospital  in  Middlctown,  whore  he  remained  as  I 
an  attemlanl  in  the  wards  for  six  years.    Dnring  his  ' 
time  he  slndied  hard  to  obtain  an  education,  and  i 
also  took  up  the  study  of  bookkeepintx  and  music. 
In  September,  iSSo,  in  company  with  his  broth.er 
Leslie,  who  was  also  an  employe  in  the  insane  hospi- 
tal, he  came  to  Burlington  and,  formini;  a  partner- 
ship, they  purchased  the  general  store  of  W.  F.  Ses- 
sons,  which  tliey  conducted  together  for  seven  vears. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  our  suliject  purchased  his 
brother's  interest,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged 
\v.  bus'ness  alcne.    He  carries  a  large  and  well- 
selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  has  built 
up  an  excellent  trade. 

On  March  29,  1S81,  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Turner 
married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Beckley,  daughter  of  Lu- 
ther Beckley,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren :  Roy,  who  is  a  student  at  the  Ohio  Medical 
University.  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Lila  ^^lay,  attend- 
ing the  Collinsville  high  school.  ^Ir.  and  }\Irs. 
Turner  are  both  members  of  the  Grange  at  Whig- 
ville,  and  he  also  belongs  to  Collinsville  Lodge,  Xo. 
29,  F.  &  A.  'SI.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  auditor  and  tax  collector  of  Burlington. 
For  twenty  consecutive  years  he  has  filled  the  oi^ce 
of  postmaster — a  longer  period  than  that  of  any 
other  in  Hartford  county — being  first  appointed 
during  President  Hayes'  administration.  He  is  lib- 
eral in  his  religious  views,  is  temperate  in  habits, 
and  is  a  man  well  liked  and  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him. 

ELLERY  LEE  BREW^ER,  the  well-known  and 
highly-respected  retired  farmer  and  tobacco-grower 
of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  Feb.  23, 
1823,  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Xorman  S. 
Brewer,  south  of  the  Hockanum  cemetery,  and  is  a 
son  of  Allen  and  A'elina  (Bidwell)  Brewer,  who 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  named  Ashbel, 
Emmcline,  Julia  Ann,  Sherman  A..  Francis  S.,  El- 
lery  Lee,  Henrietta  and  Prudence  C. 

Allen  Brewer  was  born  [March  23,  1789,  on  the 
old  homestead  near  the  river  bank,  and  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer ;  he  clung  to  his  birthplace  until  1S34, 
when  he  purchased  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Fl- 
lery  Lee  Brewer,  erected  the  dwelling,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Xov.  19, 
1853.  He  served  in  the  v,-ar  of  1812.  His  wife 
passed  away  Xov.  28,  1855. 

Ellery  Lee  Brewer  was  eleven  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  father  to  his  present  farm,  which 
has  ever  since  been  his  home.  His  schooling  he  ob- 
tained under  Solomon  Cone,  in  the  old  brick  school- 
house  on  the  west  side  of  High  street  and  north  of 
Pewter  Pot  brook.  The  school  room  was  of  the 
old-fashioned  type.  The  scholars  sat  on  settees 
along  the  walls,  and  faced  the  teacher.  A  long 
continuous  desk  ran  along  the  four  walL,  between 


!  the  walls  and  the  settees,  and  when  the  scholars 
I  wrote  they  were  obliged  lo  swing  their  legs  over 
!  the  settees  and  turn  tiieir  backs  to  the  pedagogue, 
i  Gov.  Richard  D.  Hubbard  was  an  older  scholar 
when  ]Mr.  I'.rewer  entered  this  school. 

Idis  boyhood  our  subject  passed  on  his  father's 
farm.  His  brothers  as  they  came  of  age  struck  out 
for  themselves,  but  Ellerv  at  his  father's  wish  re- 
mained at  home  to  carry  on  the  place.  Corn,  pota- 
toes, oats  and  rye  were  the  main  crops  prior  to  the 
increase  in  tobacco  production.  Tobacco  was 
raised,  too,  in  a  small  way,  back  early  in  the  century. 
Mr.  Brewer  recalls  that  his  father  himself  made  into 
cigars  what  little  he  grew,  put  them  into  boxes,  100 
to  a  box,  papered  and  branded  the  box,  and  in  the 
spring  put  the  boxes  on  board  a  sailing-vessel  and 
sold  them  to  Xew  York  buyers  for  a  "York  shilling'' 
(12; J  cents),  a  box.  During  the  winter  Mr. 
Brewer  was  busy  at  boot-making. 

At  his  father's  death  Mr.  Brewer  took  entire 
charge  of  a  farm  of  thirty-three  acres.  He  turned 
his  attention  largely  toward  stock  raising,  in  which 
he  found  considerable  profit  prior  to  the  competi- 
tion from  the  W  est ;  was  a  lover  of  fine  cattle,  in 
which  he  dealt  extensively  at  one  time.  Early  in 
the  war  tobacco  prices  increased  rapidly,  and  in 
two  or  .  three  years  the  tobacco  acreage  in  town 
nearly  doubled.  Mr.  Brewer  was  among  those  who 
tried  to  make  the  supply  equal  to  the  demand.  In 
1854  he  raised  only  one  acre,  which  was  far  above 
the  ordinary.  In  1861  his  planting  was  three  acres, 
and  in  1874  it  was  seven  acres.  In  1854  he  ob- 
tained 12  cents  a  pound,  but  in  1864  he  sold  for  25 
cents,  and  in  1869,  1870  and  1873  he  obtained  55 
cents  a  pound.  Sir.  Brewer's  farm  now  includes 
about  fifty  acres. 

The  marriage  of  Ellerv  L.  Brewer  took  place 
April  5,  1S54,  to  Miss  Mary  W.  Porter,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  IMarv  (Wyllys)  Porter,  and  born 
in  East  Hartford  July  4,  1823.  Jonathan  Porter 
died,  however,  when  his  daughter,  ]\Iary  \\'.,  was 
eight  years  old,  and  the  latter  at  an  early  age  was 
obliged  to  work  out  in  order  to  aid  in  the  support 
of  the  family,  but  succeeded  in  securing  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  same  school  in  which  Sir.  Brewer  was 
educated.  To  this  felicitous  union  two  children 
have  been  born:  Julia  Elma,  born  Xov.  15,  1857, 
who  is  still  making  her  home  with  her  parents ;  and 
Edna  F.,  who  was  born  I'eb.  17,  1859,  and  was  mar- 
ried }ilarch  10,  18S5,  to  Charles  H.  Daniels,  who 
was  born  I\Iarch  20,  i860.  Sir.  and  ]\Irs.  Daniels 
have  two  children,  Mabel  Florence,  born  Aug.  23, 
1895,  and  Percy  Raymond,  born  Dec.  12,  1896. 

Mr.  Daniels  is  a  taxidermist  of  considerable 
skill,  and  has  two  rooms  especially  constructed  in 
his  new  home,  in  one  of  wliich  he  mounts  and  pre- 
serves objects  of  natural  history.  The  other  room 
is  fitted  throughout  with  glass  cases  in  which  may 
be  seen  many  fine  specimens  of  his  art,  including,  in 
variety,  from  the  humming  bird  to  the  bald  eagle, 
the  American  emblem.    This  fine  modern  dwelling 
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was  plannoJ  aiul  orootcU  l>y  Mr.  Daniels  in  189S, 
cspcciallv  for  his  and  his  lanuly's  ocoupancv. 

Mr.  Browrr  joined  tlie  i'irsi  Cuns^Tegational 
Cliurch  when  he  wa^  lweni_v-ti\e  years  ui  Uijc,  and 
has  ever  since  retained  his  niemhership.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  straight  Kepnhlioan,  but  has  never  sont^ht 
nor  accepted  nomination  for  public  office.  He  is  a 
very  kind  and  y;enerous  gentleman,  and  with  him 
his  mother-in-law  made  lier  home  until  her  death, 
Sept.  I,  1S75.  He  began  his  business  lite  bv  buying 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  to  his  father  s  estate, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife  soon 
paid  for  it  all.  Tliior.gh  iiulustry  -^nd  unswerv- 
ing integrity  he  has  placed  himself  among  the  best 
and  most  substantial  residents  of  the  town,  by  all  of 
whom  he  is  most  highly  esteemed,  without  excep- 
tion. He  has  an  excellent  memory,  antl  many  a 
pleasant  old-time  anecdote,  many  a  curious  story  of 
by-gone  days,  and  many  an  mteresting  reminis- 
cence of  staid  citizens'  in  their  gay  youth,  ^Ir. 
Brewer  has  at  his  command.  Two  forgotten  in- 
dustries of  Hockanum  he  can  describe,  indvistries 
which  have  passed  from  the  memory  of  almost  all 
but  the  older  residents.  These  are  boot-making 
and  salmon  fishing.  In  the  middle  of  the  centurv 
nearly  every  family  in  W  illow  Brook  district  was 
occupied  in  the  making  of  boots  for  the  Hartford 
market.  There  were  no  large  boot  and  shoe  facto- 
ries at  the  time,  and  dealers  in  those  commodities 
bought  their  raw  material  and  had  it  made  into  the 
form  they  wished.  There  was  little  demand  for 
shoes,  and  boots  had  the  call.  "'Stogy''  boots  in 
particular  were  popular.  Hartford  dealers  had  the 
majority  of  their  work  done  in  Willow  Brook  dis- 
trict, where  a  little  colony  of  bootmakers  foUow^ed 
the  trade  summer  and  winter.  ]\Ir.  Brewer  recol- 
lects twenty-five  families  interested  in  the  trade 
about  the  year  1840.  Some  years  subsequently  boot 
and  shoe  factories  began  to  increase  and  multiply, 
and  the  Willow  Brook  bootmakers  began  to  wrestle 
with  competition.  This  grew,  and  their  profits  kept 
decreasing  until  they  were  glad  to  turn  to  tobacco 
raising  when  it  began  to  grow  more  extensive, 
about  1861-62. 

Mr.  Brew-er  watched  with  keen  attention  these 
mutations,  was  quick  to  avail  himself  of  opportuni- 
ties as  they  ottered  and  to  keep  abreast  with  the 
times,  and  now,  having  secured  a  competency,  re- 
tires to  enjoy  in  peace — for  many  years  to  come,  it 
is  hoped  by  his  numerous  friends — the  fruits  of  his 
early  industry. 

JAAIES  B.  RYAN.  It  is  probably  safe  to  say 
that  no  hotel  man  in  Hartford  county  has  been  more 
popular  with  the  better  class  of  society  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  "Elm  Tree  Inn,"  over 
which  he  presided,  is  located  in  the  sleepy  old  his- 
torical village  of  Farmington,  nine  miles  from  Hart- 
ford, with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  suburban  trol- 
ley line.  This  hostelry,  w-hich  has  become  the 
Mecca  of  many  pleasant  parties,  has  been  gradually 
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i  e\ (.lived  from  the-  old  \\'hitinore  home  of  thirty 
I  years  ago,  and  because  of  its  delightful  location,  ex- 
I  celleni  service  and  efficient  management  has  become 
j  one  of  the  mo^i  sought-for  places  of  rest  in  the 
j  couniy.  yir.  Ryan  had  many  years  of  experience 
i  as  host  before  he  became  proprietor  of  the  ■"Elm 
Tree  Inn." 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Moore's  Junction,  in 
the  northern  part  of  Xew  York,  June  5,  1S53,  ^''^^^ 
being  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  he  accepted  a 
position  in  the  "Lake  House,"  at  Burlington,  \'t. 
During  his  early  school  days  he  was  an  employe  of 
the  "American  House."  at  Winchendon,  ]Mass.,  and 
was  sttccessfully  connected  with  the  "Pequod 
House,"  at  Athol,  3dass.,  and  the  "Revere  House,'' 
at  Brattleboro,  \'t.,  after  which  he  traveled  for  a 
short  time  as  a  salesman  for  the  firm  of  Holden  & 
Clav,  of  Boston,  [Mass.  After  leaving  their  employ 
he  successfully  conducted  a  restaurant,  billiard  hall 
and  bath  house  at  Athol,  jMass.,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Orange,  same  State,  to  become  manager 
of  the  "^Mansion  House."  For  a  time  he  held  a 
similar  position  in  the  "Amherst  House,''  at  Am- 
herst, ^lass. ;  the  "Rockville  House,"  at  Rockville, 
Conn.;  and  the  "United  States  Hotel,"  in  Hartford. 
In  May,  1S93,  -^^i"-  ^y3.n  became  proprietor  of  the 
"Elm  Tree  Inn,"  of  I'armington,  and  in  1895  bought 
the  property,  which  he  converted  into  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  best  hotels  in  the  county.  On 
Sept.  I,  1900,  he  took  possession,  as  prog^rietor,  of 
the  "Parson  Theater  Cafe,"  which  he  is  conducting 
with  l]is  customary  consideration  for  the  taste  and 
comfort  of  his  patrons. 

Mr.  Ryan  married  [Miss  Cora  Putnam  Rund,  a 
native  of  Alassachusetts.  They  have  no  family. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternitv. 

KEIRAN  iMcCABE,  a  leading  cigar  manu- 
facturer of  Windsor  Locks,  has  been  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  that  business  for  twenty-two  years. 

Mr.  McCabe  was  born  Aug,  24,  1844,  in  Kings 
County,  Ireland,  but  was  brought  to  this  country 
when  only  seven  months  old.  His  father,  James 
McCabe,  who  was  a  farmer  and  tobacco  grower 
by  occupation,  came  to  America  in  1845,  'i^^d  after 
residing  for  a  time  in  Glendale,  Mass.,  and  Ware- 
house Point  and  Enfield,  Conn.,  settled  in  1861  at 
Windsor  Locks;  he  died  there  May  4,  1898.  His 
wife,  Mary  Cone,  survived  him  but  a  short  time, 
dying  in  August  of  the  same  year.  They  had  thir- 
teen children,  nine  of  whom  are  living,  and  two, 
Keiran  and  Thomas,  reside  in  \Vindsor  Locks. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  En- 
field and  \\'arehousc  Point,  and  at  an  early  age  be- 
gan work  in  a  cotton  mill  at  Windsor  Locks.  He 
continued  this  occupation  for  about  seven  years, 
and  for  three  years,  from  the  age  of  seventeen 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  he  had  charge  of 
j  two  rooms,  blinding  tlie  business  uncongem'al,  he 
learned  the  cigarmaker".-,  trade  in  Windsor  Locks 
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aiul  SiilTiold,  aiul  siion  aftorward  c'ni;agcd  in  niaii- 
ulacturing  on  his  own  acconnt.  On  Sept.  lo,  1875, 
he  oiH-ncd  his  present  hqunr  sioix-,  wlure  ho  con- 
ducts a  profitable  !ni>iiKSs.  Tohticallv  he  was  a 
Democrat  initn  iSyo,  when  his  convictions  un  soun  I 
money  led  liim  to  give  his  supiwrt  to  the  ivepubhcan 
party. 

On  June  2i).  1875,  Mr.  McCabc  married  .\iiss 
Margaret  Scanell  ;  their  lannly  consists  01  t  .vo 
adopted  slaughters.  Mary  and  Lhzabeth.  .Mr.  '.ic- 
Cabe  is  connected  with  several  social  organizations, 
being-  an  honorary  member  of  the  A.  O.  H.,  and 
an  associate  men-,ber  v-i  j.  11.  Conwrse  Post,  Xo. 
67,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

EDWARD  G.  FOWLER,  a  respected  citizen 
and  a  resident  of  Bkiomfield  since  1874,  was  born  in 
Suffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  July  15,  1S40,  and  is 
a  son  of  Gamaliel  and  Elizabeth  Elmina  (Humis- 
ton)  I-"owler. 

Gamaliel  Fowler,  father  of  Edward  G.,  was  a 
son  of  Lieut.  Fowler,  a  hero  of  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  and  was  bom  in  the  town  of  SutTield.  where 
he  passed  iiis  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  hrst 
married  Sallie  Xoble,  of  Southwick,  Conn.,  who  bore 
him  three  children — Xewton,  Gamaliel  and  Cor- 
delia, all  of  whom  have  passed  awa}" — and  to  his 
second  marriage,  with  Elizabeth  Elmina  Humis- 
ton,  of  West  Springfield,  ^Mass.,  were  born  two 
children,  Elizabeth  Latham,  deceased,  and  Edward 
G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Fowler  was  a 
man  of  considerable  intluence  in  Suffield,  where 
he  taught  school,  was  a  chorister  and  deacon  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  died,  a  sincere  Christian,  in 
July,  1S65,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

Edward  G.  Fowler  passed  his  boyhood  years 
and  early  manhood  in  his  native  town,  working  on 
the  home  farm,  and  he  also  worked  for  fifteen  years 
in  Pratt  &  Whitney's  shop  at  Hartford.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  he  married,  at  East  Cornwall,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  ^liss  Ellen  Jane  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Thompson,  D.  D.,  a  native  of 
England  and  a  Baptist  clergyman.  To  this  mar- 
riage have  been  born  si.x  children,  in  the  following 
order:  George  Thompson,  born  June  17,  1867, 
and  married  to  Eugenia  C.  Thrall,  of  Hartford,  has 
a  family  of  three  children,  Ernest,  Henry  and 
Oliver;  Minnie  May,  born  Oct.  5,  186S,  is  married 
to  Samuel  E.  Spencer,  and  is  the  mother  of  Ethel 
Orrin,  Gladys  and  Earle  Fowler;  Maria  Louise, 
born  March  28,  1870.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Chaffee, 
of  Hartford,  and  has  a  son,  Ralph  Gilbert;  Albert 
Lewis  was  born  ]\Iarch  4,  1872:  Edward  Clarence, 
July  15,  1874,  and  Elizabeth  Ellen,  Dec.  2,  1876. 

In  1874  Mr.  Fowler  settled  in  Bloomfield,  and 
here  engaged  in  farming,  the  vocation  with  winch 
he  became  so  thoroughly  familiar  in  early  manhood, 
and  which,  since  living  in  Bloomfield.  he  has  profit- 
ably followed.  Mr.  I-owler  is  a  Baptist  in  his  re- 
ligious faith,  and  a  highly  respected  member  of  the 
church  at  Bloomfield. 


>L\RTIX  A'AX  BCREX  FORTER,  one  of 
the  prominent  and  highly-respecicd  citizens  of  South 
W  indsor,  vp^nt  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  as  the 
trained  and  trusted  employe  of  a  large  manufac- 
turing ciinijiany.  After  a  service  of  forty-five  years 
with  one  company,  at  once  honorable  and  respon- 
sible, he  resigned  his  position,  and  settled  on  the 
old  homesteati,  which  lie  inherited,  there  to  eiijov 
the  quiet  and  comparative  case  so  richly  earned. 

Mr.  Porter's  father,  Abiezer  Porter,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  Argonauts,  who,  spurred  like  manv  other 
active  and  ambitious  men  by  the  tales  of  gold  dis- 
coveries on  the. Pacific  slope,  sought  wealth  in  the 
unknown  land.  He  was  one  of  the  unfortunates 
whom  death  claimed  before  his  dreams  were  real- 
ized. In  the  East  he  had  been  successful.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor,  and  in  his 
_\outh  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  this  proving  a  stepping-stone  to  a  more 
important  vocation.  He  became  a  manufacturer 
of  tacks,  brads  and  shoe  nails,  and  his  factory  was 
the  present  school  house  at  South  Windsor,  where 
he  for  many  years  actively  manufactured  nails,  un- 
til the  gold  fever  drew  him  to  the  distant  western 
shores  of  the  country.  He  made  the  trip  over- 
land successfully,  but  died  in  the  gold  fields  some 
years  later.  Abiezer  Porter  married  Sophia  Wood, 
who  bore  him  seven  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Hiram  S.  Anderson ;  Edwin  A.,  now  living  at 
Genoa,  DeKalb  Co.,  111. ;  Frederick  A. ;  Henry  E. ; 
Leroy  L.,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  while  in  the  service ;  Charlotte,  who  died  aged 
six  years:  and  Martin  V.  B.,  our  subject,  all  now> 
(ieceased  except  Edwin  A.  and  our  subject.  The 
mother  died  in  1843. 

Mr.  Porter  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  Oct.  8,  1833.  He  was  but  ten  years  old 
v/hen  his  mother  died,  and  at  that  age  went  to 
Manchester  and  did  chores  for  his  board  and  clothes. 
He  attended  school  about  two  years  after  his 
mother's  death.  In  1850,  at  the  age  of  about  seven- 
teen years,  he  began  his  long  and  prosperous  career 
in  one  of  Hartford  county's  manufactories.  At 
Flartford  he  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  Case- 
Tififany  Co.,  now  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard,  be- 
ginning in  the  press-room,  and  steadily  improved  his 
position.  Wlien  he  resigned  in  1895  to  return  to 
the  farm  he  had  been  foreman  of  the  book  depart- 
ment for  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  Porter  married,  in  1855,  Lydia  A.  Meek, 
and  has  two  children :  Frederick  L.  and  Eleanor 
E.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  of  Hart- 
ford. Mr.  Porter  owns  twenty  acres  of  land,  most 
of  which  is  very  valuable  for  tobacco  culture,  a 
branch  of  agriculture  to  which  it  is  largely  devoted. 

ROBERT  FRAXKLIX  WOODFORD,  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Plainville,  who  follows  farming 
and  is  also  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  business 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  R.        Woodford  & 
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Son,  was  boin  in  Avon,  this  oounl\ ,  Mav  27,  1824, 
and  is  a  son  ol  Anuisa  and  Alnura  Ik-ach  I  W'ootl- 
lord. 

yir.  Woodford's  iiatcrnal  grandparents  were 
Capt.  Dudley  and  Candis  (  Xoali )  Woodford.  The 
grandfather,  who  served  with  distinction  as  an 
ofticer  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  born  in  1753, 
and  died  in  1803.  liis  parents  were  Capt.  \\  ill- 
iani  and  Susannah  (Garrett  I  Woodford.  Joseph 
Woodford,  father  of  Capt.  William,  was  a  son  of 
Joseph  Woodford,  Sr.,  and  a  grandson  of  Thonuts 
\\'oodford,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  and  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford. 

Aniasa  Woodford,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  17S0,  and  died  in  1862.  JJy  his  tirst 
wife,  Alniira  Beach,  he  had  twelve  children,  ten  of 
\vhoni  reached  years  of  maturity  :  Almira,  wife  of 
Edward  ^Miller ;  Xancy,  wife  of  Leverett  Hart; 
Amasa  D. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  Abel  L.  Bar- 
ber; John  B. ;  Maria,  wife  of  George  Chidsey ; 
Harry  ^1.;  Esther,  wife  of  Henry  AI.  Woodford; 
Robert  E.,  our  subject;  and  Harvey.  The  father's 
second  wife  was  Mrs.  Xancy  Woodford,  his  third 
being  ]Mrs.  Fanny  Woodford. 

The  early  life  of  Robert  F.  Woodford  was  passed 
ill  Avon,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  common  and 
select  schools.  He  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer,  but  later  worked  for  three  years  in  an  axe 
factor)-  in  Collinsville,  and  then  purchased  a  farm 
in  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  for  fifteen  years. 
The  following  eight  years  he  spent  in  Xew  ITaven, 
where  for  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  in  1876  he  came  to 
Plainville,  where  lie  has  since  followed  farming 
with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has  also  been  en- 
gfaered  in  the  coal  and  wood  business  since  1882, 
carrying  same  on  as  a  member  01  the  hrm  ot  R. 
F.  Woodford  &  Son  since  1887. 

Mr.  Woodford  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Helen  E.  Bishop,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Diana  (Frisbie)  Bishop,  of  Avon,  and  by  that 
union  had  four  children:  Helen  M.,  now  Mrs. 
Abbott  F.  Dill ;  George  C. ;  Prescott  G. ;  and  Emma 
D.,  wife  of  F.  W.  Allderidge.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  (Griswold)  ^^loses,  of 
Tvlassachusetts.  r\Ir.  Woodford  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  most  creditably  served 
as  selectman  of  Plainville  for  several  terms.  He 
is  progressive,  public-spirited  and  enterprising,  and 
has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  in  either  business,  social  or 
public  life. 

George  Clifford  Woodford,  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  R.  F.  Woodford  &  Son,  wood  and 
coal  merchants,  Plainville,  was  born  in  Avon,  this 
county,  Dec.  5,  1850,  and  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  receiving  a  good  practical  education  in  its 
common  schools.  By  trade  he  is  a  joiner,  and  he 
followed  that  occupation  for  many  years,  being  en- 
gaged in  contracting  from  1880  to  1887.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  interested  in  his  present  busi- 


ness, and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade.  Like  his 
father,  he  is  a  very  progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  has  also  served  as  selectman  of  Plain- 
ville several  terms.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat, 
in  1884  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Emma 
A.  rallies,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  V.  and  Sarah 
(Stevens)  !Miles,  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut. 

C.  H^IVIXG  PHELAXD,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  West 
Suttield,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  there  3.1arch 
7,  1861., 

}        The  Plicland  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  and 
the  first  to  come  to  the  X'ew  World  was  Thomas 
Pheland,  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  settled 
in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  then  a  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1733.    He  became  a  large  land  owner  in 
West  Sufiield,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  until 
his  death,  X'ov.  17,  17O9,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  the  \\"est  Suffield  cemetery.    He  had  no  children 
of  his  own,  but  adopted  a  son  who  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph  Pheland,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  West 
Suftield,  and  there  continued  to  make  his  home 
I  throughout  life.    He  also  owned  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  10,  3rd  Massachusetts 
I  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Jesse  }vlclntire.      At  this 
\  time  the  name  became  changed,  presuniablv  by  mis- 
'  take  in  his  commission,  and  he  was  afterward  known 
as  Joseph  Phelon.    All  of  his  descendants  have  spelt 
the  name  Phelon,  with  the  exception  of  our  stibject. 
who  uses  the  original  spelling.    Joseph  Phelon  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
:  byterian  Church.      He   married    Elizabeth  King 
Sept.  5,  1754,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  Feeding  Hills. 
Xov.  27,  1800,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
I  old  cemetery  at  Feeding  Hill,  Alassachusetts. 

-  Thomas  Phelon,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
i  subject,  remained  on  the  old  homestead  in  West  Suf- 
field throughout  life.    He  was  also  one  of  the  men 
who  valiantly  fought  for  the  freedom  of  the  Colo- 
nies during  the  Revolutionary  w^ar,  serving  as  a 
I  private  in  Company  8,  Capt.  Harmon,  Col.  Walcott's 
j  Regiment  of  Connecticut  troops.    In  religious  faith 
I  he  was  a  Congregationalist,  and  in  political  senti- 
,  ment  a  Democrat.      He  wedded  Alary  King,  of 
I  West  Suffield,  and  the  children  born  to  them  were 
'  Thomas,  a  physician  of  Cherry  \'alley,  X.  Y. ;  Jo- 
seph, a  banker  of  the  same  place;  Isaac,  grandfather 
of  our  subject;  Mary  and  Cynthia,  who  both  died 
I  unmarried ;  and  Julius. 

j  Isaac  Phelon  never  left  the  old  homestead,  and 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place  :  follow- 
!  ing  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  life.  He 
'  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  well- 
i  known  and  highly  respected,  and  was  a  supporter 
'  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  never  an  office  seeker. 
'  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Zion's  Hill,  and  at  his  death  he  was  laid  to  rest  in 
I  the  West  Suffield  cemetery.    He  married  Miss  Lucy 
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Warner,  of  llie  same  town,  and  the  children  born  to 
them  w  ere  Seymour,  wlio  died  in  \\  est  Sulheld ; 
Lucia,  who  married  Rufus  Rising,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Dalos  (^now  deceased),  who  was  a 
resident  of  Lorain  comity,  Ohio ;  Cyrus,  wlio  died 
in  Sut'tield  ;  Tiiomas,  lather  of  our  subject ;  Carlton,  a 
cigar  maker,  whu  died  in  Rising  Corners  (his  wife, 
Amoret  Rising,  is  still  living)  :  and  Benjamin,  a 
farmer  of  West  Snt^ield,  who  married  (first)  Lorain 
Sheldon,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Sheldon,  and 
(second)  Mrs.  Lllen  Phelon ;  and  Cynthia. 

Thomas  Phelon,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
on  the  old  home  farm.  Oct.  7.  1818.  and  was  reared 
there  acquiring  a  good  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  town,  and  the  Connectictit  Literary 
Institute.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Ohio  with 
his  brother  Dalos,  and  after  spending  some  time 
there  proceeded  to  Illinois.  Chicago  was  then  in 
its  infancy,  and,  predicting  that  it  would  one  day 
become  a  great  city,  lie  wished  to  invest  in  real  estate 
there,  but  was  disuaded  by  his  brother.  Had  he 
followed  his  own  inclinations  he  would  have  un- 
doubtedly made  a  forttnie.  Returning  to  his  native 
county,  he  embarked  in  farming  upon  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  it  being  then  known 
as  the  \\'arner  farm.  He  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  agri- 
ctiltural  pursuits  there  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
also  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  but  is  now  living 
retired  with  our  subject.  He  attends  the  3>Iethodist 
Episcopal  Chtirch,  but  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  and  is  one  of  the  highly-respected  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  the  community  where  he  has  so 
long  made  his  home.  Politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  desired 
official  honors.  At  Feeding  Hills,  ]\Iass.,  in  1839, 
he  married  IMiss  Daphney  Lticinda  Phelon,  a  na- 
tive of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Clara  (Wilcox)  Phelon,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  ^^'ilcox,  of  Suftield.  Xine  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  (i)  Plarriet  is  now  the  widow  of 
Edw-ard  Loomis,  of  Soutlnvick,  ]Mass.  (2)  Emily 
is  the  wife  of  G.  Corning,  of  Xew  York  City.  (3) 
Susan  P.  accjuired  her  literary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
and  then  spent  several  years  in  the  L'nion  office  ot 
Springfield,  ^Nlass ;  in  1S83  she  was  graduated  from 
the  \Voman"s  3*Iedical  College  of  New  York  City, 
and  was  the  first  woman  in  Sufiield  to  enter  a  pro- 
fession. For  the  past  fifteen  years  she  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Spring- 
field, ]\Iass. ;  she  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  E.  Seymour, 
a  real-estate  man  of  that  place.  (4)  Isaac  Henry  is 
now  in  South  Africa.  (5)  Frank  A.  is  in  Boston, 
Mass.  (6)  Horace  N.  is  a  resident  of  Philadelphia. 
(7)  Clara  L.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Xortlirup,  of 
Tottenville,  Statcn  Island,  N.  Y.  (8)  C.  Irving  is 
next  in  the  family.  (9)  Harry  A.  is  a  carpenter  of 
Hartford.  The  mother  died  in  1S83.  and  was  buried 
at  Feeding  Hills,  on  land  which  was  given  by  her 
father  for  a  cemeterv. 


C.  Irving  Pheland  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
district  schools  of  West  Sheffield,  and  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  he  went  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  to 
bcgm  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of 
Master  &;  Preston.  There  he  remained  four  years, 
in  the  meantime  attending  night  school.  While  in 
tliat  city  he  fell  from  an  elevator  and  broke  his  leg, 
which  accident  made  him  lame.  Later  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  drug  clerk  by  Herman  Krable,  of  Xew 
York  City,  proprietor  of  the  oldest  drug  house  in 
the  city.  \\  hile  there  he  graduated  in  pharmacy, 
but  in  18S3  ^^''is  coinpelled  to  give  up  the  business  on 

j  account  of  ill  health.  Returning  to  the  old  home- 
stead in  West  Suffield,  he  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  agricultural  pursuits,  making  a  specialty  of 

I  tobacco  growing. 

On  2vlay  25,  1S81,  in  Xew  York,  Air.  Pheland 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Stoughton,. 
a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of  LaFayette 
Stoughton.  Mrs.  Pheland  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement.  To  this  marriage  has  been  born  one 
child,  Inez  P.,  wdio  is  now  a  student  in  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  of  Suffield.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  poptilar  citizens  of  his  com- 
munit}-,  and  is  an  honored  member  of  the  O.  U.  A. 
yi.,  and  Grange,  both  of  Suffield.  He  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been  chosen  to 
till  a  number  of  local  offices  of  trust,  being  assessor 
of  the  town  of  Suffield  three  years,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  and  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

JOFIX  HEXRY  BURXHAM,  tobacco-grower, 
general  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  East  Hart- 
i  ford,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  family  which  for  two 
hundred  and  sixty  years  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  prosperitv  of  Hartford  county. 

Thomas  Burnham,  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  xAmerica,  was  born  in  England  in  161 7,  in 
1635  sailed  from  Gravesend  for  the  Barbadoes,  and 
soon  afterward  came  to  Connecticut,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose, apparently,  of  advancing  his  fortune.  He  was  a 
shrewd  criminal  lawyer,  and  met  with  little  favor 
among  his  Puritan  neighbors,  and  for  his  defense 
of  Abigail  Betts  was  accused  of  "Ijlasphemy"  in 
"saving  her  neck,"  and  was  prohibited  from  further 
practice  in  tlie  courts.  He  owned  property  at  the 
corner  of  Alain  and  State  streets,  in  Hartford,  mar- 
ried Ann  ,  and  had  born  to  him  a  family 

of  nine  children :  Thomas  ;  John,  who  died  in  1721  ; 
one  whose  name  is  not  on  record  ;  SanuK-l ;  Marv ; 
Anna;  William;  Richard,  who  married  Sarah 
liumphreys  June  11,  1680;  and  Rebecca,  who  was 
married  to  William  Mann,  of  Wethcrsfield. 

Thomas  l^>urnham,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas,  the 
emigrant,  married  Jan.  4,  1676,  Xaomi  Hull,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Hull,  of  KilliiiLrworth,  Conn.,  and  had 
a  family  of  nine  children:  'i'homas,  born  April  16. 
1678,  married  ]--lizal)elh  Strong,  and  died  April  18, 
1721  :  John  was  born  May  22,  1681  ;  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1684,  was  married  Alarch  4,  1702.  to  Richard 
'  Gilman ;  Sarah,  born  March  7,  1686,  became  the 
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%vifo  of  a  Mr.  Mulfonl;  Xaonii,  l)orn  Juno  3,  1688, 
.was  married  May  7,  1713,  to  josiah  C.aylurd ; 
Charles,  oi  whom  tunl-.cr  iiiuuiun  will  bo  niade. 
was  next  in  order  of  birth;  .Marv,  born  in  l("j2, 
was  married  to  Lieut.  John  Anderson;  Abigail,  born 
March  25.  i(«)4.  was  married  to  Josiah  U'illiams ; 
and  Josiah,  born  Sept.  6.  itxj)'!,  married,  lived  and 
died  in  W'arriner,  Alassachuselts. 

Charles  Burnham,  sixth  cliild  and  third  son  of 
Thomas  (j).  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Jonas 
^^■illiams.  She  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  "three 
years  old,  and  was  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Eleazer;  George,  who  Tnarried  Eailislieba  Dart,  and 
died  May  i,  1812;  and  Thankful,  who  was  born 
in  1740,  was  married  to  Timothy  Burnham,  and 
died  2\lay  22,  1S24. 

Eleazer  Burnham,  eldest  child  of  Charles,  was 
born  in  1729,  and  married  Tryphena  King,  who 
was  born  in  1753  and  died  Xov.  7,  18 14.  while  his 
own  death  took  place  ]\Iarch  4.  1S15.  To  this  couple 
carne  three  children:  Eleazer,  born  in  17S0.  mar- 
ried Sarah  Morton,  and  died  May  12,  1816:  Phineas, 
born  June  24,  17S3,  married  Abigail  Huntley,  and 
died  Eeb.  i,  1830;  and  Jesse  was  born  Mav  20, 
1785- 

Jesse  Burnham,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  a  farmer  and  butcher,  lived  in  East  Hart- 
ford, and  was  considered  to  be  the  best  butcher  in 
the  town.  He  married  Anna  Abbey,  who  was  born 
Aug.  18.  1784,  and  was  a  daugliter  of  Xehemiah 
Abbey,  the  latter  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  born  near  Utica,  who  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  four  years  old.  Jesse  and  Anna  Burn- 
ham had  a  family  of  five  children :  r\Iabel  Abbey, 
born  Sept.  11,  181 1,  died  Oct.  3,  1825;  Levi,  born 
July  6,  1813;  ^Martin,  born  July  4,  1815,  married 
Fidelia  E.  Coop  Oct.  23,  1836;  John  Abbey  was 
the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Jesse,  born  May  31, 
1820,  married  Rhoda  Jane  Signer,  Jan.  i.  1857. 
To  the  latter  were  born  ten  children :  Jesse,  born 
Sept.  14,  1S57,  married  Alice  W'olcott,  Dec.  24, 
1879,  is  now  living  in  South  \\'indsor  :  Leander, 
also  of  South  \\'indsor.  was  born  Oct.  24,  1858. 
and  married  Mary  Bidwell  April  ii,'i883;  Estella, 
born  Aug.  30,  i860,  was  married  to  Frank  Farn- 
ham,  of  Ellington,  April  16,  1885,  and  now  re- 
sides in  East  Hartford;  William,  born  July  16,  1862, 
married  Anna  !^L  House  Aug.  29,  1889;  Arthur 
J.,  born  Xov.  21,  1864,  died  of  typhoid  fever  Oct. 
29,  1871  :  Alice  G.,  born  April  16,  1867,  was  mar- 
ried to  Edwin  Xorthrop  Aug.  22,  1S89,  and  is  now 
living  in  Quincy,  111. ;  Howard  E.,  born  Sept.  4, 
1869,  died~Oct.  4,  1871  :  Edith,  born  Oct.  3,  1871, 
died  Feb.  4,  1876;  Archie  S. ;  and  Ida  ]May,  born 
April  6,  1876,  was  married  Aug.  8,  1900,  to  Artliur 
L.  Brewer,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Torrington,  Conn.  The  father  of  this 
family,  after  a  brief  illiness,  died  on  his  homestead 
Feb.  12,  1876,  and  December  25,  of  the  same  year, 
Mrs.  Burnham  was  wedded  to  Cnarles  P.  Fair- 
banks, a  native  of  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  and  a  mason 


by  trade.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  Clarence  E..  Oct.  31,  187S,  and  Flor- 
ence, Oct.  5,  1880.  the  latter  now  attending  the 
high  school  at  Hartford. 

John  Abbey  Burnham,  son  of  Jesse,  ami  f.ither 
of  John  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  lx)rn  July 
2g,  1817,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  house  now 
occupied  by  his  son  in  East  Hartford.  He  was 
educated  at  \\'ells  Hall,  under  Prof.  Salmon  Phelps 
and  others,  and,  his  parents  being  ,comparatively 
poor,  he  early  left  home,  learned  the  trade  of 
painter  at  Hartford,  and  contributed  largely  to  their 
support.  He.  later  worked  at  the  manufacture  of 
oil-cloth  in  a  factory  that  stood  near  where  Morris 
street  intersects  the  Xew  Haven  turniiike,  and  was 
there  employed  when  his  son,  John  H.,  was  born. 
Afterward  he  was  employed  a  short  time  as  fore- 
man in  the  shop  of  George  Burnham,  father  of 
Col.  George  r>urnham,  on  Central  Row,  liartford, 
and  later  embarked  in  the  grocery  trade  in  a  small 
way  in  his  residence  on  Retreat  avenue.  His  busi- 
ness grew,  and  he  removed  to  the  corner  of  Con- 
gress street  and  Maple  avenue,  where  he  erected 
the  "flat-iron"  building.  For  eight  years  he  car- 
ried on  a  prosperous  trade  in  this  triangular  block, 
when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  seek  out-door 
exercise.  Consequently  he  purchased,  in  1858,  the 
farm  on  wdiich  his  son  John  H.  now  resides,  and 
which  then  comprised  but  eighteen  acres,  but  which 
has  since  been  increased  by  himself  and  son  to 
thirty-two  acres,  eight  of  wdiich  are  tobacco  land. 

I\Ir.  Burnham  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  18, 
1841,  wdth  r^Iary  Gardner  Childs,  a  native  of  East 
Haddam,  and  a  daughter  of  Buckley  I.  (born  Aug. 
5,  1789)  and  Sally  Tracy  (born  May  19,  1792) 
Childs.  Buckley  I.  Childs  was  a  ship  carpenter  and 
ship  owner,  and  had  several  of  his  vessels  seized 
during  the  war  of  1812,  for  wdiich  no  payment  was 
ever  made.  'Sirs.  ]\Iary  G.  (Childs)  liurnliam  was 
called  from  earth  Xov.  19,  1892,  and  John  Abbey 
Burnham  died  Jan.  16,  1896;  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  East  Hartford. 
Air.  Burnham  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  but  was 
an  indefatigable  worker,  and  it  was  while  at  work 
in  his  barn  that  he  accidentally  fell  from  a  con- 
siderable height,  and  sustained  internal  injuries  that 
resulted  in  his  death.  He  was  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  a  good  neighbor,  and  extremely  generous, 
and  noted  for  strict  honesty,  and  was  held  in  great 
respect  wdierever  known.  His  three  children  were 
as  follows:  Thomas  Warren,  wlio  was  born  >ilarch 
14,  1846,  married  Elizabeth  Kellogg,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.,  and  is  in  the  poultry  business  in  TuUy.  X^. 
Y. ;  John  H.  is  the  subject  of  this  biography;  and 
Anna  Sarah,  wno  was  born  Oct.  11,  1851,  died 
Alarch  13,  1852. 

John  H.  Burnham,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  fore- 
going, is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  his  name  in 
America.  He  was  born  Feb.  14,  1851,  on  Retreat 
avenue,  Hartford,  nearly  opposite  the  hospital,  was 
an  attendant  at  the  South  scliool,  and  was  ten  years 
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of  ago  wlion  brongiu  to  East  Hartford  bv  liis  par-  | 
ctits.    Hero  lio  attended  the  district  seliool.  tinislied  I 
liis  oilucatioii  al  Koniington's  Husiness  College,  and  j 
then  sorvotl  a  three-}  oars'  ap])renticeship  ;it  ear-  j 
pentering  with  Crane  &  P>aisden.     Prior  to  this, 
lie  remembers  Inn  ing  helped  to  tear  d^nvn  the  "Corn 
house,"  and  to  clean  np  the  cellar  of  the  Burnham 
g-arrison,  in  iS5().    The  latter  stix^d  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  his  present  farm,  and  was  then  an 
old  landmark,  with  a  history  tnito  itself. 

After  serving  out  his  aiiprenticeship  Mr.  Burn- 
ham  returned  to  the  home  which  his  father,  at  his 
death,  bestowed  upon  him,  and  here  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  Mr.  Burnham  had  ever  been  a  dutiful 
son.  invariably  sought  the  counsel  of  his  father  in 
affairs  of  more  or  less  importance,  and  hiiallv  cared 
for  both  father  and  mother  in  their  declining  years. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  joined  in  matrimony,  Oct. 
23,  1873,  with  Miss  Mary  H.  Forbes,  a  most  amiable 
lady,  and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  G. 
(Easton)  Forbes.  Her  father,  George  Forbes,  was 
born  March  20,  1821,  and  died  April  13,  1S76.  He 
was  a  farmer  at  Burnside,  and  was  a  very  bright 
man  intellectually,  but  was  a  cripple  nearly  all  his 
life  from  rheumatism.  He  w^as  a  descendant  of 
Capt.  James  Forbes,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Amer- 
ica, and  a  grandson  of  Timothy  Forbes,  a  patriot  of 
the  Revolutionarv  war.  Further  particulars  re- 
garding this  old  familv  may  be  read  in  the  sketch  of 
James  S.  Forbes,  on  another  page.  George  Forbes 
married  Elizabeth  Goodwin  Easton,  wdio  was  born 
Aug.  9,  1839,  ^  daughter  of  Ages  and  ]\Iary  (Good- 
win) Easton.  Ages  Easton  was  a  surveyor,  and 
some  of  his  instruments  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  William  H.  Olmsted,  of  East  Hartford.  Mr. 
Forbes  was  very  prominent  and  active  in  the  affairs 
of  his  town  as  a  Republican,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  in  1867.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  two  children,  viz. :  ]Mary  H.  and  George 
Lincoln.  Mary  H.  (IMrs.  Burnham),  who  was  born 
in  Burnside,  there  received  her  preliminary  edu- 
cation, then  attended  the  Hartford  Public  High 
School,  later  a  select  private  school  under  Miss 
Stockbridge,  and  finished  at  the  Xew  Britain  Nor- 
mal School.  She  afterward  taught,  with  marked 
success,  in  South  ^^'indsor  and  in  the  U'jrth  dis- 
trict of  Burnside,  and  was  there  employed  when 
she  was  married.  Her  mother  spends  her  winters 
with  her,  but  still  retains  her  residence  in  Burn- 
side. George  Lincoln  Forbes,  the  younger  child  of 
George  Forbes,  was  born  May  i,  1865,  shortly  after 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  was  educated 
in  the  Burnside  district  sch.ools,  tlie  Hartford  High 
School,  and  the  2^Iorse  Business  College.  He  then 
followed  the  sea  for  six  months,  cn  a  vessel  be- 
longing to  William  Childs,  an  extensive  ship  owner 
of  Boston,  and  a  cousin  of  our  subject.  After  his 
six  months  of  seafaring  Mr.  Forbes  went  to  Ala- 
bama, was  there  engaged  in  railroading  for  a  time, 
and  on  his  return  to  the  Xorth  continued  in  the 
same  business.    Pie  vyas  at  one  time  the  youngest 


conductor  on  the  Western  Connecticut  railroad,  and 
is  now  conductor  on  the  Consolidated  railroad,  run- 
ning between  Xew  ^'ork  and  Xew  ILaven,  on  the 
Harlem  Division. 

The  children  l>orn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H. 
Burnham  are  five  in  number,  viz:  Anne  May,  born 
June  Jt,  1875,  gi'ad.uated  from  the  Brown  school  in 
Hartford,  antl  was  marrieil.  Sept.  11.  1894,  to 
Charles  Olin,  of  Willimantic,  who  is  now  the  editor 
of  the  Xew  llritain  Record;  Mrs.  Olin  has  borne 
her  husl)and  three  children — Philip  Stuart,  born 
Aug.  10,  1895:  Charles  Burnham,  Dec.  19,  1896 
(now  deceased)  ;  and  Florence  Burnham,  ¥ch.  2\, 
1899.  P'lorence  Genevra.  born  Jan.  7,  1878.  gradu- 
ated from  the  Brown  school,  afterward  attending 
Miss  Smith's  young  ladies'  school  in  Plartford,  and 
is  living  under  the  parental  roof.  George  P".  was 
born  P'eb.  10.  1882.  Eva  Elizabeth  was  born  Xov. 
3,  1887,  and  Raymond  Henry  on  Xov.  4.  1890. 

^Ir.  Burnham  is  not  a  politician  in  any  sense, 
but  supports  the  prmciples  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  secret  order.  Relig- 
iously he  holds  membership  in  the  Burnside  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  four 
children  are  also  members,  to  the  maintenance  of 
which  they  contribute  most  liberallv,  and  to  the 
teachings  of  which  they  strictly  adhere.  Of  this 
church  }vlr.  Burnham  is  also  a  steward  and  trustee. 
He  is  a  very  pleasant  and  sociable  gentleman,  and 
conseciuently  very  popular.  As  a  business  man  his 
name  has  never  been  tarnished  with  a  breath  thrt 
reflected  upon  his  integrity,  and  his  standing  to- 
day, in  business,  social  and  church  circles,  is  one  in 
which  he  and  his  family  may  take  a  justifiable  and 
commendable  pride. 

JOHX  E.  HIGIXBOTPL-V^L  A  well-known 
author  has  said  that  the  "authentic  picture  of  any 
human  being's  life  and  experience  otight  to  possess 
an  interest  greatly  beyond  that  which  is  fictitious, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  the  charm  of  reality."  The  his- 
tories of  pronfinent  citizens  contained  in  this  vol- 
ume corroborate  this  thought,  and  in  the  following 
record  of  well-directed  eft'ort  we  find  an  object 
lesson  of  lasting  value. 

Islv.  Higinbotham,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent  in  the  paternal  line,  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America  being  his  grandfather, 
William  Higinbotham.  This  worthy  citizen  was 
born  at  Alhorn.  England,  in  1778,  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  knitting  stockings,  a  thriving 
business  in  those  days  of  knee  breeches,  and  also 
became  a  skilled  mechanic.  As  a  young  man  he 
made  his  home  in  this  country,  and  was  married, 
in  Xew  York  City,  to  Miss  P'lizabeth  Walton,  who 
was  born  at  PTull,  England,  in  17S9.  Later  he  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Canaan,  C<jnn..  l)nt  a  Mr.  X'ew- 
berry  em])loyed  him.  and  caused  his  removal  to 
Windsor,  where  he  set  up  his  old-fashioned  hand 
looms  in  his  home,  and  in  addition  to  his  regular 
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work  often  in■^^ruclCll  otiiors  in  tlie  art.  lie  was 
a  large  man.  weiL^liiny  aliout  two  lunulred  and  ht- 
teen  jx)uncls.  auil  was  an  nuhistrious  and  res]-)ccted 
citizen.  As  i!-,c  ln:<iness  dee'ined  he  retired,  and 
his  last  days  were  spent  wiili  lu<  son,  Will- 

iam \\  ..  his  deatii  oeeurring-  June  o,  l8(/0,  when 
he  was  aged  eighty-two.  Hi.-,  e-tiniable  wife  passed 
away  on  May  2j.  of  the  same  year,  and  their  re- 
mains now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Windsor.  Doth 
were  devout  members  of  th.e  Methodist  Church 
Will  lam  \\  .  1 1'.ginbotham.  our  subject's  fa;her 
was  born  in  iSii,  in  Xew  York,  and  was  but  a 
boy  when  the  family  settled  in  Windsor,  where 
he  received  his  etlucation.  During  bovhood  he  was 
empk^yed  for  some  time  in  a  brick  yard  at  eight 
dollars  per  month,  and  while  there  became  famihar 
with  the  details  of  the  business.  He  was  ambitious 
and.  having  an  opportunity  for  renting  the  vard, 
found  a  helper  in  Col.  Loomis.  who  advanced  the 
required  money  and  thus  gave  him  a  start.  By 
hard  work  and  judic.ous  management  he  won  a 
decided  success,  being  worth  about  823.030  at  his 
death,  and  in  his  later  years  he  purchased  different 
tracts  of  land  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  a  powerful,  roljust  man,  of  about 
220  pounds  weight,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years,  dying  Xov.  4,  1S84.  Politicallv 
he  was  a  Republican,  and  alth.ough  I'e  uniformly 
avoided  public  notice  he  served  one  year  as  asses- 
sor. His  home  was  a  comfortable  one,  as  he  was 
not  a  believer  in  self-denial,  and  his  children  were 
reared  so  as  to  prepare  them  for  lives  of  useful- 
ness. Mr.  Hig'inbotham  was  married,  in  Bloom- 
field,  Xov.  30,  1S36,  to  .Miss  Betsev  Filley.  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  Filley,  and  a  member  of  a  highly- 
respected  family  of  that  town.  She  was  a  ^Methodist 
in  religion,  and  died  in  that  faith  June  6,  1894, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  They  had  ten  children: 
Sarah,  who  married  H.  X.  Griswold,  of  Windsor; 
John  E.,  our  subject;  Walton  G..  an  orange  grow- 
er, at  Blanton.  Fla. ;  Betsey  A.,  who  died  Sept.  4, 
1853;  Miss  Amanda,  a  resident  of  Seelyville.  Penn. ; 
Ellen,  who  married  Sevmour  Alden,  and  died  June 
17,  1886,  in  ^liddlebury,  \'t. ;  FIenr\-,  a  grocer  at 
Tarififville ;  Henrietta  (twin  of  Henry),  who  mar- 
ried Robert  Ransom,  of  Seelyville,  Penn. ;  ]Vliss 
Carrie,  who  resides  in  Seelyville;  and  William,  who 
V  married  Martha  Pelton,  and  settled  in  Centerville, 
South  Dakota. 

John  E.  Higinbotham  was  born  Xov.  4.  1841. 
at  Windsor,  and  began  his  eilucation  in  the  old  j 
schools  on  "The  Green,"  Judge  iiarber.  Sr..  being 
one  of  his  first  teachers.  Later  ne  attended  Deacon 
Woodford's  private  school  for  one  term,  and  also 
the  academy,  and  during  this  time  he  assisted  in 
the  farm  work,  and  riften  helped  to  haul  brick  from 
Windsor  during  the  winter  sea.on.  He  remained 
at  home  and,  as  his  father  became  less  active,  took 
charge  of  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  thirty  he  mar- 
mied  }*liss  Julia  A.  Olin,  daughter  of  (Jeorge  W. 
and  Zippiette  E.  (GreenJ  Olin,  of  whom  an  account 


is  given  elsewhere.  I'or  some  vears  lie  lived  in  the 
old  family  residence.  Inn  in  th.e  spring' cif  iSg6  he 
removed  to  another  farm  on  Cook's  Hill,  which 
he  had  purchased  from  Sidney  Hayden.  and  im- 
proved at  great  exjiense,  erecting  new  and  comnu)- 
dious  farm  buildings.  In  i8()0  his  barn  was  burned,  ■ 
and  Xov.  \2.  1S97,  every  building  on  the  j^ilace  was 
destroyetl  b}-  hre.  causing  the  family  to  return  to 
the  old  home.  Mr.  Higinbotham  is  a  successful 
business  man.  and  is  interested  in  various  enter- 
prises, being  a  stockh.older  in  Moore's  Park  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Windsor  Creamery  Co.,  which  he 
helped  to  organize,  while  at  one  time  he  was  a 
stockholder  in  The  Windsor  Canning  Factory.  He  is 
also  the  present  treasurer  of  the  Windsor  Fire  Com- 
pany, in  which  he  was  foreman  for  fifteen  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  and  from  1889 
to  1896  he  served  as  first  selectman,  his  term  cover- 
ing the  period  when  the  greater  portion  of  the  pres- 
ent excellent  roads  in  his  town  was  construct etl.  The 
trolley  lines  were  projected  and  built  during  that 
time,  as  well  as  the  fine  iron  bridge  at  Poqnonock, 
and  he  is  remembered  as  an  efficient  and  able  offi- 
cial. He  is  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Poquo- ' 
nock  Grange,  and  also  belongs  to  Washington  ■ 
Lodge,  Xo.  70,  F.  &  A.  2\I..  at  Windsor,  and  \\'ill- 
i.-.m  S.  Pierson  Council.  O.  G.  A.  ]\I.,  of  which 
he  was  a  founder  and  the  first  inductor.  His  wife 
who  is  highly  cultured,  and  taught  school  success- 
fully before  her  marriage,  is  an  active  member  of 
the  r^Iethodist  Church,  and  the  family  is  much  re- 
spected socially.  Of  their  two  children.  Grace  I. 
maried  Frederick  Lanphier,  a  dairyman  of  Poquo- 
ncck,  and  Arthur  O.  is  at  home. 

HEXRY  HIGIXB0THA:M,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant at  Windsor,  is  descended  from  an  honorable 
old  family  of  that  town,  in  wdiich  he  was  born 
Sept.  25,  1S56,  his  parents  being  William  W.  and 
Betsey  (  I~illey )  Fliginbotham,  of  wh.om  full  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere. 

!Mr.  Fliginbotham  received  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  of  \\'indsor,  later  at- 
tended the  Windsor  Academy,  when  that  capable 
instructor.  Cicero  Roberts,  held  swa_\-,  and  finally 
graduated  from  the  Xew  I5ritain  X'ormal  School 
in  1877,  afterward  successfullv  teaching  school  in 
East  Granby  and  Simsbury,  several  terms.  He  was 
reared  a  farmer's  boy,  had  practical  ideas  as  to  farm 
work,  and  when  a  young  man  labored  as  assiduously 
j  as  any  ether ;  he  also  worked  considerably  in  a 
brick-yard,  as  his  father  had  been  engaged  in  brick- 
making  for  years.  His  first  experience  in  mercan- 
tile affairs  was  as  clerk  for  Loomis  &  Whittlesey, 
on  Asylum  street.  Hartford,  and  after  lea^•ing  him 
he  worked  for  H.  W.  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale  mer- 
chants of  the  same  citv. 

Mr.  Higinbotham  began  bu>iness  on  his  own  ac- 
count, March  i,  1886,  in  South  Ashfield.  Mass., 
where  he  bought  out  Arthur  W.  Harris,  and  for 
seven  years  conducted  a  [)r( isijercnis  trade  in  general 
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nK  i"rluuuIi-o,  also  serviiiL;-  as  ]■>! i'-iina>tcr  oi  the  tow  n. 
Ill  .Marcli,  1893.  'i^'  purchased  ilio  interest  of  .Mr. 
Loo  in  the  firm  of  Coo  &  I'icketl,  general  merchants 
at  TaritYville,  Conn.,  and  after  two  vear^  of  partner- 
sliip  with  Mr.  Tickett.  he  associated  liiniself  with 
J.  L.  Dewey,  at  the  same  stand.  (^\\  .March  i,  1S09, 
Ik  sold  his  interest  to  J.  T.  Curtis.->,  and  at  the  same 
time  liought  the  hnsiness  condnctcd  Ia  M.  D. 
Murphy,  general  merchant,  at  W  indsor,  and  here 
he  is  doing'  an  excellent  traile. 

Chi.  June  II,  18S.1,  .Mr.  1  liginliotham  married 
Miss  .-\ngie  L.  Fitch,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Palmer)  I'^itch.  v\  Windsor,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  three  children:  Charles  W.  and 
Chelsic  F.,  still  living,  and  Earle  F.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years. 

In  politics,  Mr.  lliginbotham  is  a  Republican, 
but,  curiously  enough,  served  twice  as  postmaster 
under  the  Democratic  President  Cleveland's  ad- 
ministration, and,  still  more  curiously,  at  one  time, 
in  1893,  was  postmaster,  from  ^^lay  to  July,  at  two 
places — South  .Ashiield.  Mass.. and  Tariltviile,  Conn. 
— and  also  held  a  notary-public's  commission  at  tlie 
latter  place.  Fraternally,  Air.  Higinbotham  is  a 
member  of  the  Alason.ic  Lodge,  at  Simsbury,  and 
of  Summit  Lodge,  I.  CX  O.  F.,  at  Hartford.  He 
and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  wdii^h  he  served  as  vestryman  and  sec- 
retary at  TaritYville. 

Mr.  Higinbotham  is  a  thorough-going,  system- 
atic, business  man,  and  has  alwavs  borne  an  untarn- 
ished name  as  such.  Fie  has  realized  through  his 
personal  efforts  a  snug  competence,  and  wherever 
he  has  lived  has  been  recognized  as  a  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizen. 

LEVI  SEDGWICK  WELLS  traces  his  lineal 
descent  back  through  seven  generations  to  Gov. 
Thomas  \\'clls  of  Colonial  days.  In  the  descend- 
ing line  his  ancestry  runs  as  follows :  Thomas,  a 
son  of  the  Governor,  born  in  England  in  1627;  Icha- 
bod,  son  of  Thomas,  born  at  Wethersfield  in  Xo- 
vcniber,  1660;  Jonathan,  son  of  Ichabod.  born  at 
Hartford  Sept.  17,  1689;  Elisha,  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  in  1723  at  \\'est  Hartford,  where  he  died  in 
1780;  Levi,  son  of  Elisha,  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Hart- 
ford county,  in  1764:  Horace.  S'.m  of  Levi,  and  fa- 
ther of  Levi  S.  Wells,  born  .\ug.  11.  1795,  in  Xew- 
ington.  His  grandfather,  Levi  Wells,  was  married 
Dec.  9,  1790,  to  Hannah  Wells,  w  hose  father,  grand- 
father and  great-grandfather  were  named  Robert, 
and  who  also  traced  her  descent  back  to  Gov.  \\  ells, 
through  another  son,  John. 

Levi  W'ells  combined  the  occupations  of  farmer 
and  shoemaker,  tanning  his  own  leather,  and  being 
fairly  prosperous  in  botli  vocations.  He  bought  his 
farm,  which  included  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Levi  .S.,  of  Timotliy 
Kilbourii,  in  the  spring  of  1800,  and  died  at  his 
home  on  Oct.  23,  1823.  His  wife,  Hannah,  had 
passed  away  March  i,  1809.    The  children  of  their 


marriage  are  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Augustus  l-'lagg, 
who  spent  his  life  and  died  in  West  Hartford;  Levi, 
who  lived  and  died  in  lllincis;  Horace;  Hannah  and 
Flvev  became  the  first  and  second  wives,  respect- 
ively, of  Chester  Hart;  Lemuel  W.,  and  .Mardla, 
-Mrs.  Ralph  Shipman. 

Horace  Wells,  the  father  of  Levi  S.,  inherited  a 
share  of  his  father's  estate  and  bought  out  the  heirs 
on  East  street,  licsides  purchasing  a  portion  of  his 
uncle  Lemuel's  jiroperty,  at  Vonkers,  X.  V.  He 
was  an  industrious,   thrifty,   careful   man,  whose 
prosperity  was  largelv  due  to  his  sound  judgment 
and  keen  business  sense.  During  his  life-time  lie  was 
regarded  as  one  oI  the  leading  men  of  Xew  Britain, 
and  was  twice  chosen  to  rejiresent  his  fellow  citizens 
in  the  Legislature.    He  was  a  member  of  the  h'irst 
Congregational  Church.    He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Pamela  Sedgwick,  who  was  born  h'eb.  28, 
;  1798,  a  daughter  of  Timothv  and  Lucy  Sedgwick, 
,  the  bride's  mother's  maiden  name  having  also  been 
Sedgwick.    It  is  rather  a  singular  coincidence  that 
both  the  j)atcrnal  and  maternal  grandmothers  of  .Mr. 
Wells  should  have  borne  the  same  name  as  their 
husbands.      The  children  of  Horace  and  Pamela 
[  Wells  were  named  Levi  Segwick;  Lemuel  R. ;  Lu- 
celia,  who  married  Albert  D.  Judd,  of  Wallingford ; 
j  and  Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
;  The  father  entered  into  rest  X'ov.  2,  1865,  and  his 
I  wife  survived  him  for  si.xteen  years,  passing  away 
'  in  1 88 1,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three. 

Levi  S.  Wells  was  born  at  New  Ijritain  Feb.  25, 
1825,  on  the  old  homestead  where  he  yet  lives.  He 
attended  the  school  conducted  in  the  old  Academy 
building,  which  stood  near  the  site  of  the  present 
{  Burritt  school,  named  in  honor  of  Elihu  Burritt. 
I  During  one  winter  he  w'as  a  pupil  at  a  school  in 
I  West  Hartford.  His  text-books  were  those  of  the 
i  early  days,  and  among  them  was  Adams'  .Arithme- 
tic. His  boyhood's  education  was  chiefly  confined 
to  the  "three  R.'s,"  but  in  them  he  was  well  ground- 
ed. What  deficiencies  there  were  in  his  early  train- 
ing he  has,  in  a  marked  degree,  counterbalanced  bv 
a  course  of  well-directed  reading  in  later  years. 
During  three  or  four  winters  he  himself  taught  a 
district  school  at  X'ewington.  His  life,  however, 
has  been  mainly  devoted  to  agriculture.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  paterna! 
farm  until  his  brother  Lemuel  became  of  age,  when 
the  two  sons  assumed  its  management,  devoting 
their  attention  mainly  to  the  raising  of  fancy  cattle. 
.After  the  death  of  his  brother,  which  occurred  soon 
after  that  of  his  father,  he  acquired  sole  ownership 
of  the  property,  which  he  has  managed  ever  since. 

While  devoting  himself  chiefly  to  farming  Mr. 
W^ells  has  also  been  interesterl  in  other  business  en- 
terprises. He  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators 
of  the  New  Britain  Savings  P>ank,  in  1862,  and  has 
always  been  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors.  For 
the  last  twenty-six  years  hi  has  l)een  president, 
being  elected  in  1874,  to  succeed  William  H.  Smith. 
He  assists  in  making  the  loans,  and  under  his  judi- 
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cious  iiianagcincnt  the  institution  has  enjoyed  a 
rapid  and  remarkable  i^rowth.  lie  is  also  a  director 
of  the  American  Hosiery  Co.  lie  has  held  the 
offices  of  sclect;nan  and  assessor  lor  a  number  of 
terms.  His  ix>litical  creed  was  originally  that  of 
the  "Old-line  Whigs."  but  since  the  founding  of  the 
Republican  party  he  has  acted  with  that  organiza- 
tion, and  has  I'een  an  active  worker  in  pronioting 
its  success,  both  Xational  and  local.  In  1S7S  he 
represented  Xew  I'ritain  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  first  Legislature  to  sit 
in  the  new  capitol.  He  was  the  tirst  master  of  Bur- 
ritt  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  organi- 
zation. He  is  vice-president  of  the  Patrons  ^lutual 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  an  association  incorporated  un- 
der State  law.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Xew^  Britain. 

In  1848  Air.  Wells  married  Harriet,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Francis,  of  Newington,  and  by  her  had 
three  children:  Herman  F  .  a  farmer  living  on  tne 
old  homestead ;  Horace  L.,  who  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1877,  and  is  now  professor  of  chem- 
istry in  that  institution ;  and  Kate,  the  wife  of 
George  Johnson,  of  Plainviile,  a  car  dispatcher  for 
the  street  railway  company.  ]\Irs.  Wells  died  Sept. 
6,  1896,  and  on  Xov.  24,  1897.  he  was  married  to 
Miss  F.  Gertrude  Treat,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Treat,  of  ]\lorris,  Litchfield  county,  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Gov.  Treat,  of  Colonial  fame. 

FIARRY  WOODFORD,  a  respected  and  rising 
young  farmer  of  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  was 
born  in  Xorth  Kilworth,  England.  Xov.  21,  1S58, 
the  youngest  son  of  Charles  and  Charlotte  (Ireson) 
W^oodford. 

John  Woodford,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Husband-Bosworth,  and  here  passed  all  his 
life,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  calling.  He  left  two  sons,  Charles 
and  Benjamin,  and  the  widow  lived  w^th  Charles 
for  many  years,  and  later  with  Benjamin.  The 
latter  was  killed  by  a  railroad  train  near  ^Market 
Harborough,  his  home. 

Charles  Woodford  was  but  nine  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  and  the  support  of  the  mother 
fell  chiefly  ufjon  him,  although  he  was  nobly  assisted 
by  his  younger  brother.  At  the  age  of  nine  years 
he  hired  out  as  a  farm  lad  to  Esquire  Turville,  work- 
ing as  such  until  fourteen  years  old,  after  which  he 
served  as  a  blacksmith's  apprentice,  learned  the 
trade,  and  for  a  few  years  worked  as  a  journeyman. 
He  then  bought  a  lot  in  Xorth  Kihvortli,  on 
which  he  erected  a  shop  and  dwelling,  but  some  years 
later  rented  out  these  premises  and  removed  to 
Copt-Oak,  where  he  rented  a  farm  from  Lord 
Stamford,  living  thereon  until  1890,  when  he  re- 
moved to  r^Iarkficld.  There  he  resumed  farming  for 
a  few  years,  but  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  a 
remarkably  well-preserved  man  of  eighty  years.  He 
married   Charlotte   Ireson,   a   native  of  Dinglcy, 


I  Xorlhamptonshire,  bv  whom  he  had  fourteen  chil- 
I  dren.  She  died  in  ]\iarch,  1SS5,  in  the  faith  of  the 
I  Established  Church. 

j  Harry  Woodford,  whose  name  opens  this 
j  memoir,  received  a  good  comnion-scliool  education, 
I  remained  at  home  until  seventeen  years  old,  and  was 
1  then  apprenticed  to  a  stockinet  manufacturer.  After 
having  served  out  his  apprenticeship  he  rented  a 
farm  near  Copt-Oak,  from  Lord  Stamford,  and 
later  conducted  an  alehouse  for  a  year  or  so.  Hav- 
ing decided  to  come  to  America,  he  embarked  on 
the  "Arizona,"  at  Liverpool,  and  nine  days  later, 
May  II,  1S91,  landed  at  Xew  York.  It  had  been 
his  intention  to 'seek  a  home  in  the  West  and  en- 
gage in  farming,  and  he  had  forwarded  money  to 
a  Xew  York  bank  to  be  drawn  after  his  arrival, 
but  by  the  failure  of  the  forwarding  clerk  in  Eng- 
land to  furnish  him  with  the  proper  means  of  identi- 
fication his  money  was  refused  him,  and  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  seek  immediate  employment, 
a.s  he  had  brought  with  him  only  sufficient  funds 
to  defray  incidental  expenses.  He  then  bethought 
himself  of  a  friend,  John  Spiby,  who  was  working 
lor  John  Aliller,  who  lived  near  Windsorville,  Conn., 
sought  him  out,  and  by  Arthur  Hamilton  w-as  given 
employment  that  lasted  the  following  summer.  The 
next  winter  he  was  employed  as  a  helper  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Rockville  school  house.  He  then  came 
to  Broad  Brook,  was  employed  bv  James  B.  Stiles 
a  few  months,  and  Dec.  i,  1892,  secured  a  position 
in  the  Broad  Brook  mill.  Some  time  afterward  he 
was  offered  by  Airs.  Blodgett,  a  widow,  the  man- 
agement of  her  farm,  which  offer  he  accepted,  re- 
linquishing the  position  in  the  mill. 

Air.  Woodford  now^  found  himself  in  a  position 
to  send  for  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  Dec. 
24.  1885,  and  who  rejoined  him  two  years  after  his 
departure  from  England.    Airs.  \\  oodford  bore  the 
i  maiden  name  of  Annie  Birch,  and  was  born  in 
j  Leicestershire,  England,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Taylor)  Birch.    She  was  educated  in  the 
I  common  schools,  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
!  Established  Church,  and  is  a  pleasant,  hospitable, 
gracious  woman.    Air.  Woodford  continued  in  the 
service  of  Airs.  Blodgett  until  the  latter's  death,  in 
1S97,  and  then  purchased  the  farm,  which  he  still 
occupies,  blessed  with  the  presence  of  his  wife,  and 
standing  among  the  substantial  and  respected  farm- 
ers of  his  town — a  good,  modest  and  useful  citizen. 

THEODORE  E.  ELLSWORTH  was  born 
Alarch  21,  1831,  on  his  present  homestead,  and  is  a 
member  of  a  well-known  family  of  that  locality. 
Jason  Ellsworth,  his  father,  was  married  three  times: 
( first  J  to  Aliss  Alary  Phelps,  (second)  to  Aliss 
Sarah  Alorton,  and  (third)  to  Aliss  Xancy  Terry. 
Theodore  E.  was  one  of  six  children  born  to  the 
first  marriage  who  lived  to  maturity. 

.As  a  boy  Air.  Ellswqrlh  became  familiar  with 
the  details  of  agricultural  work  through  assisting 
his  father  on  the  huniestead,  and  his  education  was 
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ohlaiiKHl  in  the  l-K-al  scluiols  ami  the  acadomv  at 
WcslticUl.  Ma.ss.  Marly  in  185J  he  \\\nt  to  lUitialo, 
N.  v..  tlKMicc  to  Chicago  an. I  Alilwaukco,  spending 
the  sunnncr  in  th^c  W  est,  and  relurnnii;-  home  in  the 
fail.  After  his  niarriai^e  he  sjient  a  lew  months  in 
Madison,  Wis.,  and  a  year  in  ihe  vicinit\  of  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  bnt  since  i8'i8  he  has  resided  at  the  old 
home.  In  Septend)er.  180J,  Mr.  Ellsworth  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army,  hecoming-  a  private  in  Company 
G,  25th  Conn.  \".  1..  for  one  \ear.  He  was  nuis- 
tered  in  at  llarltord  and  sent  to  Long  Island,  and 
after  a  short  time  the  regiment  went  to  New  Or- 
leans and.  Carroliio!!.  1  a  i  heir  fir<t  eng;!v;emont 
was  at  Irish  IJend,  La.,  and  they  also  took  part  in 
the  operations  aronnd  Port  Hudson,  remaining  until 
the  surrender  of  that  place.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  Mr.  Ellsworth  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  Hartford. 

C)n  Oct.  31,  1866,  Mr.  Ellsworth  married  Miss 
Imogene  l'he!])s,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
the  union:    Albert  D.,  Jannette  and  Theodora. 

HEXRY  LYDALL,  best  known  in  Mancliester, 
Hartford  county,  as  a  member  of  the  Lydall  & 
Foulds  Paper  Co.,  wdio  have  two  mills  in  that  town, 
is  a  splendid  example  of  the  thoroughlv  self-made 
man,  one  who  has  risen  from  the  bottom  round  of 
the  ladder  to  a  position  of  eminence  in  the  business 
world,  and  secured  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men  in  general. 

Mr.  Lydall  was  born  Oct.  i,  1831,  in  Leicester- 
shire, England,  son  of  Jatjies  and  Mary  (West) 
Lydall,  who  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Maria,  Harriet  and  Eliza,  all  three  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased;  Fanny,  who  became  the  wife  of  William 
Foulds,  and  is  now  living  in  ^Manchester  with  her 
son  William ;  Charles,  who  is  a  resident  of  Xew 
Britain,  Conn. ;  Isaac,  living  in  ^Manchester ;  ]Mary, 
wife  of  John  Hallam,  of  ^Manchester;  Henry;  and 
Hannah,  ]Mrs.  William  \\"illiams,  living  m  Xew 
Britain. 

Henry  Lydall  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when 
he  went  to  the  town  of  Derby  and  commenced  work 
in  the  Darley  cotton  mills,  where  he  remained  for 
about  two  years,  after  which,  up  to  the  age  of  four- 
teen, he  was  employed  in  the  Derby  silk-mills.  He 
then  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  needle-maker,  at 
Sheepshead,  at  which  he  served  seven  years,  his 
parents  paying  seven  pounds  at  the  beginning  of  his 
term,  during  which  he  received  only  his  board  in 
exchange  for  his  services.  At  the  end  of  this  pe- 
riod he  went  to  Avork  for  a  distant  relative,  John 
Lydall,  by  wdiom  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  one 
year,  after  wdiich  he  returned  home  and  took  up 
the  manufacture  of  needles  on  his  own  account  e  n 
a  small  scale,  continuing  thus  for  another  year.  Then 
for  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  in  making  the  nee- 
dles for  the  employes  of  a  knitting  factory  at  Xot- 
tingham,  receiving  twenty-two  shillings  per  week, 
at  this  place.  On  Sept.  5,  1855,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  he  started  for  America,  ami  after  a 


voyage  of  live  weeks  and  three  days  landed  at  Cas- 
tle Garden,  from  Xew  York  takmg  boat  to  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.,  antl  thence  proceeding  to  Xew  llrit- 
I  ain,  Hartford  county,  w  here  one  of  his  brothers  was 
j  living.  He  began  making  needles  in  this  brother's 
I  house,  using  the  attic  for  a  work-room,  and  as  busi- 
j  ness  increased  removetl  his  shop  tlience  to  a  small 
!  building  in  the  garden,  back  of  the  house.  Mr. 

Lydall  contmued  to  manufacture  needles  in  Xew 
1  Britain  until  the  Civil  war,  at  which  time  his  busi- 
j  ness  had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  he  gave 
j  employment  to  eight  men,  and  had  a  well-estab- 
i  lished  trade.  Turning  the  management  over  to  his 
nephew,  Wilham  Foulds,  he  enlisted,  on  Aug.  6, 
1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  14th  Conn.  \'. 
L,  was  mustered  in  at  Hartford,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  seeing  active  service  during 
the  greater  part  of  this  time.  He  took  part  in 
twenty-eight  iiuportant  battles,  among  them :  An- 
tietam  ;  Bolivar  Heights;  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13, 
1862;  Chancellorsviile,  May  2-3,  1863;  Gettysburg, 
July  2-3,  1863;  Falling  W  aters,  ^Id.,  July  16,  18^3; 
Auburn,  \'a.,  Oct.  14,  1863;  Bristow  Station,  Oct. 
15,  1863;  Centerville,  \'a.,  Xov.  15,  1863;  .Mine 
Run,  \'a.,  Dec.  i,  1863;  ^lorton  Ford,  \'a.,  Feb.  6, 
1864;  Wilderness,  .May  6,  1864;  Laurel  Hill,  May 
10,  1864;  Spottsylvania,  }ilay  12,  1864;  Xorth  Anna 
River,  May  24,  1864;  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1864; 
Petersburg,  June  16-17,  1864;  Deep  Bottom,  Aug. 
15,  1864;  and  Ream's  Station,  Aug.  25,  1864.  Mr. 
Lydall  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  last  mentioned  bat- 
tle, but  he  escaped  the  same  niglu.  He  was  with 
his  command  continuously  except  for  the  three 
months  he  was  confined  to  Alexandria  hospital  with 
fever,  and  he  received  his  discharge  ]\lay  31,  1865, 
at  Hartford,  having  made  a  record  of  which  he  had 
every  reason  to  be  proud.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant  Xov.  i,  1863. 

Mr.  Lydall  returned  to  X'ew  Britain  at  the  close 
of  his  military  service,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865  re- 
moved thence  to  ^Manchester,  where  he  has  ever 
since  had  his  home.  He  resumed  work  at  his  trade, 
I  having  purchased  a  small  plant  of  James  Gaskill, 
who  aljout  that  time  had  invented  the  process  of 
turning  cut  needles  by  machinery,  doing  away  with 
the  tedious  work  of  filing,  etc.,  which  the  hand 
process  necessitated.  "Sir.  Lydall  has  enlarged  this 
establishment  from  time  to  time,  and  at  one  time  he 
manufactured  as  many  as  fifty  thousand  needles 
per  day.  For  the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  been  a 
memljer  of  the  Lydall  tv  Foulds  Paper  Co.,  who 
operate  two  pai)er-mi!ls  in  the  town  of  Manches- 
ter, but  he  has  now  relinquished  active  business 
cares  for  the  most  part,  his  sons  attending  to  the 
rather  arduous  duties  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  his  interests.  He  now  devotes  the  greater 
])art  of  his  time  and  attention  to  looking  after  his 
farm  and  the  culture  of  peaches,  finding  welcome 
rest  in  the  change  and  enjoying  to  the  full  the  ample 
competence  wdiich  has  rewarded  his  busv  life. 

Mr.  L}clall  is  a  remarkable  exam[)le  of  the  self- 
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made  man.  Ho  luul  no  scliooling-  whaievcr  until 
he  was  nine  years  of  a^e.  when  he  eommeneed  to 
learn  readhiij  liv  attenchni;-  Sniidav-school :  Init  lie 
gave  snch  promise  as  a  >tndent  iliat  wlien  he  was 
nine  years  old  the  man  for  whom  he  worked  sent 
him  an  order  to  attend  school  for  three  months.  lie 
went  to  seiiool  in  all  six  months,  liis  wages  contin- 
uing just  the  same,  and  he  supplementetl  this  begin- 
ning by  study  at  night  school  and  elsewhere,  as  op- 
portunity ottered,  until  he  had  acquired  a  good  prac- 
tical education.  These  early  exiieriences.  besides 
developing  his  strong  natural  intellect,  did  as  much 
for  the  deter:-::;-:-  ;::;.!  j  .ro. v.ra::.:.'  wliich  have 
always  been  such  marked  traits  in  his  character, 
and  which  have  proven  of  inestnuable  value  to  hin'i 
in  his  later  years.  He  has  gained  and  maintained 
a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  have  come  in 
contact  with  hiiu,  in  any  of  the  relations  of  life,  and 
his  success  has  no  doubt  been  due  as  nuudi  to  his 
manly  worth  as  to  his  industry  and  careful  business 
habits. 

On  Sept.  4,  1S52,  Mr.  Lydall  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  his  native  country,  to  Miss  i.ucy  Rogers, 
who  was  born  July  4,  1S31,  at  Slieepshead,  Jing- 
land,  and  to  their  union  have  come  children  as  fol- 
lows:  Annie,  born  Aug.  2,  1853.  is  the  wife  of  Hi- 
ram Oldershaw,  of  Xew  Britain;  Charles  A.,  born 
l^Iay  27,  1855,  is  a  resident  of  Xew  Britain ;  William 
H.,  born  July  31,  1857,  is  deceased;  Isaac  E.,  born 
June  29,  1859,  is  deceased;  \\'alter  E.,  born  April 
15,  i860,  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  at 
Manchester;  Edwin  A.,  born  June  15,  iS(32,  is  a 
member  of  the  Lydall  &  Foulds  Paper  Co.,  of  ^lan- 
chester;  and  Willis  J.,  born  Jan.  3,  1867,  who  has 
charge  of  his  father's  needle  factory.  The  mother 
■passed  away  ^lay  28,  189S,  after  an  illness  of  but 
a  few  days.  The  family  are  identified  with  the  .M. 
E.  Church,  of  which  2\lr.  Lydall  has  long  been  an 
active  member,  and  he  has  been  chairman  of  tlie 
board  of  trustees  for  ten  years.  Socially  he  holds 
membership  with  Stanley  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Xew 
Britain.  Pie  is  a  Republican  in  political  sentiment, 
but  takes  no  part  in  public  aftairs.  though  he  has 
always  given  a  loyal  support  and  his  intluence  to  ail 
forward  movements  in  the  coiumunily. 

DAXIEL  W.  BARXES,  a  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Windsor,  is  a  man  whose  pros- 
perity demonstrates  the  fact  that  farming  can  be 
made  to  pay.  Beginning  his  career  without  any 
capital  except  his  own  energy  and  ambition,  he  has 
steadily  increased  the  amount  of  land  under  his 
supervision  until  now  he  cultivates  as  much  as  any 
other  man  in  the  town,  and  his  results  have  been 
so  uniformally  good  as  to  indicate  more  than  ordl- 
jnary  sagacity  and  skill  in  management. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  Jan.  19,  i860,  on  the  old 
Barnes  homestead  near  Poquonock,  and  belongs  to 
a  well-known  family.  Lehman  Barnes,  his  grand- 
father, resided  at  the  old  farm  for  many  years,  and 
his  wife,  Anna  Bancroft,  was  a  native  of  East  Wind- 


sor.     This  worthy  couple  had  eight  chiklren,  the 
I  eldest  of  whom  wa-^  a  boy  who  died  in  infancy.  Of 
I  the  others,  Lucinda  married  Edwin  Griswold,  of 
;  Poquonock.  both  now  deceasetl ;  Harriet  married 
the  late  Byron  W.  Allen,  who  died  July  14,  1890; 
Horace  G.  married  Eliza  Eno.  both  deceased;  John 
1  E.  married  Flora  Ann  Gridley,  both  deceased  ;  Caro- 
I  line  married  Collins  Moore,  of  Pdoomtield ;  Abel 
I  H.,  our  subject's  father,  is  mentioned  below,  and 
^  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 
I        Abel  H.  Barnes  was  born  in  August,  1833,  at 
j  the  old  homestead,  and  was  reared  as  a  farmer  boy, 
:  receiving  ouly   a   conuuon-school   education.  In 
j  early  manhood  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  but 
later  he  rented  other  farms,  in  the  same  locality, 
,  including  the  Griswold  place.    For  thirteen  years 
he  resided  in  Bloomfield,  engaging  in  dairving  and 
:  general  farming,  but  since  1885  lie  has  nuuie  Iks 
j  home  on  the  ""L.  Ellsworth  fa.m,  '  n.ar  Hayden 
Station.    Pie  is  well-preserved  and  is  still  active, 
I  he  and  his  estima'ble  wife  being  pro:niiient  in  relig- 
}  ions  work  as  members  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  in 
j  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  steward.  W  hile 
j  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party  in  many 
I  respects,  he  is  not  a  blind  partisan,  and  votes  lor  the 
I  best  man  wherever  he  finds  him.    C)n  Sept,  25,  1857, 
j  he  married  Eliza  Witham,  who  was  born  Dec.  27, 
I  1S38,  at  Winthrop,  Alaine,  and  spent  some  years  of 
1  her  girlhood  in  Lowell,  IMass.,  but  at  sixteen  came  to 
i  Windsor  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage.  Pier 
i  father  Daniel  Witham,  died  during  her  childhood, 
I  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia 
!  Gould,  afterward  married  Wareham  Griswold  and 
settled  in  Windsor,  where  she  died  some  years  ago. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Anna,  who  died  in  childhood  ;  Flora,  now  r^Irs. 
Frank  Pomeroy,  of  Hayden  Station,  and  Robert,  a 
j  druggist  of  Hartford,  who  resides  in  \\'indsor. 
j       Our  stibject's  education  was  begim  in  the  dis- 
trict school  of  his  native  town,  but  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Bloomfield, 
where  he  attended  the  academy  for  a  time.  He 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  and  for  eight 
i  years  was  in  partnership  with  his  father,  his  profits 
being  carefully  saved  in  order  to  secure  for  himself 
a  start  in  life.      At  twenty-five  he  married  Miss 
Marv  Kitchen,  a  resident  of  Bloomfield,  where  sh.e 
I  was  a  school  teacher,  daughter  of  James  A.  Kitchen, 
I  a  soldier  in  tiie  war  of  the  Rebellion,  who  died  a 
I  prisoner  of  war  at  Florence,  being  taken  at  the  bat- 
i  tie  of  Andersonville  ;  he  had  enlisted  for  three  years 
i  from  Hartford.      Having  thus  gained  an  efficient 
partner  in  his  enterprises,  ^Ir.  I'arnes'  savings  en- 
abled him  to  rent  the  old  "Colton  farm"  at  Ware- 
house Point,  where  he  resided  two  years,  and  then 
I  took  a  position  as  foreman  for  J.  H.  Simonds,  an  ex- 
'  tensive  farmer  and  tobacco  grower,  with  whom  he 
i  spent  two  years.    In  the  spring  of  189 1  he  rented 
the  "William  I'ierson  farm"  in  Windsor,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  as  he  has  leased  other  lands 
in  the  localitv  he  now  has  under  his  control  over 
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250  acres.  11c  makes  a  specialty  of  tobacco  grow- 
ing:, but  is  also  extensively  interested  in  ilairviny, 
Ins  lierd  ot  front  forty  to  fitty  cows  lieniL:  one  of  the 
larg-est.  in  the  town.  The  jirouuet  of  his  dairv  is 
larg-ely  disposed  of  at  wlioksale,  but  iov  some  time 
lie  lias  conducted  a  retail  route  at  Windsor,  his 
customers  bein;;-  among  the  best  people  in  the  village. 
In  1897  he  purchased  the  "L.  Hllsworth  farm"  at 
llayden  Station,  which  is  operated  bv  his  father. 
During  the  past  year  he  has  purchased  the  property 
known  as  the  Tudor  farm,  where  he  and  his  wife 
first  went  to  keeping  house,  It  goes  without  sav- 
ing that  he  is  a  busy  man,  one  secret  of  his  success 
being  the  close  attention  given  to  every  detail  of  his 
business.  Although  he  is  a  regular  voter  and  a 
stanch  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  his  time  is  too  much  occupied  to  permit  him 
to  assume  any  official  duties.  Four  attractive  daugh- 
ters brighten  his  home.  Flora.  Anna,  Eva  and 
Olive  Witham,  and  the  family  is  prominent  in  social 
life  and  in  the  work  of  the  .Methodist  Church,  !Mr. 
Barnes  and  his  wife  both  being  active  members. 
During  his  residence  at  Warehouse  Point  he  held 
the  office  of  trustee  in  the  church  there. 

CHARLES  RILEY  WATKIXS,  an  old-time 
resident  and  highly-respected  farmer  and  mechanic 
of  Bloomfield,  was  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Mass  , 
August  22,  1822,  and  is  a  sou  of  Lawson  and  Agues 
(Hoskinsj  Watkins.  Lawson  and  Agnes  Watkins 
passed  all  their  lives  in  Berkshire  county,  i\Iass.,  but 
their  four  children  came  to  Connecticut  and  located 
in  Hartford  county,  viz.:  Horace,  now  deceased; 
Charles  R.,  our  subject;  William  R.,  of  Hartford 
city,  and  Emma,  now  deceased. 

Charles  R.  Watkins  passed  his  school  days  in 
Hinsdale,  ^lass.,  and  his  early  manhood  in  his  fa- 
ther's sawmill.  He  theit  passed  a  year  at  West- 
field,  Hampden  Co.,  ]\Iass.,  and  in  1S44  came  to 
Bloomfield,  Conn.  Here  for  twenty  years  he  worked 
in  T.  L.  Humphrey's  sash  and  blind  factory,  also 
worked  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  in  more  re- 
cent years  has  been  engaged  in  farming  with  un- 
varying success. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  united  in  marriage,  'May  2, 
1849,  with  Aliss  Cordelia  Humphrey,  who  was  born 
April  28,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Hannah 
(Francis)  Humphrey,  and  to  this  union  came  three 
children  who  grew^  to  maturity:  Charles  Henry, 
who  was  born  Dec.  24,  1857,  married  Mary  E. 
Miller,  Dec.  4,  1889,  and  died  April  i,  1893,  the  fa- 
ther of  one  child,  Charles  E.,  born  March  19,  1890. 
The  second  child  born  to  Charles  R.  and  Cordelia 
Watkins  was  named  Emma  J.,  who  was  born  May 
23,  i860,  and  died  Dec.  18,  i883.  The  third  child, 
Burton  L.,  was  born  April  4,  1866,  and  married. 
May  r,  1889,  INIiss  Alice  G.  Elmer,  who  was  born 
Feb.  I,  1869,  and  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, Leroy  Burton,  born  Oct.  4,  i8q2;  Harold 
Julius,  June  12,  1894,  and  Raymond  H.,  Feb.  14, 
1898.    Burton  L.  Watkins  is  the  present  clerk  and 


treasurer  of  the  school  district  of  Bloomfield,  and 
fills  the  [losiliun  most  satisfactorily. 

L harks  R.  \\  atkins  has  for  many  years  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  has 
lully  lived  up  to  its  teachings.  He  has  served  as 
collector  and  as  a  member  ot  the  school  conmimiiee 
Oi  Bloomfield,  and  has  won  for  himself  the  general 
esteem  of  the  comnnmity  in  which  he  has  passed  so 
man_\-  years  of  his  useful  life. 

HEXRV  BELDEX  WRIGHT,  a  prominent 
representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Weth- 
ersneid,  was  born  in  that  town  Alarch  13,  1829,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  its  old  and  most  highly-respected 
fanulies.  His  grandfather,  Elizur  Wright,  a  son  of 
Xathaniel  WVight,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wethers- 
field,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a  farm.  He 
married  Ruth  Curtis,  and  to  them  were  born  seven 
children:  Joseph;  Alary,  wife  of  William  Winslnp ; 
Chauncey,  deceased ;  Elizur ;  Ruth  and  Rhocia, 
twins,  the  former  of  whom  married  Henry  \\'elles, 
the  latter  Thomas  Griswold :  and  William.  The 
parents  died  at  the  old  homestead  on  Jordan  Lane, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Wethersheld 
cemetery. 

Joseph  \\'right,  father  of  our  subject,  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
throughout  life  remained  on  the  old  homestead,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  giving  his  attention  principally 
to  general  agriculture.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  stationed  at  Xew  London,  Conn., 
under  Capt.  Strickland.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  In  early  life  he  mar- 
ried 3.1iss  X'ancy  W  heeler,  of  Hartford,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children :  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  forty  years ;  Xancy,  widow  of  George  W'.  Skin- 
ner, of  Hartford ;  and  Mary.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Alabel  Dickinson,  widow  of  Flenry  Bel- 
den,  of  Rocky  Plill,  and  daughter  of  Ozias  and  !Mary 
Dickinson,  the  former  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  only  child  of  this  union  was  our  sub- 
ject, Henry  Belden.  Bv  her  former  marriage  )>Irs. 
Wright  had  three  children :  Otis,  who  died  in  X'ew 
Haven  (he  married  May  Butler)  ;  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried Adaline  Smith ;  and  Plenrietta,  deceased.  The 
mother,  who  was  a  good  Christian  woman,  died  on 
the  home  farm  Sept.  12,  1S69,  and  was  buried  in 
Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  In  1871  the  father  had  a 
paralytic  stroke  which  left  him  speechless,  and  he 
was  tenderly  cared  for  by  our  subject  and  wife  until 
his  death,  April  6,  1874.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  FJoth  parents  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm  Plenry  B.  \\'right 
is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  and  the  Wethers- 
field  Academy  for  his  edticational  privileges.  At 
an  early  age  he  commenced  to  aid  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  and  throughout  his  active  Inisiness  life 
has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  carries  on  operations  in  a  syslenuitic  and  me- 
thodical maimer,  and  in  his  undertakings  has  been 
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eminently  successful.  11c  has  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  the  farm,  and  in  connection  with  gen- 
eral fanning  is  engaged  in  dairying  and  stock- 
raising.  'Ihe  place,  now  comprising  some  tifty 
acres,  though  formerly  much  greater  in  extent,  has 
been  in  his  family  since  i73-\  In  iSo^,  at  Athol, 
Worcester  Co.,  .Mass.,  -Mr.  W  right  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Adaline  Gray,  a  native  of  that 
place,  and  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Elvira 
(Bancroft)  Gray.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching.  The  Republican 
party  finds  in  iNlr.  Wright  a  stanch  supporter  of  ils 
principles,  and  in  1879  ^i*^  ^^'^^  elected  on  that  ticket 
to  represent  Wethersfield  in  the  State  Legislaure. 
Being  a  strong  supporter  of  education,  he  has  served 
acceptably  on  the  scliool  committee.  His  public  and 
private  duties  have  always  been  discharged  in  a 
most  commendable  manner,  and  he  is  justly  ranked 
among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. Mr.  \\'right  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member. 

FRANKLIN  JUDE  BROCKETT  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  of  the 
town  of  Suffield.  One  of  his  leading  characteris- 
tics in  business  affairs  is  his  fine  sense  of  order  and 
complete  system,  and  the  habit  of  giving  careful  at- 
tention to  details,  without  which  success  in  any  un- 
dertaking is  never  an  assured  fact. 

Mr.  Brockett  was  born  in  Russell,  Hamdcn  Co., 
Mass.,  April  21,  1827,  and  belongs  to  a  family  of 
Scottish  origin,  wdiich  was  founded  in  New  England 
at  an  early  day  in  its  history.  His  grandfather, 
John  Brockett,  was  a  native  of  North  Haven,  Conn., 
where  he  was  reared.  He  served  si.x  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  in  the  early  part  of 
the  struggle  for  nine  months  under  Gen.  Hopkins, 
and  serving  the  term  on  a  privateer,  which  during 
that  time  captured  seven  British  vessels  out  of  a  fleet 
of  nine,  bringing  them  all  into  Boston  harbor.  He  was 
at  Saratoga  when  Burgo}  ne  was  captured.  He  drew 
a  pension  until  his  death,  in  1845,  3t  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  In  1793  he  settled  in  the  woods  at 
Blandford,  Hampden  Co.,  ^Nlass.,  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  On 
his  arrival  there  he  cut  down  a  large  hemlock  tree, 
and  on  the  stump  built  a  large  oven  of  clay  and 
mortar,  w^hich  the  family  used  to  bake  in  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Mr.  Brockett  was  one  of  the  w-ell- 
known  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community,  was 
a  Whig  in  politics  and  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, and  by  the  first  wife  had  two  children :  Francis 
and  Silas.  By  the  second  there  were  seven :  Ithia, 
Ely,  Lydia,  Lucy,  John,  Eunice  and  Benajah.  All 
are  now  deceased. 

John  Brockett,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in' 
Blandford,  Mass.,  where  in  early  life  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  also  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade. 
When  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Russell,  same 


county,  and  there  followed  his  trade  during  the 
winter  months,  while  throughout  the  summer  season 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  this  way  be- 
coming quite  well-to-do.  He  made  farming  his 
principal  occupation,  and  during  his  last  years  fol- 
lowed it  in  Westfield,  his  whole  life  being  passed 
in  Hampden  county.  He  died  in  1849,  the  age  of 
fiity-three  years,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
nanre  of  Maria  Smith,  died  in  1847,  the  age  of 
forty-nine.  They  attended  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  he  was  ideiuihed  with  the  Whig 
party.  They  were  married  in  North  Haven,  Conn., 
where  she  was  born,  a  daughter  of  Jude  Smith,  and 
three  children  blessed  their  union:  Benajah,  who 
died  in  Sufiield ;  Julia,  wife  of  Lyman  Smith,  of 
Northampton,  Mass. ;  and  Franklin  J.,  our  subject. 

Franklin  J.  Brockett  is  almost  wholly  self-edu- 
cated, though  to  a  limited  extent  he  attended  the 
district  schools  of  Russell  and  Blandford,  Alass., 
during  the  winter  months,  while  during  the  summer 
he  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  He 
lost  his  parents  soon  after  attaining  his  majority, 
and  he  then  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  100  acres  at 
Westfield,  Mass.,  on  which  he  made  extensive  im- 
provements, and  which  he  continued  to  carry  on 
until  1867.  In  that  year  his  buildings,  valued  at 
$5,000,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  carried  only 
$700  insurance.  After  this  misfortune  he  sold  his 
land  and  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased 
fifty-five  acres,  known  as  the  Joseph  Fuller  farm. 
This  he  has  also  greatly  improved  by  the  erection  of 
a  fine  residence,  a  good  barn,  and  tobacco  sheds, 
valued  at  over  ten  thousand  dollars.  He  is  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  tobacco,  and 
is  also  interested  in  the  dairy  business,  keeping  on 
hand  fifteen  cows.  He  formerly  bought  and  packed 
tobacco,  and  in  most  of  his  undertakings  he  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success. 

At  Blandford,  :\Iass.,  in  1S51,  :\Ir.  Brockett 
wedded  Miss  ^Maria  Eliza  Gibbs,  a  native  of  that 
place,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : 
(i)  John  F.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Westfield,  Mass.,  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
stitute, at  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Suffield  town.  He  married  Genevia 
Hewes,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hewes,  of  Suffield, 
and  they  have  four  children :  Daisy  Isabella,  Nellie 
;\Iaria,  Franklin  N.  and  Frederick  J.  (2)  David 
Lester  also  attended  the  public  schools  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  later  graduated 
at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkcepsie,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  Hartford  Business  College.  He  married 
]Mary  Russell,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mabel 
Eliza,  and  they  reside  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Brockett  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  has 
never  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  official  honors. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Electric  Light  and  Water 
Works  at  SufficUl,  also  the  Suffield  Creamery,  and 
is  a  member  of  Suffield  Grange,  No.  27.  He  has 
been  ably  assisted  in  life  by  the  advice  and  counsel 
of  his  estimable  wife,  who  is  an  earnest  member  of 
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tlio  Cungrcgatioiuil  Church,  aiu!  has  ]iroved  to  him 
a  true  Iiclpinoct.  Jn  his  roHgiovis  views  lie  is  rather 
liberal,  but  lie  has  led  au  upright,  licjnorable  life, 
which  is  exe;u])lary  in  many  re.■^llects.  Jle  is  strictlv 
temjierate,  having  ne\er  but  once  drunk  a  drop  ot 
liquor  across  a  bar,  and  he  has  the  esteem  of  his 
friends  and  the  contidence  of  his  Inisiness  associates. 

Capt.  Lester  Gibbs,  father  of  ^Mrs.  lirockctt.  was 
born  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Gibbs,  who  was  of  Eng-lish  descent,  and  an  old  settler 
of  Hampden  county,  Mass.  The  Captain  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  county,  and  be- 
came quite  a  pronu"nent  citizen  of  Blandford,  where 
he  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  deal- 
ing. He  dealt  quite  extensively  in  horses  and  cat- 
tle, and  for  many  years  practiced  veterinary  surgery. 
He  was  an  inriuential  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  community,  as  an  advocate  of  Jefferson- 
ian  principles,  held  many  township  and  countv  offi- 
ces, and  also  represented  his  district  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Legislature.  He  was  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  State  militia.  In  religious  matters 
he  was  quite  liberal.  He  wedded  ^liss  jMary  Boise, 
a  daughter  of  David  Boise,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Blandford,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children :  Julia  B.  is  now  the  widow  of  Edwin 
Thompson,,  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ; 
Jarvis  W.  died  in  1894;  Samuel  C.  died  in  Iowa  in 
1894;  David  B.  is  deceased;  Isabella  is  a  resident  of 
Russell,  ]Mass. ;  ^laria  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject ;  Russell  died  young ;  Edward  and  Edson  were 
twins,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1895,  and  the  lat- 
ter is  now  living  in  W'estfield,  ]\Iass.  The  father 
of  these  children  passed  away  in  1853,  and  the 
mother,  who  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  died  in  1866,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  Blandford. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  FLETCHER,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Enfield,  was  born  in  Holden, 
Worcester  Co.,  !Mass.,  Aug.  6,  1837,  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Hannah  R.  (Howe)  Fletcher,  both  natives 
of  Worcester  county,  ^Massachusetts. 

Nahor  and  Chloe  (Taft)  Fletcher,  grandparents 
of  our  subject,  were  also  natives  of  that  county. 
Nahor  was  a  son  of  Asa,  who  was  a  son  of  Abra- 
ham, son  of  Hezekiah,  son  of  Francis,  son  of  Robert 
Fletcher,  who  came  from  England,  and  settled  in 
Concord,  Mass.,  in  1630.  The  eminence  of  the 
Fletcher  family  in  American  history  is  shown  by 
the  single  fact  that  from  Robert  Fletcher,  th.e 
founder,  have  descended  sixteen  governors  of  States. 
The  early  home  of  the  Fletchers  in  Concord  was 
the  farm  on  which  the  famous  Concord  grape  was 
afterward  originated.  Ebenezer  Taft,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
1758,  and  died  in  1836.  He  was  the  onlv  child  of 
Eb  enczer  and  Betliiah  (Fletcher)  Taft.  of  Xorth- 
bridge,  Mass.  Ebenezer  Taft  lived  at  Mendon, 
Alass.,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  enlisting 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  first  serving  two  month.s  in 


I  Captain  Isaac  Martin's  company,  Col.  Joseph  W'hit- 
!  uey's  regiment :  second  in  Capt.  Peter  renniman's 
:  ci  uiiiauy,  Col.  Job  Cusliing's  regiment,  same  year. 
:   1  h'.s  was  in  llie  Xorlhern  army,  operating  against 
i  Burgoyne,  from  Aug.  17,  1777,  to  Xov.  29,  1777, 
i  participating  in  iIk.isc  desperate  battles  wliich  re- 
i  suited  in  the  surrender  of  the  invading  armv  in  Oc- 
tober, 1777.    Jn  tile    following   }ear,    177S,  Ebe- 
nezer latt  served  six  weeks  in  Capt.  Baker's  com- 
I  pany,  Col.  Haws'  reginiein,  in  Rhode  Island.  In 
July,  17S0,  he  enlisted  in  Cajit.  Benjamin  Reed's 
company.    Col.    Xathan    T\ler's    regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  John  Benson,  on  the  alarm  in 
I  Rhode  Island.  -  liis  wife,  .Alary  (^Howard),  whom 
he  married  March  19,  1779,  was  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Elizabeth  (^'i  hayer )  Howard,  the  former 
being  a  descendant  of  Samuel  Howard,  who  settled 
in  r^fendon,  Mass.,  about  1680. 
1       \\'illiam  Fletcher,  father  of  William  V.,  was 
born  in  }\Iendon,  ]\Iass.,  Feb.  17,  1810.    His  wife, 
Hannah  R.  Howe,  whom  he  married  Sept.  8,  1836, 
was  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eunice    Hastings j 
Howe,  and  was  born  in  Holden,  Alass.,  Xov.  25, 
i8i5._ 

William  F.  Fletcher,  our  subject,  was  reared  in 
Connecticut  from  the  age  of  four  years,  coming  to 
the  town  of  Enfield  in  1854.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy, 
Wilbraham,  r\Iass.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed, Aug.  27,  1862,  in  Company  F,  22nd  C.  V.  I., 
and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Suffolk.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  from  service  July  7,  1S63. 
r\Ir.  Fletcher  was  married,  Dec.  7,  1865,  to  Augusta 
C,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Charlotte  A.  (Allen) 
Gowdy,  of  Enfield,  and  granddaughter  of  Hill  and 
Roxanna  (McGregor).  Hill  Gowdv  was  a  son 
of  Samuel  Gowdy,  a  pioneer  of  Enfield.  On  the 
maternal  side  Mrs.  Fletcher  is  a  granddaughter  of 
Solomon  Allen,  of  East  Windsor,  who  married 
Alartha  Simons,  of  Enfield.  Solomon  Allen  was  a 
son  of  David  Allen,  son  of  Joshua,  son  of  Samuel, 
son  of  John  (who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bloody- 
Brook,  at  Dcerfield,  ]\Iass.),  son  of  Samuel  Allen, 
who  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1635. 

'Sir.  and  ]Mrs.  Fletcher  have  one  son,  Hexry 
Frederick.  Sir.  Fletcher  is  a  member  of  Samuel 
Brown  Post,  Xo.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Thompsonville. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  For  six  years  he 
held  the  office  of  deputy  registrar  of  Enfield;  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  three  years,  and  was 
selectman  for  one  year. 

G.  W.  OLIX.  Among  the  most  attractive 
farms  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  is  the  homestead  of 
our  subject,  whose  enterprise  and  energy  have  made 
him  one  of  the  leading  growers  of  general  produce 
in  that  locality.  Being  advantageopsly  located  near 
Windsor  village,  he  finds  a  ready  market  for  his 
crops,  and  in  making  the  best  use  of  the  opportuni- 
ties afforded  by  the  location,  he  has  shown  admir- 
able judgment. 
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Mr.  C>lin  ethnics  ot  an  oxcoUciU  tamilv,  which 
has  lu-cn  proiiiiiiont  in  tlio  vicinitv  oi  I'laintk-KI. 
Conn.,  from  an  caiiy  period.  His  q-rand father, 
Daniel  OUn.  a  l\.e\(>lmionary  snhher.  invned  a  farm 
at  riainhekl  ami  IdlKuved  agricultural  junsuits  lor 
many  years. 

Hun.  George  W.  Olin.  our  sul)ii.ct"s  father,  was 
horn  and  reared  at  I'laiiiheld,  and  a-^  a  voung  man 
was  employed  by  the  Norwich  .S:  W  orcester  Rail- 
road Co.,  as  their  lirst  station  agent  there.  Jn  thosj 
days  wood  was  the  only  fuel  used  in  tlu  locomotives, 
and  a  large  amount  was  kept  piled  up  at  Plaintield 
ready  for  use.  Later  he  became  a  fa'injr,  pmxhas- 
ing  land  near  Sprague,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
then  at  Franklin  Hill,  Conn.,  but  finallv  he  locaied  at 
Dudley,  Mass.,  where  he  also  bought  a  homestead. 
Being  ever  a  friend  of  education,  he  removed  to 
Dudley  because  he  w"ished  his  children,  who  were 
all  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  abilit\-,  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  schools  there.  Wherever  he  re- 
sided he  took  a  prominent  part  in  local  altairs,  serv- 
ing on  .school  committees  in  several  places,  and  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  While  he  was  of  powerful  build  and 
seemed  robust,  he  did  not  attain  advanced  age,  as 
he  died  in  his  sixty-fifth  year  from  cancer  of  the 
stomach.  He  left  a  comfortable  competence,  gained 
solely  through  his  own  efforts  seconded  by  the  econ- 
omy and  good  management  of  his  estimable  wife 
(now  deceased),  whose  maiden  name  was  Zippiette 
Green.  She  was  a  native  of  Longtown,  Conn.,  and 
her  father,  William  Green,  was  a  well-known  ag- 
riculturist there.  George  W.  and  Zippiette  Olin 
had  nine  children :  Daniel,  wdio  settled  in  the  "Far 
West ;"  Jane,  who  married  William  Adams,  of  El- 
lington, Conn. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dwight  Bush- 
nell,  of  \Mndsor ;  G.  W.,  our  subject;  Julia,  Mrs. 
Jno.  E.  Higginbotham,  of  Windsor,  who  was  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  before  her  marriage ;  Susan,  W'ife  of 
H.  E.  Phelps,  of  Windsor ;  Charles,  a  stationer  and 
paper  dealer  of  Willimantic,  Conn. ;  Ernest,  who 
was  last  heard  from  at  ^Memphis,  Tenn. ;  and  Hattie, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Bowise,  of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  who  taught 
school  for  a  time  with  marked  success. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  24,  1848,  at  the  old 
home  in  Plainfield.  His  education  was  limited  to 
the  common  schools  of  the  localities  where  his  par- 
ents resided,  and  during  much  of  his  boyhood  he 
only  attended  in  winter.  He  remained  at  home  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen ;  but  as  he  thought  a 
trade  would  be  more  to  his  liking  than  farming  he 
then  went  to  Hartford  to  learn  the  art  of  copper- 
plate engraving  and  printing.  For  five  years  he 
worked  at  this  business  in  Hartford,  spending  most 
of  the  time  with  Case,  Lockwood,  Brainerd  &  Co., 
and  his  ability  and  skill  gained  for  him  a  high  repu- 
tation as  a  workman,  thereby  enabling  him  to  com- 
mand excellent  wages.  Going  to  New  York  City, 
he  was  employed  for  some  time  by  the  National 
Bank  Note  Co.,  on  the  top  floor  of  the  Cooper  Insti- 
tute building,  and  later  he  worked  for  the  Colum- 


bia r.ank  Note  Co.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  leaving 
llKre  when  a  re-organization  made  it  a  stock  com- 
pany.   His  experience  of  city  life  has  made  him 
turn  with  aii])reciatiLin  to  the  wholesome  scenes  and 
activities  of  couiury  life,  and  it  was  from  deliberate 
j  choice  that  he  gave  up  his  trade  and  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming.    In  1S78  he  came  to  Windsor, 
where  some  of  his  sisters  had  located,  and  soon  af- 
terward he  engaged  in  market  gardening  on  the 
i  farm  of  Mr.  Bushnell,  who  wa^  also  a  dealer  in  meat. 
After  three  years  Mr.  L)lin  leased  the  land,  which 
was  known  as  the  old  "Capcii  farm,"  and  continued 
the  business  on  his  own  account,  meeting  with  such 
success  that  he  purchased  the  place  in  1887. 
I        Although  he  has  had  his  misfortunes  like  all 
business  meii,  Mr.  Olin  always  rises  superior  to 
them,  and  his  homestead,  upon  which  he  has  made 
'  many  improvements,  is  a  tangible  reward  for  his 
years  of  hard  work.    At  present  he  deals  more  ex- 
,  tensively  in  garden  produce  than  any  other  man  in 
that  neighborhood,  and  while  he  is  of  most  unas- 
suming disposition  he  is  regarded  as  a  substantial 
and  valuable  citizen.    He  has  an  attractive  daughter, 
Minnie,  and  his  interests  center  in  his  home  to  the 
;  exclusion  of  outside  affairs.    While  he  is  in  sym- 
;  pathy  with  the  Democratic  party  in  national  issues, 
:  he  has  voted  but  once  since  attaining  his  majority. 
;  He  possesses  a  fine  voice  and  decided  talent  for 
:  music,  and  for  some  years  was  a  member  of  the 
:  choir  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Windsor.  ..  . 

I  JOHN  DEEBLE,  a  well-known  traveling  sales- 
i  man,  and  one  of  Southington's  leading  German 
I  citizens,  was  born  in  Hersfeld,  Province  of  Nassau, 
\  Germany,  May  29,  1834,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza 
'  (Fuller)  Deeble. 

In  April,  1854,  Mr.  Deeble  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and  landed  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  sev- 
eral weeks,  but  in  August  of  the  same  year  located 
in    Southington,  Hartford    Co.,  Conn.     Being  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  had  fol- 
lowed in  his  native  land  for  six  years,  including 
his  apprenticeship,  he  secured  employment  with  the 
;  Peck-Smith  Co.  in  that  capacity,  and  after  a  short 
time  spent  with  them  entered  the  service  of  the 
Plant  ^Ianufacturing  Co.,  of  Plantsville,  where  he 
remained    two   years.    Subsequently  he  was  em- 
jjloyed  in  the  Milieu  Bolt  Works,  and  by  Roys  & 
Wilcox,  at  East  Berlin,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
forging  various  implements  for  about  a  year.  He 
I  also  spent  seven  years  in  the  forging  department 
of  the  Stow  Manufacturing  Co.,  Plantsville,  and 
worked  on  die  and  drop  forging  for  the  Henry  D. 
,  Smith  Co.    In  the  meantime  he  patented  an  anti- 
i  rudder  for  the  fifth  wheel  of  carriages,  which  he 
'  afterward    manufactured  in    New  York  City  for 
;  eight  months,  and  then  sold  to  G.  B.  Savage,  of 
I  Southington,  managing  the  business  for  him  three 
j  years.    From  1874  to  1879         Deeble  ran  a  step 
!  machine,  for  the  making  of  carriage  stejis,  in  the 
factory  of  the  Atwater  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
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whilo  tlicro  secured  sc\cn  patents  for  ox  slux^s,  the 
first  to  bo  made  by  niachiiiory  in  tlie  United  States, 
lie  met  with  excellent  success  in  the  manufacture 
of  these  shoes,  turninti-  out  from  sixty-tive  to  sev- 
enty tons  of  the  mamitaetured  article  per  year,  and 
selling'  them  on  the  road  himself.  About  18S7  G. 
B.  Savage  sold  out  his  business  to  the  Scranton 
Forging  Co.,  of  Scranton,  Pcnn.,  and  Mr.  DeelMe 
spent  seven  months  in  that  city,  but  on  account  of 
ill  l>ealth  he  returned  to  his  liome  in  Southington 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  In  iSSS  he  embarked  in 
the  fancy  grocery  trade,  in  which  he  successfully 
engi'ged  until  1899,  mid  i.=  now  a  traveling  salesman. 
Mr.  Deeble  has  taken  out  about  fourteen  patents 
on  ox  shoes  and  other  inventions,  and  has  sold  the 
ox  shoe  patents  to  the  Scranton  Forging  Co.  He 
has  steadily  prospered  since  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, and  has  never  yet  had  occasion  to  regret  his 
emigration. 

On  Nov.  26,  1854,  ^Ir.  Deeble  niarried  Miss 
Ag^es  Krollman,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
(Miller)  Krollman,  of  Southington,  formerlv  of 
Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  them,  only  two  are  now  living:  Charles 
and  Ida  Mary.  In  1892  Mr.  Deeble  returned  to 
Germany,  to  visit  his  old  home  and  the  graves  of 
his  parents.  The  latt-er  he  found  sadly  neglected, 
but  he  at  once  had  them  put  in  order,  and  erected 
suitable  monuments  to  the  memory  of  his  parents. 
When  this  had  oeen  accomplished  he  invited  his 
brothers  and  sisters  to  see  what  he  had  done,  and 
tried  to  impress  upon  them  the  fact  of  the  success 
one  can  achieve  in  the  New  World.  After  spend- 
ing two  months  abroad  ]Mr.  Deeble  returned  to  his 
Connecticut  home,  content  to  remain  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  He  first  came  to  America  in  search 
of  home  and  fortune,  and  his  ambitious  dreams 
have  been  more  than  realized.  He  has  contributed 
liberally  toward  the  erection  of  the  Lutheran  church 
in  Southington,  of  wdiich  he  is  an  active  and  prom- 
inent member :  is  also  a  member  of  the  D.  O.  H. 
or  Harugari  Society ;  is  president  of  the  Germania 
Hall  and  Liederkranz  Society ;  and  politicallv  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  and 
has  many  friends  throughout  the  town. 

HENRY  A.  POTTER  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive agriculturists  of  Glastonbury  town,  and  his 
beautiful  homestead,  wdiich  he  purchased  in  a  worn- 
out  condition,  has  been  restored  by  hiin  and  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

The  Potter  family  originated  in  England,  and 
our  subject  is  a  descendant  of  a  branch  which  be- 
came identified  with  Rhode  Island  at  an  early  day. 
A  town  in  that  State  is  named  Potter,  and  many 
members  of  the  family  now  reside  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kingston,  R.  I.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  Henry 
Potter,  followed  the  sea,  and  was  lost  while  on  a 
voyage.  He  had  five  children,  among  whom  was  a 
daughter  Fannie,  who  married  William  Babcock,  a 


1  native  of  Lehancm,  Conn.,  and  removed  to  a  farm 

at  Freeport,  111.,  where  both  died. 
!        Thomas  Cranston  Potter,  our  subject's  father, 
,  was  born  at  Kingston,  R.  1.,  but  his  life  was  maiiilv 
'  S])ent  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  the 
;  blacksmith's  trade.      He  married   i^h^'^O  Harriet 
Bemiett,  who  was  buried  at  Lebanon,  and  (^second) 
:  Lucinda  Loomis,  of  Lebanon,  wdiose  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Glastonbury.    By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  two  chddren:  \i)  Julian  C,  born 
May  ,15,  1822,  died  May  15,  18S4.      He  married 
Harriet  Kendall,  of  Falls  \"illage,  Mass.,  and  was  a 
■  merchant  in  Boston.     (2)  Jane  E.,  born  Aug.  25, 
1830,  married  William  H.  Hardy,  and  lived  in  Mas- 
sachusetts.   By  the  second  marriage  there  were  six 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living:    (  i)  Sarah  F'., 
born  Nov.  11,    1S32,   married   Jason    Stevens,  a 
farmer  of  Glastonbury,  and  died  l-'eb.  7,  18S2.  (^2) 
Mary  Angeline,  born  Dec.  20,  1833,  died  April  12, 
1834.    (3)  Calista  Angeline,  born  Dec.  16,  1835, 
married  Henry  C.  Robinson,  and  is  living  in  East 
Hartford.    (4)   Lucinda  E.,  born  June  2,  1837, 
died  Oct.  2,  1862,  unmarried.      (5)  Henry  A.  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below\    (6)  ^lary  Ann,  born 
1  Feb.  5,  1840,  and  now  residing  with  our  subject, 
married  (first)  Newton  Thrall,  of  Glastonbury,  and 
(second) .  Warren  F.  Childs,  of  Boston,  both  now 
deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lebanon,  June  21,  183S, 
and  had  only  common-school  advantages,  his  fa- 
ther being  a  poor  man.  with  a  large  family.  During 
I  boyhood  he  worked  away  from  home  at  small  wages 
I  for  three  or  four  years,  but  later  returned  to  the 
I  home  farm  and  worked  in  summer,  wdiile  attend- 
{  ing  school  in  winter.    At  the  age  of  seventeen  and 
!  for  some  time  following  he  was  night  clerk  in  the 
!  "Hotel  Easton,""  corner  of  South  and  \\'hitehall 
!  streets,  New  York  City.    After  leaving  the  hotel 
I  he  went  to  Andover,  Conn.,  and  worked  on  a  farm 
I  for  tw^o  years,  and  in  186S  he  settled  at  Glastonbury. 
I  He  located  first  on  Main  street,  renting  land  at  va- 
1  rious  places,  and  in  1877       purchased  his  present 
I  farm  from  Ambrose  Bidwell,  the  place  containing 
j  twenty-five  acres,  well  adapted  to  general  farming, 
'  on  which  he  has  built  sheds,  barns  and  made  other 
substantial  improvements.    He  makes  a  specialty 
of  fruit  and  tobacco  raising.    Politically  Mr.  Pot- 
ter is  a  Democrat,  and  he  served  as  selectman  in 
I  1897-98.    Pie  is  a  member  of  no  secret  societies. 
I  Pie  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Lebanon  some 
;  years  ago,  but   now   attends   the  Congregational 
I  Church  in  Glastonbury.    Mr.  Potter  occupies  a  po- 
[  sition  among  the  substantial  men  of  his  locality,  and 
deserves  high  credit  for  the  success  he  has  made. 
In  1864  Mr.  Potter  married  ^liss  Abbie  Jane 
i  Perry,  a  native  of  Norwich,  who  died  in  1SS3.  In 
\  1886  he  married  2\Iiss  Amanda  White,  a  native  of 
i  Hebron,  and  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Jerusha 
I  (Kellogg)  White.    There  were  seven  children  by 
the  first  marriage:     (l)  Frank  II.,  born  April  t8, 
i806,  is  a  farmer  in  Glastonbury.    He  married  Miss 
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Mary  Grant,  and  has  four  cliililron.  llazcl,  Lillian, 
Ethel,  and  ono  son.  (2)  Janic>.  liorn  (  \-{.  _'5.  iSCx), 
died  June  i<K  1S70.  ( )  Alfred  X.,  horn  Jnlv  2J, 
1872,  resides  in  Seattle,  Wa-h..  where  he  is  enji^aiivd 
in  the  iunilier  husiness.     (4)  llarr\-  W"..  linrn  Mav 

23.  1S75,  is  at  home.  (5)  Edward,  liorn  Dee.  7, 
1877,  died  Sept.  10,  1883.     {(■>)  Lillian,  l)orn  Xov. 

24,  1879,  also  died  Se]it.  10,  1883.  (7)  Louis  M., 
born  Ajiril  10.  i88_',  is  at  lionie.  Two  children 
were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  both  dving  in 
infancy,  unnamed. 

James  .\.  W  hite,  father  of  Mrs.  Potter,  was 
born  in  Lebanon,  Lonn.,  and  was  brought  to  He- 
bron when  a  child.  He  is  still  living,  now  (  1900) 
aged  eighty-three  years.  Dy  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer.  Mr.  W  hite  first  married  Jerusha  Kellogg, 
who  died  in  August,  1S56,  and  had  four  children  by 
this  union:  Edward  J.  (a  farmer  in  Hebron), 
Fred  K.  (deceased),  Amanda  (Mrs.  i'otter )  and 
Emma.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Harriet  Rath- 
bone,  there  were  also  four  children;  ^\'ilfred  A.. 
Adele,  John  B.  (deceased),  and  Harley  (deceased). 
In  political  sentiment  Mr.  W  hite  is  a  Republican. 

JUDAH  PHELPS,  a  leading  agriculturist  of 
West  Snfficld,  is  a  worthy  representative  of  a  fam- 
ily of  Hartford  county  which  has  been  prominent 
in  this  section  from  pioneer  times,  its  members 
in  each  generation  dis])laying  the  sturdy  independ- 
ence of  thought  and  uprightness  of  character  which 
form  the  basis  of  good  citizenship.  Pie  traces  his 
descent  from  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Windsor, 
namely, 

(J)  William  Phelps,  who  was  born  in  1599  at 
Tewkesbury,  Gloucestershire,  England,  son  of  Will- 
iam Phelps,  and  thence  removed  to  Somerset,  in 
Dorsetshire,  where  he  married.  In  1630  he  came 
to  the  New  World  and  located  in  Dorchester.  Mass., 
being  one  of  the  partv  of  Rev.  Mr.  Warham,  of 
whose  church  (found  in  Plvmouth,  England)  he 
was  an  original  member.  He  was  accompanied 
hither  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  five  children, 
and  by  his  younger  brothers,  George  and  Richard. 
On  Oct.  19,  1630,  William  Phelps  applied  to  be 
made  freeman.  On  Xov.  9,  1630,  he  was  one  of  the 
jury  empaneled  for  the  trial  of  Walter  Palmer  for 
the  murder  of  Auston  Brotchur — the  first  trial  by 
jury  held  in  X'ew  England.  In  the  spring  of  1636 
he  removed  with  his  children  to  Windsor,  Conn., 
where  his  brother  George  had  located  in  i'''35,  and 
there  resided  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying  July 
14,  1672.  He  held  several  influential  offices.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Mary  Dover,  a  native 
of  England.  His  chiUlren  were:  William,  born  in 
1620;  Sarah,  in  1623  (married  William  Wade); 
Samuel,  in  1625;  .Xathaniel,  in  1627:  Joseph,  in 
1629;  Timothy,  in  i'''>35:  and  Mary,  in  March,  1644 
(married  Thomas  Barber,  and  settled  in  Simsbury). 

(IT)  Joseph  Phelps,  son  of  William,  was  born 
ir  England,  came  to  .\mcrica  with  his  parents,  and 
lived  in  Dorclicster  and  later  in  Windsor,  Conn., 

74 


where  he  was  maife  freeman  in  i'>64.  He  finally 
removed  to  Simsbury,  where  he  died  in  1684,  and 
where  his  remains  were  buried.  On  Sept.  20,  l66u, 
he  married  Hannah  .Xewton,  daughter  of  Roger 
-Xcw  ton.  '  She  dicil  in  .Sinisliurv  in  1(171,  and  on 
Jan.  9,  1070,  he  married  .Mary  Salmon,  widow  of 
Thomas  Salmon.  She  died  Jan.  16,  1682.  Chil- 
dren: Sarah,  born  in  i(><^2.  married  John  Hill; 
Joseph,  born  Aug.  2,   16(17;  Hannah,  born  Feb. 

2,  1(^68-69;  Timothy,  horn  in  1671  ;  and  William, 
born  in  i6jb  (died  in  (Jctober,  i()8()). 

(III)  Joseph  Phelps  was  born  in  Windsor,  re- 
moved to  Simsbury  with  his  parents,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly, 
1709-27.  Joseph  Phelps  first  married  Mary  Collier, 
wlio  died  in  1697,  and  on  March  9,  1699,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Case,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Spencer)  Case.  She  was  born  in  August,  1676, 
and  died  iMay  2,  1704.  For  his  third  wife  Joseph 
Phelps  married  May  Case  (daugliter  of  Richard 
and  Elizabeth  Case),  who  died  in  September,  1757. 
He  died  Jan.  20,  1750,  in  Simsbury.  Children: 
Joseph,  born  Oct.  9,  1689;  Hannah,  Oct.  23,  1(393 
(married  Samuel  Plumphrey  )  ;  Alary,  Oct.  17,  1696 
(died  Jan.  9,  1713);  Sarah,  Aug.  11,  1700  (died 
Jan.  14,  1714)  ;  Damaris,  Alarch  5,  1703  (married 
John  ALUs);  John,  Feb.  14,  1707  (died  Jan.  5, 
1 7 13);  Amos,  1708  (married  Sarah  Pettibone)  ; 
Elizabeth,  April,  1709  (married,  July  23,  1725, 
Daniel  Hoskins )  ;  and  David,  1710. 

(IV)  Joseph  Phelps  was  born  in  Simsbury  Oct, 
9.  16S9.  He  settled  on  Turkey  Hill,  in  what  is  now' 
East  Granby,  where  he  died  June  18,  1763.  He 
owned  a  negro  man  and  w  oman,  and  in  his  will  made 
a  proviso  that  they  should  be  free  after  his  death. 
On  Jan.  7,  1713,  in  Simsbury,  he  married  Rebecca 
North,  of  F"armington,  who  died  X'ov.  8,  1732,  and 
on  April  23,  1735,  he  married  Flannah  (Tlark,  of 
Hartford,  born  in  1693,  who  died  Feb.  10,  1765. 
Children:    Hannah,  born  Mav  28,  1714  (died  June 

3,  1714)  ;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  18,  1716;  Hannah, 
June  7,  1718  (married  .\bel  Forward):  Elijah, 
Alay  II,  1720  (great-grandfather  of  our  subject); 
Ezekiel,  March  8,  1723:  Rebecca.  Jan.  22,  1724 
(married  Joel  Harmon):  Elizabeth,  Xov.  24,  1726 
(married  Moses  Plolcomb)  ;  Lydia,  Sept.  10,  1728 
(  married  Jacob  Gillette)  ;  Abel,  May  22,  1730  (mar- 
ried Alary  Eno)  ;  and  Hezekiah  and  Keziah,  twins, 
I"eb.  18,  1732  (the  former  married  Hannah  Hay- 
den,  the  latter  James  Harmon). 

(\')  Elijah  Phelps  was  a  native  of  East  Granby 
(then  Simsbury),  but  settled  in  early  manhood  in 
Snfficld,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  became 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  time.  He 
and  his  wife,  Esther  Kent,  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Esther,  .\da,  Diana,  Abigail,  Rhoda,  Elijah 
Daniel  (a  Revolutionary  soldier),  Judah,  and 
Silas  (who  married  Mary  Warner). 

(\'!)  Juilah  Phelps,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Suffield,  and  became  a  prosperous 
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agriculturist  at  what  is  now  known  as  W'arncr- 
towii,  in  \\  est  SuthcKl,  where  ho  ownoil  a  largo 
aniouiu  of  laiul.  ilo  was  a  (.lovout  Christian,  and 
l-.is  consistent  life  made  him  respected  throughout 
the  ctMnnnuiity.  While  he  was  horn  under  British 
rule,  he  lived  to  see  his  coiuitry  independent  and 
rejoiced  in  the  eslahli.'-hnient  of  free  institutions.  He 
married  Abigail  Bishop,  and  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Judali,  Abigail,  Jsrael.  Sylvanus.  Apollos, 
Betsey,  ileulah,  Joel.  Anna.  Justus,  Sally  and 
Judah. 

(VII)  ("apt.  Apollos  rheljis,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Sutlield  l'\-b.  3,  1780.  anil  died 
there  Dec.  3,  187S.  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninetv- 
two  years  and  ten  months.  For  aliout  ten  years  he 
was  the  oldest  inhabitant  who  was  a  native  of  the 
town.  He  inherited  from  his  parents  an  excellent 
constitution,  which  he  never  impaired  by  dissipa- 
tion, and  while  several  of  his  brothers  were  noted 
for  their  great  physical  strength  he  surpassed  them 
all,  standing  six  feet  high,  with  an  erect  and  com- 
pact frame,  capable  of  rare  endurance.  His  mar- 
velous feats  in  lifting  won  him  the  title  of  the 
"Samson  of  Connecticut."  and  it  is  recorded  that 
he  once  lifted  a  millstone  in  W  indsor  weighing  more 
than  1,700  pounds.  He  was  one  of  the  i)rincipal 
real  estate  holders  of  th^  town  of  Suftield,  owning 
over  500  acres,  and  was  interested  in  general  farm- 
ing, dairying  and  tobacco  raising.  Although  a  self- 
educated  man,  the  schools  of  that  day  affording 
but  meager  opportimities  for  learning,  he  became 
an  able  and  eloquent  speaker,  especially  on  religious 
topics.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  later  he  be- 
came a  Republican,  but  he  never  sought  official  hon- 
ors. He  was  married  first,  on  ^larch  9,  1809,  to 
]\Iiss  Rhoda  Griffin,  who  died  March  9,  1841,  leav- 
ing no  children.  On  March  9.  1842,  he  married 
Miss  Marietta  Griffin,  who  survived  him,  her  death 
occurring  Dec.  31,  1891,  and  their  remains  now 
rest  in  the  Phelps  cemetery  in  W^st  SufHeld.  3ilrs. 
Phelps  was  a  woman  of  superior  character  anfl  a 
devout  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Church,  and  was 
much  esteemed  among  her  associates.  '  They  had 
seven  childrn :  Jasper,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-seven;  Judah,  our  subject;  Rhoda,  deceased  wife 
of  Jason  Viets,  of  East  Granby;  Harriet,  deceased 
wife  of  John  La  Floure;  Sarah,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ;  Mary,  wife  of  John  B.  Cannon  :  and  Luanna, 
who  died  at  seventeen.  The  religious  work  of 
Capt.  Phelps  was  so  remarkable  and  produced  such 
lasting  effects  in  this  region  that  it  should  find  a 
permanent  record,  and  we  quote  from  the  sermon 
preached  at  his  funeral  by  his  nephew,  Rev.  S. 
Dry  den  Phelps,  D.  D.,  of  New  Haven. 

"Capt.  Phelps  had  godly  ancestors  and  pious 
parents,  and  though  he  lived  an  upright  moral  life 
it  was  not  until  he  was  thirty-nine  years  old  that  he 
'experienced  religion.'  I  use  this  old-time  phrase 
because  it  pertinently  expresses  the  marked  and 
decisive  change  wrought  in  his  striking  conver- 
sion. It  occurred  Feb.  8  or  9,  1825,  there  being  quite 


a  religious  awakening  at  the  time.   He  used  to  think 
pretty  well  of  himself  morally,  but  a  remark  made 
to  him  by  his  father  produced  a  deep  and  lasting  ini- 
l>ression.  though  at  the  time  it  aroused  the  resent- 
ment of  his  soul.    Jt  was:    T  fear  i  shall  have  to 
'  justify  C-iod  in  }our  condemnation — what  have  von 
:  done  with  yoiu"  convictions?'    During  throe  davs 
I  preceding  his  conversion  his  convictions,  like  those 
of  Bunyan,  were  deep  and  pungent.    The  law-work 
upon  his  heart  and  conscience  was  powerful.  The 
I  Spirit  of  God  laid  bare  his  sinful,  lost  state,  and  he 
!  so  clearly  saw  the  Divine  justice  in  his  condem- 
nalioii  that  his  i>iind  siuik  under  harrowing  despair 

■  to  such  a  degree  that  he  even  meditated  self-de- 
:  struction.  He  attended  an  evening  meeting  at  his 
;  father's,  led  by  Deacon  Gillett,  and  at  the  close  the 
i  leader  of  the  meeting  asked  him  if  he  was  not  in- 
i  terested  enough  to  seek  salvation.  He  thought  the 
j  devil  helped  him  to  a  text  in  reply:  'Can  the  Ethi- 
j  opian  change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots?' 
i  The  next  morning  as  he  went  to  liis  barn,  and  his 

'-attle  and  sheep  looked  at  him,  he  thought  how 
I  these  dumb  creatures  had  fulfilled  the  design  of 
j  their  Creator,  while  his  life  was  full  of  sin  and  re- 

■  bellion.  He  was  reproved  and  humbled,  and  fell  on 
!  h.is  knees  for  the  first  time  to  confess  his  sins,  while 
I  the  barn  seemed  to  be  cracking  as  if  it  would  fall 
I  and  crush  him  to  the  dust.  Fie  went  out  to  lielp 
i  a  hired  man  load  some  heavy  green  logs,  and  his 
i  excitement  seemed  to  augment  his  great  strength 

so  that  he  threw  the  immense  timbers  clean  over  the 
sled,  to  the  danger  of  the  other  man.    Under  the 
awftd  weight  of  his  convictions  he  wandered  away 
\  upon  the  mountain  above  his  -residence,  and  pros- 
trate imder  a  cedar  tree  he  called  upon  the  rocks 
i  and  mountain  to  hide  him  from  the  face  of  a  holy 
;  God.     But  at  length  the  conflict  ended,  and  the 
i  burden  was  removed  in  his  passing  from  death  to 
life,  by  the  manifestation  to  him  of  Christ  the 
I  Saviour  of  sinners  and  the  author  and  finisher  of 
I  his  faith.   It  seemed  to  him  that  an  angel  was  near 
1  him  under  the  cedar,  and  also  that  an  evil  spirit  or 
dragon  sought  to  reach  and  overcome  the  good 
spirit,  but  could  not.    The  next  morning  he  went 
out  to  the  wood-shed  and  took  his  ax,  but  his  feet 
seemed  to  be  fast  to  the  ground  wdiile  a  voice  said 
}  to  him,  'Labor  not  for  the  meat  that  perisheth,  but 
!  that  which  endureth  unto  eternal  life.'    With  this 
came  the  dawn  of  hope.   About  this  time  a  splendid 
form  seeincd  to  catch  him  up  to  Heaven's  gate, 
:  where  he  heard  wonderful  voices  and  songs,  and 
!  where  he  saw  lights  so  brilliant  that  for  three  days 
he  was  partially  blind.    He  had  now  come  into  a 
new  world.    The  storm  and  darkness  had  passed 
away  in  the  bright  shining  of  the  of  the  Sim  of 
Righteousness  which  had  risen  upon  his  soul  with 
h.caling  in  its  beams.    The  change  was  wonderful. 
All  nature  seemed  to  share  in  it.   The  trees  clapped 
their  hands  for  joy.    Everything  praised  God.  -N. 
calm  rapture  filled' his  spirit— it  was  the  inexpress- 
ible peace  of  Jesus  flowing  like  a  river.    He  said 
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